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PLAYA VISTA AREA C SPECIFIC PLAN 

ORDINANCE NO.i.fL3 (p 3 Cj 

An Ordinance amending Ordinance No. 160,522 which established a Specific 

Plan for the Playa VIsta Area C portion of the Palms-Mar Vista-Del Rey 

District Plan. 

WHEREAS, Proposition 20, passed by the people of the State of California In 

1972. declared the California Coastal Zone a resource of statewide 

significance; and 

WHEREAS, the California Coastal Act of 1976, Public Resources Code Section 

30000 et. seq. (the "Coastal Act"), was promulgated to implement the goals of 

Proposition 20 and to establish certain basic goals, as follows: 

1. To protect, maintain, enhance and, where feasible, restore the 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

overall quality of the Coastal Zone environment; 

To assure balanced utilization of Coastal Zone resources; 

To maximize public access and recreational opportunities consistent 

with resource conservation principles and private property rights; 
( 

To assure priority for coastal-dependent over other development; 

To encourage State and local efforts to coordinate planning for 

mutually beneficial uses; and 

WHEREAS, the Coastal Act requires local government to prepare a Local Coastal 

Program for that portion of the Coastal Zone which lies within Its 

jurisdiction; and 
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WHEREAS, Playa Vista Area C lies within that portion of the Palms-Mar 

Vista-Del Rey District Plan located within the Coastal Zone as designated by 

the State legislature; and 

WHEREAS, after many public meetings addressing key Issues of access, 

recreation, environmentally sensitive habitat areas, new development, visual 

resources, water and marine resources and visitor-serving facilities, a Coastal 

Land Use Plan was prepared; and 

WHEREAS, the State Coastal Commission approved such Land Use Plan; and 

I 
WHEREAS, concurrently herewith the City of Los Angeles has adopted 

amendments to the Palms-Mar Vista-Del Rey District Plan which are consistent 

with such Land Use Plan; and 

WHEREAS, the development of a Specific Plan has been deemed the most 

appropriate mechanism for preparing specific land use policies and regulations 

to Implement such amendments to the Palms-Mar Vista-Del Rey District Plan; 

and 

WHEREAS, such Specific Plan and such amendments to the Palms-Mar Vista-Del 

Rey District Plan are intended to constitute the City's Local Coastal Program 

for Playa Vista Area C. 
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NOW THEREFORE THE PEOPLE OF THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES DO ORDAIN AS 

FOLLOWS: 

SECTION 1 - ESTABLISHMENT OF SPECIFIC PLAN 

The City Council hereby establishes the Playa Vista Area C Specific Plan 

applicable to that area of the City of Los Angeles shown within heavy lines on 

the Map in Figure 1. 

This Specific Plan is intended to provide, together with the regulations set 

forth in Chapter 1 of the Code, regulatory controls and incentives for the 

systematic implementation of that portion of the Palms-Mar Vista-Del Rey 

District Plan which includes the above-described area and to provide for public 

needs, convenience and general welfare as the development of such area 

necessitates. Such regulations limit the density of land use to that which can 

be accommodated under existing and presently planned public street 

improvements and transportation programs which impact the area covered by 

this Specific Plan. 

SECTION 2 - PURPOSE 

The following purposes shall apply in the Playa Vista Area C Specific Plan 

area: 

- To implement the goals and policies of the Coastal Act. 

- The establish a Local Coastal Program for that portion of the 

Palms-Mar VIsta-Del Rey District within the Coastal Zone as 

designated by the State Legislature. 
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- To protect, maintain, enhance and, where feasible, restore the overall 

quality of the Coastal Zone environment and Its natural and man-made 

resources. 

To assure that maximum public access to the coast and public recreation 

areas is provided. 

To prepare specific provisions tailored to the particular conditions 

and circumstances of Playa Vista Area C, consistent with the general 

policies of the adopted Los Angeles General Pl.an. 

- To regulate all development, Including use, height, density and other 

factors in order that it be compatible In character with the existing 

community and to provide for the consideration of aesthetics and scenic 

preservation and enhancement. 

SECTION 3 - RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER PROVISIONS OF CHAPTER 1 OF THE 

MUNICIPAL CODE OF THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES 

The regulations of this Specific Plan are in addition to those set forth in 

Chapter 1 of the Code and do not convey any rights or privileges not 

otherwise granted under the provisions and procedure contained in said 

Chapter, except as specifically provided for herein. Wherever this Specific 

Plan contains provisions different from or in conflict with provisions contained 

elsewhere in Chapter 1, this Specific Plan shall supercede such other 

provisions. Procedures for the granting of exceptions to the requirements of 

this Specific Plan are established In Section 11.5.7-D of the Code. 
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SECTION 4 - DEFINITIONS 

Any term used in this Ordinance shall have the meaning specified for such 

term in either Section 12.03 of the Code or the meaning specified below, unless 

the context clearly indicates to the contrary: 

"City" shall~ the City of Los Angeles. 

"Code" shall mean the Municipal Code of the City of Los Angeles. 

"Commercial Billboard" shall mean a sign which directs attention to a 

business, product, or service, sold or offered or existing elsewhere than upon 

the site where such sign is located and which either expressly or implicitly 

invites a commercial transaction. 

"Convenience Commercial" shall mean a commercial area or uses designed 

to satisfy the needs of the surrounding residential community. 

