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For Election Information, 
please call 1-888-873-1000

The City of Los Angeles provides voter information  
in English as well as in the following languages:

Для получения копии данной брошюры на русском 
языке позвоните по номеру 1-800-994-VOTE (8683). 

Այս բրոշյուրի հայերեն օրինակն ստանալու համար 
զանգահարեք 1-800-994-VOTE (8683) հեռախոսահամարով։
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VOTER INFORMATION

The County of Los Angeles Registrar-Recorder/County Clerk is the 
administrator of the City of Los Angeles Municipal Elections. 

This pamphlet only contains information on the City/LAUSD’s ballot measure 
for the November 5, 2024 General Municipal Election.

For information concerning the Election such as Vote Centers, please contact 
LA County at (800) 815-2666 or visit their website at www.lavote.gov.
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The next page contains the simplified version of the City’s ballot measure. 
The full text of this measure, along with other information, is printed after the 
Ballot Summary (see Table of Contents Page).
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TITLE:
INDEPENDENT REDISTRICTING COMMISSION FOR THE LOS ANGELES UNIFIED SCHOOL 
DISTRICT. 

THE ISSUE:
Shall the City Charter be amended to establish an Independent Redistricting Commission to redraw 
Board of Education District boundaries in the Los Angeles Unified School District every ten years?

THE SITUATION:
The City Charter currently requires that Los Angeles Unified School District (LAUSD) Board of 
Education (Board) District boundaries be reviewed every ten years by an advisory commission that 
recommends district boundary changes to the City Council. Final district boundary decisions are 
made by the Council and Mayor. The City has proposed establishing an Independent Redistricting 
Commission to consider changes and make the final decision on district boundaries.

THE PROPOSAL:
This measure would change the City Charter to establish an Independent Redistricting Commission 
to: 

• Make final decisions on LAUSD Board District boundaries following each ten-year federal 
census without the involvement of the Council or Mayor;

• Comply with redistricting criteria and processes set forth in the Charter and other City law;
• Act in an impartial manner that ensures integrity and fairness in the redistricting process;
• Educate and inform the public about redistricting; 
• Receive and consider public input;
• Make recommendations to City officials on the redistricting process; and
• Perform other redistricting functions as set forth in City law.

The Commission would consist of 14 members and four alternates.

Members of the Independent Redistricting Commission would be selected without involvement from 
elected officials. 

No LAUSD official, employee, commissioner, lobbyist, or any person who has contributed to a 
political campaign of an elected LAUSD official, as set forth in City law, would be eligible to serve on 
the Commission.

A YES VOTE MEANS:
You want to require the City to establish an Independent Redistricting Commission to redraw LAUSD 
Board District boundaries every ten years.

A NO VOTE MEANS:
You do not want to require the City to establish an Independent Redistricting Commission to redraw 
LAUSD Board District boundaries every ten years.

CITY OF LOS ANGELES CHARTER AMENDMENT LL

NOVEMBER 2024
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INDEPENDENT REDISTRICTING COMMISSION FOR THE LOS ANGELES 
UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT. CHARTER AMENDMENT LL.

Shall the City Charter be amended to establish an independent redistricting commission to 
redraw Board of Education district lines every ten years in the Los Angeles Unified School 
District? 

IMPARTIAL SUMMARY
BY SHARON M. TSO, CHIEF LEGISLATIVE ANALYST

The City of Los Angeles (City) Charter (Charter) establishes the process by which Los 
Angeles Unified School District (LAUSD) Board of Education (Board) District boundaries are 
drawn every ten years and adopted by ordinance following the federal census. Subsequently, 
those Board District boundaries are used for all Board member elections, recalls, and for 
filling Board vacancies. Currently, an appointed advisory commission recommends to the 
Council changes to those boundaries during the redistricting process. Final District boundary 
decisions are made by the Council and Mayor. 

This measure would amend the Charter by requiring the establishment of an Independent 
Redistricting Commission (Commission) with the powers, duties, and responsibilities to 
adopt the Board District boundaries every ten years following each federal census. The 
Commission would be required to draw Board District boundaries in compliance with the 
United States Constitution, California Constitution, and federal Voting Rights Act, as well 
as follow the redistricting criteria and process set forth in the Charter and by other City law.

The Commission would be required to act in an impartial manner in the development 
of Board District boundaries without involvement by elected officials. The final Board District 
boundaries would be approved solely by the Commission. The Commission would also educate 
and inform the public about redistricting; conduct public meetings and hearings; receive and 
consider public input; make recommendations to the City regarding the redistricting process; 
and perform other redistricting functions as set forth by City law. A Commission member would 
be prohibited from communicating with an individual or organization regarding redistricting 
matters outside of a public meeting. The Commission may allow individuals under 18 years 
of age to participate on the Commission, as authorized by City law. 

