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. ORDINANCE NO. _1_7_3_3_7_5_ 

. An ordinance amending Section 52.34 of the Los Angeles Municipal Code related to 
regulation of private security services. 

THE PEOPLE OF THE CITYOF LOS ANGELES 
DO HEREBY ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS: 

Section 1 of the Los Angeles Municipal Code is hereby amended to read as follows: 

Sec. 52.34 PRIVATE PATROL SERVICE - REGULATIONS 

(a) Definitions. 
For the purpose of this article, certain terms used herein are defined as follows: 

(1) Private Patrol Service. The term "private patrol service" shall mean any 
"private patrol operator" as defined in the California Business arid Professions Code 
which furnishes or purports to furnish to members, subscribers, or customers any street 
patrol officer for the purpose of affording additional security and protection of person 
and property or to perform any other service directly related to the "private protection of 
life and property." 

(2) Street Patrol Officer. The term "street patrol officer" shall mean any person 
who performs for a private patrol service the duties of a uniformed guard or uniformed· 
patrol officer or any of the duties described in subdivision (a)(I) by street patrol service . ..... . . 

utilizing foot patrol, motor patrol, or other means of transportation in public areas, City 
streets, or public thoroughfares. This definition shall not apply to uniformed guards or 
uniformed caretakers employed by an entity other than a private patrol service, such as 
by industrial plants, department stores, community associations, or private clubs wherein 
said function does not require patrolling from one location to another by use of a City 
street, nor shall it apply to persons employed by such an entity solely in connection with 
the commercial, public, or professional business of such an entity. 

(b) Private Patrol Services. 

(1) Permit. It shall be unlawful to engage in the business of maintaining or operating 
any private patrol service in the City of Los Angeles without first obtaining a license as required by 
the State of California and a permit from the City. 
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(2) Requirements for Permits. The following requirements must be met 
to obtain a permit to operate, maintain and conduct a private patrol service in the City. 

A. Registration. A registration form shall be filed with the Board ·of Police 
Commissioners on forms supplied by the City. The registration form shall be signed and 
verified by the registrant and shall state the name, address and organization of the private 
security service, its method of operation, the territory or location it proposes to serve, 
the names,addresses of its officers, members, associates and employees and a description 
of the procedures for investigating citizen complaints against its street patrol officers. 

B. State License. The registration form for apermit shall he accompanied by a 
photostatic or certified copy of the private patrol service's State of California License 
evidencing compliance with State laws relating to the business of private patrols. 

c. Insurance. Upon request, a private patrol service shall furnish to the Board of 
PoliceCor:mnissionersevidence of the following insurance: workers' compensation, general 
liability insurance, automobile insurance in the amounts required by State law. 

(c) Street Patrol Officers. 

(1) Registration. It shall be unlawful for any person to perform the duties of a street 
patrol officer in the City of Los Angeles without first obtaining a Guard Registration card 
as required by the State of California and registering with the City. Upon the registration 
being accepted by the City, the Board of Police Commissioners may issue a permit which 
shall be subject to all of the provisions of Chapter 10 of this Code, including all the rights, 
regulations, and due process procedures contained therein. The Board of Police 
Commissioners shall retain street patrol officer permits in its files. 

(2) Requirements for RegistratiQn. The following requireme·nts must be met to 
register to perform the duties of a street patrol officer in the City. 

A. Registration. A registration fomi shall be filed· with the Board of Police 
Commi.ssioners on forms supplied by the City. The registration form shall be signed and 
verified by the registrant and shaH state his name, address and the nam:eand address of 
the private patrol serVice by whom he is employed. The registration form shall be 
submitted to the Board of Police Commissioners within 15 days qf the Street Patrol 
Officer being hired by the Private Patrol Service. Registration forms may be submitted 
byl}and-delivery, U:S .. mail or.facsimile. 

B.State'Registration Card~The registration form for a street patrol officer permit 
must be accompanied by a photostatic or certified copy of his State of California Guard 
Registration card evidencing compliance with the State laws relating to the occupation 
of a street patrol officer. 
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(d) Uniform, Equipment, Badges, Insignia. 

, (1) General. Any badge, insignia, patch or uniform used or worn by any employee, 
officer, member or associate of a private patrol service, while on duty for said patrol service, shall 
be in compliance with State law. Any such badge, insignia, patch or uniform shall not be of such 
a design as to be mistaken for an official badge, insignia or uniform worn by a law enforcement 
officer of the City of Los Angeles or any other law enforcement agency with jurisdiction in the City. 

(2) Uniforms. The Private Patrol Service shall submit to the Board of Police 
Commissioners a sample or color photograph of the proposed uniform for approval by 
the Board to ensure that it does not resemble a uniform of any law enforcement agency 
with jurisdiction in the City. No uniform shall be worn if the sample thereof submitted 
to the Board has been determined to be in violation of subsection (d)(1). 

(3) Equipment, Weapons, Ammunition. Street Patrol Officers are only authorized 
to carry .38 caliber, .45 caliber, .357 caliber and 9 millimeter firearms. The Board .of 
Police Commissioners shall have the authority to grant an exception to this subsection 
upon a showing of good cause. Firearms and ammunition used by street patrol officers 
shall be of a brand name, model and caliber approved by the State of California. No 
street patrol officer shall carry any firearm in the performance of his duties unless he 
possesses a valid firearm qualification card issued by the State for said firearm. Other 
authorized weapons include State approved batons and chemical agents as authorized by 
the officer's State permit. 

(e) Motor Vehicles. Each vehicle used for the purpose of patrolling shall comply with California 
Vehicle Code section 25279(b) and at a minimum the letters and numerals shall be clearly visible' 
and readable from a distance of fifty feet and shall be permanently affixed to the vehicle. A private 
patrol service shall not use or permit to be used for purposes of patrolling, any vehicle which is not 
marked and identifiable with approved markings or insignia in accordance herewith. No vehicle 
used by a private patrol service shall be equipped with a red light, siren, or be painted in a manner 
similar to a police vehicle of the City of Los Angeles or other law enforcement agency with 
jurisdiction in the City. The private patrol service shall submit to the Board of Police 
Commissioners a color photograph of the proposed vehicles showing compliance with this 
subsection. 

(f) Reports to Police. Every private patrol service operator and every street patrol officer shall 
immediately make a report to the Police Department of any felonies, high-grade misdemeanors or 
violation of federal law which come to his attention High-grade misdemeanors include Petty Theft, 
Dangerous Weapons' Control Laws, Traffic Manslaughter, Indecent Exposure, Child Molesting, 
Contributing to the Delinquence of a Minor, Lewd Conduct, and all other misdemeanor sex offenses. 
The private patrol service shall also immediately notify the Police Department of any weapon 
discharge or private person's arrest made within the City, by any employee, officer, member, or 
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associate of the private patrol service. 

(g) Employees. The private patrol service will be responsible for each street patrol officer to be 
registered with the State and to carry proof thereof at all times while on duty. A Street Patrol Officer 
in connection with his duties, upon request by a law enforcement officer, shall identify himself as 
a Street Patrol Officer and shall give his name and employer's name. At no time shall a Street Patrol 
Officer conduct himself by word or manner as to lead others to believe that he possesses the power 
to enforce Traffic Regulations or to issue Traffic Citations. 

(h) Authority to Make Rules and Regulations. The Board of Police Commissioners shall have 
the authority to make rules and regulations not inconsistent with State law or this chapter concerning 
private patrol services and street patrol officers. Prior to any changes or additions to such Board 
rules and regulations, the Board of Police Commissioners shall give reasonable notice to all private 
patrol services registered with the City of the proposed changes or additions. 

(1) Permits; Nontransferable. Permits issued under this article are not transferable. This section 
shall not be construed to prohibit the owner of a private patrol service from selling, assigning or 
transferring such service; however any new owner, transferee, or assignee shall be required to qualify 
under this article before commencing operations or carrying on business as a private patrol service. 

G) Suspension/Revocation. Violation of ,any provision- of this ordinance, any of the rules 
promulgated by the Board of Police Commissioners, or of any State or local law in connection with 
the operation of a Private Patrol Service, may be cause for suspension and/or revocation of the 
permit held by the Private Patrol Service. The Board of Police Commissioners shall notify the 
Private Patrol Service of the intent to suspend or revoke the registration of any of its street patrol 
officers. 

(k) Permits Not Exclusive. Permits required by this article shall be in addition to any license or 
permit required under any other chapter of this code. 
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COMMU r~~Tl;I"C~N;0'LlNC;,- "GENDA TO dE POSTED 

LOS ANGELES CITY COUNCIL File No.99-0355 

COUNCIL MEMBER CINDY MISCIKOWSKI, CHAIR 
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 

Yes No 
Public Comments XX 

COMMUNICATION FROM CHAIR, PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE and ORDINANCE 
FIRST CONSIDERATION relative to amending Los Angeles Municipal 
Code Section 52.34 relative to regulation of private security 
services. 

Recommendation for Council action, as initiated by Motion (Chick 
- Alatorre - Hernandez): 

PRESENT and ADOPT accompanying ORDINANCE amending Section 52.34 
of the Los Angeles Municipal Code related to regulation of 
private security services. . 

Fiscal Impact Statement: None submitted by the City Attorney. 
Neither the City Administrative Officer nor the Chief Legislative 
Analyst has completed a financial analysis of this report. 

Summary: 

Motion (Chick - Alatorre - Hernandez) requested the Police 
commission to report back on Los Angeles Municipal Code Section 
52.34 - Private Patrol Service, and whether it could be modified 
to coincide with the goals and objectives in creating Business 
Improvement Districts (BID) and to have the Commission'cease any 

~enforcement efforts against the Downtown BID and its private 
~ patrol services in the interim. . 

The Downt~wn Center BID established a private patrol service and 
provided it with uniforms in the BID's theme colors. The Police 
Commission, which regulates private patrols, put the Downtown 
Center BID on notice for failure to comply with the Boards rules 
and regulations. Specifically, the Commission's rules require 
that private patrol uniforms be grey in color. Additionally, the 
BID needed to pay the required City permit fees. 

Under LAMC section 52.34, it makes it unlawful to engage in the 
business of maintaining or operating any private patrol service 
in the city without first obtaining a permit as required by the 
State of California and a permit with the City. 

The Ordinance, amended on March 22, 1976, gave the Police 
Commission power to charge fees, require a surety bond and 
determine the appropriate uniform, equipment, badges, insignia, 
weapons, ammunition and motor vehicle. 
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.' 
Th~ Board also has the authority to make additional rules. BID~s 
carne into existence subsequent to the enactment of the Ordinance 
and Rules. It is the contention of BID's that state law exempts 
them from regulation and that the Police Commission' should'not 
have the right to approve uniforms. 

In a May 20, 1999 repprt, the 'City Attorney recommended that the 
current ordina~ce be amended to eliminate any provisions that ' 
cont~adict state law. 

At a special meeting of the Public Safety Committee on May 24, 
1999, the Chair of the Committee recommended that the City 
Attorney prepare a'draft ordinance to make the neces~ary changes 
to LAMC section 52.34. -

The city Attorney in a July 16, 1999 report asked for additional 
time to respond to meet with representatives of the state in 
order to clarify issues raised by a letter submitted by the 
Bureau of Security and Investigative_ Services. -

The Public Safety Committee at its November 15, 1999 meeting 
considered the matter 'and instructed the City Attorney-to prepare 
the ordinance. 

In its M~rch 31, 2000 report, the City Attorney drafted an 
ordinance amending LAMC Section 52.3-4 making the appropriate 

,deletions and additions. to eliminate duplication a'nd/or conflict­
with the California .Business and Professions Code. 

'Tl)e Board of Police Commissioners at its April 25, 2000 meeting, 
approved the City Attorney's draft ordinance, and additionally 
approved amendments to the Board Rules and Regulations governing 
Private Patrol Services. 

At a special meeting held May 22; 2000, the Chair of the Public 
Safety Committee recommended approval of the draft ordinance and 
now for~ards the matter to the Council for its consideration. ' 

. Respectfully submitted, 

~~;A YM-.~ 
~u::i;;Member Cindy Miscikowski, Chair 
Public Safety Committee 
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COUNCIL VOTE 

20-Jun-00 10:49:55 AM, #9 

I TEM NO., ( 3 6 ) 
, Voting on Item(s): 36 
Roll Call 

BERNSON Yes 
CHICK Absent 

',FEUER Yes 
*GALANTER Yes 
GOLDBERG Yes . 
HERNANDEZ Yes' 
HOLDEN Yes 
MISCI,KOWSKI Yes 
PACHECO ' Yes 
PADILLA ,Yes 
RIDLEY-THOMAS Yes 
SVORINICH Yes 
"WA~HS Yes, 
WALTERS Absent 
FERRARO Absent 
Pre~ent~ 12, Yes: '12 No; 0 
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council. File Number :q1-~3n-

'Committee Meeting Date s- 2.l.-_~c 

Council Date 

-
COMMITTEE MEMBER YES . NO ABSENT -

~ 
~ -. 

COUNCILMEMBER MISCIKOWSKI, CHAIR 

COUNCILMEMBER :E.'ACHECb . ./' 

COUNCILMEMBER WACHS ~~ 
.. -=-1 

Remarks " -1\{rabJ91,.l~. 06t.o I 1'J'1l-Cc.C 
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,Brian W~lters, tegislative Assistant I Telephone 485-4467 
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Please see reverse of card for important infOrmation and submit this entire card to the presiding officer or chaimerson. 
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(? ctBL-1 C I wish to speak before the ______________ -=---:==-...:---'-" ___________ _ 

Do you wish to provide general public comment, or to speak for or against a proposal on the agenda? ( ) For proposal 
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Street City State Zip 
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I wish to speak before the Pu. /,~ ~ f4/e ~ t4u.-,77l!C 
Name of City Agency, Department, Committee or Council 
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Street City State Zip 
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Honorable Council members 
Council Of the City of Los Angeles 

c/o City Clerk.'s Office ' 
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Los Angeles, CA 90012 

PRIVATE PATROL SERVICE-REGULATIONS 

At a regular meeting of the Board of Police Commissioners held April 25., 2000, this Board 
considered and approved the enclosed proposed ordinance amending Section 52: 34. of the Los, 
Angeles Municipal Code related to regulation of Private Security ServIces. The ,Board took. 
further action and approved amendments to the Board Rult:s and Regulations goverriiIig Private 
Patrol Services, which is being provided forY0tlr information. 

The Board requested that this matter' be transmitted to your office for further'processing . 

. Very truly yours,' 
BOARD OF POLICE COMMISSIONERS 

LUPEORTIZ 
Commission Executive Assistant 
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BOARD OF 
PCU':'::: CCN,ivliSSIONERS 

ORDIN~CE NO. __ _ 

~AMA~:J~·?1ed 1·2-5 ~(.){j 
~crO'fbrYd (j-d"' 

An ordinance amending Section 52.34 ofllie Los Angeles Municipal Code related to 
regulation of private security services. 

Sec~ 52.34 PRIVATE PATROL SERVICE· REGULATIONS 
(Amended by Ord. No. , EO: .) . 

(a) Definitions;.. 
For the purpose of this article, certain tenns used herein are defined as follows: . 

. , - ' 

(1) . Private Patrol Service. The term "private patrol service"· shall mean any 
person, association ofpcrsons, or partnership, or c:oll'Qration "private patrol operator" . 
as defined in the· California Business and Professions Code which fiunishes or purports . 
to furnish to m.~bers, subscribers, or customers any ~ox :!pedal $treet patrol 
officer for the purpose of affording additional security and protection of person and 
property or to perfonn any other service directly related to the "private protection oflife 
and property". . 

. (2) Speda:l Ofticel. Strut Patrol Officer.· The term "speciai offica " "street patrol 
officer' shall mean any person who performs for a private patrol service the duties of a 

. uniformed guard; wrifoIUlocl walclnnan. or unifoIDled patrohilAtlpatrol officer or any of 
the duties described in subdivision (a)(l) whose ptUU31Y function is patrolling flam one 

.locatioil to motile! hy City Sheets by street patrol service utilizing foot patrol. motor.· 
patrol, or other means of transportation in public areas, City streets, or public 
thOTOUghfore.s. This d~tion shall not apply to· mnroIl)led wcrtc1num, un.i.fomied guards' 
or uniformed caretakers employed by an entity other than a private patto 1 service, such 
as by industrial plants, department stores~ commuriity associations1 or private clubs 
wherein said function does not require patrolling from one location to· another by use of 
a City street, nor shan it apply to persons employed by such an entity solely in 
connection with the commercial, public, orprofession3.l business of such an entity .. 

. ' .~ -' 

(b) ·Private Patrol Services Pel mit. 

(1) ReqcaiJ ement Permit. It shall be unlawful to engage in the bUsiness ofmaintalnmg 
or operating anyprivatepau:ol service in the City -of Los Angeles without first obtaining a 
pcmrit license as required by the State ofCalifomia and apennit from the City. 

1 
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(2) Applica:lXons Requirements for Permin. The following requirements must be met 
to obtain a·permit to operate, maintain ,?-nd conduct Q private patrol service in the City. 

It.-, Ji!ee:' Reginrlllioll. An application :£01 a penult to operate, maintain and conduct 
a private patrol sen ice bus-iness in the C:i:ty A regi.stration!orm shall be filed togethet 

. with an application fee with the Pcullit geetioi\ oftbe City Clerk's Office the Board of 
Police Commissioners on fonns supplied by the City. hI addition theletu, a scpatate 
application ·signed and vetified by dIe applicanhiiaU also be :filed with the Polite 
Conunissiou; and said application The registration form shall be signed and verified by 
the rejistrant and shall state the name, ~ddress and organization of the private security 
Servi~, its method of operation, the territory or lo(:ation it proposes to serve, the names, 
and addresses and physical desCliptioIl of its officers, members, associates and 
employees and sueh other icientmeation=3:ud infotwation includuIg, but not linrited to, 
fiJigelpriftts and lecent photographs of the appliemrt; its officer~~ menl'ilezs, associates, 
and einployees as lDll}' be deeillcd necessaxy by Hoaxd of Police COIwnissionelS. and a 
descriptton of the procedures for investigating citizen complaints against it$ street patrol 
officers. 

B. SUI ety Bond. The application for II pennit Col a pIivate patLO! seI vice as lequhed: b, 
this .Ax tide llIust be accompanied by a SUI ety bond undc:t wxitten by a cmpotate Stuet, 
admitted to do basiness iIi Ca:lifuxwa; III a fona applOoed by the: City Attumey, in the SWlI 

of$l5~OOO blanket co,mage fin each and aM employees. officers, DlCiUbciS or associates of 
the pIi,ate patrol SCI vice. The bond shall be conditioned upon the faitbfal and honest 
cvndDct ofthc! b(1$K:aesS oipxiuate-patlOl ~Ioice by dre pennitte:e and also conditioned upon 
faithful compliance with this Code, each and ali of the ordinances of the Ci~ and the laws 
of the State. of CaiifuInia in furce, or which Ina) thereafter be adopted, xelating to the 
business ofpriYate pat:toi sex vicx:. The petIJrittee and smeties named in the bond, and dleh 
SUCCCSSO(S and atisitns. ~ bejointiy and S"'CIaHy liable to the City and to a:ll)' person~ 
fum 01 colpOIatioIl fiJI damages .~l.IfJi!ed bi xeason ofthe wnmgfaJ acts of the peunittee, its 
officers, associates, membeIs, 01 elliployees ill bleach of the cOllditiOIlS of the bond. 'the 
bOIld shailuot be ,oid upon aDJ wle 01 mOle ICCOYelies thClemu:ieI. bat ma, be sued and 
lecoyt:1ed upol16:om time. to tune. bi any pason, fum 01 corpolation aggrieoed 01 damaged; 
to the extent thereof. The bond. shall be revie~ecl to its original amount on each Inilliat 
dllllivClSWY thereof Notice of ail'y ptoposed cancellation of the bond shaff be sent by 
registaed mail to the Inswance and Bunds section of the Office of the City Attom"), and-to 
rim Bocnd ofPuiice Connnissionas not l=ss dmn 36 days in ad9wICe of dIe calleetiation date. 

e B. State License Bond. Befote a permit ful a pdvate patIol se:nice is issued; the 
applicant shaH fttmish the Board ofPoHce CotnmissioDels with l1u~ registration/arm/or 
a permit shall be accompanied by a photostatic or certified copy of his the private patrol 
se1'Vice'$ State of California License and Bond evidencing th~ he 1m complied: compliance 
with State laws relating to the business of private patrols. 
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D;- C. Insurance. Upon ret[Ul!st, it a private patrol service shall furnish to the Board of 
Police Commissioners evidence of the following insurance with the :Soard of l>olice 
Conllnissionets upoIlleqaest: workers' compensation, general liability insurcmce, automobile 
insurance and fcdse au est inswC&llce in the amounts to be detcmllncd hJi the B081d: required 
by State law. . 

(c) Special Street Patrol Officers. 

(1) Regisbation. Each special OffiCCI mast be cWIeutJy legisteIed with the Bmeau of 
Collectivll ;md hxvestigatio:ax Sel vices of the State: of Caiiiouna as lcqailed by Scction 
7514(f) o~the BttSi:ness and PtofcsSions Code ofthc State ofCalifomia. The pri~te pabal 
sChlee wiD be xcsponsible ful each special office! to be Iegisteted and to can, plooftheieof 
at all tiInes while on duty. If at auy lillIe a special office! whiie 011 duty fin sllCh a private 
pattol senice cannot produce a ~tiWPQI81y or pCm181lcnt State registration when requested 
by a City police office[~ the pxiuate patIol set: vice Illay be subject to SaspecsiilllOI Iellocation 
ofits'Poliee peluut pLiviiege to 0peIate within the City. 

(1) Registration.. It shall be unlawful for any person to per/onn the duties a/a street patrol 
officer in the City of Los A.ngeles without first obtaining a Guard Registration card as 
required by the State 0/ California and registering with the Ciiy. Upon the registration being 
accepted by the City, the Board 0/ Police Commissioners may issue a permit which shall be 
subject to all of the provisions of Chapter 10' of this Code, including all the ,rights, 
regulations. and due process procedures contained therein. The Board of Police 
Commissioners shall retain street patrol officer penm'u in irs Jiles. 

(2) Pcantit: (Amended ill EutiletY1 Qui: No. 158,461, Eff. 1 V2fh'83.) 
:A; AIly emplol'ee, ill allY offiCe! or member 01 associate ofa plivate patrol sex \I ice ",he 

performs the senice of a Guard; Vlatchman, PatrOlman Ol"-tlthet ptivate pa:b:ol fimetiOIl 
whose duties illYolvc patrolling from one location to aJ.lOthex by City stxeets Ulost possess a 
,atid Speciai Officer's permit at ail times as issuedOy tbePolice Conmlission: ' 

(2) Requirements for Regutratlon. The following requirements must be met to register 
to perform the dU1ies of a street porrol officer in thliJ City. 

A. Registrlltion. .A registration form shall be filed with the Board of Police 
Commissioners onjorma supplied lJy the City.· The registration/orm shall be ,signed and 
verified by the regi..Jtrant and shall s,tate his name. address and the name and address of 
the private patrol service by whom he is employed. The registration form shall be 
s'Ubmttt~d to th~ Board of Police Commissioners within 15 days of the Street Patrol 
Officer being hired by the Private Patrol Service. Registration forms may be submitted 
by hand-delivery, US. mail or facsimile. 

B. State Registration Card. The registration/orm/or a street patrol officer permit must 
be accompanied by a photostatic or certified copy of .his State of California Guard 
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Registration. card evidencing campliance with the State laws relating to the occupation of 
a street patrol officer. 

B. hI addition to 01 in lien of a Bowd-issued telllpotaIy permit authorized b, Section 
163.e6(b), a telllp01aIy pelmit not to exceed 45 days lilay be issued to an applicant by the 
Secletat) of the Board prO'tided the iolio"ing coxxditio:ume met. 

a: All appJjcatiou for pennil is on file at the main 'office of the Cit, Clem and all 
. permit fees have been paid, and , 

b. A pleiimillaIY in~estigation by COIllnIission staffdoes wt lena! information 
wlxicb wollid nonnally CQllsnnrte glomnis fm deniai, and 

!;. TIro appnCi1itt possesses a , alid pennancnt or tenXPOlatj Catifoxnia State Otfal'd: 
Regisbation Card; and State Fneanns Pumit, if the applicant intends to emx, a filC2ttn; and 

d. The applicallt possess a ~alid Cdifonna DIi~er's License.--..' 
The Secretary of the Domd lnay suspend S11Cih tempolluy pennit at Wi' time if the-S«letwoJ 
has !edSon nibcl:ieve thaf ~y of the abollc conditions have not been met. 'The SCCletm) shaH 

. notify the applicant in Miring of the Ieil$OXXS fox ali}' such snspcnsion;and the application fol 
a peimmxeut peuuit i:lhall contiuue to be proc~sed accord::ittg to pl"O\> istons -of dris code aud 
any applicable tales aDd Icguh!ti. '"_< •• rOte Domd. 

ffl (d) Uniform, Equipment, Badges, Insignia. 

k (1) Gene,aL -No Any badge, in.§jgni~_p~tf..h_ orJlP.iJo_~ sI¢l be used or worn,by any 
employee, officer, member or associate ofa private patrol ~ervice,-while on-duty for said­
patrol service, snail be in compliance with State law. Any such badge, insignia, patch or 
unifantl shall not be which is· of such a design as to be mistaken for an official badge, 
insignia or unifolDl worn by a law enforcement officer of the City of Los Angeles or any , 
other law enforcement agency with jurisdiction in the city. any city, COWIty, OJ state agency 
within its jUi'isdiGtioI1: The applicant or permittee shall submit to the Board of Police 
COlwnissioncrs a sample of the Insignia intended to be lISed ill the conduct of the pzivate 
patrol sen-ice involved:. The Bowd ofPoiic:e Commissjonexs sha:ll appIOoe tIle colO! of the 
PloPOSed wrifOnn dud miall issue upon payment therefore a fonn of badge, which shall not 
contain the wOld "police". While engaged ill the pexfuilliance of duties, a specia:l officer 
shaft weaL and disptay the badge iss=d: pt4$umt tc1i~tioI1,and insignia on the outside 
oihis Vi het unifvml in a elead)' visible tnmntel. Badges issued pursttant to this section shaH 
llOt be altered; modified ordefClCed 01 be ased, WOIn. ox displaJled in suchwui£tion. Arry 
badge .issaect heteandet which is in IlCcd oflcpm or Iepiacement 01 othel wise not authorized 
fOI use shall be innnediah:l, rettrtned and delivered to the Board of Police Commissioners 
OJ its iepleselltatil'e. It siLdl be ....2_ .. fu1 fVi anyone othet _than a pcxnuttee berenndez to use, 
wear or display a badge issued pursuant to thinec:tiUll. No illsignia sindi be W014 if the 
salllple thcreafsubmitted to the BpaJd oiPolice wnwrissiollClS has been dctelll1ined b, the 
Bowd to be hi violation of tbis section. 