"District Plan" shall mean the adopted Palms-Mar Vista-Del Rey District 

Plan, a part of the General Plan of the City of Los Angeles. 

"Dwelling Unit, Market Rate" shall mean dwelling units permitted to be 

constructed under this Ordinance other than Low and Moderate income dwelling 

units. 

"Dwelling Unit, Low Income" shall mean (a) housing renting for a monthly 

rental or not more than 25% of the monthly household income of a household 

earning up to 80% of the Median Income or (b) housing selling for a total 

purchase price not exceeding two and one-half times the annual household 

income of a household earning up to 80% of the Median Income. 

"Dwelling Unit, Moderate Income" shall mean (a) housing renting for a 

monthly rental of not more than 30% of the monthly household income of a 

household earning between 80% and 120% of the Median Income or (b) housing 

selling for a total purchase price not exceeding three times the annual 
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household income of a household earning between 80% to 120% of the Median 

Income. 

"Dwelling Unit, Senior Citizen" shall mean a dwelling unit made available 

to a person or persons over the age of 62 who meet the low- or 

moderate-income requirement. 

"Feasible" shall mean capable of being accomplished in a successful 

manner within a reasonable period of time, taking into account economic, 

environmental, social and technological factors. 

"Floor Area" shall mean the total of the gross area of the floor surfaces 

within the exterior wall of the building, not including space devoted to 

stairwells, basement storage, required corridors, public restrooms, elevator 

shafts, light courts, vehicle parking and areas incident thereto, mechanical 

equipment Incidental to the operation of such building, and covered public 

pedestrian circulation areas, including atriums, ·lobbies, plazas, patios, decks, 

arcades and similar areas, except public circulation areas or portions thereof 

that are used solely for commercial purposes. 

"Map" shall mean the Map contained in Section 1 of this Ordinance. 

"Median Income" shall mean an income value as established and published 

periodically by the Federal Department of Housing and Urban Development or 

its successor agency for the Los Angeles metropolitan area. 

"Plot Plan" shall mean a document or documents which pictorially 

describe, by means or professionally accepted architectural graphic techniques, 

the location, appearance, configuration and dimensions of any proposed 

buildings, structures and attendant site improvements including, but not 

limited to, landscaping and Signs, and any public or private easements. 

"Sign" shall mean any display, board, screen, object or part thereof used 

to announce, declare, demonstrate, display, Identify or otherwise advertise 
J 
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and attract the attention of the public, including signs identifying services or 

products available on the premises or identifying the occupant or premises. 

"Specific Plan Area" shall mean that area shown within the heavy lines of 

the Map in Section 1 of this Ordinance. 

"Visitor Serving Commercial" shall mean commercial uses which serve 

visitors to the specific plan area. The uses permitted herein are a mix of 

overnight accommodations, service and convenience oriented commercial, 

shopping and dining facilities. 

SECTION 5 - ZONE REGULATIONS 

A. General Provisions 

Section 12.04 of the Code is hereby amended by adding to the Zoning Map 

which is incorporated In and made a part of Article 2 of Chapter 1 of the 

Code the zones and zone boundaries shown upon the Map, so that the 

portion of the Zoning Map covering the Specific Plan Area shall be as 

designated on the Map. The zone boundaries shown upon the Map are 

approximate, · and zone boundary interpretations or adjustments may be 

made as part of the Plot Plan review and approval process under Section 

7 of this Ordinance when such zone boundary interpretations or 

adjustments meet the overall intent of the Specific Plan regarding location 

of land uses, and/or when necessary to ensure that such zone boundaries 

precisely coincide with future street, alley or lot lines. Notwithstanding 

any provision of Article 2 of Chapter 1 of the Code to the contrary, 

every lot within the Specific Plan Area shall conform to the requirements 

set forth in this Section 5. Except as provided in Section 7 of this 

Ordinance, no building, structure or land within the Specific Pian Area 

shall be used and no building or structure shall be erected, structurally 
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altered, enlarged or maintained within the Specific Plan Area without a 

Plot Plan approval as provided in said Section 7 having been first 

obtained. The Plot Plan approval process set forth in said Section 7 

shall be in addition to, and not in lieu of, any subdivision proceeding, 

including public hearings as required therein, involving the property for 

which Plot Plan approval is requested. No building permit shall be issued 

for any building, structure or other development of property within the 

Specific Plan Area unless and until a flood control plan for the entire 

Specific Plan Area has been approved by the Los Angeles County Flood 

Control District. 

B. Residential Regulations 

1. General Provisions 

a. "Quimby" Dedication Requirements 

(I) The dedication and restoration of the Ballona Wetlands as 

defined and set forth In Ballona Wetlands Management 

Program prepared pursuant to Section 10 of Ordinance 

No. (Playa Vista Area B Specific Plan). together 

with the park or recreational space required to be 

provided under subsection (ii) below, are hereby found to 

satisfy the requirements of Section 17.12 of the Code for 

dedication of real property for park and recreational 

purposes, or for the payment of a fee in lieu thereof, in 

connection with the construction or development of any and 

all dwelling units within the Specific Plan Area. 