The Commission would be selected without involvement by elected officials and consist 
of 14 members and four alternates. The Commission would be established every ten years 
after each federal census and no later than April 1 of each year ending in the number zero. 
Each member of the Commission would begin their term on the date of selection and expire 
upon the selection of the succeeding Commission’s first member. The qualifications and 
restrictions of Commission members include the following: 

• Be at least 18 years old and a resident of the LAUSD at the time of selection;
TQ2-E
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• Have resided in the LAUSD for at least three years immediately preceding the 
person’s submission of an application;

• Demonstrate collaborative skills, experience in civic engagement, and the ability to 
analyze complex data;

• A person is not required to be a registered voter or a citizen of the United States;
• A person cannot be an LAUSD employee or LAUSD commissioner for at least four 

years preceding the submission of an application;
• A person or person’s spouse or family cannot be engaged in prior political lobbying 

activities described in the California Elections Code provisions regarding eligibility 
requirements for independent redistricting commissions; 

• Commission members are required to file a statement of economic interests and 
other financial disclosures;

• While serving on the Commission, a person cannot endorse, work for, volunteer for, 
or make a campaign contribution to, any elected member of the Board of Education 
or candidate for elective Board of Education office, or serve on a redistricting 
commission for any other governing body; 

• A Commissioner may be removed for substantial neglect of duty or other misconduct 
in office by a two-thirds vote of the Commission, which may be appealed to the City 
Ethics Commission; and

• The City Clerk would manage the Commission application process, with the Ethics 
Commission providing oversight. 

This Charter amendment will become effective if approved by a majority of voters. 

FINANCIAL IMPACT STATEMENT
BY MATTHEW W. SZABO, CITY ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER

This measure establishes a 14-member Independent Redistricting Commission for the Los 
Angeles Unified School District (LAUSD) every ten years. Commissioner compensation will 
be set by Ordinance in amounts unknown at this time. This measure requires the City Clerk 
and the Ethics Commission to support commissioner selection and requires the City Clerk 
to support administrative tasks associated with the normal functions of the commission. 
While commissioner compensation will be established via Ordinance and City Department 
administrative costs will be addressed as part of the City’s annual budget process once 
administrative procedures are developed, actual costs will vary from year-to-year based 
on commission workload. Partial year costs are anticipated beginning in 2028-29 with an 
estimated impact of $1,163,746 to the City’s General Fund. Full year costs for 2029-30 are 
estimated at $2,485,756. Cumulative costs over the life of the commission are anticipated to 
be approximately $6,161,630. Costs shall be reimbursed by LAUSD.

TQ2-E
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ARGUMENT IN FAVOR OF CHARTER AMENDMENT LL

YES ON CHARTER AMENDMENT LL – Independent Redistricting Commission for the Los 
Angeles Unified School District  

Los Angeles Unified School District (LAUSD) families and students deserve a redistricting 
process that prioritizes community representation—NOT political insiders. Every ten years, 
federal law requires the boundaries of Board Districts to be redrawn because of population shifts. 
This redistricting process determines where Board District boundaries are set, and influences 
which communities have representation on the LAUSD Board, and which communities are 
silenced. 
 
Currently, incumbent politicians determine the boundaries of Board Districts. This process is 
undermined by politics instead of focusing on the students, families, and communities that 
LAUSD serves. We need a system that gives the power of redistricting to the people – not 
politicians.  

Charter Amendment LL will give the important decision-making power to community 
members across LAUSD and will completely take that power out of the hands of 
politicians. An independent redistricting commission is a proven, trusted, nonpartisan reform 
that has worked well in countless other California jurisdictions. It allows unbiased and impartial 
residents within LAUSD to draw Board District boundaries based on input from the public.  

Charter Amendment LL will:  

 ● Give independent redistricting commissioners full authority to adopt new redistricting 
plans for LAUSD without influence of politicians, while requiring transparency and 
public input throughout the process 

 ● Ensure representation from all communities across LAUSD, including cities and 
unincorporated communities within the District  

 ● Protect communities of interest so they can be truly represented in Board Districts  

 ● Prohibit gerrymandering and ban the manipulation of Districts to benefit a candidate 
or party  

 ● Ensure parents and guardians of current LAUSD students have representation on 
the commission 

Arguments printed on this page are the opinions of the authors and are not checked for accuracy 
by any City agency.

AFLL-E NOVEMBER 2024
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 ● Guarantee that LAUSD stakeholders – including youth and students, District staff and 
teachers, and others – can participate 

The new commission will begin its important work in 2030 and will rid this process of political 
influence.   

Please join us in voting YES on Charter Amendment LL!  

PERSONS SIGNING ARGUMENTS IN FAVOR OF CHARTER AMENDMENT LL

 
COMMON CAUSE JACKIE GOLDBERG 
Dan Vicuna Board President 
Director of Redistricting and Representation Los Angeles Unified School District

TANYA ORTIZ FRANKLIN HECTOR SANCHEZ 
Board Member Deputy Political Director
Los Angeles Unified School District  Community Coalition

JOHN KIM DAVID LEVITUS
President and CEO Executive Director  
Catalyst California LA Forward Institute

VANESSA ARAMAYO
CEO and President
Alliance for a Better Community

NO ARGUMENT AGAINST THIS MEASURE WAS SUBMITTED.

Arguments printed on this page are the opinions of the authors and are not checked for accuracy 
by any City agency.

AFLL-E NOVEMBER 2024

E299202  City of LA   5 3/8” x 8 3/8”  Black   Proof #4       GB



8

E299202  City of LA   5 3/8” x 8 3/8”  Black   Proof #3       GB

RAALL-E

REBUTTAL ARGUMENT IN FAVOR OF CHARTER AMENDMENT LL

Voting YES on Charter Amendment LL ensures that parents, families, and regular folks control 
redistricting for the Los Angeles Unified School District (LAUSD). 

Voters should pick their politicians, politicians should not pick their voters. Charter Amendment 
LL puts LAUSD students and families first during the redistricting process and prevents 
politicians from gerrymandering school board district boundaries. A YES vote means that an 
independent redistricting commission composed of qualified and unbiased community members 
will lead the process. Community members will reflect the diversity of the LAUSD communities, 
eliminating the conflicts of interest inherent in politicians drawing their own districts. 

