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June 27, 2002 DEPUTY Cfﬁ//
Department of Recreation and Parks Department of Animal Regulation
Councilmember LaBonge . Controller: Room 1200
Councilmember Garcetti Accounting Division F&A
‘City Administrative Officer Disbursement :Division -
Chief Legislative Analyst Bureau of Engineering

City Attorney

RE: GRANT . APPLICATION. FOR THE - “‘CONSTRUCTION: OF THE GRIFFITH: PARK
EQUESTRIAN/ PEDESTRIAN, BRIDGE 7 . - Liln -

At the meeting of the Council held June 25, 2002, the following action was
taken: . _

Attached report adopted......... ... P e -
Attached motion (LaBonge - Garcetti) adopted ............... D ¢
‘Attached resolution adopted.......c.vveeiieneneennn. e et e X
Mayor concurred............ e e e e e
FORTHWITH. . ... ittt et annasanananans et e e e et e e __ X
Ordinance adopted. . ...ttt iiinneneeeetetnnerannss By e e e :
Ordinance number............cou.... e e et e eecer e e
Effective date. . vt ii ettt ittt it et tie e eaeeiaeaanenaan .
Publication date......u ittt it ittt eennnenssnnn e
I o el | o' o % el 1 =T
Mayor vVetoed. . ..t it it i et tie ettt s et ettt e
Mayor failed to act - deemed approved.......cnu.. e
Motion adopted to approve attached report recommendation(s).

Motion adopted to approve communication recommendation(s)......
To the Mayor FORTHWITH. . . o i ittt it ittt e et as e moaeneneaaesssnenas
Findings adopted. ... ..ottt ttienneerseennerseaeenonnsan
Mitigated Negative Declaration adopted..........cieriieeriennns
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For decades, equestrian riders have had to contend with a dangerous condition in the
Los Angeles River. A horse crossing in the River about 3,100 feet north of Los Feliz
Boulevard has been used by the equestrian riders who maintain their horses in the
Atwater Village and enjoy the more-than-50-miles bridle trails in Griffith Park. LAPD
Mounted Unit officers have also used this crossing for access to Griffith Park for crowd
control or other patrol missions. The construction of Tillman and LA-Glendale Water
Reclamation Plants created continuous, sometimes fast, flow in this segment of the
River. The slippery cement and algae lined riverbed, together with the unfriendly flow,
has claimed many injuries to the horses and the riders, and brought up lawsuits against
the City.

MOTION

The General Manager of the Department of Recreation and Parks has authorized the
Department to submit an application to the State of California Resources Agency for
the Los Angeles River Parkway Grant Program. The application is due by July 3, 2002.
In order for the grant to be executed, City Council must authorize the General Manager
to receive the grant funds.

[ THEREFORE MOVE that the General Manager of the Department of Recreation and
Parks be instructed and authorized to submit a grant application to the State of
California Resources Agency for $1,972,908.00 dollars for the construction of the
Griffith Park Equestrian/Pedestrian Bridge.

I FURTHER MOVE that the Department of Recreation and Parks, upon award of the grant to
the City, return to City Council for authorization for the expenditure of the grant funds and for
additional instructions.

Presented by:
TOM LABON
Councilmember, 4" District

Seconded by: 2 @—-H—

6/18/02 Mo'f‘:'ou and Rcso/qf,',,‘

ADOPTED

JUN 25 2002

LOS ANGELES CITY COUNCIL
FORTHWITH
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Resolution No:

RESOLUTION OF LOS ANGELES CITY COUNCIL APPROVING THE APPLICATION
FOR GRANT FUNDS FOR THE LOS ANGELES RIVER PARKWAY GRANT ,

PROGRAM UNDER THE SAFE NEIGHBORHOOD PARKS, CLEAN WATER, CLEAN -
‘ AIR, AND COASTAL PROTECTION BOND ACT OF 2000

WHEREAS, the Legislature and Governor of the State of Cahfornla have
provided funds for the Program shown above; and