Subdivision maps for residential or condominium purposes 

are hereby authorized to be recorded without any further 

compliance with Section 17.12 of the Code. 
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(ii) Park or recreation space in an amount equal to 100 square 

feet per dwelling unit within the Specific Plan Area shall 

be provided to meet the recreation needs of the future 

residents. In no event shall less than 5 acres of such 

park or recreation space be provided upon completion of 

the total number of dwelling units permitted to be 

constructed within the Specific Plan Area pursuant to 

Section 6A of this Ordinance. Park or recreational space 

provided anywhere within the Specific Plan Area shall 

satisfy the foregoing requirement for any particular 

residential development provided that· such space will be 

accessible to the residents of such development. 

b. Low and Moderate Income Housing Provisions 

Low and moderate income dwelling units in an amount equal to 

15% of the total number of dwelling units permitted to be 

constructed within the Specific Plan Area pursuant to Section 

6A of this Ordinance shall be provided to meet the needs of low 

and moderate income individuals and families. Such units may 

be constructed In one or more phases and shall be completed 

not later than the completion of the final phase of the market 

rate dwelling units; provided, however, that if necessary 

government housing subsidies are not available in a timely 

manner for the construction of the low and moderate income 

dwelling units, land must be reserved for such units. Such 

land shall be reserved or suitably guaranteed to the satisfaction 

of the Advisory Agency at the time of approval of any 

subdivision covering market rate dwelling units, and the area 

of the reserved land shall be sufficient to permit under the 
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applicable zoning the eventual construction of a number of low 

and moderate income dwelling units equal to 15% of such market 

rate dwelling units. Such reserved land may be located, at 

the option of the subdivider, anywhere within the Specific Plan 

Area, within the areas governed by Ordinance No. __ _ 

(Playa Vista Area B Specific Plan), Ordinance No. 160,523 

(Playa Vista Area D Specific Plan). or anywhere outside such 

Area or areas; provided, however, that if the latter option is 

chosen, the reserved land shall be of sufficient area to permit 

the eventual construction of a number of low and moderate 

Income dwelling units' equal to 1. 25 times 15% of the market 

rate dwelling units covered by the subdivision. The exact 

location of the low and moderate income dwelling units shall be 

determined by the developers of such units, but Plot Plan 

review and approval pursuant to Section 7 of this Ordinance 

shall be obtained prior to the construction of such units. 

The Low and Moderate Income Dwelling Units may be provided 

outside of the Specific Plan Area (the "offsite Units"). so long 

as such offslte units are provided at a ratio of 1. 25 offsite 

units for each low and moderate Income dwelling unit required 

but not provided within the Specific Plan Area. Offslte units 

shall be constructed at the same time as each phase of the 

onsite units and at least fifty percent (SO%) of the total 

required low and moderate income dwelling units shall be 

onsite units. 

Notwithstanding anything in the foregoing to the contrary, some 

or all of the low and moderate income dwelling units required 

by this subsection may be located within the areas governed by 
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Ordinance No. --- (Playa Vista Area B Specific Plan) and 

Ordinance No. 160,523 (Playa Vista Area D Specific Plan) and, if 

so located, shall not be considered offsite units for the purpose 

of the 1. 25 offsite unit ratio described above. 

2. 11 R3 ( PV)-1 L" Residential Zone 

Subject to the applicable limitations and provisions of Section 6 of 

this Ordinance, the requirements of the "R3" Zone and Height 

District No. 1 L shall apply to all lots zoned "R3(PV)-1 L" within the 

Specific Plan Area, except that l!l within 70 'feet south of the 

northerly boundary line of the Specific Plan Area, ~ shown ~ the 

!!!!!E..!!!. Section 1 of this ordinance, no building or structure shall 

exceed a height of forty-five (45) feet or three (3) stories and 

(if) ~ building, structure or land shall be. used and ~ building or 

structure shall be erected, structurally altered, enlarged or 

maintained except for the following uses: 

- Dwellings, one family detached, one family attached, two family 

- Multiple and apartment houses 

- Accessory buildings, including private garages, accessory living 

quarters, servants quarters, recreation ~· or private stables, 

subject to the ~ limitations ~ ~ ~ forth in Section 12.08 

A.7 of the Code. -------
- Boarding .!!.!: rooming houses 

- _C_h_il_d _ca_r_e facilities _fo_r _no_t m_o_r_e _th_a_n _20 .::c.:.:h.:.:ll.::d:.:..r.::e;..:.n 

- Child care facilities or nursery schools for ~ than 20 children, 

when approved pursuant to the provisions of Section 12.24C of the 

Code. --
- Housing developments of the kind described in Section 
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12.24C.1.1(g) of the Code,~ approved pursuant to the 

provisions of Section 12. 24C. 

- Parks, playground or recreational or community centers when 

operated !?,y ~ government agency. 

3. 11 R4 ( PV] 11 Residential Zone 

Subject to the applicable limitations and provisions of Section 6 of 

this Ordinance, the requirements of the 11 R4 11 Zone, as modified by 

the provisions herein shall apply to all lots zoned "R4(PV) 11 within 

the Sped fie Plan Area. 

a. Use. No building, structure or land shall be used and no 

building or structure shall be erected, structurally altered, 

enlarged or maintained except for the following uses: pc1111it~ 

+n the '"Rit" ~e +nemdtng -eonditifmflf "ses enumerated +n 

Sedion H!.,-ilt ftf the Gode ~" tne-loartien -is appt"'oed 

pttl"!tf!lnt to the ~s ftf stteh Section.- Notuitl1stendtng 

t-he fftregofng; t-he -foii'Owmg "ses ~H be 151 ohlbited-:-

( 1) ++otefs;- apl!tl"tment -hotels; motels an-d rnetor lodges 

(2) -Edue!ltiolllll +nstittltmns; +nemdmg fl'lementltry <md high 

se lwoi s;- -eo lieges an-d -tmi"flof!'l"s+ties 

( 3) f't 11te1 11ity artd ~'01-ity ho"ses artd -dofomltories 

- Any ~ permitted .!!! the "R3 ( PV)-1 L Zone" 