“Jurisdictions that have enacted truly independent redistricting commissions have high levels of 
public participation, less gerrymandering and districts that represent communities, not individual 
politicians’ interests.” – The Los Angeles Times 

Independent redistricting commissions work to put the interests of the people first. Join us in 
voting YES on Charter Amendment LL!

PERSONS SIGNING REBUTTAL ARGUMENT IN FAVOR OF 
CHARTER AMENDMENT LL

CALIFORNIA COMMON CAUSE DR. LORAINE LUNDQUIST 
Russia Chavis Cardenas Former Member
Voting Rights and Redistricting Program Manager 2021 LAUSD Redistricting Commission

REVEREND EDDIE ANDERSON KRISTINE WILLIAMS
LA City Redistricting Commissioner 2020 Vice President - Strategic Initiatives
 Community Development Technologies Center

HENRY PEREZ LAURICE SOMMERS AND MARY DICKSON
Executive Director  Co-Presidents
InnerCity Struggle League of Women Voters Greater Los Angeles

Arguments printed on this page are the opinions of the authors and are not checked for accuracy 
by any City agency.

NOVEMBER 2024
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CHARTER AMENDMENT LL

Section 1.  Sections 810 to 819 are added to the Charter of the City of Los Angeles 
to read as follows:

Los Angeles Unified School District Independent Redistricting Commission

Sec. 810.  Commission Establishment and Purpose.

(a)  There shall be a Los Angeles Unified School District Independent Redistricting 
Commission (the “Commission”) that shall have the powers, duties, and responsibilities set forth 
in the City Charter and by ordinance.

(b)  The purpose of the Commission is to strengthen the governance of the Los Angeles 
Unified School District by developing Board of Education district boundaries through a fair, 
transparent, inclusive, and independent redistricting process that empowers public participation 
and public access to its proceedings.

Sec. 811.  Commission Organization, Powers, and Duties.

(a)  The Commission shall consist of 14 members and four alternate members.

(b)  A new Commission shall be established every ten years after each federal 
decennial census.  The members of the Commission shall be selected no later than April 1 of 
each year ending in the number zero.

(c)  The term of office of each member of the Commission shall begin on the date of 
that commissioner’s respective selection and shall expire upon the selection of the first member 
of the succeeding Commission.

(d)  The Commission shall have the power and duty to:

(1) adopt the boundaries of the Board of Education districts of the 
Los Angeles Unified School District following each federal decennial census;

(2)  comply with the redistricting criteria and process set forth in the Charter 
and by ordinance;

(3)  act in an impartial manner that ensures the integrity and fairness of the 
redistricting process;

(4)  educate and inform the public about redistricting, solicit and encourage 
public participation in the redistricting process, and hold public meetings and hearings 
that are accessible and provide the public the opportunity to participate and provide 
comment throughout the process;

New provisions or language added to the Charter or to existing Charter sections are shown 
in underline type; words deleted from the Charter or from existing Charter sections are shown 
in strikeout type.

NOVEMBER 2024
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(5)  make recommendations to the Mayor, City Council, and City Ethics 
Commission regarding redistricting matters; and

(6)  perform other redistricting functions as prescribed by ordinance.

(e)  The Commission may provide for youth participation on the Commission with 
participants selected through a process, and possessing the powers and duties, as provided 
by ordinance.

Sec. 812.  Commissioner Qualifications and Restrictions.

(a)  Each Commission member shall be at least 18 years old, unless a lower minimum 
age requirement is established by ordinance.  Each Commission member shall be a resident 
of the Los Angeles Unified School District at the time of selection, and shall have resided in the 
Los Angeles Unified School District for at least three years immediately preceding the person’s 
submission of an application.  A Commissioner is not required to be a registered voter or a 
citizen of the United States.

(b)  A person shall not be eligible to apply to or serve on the Commission if the person 
has been an employee of the Los Angeles Unified School District or a member of a Los Angeles 
Unified School District commission at any time in the four years immediately preceding the 
person’s submission of an application.

(c)  A person shall not be eligible to apply to or serve on the Commission if the person 
or person’s spouse or family has engaged in the prior political and lobbying activities described 
in the California Elections Code provisions regarding eligibility requirements for independent 
redistricting commissions.  Additional eligibility requirements may be provided by ordinance.

(d)  Applicants to the Commission shall demonstrate collaborative skills, experience 
in civic engagement, and the ability to analyze complex data.

(e) While serving on the Commission, a member of the Commission shall not 
endorse, work for, volunteer for, or make a campaign contribution to, any member of the Board 
of Education or candidate for elective Board of Education office, or serve on a redistricting 
commission for any other governmental body.

(f)  A member or former member of the Commission shall not do any of the following:

(1)  Be a candidate for an elective Board of Education office unless more 
than five years have elapsed from the commissioner’s last date of service on the 
Commission or ten years have elapsed from the date of the commissioner’s selection 
to the Commission, whichever is less.

(2)  Be a candidate for an elective Board of Education office for any district 
for which the election will be conducted using district boundaries that were adopted 
by the Commission on which the member served.

(g)  For a period of four years after the last date of service on the Commission or ten 
years after the date of selection to the Commission, whichever is less, a member or former 

NOVEMBER 2024
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member of the Commission shall not do any of the following:

(1)  Accept appointment to another commission of the Los Angeles Unified 
School District.