: WHEREAS, the Secrefary of the Resources Agency has beén delegated the .
responsibility for the administration of this grant Program, establishing necessary
procedures; and

: WHEREAS, said procedures established by the Secretary of the Resources
Agency require the Applicant to certify the approval of Application by the Applicant’s
governing board before submission of said Application to the State; and

WHEREAS, the Applicant, if selected, will enter into an Agreement with the State
of California to carry out the Project;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Los Angeles City Council

1. Approves the filing of an Application for the Griffith Park Equestrian/Pedestrian
- Bridge Project;

2. Certlf" ies that Appllcant understands the assurances and certification in the |
Application form; and : :

3. Certifies that the Project is consistent with local or regional land use plans or
-Programs; and

4. Certifies that Applicant has or will have sufficient funds to operate and maintain.
the Project; and

5. Certifies that Appllcant has reviewed and understands the provisions contalned
in the Grant Guide; and -

6. Appoints the General Manager for the Los Angeles City Recreation and Parks
Department as agent to conduct all negotiations, execute and submit
all documents including, but not limited to Applications, Agreements, payment
requests and so on, which may be necessary for the completion of the
aforementioned Project.




" Approved and adopted the 235 #h _ day of ~June

‘

2002. |, the undersigned,

hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution Number

adopted by the Los Angeles City Council.

Following Roll Call Vote:

Ayes: /2
Nos: 2
Absent: 3

Clerk/Secretary for the Governing Board

| CERTIFY THAT THE FOREGOING
RESOLUTION WAS ADOPTED BY THE

COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES

AT 118 MEETING OF

une S

EY A MAJORITY OF ALL ITS MEMBERS.

BY

J. MICHAEL CAREY,
CITY CLERK
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was duly




COUNCIL VOTE
Jun 25, 2002 10:41:43 AM, #2

-Items for Which Public Hearings Have Not Been Held - Items 18-36
Voting on Item(g): 22-23,25-34,36

Roll cCcall
BERNSON - _ Yes
GALANTER . Yes
GARCETTI Yes
GREUEL = o Yes
HAHN : Absent
- HOLDEN Absent
" LABONGE Yes
MISCIKOWSKI Yes
PACHECO ' Yes
PERRY . . Yes
REYES o : Absent
RIDLEY-THOMAS Yes
WEISS . : Yes
ZINE : Yes
*PADILLA - Yes

Present: 12, Yes: 12 No: 0.'
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Council File Information - (213) 978-1043
General Information - (213) 978-1133
Fax: (213) 978-1040

J. MICHAEL CAREY
City Clerk

FRANK T. MARTINEZ

Executive Officer

When making inquiries

relative to this matter ) —

refer to File No. B D HELEN GINSBURG
JAMES K. HAHN Chief, Council and Public Services Division

98-1729 MAYOR

CD 4

June 12, 2002

Councilmember LaBonge - Controller, Room 1200

Councilmember Garcetti Accounting Division, F & A

City Administrative Officer Disbursement Division

Chief Legislative Analyst Department of Recreation and Parks

City Attorney Bureau of Engineering

Department of Animal Regulation

RE: GRANT APPLICATION FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE LOS FELIZ EQUESTRIAN
BRIDGE : T

A

At the meeting of the Council held June 12, 2002, the following action was
taken:

Attached report adopted .............. ... L. e
Attached motion (LaBonge - Garcetti) adopted................... X
Attached resolution ( - ) adopted....... ...ttt
MayoOYr CONCUTTEA. . .ttt ivsenneeceaneanaeeeeeeennnnananannanaceneas
FORTHWITH. o v v vttt ittt it ettt sesaansanssssscenoosnsnsessaannnnnns
Findings adopted. . ... ...ttt ittt ittt teetetaeenenenaeennnnnn
Negative Declaration adopted..........iiiiiiiininneeenennnnnn.
Categorically eXempt . ...iuctiiiineeteeeeenenaeeneeeeennnannennn
Generally eXemMPE . ...ttt it ittt teeeteneeeeneeeenaeeennoneenans
EIR Certifided. .. ...ttt ittt ittt eeaeeeeeneaennnnannn
Tract map approved for filing with the County Recorder.........
Parcel map approved for filing with the County Recorder........
Bond approved is No. of Contract.........iviiiiiii...
Agreement mentioned therein is/are No. of contracts....