(2) Uniforms. The Private Patrol Service shall submit to the Board of Police 
CommiSsioners a sample or color photograph o/the proposed uniform/or approval by the 
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misdemeanor sex offenses. • with the exception ofmiDor traffic offi:mses. The private patrol service 
shall also immediately lepOit to notify the Police Department of any weapon discharge or private 
person 's mest made within the City, by any employee. officer member, or associate of the private 
patrolsenrice. . 

(g) Employees. The privQte parrol service wtll be pesponsible for each street patrol officer to be 
registered .with the State and to .. carry proof thereof at all times while on duty. A Street Patrol 
Officer in connection with his duties, UpO'1 request by a law enforcement o.lJicer~ shall identify 
himself as a Street Patrol Officer and shall give his name and employer's name. At no time shall 
a Street Patrol Ojfrcer conduct himself by word or manner as to lead others to believe that he 
possesses the po-wer to enforce Traffic R(!gulations or to issue Traffic CitatioTlS. 

1\ . 

.ro (h) Authority to Make Rules and Regulations. The Board of Police Commissioners shall 
bave the authority to make rules and regulations not inconsistent with State law or this chapter 
concerning private patrol services and special street patrol officers. Prior to any changes or 
additions to such Board roles and regulations, the Board of Police Commissioners shal! give 
reasonable· notice to all private patrol services registered with the City of the proposed changes QT 

additions. 

tm- (i) Permits; Nontransferable. Permits issued under this arti~le are not transferable. This 
section shall not be c~trued to prohibit the owner of a private patrol service from selling. assigning 
or transfening such service, however any new owner, transferee, or assignee shall be required. to 
qualifY under this article before commencing operations or carrying on business as a private patrol 
servIce. 

0) SuspeilsionIRtWot:ldiotL Vi()/ation ()f any pr(}visi(}n of this ordinance. Qny of the rules 
promulgated by the Board of Police Commissioners, or of any State or local law in connection with 
the ope'1'Q.tion of a Pnvate Patrol Service,· ~ay be cause for suspension and/or revocation of the 
permit held by the Private Patrol Service. The Board of Police Commissioners shall notify the 
Private Patrol Service of the intent to suspend or revoke the registrahon of any of its.street patrol 
officers. .. . 

~ (Ie) Licenses and Fees Permits Not Exclusive. Fees and Permits required by this article shall 
be in addition to any license; or permit orm required under any other chapter of this ~de. 

. . 
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Board to ensure that it doeS nor resemble a uni/onn of any law enforcement agency with 
jurl$diction in the City. No uniform shall be worn if the sample thereof submitted to the 

. Board has been determined to be in violation o/subsection (d)(l). 

B. The Bozo of Police COlllllllssioncls shaft specify the police type equipment; 
including weapons ami a:mmtmition. which a special office! 1l1ay cau, whHe 001 dul), and 
it sha:11 be wrlawful £VI a special office to carry, wear, 01 to use an, sath equipment; 
including weapons at.1i 'l1mIllimition, while on daty if such is of a type not ple"ioasl, 
appto~ed by the Domd ofFolice COllllnissionel5 for said offieer. 

The use of alIY firemm and willnanitioll, by a special officel, shaH be of a bt and name. 
model and CatibCI as apPIQ"W by the Board aePolice ConllnissronelS 01 its agent 

No special OffiCCi sha:ll eatty any firearms in the performance ofms orne! duties aatess 
he 01 she has completed tire coruse of tIaining specified jn Section- 9514.1 of the Business 
and Professions €ode of the State of Cali1Vxuia. 

(J) Equipment, Weapons, Ammunition. Street Patrol Officers are only authorized to 
carry .38 caliber, .4J caliber, .357 caliber and 9 millimeter firearms. The /Joard of 
Police Commissioners shall have the authority to grant an exception to this subsectiol1 
'Upon a shOWing of good cause. Firearms and ammunition used by street patrol officers 
shall be of a brand name, model and caliber approved by the StDte of Calt/ornia. No 
street patrol officer shall carry any firearm in the performance of his duties unless he 
PO$$f!$$e$ a valid firearm qualification card is9Ued by the State fOT said firearm. Other 
authorized weapons il1clude State approved batons and chemical agents as authorized 
b)/ t~e officer S State permit. 

(d) (e) Motor Vehides. The Board of Police Comnlissionels 01 its agent shall appron the type 
Ol cbatacteI of identification mad::iugs ox insignia Icqai&ed heteundel to be placed.or all) motor 
,chicle used in the operaticm of any ptiva:te patio! sel Yiee. Each yehicle used/a." the purpO$e of 
patrolling sJu:zll comply with California Vehicle Code section 25279(b) and at a minimum 'the letters 
and numeral! shall be clearly visible and readable from a distance of fifty feet and shall be 
permanemly ajJi%ed to the vehicle. A private patrol operator service shall Dot use' or permit to be 
used for purposes of patrolling, any vehicle which is not marked and identifiable with approved 
IDaxlWlgs or insignia in accordance herewith. and widlltdeS md legalations adopted by tire Board 
orPoH" Cotnnlissioners. No vehicle used by a private patrol service shall be, equipped with a red 
light, siren, or be painted in a manner similar to a police vehicle of the City of Los Angeles or other 
law enforcement agency with jurisdiction in the City. The private pat1'o/service shall submit to the 
Board of Police Commissioners a calor photograph af tlte proposed vehicles showing compliance 
with this subsection. 

~ (j) Ri':ports to PaUet. Every private })atrol setVice operator and every speciai street patrol 
officer shall immediately make a report to the Police Department and to tho Bomd of Police 
Conwri$$ioner$ of any folonies, high-gra.de mjsaemeanOl'$ 0" violations of lbe=I::os Angeles 
MU1ricipal Codet or State or federal law whi~h come to his attention. High-grade misdemetln(}ts 
include Petty Theft. Dangerous Weapons' Contro/Laws, Traffic Manslaughter, Indecent Exposure, 
Child Molesting, Contributing to the De/inquence of a Minor, Lewd Conduct, and all other 
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. POL.>::: CON.i'v\ISSIONER$ 
. AFPL"oved 1. z~·vD 

Secre·tory . ~. 
RULES AND REGULATIONS GOVERNING PRIVATE PA~ SERVICES 

. (IN ADDmON TO STA tS LAWS AND CITY ORDINANCES) 

1. AddresslTelepbone: Each Private Patrol Service permittee shall have and maintain a 
business address and/or emergency telephone 'number where a company representative is 
immediately available to members of the Los Angeles Police Department on a 24·hour per 
clay basis. 

2. Advertisements: No advertisement. representation or solicitation of any kind by a Private 
Patrol Service shall in any way imply that the Private Patrol Service is a part of the Los 
Angeles Police Department or any other law enforcement agency, or under contract or in any 
other way co~ted. therewith. 

3. Uniforms: ''All members of a Private Patrol Service shall be in full uniform at all times 
when performing any duty or service incidental- to the operation of the Private Patrol 
Service unless prior notification is given to the Los Ati~eles Police Department Area Watch 
Commander. 

4. Employee Atlckesses: Employee address changes shall be maintained by the permittee 
and shall be subject to inspection by the Board or its agent. 

S. Inspections: Each holder of a Private Patrol Service permit shall hold inspections at least 
montbJy of !Ill street patrol officers on-duty on the date of inspection of all uniforms, required 
identification cards, badges, equipment. ammunition, and weapons. Records of inspections 
shall be maintained for a period of one year and shall be made available to the Commission or . 
their agent upon request. . 

6. Employee Lists: All Private Patrol Services shall prepare and deliver an employee list or 
copies of the street patrol officers' registration forms to the Board twice a year. ]be employee 
list or copies of the street patrol officers' registration fonDS shall be received by the Board no 
later than January 10th and July 10th of each calendar year. ~e employee list or copies of. 
the street patrol officers' registration forms sball include the employee's name, State Guard 
Registration c.ard number and any other State required certifications (i.e .• firearms. baton. 
chemical agents, etc.) . 

7. Complaints: The Private Patrol Service shall forward copies of all complaints of violations of 
codified laws involving the activities Of itself or its street patrol officers which occurred in the 
City of Los Angeles. These complaints shall be investigated by members of the Los Angeles 
Police Department and shall be subject to review by the Boara of Poli~e Commissioners 
pursuant to Los Angeles Municipal Code sections 103.00 et seq. 

8. Rules: Upon issuance of a Private Patrol Service pennit, the Board of Police Commissioners 
shall provide to the Private Patrol Service a copy of these rules and. of the exty ordlnance 
regulating Private Patrol Services and Street Patrol Officers. The Private Patrol Service shall 
ensure that its employees are familiar with the ordinance and rules. 

9. Severability: A Board rule which is ruled to be invalid by a Court of competent 
jurisdiction shall .not invalidate the remaining Board Rules. 

Adopted by the Board of Police Commissioners at a regular meeting of December 11. 
1975, Amended April 25; 2000. 
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At a regular meeting of the Board of Police Commissioners held March 23, 1999, this Board 
considered and approved the enclosed DRAFT report relative to modifying LAMC Section 
52.34 - Private Patrol Service. 

The Board requested an additional 21-days to discuss additional concerns with the BIDs and 
fmalize the report. 

Very truly yours, 
BOARD OF POLICE COMMISSIONERS 

/-Z)~ (jd-
~TIZ 

Commission Executive Assistant 
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INTRADEPAR:rMENTAL CORRESPONDENCE 

March 18, 1999 

TO: Board of Police Commissioners 

FROM: Executive Director' Police Commission 

SUBJECT: BUSINESS IlVIPROvEMENT DISTRICTS-

BOARD OF 

PJL!I> C(\·.\,A.\ISSIONERS 
;,;:oroved :J. 23~'7 '1 
S ~~r"t""I.'~ In . ..J..­\,,\.,. -" ..... X/'J..,~ 

It is recommended that the Board of Police Commissioners approve the following report' and 
forward ,it to the City Council. 

BACKGROUND 

On March 16, 1999, the City Council adopted a motion by Councilmember Laura Chick which 
requested that the .Police Commission report back within 15 days on how the requirements 
under LAMC Section 52.34 - Private Patrol Service ..,.. can be modified to coincide with the 
Mayor and Council's goals and objectives in creating Business Improvement Districts (BID); 
and, the Police Commission cease any enforcement efforts against the Downtown BID and its 
private patrol service until' the matter has been reviewed by the City Council; and,_ the City 
A~inistrative Officer report 'back relative to the exemption of BIDs from Police Permit fees. 

LAMC Section 52.34 makes it unlawful to engage in the business of maintaining,or operating 
any private patrol service in the City of Los Angeles without first obtaining' a pennit as 
required by the State of California and a permit from the City. The 'Ordinance, amenq,ed on 
March 22; 1976, also gives the Police Commission the power to charge fees, require a surety . . . 

bond and determine the appropri~te uniform, equipment, badges, insignia, weapons, 
. ammunition and motor vehicle. The Board also has the authority to make additional rules; In 
fact, on December 11, 1975, and. amended on April 29, 1980, the Board adopted additional 
rules and regulations governing private patrols and private special officers which detail and 
enhance the requirements of LAMC Section 52.34 

Business Improvement Districts came into existence subsequent to the enactment of the 
Ordinance and Board Rules. The most common method of financing these Districts is for the 
concerned property owners and/or businesses to levy a charge on each other which is then 
utilized to supplement City services, i.e., safety, sanitation, etc. With the exception of the 
Hollywood BID, which has applied for and received a Police Permit, ,the Downtown BID and 
other BIDs have not complied with LAMC -Section 52.34., . They maintain· that their state 
license is all that is required. However, LAMC Section 52.34 requires an additional Police 
Commission Permit. 



DISCUSSION 

It is obvious that BIDs are an unqualified success. Every area where BIDs operate has 
experienced a decrease in crime and a decrease in the perception of crime. On March 8, 1999, 
the Board President and Executive Director had a productive meeting with Carol Schatz, CEO 
of the Downtown Center District BID, in which we agreed to explore methods to give BIDs 
flexibility while ensuring that public and officer safety is maintained. The following represents 
our attempt to satisfy that agreement: 

Fees 

The Police Commission does not have the authority to waive fees. Although the fees collected 
are cost neutral, which reflect the actual dollars spent for investigation and administration, 
only the City Council can authorize a waiver of fees. 

Permits 

Even if the City Council waives fees, the Ordinance obligates the Police Commission to require 
the private guard companies and individual private guards to obtain a pennit. The Downtown 
Center District BID made over 4,000 police related contacts in 1998. For the safety of the 
public, it is recommended that Commission Investigation Division (CID) continue to do a 
background check on private guards. We have had instances in the past where applicants 
received a clean record check when applying for their state license but showed criminal activity 
when applying for their Police Commission Pennit. 

Uniforms 

It is recommended that the Police Commission maintain authority over private guard unifonns 
while practicing great flexibility. The issue should always be, "Will the public confuse a 
private patrol guard with a regular police officer.?" In the case of the Downtown BID's purple 
t-shirts and pith helmets, the obvious answer is. "no." It is recommended that a variance be 
granted. 

Vehicles 

It is recommended that the Police Commission maintain authority over private guard vehicles 
so that there is no confusion by the public as to whether it is an official police vehicle. In the 
case of the Downtown BID's purple and white security patrol vehicle, there would not be a 
problem providing that the Police Pennit number is applied to the vehicle, as per Rule 11. 
Therefore, it is recommended that the vehicle utilized by the Downtown BID be approved. 
However, the Police Commission does not have the authority to waive Vehicle Code Section 
25279, which prohibits the activation of a flashing amber warning light while the vehicle is on 
the highway unless directed by a peace officer. 
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Equipment, Weapons and Ammunition 

All equipment must be of a type previously approved by the Board of Police Commissioners. 

Reports to Police 

It is recommended that the Police Commission waive the responsibility of the BIDs to report 
·all violations of the law to them, providing the BIDs continue to report the vioiation~ directly' 
to the Police Department: . 

Submittal of Employee Lists 

Currently, the private guard operators are required to submit an employee list to the Board 
four times a year. It is~ecoIDmended that the Board reduce this -requirement to twice a yeaf 
for the BIDs. . 

Complaints against Private Guard Operators andEmployees 

It is reconlmended that these complaints continue to be forwarded and the investigation be 
conducted by members of the Depar:tment and be subject to review by the Board of Pdlice 
Commissioners. 

ARGUMENTS FOR 

The BIDs playa vital role in promoting public safety and revitalizing an area.. It IS 

recommended that the. Board approve the foregoing modification~ of its rules for all BIDs. 

ARGUMENTS AGAINST 
. . 

The Board should take into. account that guard ·companies operating outside a BID may object· 
to more ,stringent rules. Granting BIDs modifIcations or exemptions to the Board's rules may 
be perceived as unfair. . . 

RECOMl\1ENDA TION 

It is recommended that the Board of Police Commissioners approve the items listed under 
"Discussion", forward. this report ,to the City Council, and reaffinn to the Downtown' Center 
District BID that, u~til the City Council takes action, the Police Commission will continue to 
cease enforcement efforts against that Downtown BID. 

~'(r-
JOk'PH A. GUNN 
Executive Director 

Attachments 
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(Amended by Ord. No. ~148,077~, Eff. 3/22176.) 

(a) Definitions: 

For the purpose of this article, certain terms used herein are defined as follows: 

(1) Private Patrol Service. 

The term "pri~ate p~trol se~ice" shall mean any p~rson or association of persons, or, 
partnership, or corporation which furnishes or purports to furnish to members, subscribers, or customers 
any unifonned or special officer for the purpose of affording additional security and protection of person 
and property or to perform any other service directly related to the "private protection of life and 
property" . 

(2) Special Officer. 

The term "special officer" shall mean any person who performs for a private patrol service the 
duties of a uniformed guard, uniformed watchman or uniformed patrolman whose primary function is 
patrolling from one location to another by City streets. This definition shall not apply to uniformed 
watchman, uniformed guards or uniformed caretakers employed by an entity other than a private patrol 
service, such as by industrial plants,. departmc:nt stores, communfty associations, or private clubs 
wherein said function does not reqUIre patrollmg from one location to another by use of a City street, nor 
shall it apply to persons employed by such an entity solely in connection with the commercial, public, or 
professional business of such an entity. . 

(b) Private Patrol Service Permit. 

(1) Requirement. 

. It shall be unlawful to engage in the business of maintaining or operating any private patrol 
service in the City.ofLos Angeles without first obtaining a permit as required by the State of California 
and a permit from the City. 

(2) Applications for Permits. 

A. Fees. An application for a permit to operate, maintain and conduct a private patrol 
service business in the City shall be filed together with an application fee with the Permit Section of the 
City Clerk's Office ~>n forms supplied by the ~ity. In a~dition the~et~, a separat~ appli~ti?n signed and 
verified by the apphcant shall also be filed WIth the Police COmmISSIOn, and saId apphcation shall state 
the name, address and organization of the private patrol service, its method of operation, the territory or 
location it proposes to serve, the names, addresses and physical description of its officers, members, 
associates and employees, and such other identification and information including, but not limited to, 
fingerprints and recent photographs of the applicant, its officers, members, associates, and employees as 
may be deemed necessary by Board of Police Commissioners. 

B. Surety Bond. The application for a permit for a private patrol service as required by 
this Article must be accompanied by a surety bond underwritten by a corporate surety admitted to do 
business in California, in a form approved by the City Attorney, in the sum of$15,000 blanket coverage 
for each and all employees, officers, members or associates of the private patrol service. The bond shall 
be conditioned upon the faithful and honest conduct of.the business of private patrol service by the 
permittee and also conditioned upon faithful compliance with this Code, each and all of ~e ordinances 
of the City and the laws of the State ofCalifomia in force, ot which may thereafter be adopted, relating 
to the business of private patrol service. The permittee' and sureties named in the bond, and their 
successors and assigns, shall be jointly and severally liable to the City and to any person, firm or 
corporation for damages suffered by reason of the wrongful acts of the permittee, its officers, associates, 
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members, or employees in brea~_. of the conditions of the bond. The bG ,uall not be void upon any 
one or more recoveries t?ereund~r, but may be sued and recovered upon from time to time by any 
person, firm or corporation aggnev~d or damaged, to the. extent thereof. The bond shall be renewed to its 
original amount on .each ann~ annIversary thereof. Notice of SflY proposed cancellation of the bond 
shall be sent by registered mall to the Insurance and Bonds section of the Office of the City Attorney and 
to the Board of Police Commissioners not less than 30 days in advance of the cancellation date. 

C. State License Bond. Before a permit for a private patrol service is issued, the applicant 
shall furnish. the Board of Polic~ Co~issioners with a ph?tos~tic or certif1ed coP.y of his State of 
California License and Bond eVldenc10g that he has comphed Wlth State laws relatmg to the business of 
private patrols. 

D. Insurance. A private patrol service shall furnish evidence of the following insurance 
with the Board of P?li~e Commissioners upon re9uest: wo~kers' compensation, ge~era1liability 
insurance, automoblle 10surance and false arrest In5urance 10 amounts to be determmed by the Board. 

(c) Special Officers. 

(1) Registration. 

Each special officer must be currently registered with the Buteau of Collection and 
Investigation Services of the State o~ Cal~omia as !equired by Sec?on 7.514(f) of the ~usiness and 
Professions Code of the State ofCallforrua The pnvate patrol sernce Wlll be responsible for each 
special officer to ~e registered and to ca.rxy proof thereof a.t all times while on duty. If at any time a 
special office~ while on duty for such a ~nvate .patrol sernce c~ot produce a t~mporary or pe~anent 
State registration when requested by a City pohce officer, the pnvate patrol service may be subject to 
suspension or revocation of its Police permit privilege to operate within the City. 

(2) Permit. (Amended in Entirety, Ord. No. 158,407, Eff. 11120/83.) 

. A. Any employee, or any officer or member or associate of a private patrol service who 
performs the service of a Guard, Watchman, Patrolman or other private patrol function whose duties 
involve patrolling from one location to another by City streets must possess a valid Special Officer's 
permit at all times as issued by the Police Commission . 

••. Nextpage 
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(2) Permit. (Amended in Entirety, Ord. No ... 158,407~, Eff. 11/20/83.) 

A. Any employee, or any officer or member or associate of a private patrol service who 
perfonns the service of a Guard, Watchman, Patrolman or other private patrol function whose duties 
involve patrolling from one location to another by City streets must possess a valid Special Officer's 
permit at all times as issued by the Police Commission. 

B. In addition to or in lieu of a Board-issued temporary permit authorized by Section 
103 .06(b), a temporary permit not to exceed 45 days may be issued to an applicant by the Secretary of 
the Board provided the following conditions are met: 

a. An application for permit is on file at the main office of the City Clerk and all 
permit fees have been paid; and . 

b. A preliminary investigation by Commission staff does not reveal information 
which would normally constitute grounds for denial; and 

c. The applicant possesses a valid permanent or temporary California State Guard 
Registration Card, and State Firearms Permit, if the applicant intends to carry a firearm; and 

d. The applicant possesses a valid California Driver's License. 

The Secretary of the Board may suspend such temporary permit at any time if the . 
Secretary has reason to believe that any of the above conditions have not been met. The Secretary shall 
notify the applicant in writing of the reasons for any such suspension, and the application for a 
permanent permit shall continue to be processed according to provisions of this code and any applicable 
rules and regulations of the Board. 

(3) Uniform, Equipment, Badges, Insignia. 

A. No badge, insignia or uniform shall be used or worn by any employee, officer, member 
or associate of a priva~e patrol service, while on duty for said patrol service, which is of such a design as 
to be mistaken for an official badge, insignia or uniform worn by a law officer of any city, county, or 
state agency within its jurisdiction. The applicant or permittee shall submit to the Board of Police 
Commissioners a sample of the insignia intended to be ·used in the conduct of the private patrol service 
involved. The Board of Police Commissioners shall approve the color of the proposed unifonil and shall 
issue upon payment therefor a form of badge, which shall not contain the word "police". While engaged 
in the performance of duties, a special officer shall wear and display the badge issued pursuant to this 
section and insignia on the outside of his or her uniform in a clearly visible manner. Badges issued 
pursuant to this sectioI} shall not be altered! m<?~fied or deface~ or be used, worn or displa¥ed in such 
condition. Any badge Issued hereunder which 15 m need of repaIr or replacement or otheIWlse not 
authorized· for use shall be immediately returned and delivered to the Board of Police Commissioners or 
its representativ~. It shall be unlawfu!. for ~yone o~e~ ~ a permittee h~reunder to use, wear or . 
display a badge Issued pursuant to this section. No 10Sigrua shall be worn If the sample thereof submitted 
to the Board of Police commissioners has been determined by the Board to be in violation of this 
section. 

B. The Board of Police Commissioners shall specify the police-type equipment, including 
weapons and ammunition, which a special officer m~y carry.while .on duty, and it shall be ~awful ~or a 
special officer to carry, wear, or to use any such equipment, mcluding weapons and ammumtion, while 
on duty if such is of a type not previously approved by the Board of Police Commissioners for said 
officer. 

The use of any firearm and ammunition, by a special officer, shall be of a brand name, 
model and caliber as approved by the Board of Police Commissioners or its agent. 
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No special officer shall carry any firearms in the performance of his or her duties unless he 
or she has completed the course of training specified in Section 7514.1 of the Business and Professions 
Code of the State of California. 

(d) Motor Vehicle. 

The Board of Police Commissioners or its agent shall approve the type or character of identification 
markings or insignia required hereunder to be placed on any motor vehicle ~ed in the operation of any 
private patrol servi~e. A p~va~e patrol operator ~hall ~ot use o~ permit to be use~ for pw:P0~es .o~ 
patrolling, any vehicle which IS not marked and Identifiable With approved markings or tnSlgrua m 
accordance herewith and with rules and regulations adopted by the Board of Police Commissioners. No 
vehicle used by a private patrol service shall be equipped with a red light, siren, or be painted in a 
manner similar to a police vehicle of the City of Los Angeles or other law enforcement agency with 
jurisdiction in the City. 

(e) Reports to Police. 

Every private patrol service operator and :very spec~al.officer shall ~e~iately make a report to 
the Police Department and to the Board of Pohce Comrrussloners of any VIolation of the Los Angeles 
Municipal Code. or State, or federal law which comes to his or her .atte·ntion, with the exception of 
minor traffic offenses. The private patrol service shall also immediately report to the Police Department 
any weapon discharge or arrest made within the City, by any employee. officer member, or associate of 
the private patrol service. . 

(f) Authority to Make Rules and Regulations •. 

The Board of Police Commissioners shall have the authority to make rules and regulations not 
.inconsistent with this chapter concerning private patrol services and special officers. 

(g) Permits; Nontransferable. 

_. Next Page 
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(t) Authority to Make Rules and Regulations. 

,~~ Cog)llliSslo~~s sh~l ha'y'~.the'allth?Qtyjo.mm:.~es~~ations not 
.inconsistent WIth this cl'Iapte"r concenung.pn.v.ate patrol seIVlces and special Officers. 

(g) Permits; Nontransferable. 

Pennits issued under this article are not transferable. This section shall not be construed to prohibit 
the owner of a private patrol service from selling, assigning or transferring such service, however any 
new owner, transferee, or assignee shall be required to qualify under this article before commencing 
operations or carrying on business as a private patrol service. :. 

(h) Licenses and Fees Not Exclusive. 

Fees and permits required by this article shall be in addition to any license, pennit or fee required 
under any .other chapter of this code. . . 

SEC. 52.37.1. USE OF OFFICIAL POLICE TITLES BY PRIVATE AGENCIES - SIMILAR 
SUBTERFUGES - PROHIBITED. 

(a) "Chief Detectives," "Chief of Detective Bureau. " 

No person shall use the title "Chief of Detectives" or "Chief of Detective Bureau" alone or in 
connection with any other term, phrase, symbol, initial or language, in carrying on any private business, 
employment or activity. 

(b) Other Police Titles. 

No person shall, in connection with any private business, employment or activity, use the title 
"Chief of Police," "Police Chief,". "Detective" or any other title or designation whatever calculated to 
indicate an official connection with the Police Department of this city or with the police force of any 
other government or government agency, unless accompanied by additional language clearly displaying 
without the use of initials or symbols, the identity of the private agency or employer on whose behalf the 
user of the title or designation is acting or purporting to act. 

(c) Police Operations. 

No person, other than a regular police officer of the City of Los Angeles, shall, for any purpose 
whatsoever, represent himself, of falsely represent another, to be a member of the Police Department of 
this city, or use any sign, word, language or device calculated to induce a false or mistaken belief that he 
is acting or purporting to act on behalf of the Police Department of this city within the scope of any real 
or purported duty thereof. 

(d) Collections, etc. 