(2)  Accept employment as a paid staff member of, or receive compensation 
as a consultant to, a member of the Board of Education or candidate for elective 
Board of Education office.

(3)  Receive a non-competitively bid contract with the Los Angeles Unified 
School District.

(4)  Act as a registered Los Angeles Unified School District lobbyist.

(5)  Accept appointment to a Los Angeles Unified School District office.

(h)  Alternate members of the Commission shall be subject to the same eligibility 
requirements, standards of conduct, and restrictions as other Commission members.

Sec. 813.  Commissioner Selection and Removal.

(a)  An application process to identify prospective commissioners shall commence no 
later than April 1 of each year ending in the number nine.

(b)  The City Clerk shall manage the Commission application process, with the City 
Ethics Commission providing oversight.  The City Clerk and City Ethics Commission may 
delegate these responsibilities to their staff or consultants.

(c)  The City Clerk shall conduct an outreach and education program to ensure that 
there is publication and awareness of the Commission application process, with efforts to reach 
underserved communities and with efforts conducted in multiple languages as identified by 
ordinance.  The City Clerk shall monitor and make public the demographic data of application 
submissions and enhance outreach as reasonably needed to ensure that the applicant pool 
has a sufficient number of qualified applicants and reasonably reflects the Los Angeles Unified 
School District’s diversity.

(d) An interested person meeting the eligibility requirements for service on the 
Commission may submit an application to the City Clerk.  The City Clerk shall review the 
applications and establish an applicant pool consisting of those individuals who meet the 
objective eligibility requirements specified in subsections (a) through (c) of Section 812.

(e)  The City Clerk shall post the names of individuals in the applicant pool for public 
review and establish a process by which the public may provide information regarding the 
eligibility of an individual in the applicant pool.  The City Ethics Commission shall review the 
information provided by the public and determine whether any individual shall be removed from 
the applicant pool.

(f)  Following the public review period, the City Ethics Commission shall evaluate 
the applications of the individuals in the applicant pool to identify individuals who satisfy the 
eligibility requirements specified in subsections (a) through (d) of Section 812 and who shall 

NOVEMBER 2024
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be included in the Commission Selection Pool.  After the establishment of the Commission 
Selection Pool, the City Ethics Commission shall have the authority to receive information from 
the public and make determinations regarding the continuing eligibility of individuals in the 
Commission Selection Pool.

(g)  The City Clerk shall conduct a random drawing at a public meeting to select one 
person residing in the geographic region of each of the seven Board of Education districts.  The 
result of this selection process shall be the selection of seven members of the Commission, one 
from the geographic region of each of the seven Board of Education districts.

(h)  The seven selected commissioners shall review the applications of all remaining 
applicants in the Commission Selection Pool to select seven additional members of the 
Commission.  These selections shall be made at a public meeting by a two-thirds vote of the 
seven initial commissioners based on the applicant’s relevant experiences and backgrounds, 
familiarity with the Los Angeles Unified School District’s neighborhoods, ability to be impartial, 
and to ensure that the Commission reflects the Los Angeles Unified School District’s diversity, 
including racial, ethnic, sex, gender, sexual orientation, age, income, professional, and 
geographic diversity.  However, formulas or ratios shall not be applied for this purpose.  These 
selections also shall be made in a manner that ensures that at least four of the 14 members of 
the Commission are parents or guardians of pupils who attend a school within the Los Angeles 
Unified School District at the time of selection.

(i)  After the 14 commissioners have been selected, the Commission shall select four 
persons from the remaining applicants in the Commission Selection Pool to serve as alternate 
commissioners.  The selection of alternate commissioners shall be made in a manner that 
ensures geographic diversity among the alternate commissioners.

(j)  The Commission may remove a commissioner for substantial neglect of duty, 
gross misconduct in office, inability to discharge the duties of office, failure to comply with 
the commissioner eligibility requirements and restrictions described in Section 812, unexcused 
absences, or failure to abide by transparency requirements.  Removal under this provision 
requires a two-thirds vote of the Commission after providing the member notice of a public 
hearing and an opportunity to respond in writing and at the public hearing.  The removed 
member may appeal the Commission’s decision to the City Ethics Commission.

(k)  The Commission may immediately remove a commissioner who has been charged 
with a felony offense, or who has been charged with a criminal misdemeanor related to a 
violation of official duties as described in Section 207(c).  Removal under this provision requires 
a two-thirds vote of the Commission.  The removed member may appeal the Commission’s 
decision to the City Ethics Commission.

(l)  The position of a member of the Commission shall become vacant if the member 
pleads guilty to or no contest to or is convicted of a felony.

(m)    If a vacancy occurs on the Commission, the Chair of the Commission shall conduct
a random drawing at a public meeting to select one of the alternate commissioners to serve as 
a commissioner.

NOVEMBER 2024
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Sec. 814.  Redistricting Criteria.

(a)  The Commission shall adopt Board of Education district boundaries that comply 
with the United States Constitution, the California Constitution, and the federal Voting Rights 
Act of 1965.  Each district shall have a reasonably equal population with other districts, except 
where deviation is required to comply with the federal Voting Rights Act or as allowable by law.

(b)  In addition to following the requirements of subsection (a), the Commission shall 
adopt Board of Education district boundaries using the following criteria as set forth in the 
following order of priority:

(1)  To the maximum extent practicable, districts shall be geographically 
contiguous.  Areas that meet only at the points of adjoining corners are not contiguous.  
Areas that are separated by water and not connected by a bridge, tunnel, or regular 
ferry service are not contiguous.