sl CW@
City Clerk
bs '
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MOTION

On April 17, 2002, the Los Angeles City Council instructed the Bureau of
Engineering, Department of Recreation and Parks, City Administrative Office and
the Chief Legislative Analyst to report back within 6 months with estimated costs
and potential funding sources that will need to be identified for the further design
and construction of the Los Feliz Equestrian Bridge.

One potential source of funding for the equestrian bridge project is the Los
Angeles River Parkway Grant Program that is administered by the State of
California Resources Agency. The grant program does not require the applicant

to provide matching funds. However, the deadline for the application is July 3,
2002.

I THEREFORE MOVE that the Department of Recreation and Parks and the
Chief Legislative Analyst prepare and submit a grant application to the Grants
Administrator of the California Resources Agency for the Los Angeles River
Parkway Grant Program, by the application deadline of July 3, 2002, for the
construction of the Los Feliz Equestrian Bridge.

I FURTHER MOVE that the Department of Recreation and Parks and the Chief
Legislative Analyst work with Communities Building Bridges on the preparation,
and completion, of this grant application.

A'BUSOSTED m@m [%W

N 12 2002 TQX LABONGE

Councﬂmember 4™ District

105 ANGELES CITY COUNCIL
RS & 2=

X

T

6/5/02



COUNCIL VOTE
Jun 12, 2002 10:55:16 AM, #2

Items for Which Public Hearings Have Not Been Held - Items 11-50
Voting on Item(s): 11-16,18-37,39-43,45-50

"Roll Call

BERNSON Yes
GALANTER Absent
GARCETTI Yes
GREUEL Yes
HAHN Absent
HOLDEN Yes
LABONGE Yes
MISCIKOWSKI Yes
PACHECO Absent
PERRY Yes
REYES o Yes
RIDLEY-THOMAS Yes
WEISS Yes
ZINE Yes
*PADILLA Yes

Present: 12, Yes: 12 No: 0



J. MICHAEL CAREY "’lTY OF LOS ANGEL~$ Office of the

City Clerk . CALIFORNIA CITY CLERK
: : ’ Council and Public Services
Room 395, City Hall
Los Angeles, CA 90012
Council File Information - (213) 978-1043
General Information - (213) 978-1133

FRANK T. MARTINEZ

Executive Officer

‘When making inquiries Fax: (213) 978-1040
relative to this matter _
refer to File No.. HELEN GINSBURG .
JAMES K. HAHN Chief, Council and Public Services Division
98-1729 ‘ MAYOR :
PLACE IN FILES
CD 4 ‘ MAY - 1 2002
-DEPUTY
April 26, 2002 ) _
Councilmember LaBonge C Controller, Room 1200
Councilmember Garcetti 4 -Accounting Division, F & A
City Administrative Officer Disbursement Division
Chief Legislative Analyst Department of Recreation and Parks
.City Attorney Bureau of Engineering

Department of Animal Regulatlon

RE: IDENTIFYING FUNDING SOURCES OTHER THAN PROPOSITION 40 TO COMPLETE THE
PERMITTING PROCESS AND. THE.CONSTRUCTION OF: AN EQUESTRIAN BRIDGE OVER THE
1,0S ANGELES RIVER FOR ACCESS TO GRIFFITH PARK

At the meeﬁing of the Council held April 17, 2002, the following action was
taken: : - ,