- Boarding ~ for the aged 

- Child ~ facilities or nursery schools 

- Church, temple £! house of worship 

- Community Center. owned and operated !?,y a governmental 

agency 

- Educational institutions, Including elementary and high 

schools, colleges and universities 
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- Special care home 

b. Height. 

i. Within the area designated on the Map "RII(PV)-10 11 , no 

building or structure shall exceed ten (1 0) stories. 

ii. Within the area designated on the map "R4(PV)-15 11 , no 

building or structure shall exceed fifteen (15) stories. 

C. Commercial Zone Regulations 

1. "C1 ( PV)-1 VL" Commercial Zone 

Subject to the applicable limitations and provisions of Section 6 of 

this Ordinance, the requirements of the "C1" Zone and Height 

District No. 1VL shall apply to all lots zoned "C1 (PV)-1VL" within 

the Specific Plan Area, except that no building, structure or land 

shall be used and no building or structure shall be erected, 

structurally altered, enlarged or maintained except for the 

following convenience commercial uses: w+rieh ltl"e pe1111itted in the 
( 

ll€+u ~ inefuding-eond+tioutl! ttses enumel"llted in Section H-:-~lt of 

the C-ede when the-foctl1:1on -i!l appnHed ptti"Sttlll'tt to the ~n!l of 

Stteh Section:-

- Bank, financial institution, loan office 

- Child care facilities £!: nursery schools 

- Clubs £!: lodges, fraternal £!: religious association 

- Community center, owned and operated ~ !!. governmental agency 

- Grocery stores 

- Hospital, sanitarium or clinic (except animal hospitals£!: 

hospitals or sanitariums for contagious, mental £!: drug or 

liquor addict cases) 

- Library 
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- Newsstand 

- Parking area, public 

- Parks, playgrounds or recreational or community centers 

- Pharmacy 

- Recycling center, collection 

- Restaurant, cafe, sandwich shop, tea room (excluding dancing or 

entertainment) 

- Service establishments permitted in the Cl Zone ~ dress­

making, hair dresser, laundry, shoe repair, excluding adult book 

stores) 

No Commercial Billboards are permitted. 

2. "C2( PV)" Commercial Zone 

Subject to the applicable limitations and provisions of Section 6 of 

this Ordinance, the requirements of the "C2" Zone, as modified by 

the provisions herein, shall apply to all lots zoned "C2(PV)" within 

the Specific Plan Area. 

a. Use. No building, structure or land shall be used and no 

building or structure shall be erected, structurally altered, 

enlarged or maintained except for the following office and 

Visitor Serving Commercial and fire station uses: pennitted m 

the '"€i 11 ~e melttdfng -eonmtkmef ttses enumerl!te-d m 

Sectio11 +hilt 'Of ~e Gode when ~e-mcaticm is af)pro•ed 

~l!f'l't to ~e ~ns 'Of su-eh Section~ 

Notnithstendlng ~e ktregofng; ~e -following ttses~lf be 

p rol tim te-d-:-

- Adtt+t Areade 

- A-pp+lltnee R~r (-exeept l!s-str+ct+y 11 'SeM'iee for new-llrticies 
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- A1 cher-y ~e 

- AtrtoiiiobHe -fof" t+if"e ~eept HI e eomplete+y e,-c:lo~ecl -buHdfn91 

- Attto111obHe f'ftlmfn9 ~eept when--lt•cidentol to 1m emhM+l'e'd 

age,ey deoifn·g HI new euton1obHe~1 

- Autoll'lobile -5e!e~ ~eept ~~~ -it•cidentol to an elrlhM+l'e'd ageuey 

de&ffn9 +ro new 'lltttomobHe~ and -ioeated on ~e Of" em~tigtmu~ -fm.1 

- Auto R-ide Alllt.t9e!l'leftt 

- A'tl'tOiiiobHe R-epeif" Gltl"'lge fe~eept w+te, C01iclueted +ro =njUToetic., 

with an tnttltol i:ted age11ep -deeifn-g m new euteut~bHes artd on the 

~e pr'emi~e~1 

- Attton1obHe Stol"'lge Af"e!l fe~eept ~~~ inelde11tBI to a, emhM+l'e'd 

age,e')l de&fing +ro new eutOiiiOblle~ ~ -ioeated on ~ Of' 

=,~u~ -fltt1 

- Aw,fn9 Stof'e Of' Sl-oop 

- Be se be H P!tf'lt 

- Be~eb&H Betting ~e 

- Btrtte"Y Stof'e Of" S+top 

--SiH+Itf'd -H&H Of' fiarfof' 