No person other than a rc:gular police .officer o~this ?ity, acting within the scope .and ~ourse of his 
official duties, shall use any Sign, badge, title or deSignation, or make any express or unphed 
representation, calculated to induce the belief that he is a member of the police force of this city, or 
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RULES AND REGULATIONS GOVERNING PRIVATE 

PATROLS AND PRIVATE PATROL SPECIAL OFFICERS 
liN aaalTION 'ro lTan u.~ ANO cn" a"OIN""C", 

. '. I 

',UVA TE PATROL PERMIT; No pe"o" .h~1I "'~~:lI •• co"duct or cury 0" ,h. lIu.i" .... f • 
p,i •• , .. Patrol un' ... und., ." .. It; .u,ho,ity Ity • w,itt,n ,,,,mi, "0'" ,h •. I04Ir4. 

I. E .. cn pe,,,,ittee .h~n h~ .... nd ",.in'.i" • Ituli" .... dd, .... ,,41/0' '" Im",ency 'el.ph_. 
"."mbe, ... he,. '. comp'''Y ,.p,.,enh,i •• i, i"'m.di~,.ly 1 ... iI.ble ;0 ""mb,,,' .f ,h. Let· 
AII,e' •• Po'ice O.putm.n, 0" '.24 hou, p.r d .. ,. Itui •• 

1. No ...... tti •• m.n' of '''Y ki"d .h~1I i" ~"Y w.y imply 'h~' ,h. p.r,ol .. ,.ice il ',p.rt .f the 
LOl 1.11,.1 •• P.lic. O.p.ttm.,,' or .ny o,h.r ':lw ."folcem.,,' .g."cy. 0' "nder'collt,.ct or i .. , 
'''y o,h.r w;iy conn.c,.d the,.wi,h; " 

l. A copy of .. ny .d.ettiH",ent. lIotice. or card " •• d Ity • p.,,,,ittee .h.1I b. lub",itred to tt.. 
loard of Po'ic. Co",mi .. io".,.. 

4. Un'e .. prior e.e"'ptioll i" w,i,in, i. g'.nted It,. the loard of Police Com",i .. ionert •• 11 "' ...... 
bert of .I P,i.,'e Patro' .h .. 11 II. in full Pri.,te p.tro' unifo,m at '.11 ,i",e. ,..he" perfarmill' .,,' 
d"tr 0' .e",ic. incid.", .. , to 'he op.,.,ion of. Pri"'ate P.tro'. ' 

S. The w .. ring or di,p' .. ying of ,h. lI.dg •• ,nd/or we.pon, .nd 'he carryi"g of 10 ...... ,.. ... pon. b, 
• p,,"''''' p,'ro' oper~to" hi, c",p'oyee. 0' .elf-employed Speci.1 Officcr i. p,ohibited e1lupt 
,..hile p.,forming ,."';ic ... , • P,j •• ,. P",ol Speci .. 1 Office,; 

6. On'y ".isned b,dge. illuoci by 'he Bo.rd. Ih .. 11 Ite worn Ity the ·P,i""11 P",ol aper,'or, hi' 
employe .... "d .elf-e",ployod Spoci., Offic.,.. wh.n pe,forming •• ",ic •• lIS • Speci,1 Offlc.,. 

7. I.dgo. issued by' the Baud .h." o"'y Ite worn by 'he Speci.1 Offic., to .ho", 'he b •. dt. " .. 
i .. ".d. ' . 

8. Afty unifor", ,war" by ,h •. p.rmitt •• •• employ •• , .h .. 11 b •• Iate I',e,. i" coior., 
t. Hat ·.mble",., or pi.ce. ,h .. 11 .,. ""iforin for •• ch ."'ploy •• of. p .. trof se",ic ••• nd...... .. . 

.il •• r ill color ,.,,4 of ~ d.,ign appro •• e. by the 'olie. Co",,,,i .. ;o,, or. ifI ".nt. , . ~ .. :: " ._--

10. Employ .... ddr ... ch~nt ••.• h.li b. m.intain.d "y flte p.rmitte •• nd ue ."bj.c' to in'~:, 
by th. loard or in as.nt. . , ' 

11. E .. ch •• hicl. "s.d for ,h. purpo •• of p.,rolling,h.II,h ... 'h. 'oll~;!I': Th. Polica Com",&';: 
.io" ""m".r i .. ".d .'41 ,h.', p.rmi, hold.r. ill "0 I ... th.n linch I.tt ..... nd nu"'e"I., i .. .. 
I ... t 'hr •• p' .. ce.; on. all 'he low.r outli". pottion of tho ",i ... '" "o<or; one on the 10" ... .... 
side portion ofth. p ... en,.r·, door on the right lid. of the ",.hicl.; ..alld one all tho outsicl. 
,u, •• ction of ,h.' .ehicl. and th •••• ".11 b. Clearl,. .isibl ... nd ·rud'-bl. f,om 50 f.ot. n .. 
'ene's ~nd n"mer .. l. sh.1I be perm.n.nt'y .. ttach.d. '. 
Not.: It .h.1I be the ,e~'ibility of the permit hol"er to re"'o •• or calis. tab. n""~"d 

"id lett.,. and n era', upon,,'. or tr.nsfer of .aid ".hicl. to • fton-"p,,'rol fv"ctioa. 
12. uch holder of .' Pri", ... e p' rol permit .h~n hold ",onthly in.p.ction. of .• 11 uni'o,m" nqu'M 

id.ntific .. tio" card., b.d, •• , equipm.nt. ·."''''''ni'ion, and "' •• po"L '. R.Cord. of i".pedioas 
.h .. 11 b. mai"t .. in.d for .. p.rioel of one ,. .... a"eI b •••• iI.b'. to the Com",i .. ion 0' th.ir atant 
"p'on requ •• t th.r.of. . ' , 

. @ All Pri.". , .. t,ol operatort and •• If-e",ployed Specia'Offic.,.ih.1I prapua .nd d.Ii,.., ... 
• mp'oy •• Ii.t '0 tho Bo~rd four (4) times ,per y ..... The e",ploye. li.t.h.1I ba.r.c.i"od." til. 
Board no 'a'.r th .. ",J.nu.ry 10th. April 10th, July 10th •• nd ·Octo".r 10th of .uch ca'.nd., 
yur. Th •• mploy •• Ii., .h .. 11 include ,h •• ",p'oy.e·s ".m •• Polic. Commission "um&or.'olic. 
Commission, Badge n"mber. Sta'e Iden,ific.tion nu",be, .nd o,her S',,'.requi,ed certific.tion, 
(i .•.• Firearms. B;,o". Chemic.1 age"ts •• tc. ). . 

14. When, Sp.cia' Offic.r h., .e",er.d employm.nt with.ny pri.at. p.trO'. or h .. cus.d to per­
form thll duties which r.quir. the issu,,,c. of a Sp.ci.1 Officer'. id."tific~tion cud,.nd .,.d, ... 
tho Speci.1 Offic.r'. omploy.r.or if ,."-employ.d. the Sp .• ci., Offic.r., ,h .. lI. withi" te" (10J 
da,.. of' t.rmin .. tion.,.turn the Spec;'1 ·Offic .... idllntific.tio" cud and b,dge to the Polic~ 
Commission. Th. ide''',ifi,c .. ,io" card,,,d b.dge rem.in the prop.rty of ,h. Lo. Angel.i porlCe 
Oopartm.n,.· . 
N0'.: The pri.at. p.trol co"'p.",. amployi", the Speci.1 Officer .h .. 11 .et II the ."tfu.rind 

.g.nt of the Board for the .o/e purpos.' of ob,.inin, .nd r.tur"in, ,lte t.rmin.tod e_ 
,ploye.', idcntific .. tion cud .. nd b .. dg.. . 

15. Upon 'equ.st; in .conn.ction with hi. duti •• , • Speci.1 Offic.r .hall id.n,ify hi",self ., • 
, Speci.1 Offic.r 'nd gi". hi. ".",e. It,dgll n,umb.r •• nd omplo"or·. "."'.,'At ftO ti",e 'sh,lI •• 

10 co"di.ct him.elf by word or m,,,,,er as to·l.ad others to b.lie .. e 'hat ho 11'01111 .... tho ,o_r 
to e,,'orcc Traffic Re,u/.atio"s at ii.ueT,affic Ci'ation ••• nd he .h.1I not interfer. with or 
.. nempt to influ.nce the I,wful bUSIness o,f .ny perso". , 

16. A Bo.rd Rule which is ruled to bll,in"Jlid by. CO\lrt ~f competcn, jurisdiction .h,U no' in .. ,'i­
';"'11 'he rem.in,ng Bo.rd lules. 

17. 'rite p"" .. t, 1'."0/ op.ra,or ,;,.1/ fer-ard CO~,<tI 0; ,II comp'.ill" ,egardin, ,hll ,cti",iti .. of 
,h" Pri ... ~, P..,ro/ ;:ermittllc ,lid. or,his '9C:~". These shall be in"CItigatllcl b~ "'limbe" ,of 
the LOI -'-ngcl.S Poiice OCCI.I"''''c,,', ,nd J" I,"bicc~ ~o re",;e ... by thc Bo.,d of p.,lice Commi ... 
liolle~s. 

18. E.ch holdc, of .. P,i ... re P.'ro' pcrmit Ih .. 11 Ie'eep potted ill , con,picuous 'oe"io" i" hi' loe., 
placc of bUliness .. copy of these ,,,Ies ",.I • copy of tho rules ,n." 1 .... , ,.,,,,.,ing Pri"a'. 
P"',ol Offic." 'nd .h.II kcep copies thc,eof ~lSo , ... il.blo '0' ,i",i ... .at ,ho "'.Ii" pl,c. of 
busi"ess of .:'id opera,or. . 

19. Viola,ioll 0' .ny of ,hes.rul ••• 0' the .. ioldion of .ny S'a'. ,ndlo, loe.1 l.aw in con"ection' 
.. i,h ,h. op.",ion of • Pri,,"e P ,'rol. m.y lie C'UI. for .u,ponsio" ,ndlo, , ... oe"io" .f the 
pe,Mi, held by tho Pri ... ,;. P .. lro' open'or or th.ir employ .... 

Adopted'by 'he, Bo.rd of Police Commissio;'ctl .at. regular meeti", of Oec~,"b., 11. 1975. 
A",onded April 19. 1980; 
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Business Improvement Districts (B.I.D.s) are an lntpoffaiilpiiblic·~p·nvate partnership being used throughout Los 

Angeles as an economic development tool to enhance business districts. B.I.D.s are established by an action of the City 
Council in order to assist businesses, or the property owners, to initiate improvements and activities that benefit the 
businesses, their employees, their customers and the community in the immediate area. Their efforts may include 
newsletters, street banners, maintenance services and private patrol services. Frequently, the B.I.D.s adopt color themes 
to provide a unique identity for their area. 

As with any innovative effort, problems can arise when beginning implementing a program. For example, the 
Downtown Center Business Improvement District (B.I.D.) has established a private patrol service and provided it with 
uniforms in the B.I.D.s theme colors. Recently, the Police Commission, which regulates private patrols, has put the 
Downtown Center B.I.D. and other B.I.D.s on notice for failure to comply with its rules and regulations regarding private 
patrol services. Specifically, the Commission's rules require that private patrol service uniforms be grey in color. The 
notification also indicates that the Downtown Center B.I.D. needs to pay the City's permit fees. 

State law also regulates private patrols and sets mandatory fees, including those for licenses, firearms, batons and 
insurance. Section 52.34 of the Los Angeles Municipal Code (L.A.M.C.), which regulates private security patrols and 
officers, is intended to set forth guidelines for the Police Commission in its oversight of these State-regulated entities. 
The ordinance requires a City private patrol service permit and levies a "per officer" fee based on the City's cost incurred 
to exercise such oversight. The ordinance also authorizes the Police Commission to specify the type of uniform, 
equipment (including vehicles), badges and insignia that are used by any private patrol service or its agents and 
employees. The Commission's rules allow for waivers of its regulations. 

The Downtown Center B.I.D. states that the City's fees and requirements, in combination with those of the 
State's, are prohibitive given the B.I.D. 's limited financial resources. They also indicate that the regulation of uniform 
color conflicts with their operational philosophies. The Commission has notified this B.I.D. that it will commence 
enforcement of the citation effective April 1, 1999. 

As more B.I.D.s are established, similar problems may arise between their initiatives and the specific details of 
the City's public safety rules and regulations. Those rules should be reviewed to see what modifications might be made 
to assist the B.I.D.s in the achievement of their goals, while still allowing the City to provide the necessary required 
public safety oversight. An initial effort in assisting B.I.D.s was a previous Council motion (Alatorre-Bernson, C.F. 97-
2341) that proposed that B.I.D.s be exempted from police permit fees for supplemental security services provided by the 
B.I.D. This motion is in the committee process pending a report from the City Administrative Officer. ' 

I THEREFORE MOVE that the City Council request the Police Commission, with the assistance of the City 
Attorney, to report within 15 days regarding their requirements and enforcement activities under L.A.M.C. Section 52.34 
- Private Patrol Service - Regulations, and how the rules can be modified to better coincide with the Mayor and Council's 
goals and objectives in creating B.I.D.s citywide, while still maintaining guidelines that protect the public's and officer's 
safety. 

I FURTHER MOVE that the City Council request the Police Commission to cease their enforcement against the 
City's Downtown Center B.I.D. and its private patrol service, and any other B.I.D.s, until this matter has been reviewed 
by the City Council. 

/1 UuRTHER MOVE that the City Administrativ-e Office report back within 15 days on the previous Council 
mJct1r((Alatorre-Bernson, C.F. 97-2341) relative to the exemption ofB.I.D.s from police permit fees for supplemental 

security services provided by the B.I.D.s. _ \..0 /i}~ " 
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Honorable Members: 

Transmitted herewith, approved as to form and legality, and pursuant to the request of the 
Chair ofthe Public Safety Committee, is a draft ordinance amending Los Angeles Municipal 
Code Section 52.34 by making deletions and additions to eliminate duplication and/or conflict 
with the California Business and Professions Code. 

This draft ordinance is presently scheduled to be considered by the Board of Police 
Commissioners on April 4, 2000. However, it is my understanding that representatives of the 
private patrol industry are requesting the matter be continued so that discussions regarding 
further changes may occur. I will be at an Emergency Operations seminar in preparation for the 
Democratic National Convention during the week of April 10-14, 2000. Therefore, the next 
Police Commission meeting at which I could present the draft ordinance would be April 18, 
2000. 
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The Honorable City Council 
City of Los Angeles 

. Page 2 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at 213 485-5414, 

Very truly yours, 

JAMES K., HAHN, City Attorney . 
CECIL W, MARR, Senior Assistant City Attorney 

. DEBRA L. GONZALES, Deputy pty Attorney : 

Deputy City Attorney 



ORDINANCE NO. __ _ 

An ordinance amending Section 52.34 ofthe Los Angeles Municipal Code related to 
regulation of private security services. 

Sec. 52.34 

(a) Definitions.;. 

PRIVATE PATROL SERVICE - REGULATIONS 
(Amended by Ord. No. , Eff. .) 

For the purpose of this article, certain tenns used herein are defined as follows: 

(1) Private Patrol Service. The tenn "private patrol service" shall mean any 
person or association of persons, or partnership, or corporation which furnishes or 
purports to furnish to members, subscribers, or customers any unifOlDled or special street 
patrol officer for the purpose of affording additional security and protection of person 
and property or to perfonn any other service directly related to the "private protection of 
life and property". 

(2) Special Officer. Street Patrol Officer. The tenn "special officer" "street patrol 
officer" shall mean any person who perfonns for a private patrol service the duties of 
a unifonned guard, unifonned watchman or unifonned patrolman patrol officer or any 
of the duties described in subdivision (a)(J) whose primary functjon js patrolling from 
one location to another by Cjty streets by street patrol service utilizingfoot patrol, motor 
patrol, or other means of transportation in public areas, City streets, or public 
thoroughfares. This definition shall not apply to unifonned watchman watchmen, 
unifonned guards or uniformed caretakers employed by an entity other than a private 
patrol service, such as by industrial plants, department stores, community associations, 
or private clubs wherein said function does not require patrolling from one location to 
another by use of a City street, nor shall it apply to persons employed by such an entity 
solely in connection with the commercial, public, or professional business of such an . 
entity; 

(b) Private Patrol Services Permit. 

(1) Requirement. Permit. It shall be unlawful to engage in the business of maintaining 
or operating any private patrol service in the City of Los Angeles without first obtaining a 
pennit license as required by the State of California and a pennit from the City. 



(2) Applications Requirements for Permits. The following requirements must be met 
to obtain a permit to operate, maintain and conduct a private patrol service in the City. 

A. Eee. Registration. An application for a pennit to operate, maintain and conduct 
a private patrol service business in the City A registration form shall be filed together 
with an application fee with the Permit Section of the City Clerk's Office on forms 
supplied by the City. In addition thereto, a separate application signed and verified by 
the applicant shal1 also be filed with the police Commission, and said application The 
registration form shall be signed and verified by the registrant and shall state the name, 
address and organization of the private security service, its method" of operation, the 
territory or location it proposes to serve, the names, addresses and physical description 
of its officers, members, associates and employees. ,and such other identification and 
infonnation including, but not limited to, fingerprints and recent photographs of the 
applicant, its officers, members, associates, and employees as may be deemed necessary 
by Board of police Commissioners. 

B.a Surety Bond. The application for a pennit for a private patrol service as 
required by this Article must be accompanied by a surety bond underwritten by a 
corporate surety admitted to do business in California, in a fonn approved by the City 
Attorney, in the sum of$15,OOO blanket coverage for each andall employees, officers, 
members or associates of the private patrol service. The bond shall be conditioned upon 
the faithful and honest conduct of the business ofprivate patrol service by the pennittee 
and also conditioned upon faithful compliance with this Code, each and al1 of the 
ordinances of the City and the laws of the State of California in force, or which may 
thereafter be adopted, relating to the business ofprivate patrol service. The pennittee and 
sureties named in the bond, and their successors and assigns, sbal1 bejointly and several1y 
liable to the City and to any person, finn or corporation for damages suffered by reason 
ofthe wrongful acts of the pennittee, its officers, associates, members, or employees in 
breach oftne conditions of the bond. The bond shall not be void upon anyone or more 
recoveries thereunder, but may be sued and recovered upon from time to time by any 
person, finn or corporation aggrieved or damaged, to the extent thereof The bond shal1 
be reviewed to its original amOunt on each annual anniversary thereof Notice of any 
proposed canceJ1ation of the bond shal1 be sent by registered mail to the Insurance and 
Bonds section of the Office of the City Attorney and to the Board of police 
Commissioners not less than 30 days in advance of the cancellation date. 

C B. State License Bond. Before a pennit for a private patrol service is issued, 
the applicant sbal1 furnish the Board of Police Commissioners with The registration form 
for a permit shall be accompanied by a photostatic or certified copy of..hi.s the private 
patrol service's State of California License and Bond evidencing that he has complied 
compliance with State laws relating to the business of private patrols. 

D. Insurance. A private patrol service shall furnish evidence of the following 
insurance with the Board of Police Commissioners upon request: workers' compensation, 
general liability insurance, automobile insurance and false arrest insurance in the amounts 
to be detennined by the Board. required by State law. 



(c) Special Street Patrol Officers. 

(1) Registration. Each special officer must be currently registered with the Bureau of 
Collection and Investigation Services of the State of California as required by Section 
7514(0 of the Business and professions Code of the State of California. The private patrol 
service will be responsjble for each special officer to be registered and to carry proof thereof 
at all times while 00 duty. If at any time a special officer while on duty for such a private 
patrol service cannot produce a temporary or permanent State registration when requested 
by a City police officer, the private patrol service may be subject to suspension or revocation 
of its Police pennit privilege to operate within the City. . 

(1) Permit. It shall be unlawful for any person to perform the duties of a street patrol 
officer in the City of Los Angeles without first obtaining a Guard Registration card as 
required by the State of California and a permit from the City. 

(2) Permit. (Amended in Entirety, Ord No. 158,407, Efr. 11/20/83.) 
A. Any employee, or any officer or member or associate of a private patrol servjce who 

performs the service ofa Guard, Watchman, Patrolman or other private patrol function whose 
duties involve patrolling from one location to another by City streets must possess a valid 
Special Officer's permit at all times as issued by the Police Commission. 

(2) Requirements for Permit. The following requirements must be met to obtain a permit 
to perform the duties of a street patrol officer in the City. 

A. Registration. A registration form shall be filed with the Permit Section of the City 
Clerk's Office on forms supplied by the City. The registration form shall be signed and 
verified by the registrant and shall state his name, address and the name and address of the 
private patrol service by whom he is employed. . 

B. State Registration Card. The registration form for a street patrol officer permit must 
be accompanied by a photostatic or certified copy of his State of California Guard 
Registration card eVidencing compliance with the State laws relating to the occupation of 
a street patrol officer. 

B. In addition to or in lieu ofa Board-issued temporary permit authorized by Section 
103 06(b), a temporary permit not to exceed 45 days may be issued to an applicant by the 
Secretary of the Board provided the following condition are met: 

a. An application for permit is on file at the main office of the City Clerk and aU 
permit fees have been paid; and 

b. A preliminary investigation by Commission staff does not reveal inforrDatioo 
which would normally constitute grounds for denial; and 

c The applicant possesses a valid permanent or temporary California State Guard 
Registration Card, and State Firearms Permit, if the applicant intends to carry a firearm; and 

d. The applicant possess a valid California Driver's License. 
The Secretai:}' of the Board may suspend such temporary permit at any time if the Secretary 



has reason to believe that any of the above conditions have not been met. The Secretary shall 
notify the applicant in writing ofthe reasons for any such suspension, and the application for 
a permanent pennit shaH continue to be processed according to provisions of this code and 
any applicable rules and regulations of the Board. 

O)./d) Uniform, Equipment, Badges, Insignia . 

.Aa (1) General. ..No Any badge, insignia, patch or uniform shall be used or worn by any 
employee, officer, member or associate of a private patrol service, while on duty for said 
patrol· service, shall be in compliance with State law. Any such badge, insignia, patch or 
uniform shall not be which is of such a design as to be mistaken for an official badge, 
insignia or uniform worn by a law enforcement officer of the City of Los Angeles or any 
other law enforcement agency with jurisdiction in the city. any city. county, or state agency 
within its jurisdiction. The applicant or permittee shaH submit to the Board of Police 
Commissioners a sample oftbe insignia intended to be used in the conduct of the private 
patrol service involved The Board of police Commissioners shan approve the color of the 
proposed unifoOD and shall issue upon payment therefore a fOOD ofbadge, which shan not 
contain the word "police". While engaged in the perfoODance of duties, a special officer 
shan wear and display the badge issued pursuant to this section and insignia on the outside 
ofhis or her unifoOD in a clearly visible manner. Badges·issued pursuant to this section shaH 
not be altered, modified or defaced or be used, worn, or displayed in such condition. Any 
badge issued hereunder which is in need ofrepair or replacement or othenvise not authorized, 
for use shan be immediately returned and delivered to the Board of Police Commissioners 
or its representative It shan be unlawful for anyone other than a pennittee hereunder to use, 
wear or display a badge issued pursuant to this section. No insignia shall be worn if the 
sample thereof submitted to the Board of Police commissioners has been detennined by the 
Board to be in violation of this section. 

(2) Uniforms. The Private Patrol Service shall submit to the Board of Police 
Commissioners a sample or color photograph of the proposed uniform for approval by the 
Board to ensure that it does not resemble a uniform of any law enforcement agency with 
jurisdiction in the City. No uniform shall be worn if the sample thereof submitted to the 
Board has been determined to be in violation of subsection (d)(1). 

B. The Board of Police Commissioners shall specify the po]jce type equipment, 
including weapons and ammunition, which a special officer may carry wbile on duty, and 
it shall be unlawful for a special officer to carry, wear, or to use any such equipment, 
including weapons and ammunition, while on duty if such is of a type not previously 
approved by the Board of Police Commissioners for said officer. 

The use of any fireann and ammunition, by a special officer, shaH be ofa brand name, 
model and caliber as approved by the Board of police Commissioners or its agent. 

No special officer shall carry any fireanns in the perfoODance ofhis or her duties unless 
he or she has completed the course of training specified in Section 7514 1 ofthe Business 
and Professions Code oftbe State ofCa]jfornia 



(3) Equipment, Weapons, Ammunition. The Board of Police Commissioners shall specify 
the police type equipment, including weapons and ammunition, which a street patrol officer 
may carry while on duty, and it shall be unlawful for a street patrol officer to carry, wear, 
or use any equipment, weapons or ammunition, while on duty if such is of a type not 
previously approved by the Board of Police Commissioners. Firearms and ammunition used 
by street patrol officers shall be of a brand name, model and caliber approved by the Board 
of Police of Police Commissioners. No street patrol officer shall carry any firearm in the 
performance of his duties unless he possesses a valid firearm qualification card issued by 
the State for said firearm . 

.(d) (e) Motor Vehicles. The Board of police Commissioners or its agent shall approve the type 
or character of identification markings or insignia required hereunder to be placed or any motor 
vehicle used in the operation of any private patrol service. Each vehicle used for the purpose of 
patrolling shall have the State Private Patrol Operator license number in three inch letters and 
numerals in the following places: on the lower outside portion of the driver's door; on the lower 
outside portion of the passenger's door on the right side of the vehicle; and on the outside rear 
section of the vehicle. The letters and numerals shall be clearly visible and readable from a distance 
of fifty feet and shall be permanently afflXed to the vehicle. A private patrol operator service shall 
not use or permit to be used for purposes of patrolling, any vehicle which is not marked and 
identifiable with approved markings or insignia in accordance herewith. and with rules and 
regulations adopted by the Board of police Commissioners. No vehicle used by a private patrol 
service shall be equipped with a red light, siren, or be painted in a manner similar to a police vehicle 
of the City of Los Angeles or other law enforcement agency with jurisdiction in the City. The 
private patrol service shall submit to the Board of Police Commissioners a color photograph of the 
proposed vehicles showing compliance with this subsection . 

.(e) (f) Reports to Police. Every private patrol service operator and every special street patrol 
officer shall immediately make a report to the Police Department and to the Board of Police 
Commissioners of any felonies, high-grade misdemeanors or violation of the Los Angeles Municipal 
Code, or State or federal law which comes to his attention.. , with the exception of minor traffic 
offenses. The private patrol service shall also immediately report to the Police Department any 
weapon discharge or arrest made within the City, by any employee, officer member, or associate of 
the private patrol service. 

(g) Employees. The private patrol service will be responsible for each street patrol officer to be 
registered with the State and to carry proof thereof at all times while on duty. A Street Patrol 
Officer in connection with his duties, upon request by a law enforcement officer, shall identify 
himself as a Street Patrol Officer and shall give his name and employer's name. At no time shall 
a Street Patrol Officer conduct himself by word or manner as to lead others to believe that he 
possesses the power to enforce Traffic Regulations or to issue Traffic Citations, and he shall not 
interfere with or attempt to influence the lawful business of any person . 

.(f) (h) Authority to Make Rules and Regulations. The Board of Police Commissioners shall 
have the authority to make rules and regulations not inconsistent with State law or this chapter 
concerning private patrol services and special private patrol officers. 