Attached report adopted .........ciiiiiin.... e e eee e -
Attached motion (LaBonge - Garcetti) adopted.;.,.w ............. X
Attached resolution ( - ) adopted......... it ienenennn- e e e e ‘
Mayor CONCUYTEA. .. .uveuneereneeeerennennn e e ettt c e e “.__04-25-02
FORTHWITH. .. ..cvvveennennn e e e hs e e e s e e saeeeaseeaecse e '
Findings adopted............... e et eeeeeaea e e ee e
Negative Declaration adopted...........ciiiirinecnnnn e
Categorically eXempPt. ... ot it it iie e enneneenersanananenan
Generally EXeMPE e v vt e it ittt tene et e o
EIR Certified..... ..ot iiiiannnnannnn. e ’
Tract map approved for filing with the County Recorder.........
Parcel map approved for filing with the County Recorder........ :
Bond approved is No. of Contract....... .t iiiiiieeinnnn
Agreement mentioned therein is/are No. of contracts....

'ﬁﬂ\°§ Q(:
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For decades, equestrian riders have had to contend with a dangerous condition in the Los Angeles River.
A horse crossing in the River about 3,100 feet north of Los Feliz Boulevard has been used by the
equestrian riders who maintain their horses in the Atwater Village and enjoy the more-than-50-miles
bridle trails in Griffith Park. LAPD Mounted Unit officers have also used this crossing for access to
Griffith Park for crowd control or other patrol missions. The construction of Tillman and LA-Glendale
Water Reclamation Plants created continuous, sometimes fast, flow in this segment of the River. The
slippery cement and algae lined riverbed, together with the unfriendly flow, has claimed many injuries to
the horses and the riders, and brought up lawsuits against the City.

As a result of former Councilman Ferraro’s effort in 1999, this Council authorized the allocation of
$50,000 Equestrian Facilities Trust Fund for the planning and design of the equestrian bridge. The
Bureau of Engineering, Public Works Department, completed the structural design of the bridge with the
limited fund. The community is still waiting for additional money, estimated to be $1.725 million, to
complete the permitting requirements and the construction of the bridge.

The Equestrian Facilities Trust Fund contains annually assessed Equine License Fees paid by equestrian
riders in Los Angeles and the funds are devoted to “provide for the construction of new equestrian
facilities.” The limited balance may be allocated to partially fund the bridge construction.

In November 1996, City voters passed Proposition K to acquire and construct parks and recreational
facilities with a total of $776 million. Building of the equestrian bridge would encourage the use of the
natural assets and resources in the Griffith Park, and therefore, would be eligible to use the Prop K
funds. In March 2002, the California voters passed a similar measure, Proposition 40 or Safe
Neighborhood Parks Initiative. Public Works Bureau of Engineering has recommended this bridge
construction in City’s Prop 40 funding request list.

In the recent decade, the water level was raised and the flow rate was increased because the upstream
treatment plants have pumped the reclaimed water into the River. Constructing the bridge would
mitigate the adverse effect of the wastewater plants on the equestrian riders crossing the river. The
Sewer Construction and Maintenance Fund contains the fees City collects through Sewer Service Charge
and may be expended for such mitigation purpose.

With the design completed by the City staff and sitting in the drawer now, continued action is needed
now to seek for the funding for the construction of the long-awaited equestrian bridge.

I THEREFORE MOVE that, subject to the approval of the Mayor, the City Administrative Officer be
directed to identify the funding sources other than Prop 40 to complete the permitting process and the
construction of the equestrian bridge, and report within 60 days to the Comrciywith recommendations.

Hon Presented by
m LABONGE

ADOPTED Councilmember, 4" District

APR 17 2002 Seconded by: . "#-
L0S ANGELES CITY COUNGIL

Mavor With File - 24/



COUNCIL VOTE

Apr 17, 2002 11:40:49 AM, #17

ITEM NO. (64)

Voting on Item(s) :

Roll cCcall

BERNSON
GALANTER
GARCETTI
GREUEL

HAHN

HOLDEN
LABONGE
MISCIKOWSKI
PACHECO

PERRY

REYES
RIDLEY-THOMAS
WEISS

ZINE

*PADILLA

Present: 13, Yes:

64

Yes
Absent
Yes
Yes
Yes
Absent
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes

13 No: O
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Council File Information - (213) 485-5703
General Information - (213) 485-5705

When making inquiries
relative to this matter
refer to File No.