- Be!rts -fM Hif"e 

- Body and Fender' R-epeif'fftg fe~eept w+te, C01iduetecl +ro =njUToetio., 

with an elrlhM+l'e'd age,ey de&ftng +ro new 1!11:1'to!nobHes1 

- Btt~+ng Jlrl"enll 

Strifcling -Metef'fe!s-;- -Reti!H Sefe ~ fe~eept w+te, -tM+cleftt te-f'eti!H 

loBI dwef'e 'S'tof'e1 

- -€11Hb1 otio, and Repair' Sen-tee S+tops 'fllf" Pf'ecisie, fnstrumeftts an-d 

-5rrt&H Mete! ebje-c:ts 

- €e•~•h al-;- 'F'I"'tn9ieftt 
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- €tl1"0t/See 

- Garpen'ter smtp 

- C-nttreh, T~ra.-.,. Rev+o-&1 

- €+reus, T~en't 

- €-leaning Es-t11blishmen-t, -se,(-f se1 ~>"lee 

- £-fo~ing &tore-; See6ndliBIId 

- €6nm•ereief -&Hiboard 

- C~ressed Ntttttref Gas Reftlefing St&t+on 

- €oftCessio"; Beeeh 

- £-ont1 ac.--ttn-s' Est11b+ishmen't fexeept lls-str+ct+y i!tn ~ffiee 1:1set 

- l*i!tper St:tpply Set-vlee 

--Eieetrie Mctor R-epair fexeept as-str+ct+y a '3ef'"o'iee for new 

-8rt~es ~ et-reti!tij ~ ~e prenrisest 

- ~s-; -Pub-He 

- Feed s-tore 

- Terris W+leel 

- f'ire 5efe 

- FootbaH S~knn 

- FrMen r-d l::oeker f'llln't 

- Fttel s-tore 

- Fun Hct:lse 

- Ft:I'I"'Titare €-lei!tning fexeept as-str+ct+y 11 '3ef'"o'iee for new-11rMc!es 

. ~ et-reti!tH ~ ~e prenrisest 

- Garde•• Eqtriplnent Rental 

- Horse Show 

- Hct:lsefo!o.ld Aw lla nee R~r fexeept lls-str+ct+y 11 '3ef'"o'iee for new 

-11rt~es ~ et-reti!tH ~ ~e prenrisest 
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- Hmtsehefd Goods StcMrge 

- Hug -&H 

- tee StcMrge ltmrse 

- Lttttndr'-y Of' €-+e:mmg Es-t~tbHs-hmem-; Se If se 1 • i ee type 

- L'l:lfM!el' 5-tot'e 

- M~tgMfne B~fness-; Seeond hand 

- Merry-Go-Rmmd 

- Pewt1sliop 

- Pe5t of' t~ €~1t1ol B~ess 

- Plt:m!btng S+iep 

- Ref1 ige1mien Eql:ripment--1 nstltlletion an-d S'EMI'fee f-eept Its 

-stt"tct+y e s'EI""f'fee fel' new-ltl't-ieles sme et-l'etlril ert the pt'emisest 

- Pony Rtdtng Rmg 

- Rep!ril' S+iep (-except lts-stl ict+y 1t !t'EI""f'fee fot' new-ltt't-ieles sme at 

-t"etlri/ en the pt'emisest 

- Sttfe an-d Yat.t+t R~t' an-d S'EI""f'femg f-eept lts-stt"tct+y 1t !t'EI""f'fee 

fel' new-ltl'tlefes sme et-t'etlri/ en the pt'emisest 

- Sfm+tztt-ium 

- ~e R1tiln1ty 

- Second 1-femd 5-tot'e tothel' M'tMt A:miq1:1e S+ieps-; An -6etleries-; Seek 

E>eefen-; Postase Stllmps and €-ein 5-tol'es-; see c:-A-.+:- 61tse 

No .. -ilt;<H 

- Sheet Metltt S+iep 

- Shootfng ~,.. 

- 5tde Show-; €fl'etls 

- -5peeh'l'l 61tt'e Home 

- Sptl'l"ts A-l'enlt 

- StcMrge Suitdtng fot' Hmtsehefd Goods 
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- -5tr+p "Feese Shew 

- '1"-&ttee Stt:mio 

- l"mci intl'lee +htff 

- l"+l'lsrrrith 5nep 

- l"~e Of' Pest €"01 ttt '01 BttSfl'less 

- '1-ir"e ~ 

- l""t"M:tor" .Rfde A~em 

- -"'F1'1rifer" Sfries Ar"e!l ~eep-t es-fneidetttel to Mt etrlherfl!'f!d agency 

-detriing in new-tl"'tHer"s and ioeeted 1m ~e Of' e~mt1gttotfs -mtt 

- "'Fr"emfer" B~ess 

- "f'1"8'11'e!ing -'Fhee~lcel Perfornt!ll'lees {"lmder" cemest 

- ~ Gar" ~ ~eep-t es-htcidetttel to Mt etrlltot ized ageuep -detriing 

+rt new 'lltJt-omobHes and ioeeted 1m seme Of' e~mtigtmtls -Jmt 

- V-enetfMt Bifrrds; L:etmder"ing; ~eing and R-ep&fr"ing ~ ~eept 

es-strietfy 11 'Se'n"lee fM new-er"tieles ~ '"J)r"tneip!I'Hy ttt-r"eteHt 

- Window and -Emibit Booth f>fsp+ztys; Besigl'lfrotg; Fabt ieetfrotg and 

Fesntol'ltng ~ 

- Woodno,.kfng Eqttipmem Rental ~ 

- WI CJtlfng hfaena 

1. Office and related uses 

- Office uses permitted .!!:!. the C2 Zone 

- Bank, flnanci;~i institution, Joan office 

- Parking building 

- Restaurant 

- Station, bus or rail 

- University, college ~ private school 

2. Visitor Serving Commercial and related uses 

- Amusement enterprise 
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- Art gallery 