(g) (i) Permits; Nontransferable. Permits issued under this article are not transferable. 'This 
section shall not be construed to prohibit the·owner of a private patrol service from selling, assigning 
or transferring such service, however any new owner, transferee, or assignee shall be required to 
qualify under this article before commencing operations or carrying on business as a private patrol' 
servIce .. 

(j) SuspensionlRevpcation. Violation, of any provision of this ordinance, any 0f,the rules 
promulgated by the Board o/Police Commissioners, or of any State or local law in connection with 
ihe operation of a Private Patrol Service, ,may be cause for suspension and/or revocation of the 
permit held by the Private Patrol Serv,ice. ' 

, 

(h) (k)Licenses and tees Permits Not Exclusive. Fees and Permits required by this article shall 
be in addition,to any license. or permit or..fee required imder any other chapter ofthls code. 

#1'10030 



RULES AND REGULATIONS GOVERNING 
PRIVATE PATROL SERVICES 

(IN ADDITION TO STATE LAWS AND CITY ORDINANCES) 

1. Address/Telephone: Each Private· Patrol Service pennittee shall have and maintain a 
business address and/or emergency telephone number where a company representative is 
immediately available to members of the Los Angeles Police Department on a 24-hour per 
day basis. 

2. Advertisements: No advertisement of any kind shall in any way imply that the Private 
Patrol Service is a part of the Los Angeles Police Department or any other law enforcement 
agency, or under contract or in any other way connected therewith. 

3. Uniforms: All members of a Private Patrol Service shall be in full uniform at all times 
when performing any duty or service incidental to the operation of the Private Patrol 
Service unless prior notification is given to the Los Angeles Police Department Area Watch 
Commander. 

4. Employee Addresses: Employee address changes shall be maintained by the permittee 
and shall be subject to inspection by the Board or its agent. 

5. Inspections: Each holder of a Private Patrol Service permit shall hold inspections at least 
monthly of all uniforms, required identification cards, badges, equipment, ammunition, and 
weapons. Records of inspections shall be maintained for a period of one year and shall be 
made available to the Commission or their agent upon request. 

6. Employee Lists: All Private Patrol Services shall prepare and deliver an employee list to the 
Board twice a year. The employee list shall be received by the Board no later than January 
10th and July 10th of each calendar year. The employee list shall include the employee's 
name, State Guard Registration card number and any other State required certifications (i.e., 
firearms, baton, chemical agents, etc.) 

7. Complaints: The Private Patrol Service shall forward copies of all complaints regarding 
the activities of itself or his agents. These complaints shall be investigated by members of 
the Los Angeles Police Department and shall be subject to review by the Board of Police 
Commissioners. 

8. Rules: Each holder of a Private Patrol Service permit shall keep a copy of these rules and a 
copy of the City ordinance regulating Private Patrol Services and Street Patrol Officers at the 
main place of business of said service and shall make the copies available for review upon 
request. 

9. Severability: A Board rule which is ruled to be invalid by a Court of competent 
jurisdiction shall not invalidate the remaining Board Rules. 

Adopted by the Board of Police Commissioners at a regular meeting of December 11, 
1975. Amended (date) , 2000. 
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99-0355 

00-0159 

00-0187 

99-2381 
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(3) 

continued from meeting of 11-15-99 
City Attorney reports relative to draft ordinance 
amending the Los Angeles Municipal Code section 52.34 for 
private patrol services and officers operating in 
Business Improvement Districts and permit fees, pursuant 
to Motion (Chick - Alatorre - Hernandez). (Approved by the 
Police Commission on 2-22-00) 

Fiscal Impact ~atement Submitted: No 

DISPOSITION Co""'! ~~ ]b 0A-z..f" 
(4) 

ity Administrative Officer report and communication from 
e Mayor relative to FY 1999/00 Juvenile Justice 

D inquency Prevention Program, Planning and Administra­
tio Program Reapplication· for continuation funding. 
(Als referred to the Personnel and· Budget and Finance 
Comnli ees) 

statement Submitted: Yes, by CAO 

(5) 

City Administra 've Officer to report relative to the 
Police Departmen accepting a SMART Model I Trailer 
donated by Police nd community Together for use by the 
west Los Angeles Co unity Police station. 

Fiscal Impact 

DISPOSITION ____________ ~-----------------------------

(6) 

Police Department report reI tive to efforts to address 
the traffic problems at the "w st" intersections in the 
City, pursuant to Motion (Ch~ k - Miscikowski). (Also 
referred to the Transportation mmittee) 

Fiscal Impact Statement Submitted: 

DISPOSITION 
--------------------------~~----------------

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 
*** special Keetinq *** 

Monday - February 28,2000 
2 



CITY , LOS ANGELES SPEAKER flO 

Council File No., Agenda Item, or Case No. 

I wish to speak before the 'P", blic ~~ 6?m()\,'-\:k...G 
Name of City Agency, partment, Committee or Council 

Do you wish to provide general public comment, or to speak for or against a proposal on the agenda? ( ) For proposal 
,....-.---:. ( ) Against proposal 

Name: ( V"General comments 

Address: _1...L..-4---,,-L{~S=7-._Stw....= __ 1=GLo.o.....-;~-=!S\ ........... ------;:~LD==--=so....-J~~~~!=-.(' s_~CA:--.:---_---=r:--=OO--"---1ttfr---_ 
Street City U ~ • State ZiP.. 

Business phone: (Zl'?» 2.2 -g-N8~ Representing: _C_t!cknJ~""""""'!:!!!!:L--",U~~"-+-_-6-=~""'s-!"-I-........ As~50-=..:y-.......d1~DIE.IlA~_ 
CHECK HERE IF YOU ARE A PAID SPEAKER AND PROVIDE CLIENT INFORMATION BELOW: D 
Client Name: ____________________________ Phone #: ____ _ 

Client Address: _---::::--:--___________ -=:-:-_________ ::-:-____ -=-_____ _ 
Street City State Zip 

Please see reverse of card for important information and submit this entire card to the presiding officer or chairperson. 



CITY ": LOS ANGELES SPEAKER.RD 
~------------------------~ 

Council File No., Agenda Item, or Case No. I Date 

;L-1..'8- ~ 

IW~h~speakb~orefue~~~~~~~~L~/~\_c~_~_~~~~~.~J.~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
NJme of City Agency, Depa~, Committee or Council 

Do you wish to provide general public co ment, or to speak for or against a proposal on the agenda? ( ) For proposal 
. ~ Against proposal 

Name: l/I. ( ) General comments 

BU~M~orO~~~dOO~lidOO:~t~~~_C __ ~~~~~ ___ ~ ______________________________________________ _ 

Address: ~S-!...-LA~L.==-----"£=.lf1z.--~tM:_R_{ ~v1~-=(,.---I4-____ ~C~ff--,-----,--1 tJ-4'-:::--....:...-f-=3'---_ 
Street City State J Zip 

Business phone: a.l3 - (J ~ - '2. 11? Representing: -,11=--_, ,,-5-,J_I_&;r~I--=C=--G-,(}--,r-'<-~~_/J_(-=p-----,-~~~~~~_ 
CHECK HERE IF YOU ARE A PAID SPEAKER AND PROVIDE CLIENT INFORMATION BELOW: D 
Client Name: _________________________________________________________ Phone #: _________ _ 

Client Address: __ --::-:---:--_____________________ --=:::--_______________ ----;=:--;-______ --= ________ _ 
Street City State Zip 

Please see reverse of card for important information and submit this entire card to the presiding officer or chairperson. 



CI,..F LOS ANGELES SPEAKE4ARD 

Council File No., Agenda Item, or Case No. 

I Zrc~] 

I wish to speak before the ~1Jt. Ie.- 5Ar. t;,.)?1h1I"1'~'1:! 
Name of City Ag ncy, Department, Committee or Council 

Do you wish to provide general public comment, or to speak for or against a proposal on the agenda? ( ) For proposal 
~ ~ txr Against proposal 

Name: -U/)~ A. V~&'ll/l;7 I' € f t:< ( ) General comments 

/ 
,evn.-- / ;C ""'-
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Client Name: ________________________ ------- Phone #: ____ _ 
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--<' ~Ag~pOSA~ 

Name: . ....)0 Ii N M 17 tV tV c:J?<i Gemfral ~;rt:1m~ 

Business or Organization Affiliation: PIN Kf:R...-ro N ~ CAL ,ru!</l/IA CG'N7Mc.. '7 '!::.GCU;tlr 7"1 Ct{4~.o 

Address: 4--310 PAteK 'TE.e~IIc.~ fJ)Rlvri« tJif,\"7Ll#.kG:. I//J...LIJCC ( ~A 9/...:?61 
tIf\.~(J~ , 

Street City State Zip 

Business phone: U/g) 7oG ..... bfl~1 Representing: P/NKGfi<.'7o~ tJ--.../. Cc. ~ a-.A 

CHECK HERE IF YOU ARE A PAID SPEAKER AND PROVIDE CLIENT INFORMATION BELOW: ~ 
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Client Address: ~ ~ 

Street City State Zip 

Please see reverse of card for important information and submit this entire card to the presiding officer or chair:person. 
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AMENDMENT TO LOS ANGELES MUNICIPAL CODE § 52.34 - PRIVATE PATROL 
SERVICE 

At a regular meeting of the Board of Police Commissioners held February 22,2000, this Board 
considered and approved the amendment to Los Angeles Municipal Code §52.34 regarding Private 
Patrol Service Regulations. 

The Board requested that subject to your approval, the City Council be petitioned to approve this 
matter. 

Very truly yours, 
BOARD OF POLICE COMMISSIONERS 
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SEC. 52.34. PRIVATE PATROL SERVICE - REGULA'l'lONS 
(Amended by Ord. No. • Eft ) 

(a) Defmitions. 
for the purpose of this artiCle, certain terms used herein are defined as follows: 

(1) Private Patrol Seniee. The term "private pa.tto) service" shall mean any person 
or association of persons. or partnership~ or corporation which furnishes or purports to 
furnish to members. subscribers, or customers any uniformed or street patrol officer for 
the purpose of affording additional security and protection of person and property or to 
perform any other serVice directly related to the "private protedion of life and 
property·', 

(.2) Street Patrol omcer. The term. "street patrol officer" shall mean any pen;on who 
performs for a private patrol service the duties of a unifonned guard,. uniformed 
watchmm or unifonned patrol offieer whose primary function is patrolling from one 
location to another by City streets. This definition shall not apply to unifonned 

. watchmen, unifonned guards or uniformed caretakers employed by an entity other than 
a private patrol operator, such as by industrial plants, department stores, commurtity 
associatioDS, or private clubs wh~ said function does not require patrolling from one 
location to another by USe of a City street, nor shall it apply to persons emplQyed by such 
an entity solely in connection with the commercial, pUblic, or professional business of 
such an entity. 

(b) Private patrol Services. 

(1) Permit. It shall be unlawful to engage in the business of maintaining or operating 
any private patrol service in the City of Los ~geles without first obtaining a license as 
required by the State of Califonua and a permit from the City. 

(2) Applications for Permit. 

A. Application. An application for a pennit to operate. maintain and conduct a 
private patrol ~eMce j,n the City shall be filed with the Permit Section of the City 
Clerk's Office on fonns supplied by the City. The application shall be signed and 
verified by the applicant and shall state the name, address 'and organization of the 
pnv!ite patrol sel'Vice, its method of operation, the territory or location it proposes 
to serve, the names, addresses and physical description of its officers. members, 
associates and employees, and such other identification and information including, 
but not limited to, fingerprints and recent photographs o.fthe applicant, its officers, 
members, associates, and employees as may be deemed necessary by Board of 
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Police Commissioners. 

B. SQl'ety :Sol)d. The application fot a permit for a private patrol service as 
required by thi.s ArticlE: must be accompanied by a surety bond underwritten by a 
corporate surety admitted to do business in California, in a form approved by the 
City Attorney, in the sum of $15,000 blauket coverage for each and all employees, 
officers, members or associates of the private patrol service. The bond shall be 
conditioned upon the faithful and honest conduct of the business of private patrol 
service by the penniuee and a.lso conditioned upon faithful compliance with this 
Code. each and all of the ordinances of the City and the laws of the State of 
California in force, or which may thereafter be adopted, relating to the ~ 
of a private patrol service. The permittee and sureties named in the bond, and their 
successors and assigns, shall be jointly and severally liable to the City and to any 
person, finn or corporation for damages suffered by reason of the wrongful acts of 
the permittee, its officers, associates j members, or employees in breach of the 
conditions of the bond. The bond shall not be void upon anyone or more 
IeCove:rlt;lS thereUXlde:r; but may be sued and recovered upon from time to time by 
any person, finn or corporation aggrieved or damaged, to the extent thereof. 
The bond shall be renewed to its original amount on each annual anniversary 
thereQf. Notice of any proposed cancellation of the bQnd shall be r;ent by J:egist~ 
mail to the Insurance and Bonds section of the Office of the City Attorney and to 
the Board of Police Commissioners not less than 30 days in advance of the 
cancellation date. 

c. State Lleense Bond. Before a permit for a private patrol service is issued, the 
applicant shall fumish the Board of Police Commissioners with a photostatic· or 
certified copy ofhis State of California LicenBe and Bond evidencing that he has 
complied with State laws relating to the business of private patrols. 

D. Insurance. A private patrol service shall furnish evidence of the following 
insur.m.ce with the .Bo3{d oC Police Commission~ ~pon request: workers' 
compensation. general1iability insurance, automobile insurance and false atTest 
insurance in amounts to be detonnined by the Board. 

(c) Street Patrol Officers. 

. (1) Registration. Each street patrol officer must be currently registered with the 
Bureau of Security and Investigative Services of the State ofCalifomia as required by 
Section 7582 of the Business and Professions Code of the State of California. The 
private patrol service will be responsible for each street patrol officer to be licensed by 
the State and to carry proof thereof at all times while on duty. If at any time a street 
patrol officer while on duty for such a private patrol service cannot produce a 
temporary or permanent State license when requested by a City police officer, the private 
patrol service may be .subject to suspension or revocation of its Police COnmllssion 
permit privilege to operate within the City. 
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(2) Permit. 
A. Any employee, or any officer or member or associate of a private patrol 

service who perfonns the service of a uniformed guard, unifonned watchman, 
unjfonned patrol officer or other private patrol function whose duties involve 
patrolling from one location to another by City streets must pottsess at all times a 
valid Street P~t;J:ol Officer's permit issued by the Board oCPolice Commissioners. 

B. In addition to or in lieu of a Board-issued temporaxy pennit authorized by 
Section l03.06(b), a temporary permit not to exceed 45 days may be issued to an 
applicant by the Secretmy of the :aoaxrl provided the following conditions are met: 

a. An application for permit is on file at the main office of the City Clerk; 
md . 

h. A preliminary investigation by Commission staff does not reveal 
infonnation which would nonnally constitute grounds for denial; and 
c. The applicant possesses a valid permanent or temporary CalUbrn,ia State 

Guard Registration Card, and State Fi.rearms Permit. if the applicant intends to 
cany a firearm; and . 
d. The applicant possess a valid California Driver's License. 

The Secretary of the Board may suspend such temporary permit at any time if the 
Secretary has 1'~0J:1 to believe that any of the above conditions have not been met. 
The Secretary shall notify the applicant in writing of the reasons for any such 
suspension, and the application for Ii permanent permit shall continue to be 
processed according to provisio~ of this code and any applicable rules and 
regulations of the Board. 

(d) Uniform, Equipment, Badges, IDsigDia. 

(1) General. Any badge, insignia, patch or uniform used or worn by any employee, 
officer, member or associate of a private patrol service, while oil duty for said patrol 
service. shall be in compliance with State law. Any such badge. insignia, patch or 
unifQ:r:ID shall not be of such a design as to be mistaken fOJ m official badge, insignia, 
patch or uniform wom by a law enforcement officer of the City of Los Angeles or any 
other law enforcement agency with jurisdiction in the City. 

(2) Uniforms. The applicant or permittee shall submit to the Board of Police 
Commissiorters a sample of the proposed uniform for approval by the Board. No 
unifonn shall be worn if the sample thereof submitted to the Board of Police 
Commissioners has been determined by the :8Qaxd to be in vjolation of this section. 
(3) Equipment, Weapons, AmmuDldoll. The Board of Police Commissioners shall 

specifY the police type equipment, including weapons and ammunition, which a street 
patrol officer may carry whil~ on duty, and it shall be unlawfh.l for ~ Street patrol officer 
to carry, wear1 or use any such equipment. weapons or ammunition. while Oil duty if such 
is of a type hot previously approved by the Board of Police Commissioners. Firearms and 
ammunition used by street patrol officers shall be of a brand name. model and calJ."ber 
approved by the Board of Police Conunis&ioners or its agent. No street patrol officer 
shall carry any firearm in the performance ofhis or her duties unless he or she possesses 
a valid tireann qualification card i5S1Jed by the State. 
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(e) Motor Vebicles. The Board of Police Commissioners or its agent shall approve the type or 
character ofidentificatiQD m~k.ings or insignia required hereunder ~ be placed on any motor vehicle 
used in the operation of any private patrol service. A private patrol operator shall not use or permit 
to be 'used for purposes of patrolling, any vehicle which is not marked and identinable with 
approved !l),arking!!l OJ; insignia in accordance with rules and regulations adopted by the Board of . 

. . Police Commissioners. No' vehicle used by a private patrol service shall be equipped with a red. 
light, siren, or be painted in a manner similar to a police vehicle of the City of Los Angeles, or other 
J..8w enforcement agency with jurisdiction ~the,City. . , 

(f) Reports to Police. Every private patrol service and every street patrol offiCer shall immediately 
make a report to the Los Angeles Police :Department afany violation of the Los Angeles Municipal 
Code. or State, or federal law which comes to his or her attention, with the exception oimmor traffic 
offenses. The private patrol service shall also immedjatelyteport to the Los Angelos .Police 
DepartMent any weapon discharge Q1 meat made within the City, by any employee, officermcmbei, -
or associate of the private patrol service. . 

(g) Autburity to Make Rules and ReplatioDI. The Board oiPolice CoIIJ.UJissionen: shall have 
. the authority to make rules and regulationstlot inconsistent with State law or this chapter concerning· 
private p~trol services and stredpatrol officers. . 

(h) Permits; Nontransferable.Pennits issued under this article are fiot transferable. This section 
~ha11 not be construed to prohibit the owner of a private patrol service from selling, assigning or 
tt8:ilsferring such service .. However, anY'new'owner, transferee. Or assignee. shall be required to 
qualitY under this article before commencing operations orcanying on business as a private patrol 
service. 

(i) LicenseS Not Exclusive. 'Perinits required by this article shall be in addition to any license or 
permit required under any other chapter of this code. . 
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The City Attorney has been,asked to prepare a report 
relating to the City's regulation of PrivatePatrbl Services 
through enforcement of Los Angeles Municipal Code: §~2,. 34. This 
-report supplements the previous reports made to this Committee on 
July 16, .1999 and Ma~ 20~ 1999. 

The City Attorney's Office and Police Commission staff 
met with representativ'es of the Bureau of Security and 
Investigative Services (BSIS) and received valuable information 
regarding the State's regulatory scheme. As a result of the 
meeting and further rese~rch, the following information and 
recommendations are presented: 

The State's po~ition is that the prohibition on the 
imposition of fees contained in Business and Professions Code 
§7582.5(c) applies to both fixed-post and street patrol security 
services. This position is not without merit since §7582.5(c) 

-us.es ,the language "private patrol operators and their employees" 
and a "street patrol person" is defined ,as a security guard or 
security officer employed by a private patrol operator. -
Additionally the legislative history of the Private Security 
Services Act (B&P §7580 et. seq.) indicates that one goal was to 
standardize fee~ charged for licensing security personnel and to 

AN EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY - AFFIRMATIVE AC:TION EMPLOYER 
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-avoid duplicative and costly licensing procedures. Therefore, 
it is recommended that the fee required in LAMC §52.34(b) be 
eliminated. 

Permits 

The fee prohibition in §7582.5(c) does not require the 
elimination of the permitting process altogether. Street patrol 
services and street patrol special officers may be required to: 
(1) register with the City, (2) provide full identifying 
information, (.3} restrict their services to areas designated by 
the City, and (4) comply with any other "reasonable additional 
requirements" the City determines to be necessary to meet local 
needs, so long as they are not inconsistent with the Act. 
Therefore, it is recommended that the requirements ·of a permit 
contained in LAMC §52.34(b) remain intact. 

Background 

The State representatives explained the improvements in 
the State regulatory scheme as a result of advances in 
technology. Currently all security guards undergo State 
Department of Justice criminal history background checks before 
being given a State license. Beginning on January 1, 2000, all 
state-licensed security guards will also be subjected to an FBI 
criminal history check. Additionally, the State has a program 
called RAPBACK which ensures that BSIS is immediately notified 
when a security guard is arrested. Nonetheless, the City may 
continue to conduct background investigations since B & P 
§7582.5(a) allows the City to refuse registration to "any person 
of bad moral character" if it wishes to bear the expense. 
However the City may wish to rely on the State licensing scheme 
if it determines that the cost of continuing its investigative 
procedure outweighs its benefits. 

Uniforms. EguiQment. Badges. Insignia. Vehicles 

The City may continue to regulate these areas through 
the ordinance and Police Commission rules so long as they are not 
inconsistent with the Act. 
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Conclusion 

.. The Ci ty ... ,Attorney', s Of·fice remains prepared to .assist 
the Public' S·a·tetY ·'Commi.t tee' in: ·amending LAMC §52. 34 as desired by 
the committee. 

DLG:jew 

#97053 . 

Respectfully submitted, 

JAMES K. HAHN, City Attorney 
CECIL W~ MARR, Senior Assistant 

City Attorney 
DEBRA L. GONZALES, Deputy 

City Attorney 

By 
DEBRA L. GONZALES 

Deputy City Attorney 
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JUlI6 1999 
REPORTRE: 
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PRI.V ATE PATROL SERVICES AND OFFICERS 

The Honorable City Council 
Public Safety Committee 
Room 415, City Hall East 

Honorable Members: 

'/ 

RECEIVED 

JUL 1 6 1999 
J. MICHAEL CAREY 

The City Attorney's Office has been asked to prepare a report relating to issues 
regarding the City's regUlation of Private Patrol Services through ellforcement of Los Angeles 
Municipal Code § 52.34. Specificillly the Committee has requested that the City Attorney: 

1. Address issues of overlap and areas of conflict between the City's Private Patrol 
Ordinance, the Police Commission Rules and State law. 

2. Discuss why some if any duplicative areas should be retained. 

3. Prepare recommendations and a draft ordinance for all necessary additions to or 
deletions from the LAMe,including the deletion of the Police Commission fee. 

Attached is a table which sets forth the comparison of the State laws governing 
private patrol services (Business arid Professions Code §. 7580~88) with the provisions of the 
City's Ordinance (LAMC § 52.34) and the Police Commissions Rules and Regulations. The key 
provisions in the State law which relate to local regulation of private patrol services are contained 
inB&P §§ 7582.5(a) and (c). Unfortunately, the intent of these sections is anything but clear. 
In our previous report to the committee, it was' our. opinion that § 7582.5(c) only applied to 
"fixect.,post" private patrol operators and that it did not prohibit the charging of fees to "street 
patrol services or street patrol special officers." However, on July 13, 1999, this office received 
a copy of aletter from the Bureau of Security and· Investigative Services which states the Bureau's 
opinion that no fee may be charged to any private patrol operator regulated by the State, 
Although. the State agency acknowledged the ability of municipalities to "impose reasonable 
additional requirements" as authorized by § 7582.5(a), it is unclear how such regulations may be 
imposed absent a permitting process.- Due to this confusion regarding the manner and extent of 
municipal regulation which will not conflict with the State statutory scheme, specific 
'recommendations and a draft ordinance have not been prepared. 
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. Conclusion 

_ It is requested _that the CitY Attorney's Office and Police Commission staff be given 
. -additional time -to -meet with representatives -of the State in order to clarify the issues raised by the 

Bureau of Security and Investigative Services letter. After clarification is obtained, the City 
Attorney's Office will prepare specific reconimendations and a draft ordinance to amendLAMC 
§ 52.34 and the Police Commission Rules and Regulations governing private patrol services and­
private patrol officers. 

Respectfully suhmjtted, 

JAMES K.HAHN, City Attorney 
-CECIL MARR, Senior Assistant City Attorney 
DEBRA L. GONZALES, Deputy City Attorney 

Deputy City Attorney 



BUSINESS & PROFESSIONS CODE 

7582: Prohibits person from engaging in 
private security services business unless 
licensed. . 

7582.1(a): A private patrol operator, or 
operator of a private patrol service, ... is a 
person ... who, for any consideration 
whatsoever: Agrees to furnish, or furnishes, 
a watchman, guard, patrolperson, or other 
person to protect persons or property or to 
prevent the theft, unlawful taking, ." .. or 
performs the service. of a watchman, guard, 
patrol person, or other person1 for any of 
these purposes ... 

7582.1(e): A security guard or security 
officer ... is an employee of a private 
patrol" operator, ... who performs the .. 
functions as described in subdivision (a) on 
or about the premises owned or controlled 

, J 

by the customer of the pIj.vate patrol .. 
operator or by the guard's employer or in· 
the. company of persons" bbing pr~tected. 

LOS ANGELES MUNICIPAL CODE 

52:34(b)(1): Unlawful to engage in 
business of maintaining Qr operating 
private patrol service in the City without 
first obtaining a State permit and a City 
permit. 

5234(a)(1): Private patrol service is any 
. person ... which furnishes or purports to 
furnish to members, subscribers, or 
customers any uniformed or special officer 
for the purpose of affording additional· 
security and protection of person . and 
property or to perform any other service 
directly related to the private protection of 
life and property. 

POLICE COMMISSION RULES 



7582J(f): A street patrolperson . .. is a 
security guard or security officer employed 
bya private patrol operator who performs 
the functions described in subdivision (1) 
by street patrol service utilizing foot patrol, 
motor patrol,' or other means of . 
transportation in pubiic.areas, streets or . 
public thoroughfares in order to serve 
multiple customers. 

52.34(a)(2): A special officer is any 
person who performs fora private patrol 
serviethe duties of a unifoimed guard, 
UQ.iformed watchman, or uniformed 
patrolman whose primary function is 

. patrolling from one location to another by 
City streets. Does not apply to industrial 
plants, department stores, community 
associations, or private clubs .. 