RICHARD J. RIORDAN
98-1729 MAYOR

November 9, 1998

— PLACE IN FILES
NOV 101998 - .

Councilmember Feuer g

Councilmember Ferraro DEPUTY ;jz/

City Administrative Officer

Chief Legislative Analyst

City Attorney

Controller, Room 1200
Accounting Division F&A
Disbursement Division

Department of Recreation and Parks

Bureau of Engineering

Department of Animal Regulation

RE: INITIAL PLANNING AND DESIGN OF AN EQUESTRIAN BRIDGE OVER THE LOS
ANGELES RIVER

At the meeting of the Council held Qctober 30, 1998, the following
action was taken:

Attached report AdOpPtel i cirrsicuesRuEnee s e ® e e e o6 e s 666 56w
Attathed motion AGOPEed (Jecssssssssissanssrnseissinssbanpsvnass
Abtached redolution aBopEel (Jescssrrerrarnreeenm e s s n® ey e s e @
MayOor CONCHUETEA: sos s ss s s it e e iR R R e Re e e e s S 11-4-98
FORTHWITH. 256626800 60 f e iR s i i e e e R S S TS ma e
DEainanes GoPEEd s r s a8l sy s R s Ea s na P PPre R FT s eaen
Motion adopted to approve attached report......................
Motion adopted to approve communication.:.:.:ssssswssssnsssssas X
To the Mavor FORTHWITH: ;35653658 0sibassbesmbbsmnsipeiaisdsssssnsa
grdlngnees MMDET csaes i i s st iirsi e edipieaei s elseseesssaass

d. ml whasf CO\M.U

City Clerk
aff

steno\981729

e

\ AN EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY - AFFIRMATIVE ACTION EMPLOYER Recyciable and made rom recycied wasie. @
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COMMUNICATION OCT 2 3 1998
TO: LOS ANGELES CITY COUNCIL File No.98-1729
FROM: COUNCIL MEMBER MICHAEL FEUER, Chair
ARTS, HEALTH AND HUMANITIES COMMITTEE
Yes No
Public Comments XX

COMMUNICATION FROM CHAIR, ARTS, HEALTH AND HUMANITIES COMMITTEE
relative to the initial planning and design of an Equestrian Bridge
over the Los Angeles River.

Recommendations for Council action, as initiated by Motion (Ferraro
- Feuer) SUBJECT TO THE APPROVAL OF THE MAYOR:

1. INSTRUCT the Controller to transfer $50,000 from the
Equestrian Facilities Trust Fund No. 212 to the Bureau of
Engineering Fund No. 100/78, Account No. 1010 Salaries General
for the planning and design of an equestrian bridge across the
Los Angeles River in the Atwater Village area of the City.

25 DIRECT the Bureau of Engineering, Department of Recreation and
Parks, City Administrative Officer and the Chief Legislative
Analyst to report back within 6 months with estimated costs
and potential funding sources that will need to be
identified for the further design and construction of the
equestrian bridge.

Fiscal Impact Statement: The City Administrative Officer reports

that there is no fiscal impact on the General Fund as sufficient
funds are available in the Equestrian Facilities Trust Fund. The
use of these funds are consistent with the Ordinance which created
the Fund. The cost of construction of the bridge is estimated to be
$1.35 million, and while the source of this funding has not been
identified, various options are being pursued.

Summary:

At its meeting held October 14, 1998, the Chair of the Arts, Health
and Humanities Committee considered CAO recommendations made in its
report dated October 9, 1998 relative to an equestrian bridge
across the LA River in the Atwater Village area.