- Bakery 

- Bank, financial institution 

- Bicycles, sales, repair, rental (including skate sales and rental) 

- Concert Hall (Maximum 3,000 seating capacity) 

- Grocery store 

- Motion picture theatre 

- Museum, aquarium 

- Night club 

- Parking building 

- Pharmacy 

- Post office 

- Restaurant, cafe, sandwich shop, tea ~ 

- Stores, shop stands ~ newsstands) permitted in the C2 Zone 

- Theatre, line 

3. Fire Stations 

b. Height. No building or structure shall exceed a height of two hundred 

forth ( 240) feet above grade. 

No commercial billboards shall be permitted 

SECTION 6 - DENSITY 

A. Residential Limitations 

Notwithstanding the provisions of Sections 12.1 o-C .4 and 12.1 1 -C. 4 of the 

Code to the contrary. the total allowable number of dwelling units within 

the Specific Plan Area shall not exceed 2,032 dwelling units. Excluded 

from the foregoing limitation shall be any Low and Moderate Income 

Dwelling Units! as defined in Ordinance No. __ _ (Playa Vista Area B 
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Specific Plan) which are required to be constructed under said Ordinance 

but which are located within the Specific Plan Area. 

B. Commercial Zone Limitations 

1. Within the portion of the Specific Plan Area zoned "Cl (PV)-tVL," 

the total Floor Area devoted to Convenience Commercial uses shall 

not exceed 50,000 square feet. 

2. Within the portion of the Specific Plan Area zoned "C2( PV)." the 

following limitations on total Floor Area devoted to office uses and 

Visitor Serving Commercial uses shall apply: 

a. Office. The total Floor Area shall not exceed 900;000 square 

feet. 

b. Visitor Serving Commercial. 

exceed 100,000 square feet. 

C. Allocation of Development Rights 

The total Floor Area shall not 

The total number of dwelling units and a current accounting of the 

cumulative totals of Floor Area utilized within each zoning category 

described in Section 5 of this Ordinance shall be maintained by the 

Departments of Planning and Building and Safety. Allocation of 

development rights to each lot shall be made at the time of subdivision, 

and prior to the recordation of Parcel Maps or Final Maps, deed 

restrictions or covenants running with the land shall be recorded to limit 

development In accordance with such allocated development rights and in 

conformity with Section. 6 of this Ordinance. 

SECTION 7 - DESIGN REVIEW AND STANDARDS 

The purpose of this Section is to provide standards and a process for review 

and approval of Plot Plans for all buildings, structures and attendant site 
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improvements proposed for construction within the Specific Plan Area so as to 

ensure consistency with the provisions of this Specific Plan. 

A. Jurisdiction 

No building permit shall be Issued for any building, structure or other 

development of property, Including transit facilities, unless a Plot Plan 

for such development has been reviewed and approved by the Director of 

Planning, The foregoing requirement shall not apply to building permits 

for single-family residences or for remodeling, rehabilitation or repair 

work solely within the interior of a building or structure. 

B. Procedure 

Upon the filing of the Plot Plan for approval, the Director of Planning 

shall, within 30 days of such filing approve the Plot Plan if such Plot 

Plan complies with the following standards: 

1. Building Standards 

a. All proposed buildings or structures conform to all applicable 

provisions contained within this Specific Plan. 

b. The proposed buildings or structures are harmonious in scale 

with surrounding buildings. 

c. All proposed buildings are designed so as not to cast shadows 

on any residential development adjacent to the Specific Plan 

Area between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. at the 

spring equinox. 

d. The design of all proposed buildings or structures is applied 

with equal consideration to all elevations visible from adjacent 

major public streets, plazas or pedestrian walkways. 

e. Colors and types of exterior building materials and the facade 

of any parking structure shall be designed so that they 

reasonably complement the exterior of adjoining structures. 
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f. Any balconies are of usable dimension. 

g. The facade or landscaping of any parking structure is designed 

in a manner which substantially screens automobiles contained 

therein when viewed from adjacent major public streets, plazas 

or pedestrian walkways. 

h. All proposed buildings or structures are designed in such a 

fashion so that all ventilation, heating or air conditioning 

ducts. tubes, equipment, or other related appurtenances are 

adequately screened when viewed from adjacent major public 

streets, plazas or pedestrian walkways, unless such 

appurtenances have been employed as an integral and 

harmonious component in the design. 

i; All proposed buildings or structures are designed in such a 

fashion so as to reduce energy consumption and utilize 

energy-efficient construction. 

j. All buildings or structures are designed so as to utilize 

earthquake resistant construction and engineering practices to 

the satisfaction of the ~ Engineer. 

k. All proposed buildings £!: structures ~ designed so ~ to 

utilize ~ conservation measures consistent with all 

applicable provisions of the Municipal Code. 

2. Landscape, Sign and Buffering Standards 

a. All open areas (including any roof or any subterranean parking 

building or ·structure) not utilized for buildings, driveways, 

parking areas, recreational facilities. plazas, patios, decks or 

walks are landscaped. 

b. All proposed Signs are appropriate given their proposed 

location, size and purpose. 
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c. Appropriate buffering of potentially incompatible uses is 

provided in the form of visual or spatial separations. 

d. The proposed development conforms to the standards set forth 

in Section 8 of this Ordinance. 