. , 
, 

I 



7582.5(a): Allows local regulatio-ns upon 52.34(f): Police Commission shall have 1. Maintain business address and/or 
street patrol services or street patrol authority to make rules and regulations emergency telephone number where a 
special officers requiring registration with not inconsistent with this chapter company representative is immediately 
an agency including full information as to concerning private patrol services and available to LAPD on a 24 hour basis. 
the identification and employment and special officers. 2. No advertisement shall imply that 
subject to the right of the city to allocate the patrol service is part of LAPD or 
certain portions of the city within which the any other law enforcement agency. 
activities of any street patrol service or 3. Copy of any advertisement, notice 
person shall be confined. Any city may or card used shall be submitted to 
refuse registration to any person of bad Commission. 
moral character and may impose 12. Monthly inspections of uniforms, 
reasonable additional requirements identification cards, badges, 
necessary to meet local needs and are not equipment, ammunition and weapons. 
inconsistent with the provisions of this Records of inspections shall be 
chapter. maintained for one year and be 

available to Commission upon request. 
15. Special Officer shall identify 
himself as a S.O. and give his name, 
badge number, and employer's name 
upon request in connection with his 
duties. At no time shall he conduct 
himself by word or manner to lead 
others to believe that he possesses the 
power to enforce Traffic Regulations or 
issue Traffic Citations, and he shall not 
interfere with or attempt to influence 
the lawful business of any person. 
17. Operator shall forward copies of 
all complaints regarding the activities 
of permitee and his agents. These shall 
be investigated by LAPD and are 



-18. Operator shall post in a 
conspicuous location in his local place 
of business a copy of thes,e rules and 
laws and shall keep copies also 
available for review at the main place 
of business. 
,19. Violation of any of Board rules, 
State or local law in connection with 
the operation of a Private Patrol may 
be cause-for suspension/revocation of 
the permit held 'by the operator or its 
employees. 

7582.5(b): Allows local regulations up'on 
any employees of a private patrol operator 
who do not furnish evidence of State 
registration, 

.; ... 



7582.5(c): Allows local authorities to 
require private patrol operators and their 
employees to register their name and·file 
a copy of their state identification card 
with the city and prohibits any fee or 
application for this registration. 

52.34(b)(2)A: Application for permit to 
operate a private patrol service business in 
the City shall be filed together with an 
application fee with the Permit Section of 
the City Clerk's Office: [possible conflict 
·with 7582.5(c)] 

52.34(b)(2)C: Applicant shall furnish the· 
Police Commission with a photostatic or 
certified. copy of his State of California 
License and Bond evidencing compliance 
with State laws regulating private patrols. 

52.34(h): Fees and permits required by 
this article shall be in addition to any . 
license, permit or fee required under any 
other chapter of this code. [possible 
conflict with 7582.5(c)] 

103.12: Fees. The Clerk shall receive all . 
police permit fees. Applications for 
permits shall not be accepted by the Clerk 
unless accompanied by the prescribed fee. 
[possible conflict wjth 7582.5(c)] 



7582.6: Application for a license shall be 
on a foml prescribed. by the director and 
accompailied by an application fee. 

52.34(b )(2)A: Application for a permit 
to operate a private patrol service shall 

.' filed with the Permit' Section of the CIty 
Clerk's Office on forms suppiied.bythe 
City. A separate application ~igIied arid 

yerified by the applicant shall ,be filed with 
thelolice Commission. [possible confliCt 

" with 7582.5(c)] 

52.34(g):Permits issued under this 
article are not transferable .. Prohibits the 
owner of private patrol service from 
selling, assignip.g or transfe~ng such 
service. Any new owner, transferee, or 
assignee shall be required to qualifY under 
this article before commencing operations 
or carrying ·on business as.a private patrol 
service. 



7582.7: Application shall be verified and 
shall include (a) full name and business' 
address, (b) name under which_the applicant 
intends to do business, (c ) statement of 
general natUre of the business, (d) type of 
licerise applying for, (~) statement of 
experience qualifications, (t) a personal 
identification form with photograph taken ;' 
within one year, two legible sets of 
fmgerprints, a personal ,description of each 
person, including residence addresses and ' 
employment history for previous five years 
(g) for individual applicants, list all other 
names used dUring past 10 years. 

75,82'.8. Qualifications for license or 
registration. (a) be at,lea~t 18 years of age, 
(b) not have committed acts or crimes 
constituting grounds for denial, (c ) comply 

) . . . 

with reqUirements specified fot particular 
license or registration, (d) comply wIth 
other qualifications as t4e director may fix 
by rule, (e) comp~able military training 
may be used to meet other training-related 
requirements. 

52.34(b)(2)A: Application shall state ~~ 
name, a~dress and organizatiortof the 
private patrol ,service, its method of 
operation, the territory or location it 
proposes to serve, the' names, addresses, 
'~d physical description of its officers, 
members, associates and employees, anel 
fmgerprints and recent photographs of 
appli.cant, its offlcers;inembers, associates, 

, and employees as may be deemed 
necessary by the Board of Police 
Commissioners~ [Duplication of7582.7 
and possible conjlict'With i582.5(c)] 

52.34(b)(2)B: Surety bond. Application 
must be accompanied by a surety bond in a 
fotmapproved by the City Attorney for 
$15,000 blanket coverage for each and all 
employees, officers, members' or associates. 
of the private patrol service. 

'/ 
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7582.16: Retention of employee records. 
Licensee ·shall maintain records containing 
information relative to his or her ~mployees 
as prescribed by the director. 

7582.26(i): No private patrol operator 
licensee or person required to be registered. 
as .a security guard shall use. or wear a '. 
baton or exposed firearin unless he is 
we~ing a uniform that complies with 
7582.7. . . 

10. Employee address changes shall be 
maintained by the permitee and are 
subject to inspection by the 
CommissIon. 
13'. Private patrol operators and self­
e.Inployed Special Officers shall 
prepare and deliver an employee list to 
the Commission 4 times per year. The 
employee list shall include the 

. employees's.name, Commission 
nUmber, Commission badge humber, 
State identification number, and other 
State required certifications. 

5234(c)(3)B: Police Commission shall. 
. specify the police~type equipment, 
including weapons and ammunition, 
which a special officer may carry while on 
duty. UnlaWful for special officer to carry, 
wear,·or use any equipment while on duty 
it not.previously apprpved by ~e 
COmn:llssion for the offi~er~ Use of any 
firearm and ammunition .shail be of a 
brand name, mode} and caliber as approved 
by the Cominis~ion or its agent. Prohibits 
special officer from carrying firearm unless 
he has completed the training course 
required by the State. 



7582.27: Identifying patches. Requires 
person who uses or wears a baton or 
exposed firearm to wear a patch on each 
arm that reads "private security" and 
includes the name of the employing 
company. Patches must be clearly visible at 
all times and must be of a standard design 
approved by the director. 

7582.28: Any badge or cap insignia worn 
by a person who is a licensee ... or 
employee of a licensee, shall be of a design 
approved by the director, and shall bear on 
its face a distinctive word indicating the 
name of the licensee and an employee 
number by which the person may be 
identified by the licensee. 

L~c... 

52.34(c)(3)A: No badge, insignia or 
uniform shall be used or worn wlllch is of 
a design as to be mistaken for an official 
badge, insignia or Uniform worn by a law 
officer of any city/county/state agency 
within its jurisdiction. Permitee shall 
submit to the Police Commission a sample 
of the insignia intended to be used. Police 
Commission shall issue upon payment 
therefor a form of badge not containing the 
word "police." Special officers shall wear 
and display the badge and insignia on the 
outside of their uniform in a clearly visible 
manner. Any badge which is in need of 
repair/replacement or otherwise not 
authorized for use shall be immediately 
returned to the Police Commission. 
Unlawful for anyone other than permittee 
to use/wear/display a badge issued 
pursuant to this section. No insignia shall 
be worn if the sample submitted to the 
Commission has been determined to be in 
violation of this section. [possible conflict] 

5. Wearing or displaying of badges is 
prohibited except while performing as 
a Special Officer. 
6. Only badges issued by the 
Commission shall be worn when 
performing as a Special Officer. 
7. Badges shall only be worn by the 
Special Officer to whom the badge was 
issued. 
9. Hat emblems or pieces shall be 
uniform for each employee of a patrol 
service and shall be silver in color and 
of a design approved by the 
Commission. 
14. When a Special Officer has 
severed employment, he shall within 
10 days return the identification card 
and badge to the Commission which 
will remain the property of the LAPD. 



7583.3: Security guards (a) required to 52.34(c)(l): The private patrol service is 
carry on their person, while on duty, a valid responsible for each special officer to be 
and current security guard registration registered with State and to carry proof at 
card or unexpired temporary registration all times while on duty. Private patrol 
card, and (b) required to carry on their service permit may be suspended/revoked 
person a valid and current firearms permit if an on-duty special officer cannot 
when carrying a firearm on duty, and (c) produce a temporary or'permanent State 
prohibited from carrying or using a firearm registration wh~n requested by a City 
unless possess a valid and current fuearms police officer. 
permit, (d) required to report to employer 
within 24 hours any incident involving the 52.34{ c )(2)A: Special officer must possess 
discharge of any firearm ciuring course and a permit issued by the Police Commission. 
scope of employment. ' [possible conflict with 7582.5(c)] 

7583.4: Security guard or patrolperson 52.34{ e): Private patrol servic.e shall 
required to deliver written report of any immediately report to the Police 

" 

incident involving the discharge of Department any weapon discharge made, 
firearm during course and scope of within the City, by any employee, office or 
employment within 7 days after incident. associate. [possible conflict with 7583.4] -

Report shall be made on form prescribed by 
" 

director. Copy of report shall also be 
delivered within 7 days of incident to the , 

local police which has jurisdiction o,ver the 
geographic area where the incident 
occurred. 

, , 

! • 



7583.9(a): Any employee who performs the 
ftmction of a security guard or security 
patrolperson shall submit an application 
for registration and fingerprints along with 
the appropriate registration fee. 

7583.11: Temporary registration cards 
for employees of a licensee not valid for 
more than 120 days. Employee who has 
been convicted of a crime prior to applying 
for security guard position is not eligible for 
temporary registration card: 

52.34(e): Reports to police. Private patrol 
service operator and special officer shall· 
immediately make a report to the Police 
Department and the Police Commission 
any violation of the LAMC, State or 
federal law, which comes to his attention 
with the exception of minor traffic 
offenses. 

52.34(c)(I): Special officers must be 
currently registered with the State. 

52.34(c)(2)B: A temporary permit not to 
exceed 45 days may be issued by Secretary 
of the Police Commission if application on 
file, permit fees paid, preliminary 
investigation does not reveal grounds for 
denial, has valid permanent or temporary 
State Guard Registration Card, has a State 
Firearms Permit if applicable, and has a 
valid California Driver's License. 

103.06(b): A temporary permit not to 
exceed 60 days may be issued by Police 
Commission. 



LfrTVtc. 
7583.12: Requirements to carry/use 5. The wearing or displaying of 
firearms. (1) valid guard registration card weapons and the carrying of loaded 
and (2) valid firearm qualification card. weapons is prohibited except while 
Exception for peace officer who meets performing as Special Officer. 
specified requirements. 

7583.38: A city may regulate the uniforms 52.34(c)(3): No badge, insignia or 4. Unless exempted, all members of a 
and insignias worn by uniformed uniform shall be used or worn which is of private patrol shall be in a full uniform 
employees of a private patrol operator and a design as to be mistaken for an official at all times when performing any duty. 
vehicles used by a private patrol operator to badge, insignia or uniform worn by a law 8. Any uniform worn by permitee's 
make them clearly distinguishable from officer of any city/county/state agency employees shall be slate grey in color. 
those used by local regular law enforcement within its jurisdiction. Permitee shall 11. Each vehicle used shall have a 
officers. submit to the Police Commission a sample Police Commission number. 

of the insignia intended to be used. Police 
Commission shall approve the color of the 
proposed uniform and shall issue upon 
payment therefor a form of badge not 
containing the word "police." 

52.34( d): Police Commission shall approve 
the type or character of identification 
markings or insignia required to be place 
on motor vehicles. Private patrol operator 
shall not use or permit to be used for 
patrolling any vehicle which does not have 
approved markings/insignia. No vehicle 
used by private patrol service shall be 
equipped with a red light, siren, or be 
painted in a manner similar to a police 
vehicle of the City or other law 
enforcement agency within jurisdiction. 



7583.39: Insurance for security guards 
carrying firearms. Requires private patrol 
operator who employs a security guard who 
carries a firearm as part of his duties'to 
maintain an insurance policy as required in 
7583.40. 

7583.40: Requires insurance policy with 
minimum limits of bodily injury insurance 
of $500,000 and property damage insurance 
of $500,000. 

7583.41: Proof of insurance policy as 
required shall be provided by licensee to the 
bureau upon demand. 

7583.42: Failure to maintain required 
insurance coverage is grounds for 
suspension of private patrol operator's 
license. 

7586: A private patrol operator license, 
branch office certificate, and pocket card 
expires two years following the date of 
issuance or on the assigned renewal date. 
Provides for process to establish cyclical 
renewal of license and firearms 
qualifications card. -

52.34(b )(2)D: Requires following 
insurance: workers' compensation, 
general liability insurance, automobile 
insurance and false arrest insurance in 
amounts to be determined by Police 
Commission. [possible duplication of 
7583.40] 

52.34(b )(2)D: Evidence of required, 
insurance must be furnished to Police 
Commission upon request. 

103.07(a): Annual police permit fees for 
existing police permits shall become due 
and payable each year during January and 
February, 



7588: Fees. (a) private patrol operator 103.12: Fees. The Clerk shall receive all 
application and examination fee for original police permit fees. Applications for 
license ($200), (b) private patrol operator permits shall not be accepted by the Clerk 
application fee for branch office certificate unless accompanied by the prescribed fee. _ . 
($75), (c) private patrol operator original Private patrol: original fee ($300), annual 
license fee ($500). police permit fee ($149), change of -

location fee ($43). [possible conflict with 
7582.5(c)] 

7588(d): Renewal Fees. (1) private patrol 
operator license fee ($500), (2) combination 

:, 

private investigator/private patrol operator 
($600), (3) branch office certificate for 
combination private investigator/private 
patrol operator ($40) and private patrol 
operator ($75). 

7588(h): Registration Fees. (1) security 103.12: Fees. Special officer: Original fee 
guard registration ($25), (2) security -guard ($59), annual police permit fee ($26), 
registration renewal ($25). change of location fee ($42). [Possible 

conflict with 7582.59(c)] 

7588(i): Other Fees. (1) firearms 
qualification fee ($80), (2) firearms 
requalification fee ($60), (3) initial baton 
certification fee ($50). , 



FORM GEN. 160 (Rev. HOI CITY OF LOS ANGELES 
INTER-DEPARTMENTAL CORRESPONDENCE 0220-03494-0000 

Date: July 19, 1999 

To: 

From: 

Subject: 

The Public Safety Committee 

Paul K. Cauley, Acting City Administrative Officer ~ 

CJ 
-< 

n 
--i 

-< 
("") 

<..0 
<..0 

Co-
c:: 
r-

~ 

r. 
-i 
-< 
;"?x 

'""1 ,"'"1, r-, 

-;:J .... ~ 

;:0. • <' 

I 
~ ,.', -. 

S:~ ::l: "- . r ':-j 

::A ~ GC.J -.,., 
-., - ~ 

STATUS OF REQUEST FOR INFORMATION REGARDING PRIVATE ~TROL P, 
SERVICES AND OFFICERS OPERATING IN BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT 
DISTRICTS 

At the Public Safety Committee meeting of May 24, 1999, the Chair of the Public 
Safety Committee requested this Office and the City Attorney to report on various aspects 
pertaining to private patrol services and officers operating in Business Improvement Districts 
(BID's). Specifically, this Office was requested to: 1) identify all services provided by the City in 
the context of evaluating and approving applications for Police Commission permits for private 
patrol service companies; 2) identify services provided by the City that are already provided by 
the State as part of its licenSing process; and, 3) determine the appropriate fee to be charged by 
the City for Police Commission private patrol service permits. 

The City has established permit fees for the operators of private patrol companies 
as well as their officers. The permit fee is $300 for an original permit for an operator and $59 for 
patrol officers. Renewal fees are $149 and $26 respectively. The fees are based on the amount 
of work done by the Police Department in connection with the application. But, the work largely 
consists of background investigations by the Department's Commission Investigation Division's 
Enforcement Section. The Police Department will be supplying more detailed information about 
the specific duties associated with the permit process. 

Regarding services provided by the State, we have made efforts to contact the State 
Bureau of Security and Investigative Services, which regulates and licenses private security 
services, to determine the scope of its regulatory fees and activities, but have not yet received 
a response. The State's fees are spelled out in Section 7588 of the State Business and 
Professions Code. However, this section is not specific about the scope of the services provided 
as part of the licensing proCess. We are continuing our efforts to establish communications with 
that bureau. 

On July 15, we received a copy of a letter from the Chief of the California State 
Bureau of Security and Investigative Services (BSIS) to the Downtown Center LA Business 
Improvement District that states: 
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II The City of Los Angeles does not have authority to charge you or any 
private patrol operator a fee to register officers within their City. II It further 
states that "no city or county or city and county may require additional fees 
to regulate our licensees. 8SIS is the regulatory agency for the security 
guard industry. II 

According to the City Attorney, this opinion appears to be inconsistent with the State 
Business and Professions Code. Section 7582.5 of this Code does not prevent local 
governments from: 

(a) Imposing local regulations on street patrol services and officers requiring 
registration with the local government; 

(b) Imposing local regulations on street patrol services and officers who are unable to 
furnish evidence of c~rrent registration; and 

(c) Requiring private patrol operators and officers to register their name and file a copy 
of the state identification card with the local government; however, no fee may be 
charged and no application may be required. 

The City Attorney has advised that additional study of this issue is needed to 
determine whether our fees are prohibited by law. In addition the City Attorney was directed by 
Public Safety Committee to: 1) address issues of overlap and conflict between City's private 
patrol ordinance and Police Commission rules and the State codes; 2) discuss whether and why 
duplicative areas should be retained; and, 3) prepare recommendations and draft ordinances to 
add or delete applicable MuniCipal Code sections including the deletion of fees for private security 
services. The City Attorney will report under separate cover. Until many of these issues are 
resolved, it is premature to recommend a fee at this time. 
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REQUEST FOR REPORT: PRXVATE PATROL SERVICES AND,OFFICERS OPERATING IN 
. BUSINESS"XHPROVEMENT DISTRICTS' (BIDS) .' 

At the special Public safety Committee meeting held May 24, ,1999, the 
Committee Chair, CouncilmemberLaura Chick the attached report from 
the City Attorney dated May 20, 1999, relative t'o Private patrol 
Services' and Officers operating in·BIDs. At that time, Ms. Chi~k, 
requested that you prepare a 'report relative to the followin9: . 

.cAQ: 
1. 

2. 

3. 

City 
1. 

2. 

3. 

Identify all services provided by City in .the context of 
evaluating and approving applicat-ions for Police Commission 
permits for private patrol.service.companies. . 

What ,services does the City provide that are already provided by 
the state ,as part 'of'its licensing process? ' 

Determine the appropriate fee to be charged by the City for 
Police Commission private patrol service permit fee. 

Attorney: 
Address issues of overlap and areas of conflict between the 
City's Private Patrol Ordinance and Police Commission Rules and 
the state code. 

Discuss why some if any duplicative areas should be retained. 

Prep~re recommendations and a draft ordinance for all necessary 
Los Angeles Municipal additions or deletions from the Municipal 
Code. including the deletion of the Police Commission fee for 
private security services. 

This matter is tentatively scheduled for further consideration by the 
Public Safety Committee ~t their meeting to be held June 21, 1999. 
Please .d'irect your written report, and electronic copjes, no later 
than June 16, to th~Public Safety Committee, in care of the city 
Clerk's Office, Room 615, City Hall East. 
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Attn: Judy Steele 

Bernard C. Parks, Chief of Police 
Police Department 
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The City Attorney's Office has been asked to address various is~s~gard~ ~8 
the City'S regulation of Private Patrol Services through enforcement of Los Ang1leSMuni~al ~ 
Code § 52.34. . -< I ...... co) 

rr:1 

1. Whether Lame § 52.34 Is Preempted by Preexisting State Law? 

If a matter is of statewide concern (as opposed to a purely municipal affair), home 
rule charter cities (such as the City of Los Angeles) remain subject to and are controlled by 
applicable general state laws regardless of the provisions of their charters, if it is the intent and 
purpose of such general laws to occupy the field and exclude municipal regulation (i.e. - the 
preemption doctrine). 1 Accordingly, we must first determine whether § 52.34 regulates purely 
municipal affairs. 

Section 52.34 regulates private patrol services and their patrol officers. Simply, 
private patrol services and their officers protect persons and property. "[A] private patrol officer 
is impressed with the badge of reliability and trustworthiness because of his community 
responsibility in supplying protection to persons and property. "2 Generally, a "municipal action 
which affects persons outside of the municipality" is not a purely municipal affair and 

I Cal. Const., art. XI, section 7 personifies the general police power provision applicable 
to all cities: "A county or city may make and enforce within its limits all local, police, sanitary, 
and other ordinances and regulations not in conflict with general laws." 

2 Stewart y. County of San Mateo, 246 Cal.App.2d 273, 288 (1966); citing People y. 
Melchor, 237 Cal.App.2d 685, 692 (1965). 
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thus "becomes to that extent a matter which the state is empowered to prohibit or regulate ... ,,3 

Since, the regulation of private patrol services is primarily for the purpose of ensuring public 
safety and public safety is of statewide concern, it would appear that § 52.34 does not regulate 
a purely municipal subject . 

. Therefore, the next inquiry is whether § 52.34 is preempted by general state laws 
(specifically Business & Professions Code §§ 7580-7588). The California Constitution provides 
that a city may make and enforce within its limits all local and other ordinances and regulations 
that do not conflict with general laws. (See footnote 1.) "If otherwise valid local legislation 
conflicts with state law, it is preempted by such law and is void. H4 A conflict is said to exist if 
the local legislation either, "duplicates, contradicts, or enters an area fully occupied by general 
law, either expressly or by legislative implication. "5 

Duplication: Local legislation is duplicative of general law when it is coextensive 
with it. In comparing § 52.34 with B&P §§ 7580-7588, it appears that the ordinance is broader 
in scope than the state statute. Although both the ordinance and the state statute provide a 
comprehensive scheme for licensing, registering, regulating and disciplining private patrol 
operators, the ordinance goes a little further. For example, the ordinance covers surety bonds, 
a general insurance policy requirement, etc. Thus, it can be said that the statute and ordinance are 
not coextensive with each other. Rather, the requirements provided for in the ordinance are 
supplementary to the state law.6 Therefore, it appears there is not a conflict which would result 
in § 52.34 being preempted by the state statutes. 

Contradiction: "An ordinance contradicts state law if it is inimical to state law; i.e., 
it penalizes conduct that state law expressly authorizes or permits conduct which state law 

3 Domar Electric Inc. y. City of Los Angeles, 41 Cal.App.4th 810, 828 (1995). 

4 Sherwin-Williams Co. y. City of Los Angeles, 4 Ca1.4th 893, 897 (1993) quoting 
from Candid Enterprises Inc. y. Grossmont Union High School Dist., 39 Ca1.3d 878, 885 
(1985). 

5 California Rifle and Pistol Association. Inc. y. City of West Hollywood, 66 
Cal.App.4th 1302, 1310 (1998) quoting from Sherwin-Williams Co.,~, 4 Cal.4th at p. 
897. 

6 See Pipoly y. Benson, 20 Cal.2d 366, 370-371 (1942), where the California 
Supreme Court held that when local law is identical to state law, there is an "inevitable 
conflict of jurisdiction" and because of this conflict the local law is not valid "supplementary 
legislation" but conflicts with state law and is invalid. 
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forbids.,,7 It appears that in certain provisions the ordinance does contradict the state statutes. 
Therefore, the ordinance would be preempted in those areas where it contradicts the statutes. 

Consequently, it is recommended that the ordinance be amended to eliminate any provisions that 
contradict state law. 

Entry.into an area fully occupied by the statute: "[L]ocallegislation enters an area 
that is fully occupied by general law when the Legislature has expressly manifested its intent to 
fully occupy the area, ... or when it has impliedly done so in light of one of the following indicia 
of intent: '(1) the subject matter has been so fully and completely covered by general law as to 
clearly indicate that it has become exclusively a matter of state concern; (2) the subject matter has 
been partially covered by general law couched in such terms as to indicate clearly that a 
paramount concern will not tolerate further or additional local action; or (3) the subject matter has 
been partially covered by general law , and the subject is of such a nature that the adverse effect 
of a local ordinance on th~ transient citizens of the state outweighs the possible benefit to the 
locality. "'8 

Express Intent: The Legislature did not expressly manifest an intent to fully occupy 
the area of private security services when it passed B & P §§ 7580-7588. This is evidenced by 
language found in the statute itself. Sections 7582.5 and 7583.38 of the statute allow local 
regulations to be imposed. Section 7582.5 deals with local regulations regarding registration of 
any street patrol service or street patrol special officer. Section 7583.38 pertains to local 
regulations for uniforms, insignias and vehicles. Since the state statute does allow for local 
regulations, express legislative intent to preempt is absent. 

Implied Intent: There is a general rule that implied preemption can properly be 
found only when the circumstances clearly indicate a legislative intent to preempt. "To determine 
whether the Legislature has preempted a certain field, one must question whether the Legislature 
'intended to occupy a particular field to the exclusion of all local regulation. '" This intent is 
determined by analyzing "the state legislation in terms of its language, purpose, 

7 Suter y. City" of Lafayette, 57 Cal.App.4th 1109,1123 (1997) quoting fromJkayQ 
Vending y. City of Los Angeles, 16 Cal.App.4th 383, 396-397 (1993). 

8 Sherwin-Williams Co.,~, 4 Ca1.4th at p. 898 quoting from In re Hubbard, 62 
Cal.2d 119, 128 (1964), overruled on another point in Bishop y. City of San Jose, 1 Ca1.3d 
56, 63, fn. 6 (1969). 
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and scope, and the facts and circumstances upon which it was intended to operate. "9 

The purpose of the state statutes, according to an analysis prepared by the Senate 
Rules Committee on August 23, 1994, was to "repeal the existing Private Investigator Act and 
recast it to re-enact, reorganize and revise those provisions into two separate acts: (1) the Private 
Investigator Act for the licensing and regulation of private investigators, and (2) the Private 
Security Services Act for the licensing of and regulation of private patrol operators and security 
guards, armored contract carriers, and firearms and baton training facilities."10 
Furthennore, the state statutes provides that "... the primary purpose of regulating and licensing 
anned security guards in this state is to protect the public from the unnecessary and improper use 
of force." Therefore, it appears that the goal for enacting the state statute was to provide an 
adequate means to protect the public health, safety and welfare. A careful reading of the state 
statute's purpose and scope indicates that the Legislature did not intend to preempt local 
regulation. 