» e

‘Equestrian riders in the Atwater Vlllage area have had to contend
with a potentially dangerous condition in the River just north of
Los Feliz Boulevard. There are approximately 550 horse owners in
the Atwater Village area, many of whom cross the River in order to
"get to Griffith Park, where there are over 50 miles of bridle
trails. Because the river is lined w1th,concrete and algae can
accumulate on the floor of the River Basin, horses may. Sllp and
fall. The City has been sued because of accidents at the cr0351ngs,
and as a result, signage has been posted warning of. potentlally4
unsafe conditions. However, additiomal steps could be taken to
improve the safety of this cros31ng :

A reasonable solution to this problem is the construction. of an
equestrian bridge across the River. The Bureau of Engineering
preliminarily estimates the cost to construct a concrete and steel
reinforced ‘bridge would be approximately $1.35 million and would
take approximately 18 months. While funding has not been identified
~for the construction of the bridge, various sources are being
pursued including an application to the Los Angeles County Open
Space District for competitive funds under the Proposition A-2
measure and prlvate donations and/or fundraising activities. Design
costs 'are estimated to be $50,000 and sufficient funds for the
~design are available in the Equestrian Facilities Trust Fund. It
will take approximately six to nine months for the initial plannlng
and design to be completed. '

The Trust Fund was established for the purpose of depositing equine
license fees which are collected by the Department of Animal
Services from. horse owners. The Fund is administered by the.
Department of Recreation and Parks. The purpose of the Trust Fund
is to provide for the acquisition and construction of new
equestrian facilities and to maintain bridle trails on public
property. Historical uses' of the Fund include the installation of
equestrian  signage, hitching posts, bridle trail safety
improvements and the replacement of Dbridle trail railing.

" Approximately 1,600 licenses were issued in fiscal year 1997-98

with a corresponding revenue of $22,000. The Trust Fund currently
has a balance -of approximately $163,000 and . funds cannot be
. expended without Council approval. This expenditure w1ll leave an
unallocated balance of $113,000.

The Bureau of Engineering will be preparing the bridge design in- .
house. As a result, the. funds need to be transferred to the
- Bureau's salary account to pay for staff costs, instead of to the
Bureau's contractual services account as stated in the Motion.
Additionally, the correct Equestrlan Facilities Trust Fund No. is
212 1nstead of 512 as stated in the Motlon

The Chair suggested the formatlon of a support group comprlsed of
various stakeholders in the Atwater Village area to pursue private



donations and/or engage in fundraising to help defer the City's
costs for the construction of the proposed bridge.

The Chair concurred with the CAO recommendations and further
requested that the Chief Legislative Analyst and the City Adminis-
trative Officer, in addition to the City Engineer and the Depart-
ment of Recreation and Parks, report back within 6 months with
further cost estimates and potential funding sources for the
equestrian bridge. The Chair now forwards the matter to the Council
for its consideration.

Respectfully sjsgitted,

Council Member Michael Feuer, Chair
Arts, Health and Humanities Committee

BEW
#981729
10/ /98
CD 4

-
I ADOPTED

o i,

. os Angeles City Councit



30-Oct-98 11:20:48 AM #3
Ttems for Which Public Hearings Have Not Been Held - Items 7-16
Voting on Item(s): 7-14,16 ,

Roll Call

ALARCON o Yes e
ALATORRE _ Yes B 5.

BERNSON Yes

CHICK Yes -

FEUER ' Yes —
GALANTER Yes '
GOLDBERG ' Yes

HERNANDEZ Yes

HOLDEN TV - Yes

MISCIKOWSKI Yes

RIDLEY - THOMAS es

SVORINICH _ . Yes

WACHS &« Yes

WALTERS Yes

* FERRARO Yes

Present: 15, Yes: 15 No: O
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ARTS, HEALTH AND HUMANITIES COMMITTEE

Report/Conimunication for Signature

Council File Number q y -] 72 ?

