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Council File Number
99-1571-S3

Title
VAN NUYS COMMUNITY COURT

Subject
Motion - The Van Nuys Community Court opened in May 2001, making it the first post-criminal filing
Community Court program in the State of California. The Van Nuys Community Court is a
problem-solving / collaborative court that links misdemeanor adjudication with social service
intervention and neighborhood restoration in the Van Nuys community. The development of the
Community Court program was based on a number of needs demonstrated in Van Nuys. There were
a vast number of low level, or quality-of-life crimes, that were not being addressed by the
overburdened police and court systems. Moreover, the community and elected officials held a desire
to get "to the core" of the problems, and why people commit crimes in the first place. The
community had realized that to respond only with punitive measures was not the solution for
offenders, the community, and the future of Van Nuys. Prior Council action (CF 99-1571) initiated
the creation of the Community Court on a pilot basis. The program has proven to be successful and
merits a review of potential funding sources to keep the program going. THEREFORE MOVE that
Chief Legislative Analyst, City Administrative Officer and Mayor's Office of Criminal Justice Planning
be requested to review potential funding sources in the amount of $170,000 for a one year
extension, while the Community Court identifies a permanent funding source. This review should
also include possible identification of County funding sources for this collaborative project.

Last Change Date
03/05/2019

Council District
6 

Mover Second
TONY CARDENAS ALEX PADILLA

Action History for Council File 99-1571-S3
Date Activity
03/05/2019 Community Impact Statement submitted by Van Nuys Neighborhood Council. 

Archive History

12-7-04 - This day's Council session
12-7-04 - Ref to Public Safety Committee
12-7-04 - File to Public Safety Committee Clerk
5-23-05 - For ref - Communication from the City Administrative Officer 0220-03614-0006, dated May
20, 2005, relative to potential funding sources in the amount of $170,000 for a one year extension of
services at the Van Nuys Community Court.
5-24-05 - Ref to Public Safety Committee - to Committee Clerk
6-17-05 - Council Action - Public Safety Committee report ADOPTED to INSTRUCT the Chief Legislative
Analyst (CLA), City Administrative Officer (CAO) and the Mayor's Criminal Justice Planning Office
(MCJPO) to report back in ninety days on the progress of the remaining amount required to fund the
Van Nuys Community Court Project through March 31, 2006.
6-27-05 - File to Public Safety Committee Clerk OK
6-28-05 - File in files
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