Moreover, a review of the three basic indicators of implied preemption 
demonstrates that there is no implied preemption here. The state statute does give a· fairly 
comprehensive scheme for regulating private security services; however it also specifically allows 
for local regulation, as evidenced by Sections 7582.5 and 7583.38. This in itself "shows that, 
rather than intending to deprive municipalities of their police power to regulate [private security 
services], the Legislature [was] cautious about depriving [the] local municipalit[y] of aspects of 
[its] constitutional police power to deal with local conditions."l1 The power of local government 
to regulate private patrol officers is clearly within the scope of police power delegated to local 
government (California Constitution, Art. XI, § 7) and was further recognized by the Legislature 
when it provided in Section 7582.5 that local government may impose such regulations upon 
private patrol operators, within the exercise of its police power. Therefore, while California has 
enacted a comprehensive scheme of legislation relating to the licensing, registration, regulation 
and disciplining of private patrol operators, §. 7582.5(a) expressly provides that the regulatory 
provisions of the statute are not intended to be exclusive 

9 Miller v. Murphy, 143 Cal.App.3d 337, 341 (1983), citing Stewart, supra, 246 
Cal.App.2d at p. 282. 

10 In comparison, the purpose of § 52.34 was twofold: (1) To defranchise private patrols, 
and (2) To safeguard the community with a comprehensive law to prevent unscrupulous 
operators from entering that field. 

11 California Rifle and Pistol Association. Inc., .§l!p[a, 66 Cal. App.4th at p. 1318. 
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in their application to street patrol special officers .12 Moreover, there are additional aspects of 
private security services (such as the requirement of a surety bond, a general insurance policy 
requirement; etc.) that are not addressed by the state statute.13 As the California Supreme Court 
has aptly noted: "The state in its laws deals with all of its territory and all of its people. The 
exactions which it prescribes operate (except in municipal affairs) upon the people of the state, 
urban and rural, but it may often, and does often happen that the requirements which the state sees 
fit to impose may not be adequate to meet the demands of densely populated municipalities; so 

, that it becomes proper and even necessary for municipalities to add to state regulations provisions 
adapted to their special requirements. "14 

As the above analysis indicates, it is the Legislature's intent to preempt that is 
controlling. In the instant matter, there is nothing to suggest that the Legislature intended to 
preempt the field of private patrol services. Therefore, it is our conclusion that the Legislature 
did not expressly or impliedly intend to preempt the field of private security services when it 
enacted B&P §§ 7580-7588. 

2. Whether the requirement that private patrol services pay a permit fee can be 
eliminated and if so, what action would need to be taken to do so? 

The requirement that private patrol services obtain a permit from the City is found 
in LAMC § 52.34. Subsection b(2)A of § 52.34 provides that "[a]n application for a permit to 
operate, maintain and conduct a private patrol service business in the City shall be fIled together 
with an application fee with the Permit Section of the City Clerk's Office on forms supplied by 
the City." The amount of the application fee is set forth in LAMC § 103.12. If.the Council, for 
whatever reason, wished to eliminate the permit application fee for private 

12 Stewart,.supra, 246 Cal.App.2d at p. 281- 282. 

\3 "The general fact that state legislation concentrates on specific areas, and leaves 
related areas untouched ... , shows a legislative intent to permit local governments to continue to 
apply their police power according to the particular needs of their communities in areas not 
specifically preempted." (California Rifle and Pistol Association. Inc., supr~ 66 Cal.AppAth at 
p.1318). 

14 Galvan y. The Superior Court of the City and County of San Francisco, 70 Ca1.2d 
851, 864 (1969»; citing to In re Hoffman,.supra, 155 Cal. at p. 118. Also see Bell v. City of 
Mountain View, &llIDl, 66 Cal.App.3d at p. 339 ["Where the statute contains language 
indicating that the Legislature did not intend its regulations to be exclusive, the general rule 
permitting additional supplementary local regulations has been applied."] 
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patrol.-services; the Council would need to amend.LAMC-§§ 5234(b)(2)A and 103.12. 

Conclusion 
. . 

._ ...... _ .. ~_. _' -.. - .... ..:. ... ~._ .. In .conclusion, ,the . .city . Attorney's Office remains .. prepared.to.assist,.the.Public· .. , .. 
. .. ,'., Safety Gomttee.in reviewihg-LAMC § 52.34 and the.Police.CbmmissloIiRulesandReguhitions 

. governing, , private' patrol serviCes and' private patrol officers. . . 

#84921 

Respectfully. submitted, 

JAMES K; HAHN ,City Attorney 
. CECIL MARR, Senior Assistant City Attorney 
DEBRA L. GONZALES, Deputy City Attorner 

By·~~~~~~~~~~~~~ __ 
DEBRA L. ONZALES 

Deputy 'City Attorney 
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May 19,1999 

Honorable Council members 
Council of the City of Los Angeles 

clo City Clerk's Office 
Room 615, City Hall East 
200 N. Main Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 

RICHARD ~. RIORDAN 
MAYOR 

MODIFICATION OF EXISTING PRIVATE PATROL ORDINANCE 

JOSEPH A. GUNN 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

DEIRDRE HILL 
INSPECTOR GENERAL 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE 
SUITE 144-150, PARKER CENTER 

150 N. Los ANGELES STREET 

Los ANGELES, CA 90012 

(213) 485-3531 PHONE 
(213) 485-8861 FAX 

commsnrs@pdcomm.cI.la.ca.us 

At a regular meeting of the Board of Police Commissioners held May 18, 1999, this Board 
considered and approved the enclosed recommendation relative to modifying and/or exempting 
Business Improvement Districts from existing City Ordinance LAMC 52.34. The Board also 
requested that the CitY Attorney draft the proposed Ordinance changes. 

The Board requested that this matter be transmitted to your office for further processing. 

Very truly yours, 
BOARD OF POLICE COMMISSIONERS 

~{M-
LUPEORTIZ 
Commission Executive Assistant 

Encl. 

cc: Mayor's Office 
Chief of Police 

AN EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY - AFFIRMATIVE ACTION EMPLOYER - Recyclable and made from recycled waste 



~EPARTMENTALCORRESPONDENCE 

May 12, 1999 

TO: Board of Police Commissioners 

BOARD OF 
POLICE CO.\\lv\ISSIONERS 
Approved 6,JB·C,9 
Secretaryg'). (j,d::: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

Executive Director Police Commission 

BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICTS - MODIFICATION OF 
EXISTING PRIVATE PATROL ORDINANCEIPOLICE COMMISSION 
RULES 

It is recommended that the Board of Police Commissioners approve the following proposed 
amendments to the Private Patrol Ordinance/Police Commission Board Rules. 

Background: 

On May 4, 1999, the Board of Police Commissioners requested that the Executive Director and 
staff meet again with representatives from the Business Improvement Districts (BID) to attempt 
to gain consensus on modification and/or exemption of BIDs from existing City Ordinance 
LAMC 52.34 and Police Commission Board Rules. The meeting was held on May 12, 1999, 
and an agreement was reached, except for the BIDs' standing objection in two areas. The 
BIDs maintain that State law exempts them from regulation and that the Police Commission 
should not have the right to approve uniforms. The City Attorney is due to report on the 
former in the near future. In the event the City Attorney does not agree with the BIDs, there is 
agreement on the following recommendations unless noted otherwise. . 

Discussion: 

It was agreed to by all parties that the easiest way to accommodate the BIDs' innovative 
approach to private patrol security is to add a new section under LAMC 52.34 which would 
address the BIDs security forces as a separate entity. This would leave the existing ordinance 
intact for pnvate patrol services which are not part of a BID. 

The new section should read as follows: 

52.34(a)(3) Business Improvement District Street Patrol Person (BIDSPP) 

As defined in State Law 7532.1(t) "A street patrol person, within the meaning of this chapter, 
. is a security guard or security officer employed by a private patrol operator who performs the 
functions described in subdivision (a) by street patrol service utilizing foot patrol, motor patrol, 
or other means of transportation in public areas, streets or public thoroughfares in order to 
serve multiple customers. " 
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52.34(d) 

(1) Permits 
In addition to the required State regulations, BIDSPP are required to obtain a Police 
Commission Permit. 

Note: The BIDs do not feel they must obtain a Commission Permit and the waiver of fees 
is within the purview of the City Council. . 

(2) Uniforms, Equipment, Etc. 
Uniforms, equipment, badges, insignia must comply with State law. No badge, insignia 
or uniform shall be used or worn while on duty as a BID Street Patrol Person, which is of 
such a design as to be mistaken for an official badge, insignia or uniform worn by a law 
officer of any city, county or state agency. BIDSPP uniforms will be distinct in nature 
and will clearly distinguish the officer as a Business Improvement Street Patrol Person 
with the District name and/or logo clearly displayed. The uniform shall be approved by 
the Police Commission. 

Note: The BIDs do not want the Commission to approve ~eir uniforms. 

(3) Weapons and Ammunition 
All BIDSPPs who carry weapons shall be trained and qualified in ~e carrying and use of 
firearms in accordance with applicable State laws. 

( 4) Motor Vehicle 
Vehicles utilized in patrol by BIDs shall not be mistaken for an official vehicle of any city, 
county or law enforcement agency and shall be approved by the Police Commission. A 
list of all vehicles, vehicle license numbers and State identification numbers shall be 
furnished to the Police Commission. 

Note: The BIDs do not want the Commission to approve their vehicles. 

(5) Reports to the Police 
All incidents of felonies, high grade misdemeanors and any arrests shall be reported to the 
Police in a timely manner, as determined by the Area C.ommanding Officer. BIDs will 
provide timely ·statistical information on minor misdemeanors, traffic offenses and 
infractions handled by BIDSPPs to their local Police Area. 

(6) Undercover Assignments 
BIDSPP may be exempt from wearing the uniform while on an undercover assignment 
provided that they have in their possession official identification. 
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(7) Inspections 

" ' 

As required by State law, BIDs:shalLholdperiodic inspections of uniforms and equipment. 
A record of these, inspections may b~ reviewed by the Police Commission. 

(8) , Employee List 
Employers of BIDSPP officers will submit an' officer employee list to the Commission 

. , 

twice a year: 

(9) Complaints 
BIDs shall forward to the Police Department complaints involving violations of codified 
laws· and Police Commission Board, Rules, 'and they are subject' to review' by the Police 
Commission. ' , 

(10) Posting of 52. 34(d) LAMC ' 
Copies of 52.34(d) shall be conspicuously posted at the BIDs place of business. 

Arguments For: 

The BIDs play a vititJ tole in pro~oting public safety' and' revitalizing an area. It IS 

recoqtI11ende,d that the Board ~pprove new LAMC Sections ,52:34(a)(3) and 52.3~d)~ 

Arguments.Against:, ' 

Other privat~ patroL~perations and:special officers who are not in a, BID may perceive the new 
regulation'as being unfair and demand equity. 

Recommendation: 

'It is recommended thatthe Board of Police Commissioners approve the propo~ed LAMC 
'Sections 52.34(a)(3) ,and 52. 34(d) , tobe drafted by the City Attorney, forward this report to 
the City Council and' reaffirm that until t!te City Council titkes action, the Police Commission 
will continue to cease enforcement efforts against the BIDs. 

JO~NN 
Executive Director 
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Honorable Council members 
Council of the City of Los Angeles 

c/o City Clerk's Office 
Room 615, City Hall East 
200 N. Main Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 

RICHARD J. RIORDAN 
MAYOR 

BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICTS 

JOSEPH A. GUNN 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

DEIRDRE HILL 
INSPECTOR GENERAL 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE 
SUITE 144-150, PARKER CENTER 

150 N. Los ANGELES STREET 

Los ANGELES, CA 90012 

(213)485-3531 PHONE 
(213)485-8861 FAX 

commsnrs@pdcomm.cI.la.ca.us 

At a regular meeting of the Board of Police Commissioners held March 23, 1999, this Board 
considered and approved the enclosed DRAFT report relative to modifying LAMC Section 
52.34 - Private Patrol Service. 

The Board requested an additiona121-days to discuss additional concerns with the BIDs and 
finalize the report. 

Very truly yours, 
BOARD OF POLICE COMMISSIONERS 

(;!¥ 
Commission Executive Assistant 

AN EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY - AFFIRMATIVE ACTION EMPLOYER· Recyclable and made from recyded waste 



INTRADEPARTMENTAL CORRESPONDENCE 

March 18, 1999 

TO: Board of Police Commissioners 

FROM: Executive Director Police Commission 

SUBJECT: BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICTS 

BOARD OF 
. POuC:': C(I,AI'.\ISSIONERS 
A~p(o'v~d 3-23.,~ 
Secretar~ ~ 

It is recommended that the Board of Police Commissioners approve the following report and 
forward it to the .City Council. . 

BACKGROUND 

On March 16, 1999, the City Council adopted a motion by Council member Laura Chick which 
requested that the Police Commission report back within 15 days on how the requirements 
under LAMC Section 52.34 - Private Patrol Service - can be modified to coincide with the 
Mayor and (::ouncil's goals and objectives in creating Business Improvement Districts (BID); 
and, the Police Commission cease any enforcement efforts against the Downtown BID and its 
private patrol service until the matter has been reviewed by the City 'Council; and, the City 
Administrative Officer report back relative to the exemption of BIDs from Police Permit fees. 

LAMe Section 52.34 makes.it unlawful to engage in the'business of maintaining or operating 
any private patrol serVice in the. City of Los Angeles without first obtaining a permit as 
required by the State of California and a permit from the City. The Ordinance, amended on 
March 22, 1976, also gives the Police'Commission the power to charge fees, require a surety 
bond and determine the appropriate uniform, equipment, badges, insignia, weapons, 
ammunition and motor vehicle. The Board also has the authority to make additional rules. In 
fact, on December 11, 1975, and amended on April 29, 1980, the Board adopted additional 
rules' and regulations governing private patrols and private special officers which detail and 
enhance the requirements ofLAMC Section 52.34 

Business Improvement Districts came into existence subsequent to the enactment of the 
Ordinance and Board Rules. The most common method of financing these Districts is for the 
concerned. property owners and/or businesses to levy a charge on each other which is then 
utilized to supplement City services, i.e., safety, sanitation, etc. With the. exception of the 
Hollywood BID, which has applied for and received a Police Permit, the Downtown BID and 
other BIDs have not complied with LAMC ,Section 52.34. They maintain that their state 
license is all that is required. However, LAMC Section 52.34 requires an additional Police 
Commission Permit. 



• 
DISCUSSION 

It is obvious that BIDs are an unqualified success. Every area where BIDs operate has 
experienced a decrease in crime and a decrease in the perception of crime. On March 8, 1999, 
the Board President and Executive Director had a productive meeting with Carol Schatz, CEO 
of the Downtown Center District BID, in which we agreed to explore methods to give BIDs 
flexibility while ensuring that public and officer safety is maintained. The following represents 
our attempt to satisfy that agreement: 

Fees 

The Police Commission does not have the authority to waive fees. Although the fees collected 
are cost neutral, which reflect the actual dollars spent for investigation and administration, 
only the City Council can authorize a waiver of fees. 

Permits 

Even if the City Council waives fees, the Ordinance obligates the Police Commission to require 
the private guard companies and individual private guards to obtain a permit. The Downtown 
Center District BID made over 4,000 police related contacts in 1998. For the safety of the 
public, it is recommended that Commission Investigation Division (CID) continue to do a 
background check on private guards. We have had instances in the past where applicants 
received a clean record check when applying for their state license but showed criminal activity 
when applying for their Police Commission Permit. 

Uniforms 

It is recommended that the Police Commission maintain authority over private guard uniforms 
while practicing great flexibility. The issue should always be, "Will the public confuse a 
private patrol guard with a regular police officer?" In the case of the. Downtown BID's purple 
t-shirts and pith helmets, the obvious answer is "no." It is recommended that a variance be 
granted. 

Vehicles 

It is recommended that the Police Commission maintain authority over private guard vehicles 
so that there is no confusion by the public as to whether it is an official police vehicle. In the 
case of the Downtown BID's purple and white security patrol vehicle, there would not be a 
problem providing that the Police Permit number is applied to the vehicle, as per Rule 11. 
Therefore, it is recommended that the vehicle utilized by the Downtown BID be approved. 
However, the Police Commission does not have the authority to waive Vehicle Code Section 
25279, which prohibits the activation of a flashing amber warning light while the vehicle is on 
the highway unless directed by a peace officer. 

2 
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Equipment, Weapons and Ammunition 

All equipment must be of a type previously approved by the Board of Police Commissioners. 

Reports to Police 

It is recommended that the Police Commission waive the responsibility of the BIDs to report 
all violations of the law to them, providing the BIDs continue to report the violations directly 
to the Police Department. 

Submittal of Employee Lists 

Currently, the private guard operators are required to submit an employee list to the Board 
four times a year, It is recommended that the Board reduce this requirement to twice a year 
for the BIDs. ' 

Complaints against Private Guard Operators and Employees 

It is recommended that these complaints continue to be forwarded and the investigation be 
'conducted by members of .the Department and beSu,bject to. review by the .Boardof Police 
Commissioners. 

ARGUMENTS FOR· 

The BIDs play a vital role inp-romoting public· saf~ty and revitalizing an area. It is 
recommended thatthe Board approve the foregoing modifications of its rules for all BIDs. 

ARGuMENTS AGAINST 

The Board should take into account tbat-guard comparues operating outside a BID may object 
to more stringent rules. Granting BIDs modifications or exemptions to the Board's rules may 
be perceived as unfair .. ' ' 

; RECOMMENDA nON 

It i"s recommended that the 'Board of Police Commissioners approve the items listed under 
"Discussion", forward this report to the City Council, and reaffirm~to the Downtown Center 
District BID that,- until ~e City Council takes action,-the Police- Commission will continue to 
cease enforcement effort.s against that Downtown BID. 

~ JOfJ~H A. GUNN 
Executive Director 

Attachments 

3 
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(Amended by Ord. No ... 148,077~, Eff. 3/22176.) 

.(a) Definitions: 

J • - •• - • - . 

For the purpose of this article, certain tenns used herein are defined as follows: 

(1) Private Patrol Service. 

The term "private patrol service" shall mean any person or association of persons, or, 
partnership, or corporation which furnishes or purports to furnish to members, subscribers, or customers 
any uniformed or special officer for the purpose of affording additional security and protection of person 
and property or to perform any other service directly related to the "private protection of life and 
property" . 

(2) Special Officer. 

The term "special officer" shall mean any person who performs for a private patrol service the 
duties of a uniformed guard, unifonned watchman or uniformed patrolman whose primary function is 
patrolling from one location to another by City streets. This definition shall not apply to unifonned 
watchman, uniformed guards or unifonned caretakers employed by an entity other than a private patrol 
service, such as by industrial plants, department stores, community associations, or private clubs 
wherein said function does not require patrolling from one location to another by use of a City street, nor 
shall it apply to persons employed by such an entity solely in connection with the commercial, pu~lic, or 
professional business of such an entity. 

(b) Private Patrol Service Permit 

(I) Requirement 

It shall be unlawful to engage in the business of maintaining or operating any private patrol 
service in the City of Los Angeles without first obtaining a permit as required by the State of California 
and a permit from the City. 

(2) Applications for Permits. 

A. Fees. An application for a permit to operate, maintain and conduct a private patrol 
service business in the City shall be filed together with an application fee with the Permit Section of the 
City Clerk's Office on forms supplied by the City. In addition thereto, a separate application signed and 
verified by the applicant shall also be filed with the Police Commission, and said application shall state 
the name, address and organization of the private patrol service, its method of operation, the territory or 
location it proposes to serve, the names, addresses and physical description of its officers, members, 
associates and employees, and such other identification and information including, but not limited to, 
fingerprints and recent photographs of the applicant, its officers, members, associates, and employees as 
may be deemed necessary by Board of Police Commissioners. 

B. Surety Bond. The application for a permit for a private patrol service as required by 
this Article must be accompanied by a surety bond underwritten by a corporate surety admitted to do 
business in California, in a form approved by the City Attorney, in the sum ofSI5,OOO blanket coverage 
for each and all employees, officers, members or associates of the private patrol service. The bond shall 
be conditioned upon the faithful and honest conduct of the business of private patrol service by the 
permittee and also conditioned upon faithful compliance with this Code, each and all of the ordinances 
of the City and the laws of the State of California in force, ot which may thereafter be adopted, relating 
to the business of private patrol service. The permittee'and sureties named in the bond, and their 
successors and assigns, shall be jointly and severally liable to the City and to any person, firm or 
corporation for damages suffered by reason of the wrongful acts of the permittee, its officers, associates, 

1n.2199 9:16 AM 
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members, or employees in breach vI: the conditions of the bond. The bond, ~1 not be void upon any 
one or more recoveries t;hereund~r, but may be sued and recovered upon from time to time by any 
person, firm or corporation aggneved or damaged, to the extent thereof. The bond shall be renewed to its 
original amount on each annual anniversary thereof. Notice of any proposed cancellation of the bond 
shall be sent by registered mail to the Insurance and Bonds section of the Office of the City Attorney and 
to the Board of Police Commissioners not less than 30 days in advance of the cancellation date. 

C. State License Bond. Before a permit for a private patrol service is issued, the applicant 
shall furnish the Board of Police Commissioners with a photostatic or certif1ed copy of his State of 
California License and Bond evidencing that he has complied with State laws relating to the business of 
private patrols. 

D. Insurance. A private patrol service shall furnish evidence of the following insurance 
with the Board of Police Commissioners upon request: workers' compensation, general liability 
insurance, automobile insurance and false arrest insurance in amounts to be determined by the Board. 

(c) Special Officers. 

(1) Registration. 

Each special officer must be currently registered with the Buteau of Collection and 
Investigation Services of the State of California as required by Section 75l4(t) of the Business and 
Professions Code of the State of California. The private patrol service will be responsible for each 
special officer to be registered and to carry proof thereof at all times while on duty. If at any time a 
special officer while on duty for such a private patrol service cannot produce a temporary or permanent 
State registration when requested by a City police officer, the private patrol service may be subject to 
suspension or revocation of its Police permit privilege to operate within the City. 

(2) Permit. (Amended in Entirety, Ord. No. 158,407, Eff. 11120/83.) 

A. Any employee, or any officer or member or associate ofa private patrol service who 
performs the service of a Guard, Watchman, Patrolman or other private patrol function whose duties 
involve patro~ling fro~ one location to. another by 9ty streets must possess a valid Special Officer's 
permit at all tunes as Issued by the Pollce COmmIssIon . 

••. Nextpage 
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(2) Permit. (Amended in Entirety, Ord. No. ~158,407~, Err. 11/20/83.) 

A. Any employee, or any officer or member or associate of a private patrol service who 
performs the service of a Guard, Watchman, Patrolman or other private patrol function whose duties 
involve patrolling from one location to another by City streets must possess a valid Special Officer's 
permit at all times as issued by the Police Commission. 

B. In addition to or in lieu of a Board-issued temporary permit authorized by Section 
l03.06(b), a temporary permit not to exceed 45 days may be issued to an applicant by the Secretary of 
the Board provided the following conditions are met: 

a. An application for pennit is on file at the main office of the City Clerk and all 
permit fees have been paid; and 

b. A preliminary investigation by Commission staff does not reveal information 
which would normally constitute grounds for denial; and 

c. The applicant possesses a valid permanent or temporary California State Guard 
Registration Card, and State Firearms Permit, if the applicant intends to carry a firearm; and 

d. The applicant possesses a valid California Driver's License. 

The Secretary of the Board may suspend such temporary permit at any time if the _ 
Secretary has reason to believe that any of the above conditions have not been met. The Secretary shall 
notify the applicant in writing of the reasons for any such suspension, and the application for a 
permanent permit shall continue to be processed according to provisions of this code and any applicable 
rules and regulations of the Board. 

(3) UniforDi, Equipment, Badges, Insignia. 

A. No badge, insignia or uniform shall be used or worn by any employee, officer, member 
or associate of a priva~e patrol service, while on duty for said patrol service, which is of such a design as 
to be mistaken for an official badge, insignia or uniform worn by a law officer of any city, county, or 
state agency within its jurisdiction. The applicant or permittee shall submit to the Board of Police 
Commissioners a sample of the insignia intended to be -used in the conduct of the private patrol service 
involved. The Board of Police Commissioners shall approve the color of the proposed uniform and shall 
issue upon payment therefor a form of badge, which shall not contain the word "police". While engaged: 
in the performance of duties, a special officer shall wear and display the badge issued pursuant to this 
section and insignia on the outside of his or her uniform in a clearly visible manner. Badges issued 
pursuant to this section shall not be altered, modified or defaced or be used, worn or displayed in such 
condition. Any badge issued hereunder which is in need of repair or replacement or otherwise not 
authorized· for use shall be immediately returned and delivered to the Board of Police Commissioners or 
its representative. It shall be unlawful for anyone other than a permittee hereunder to use, wear or 
display a badge issued pursuant to this section. No insignia shall be worn if the sample thereof submitted 
to the Board of Police commissioners has been determined by the Board to be in violation of this 
section. 

B. The Board of Police Commissioners shall specify the police-type equipment, including 
weapons and ammunition, which a special officer may carry while on duty, and it shall be unlawful for a 
special officer to carry, wear, or to use any such equipment, including weapons and ammunition, while 
on duty if such is of a type not previously approved by the Board of Police Commissioners for said 
officer. 

The use of any firearm and ammunition, by a special officer, shall be of a brand name, 
model and caliber as approved by the Board of Police Commissioners or its agent. 
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No special officer shall carry any flrearms in the perfonnance of his or her duties unless he 
or she has completed the course of training specified in Section 7514.1 of the Business and Professions 
Code of the State of California. 

(d) Motor Vehicle. 

The Board of Police Commissioners or its agent shall approve the type or character of identification 
markings or insignia required hereunder to be placed on any motor vehicle ~ed in the operation of any 
private patrol servi~e. A p~va~e patrol operator ~hall ~ot use o~ pennit to be use~ for puryo~es .o~ 
patrolling, any vehicle which IS not marked and Identiflable WIth approved markings or Inslgma m 
accordance herewith and with rules and regulations adopted by the Board of Police Commissioners. No 
vehicle used by a private patrol service shall be equipped with a red light, siren, or be painted in a 
manner similar to a police vehicle of the City of Los Angeles or other law enforcement agency with 
jurisdiction in the City. 

(e) Reports to Police. 

Every private patrol service operator and every special officer shall immediately make a report to 
the Police Department and to the Board of Police Commissioners of any violation of the Los Angeles 
Municipal Code. or State, or federal law which comes to his or her .att~iltion, with the exception of 
minor traffic offenses. The private patrol service shall also immediately report to the Police Department 
any weapon discharge or arrest made within the City, by any employee. officer member, or associate of 
the private patrol service. 

(f) Authority to Make Rules and Regulations. 

The Board of Police Commissioners shall have the authority to make rules and regulations not 
.inconsistent with this chapter concerning private patrol services and special officers. 

(g) Permits; Nontransferable . 

•• Next Page 
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(t) Authority to Make Rules and Regulations • 

. ~_e Co~'fslo~~s shall ha,:,~. the °authorjtyjo ° mgke-q.des ~dfegiilations not 
.inconsistent with this chapter concerning..p!iv.ate .... patrol services and special"Olt'lcers. 

(g) Permits; Nontransferable. 

Permits issued under this article are not transferable. This section shall not be construed to prohibit 
the owner of a private patrol service from selling, assigning or transferring such service, however any 
new owner, transferee, or assignee shall be required to qualify under this article before commencing 
operations or carrying on business as a private patrol service. ;. 