3. District Plan Standards 

The proposed development is consistent with and implements, as 

necessary, the District Plan policies with respect to (i} bikeways, 

pedestrian walkways, trails and bridges, (fi} providing required 

notification upon discovery of cultural heritage resources and. where 

Feasible, for the collection and maintenance of such resources, (iii} 

accommodation transit service and facilities, and, if applicable, ( iv} 

the provision In office and commercial development of multi-use and 

peripheral parking facilities. 

4. Transportation and Traffic Standards 

a. Vehicular access to the proposed buildings or structures from 

divided major or major arterials shall only be frorn intersecting 

public roadways or private roadways approved by the 

Department of Transportation and the City Engineer. 

b. Vehicular access from divided major or major arterials to 

driveways shall be prohibited except as approved by the 

Department of Transportation and the City Engineer. 

c. Collector streets serving the proposed development shall 

intersect the arterial system within the Specific Plan Area In a 

manner to facilitate the safe and efficient flow. of traffic, as 

approved by the Department of Transportation and the City 

Engineer. 

d. The proposed development shall comply with the provisions of 

the Coastal Transportation Corridor Specific Plan in effect as of 
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the date of approval of the · Plot Plan by the Director of 

Planning. 

C. Findings 

If the Director of Planning fails to act on a request for Plot Pian 

approval within the time limit specified in this subsection 8, the Plot 

Plan shall be deemed approved. Any prior findings or determinations of 
,. 

compliance, conformity or consistency with any of the above-listed 

standards, or portions thereof, made by the City in connection with the 

approval of a subdivision which includes the property for which Plot 

Plan approval is requested, shall be binding on such Plot Plan approval, 

and vice versa. 

D. Conditions of Approval 

In approving a Plot Plan, the Director of Planning may impose reasonable 

conditions deemed necessary to insure that the Plot Plan will be in accord 

with the design standards set forth in Sections 7, 8 and 9 of this 

Ordinance and may make such zone boundary interpretations or 

adjustments as may be necessary when such zone boundary interpretations 

or adjustments meet the overall intent of the Specific Plan regarding 

location of land uses, and/or to ensure that the affected zone boundaries 

precisely coincide with street, alley or lot lines. 

E. Fees 

Fees for filing of any required Plot Plans shall be the same as those for 

approval of an application required for a landscaping plan, as established 

in Section 19.011 of the Code. 

F. Advisory Determination 

An applicant may request a preliminary Plot Plan review by the Director 

of Planning for a non-binding, advisory determination of compliance with 

the provisions contained within this Specific Plan, when such applicant 
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determines, with the concurrence of the Director of Planning, that such 

applicant's project, because of its size or complexity, requires a 

preliminary determination of compliance before proceeding with more 

detailed design. 

SECTION 8 - LANDSCAPE STANDARDS 

The purpose of this Section is to establish landscape standards that will 

promote an attractive setting throughout the Specific Plan. More specifically, 

the standards are intended to provide for a neat and well maintained 

appearance in areas not covered by buildings or parking. 

A. General Requirements 

The erection or any building or structure within the Specific Plan Area 

after the effective date of this Ordinance shall conform to the following 

requirements: 

1. A landscape plan prepared by a licensed landscape architect shall be 

submitted as part of a Plot Plan for review under Section 7 of this 

Ordinance. 

2. Landscape plans shall include the approximate size and location of all 

proposed plant materials, the scientific and common names of such 

plant materials, the proposed irrigation plan and estimated planting 

schedule. 

3. Parking lots shall be screened from view from adjacent major public 

streets, plazas and pedestrian walkways by the use of berms, 

landscaping and/or walls or other architectural devices. 

4. Minimum landscaped areas of surface parking lots shall be 10 

percent. 
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8. Street Trees 

1. Street trees appropriate to the location and approval by the Street 

Tree Division of the Bureau of Street Maintenance shall be planted at 

a minimum of one every 110 lineal feet of street frontage and at a 

distance no greater than 1 0 feet from the curb. 

2. Street trees shall be in a minimum 15-gallon container and 8 feet in 

height at the time of planting. 

C. Other Landscaped Areas ' 

1. On landscaped portions of individual sites, tree types shall be 

selected on the basis of attractiveness, hardiness and suitability for 

the local environment. 

2. Groundcover and lawn areas shall be planted and maintained to 

achieve complete coverage of landscaped areas. 

3. Rear and side yards shall be landscaped with plant materials that 

complement those used at the front of a building or structure. 

·II. Wherever such rear or side yard areas provide secondary access to 

buildings or structures, such entrances shall be landscaped In an 

attractive manner. 

SECTION 9 - PARKING 

The purpose of this Section is to provide regulatory standards pertaining to 

the off-street parking of motor vehicles. Except as provided herein, the 

provisions of Section 12.21-AII of the Code shall apply to property within the 

Specific Plan Area. 

A. Parking Space Requirements 

1. Residential Parking Requirements. For dwelling, units, there shall 

be at least two parking spaces provided for each dwelling unit with 
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two or more bedrooms and one and one-half parking spaces for each 

bachelor, efficiency and one-bedroom unit. In addition. there shall 

be at least one parking space provided for each four dwelling units 

which shall be reserved for, and accessible to, visitors and guests. 