(2)  To the maximum extent practicable, and where it does not conflict 
with the preceding criterion in this subsection, the geographic integrity of any local 
neighborhood or local community of interest shall be respected in a manner that 
minimizes its division.  A “community of interest” is a population that shares common 
social or economic interests that should be included within a single election district 
for purposes of its effective and fair representation.  Characteristics of communities 
of interest may include, but are not limited to, shared public policy concerns such 
as education, public safety, public health, environment, housing, transportation, and 
access to social services.  Characteristics of communities of interest may also include, 
but are not limited to, cultural districts, shared socioeconomic characteristics, similar 
voter registration rates and participation rates, and shared histories.  Communities 
of interest do not include relationships with political parties, incumbents, or political 
candidates.

(3)  To the maximum extent practicable, and where it does not conflict 
with the preceding criteria in this subsection, districts shall be bounded by natural 
and artificial barriers, by streets, or by the boundaries of the Los Angeles Unified 
School District.  District boundaries should be easily identifiable and understandable 
by residents.

(4)  To the maximum extent practicable, and where it does not conflict 
with the preceding criteria in this subsection, districts shall be drawn to encourage 
geographical compactness in a manner that nearby areas of population are not 
bypassed in favor of more distant populations.

(c)  The Commission shall not adopt district boundaries for the purpose of favoring 
or discriminating against an incumbent, political candidate, or political party, and the place of 
residence of an incumbent or candidate shall not be considered in the development of district 
boundaries.

(d)  Other additional criteria should be considered by the Commission when adopting 
district boundaries, including consideration of the community and cultural association with 

NOVEMBER 2024
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economic and cultural landmarks and resources.  All decisions concerning additional criteria 
shall be considered and approved in public meetings.  The Commission’s consideration of 
additional criteria should be considered in compliance with and subordinate to the applicable 
requirements of subsections (a) through (c). 

(e)  After the Commission has adopted district boundaries, the Commission shall 
number each Board of Education district such that, for as many residents as possible, the 
number of the Board of Education district they reside in remains the same.

Sec. 815.  Public Meetings, Outreach, and Accessibility.

(a)  The Commission shall comply with the Ralph M. Brown Act and other applicable 
open meeting laws.

(b)  The Commission shall take steps to encourage residents to participate in the 
redistricting process, including those in underrepresented communities and non-English 
speaking communities.

(c)  The Commission shall hold public hearings and workshops in a manner that 
ensures that the public has the opportunity to participate and comment in each phase of the 
redistricting process.

(d)   The Commission shall provide live translation of Commission meetings in English 
and Spanish and as further provided by ordinance.  The Commission shall provide materials in 
the languages required by federal and state law and as provided by ordinance.

(e)  The Commission shall develop and implement an Accessibility Plan to ensure 
that people with disabilities and seniors are able to access and fully participate in Commission 
meetings and hearings.  The Commission shall develop this plan prior to the initiation of public 
hearings.

(f)  For purposes of providing testimony, members of the Board of Education shall be 
subject to the same public comment procedures as members of the public.

(g)  Ex Parte Communications.

(1)  A member of the Commission shall not communicate with any individual 
or organization regarding redistricting matters outside of a public meeting.  This 
provision does not prohibit communications with another commissioner, Commission 
staff, legal counsel, or consultants retained by the Commission.  This provision does 
not prohibit communications with City and Los Angeles Unified School District staff to 
the extent those communications are related to administrative matters or educational 
presentations made to the public.

(2)  The Executive Director of the Commission, any mapping staff member 
or mapping consultant of the Commission, and other Commission staff as designated 
by the Commission shall not communicate with any member of the Board of 
Education or elected City officer, candidate for elective Board of Education or City 
office, or staff of any such member or candidate, either directly or through an agent, 
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regarding redistricting matters outside of a public meeting.  This provision does not 
prohibit communications with City and Los Angeles Unified School District staff to 
the extent those communications are related to administrative matters or educational 
presentations made to the public.

(3)  A member or employee of the City Ethics Commission, City Clerk, 
or other City department involved in the process for selecting members of the 
Commission shall not communicate with any member of the Board of Education or 
elected City officer, candidate for elective Board of Education or City office, or staff of 
any such officer or candidate, either directly or through an agent, regarding any matter 
related to the selection process outside of a public meeting before that process has 
been completed.  This provision does not prohibit communications to the extent those 
communications are related to administrative matters, legal advice, or educational 
presentations made to the public.

(4)  The Commission may adopt other rules regarding communications 
provided the rules comply with the Brown Act, do not conflict with the provisions in 
this subsection, and are adopted in a public meeting of the Commission.

Sec. 816.  Commission Conduct of Business, Administration, and Personnel.

(a)  Each member and alternate member of the Commission shall be a designated 
employee in the conflict of interest code for the Commission adopted pursuant to the California 
Political Reform Act, and shall file with the City Ethics Commission a statement of economic 
interests and other financial disclosure statements as required by law.

(b)  The affirmative votes of a majority of the Commission shall be required for any 
official action, except the following actions which shall require the approval of two-thirds of the 
Commission:

(1)  a vote for the final redistricting plan;

(2)  a vote to remove a commissioner;

(3)  a vote for the selection of the seven commissioners described in Section 
813(h);

(4)  a vote to hire the Executive Director, mapping consultant or mapping 
staff member, and any other position designated as key staff by the Commission; and

(5)  a vote to authorize the delegation of hiring or contracting authority, to 
the extent such authority is delegable under state and City law.