(h) Licenses anc:I Fees Not Exclusive. 

Fees and permits required by this article shall be in addition to any license, permit or fee required 
under any other chapter of this code. ° . 

SEC. 52.37.1. USE OF OFFICIAL POLICE TITLES BY PRIVATE AGENCIES - SIMILAR 
SUBTERFUGES - PROHIBITED. 

(a) "Chief Detectives," "Chief of Detective Bureau." 

No person shall use the title "Chief of Detectives" or "Chief of Detective Bureau" alone or in 
connection with any other tenn, phrase, symbol, initial or language, in carrying on any private business, 
employment or activity. 

(b) Other Police Titles. 

No person shall, in connection with any private business, employment or activity, use the title 
"Chief of Police," "Police Chief," . "Detective" or any other title or designation whatever calculated to 
indicate an official connection with the Police Department of this city or with the police force of any 
other govenunent or govenunent agency, unless accompanied by additional language clearly displaying 
without the use of initials or symbols, the identity of the private agency or employer on whose behalf the 
user of the title or designation is acting or purporting to act. 

(c) Police Operations. 

No person, other than a regular police officer of the City of Los Angeles, shall, for any purpose 
whatsoever, represent himself, of falsely represent another, to be a member of the Police Department of 
this city, or use any sign, word, language or device calculated to induce a false or mistaken belief that he 
is acting or purporting to act on behalf of the Police Department of this city within the scope of any real 
or purported duty thereof. 

(d) Collections, etc. 

No person other than a regular police officer of this city, acting within the scope and course of his 
official duties, shall use any sign, badge, title or designation, or make any express or implied 
representation, calculated to induce the belief that he is a member of the police force of this city, or 
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RULES AND REGULATIONS GOVERNING PRIVATE 
PATROLS AND PRIVATE PATROL SPECIAL OFFICERS 

,.N AOO'TION ro .r.n ""ws .. NO cnv o"a'N.NC.I, 

PItIVATE PATROL 'ERM,T: Ho p."on .h.1I ",.n., •• cond"ct 0' cu,., on tho b".i" •••• f. 
p,i ... t. p,trol .. n'." und., ."d .. , .utho,ity .. , , w,itt.n ,.,mit 'ro", tho 1001,4. 

I. E .. ch ,.rmitt •• ,h.1I h .... ,,,d m.intai" , buain .... dd, .... "d/o, '" .",."."c, •• ,.,hew. 
", .. mb., wh., •• comp,n, '.p, ••• "t,.i ... i, i",,,,.diA,.I, .... iIAbl. '0 ",.mb.,. 01 .h. Lee 
A",.I •• 'o'ic. C.,utm."t on , 24 ho", p., d • ., .... i •• 

l. Ho .durti •• m."t 0' '''y ki"d .hAII i" A"., W., i",p', th.t ,h. p.trol .. ,.,ic. i. , p.rt of tho 
lOI A",.I.a Po'ic. C.pArt",."t 0' .ny oth., '.w .",o,c.",."t "."cy. 0' lI"d., co".,.c, or in 
."y oth., w., conn.ct.d th.,.with. 

l. A CO" of .n, .d ... rti .. ",.n'. lIotico. 0' urd .... d .. , • p.,mitt ••• h.II b. ,u"miH.d to ... 
loard of Polic. Co",,,,i .. ion.,.. 

4. Unl ... p,io, ••• "'ptioll in writin, i. ,,,nt.d by tho lo"d of Polic. Commiasioll.". ,II "'._ 
b.,. 0' , Pri ... t. P,t,ol .h,1I b. in 'ull Pri .. ,t. Patrol .. "ifo,m at ,II tim., ... h.n p.rformin, '"' 
d .. " 0' ,."ic. i"cid."t.1 to tho op."tion of. Pri .. ,t. Patrol. 

S. Th. -u,i", 0' di.pl.,i", of tho "Adg •• ,nd/o, w.'pon, ,nd tho carr,i", of lo.d.d_upon. I.., 
, pri"At' p.tro' op.,.tor. hi' em,'oy,e. or .elf.employed Sp.ci,' Officer i. prohi&it.d •• c.,.. 
... hi'. p.,fo,,,,in, ,.",ic .. II • ',i .. at. P,t,o' Speci.1 Offic.,. 

6. Only anis".d IUldge. illu.d by tho Bo.,d •• h." b. worn b, tho P,i .. ,t. P,trol op."to,. hit 
.mp'o' ..... "d ,.If-.",p'oy,d Sp.ci.1 Offic.,., wh.n ,e,fo,min, •• ",icOl II • Sp.ci,1 Offlc.,. 

7. I,d,., i ..... d by the Bo,rd .h.II on'y b. worn b., the Sp.ci,1 Officer to ... horn tho b,dg .... 
i ..... d. 

•• Any u"ifo,m worn by tho '.rmitt •• • •• m,lo., ••• ,h.1I b •• I.t. ,r.y in colo,. 
9. H.t .mbl.m, 0' ,ioe., .h.1I b. ullifo,m for .,ch .m,loy •• of , "trol .. ",ic ••• lIef .han .. ' 

.;r.~., ill color ,,,ef of , d •• i,,, .ppro ... d by tho Po,ic. Commi.,io" 0' its ".",. ~- .. ~ " ----
10. rmplo, ••• ddr ••• ch,,,,.' ,h,1I be m.int,in.d by na. p.,mitt ••• nd u •• ubj.et to in.~ ..• 

by tho loard or ita "."t. . 
11. r,ch ... hicJ. u •• d for .h. ,ur,o •• of ,atrolli", ,h,1I h, ••• h. follerwin,: Th. Polic. Com,,&;' 

.io" numb., illu.d to tho p.,mit holder. i" no I." .h,n linch I.tt,,. ,nd lIum.,.I" I ... 
I.,st .h, •• ,Iac.s; 0". on tho low., ou •• id. ,ortion of .he d,i •• r·. doo,; on, on the low., .... 
lid. portion of tho p .... n,e,·, doo, 0" tho ,ight .id. of the ".hicl.: .• lId on. on tho oUbief. 
,." •• ctio" of the ... hicl. and these th.n b. cl."I, .. i,i&l. and , .. d.b'. f,orn SO f .... Th .. 
I.tten ,nd lIumo"l, sh.1I b. p.,m.n.ntly attach.d. 
Hot.: It sh,lI be the '.i,ibili,., of the pormit hold.r to r.mov. 0' cau •• to be ,.mo •• ef 

.,id ,.".,. .nd n .,.111. upon ul. 0' t""sf., of .,id ... hicl. to , lIolI.p,trol functioll. 
12. Each hold., of , P,i ... t. p' rol ,.,mit .h.1I hold monthly in".ctio", of ,11 unifo,ms. roqulnd 

id.lI.ificatio" card •• b,d, •••• quipm.II'. ,mmu"ition. _nef •• 'po"" ,Reco,d. of i".pectioas 
.h.n b. m,in,.in.d for, p.rioel of 011. y • ., ."ef b. a",il.bl. to tho Commiuio" 0' th.i, agent 
upon ,.qu •• t th.,.of. 

'@ All Pri.,t. Pat,ol op.,ato,. ,nd .e!f •• mployed S,.ci,1 Offic.,. ,hall p,ep" •• nd deli .. , _ • 
• mploy •• li't to tho 80ard four (4) 'ime, po' y.". n. •• mploy •• Ii,t ,h.1I be ,ec.i".d b, ... 
lo"d "0 lat.r than Janu.ry 10th. April 10th. July 10th. ,nd ,Octob., 10th of .,ch care"ef., 
y.". The .mploy •• li't .h,II i"c/ud. tho emplo, •• •• n.m •• Polic. Commi .. ion numb.,. 'olic. 
Commission B.dge number. St •• e Identific.ation nu",b., ."d oth., St,t. requi,.d certifica.ion. 
(i.e .• Firea,m •• Baton. Ch.mic,1 agent,. etc. ). 

14. When, Sp.cial Offic., hal le .. er.d employm."t with any ,riut. patrol. or has co",d to por­
form the duti •• which ,equi,. the issu,nce of , Sp.ci.1 Offic.,', id.ntific.tion ca,d and ",ck •• 
the Special Offic.,·, ,m,/oy." 0' if •• If-om,lo.,.d. tho S,.ci.1 Offic." .h,II, within twll (fa' d,,. of t.,mi"atio". ,.tu,n the Speci.1 Offic.,. id.ntification ca,d ."d b,d,. to .h. 'olic. 
Commi .. ;o". Th. id."tific.ation card ,nd badge rllmain tho prop."., of the los Ang.I., 'olice 
D.p,rtm.nt. , 
Hote: The pri •• t. patrol compan., .mp/oyi", the Sp.ci,1 Offic., .h,1I ,ct II tho ,utfsoriz.ef 

".nt of tho 80.rd '0' the sol. pUlpo,. of obt.i"in, .nd ,.turnin, th. t.rmi".ted ..... 
ploy •• •• id.ntification card ~nd b.dg •• 

15. UPOII request, in conn.ction with hi' duti ••• a Sp.ci,1 Offic., .h.1I id.ntify him .. " II • 
Sp.ci.1 Offic., and ,i., hi' n.m., bad,. lIumb." ,,,d .mploye,·, lI.m •. At 110 tim •• h,1I •• 
• 0 co"duct hi"'I.1f by word 0' ma"lIe' as to lead others to b.li .... that h. pO ...... 1 th. ,o_r 
to .n'orce T,affic Regulatio", 0' iuue Traffic Citation, •• nd h •• h.1I not interf.,. with 0' 
att.mp' to i"flu.nce 'he I .... ful b .. s,,,ess of ,ny p."on. 

16. A loard R .. le which is ruled to be in"alid by , Co .. rt ~f competen' jurisdic'ion shall IIOt i"".Ii­
Ii,t. ,h. romain,ng Board R"les. 

17. iii. I»"".t: Patrol operator .n .. U Ic:rcrard co~,es 0; all compl.ints ,.gardins ,h. acti.iti., of 
,ha, I»ri"l~e Par,ol ;::e,mittee and. or hil Ige.,,.. T!otes •• h.n be i,,"estigat.d bl" mllmbo,. of 
the Lo, "'"seles 'oiice Della"''''''''' a"d are ."bicc~ ~o re"i .... by 'he Bo,rd of p.,lice Commi .. 
sionc~s. 

18. E .. ch holder of • 'ri .. a,e '''''01 p.rmit shall ke.p posted i" , co"spic .. ou. location in hi. loc.' 
,lace of b ... inen , cop, of thea. ,u'es a"d , copy 0' the rul •• ,nd la ... s rag .. I,'in, 'ri., •• 
P .. "ol Offic." and .h.n keep eopi., the,eof ,1'0 auil.bl. fo, r ... i.w d ,h. m.ill ,I,ce of 
b",inc" of uid op."tor. 

19. Viol.tion of any .f these rul .. , or tho .io".ion of any St.t. ,,,d/o, loc,1 I.w i" Co"".ction 
with tho op.ration of • ',i.I'e Patrol. m.y b. e.use '0' ,u'p.nsio" ,ndlo, ,."oe,tio" of tho 
permit h.ld by tho P,i .. ", 1',"01 ope,.to, or th.ir ."'plo, •••• 

Adopted by th •. BOAtd 0' 1»0licII Commi .. ionc,. ,t. '.gul" m •• ting of D.cemb.r 11. 1975. 
Amolld.d Ap,il 19. 1980. 
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Business Improvement Districts (a.I.D.s) are an k;;~~t·~l~~-p~v~i~~ership be~g used throughout Los 

Angeles as an economic development tool to enhance business districts. B.LD.s are established by an action of the City 
Council in order to assist businesses, or the property owners, to initiate improvements and activities that benefit the 
businesses, their employees, their customers and the community in the immediate area. Their efforts may include 
newsletters, street banners, maintenance services and private patrol services. Frequently, the B.I.D.s adopt color themes 
to provide a unique identity for their area. 

As with any innovative effort, problems can arise when beginning implementing a program. For example, the 
Downtown Center Business Improvement District (B.I.D.) has established a private patrol service and provided it with 
uniforms in the B.I.D.s theme colors. Recently, the Police Commission, which regulates private patrols, has put the 
Downtown Center B.LD. and other B.I.D.s on notice for failure to comply with its rules and regulations regarding private 
patrol services. Specifically, the Commission's rules require that private patrol service uniforms be grey in color. The 
notification also indicates that the Downtown Center B.LD. needs to pay the City's permit fees. 

State law also regulates private patrols and sets mandatory fees, including those for licenses, firearms, batons and 
insurance. Section 52.34 of the Los Angeles Municipal Code (L.A.M.C.), which regulates private security patrols and 
officers, is intended to set forth guidelines for the Police Commission in its oversight of these State-regulated entities. 
The ordinance requires a City private patrol service permit and levies a "per officer" fee based on the City's cost incurred 
to exercise such oversight. The ordinance also authorizes the Police Commission to specify the type of uniform, 
equipment (including vehicles), badges and insignia that are used by any private patrol service or its agents and 
employees. The Commission's rules allow for waivers of its regulations. 

The Downtown Center B.LD. states that the City's fees and requirements, in combination with those of the 
State's, are prohibitive given the B.I.D.'s limited financial resources. They also indicate that the regulation of uniform 
color conflicts with their operational philosophies. The Commission has notified this B.LD. that it will commence 
enforcement of the citation effective April 1, 1999. 

As more B.I.D.s are established, similar problems may arise between their initiatives and the specific details of 
the City's public safety rules and regulations. Those rules should be reviewed to see what modifications might be made 
to assist the B.LD.s in the achievement of their goals, while still allowing the City to provide the necessary required 
public safety oversight. An initial effort in assisting B.LD.s was a previous Council motion (Alatorre-Bernson, C.F. 97-
2341) that proposed that B.LD.s be exempted from police permit fees for supplemental security services provided by the 
B.LD. This motion is in the committee process pending a report from the City Administrative Officer. 

I THEREFORE MOVE that the City Council request the Police Commission, with the assistance of the City 
Attorney, to report within 15 days regarding their requirements and enforcement activities under L.A.M.C. Section 52.34 
- Private Patrol Service - Regulations, and how the rules can be modified to better coincide with the Mayor and Council's 
goals and objectives in creating B.LD.s citywide, while still maintaining guidelines that protect the public's and officer's 
safety. 

I FURTHER MOVE that the City Council request the Police Commission to cease their enforcement against the 
City's Downtown Center B.LD. and its private patrol service, and any other B.LD.s, until this matter has been reviewed 
by the City Council. 

11 UuRTHER MOVE that the City Administrative Office report back within 15 days on the previous Council 
m~Alatorre-Bernson, C.F. 97-2341) relative to the exemption ofB.LD.s from police permit fees for supplemental 
security services provided by the B.LD.s. 

M/)· 
ADOPTED 

MAR 1 6 1999 

March 5, 1999 LOS ANGELES CITY COUNCIL 

PRESENTED BY: 

SECONDED BY: 



PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE, SPECIAL MEETING 

MONDAY, MARCH 29, 1999 

ROOM 315, CITY HALL - 1 PM 
200 N. MAIN ST., LOS ANGELES, CA 90012 

MEMBERS: COUNCIL MEMBER LAURA CHICK, CHAIR 
COUNCIL MEMBER MICHAEL FEUER 

(Adrienne Bass - Legislative Assistant II - 213-237-0379) 

Note: Assistive listening devices are available at the meeting; upon 72 hour 
advance notice, other accommodations, such as sign language interpretation, and 
translation services will-be provided. Contact the Legislative Assistant listed 
above for the needed services. TOO available at (213) 485-4735. 

FILE NO. 

95-1000-
S5 

99-0312 

SUBJECT 

( 1) 
Police Department report back with policy statements, 
operation orders or any other disseminated information 
instructing personnel regarding the role and authority 
,of the Inspector General and penalties for retaliations 
against whistle blowers or persons reporting incidents 
of mishandling of the administration of discipline to 
the Inspector General. (Also referred to the Personnel 
Committee) 

Fiscal Impact statement Submitted: No 

DISPOSITION ________________________________________ __ 

. (2) 
Department of Animal Services report regarding the 
Special Enforcement Unit (SEU) relative to stray and 
packing dog problems, pursuant to Motion (Chick­
Walters) • 

Fiscal Impact statement Submitted: No 

DISPOSITION ________________________________________ __ 
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99-0355 

98-0560-
S5 

95-1384 

(3) 
Motion (Chick-Alatorre-Hernandez) relative to the 
Police Commission to report regarding their require­
ments and enforcement activities relative to Private 
Patrol Services and how the rules can be modified to 
better coincide with the Mayor and Council's goals and 
objectives in creating BIDs citywide, the Police 
Commission to cease their enforcement against the 
Downtown Center BID and its private patrol service and 
and other BIDS until this matter has been reviewed and 
the CAO to report on the exemption of BIDS from police 
permit fees for supplemental security services provided 
by the BIDS. 

Fiscal Impact Statement submitted: No 

DISPOSITION C ~ ~ .I. -""Q ~ td -11-

(4) 
Community Development Department and Police Department 
to repo t on the use of Federal Law Enforcement Block 
Grant s 'ngs for the LA Bridges program and a review 
of possi expenditure of remaining Block Grant 
savings. 

Fiscal Impac Statement Submitted: No 

DISPOSITION ____ ~------------------------------------

(5) 
Police Department eport back on the COPS Universal 
Hiring Grant deplo ent plan, money for supervisors, 
equipment and facili ies needed for this program. 

Fiscal Impact Submitted: No 

DISPOSITION, ____________ ~----------------------------

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE, SPECIAL MEETING 
Monday - March 29, 1999 
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\ CITY ',-- _ LOS ANGELES SPEAKER ~_ .RD 

Council File No., Agenda Item, or Case No. 

I wish to speak before the ------~__:__''-I'-_+_--~.........,'--'-'-___4._----------------

to speak for or age;' st a proposal on the agenda? ~( ) For proposal 
) Against proposal 

Name: --~-J"-.-Lf:~-IH~~~--~-""--~~~~~~-=----------- ) General comments 

Address: _____ ~~~~-~~~~~~~-~~-----~~~~~~~~~~-~~~-L-
Street City 

Busi4ne: ;7iJt2 Oftf/l Representing: ------------------­

CHECKf{RE IF YOU ARE A PAID SPEAKER AND PROVIDE CLIENT INFORMATION BELOW: D 
Client Name: _____________________________ Phone #: _____ _ 

Client Address: _---::-:---:--___________ --:::::--________ ----,::-:--:-____ -= _____ _ 
Street City State Zip 

Please see reverse of card for important information and submit this entire card to the presiding officer or chairperson. 
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, 

J. MICHAEL CAREY 
City Clerk 

( .. 
~ . CITY OF Los ANGB..s 

Office of the 

When makinginqnirles 
relative to this matter 
refer to roe. No. 

99 - 0"355 

.March 17, 1999 

Council Member Chick 
Council Member Hernandez 
Police Department 
City Attorney 
Council Member Walters 

CALIFORNIA 

RICHARD J. RIORDAN 
MAYOR 

ciTY CLERK 
Council and PUblic Services 

Room 611i, City Hall 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 

Cowicil File Information. (213) 486·6703 
GeneraUnformadon • (213) 486·6706 

Council Member Alatorre 
City Administrative Officer 
Police Commission (with file) 

RE: . REQUIREMENTS AND ENFORCEMENT ACTIVITIES UNDER THE LOS.ANGELES 
MUNICIPAL CODE (LAMC) SECTION 52.34 - PRIVATE PATROL SERVICE -
REGULATIONS 

At the meeting of the Council held Ma;rd~ .16, 1999:~ the following 
action was taken: 

At tached report adopted .............................. -......... _____ _ 
Attached motion (Chick - Alatorre - Hernandez) adopted......... X 

·Attached res9lution adopted () .......... ~ ....................... _____ _ 
Mayor . concurred ................................... , ................. ____ --'-_ 
FORTHWITH ........................................................ ---, ___ _ 
Ordina·nce· adopted .............................................. _____ _ 
Motion adopted to approve attached report ...................... _____ _ 
Motion adopted to approve communication ........................ _____ _ 
To the Mayor FORTHWITH ......................................... _____ _ 
Mayor' vetoed· .................................................... _____ _ 
Mayor approved .......... ~ ...................................... _____ _ 
Mayor failed to act - deemed approved ........................... _____ _ 
Findings adopted ......... -............ ~ ........................... 0 _____ _ 

Negative Declaration adopted ................................... _____ _ 
Categorically exempt ............................................ _____ _ 
Generally exempt ................................................ _____ _ 

City Clerk 
af 
steno\990355 
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enda Item, or Case No. 
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PU6b/C 
I wish to speak before the ________ --=~ ____ ~~:;,;;:::~:__-------------

Name of City Agency, Department, r Council 

ublic comment, or to speak for or against a proposal on the agenda? ( ') For proposal 
( ) Against proposal 

Name: ___ ~~_~~~_~~_~~~_/_~ __________________ ~~e~romm~~ 

Bu~ne~oro~an~dOnAffil~tiOn:~~_~~~~~_~~_~~~~~A~~~~_~~~~~~~/_~~~~~~/~_~~~~~~_ 
Address: / 0 & I CJ '!:!t 5/, 5 rg· Ceo- 6 ...25 ~/I 

Street City 

Business phone: ~ ~ 7 (5 ~O~b~presenting: 77{g-

CHECK HERE IF YOU ARE A PAID SPEAKER AND PROVIDE CLIENT INFORMATION BELOW: 

Client Name: ___________________________ Phone #: ____ _ 

Client Address: ---::.,------.,--------------------::c::----------~----__=_-----
Street City State Zip 

Please see reverse of card for important information and submit this entire card to the presiding officer or chairperson. 



I Date 
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CITY OF LOS ANGELES SPEAKER L .. fiD 

Council File No., Agenda Item, or Case No. 
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I~Sh~~~~~re~e_~R_~~6~~_/~c __ ~_.~~~~~~~=~~~/~~~~ __________________ _ 

Name of City Agency, Department, Committee or Council 

Do you wi h to provide general public comment, or to speak for or against a proposal on the agenda? ( ) For proposal 
( ) Against proposal 

Name: ()Q General comments 

Bu~ne~orO~anizationAffil~tiOn:~~~=~~~~_~c~~~~~~~~~·-__________________ _ 

Address: ...... 6.....,():.....!b"'-----=.1==:-w-O .....,--->(J<....:LI=,)=e __ ..i=· ~/ ___ ;--""/,___'()=--(}=--<.>_=:_--L-t4-----__:=:__:__-~--=-~---'-()..L.I--LY__=_----
Street City State Zip 

Business phone: 273 -{, 2 Y-U Ifb Representing: ~i\J c./X ,/;.ZtJ 

CHECK HERE IF YOU ARE A PAID SPEAKER AND PROVIDE CLIENT INFORMATION BELOW: D 
Client Name: ____________________________ Phone #: ____ _ 

Client Address: -----::--------------=:-:c----------~----__=_------
Street City State Zip 

Please see reverse of card for important information and submit this entire card to the presiding officer or chaimerson. 



CITY OF LOS ANGELES SPEAKER (,r..iD 

Council File No., Agenda Item, or Case No. 

l~sh~speakbcloffi~e~~~~8~'~/~C~~~~~~~~~~_~~~Y~~~· ~~~~/L~~~_E_~_.~~~~~~~~~~~~~~_ 
Name of City AgenfY, Department, Committee or Council 

Do you wish to ovide general public comment, or to speak for or against a proposal on the agenda? ( ) For proposal o ( ) Against proposal 
----Name: ~;V;41. iJ mscHA L L . *" General comments 

Business or Organization Affiliation: CEHZiAL c~TY EAis/ ASS()c;.. ~k/fW~.It>s. 
7 

Address: 7/1/f.5. SAN libRO LOs ,41Y~~LF...S C',+- roeJ'/~ 
Street City State Zip 

Business phone: .:lIJ-:l,?g-- Z9-gy Representing: 7O"y bwlV' OA /)/1) £lJS ~ 
CHECK HERE IF YOU ARE A PAID SPEAKER AND PROVIDE CLIENT INFORMATION BELOW: D 
Client Name: ____________________________ Phone #: _~~_~ 

Client Address: _----;:;-:---;--___________ -;:::-::-_________ -;::::-:--___ --=:-_____ _ 

Street City State Zip 

Please see reverse of card for important information and submit this entire card to the presiding officer or chairperson. 



FILE NO. SUBJECT 

(6) 

94-0515-S2 report relative to proposed ordinance 

95-0374 

99-0355 

nding var10US prov1s10ns of Chapter X of the 
L.A .C. to regulate the purchase of firearm ammuni­
tion, pursuant to Motion (Feuer - Walters - Ridley­
Thomas et al) 

Fiscal t statement Submitted: No 

DISPOSITION __ ~~ ____________________________________ __ 

Department r City Administrative 
Officer to report relat e to the Department's Revolv­
ing Training Fund (RTF) nd two amendments to allow 
funds generated from the oposed college affiliation 
program to be received by th Fund and to increase the 
Fund's cap from $1 million 0 $1. 5 million. (also 
referred to the Budget and Fin Committee.) 

Fiscal Impact 

DISPOSITION 
----------------------------~~--------------

(8) 

continued 'from meeting of 9-27-99 
city Administrative Officer and City Attorney to report 
relative to private patrol services and officers 
operating in Business Improvement Districts, permit 
fees, Los Angeles Municipal Code amendments and related 
matters, pursuant to Motion (Chick - Alatorre -
Hernandez). 

Fiscal Impact Statement Submitted: No 

DISPOSITION C'1""1 A-~ _ J?,cAr-<" au '1<'> 

-t!z",...,,..;w: ~.J'~ ~ 

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 
Monday.- November 15, 1999 



PUBLIC ETY COMMITTEE, SPECIAL M. 

,MONDAY,. SEPTEMBER 27, 1999, 

ROOM 315, CITY 'HALL - '10:00 AM 

ING 

200 N. MAIN ST., LOS ANGELES, CA 90012 

MEMBERS: COUNCILMEMBER CINDY MISCIKOWSKI, .~IR 
. COUNCILMEMBER NICK PACHECO './ 

COONClbKEM8ER JOeL U~€HS 

(John A. White - L~gisl~ti~~_Assist~nt - 213-485-5707) 

Note: Assi'stive listening devii:esare, available at the meeting; upon 72 hour 
advance' notice, other accommodations, such as sign language interpretation, and 
translation services will be provided.· Contact the 'Legislative Assistant. listed 
above for the needed, services. '. TDO ,available at (213) 485-4735. 