's

_ QP
Committee Meeting Date , ©- : Lf 1

Council Date‘

Councilmember Alatorre, Member

Comumittee Member )| YBS NO ABSENT

'Councilmember F euer, Chair W\VV L

Councilmember Holden, Vice Chair —
—

Remarks E & JESTR M @ P CE

ovee LA

K Ve

Brian Walters, Legislative Assistant

Telephone 237-1616




ARTS, HEALTH AND HUMANITIES COMMITTEE
SUGGESTED NOTIFICATION OF COUNCIL ACTION

Council File No. CT g } I T I

gmg
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Petitioner/Communicant

Council Member(s) Co S, / L/'

-
City Administrative Officer

Chief Legislative Analyst

City Attorney

Controller

Department of Recreation and Parks
Community Redevelopment Agency
Library Department

Library Commission

Department of Cultural Affairs

Department of Aging

Community Development Department
Mayor’s Office On Disabled

Mayor’s Office of Criminal Justice Planning

Department on Disability

Giperns « ENGmsad6

Dé‘f,/ or A\‘;WL S:rtv"'f't‘!;‘
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cir@F Los ANGELES SPEAKEHARD

Date Council File No., Agenda Item, or Case No.

o[ 14[93 75 -1¢27  #/

LY

| wish to speak before the /4/‘{6 Jf{‘f “/% T )Z/W/ 74‘* 5 Con.

Name of City Agency, Department, Committee or Council

Do you wish to provide general public comment, or to speak for or against a proposal on the agenda? ( 4 proposal
( ) Against proposal

Name: M(‘ae\«e ( F&‘H\c\/ ~ ( ) General comments
oy T
Business or Organization Affiliation: A‘[‘\/Ja\{f’ - O&ﬂn/l é(’ ”‘/ Commerc<

Address: 2856 losfe[iz Pl St 207 LA C 4_ 70059

Street City State - Zip
Business phone: ( §23\) (C$- 29 37 Representing:

CHECK HERE IF YOU ARE A PAID SPEAKER AND PROVIDE CLIENT INFORMATION BELOW:

Client Name: Phone #:

Client Address:

Street City State Zip
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TO ‘ ' | DATE CAG FILE No.
The Arts, Health and Humanities Committee 10-9-98 101070150000

REFERENCE | COUNCIL FILE No.
Request from the Chair of the Arts, Health and Humanities Committee . 98-1729

SUBJECT COUNCIL DISTRICT

Motion (Ferraro-Feuer) to transfer $50,000 from the Equestrian Facilities Trust
Fund to the Bureau of Engineering for the initial planning and design of an
Equestrian Bridge over the Los Angeles River ,

SUMMARY

. This report was prepared in response to a Motion (Ferraro Feuer) which recommended the transfer
of $50,000 from the Equestrian Facilities Trust Fund (Trust Fund) to the Bureau of Engineering (BOE)

for the initial planning and design of an equestrian bridge over the Los Angeles River (R|ver) inthe |-

Atwater Village area of the City (C.F. 98-1729).

Equestrian riders in the Atwater Village area have had to contend with a potentially dangerous
condition in the River just north of Los Feliz Boulevard. There are approximately 550 horse owners
in the Atwater Village area, many of whom cross the River in order to get to Griffith Park, where there
~are over 50 miles of bridle trails. Because the river is lined with concrete and algae can accumulate

on the floor of the River Basin, horses may slip and fall. The City has been sued because of

accidents at the crossings, and as a result, signage has been posted warning of potentlally unsafe
conditions. However, additional steps could be taken to improve the safety of this crossing.

A reasonable solution to this problem is the construction of an equestrian bridge across the River.
The Bureau of Engineering preliminarily estimates the cost to construct a concrete and steel
reinforced bridge would be approximately $1.35 million and would take approximately 18 months.
While funding has not been identified for the construction of the bridge, various sources are being
pursued including an application to the Los Angeles County Open Space District for competitive funds
under the Proposition A-2 measure and private donations and/or fundraising activities. - Design costs
are estimated to be $50,000 and sufficient funds for the design are available in the Equestrian
Facilities Trust Fund. It will take approximately six to nine months for the initial planning and design
to be completed.