(c)  The alternate members of the Commission may fully participate in Commission 
deliberations but may not vote and may not be counted towards the establishment of a quorum.

(d)  The Commission shall select one commissioner to serve as the Chair of the 
Commission.  The Commission may designate other officers from its membership.

NOVEMBER 2024



16
TXT2-8-E

E299202  City of LA   Proof #10     5 3/8” x 8 3/8”    GB

(e)   Consideration of principles for the development of district boundaries for draft 
and final redistricting plans shall be conducted in a public meeting and approved by a vote of 
the Commission.

(f)  The Commission shall post proposed map principles and any proposed final 
map on the Commission’s website for a minimum of seven days before consideration at a 
Commission hearing or meeting.

(g)  The Commission shall hire an Executive Director and redistricting, technology, 
and outreach staff, whose positions shall be exempt from the civil service provisions of the 
Charter.

(h)    The Commission shall have the authority to hire consultants through a competitive 
process consistent with the contracting provisions of the Charter and as provided by ordinance.

(i)   The City Clerk shall provide support to the Commission in accessing City 
resources, coordinating with City and Los Angeles Unified School District departments and 
personnel, and other administrative matters as needed.  The executive office of the Board of 
Education also shall provide support to the Commission.

(j)    The Commission may utilize the City Attorney as legal counsel or may request 
the City Attorney to retain legal counsel for the Commission.

Sec. 817.  Adoption of Final Redistricting Plan.

(a)  The Commission shall adopt its final redistricting plan establishing new Board of 
Education district boundaries no later than September 30 of each year ending in the number 
one.

(b)  If the Commission does not adopt a final redistricting plan by the deadline in 
subsection (a), the City Attorney shall immediately petition the Superior Court for an order 
prescribing new Board of Education district boundaries in accordance with the redistricting 
criteria described in Section 814, and those boundaries shall apply to Board of Education 
elections until the Commission is able to adopt a final redistricting plan.

(c)  The Commission shall issue, with the final plan, a report that explains the basis on 
which the Commission made its decisions in achieving compliance with the redistricting criteria 
described in Section 814.

(d)  Upon adoption of a final redistricting plan, the Commission shall submit the plan, 
final report, and any other accompanying materials to the City Clerk and publish this material on 
the Commission’s redistricting website.

(e)  The City Clerk shall post the Commission’s final redistricting plan and report on 
the City’s website.  The City Clerk shall publish the final plan and description of the new Board 
of Education district boundaries in the same manner as an ordinance of the City.

(f)  The final redistricting plan establishing new Board of Education districts shall 
become effective 31 days from its publication as provided for ordinances in the Charter.
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(g)  The final redistricting plan shall be subject to referendum in the same manner as 
a City ordinance.

(h)  No change in the boundary or location of any district by redistricting shall operate 
to abolish or terminate the term of office of any member of the Board of Education prior to the 
expiration of the term of office for which the member was elected.

(i)  District boundaries adopted by the Commission shall not be altered until after the 
next federal decennial census occurs except to settle a legal claim or in response to an order 
of a court.

(j)  Any territory annexed to or consolidated with the Los Angeles Unified School 
District shall be added to an adjacent district or districts by the Commission.  The addition shall 
be effective upon the completion of the annexation or consolidation proceedings.

Sec. 818.  Commission Funding.

(a)  The City Council and Mayor shall provide sufficient funds to meet the needs for 
the formation and operation of the Commission, including to compensate Commission staff, 
consultants and legal counsel, conduct outreach to solicit broad public participation in the 
redistricting process, and, if necessary, defend the actions of the Commission in any legal 
proceeding.

(b)  The City Council and Mayor shall provide funds to all City departments involved 
with the formation of the Commission, providing support to the Commission, and maintaining 
the records of the Commission.

(c)  The Los Angeles Unified School District shall reimburse the City for costs incurred 
by the City, including City departments, for the formation and operation of the Commission.

(d)  Commissioners shall be compensated as provided by ordinance.

Sec. 819.  Commission Recommendations.

(a) The Commission may recommend changes to the independent redistricting 
process described in the City Charter and Administrative Code by submitting a report to 
the City Ethics Commission with findings, analysis, and data that support the Commission’s 
recommendations.

(b)  The City Ethics Commission shall review the Commission’s recommendations and 
may transmit a report to the City Council containing recommendations for amendments to the 
City Charter and Administrative Code regarding redistricting.  To the extent the recommendations 
include amendments to the Administrative Code, the Ethics Commission shall also prepare 
and transmit, with the assistance of the City Attorney, any proposed ordinance that would be 
required to effectuate the recommended amendments.

(c)  Administrative Code Amendments.  Within 60 days of submission of an Ethics 
Commission report and accompanying proposed ordinance recommending amendments to 
the Administrative Code regarding redistricting, the City Council shall hold a public hearing 
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concerning the matter and act to approve, without change, or disapprove the proposed 
ordinance.  If the Council fails to disapprove within the 60-day period, the proposed ordinance 
shall be presented to the Mayor for approval or veto, and to the Council for override of the 
Mayor’s veto.  If approved by the Mayor, or the Mayor fails to act, or approved by the Council on 
override of the Mayor’s veto, the proposed ordinance shall be deemed approved.  

(d) Charter Amendments.  An Ethics Commission report recommending an 
amendment to the City Charter regarding redistricting shall be considered by the City Council in 
time to allow for submittal of the charter amendment to the voters at the next available election.  
An amendment to the City Charter requires the approval of the voters of the City.