2. Commercial Parking Requirements. 

a. For office and retail uses, there shall be at least two and 

one-half parking spaces provided for each 1 ,000 square feet of 

Floor Area. 

b. For restaurants and bars, there shall be at least one space for 

every three seats contained therein~ 

3. For auditoriums and churches, there shall be at least one parking 

space for every three seats contained therein. Where there are no 

fixed seats, there shall be at least one parking space for each 25 

square feet of Floor Area (exclusive of stage) contained therein. 

4. .!:!.e. to 40 percent of ~ required parking spaces .!!!!!Y_ be alloted for 

compact cars consistent with Section 12.21 A-5 (c) of the Los Angeles 

Municipal Code. 

B. Alternative Requirements 

Notwithstanding anything In the Code or this Ordinance to the contrary, 

parking requirements may be reduced beyond those that would otherwise 

be required under the Code or this Ordinance if the Director' of Planning 

finds, in connection with the its review and approval of the Plot Plan as 

provided In Section 7 of this Ordinance, that such reduction Is justified 

based on substantial evidence, including, but not limited to, a parking 

demand analysis (demonstrating that parking needs for certain uses or 

combination of uses is less than the number of parking spaces which 

would otherwise be required for such uses) and/or measures (such as 

Transportation Management programs) Implemented or to be 
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implemented by owners and/or tenants of the project covered by such Plot 

Plan to reduce traffic to and from, and therefore parking requirements 

at, such project. 

SECTION 10 - THE BALLONA WETLANDS HABITAT MANAGEMENT PROGRAM 

No building permit shall be issued for any building, structure or other 

development property within the Specific Plan Area unless and until a phasing 

plan for construction of residential and commercial uses within the Specific 

Plan Area has been prepared and submitted to the City Council for approval 

or approved by the Department of City Planning and Transportation pursuant 

to the Phasing Program provisions of the Coastal Transportation Corridor 

Specific Pian. Such phasing plan shall be designed to assure that necessary 

infrastructure facilities (i.e •• roads, water and sewers) are in place before 

such residential and commercial uses are occupied. 

SECTION 11 - PHASING 

No building permit shall be issued for any building, structure or other 

development of property within the Specific Plan Area unless consistent with 

the <lrli/J Nr/lf~ ;I phasing plan in the land ~ ~ for construction of 

residential and commercial uses within the Specific Plan Area bhhl tJf/f/r/1 

rJrflirJ;Jrffii/J <lrli/J !/rA'bfrfltff/1/J te fM- CAfy CWrldiA fef ;Jf/Jpfb~bA r/Jf aPt/rfcNf/1/J tJy fM­

~;J~t/rfl-fot- bf tAft 'l'f<lrlr/l'(rfcj <lrld TtiJN;titirfW:lclr/1 pursuant to the Phasing 

Program provisions of the Coastal Transportation Corridor Specific Plan. 

Such phasing plan .!!M1rJIA ij- designed to assure that necessary infrastructure 

facilities (I.e., roads, water and sewers) are in place before such residential 

and commercial uses are occupied. 
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SECTION 12 - TIME LIMITS 

Any time limit established by this Ordinance may. be extended by mutual 

agreement between the applicant and the Director of Planning. the Planning 

Commission or the City Council, as the case may be. 

SECTION 13 - APPEALS 

Any applicant. member of the City Council, the Mayor, or any other interested 

person adversely affected by a determination or action of the Director of 

Planning pursuant to this Specific Plan may appeal the determination or action 

to the Planning Commission and to the City Council in the manner prescribed 

for tentative maps In Section 17.06 of the Code • 

SECTION 14 

PROCEDURES 

. POST-CERTIFICATION COASTAL DEVELOPMENT PERMIT 

Ordinance No. 160,524 amending Section 12.20.2 of the Planning and Zoning 

Code and adding Section 12.20 .2.1 thereto, pertaining to Coastal Development 

Permit procedures, Is hereby Incorporated by reference. 

SECTION 15 -SEVERABILITY 

If any provision of this Ordinance or the application thereof, to any person, 

property or circumstances. is held Invalid. the remainder of this Ordinance. or 

the application of such provisions to other persons, property or circumstances. 

shall not be affected thereby. 
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SECTION 16 -OWNER ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF LIMITATIONS 

The Department of Building and Safety shall issue no building permit for 

construction upon property within the Specific Plan Area until such time as the 

owner of such property has recorded with the County Recorder and submitted 

to the Director of Planning and the Department of Building and Safety, an 

acknowledgment and acceptance of the contents and limitations of this 

Ordinance. 
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''•• ... 
~ • · •Sec ......... J.7. .................. The City Clerk shall certify to the passage of this 

ordinance and cause the same to be published in some daily newspaper printed and 
published in the City of Los Angeles. 

I hereby certify that the fore11oing ordinance was passed by the Council of the 

City of Los An11eles, at its meeting of ... MAR .. 1.4.J99Q ................ . 
ELIAS MARTINEZ, City Clerk, 

ttAR 2 2 1990 
Approved ............................................ . 

Approved u to Form and Leaality 

.................................................................... 
JAMES K. HAHN, City Attorney, 

By ·····································•························ 
Deputy. 

File No .... J.1.:-:J?..~~---····· 