(Summary continued)
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The Trust Fund was establlshed for the purpose of deposntlng equine license fees whlch are coliected

by the Department of Animal Services from horse owners. The Fund is administered by the -
Department of Recreation and Parks. The purpose of the Trust Fund is to provide for the acquisition
and construction of new equestrian facilities and to maintain bridle trails on public property. Historical
uses of the Fund include the ‘installation of equestrian signage, hitching posts, bridle trail safety
improvements and the replacement of bridle trail railing. Approximately 1,600 licenses were issued -
in fiscal year 1997-98 with a corresponding revenue of $22,000. The Trust Fund currently has a

_balance of approximately . $163,000 and funds can not be expended without the approval of the
Council. Approval of this expenditure will leave an unallocated balance of $113,000.

The Bureau of Engineering will be preparing the bridge design in-house, and as a result, the funds
need to be transferred to the Bureau'’s salary account to pay for staff costs, instead of to the Bureau'’s
contractual services account as stated in the Motion. Additionally, the correct Equestrian Facilities
Trust Fund No. is 212 instead of 512 as stated in the Motion. -

RECOMMENDATION

That the Council, subject to the approval of the Mayor, instruct the Controller to transfer $50,000 from -
the Equestrian Facilities Trust Fund No. 212 to the Bureau of Engineering Fund No. 100/78, Account -
No. 1010 Salaries General for the planning and design of an equestrian bridge across the Los
Angeles River in the Atwater Village area of the City.

FISCAL IMPACT STATEI\{IENT »

There is no fiscal impact on the General Fund as sufficient funds are available in the Equestrian
Facilities Trust Fund. Thé use of thes_e funds is consistent with the Ordinance which created the
Fund." The cost of construction of the bridge is estimated to be $1.35 million, and while the source

of this funding has not been identified, various options are being pursued.
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In the last ten years park equestrian riders have had to contend with a possibly very
dangerous condition in the Los Angeles River just north of Los Feliz Boulevard. About 3,100 feet
north of Los Feliz Boulevard there is an area of the Los Angeles River that is being used as a. horse
crossing for equestrian riders who ride and maintain their horses in the Atwater Village area.
Everyday equestrians cross the sometimes fast moving Los Angeles River to exercise their horses
in Griffith Park. Inevitably some of these horses may slip and fall due to the slippery cement and
algae lined floor of the River Basin. Though steps have been. taken to limit the city's liability from
such accidents, there might still remain significant exposure to potential legal action in these
instances.

The only reasonable way to address these concerns would be to construct an equestrian
bridge across the Los Angeles River. Preliminary estimates are that such a concrete and steel
reinforced bridge would cost about $1,350,000.

Sufficient funds are available in the Equestrian Trust Fund to undertake preliminary work
for this project. The Equestrian Trust Fund contains annually assessed Equine License Fees paid by
equestrian riders in Los Angeles and the funds are devoted to "provide for construction of new
equestrian facilities."

Action is needed to begin work on this effort by transferring a small amount from the
Equestrian Facilities Trust Fund to be used for initial planning and design; and to instruct involved
City departments to identify funding sources for the construction of the project.

I THEREFORE MOVE that, subject to the approval of the Mayor, $50,000 be transferred
from the Equestrian Facilities Trust fund No. 512 to the Bureau of Engineering Fund No. 100-78,
Account No. 3040 (Contractual Services) for the planning and design of an equestrian bridge across
the Los Angeles River in the Atwater Village area of the City.

I FURTHER MOVE that the Bureau of Engineering and the Department of Recreation and
Parks be directed to report within 180 to the Council with recommendations on potential funding
sources for the further design and ultimate construction of the equestrian bridge.
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