Sec. 2.  Section 802 of the Charter of the City of Los Angeles is repealed as follows:

Sec. 802. Board of Education Redistricting.

(a)  Redistricting by Ordinance.  Every ten years, the Council shall by ordinance 
redistrict the Los Angeles Unified School District into seven districts designated in the ordinance 
by numbers from one to seven, inclusive. Those districts shall be used for all elections of 
members of the Board of Education, including their recall, and for filling any vacancy in the 
office of member of the Board of Education, after the effective date of the ordinance and until 
new districts are established.

(b)  Redistricting Commission.  There shall be a Redistricting Commission to advise 
the Council on drawing of Board district lines. The Commission members shall be appointed 
in the following manner: one by each member of the Board of Education, four by the Council 
President, and four by the Mayor. Notwithstanding the provision of Section 501(d), one of the 
Council President’s appointees, and one of the Mayor’s appointees, must reside within the Los 
Angeles Unified School District but outside the limits of the City. No officer or employee of the 
School District shall be eligible to serve on the Commission. The Redistricting Commission shall 
appoint a director and other personnel, consistent with budgetary approval, which positions 
shall be exempt from the civil service provisions of the Charter.

(c)  Redistricting Process.  The Redistricting Commission shall be appointed 
before the date by which the Census Bureau is to release the decennial census data. A new 
Commission shall be appointed to advise the Council prior to each subsequent redistricting. The 
Commission shall begin the redistricting process at any time after appointment, but no later than 
June 1, 2021, and each subsequent tenth anniversary of that date. The Commission shall seek 
public input throughout the redistricting process. The Commission shall present its proposal for 
redistricting to the Council no later than a date prescribed by ordinance.

 The Council shall adopt a redistricting ordinance no later than December 31, 2021, 
and each subsequent tenth anniversary of that date. Nothing in this section shall prohibit the 
Council from redistricting with greater frequency provided that districts so formed each contain, 
as nearly as practicable, equal portions of the total population of the Los Angeles Unified School 
District as shown by the Federal Census immediately preceding the formation of districts or 
based upon other population reports or estimates as may be determined by the Council to be 
substantially reliable.
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(d)  Criteria for Redistricting.  All districts shall be drawn in conformance with the 
requirements of state and federal law and to the extent feasible shall keep neighborhoods and 
communities intact, utilize natural boundaries or street lines, be geographically compact, and 
conform to high school attendance zones.

(e)  Effect of Redistricting on Incumbents.  No change in the boundary or location 
of any district by redistricting shall operate to abolish or terminate the term of office of any 
member of the Board of Education prior to expiration of the term of office for which that member 
was elected.

(f)  Annexation or Consolidation.  Territory added to the Los Angeles Unified 
School District after the adoption of a districting ordinance shall be added to an adjacent and 
contiguous district or districts by the Council by ordinance.

(g)  Terms.  Members of the Board of Education shall hold their office for a term of 
four years except as provided in Section 806. The terms of office of those Board members 
elected from odd-numbered districts shall commence during each fourth anniversary of 1979, 
and for the members elected from even numbered districts shall commence during each fourth 
anniversary of 1981, except as provided in Section 806 and until the year 2020. Beginning in 
the year 2020, the terms of office of those Board members elected from odd-numbered districts 
shall commence during each fourth anniversary of the year 2020 and for the members elected 
from even-numbered districts shall commence during each fourth anniversary of the year 2022. 
No person may serve more than three terms of office as a member of the Board of Education. 
This limitation on the number of terms of office shall not apply to any unexpired term to which a 
person is elected or appointed if the remainder of the term is less than one-half of the full term 
of office. The limitation on the number of terms of office shall apply only to terms of office that 
begin on or after March 1, 2007.

Sec. 3.  Section 806 of the Charter of the City of Los Angeles is amended to read as 
follows:

Sec. 806.  Board of Education Term of Office.

(a)  Members of the Board of Education shall hold their office for a term of four years 
except as provided in subsection (b).

(b)(a)  Notwithstanding any other provision of the Charter, in order to transition to new 
election dates starting in 2020, Board of Education members elected in 2015 shall be elected 
for a term expiring in December 2020 and members elected in 2017 shall be elected for a term 
expiring in December 2022.

(c)(b)  The term of a member of the Board of Education shall commence on the first 
day of July next following his or her election until the year 2020. Beginning in the year 2020, the 
The terms of office for those members of the Board of Education from odd-numbered districts 
shall commence during each fourth anniversary of the year 2020.  The terms of office for those 
members of the Board of Education from even-numbered districts shall commence during each 
fourth anniversary of the year 2022.  The term of a member of the Board of Education shall 
commence on the second Monday in December next following his or her election.
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(d)(c)  No person shall serve more than three terms of office as a member of the 
Board of Education.  This limitation on the number of terms of office shall not apply to any 
unexpired term to which a person is elected or appointed if the remainder of the term is less than 
one-half of the full term of office.  The limitation on the number of terms of office shall apply only 
to terms of office that begin on or after March 1, 2007.  For purposes of this subsection the term 
limits contained in Section 802(g), the term of office of Board of Education members elected in 
2015 and 2017 as described in subsection (b)(a) of this section shall count as one term.

Sec. 4.  If any section, clause, sentence, phrase, or portion of this Charter amendment 
is held unconstitutional or invalid by any court or tribunal of competent jurisdiction, the remaining 
sections, clauses, sentences, phrases, or portions of this article shall remain in full force and 
effect, and to this end the provisions of this article are severable.  In addition, the voters declare 
that they would have passed all sections, clauses, sentences, phrases, or portions of this Charter 
amendment without the section, clause, sentence, phrase or portion held unconstitutional or 
invalid.
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2.

3.

4.

5.

6.
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8.

9.

10.

The right to vote if you are a registered voter. You are eligible to vote if 
you are:

The right to vote if you are a registered voter even if your name is not 
on the list.
You will vote using a provisional ballot. Your vote will be counted if elections 
officials determine that you are eligible to vote.

The right to vote if you are still in line when the polls close.

The right to cast a secret ballot without anyone bothering you or telling you 
how to vote.

The right to get a new ballot if you have made a mistake, if you have not 
already cast your ballot. You can:
Ask an elections official at a polling place for a new ballot,
Exchange your vote-by-mail ballot for a new one at an elections office, or 
at your polling place, or
Vote using a provisional ballot.

The right to get help casting your ballot from anyone you choose, except 
from your employer or union representative.

The right to drop off your completed vote-by-mail ballot at any polling 
place in California.

The right to get election materials in a language other than English if 
enough people in your voting precinct speak that language.

The right to ask questions to elections officials about election procedures 
and watch the election process. If the person you ask cannot answer your 
questions, they must send you to the right person for an answer. If you are 
disruptive, they can stop answering you.

The right to report any illegal or fraudulent election activity to an elections 
official or the Secretary of State’s office.

a U.S. citizen living in California

If you believe you have been denied 
any of these rights, call the Secretary of 
State’s confidential toll-free Voter Hotline 
at (800) 345-VOTE (8683).

On the web at www.sos.ca.gov

By phone at (800) 345-VOTE (8683)

By email at elections@sos.ca.gov

registered where you currently live
at least 18 years old

Not currently serving a state 
or federal prison term for the 
conviction of a felony, and
not currently found mentally 
incompetent to vote by a court

YOU HAVE THE FOLLOWING RIGHTS

Voter Bill of Rights
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Voter Accessibility Information

Accessibility and other assisted devices
(800) 815-2666, Option 4 (LA County Hotline)

LA County Vote Centers provide wheelchair accessibility and/or curbside voting. 
Inside the Vote Center you may find devices to assist you in your voting experience.

Audio Recordings (213) 978-0444
Audio equipment is available at all Vote Centers to assist you.

Audio recordings of the measures included in this booklet are available in 
English, Armenian, Chinese, Farsi, Hindi, Japanese, Khmer, Korean, Rus-
sian, Spanish, Tagalog, Thai, and Vietnamese. These recordings are avail-
able on our website: clerk.lacity.gov/elections/multilingual-services and at 
the following locations:

Braille Institute Library
741 North Vermont Avenue
Los Angeles, CA  90029
(323) 660-3880

Central Library
630 West 5
Los Angeles, CA  90071
(213) 228-7000

th Street

Voters may also request a copy of the audio recordings from our office:

Office of the City Clerk-Election Division
Attn: Audio Recordings
555 Ramirez Street, Space 300
Los Angeles, CA 90012

TTD Phone Number (562) 462-2259
A TTD phone number is provided for voters who are hearing impaired.

Language Assistance (213) 978-0444
The City also provides voting materials in Armenian, Chinese, Farsi, Hindi, 
Japanese, Khmer, Korean, Russian, Spanish, Tagalog, Thai, and
Vietnamese.
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Lead or Join Your Neighborhood Council

Neighborhood Councils are the grassroots arm of the City of 
Los Angeles government. You can: 

• Advise City leaders on important local issues.
• Be as effective as the most powerful lobbyists.
• Set priorities for community improvement projects.
• Monitor and improve services such as: street and sidewalk 

repair, crime fighting, and managing traffic.
• Determine how your Neighborhood Council should use their 

annual operating budget.

LA’s 99 Neighborhood Councils serve all who live, work, 
study, worship, own property or a  business, or belong to 
service organizations based within their communities.   

LEARN MORE
Visit www.99NCs.com to find your Neighborhood Council 

and learn how to get involved in the upcoming 2025 
Neighborhood Council Elections.

For more information, you can contact via email or phone: 
EmpowerLA@LAcity.org 

(213) 978-1551 (9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. / M - F) 

Department of Neighborhood Empowerment 
200 North Spring Street, Room 2005, Los Angeles, CA 90012 

www.EmpowerLA.org
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OCTOBER

NOVEMBER

October 7, 2024
County of Los Angeles 
Registrar-Recorder/County 
Clerk will begin mailing Vote-By-
Mail ballots on or before this 
date.

October 21, 2024
Deadline to Register to Vote 
(Same Day Voter Registration 
still available for Conditional 
Voting)

November 5, 2024
Election Day
Vote Centers open at 7:00 a.m. 
and close at 8:00 p.m.

24
20

NOVEMBER 2024

Timeline of Important Dates

•

Vote-By-Mail Drop Off 
boxes open.

•
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For Election Information, 
please call 1-888-873-1000

The City of Los Angeles provides voter information  
in English as well as in the following languages:

Для получения копии данной брошюры на русском 
языке позвоните по номеру 1-800-994-VOTE (8683). 

Այս բրոշյուրի հայերեն օրինակն ստանալու համար 
զանգահարեք 1-800-994-VOTE (8683) հեռախոսահամարով։
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