FILE NO. SUBJECT 

, (1) , 
99-1288-S1 'city Administrative Officer (CAO) report relative to a 

transmittal from the Board Police Commissioners regard­
ing the implement tion of, and the 'contracting for, the 
police D~partm~n 's new toll-free non-emergency phone 
number 1-877-ASK- D. (Also referred to the Budget and 
Finance commit,tee) 

Fiscal Impact No 

DISPOSITION __________ ~--------------------------------

(2 
95-2019-S5 CAO report relative to communication ,from the Board of 

pol~ce Commissioners ap roving a contract with Absolute 
Towil'lg to provide Offi ·al Police Garage service in the 

99-1596 

Police Department's Holl 

Fiscal Impact Statement bmitted: No 

DISPOSITION ______________ ~~----~--------------------

(3) 
Communication from the Boa Po of Police commissioners 
relative to the City's Fal e Alarm Program and the 
status of. the Police Depart nt's Burglar Alarm Unit, 
the collection of alarm perm· t fees and false alarm 
fines, and recommendations for reducing false alarms. 

Fiscal Impact Statement Submitt d: No 

DISPOSITION ______________________ ~---------------------

PUBI;.IC SAFETY COMM·ITTEE 
*** SPECIAL MEETING *** 

Monday - . 'september ~7, 1999 



99-1627 
,- ( 4) 

Communication from the Board of Fire Commissioners 
relative to the 1997 Brush Clearance Appeals Hearings 
report and recommendations of the Hearing Examiner. 

Fiscal Impa statement Submitted: No 

DISPOSITION __ ~ ______________________________________ __ 

(5) 
99-0600-S5 CAO report reI tive to the nuisance abatement and 

revocation activ~~ies of the Code Enforcement Policy and 
Implementation Co ittee. 

96-0150 

Fiscal Impact Submitted: Yes, by the CAO 

DISPOSITION ________ ~--------------~------------------

( ) 
Department of Buildin and Safety report relative to 
Inter-Agency Slum Housi g Task Force Statistics for the 
period of January 1, 19 9 through June 30, 1999. 

Fiscal Impact Statement· 

DISPOSITION ______________ ~---------------------------

(7) 
'94-1135-S1 CAO and Animal Regulation Dep rtment reports relative to 

increasing equine license fees from $14 to $20 to cover 
costs associated with program dministration. (Waived 
by the Governmental Efficiency mmittee. Also referred 
to the Budqet and Finance commi ~ee.) 

99-1642 

99-1050 

Fiscal Impact Statement Submitted. Yes, by the CAO. 

DISPOSITION ________ ~--------------~-----------------

(8) 
Communication from the Emergency 0 erations Board 
relative to the 1999 Los Angeles Emergen Preparedness 
Fair. 

Fiscal Impact Statement Submitted: No 

DISPOSITION.~------------------------------~~--------

(9) 
Communication from the Emergency Operation 
relative to the May 25, 1999 Y2K contingency 
Exercise After-Action Report. 

Fiscal Impact Statement Submitted: No 

DISPOSITION __________________________________________ __ 

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 
*** SPECIAL MEETING *** 

Monday - September 27, 1999 



.. 
Items 10, 11, and 12 are inactive files that may be considered for 
receive and file action. 

97-1416 

97-1476 

97-0241-
Sl 
CD 8 

99-0355 

(10 ) 
Animal Regulation 0 artment report relative to prohib­
iting the ownership of snakes, except by snake-owners 
who seek a special p mit, pursuant to attached Motion 
(Bernson-Chick). 

Fiscal Impact statement Submitted: Yes, by ARD 

DISPOSITION ____________ ~~----------------------------

(11) 
Motion (Bernson-Chick) relat ve to upgrading the Police 
Department. Air Support Di ision's Tactical Flight 
Officers to Police Officer I +2 positions due to the 
increasing technical complexit of their duties. 

Fiscal Impact 

DISPOSITION ______________________ ~--------------------

(12) 
Motion (Ridley-Thomas - Miscikowski relative to the 
expansion of the PACE program cityw de and related 
issues. (At their special meeting h ld september 13, 
1999, the community and Economic Deve opment committee 
recommended that council receive and ole this matter, 
inasmuch as this issue was addressed the 1999-2000 
community Development Block Grant.) 

Fiscal Impact Statement Submitted: No 

DISPOSITION ________________________________________ __ 

(13) 
continued from meeting held 9-20-99 
CAO and city Attorney to report relative to private 
patrol services and officers operating in Business 
Improvement'Districts, permit fees, Los Angeles·Munici­
pal Code amendments, and related matters, pursuant to 
Motion (Chick-Alatorre-Hernandez). 

Fiscal Impact Statement submitted: No 

DISPOSITION C~ {f't 'd ~ ~ c:iOM s 

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 
*** SPECIAL MEETING *** 

Monday - September 27, 1999 



99-1442 

99-0186 

99-1505 

95-0204 

ps0927sp.agd 

continued fro 9-20-99 
City Attorney pursuant to Motion (Bernson-
Chick), relativto the status of any legal provisions, 
if any,. which, ould- be used to prohibit the practice of 
urinating in p fie, and if necessary to prepare any 
accom~ariying dr ft ordinances to authdrize the ~olice 
Department to is e citations to persons who urinate in 
.public. 

Fiscal Impact Submitted: No· 

:DISPOSITION _________ ~--.-----------------------------------------------

. (15) 
continued from 9~20 99 
city Attorney, .Fire epartment, and CAO reports relative 
to the deploylnemt,· f nding, and potential liability for 
the use of ~utomate External Defribillators by City 
personnel in emergen y situati~ns, pursuant to Motion 
(Svorinich-Chick). 

Fiscal Impact Submitted: No 

DISPOSITION' 
------------~~-------------------------------

(i6) 
continued from 9-20-g9 
ci ty Attorney, in cooper tion with the Department of 
Building and Safety r ort, pursuant to Motion 
(Miscikowski-FeUer), relat've to a moratorium ordinance 
with. an urgency ,clause temp -arily prohibit the issuance 
of permits for any full mo ion video sign's within the 
city of Los Angeles fora pe 'od of one year and. two 90-
day extensions to be approv d by Council resolution. 
(Also referred'to the PlanniD and Land Use Management 
Committee) - ' , 

Fiscal Impact Statement No 

DISPOSITION ________________ ~ ___ ------~---------__.---------------

(17) 
continued from 9-20-99 
city Attorney ,reports relative to helicopter usage in 
the Cahuenga Pass and·regulating p ivate or commercial 
flights in City a~rspace, pursuant Motion (Ferraro -
Ridley-Thomas). 

Fiscal Impact Statement Submitted: N 

DISPOSITION _________________________________ ~~-----------------

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 
*** SPECIAL MEETING *** 

Mortda~ - ieptemb~r 27, 1999 



I Date 

7-/~-79 

CITY~. LOS ANGELES SPEAKER t .0 

Council File No., Agenda Item, or Case No. 

79-blSr 1:J:. J 

I wish to speak before the ?<AIlLIl SIttirtY C,"'/I11 ~ 
Name of City Agency, Department, Committee or Council 

Do youE' h to provide general public comment, or to speak for or against a prop~al on the agenda? ( ) For proposal 
( ) Against proposal 

Name: A..tJ fJA1dc Ie. t::.'L. r t-t-'Seneral comments 

Bu~oo~orO~~~dOOAffil~fun:~D~(A~J~~~~~~L~~~~a~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Address: ----"'bo=-u."_~J:"':-(J ----"O.....,L"'-LI-"'cI ..... ~'___s._=_-r __ ~___L./_=_,~(}1J~~----'LA-""'-"-'---____;;~~Od~/~'1!......--=:--___ _ 
Street City State Zip 

Business phone:2/1-(,2t.(-.1.../V J Representing: --!..:n:...:JYJ=~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~_ 

CHECK HERE IF YOU ARE A PAID SPEAKER AND PROVIDE CLIENT INFORMATION BELOW: D 
Client Name:_~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~_ Phone #: ~ ___ _ 

Client Address: -----;:::---:--~~~~~~~~~~~=-:-~~~~~~~~~_::_:_c,___~~~_=:_~~~~~-
Street City State Zip 

Please see reverse of card for important information and submit this entire card to the presiding officer or chairperson. 



NOTICE OF LOBBYING REGISTRATION 

If you are receiving compensation to make this appearance, the City's municipal lobbying 
ordinance (L.A.M.C. Section 48.01 et seq., as amended) may require you to register and report 
your lobbying activity. For more information about the City's lobbying law, contact the City 
Ethics Commission at (213) 237-0310, by fax at (213) 485-1093 or at 201 N. Los Angeles St., 
L.A. Mall, Suite 2, Los Angeles, CA 90012. 

Information about lobbying the City of Los Angeles may also be found on the Internet by 
accessing the Ethics Commission site on the City of Los Angeles "home page" located at 
http://www.ci.la.ca.us 

- --- --------



CITY c.. _ LOS ANGELES SPEAKER (. .0 

I Date 
Council File No., Agenda Item, or Case No. 

IWi~~~~b~ffi~e_~~_~_I_~_I_C __ ~_~_~_~_~~'~~~~Q~M~~~/~~~~~~~~, _________ ~ 
Name of City Agency, Department, Committee or Council 

( ) Against proposal 
Do you wish ~Vide 9/1 public comment, or to speak for or against a proposal on the agenda? ( ) For proposal 

Name: () N 19-~ C H/I? L V) General comments , 
B~ine~oro~an~donAffilidOO:~ __ C~C~~~~~ ___ ~ __________________ ~ 

Address: 71J'iS. Mil itbllo ~4. , 
Street City State -r-:- Zip 

Business phone: c2J3- J..:2 O~ ~ '/<$1./ Representing: _J:.£=/J~.t)~/-=JJ_I-/-~·_":"")_O-j)l~~2),:...:'j._".f_/...:.... f~_" C_I-_-___ ~ 
CHECK HERE IF YOU ARE A PAID SPEAKER AND PROVIDE CLIENT INFORMATION BELOW: D 
Client Name: ____________________________ Phone #: ____ _ 

Client Address: _----;::-:---:--___________ -;::-::-_________ -::-:-:--___ -=:-_____ _ 

Street City State Zip 

Please see reverse of card for important information and submit this entire card to the presiding officer or chairperson. 



NOTICE OF LOBBYING REGISTRATION 

If you are receiving compensation to make this appearance, the City's municipal lobbying 
ordinance (L.A.M.C. Section 48.01 et seq., as amended) may require you to register and report 
your lobbying activity. For more information about the City's lobbying law, contact the City 
Ethics Commission at (213) 237-0310, by fax at (213) 485-1093 or at 201 N. Los Angeles St., 
L.A. Mall, Suite 2, Los Angeles, CA 90012. 

Information about lobbying the City of Los Angeles may also be found on the Internet by 
accessing the Ethics Commission site on the City of Los Angeles "home page" located at 
http://www.ci.la.ca.us 



,.,-----------

CITY L LOS ANGELES SPEAKER t 40 

I Date or Case No. 

I~sh~speakb~ore~e~~~~_~_'_~_~_· ~~~~~~~(_~~~~_~~~=~~-~~~~~~~~~_ 
Name of City Agency, Department, Committee or Council 

Do you wish to provide general public comment, or to speak for or against a proposal on the agenda? ( ) For proposal 
,.-- /" --.t? ( ) Against proposal 

Name: ~D '§; £t:LiTvYh it/,J t):I)...General comments 

B~M~orO~~~~OO~li~OO: __ ~~ ___ ~~t~O_J ___ b_{_~_~~~_C~r~ _ _____ ~~~-_ 
Address: Cjt!L S~ ~- L -6:)..C:; L· A .. 

treet . _ State Zip 

Business phone: @I;j) 7 h> -1J&//e:,Representing: 'F7f>V/t ..p ,..J bc S 7>f. ( C 1 
CHECK HERE IF YOU ARE A PAID SPEAKER AND PROVIDE CLIENT INFORMATION BELOW: D 
Client Name: __________________________ ~ Phone #: ____ _ 

Client Address: _----=.,----.,----__________ ----=::--________ -=-____ -=.-____ _ 
Street City State Zip 

Please see reverse of card for important information and submit this entire card to the presiding officer or chairperson. 



U '44'-0 • * C •• Re. Pi , .... .. F ... 9 ••• ' ...... u p 

CITY l _os ANGELES SPEAKER c,4to 
I Date or Case No. 

IW~h~~e~b~orefue~~~~~~~_~_'_~_~~_~_.~~~.~~~/~~~·~~~~~~~~~. ~~~~~~~~~~ 
Name of City Agency, Department, Committee or Council 

Do you wish to provide general public comment, or to speak for or against a proposal on the agenda? ( ) For proposal ,.- r _C/ ( ) Against proposal 
Name: ..,jOe: C!L8'-:Yl' A/I") (~eneral comments 

r'~, it OJ )... ( r''Fv!?( C-
Business or~~anizationAffili~ion:~~~~~/~~~~~ I~~~~~~~~~~~~~~/~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Address: __ -;J:-f----:-'O""----"'_-:::e-· __ C;_~_V---=.5'--7_=_:t. ~5=---' z:::;...-_[_~_6--,~=--S----,::::-:,------=,---/-(='~...,.c........:~-+ 
treet _ . C' Zip 

Business phone: ~(!) 7 &5' "'-{)&~~epresenting:. Dr S T>e I C Z 
CHECK HERE IF YOU ARE A PAID SPEAKER AND PROVIDE CLIENT INFORMATION BELOW: D 
Client Name:~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~_ Phone #: ~~~~_ 

Client Address: ~---=~~~~~~~~~~~~---=C::--~~~~~~~~-::-__ ~~~-=-~~~~-
Street City State Zip 

Please see reverse of card for important information and submit this entire card to the presiding officer or chairperson. 



NOTICE OF LOBBYING REGISTRATION 

If you are receiving compensation to make this appearance, the City's municipal lobbying 
ordinance (L.A.M.C. Section 48.01 et seq., as amended) may require you to register and report 
your lobbying activity. For more information about the City's lobbying law, contact the City 
Ethics Commission at (213) 237-0310, by fax at (213) 485-1093 or at 201 N. Los Angeles St., 
L.A. Mall, Suite 2, Los Angeles, CA 90012. 

Information about lobbying the City of Los Angeles may also be found on the Internet by 
accessing the Ethics Commission site on the City of Los Angeles "home page" located at 
http://www.ci.la.ca.us 



I Date 

7-{tt--19 

CITY l LOS ANGELES SPEAKER l .0 

tD 1:{: ~ 32m
,., ca,. No. 

IWi~~~~kb~o~fue_~~~~~'_~~~~~~~~~~~~·~.~/_~_!~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Do you wish to provide general PUlliC comment, or to speak for or against a proposal on the agenda? ( ) For proposal 

·71 "t1 rJ ( ) Against proposal 
Name: keAvtflbI fttS U J/) ~General comments 

I 
L J "if"tf 

Business or~rganizationAffiliation: ~~~o~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~_ 

Address: S-~~ 4 S 
Street City 

Business phone: b I J 622 .., '1. tt I'Z Representing: -----1:!Kb~e",L/-4.B;L....LI---'IJ=· ~ ___________ _ 

CHECK HERE IF YOU ARE A PAID SPEAKER AND PROVIDE CLIENT INFORMATION BELOW: D 
Client Name:_~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~_ Phone #: _~~~~_ 

Client Address: ----:;::c----:--~~~~~~~~~~~____:::c_:__~~~~~~~~~~~~~~___=~~~~~~ 
Street City State Zip 

Please see reverse of card for important information and submit this entire card to the presiding officer or chair:person. 

I~ 



!!I-': ~~ .. p.? .,., .. ... ~ ,--, """;w-N ... '4!, ........... ,'""f· .... ~~l'...,·.,~"':".-~~·r·!'"~'o:--- .. "'''':7~ ~~ !".-.,.--,.~~ ..... - ..... ~ ' ............ ...,.......,... ... " .. .,....,.~ ..... 'I. ................... -~- ..... ~., 

\)~u\ ~\- SfX-°~ 
I 

CITY l _os ANGELES SPEAKER l 

CD 
Council File No., Agenda Item, or Case No. 

-03~ 

l~sh~speakb~orefue~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~/_~~~~' ~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
I Name of City Agency, Dep rtment, Committee or Council 

J "-
I 

Do you wish to provide general.puriC comment, or to speak for or against a proposal on the agenda? ( ) For proposal 
, . !J If ( ) Against proposal 

Name: k e t1 n f"(VI itS fA VJ ~ General comments 

Bu~M~mO~~izdOOAffil~OO:~~~/~5~b~r~I/~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Address: S- d--~ ~ I 

Street City 

Business phone: . A I ) 6 ~2 ~ J. 4, 1'& Representing: -----..r.4':F· -1:(;-' -b8~!-Lf)=--~~~~~~~~~~~-

CHECK HERE IF YOU ARE A PAID SPEAKER AND PROVIDE CLIENT INFORMATION BELOW: D 
, --

Client Name:~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~_ Phone #: ~~~~~_ 

Client Address: ~-----::-:----:--~~~~~~~~~~~----::::::--~~~~~~~~~=--~~~~---=~~~~~_ 
Street City State Zip 

Please see reverse of card for important information and submit this entire card to the presiding offic~r or chairperson. 

,. t . . ~. 
_~_~ __ --=-- ___ ~ _____ ~_. _____ ._.~ ___ . _~_""'--. ___ ~.-----._ .. _._~_~ __ .. _. __ ~.....L-' ____ <_,~_~ -'--._~. __ ~_a ___ ~~ ~ ~~ _____ ~ ._~_=._~~ __________ .. L. ____ ... _ • ____ ~_._. _____ ••• __ ._ 



NOTICE OF LOBBYING REGISTRATION 

If you are receiving compensation to make this appearance, the City's municipal lobbying 
ordinance (L.A.M.C. Section 48.01 et seq., as amended) may require you to register and report 
your lobbying activity. For more information about the City's lobbying law, contact the City 
Ethics Commission at (213) 237-0310, by fax at (213) 485-1093 or at 201 N. Los Angeles St., 
L.A. Mall, Suite 2, Los Angeles, CA 90012. 

Information about lobbying the City of Los Angeles may also be found on the Internet by 
accessing the Ethics Commission site on the City of Los Angeles "home page" located at 
http://www.ci.la.ca.us 



'. i PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 

MONDAY, JULY 19, 1999 

ROOM 315, CITY HALL - 2:00 PM 
200 N. MAIN ST., LOS ANGELES, CA 90012 

MEMBERS: COUNCIL MEMBER LAURA CHICK, CHAIR 
COUNCIL MEMBER MICHAEL FEUER 
COUNCIL MEMBER ALEX PADILLA 

(John A. White -, Legislative Assistant II - 213-485-5707) 

Note: Assistive listening devices are available at the meeting; upon 72 hour 
advance notice, other accommodations, such as sign language interpretation, and 
translation services will be provided. contact the Legislative Assistant' listed 
above for th~ needed services. TOO available at (213) 485-4735.. . 

FILE NO. 

99-0355 

99-1097 ' 
" 

SUBJECT 

(1) 
continued from special meeting held 5-24-99 
City Administrative Officer' (CAO) and'. City Attorney 
to report relativ~ to private patrol services and 
officers operating in Business' Improvement Districts, 
permit fees, Los Angeles Municipal Code amendments, 
and related matters, pursuant to Motion (Chick-
Alatorre-Hernandez). ' 

Fiscal. Impact statement submitted: No 

DISPOSITION_--.:-..~G....;:~:.=...;· ::..:...f'ol---.;..· .. ....,... ·--l.t!..=5:......;.:..-.· .~ut~~~· F+-;S+--_ ....... 
(2) 

CAO to report relative to the Police Department's· 
'Alarm unit staffing and pe~formance. 

Fiscal Impact submitted: NO 

DISPOSITION ________ ~----__ --~--------------------

(3) 
CAO report and Police Department to report relative 
to the S'upple~ental Police Account XIII Police 
Department expenditure an for the period January 1, 
1999 ,through December 3r' 

~iscal Imp.act mitted: Yes, by the CAO 

DISPOSITION ________ --,... _______________________ _ 

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 
Monday - July 19, 1999 



96-2387 

99-1074 

95-0730-S1 

96-0666 

99-0186 

j;.. • (4) 
Police Department report relative to the Department's 
role in nuisance abatement, use of the nuisance 
abatemen problem property referral form, and the 
Condition Use Permit process. 

statement Submitted: No 

DISPOSITION __ ~r-__________________________________ _ 

(5) 
Police Departmen report relative to new Department 
guidelines for m1 ority, women, and other business 
enterprise subcont actors outreach programs. (Also 
referred to the Go rnmental Efficiency committee.) 

Fiscal Impact t submitted: No 

DISPOSITION ____________ ~-----------------------------

(6) 
Police Department report elative to the Safe Parks 
Program for the period Jan ary through March, 1999. 

Fiscal Impact 

DISPOSITION ____________________ ~-------------------

(7) 
Fire Department report relativ 
phase-out schedule and work plan 
tasks associated with the FCCS II. 

Fiscal Impact Statement Submitted: 

a consultant 
the remaining 

DISPOSITION ____________________________ ~-----------

(8) 
City Attorney and Fire Department report and the 
CAO to report relative to the deployment, funding, 
and potential liability for the use of a tomated 
External Defribillators by city personnel i emer­
gency situations, pursuant to Motion (Svor'nich­
Chick) . 

Fiscal Impact Statement Submitted: No 

DISPOSITION ________________________________________ _ 

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 
Monday - July 19, 1999 



COUNCIL VOTE 

16-Mar-99 11:30:57 AM, #12 

ITEM NO. ( 3 0 ) 
Voting on Itern(s): 30 
Roil Call." " 

ALATORRE 
BERNSON 
CHICK 
FEUER 
GALANTER 
GOLDBERG 
HERNANDEZ 
HOLDEN 
MISCIKOWSKI 
RIDLEY-THOMAS 
SVORINICH 
*WACHS 
WALTERS 
FERRARO 

Present: 11, Yes: 

Yes 
Yes 
Yes" 
Yes 
Absent 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Absent 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Absent 
Absent 

11 No: 0 



G 
o 
o 
o 
o 
[2J 
o 
o 
o 
o 
[2J 

o 
o 
0' 
,0 
o 
o 
o 

SUGGESTED NOTIPlCATION OF COUNCIL ACTION 

Council Fil.e No. y1- tJ3S....s--
.,.. 

Council Kember(s) , , 
Interested Department ____ ~)j_O~/~l~rC~~~ ____________________________ __ 

Kayor (with/without file) 

Board of civil Service commissioners 

Personnel. Department 

City Administrative Officer 

City Attorney 

Chief Leqisl.ative Anal.yst 

Control.l.er 

Treasu~er 

.. 
Information Technoloqy Aqency 

,', 



CITY c. .....OS ANGELES SPEAKER clio 

I Date 

S-- IV-f7 
Council File No., Agenda Item, or Case No. 

I wish to speak before the 2",6bc. 54 kJq ~),~M~ I#u-
Name of City Agency, Department, Committee or Council 

Do you wish to provide general public comment, or to speak for or against a proposal on the agenda? ( ) For proposal 
/J ( ) Against proposal 

Name: ,/(IhIfJAU X, €L~ ~General comments 

Business or Organization Affiliation: -PW7'¥ C~ T1!Yt B:zp (lJctl.zc ) 

Address: LOb Sn, aU.,£ .sr 2f /lJO() LA 
Street ~ City Zip 

Business phone: '2.1) • {, 2Y-l-/ '16 Representing: ... "Dc...a..,,-"$~X()<.;£.. ________________ _ 

CHECK HERE IF YOU ARE A PAID SPEAKER AND PROVIDE CLIENT INFORMATION BELOW: D 
Client Name: _____________________________ Phone #: _____ _ 

Client Address: _--:~------------___=.".___---------=__----__=------
Street City State Zip 

Please see reverse of card for important information and submit this entire card to the presiding officer or chairperson. 
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:4.genda Item, or Case No, 

~ 12 I" <" M~N CO~ .IV) I~~~ I wish to speak before the __ --",_ 1A"----'!200::....::L.=----='-'~_=.,..;>_____' I~~---=_'-:....L~J.-------' -_ 'L-_ ..... lc........:... '--= O::.........::::c-'--______ _ 
Name of City Agency, Department, Committee or Council 

Do you wish to provide general public comment, or to speak for or against a proposal on the agenda? (*or proposal 
......"....-:: C' J ( ) Against proposal 

Name: -..l 0 ££ ~ rt? k / ( ) General comments 

Busine~orO~~~~onAffili~on: __ 7_~~_~ __ ~~c........:...~~~~/_~~_~~~~/_S_~_'---=~~C~~~ __ ~ ___ ~ 
Address: /10 8. err!- s;: 1.57T C-~YCL.tl ~ C,4. 90 072 

s~\et . ;r City ~ State'" Zip 

Business Phon&./~ ? I,s",.O",r Representing: pttSlltOM) I J-;-e" q-

CHECK HERE IF YOU ARE A PAID SPEAKER AND PROVIDE CLIENT INFORMATION BELOW: D 
. Client Name: ____________________________ Phone #: ____ _ 

Client Address: -----::,---------------:::-c----------=--:-------=-------
Street City State Zip 

Please see reverse of card for important information and submit this entire card to the presiding officer or chairperson. 
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Council File No., Agenda Item, or Case No. 

l~sh~speakb~offi~e~~~~~~~_~~/~~~~~~~~_~~~~Y~'~~~_~_~~~~/_~_~_~_-_~~~~~~~~~~ 
Name of City Agency, Department, Committee or Council 

Do you wish to rovide gen~r ublic comment, or to speak for or against a proposal on the agenda? ( ) For proposal 
I ( ) Against proposal 

Name: "V "/9S t!#A L\.... fJ(1 General comments 

Business or Organization Affiliation: C Ed ~A L c~ TV F;,,s r RSSoC/ A-7;;, r/ , 
Address: 7+' t' s: SAil n41'l" sr. ~-A . t:?A 90 0 I ¢ 

Street . City • Jtate Zip 

Business phone: 021]·~n· <j"¢1'/ Representing: roy 7J~.s 7L1C/ L~A- /)1 L> ~/.{) ":s 4 , 
CHECK HERE IF YOU ARE A PAID SPEAKER AND PROVIDE CLIENT INFORMATION BELOW: D 
Client Name:~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~_ Phone #: ~~~~_ 

Client Address: ~----::::--:--~~----,.~~~~~~~---=:--~~~~~~~~-=-:-:--~~~-=-~~~~_ 
Street City State Zip 

Please see reverse of card for important information and submit this entire card to the presiding officer or chairperson. 
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Council File No., Agenda Item, or Case No. 

IW~h~speakb~ore~e~~~~~~~b~\-~.~~~~=~=~~~~~~~_~_~~~~-._~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~_ 
Name of City Agency, Department, Committee or Council 

Do you wish to provide general public comment, or to speak for or against a proposal on the agenda? ( ) For proposal 
\ ( ) Against proposal 

S +eJQ.. G -, bSo,"" {)() General comments Name: 

Business or Organization Affiliation: 1-A. So k'. () '" U ~ s -\. r ~ c.. +-
Address: /I 0 E. N: "" of", S+. C "2.,- }..~ "!:> A "'S ~ b ~ C A 

Street City State Zip 
... ,"""::> '9 --:t. 

Business phone: a .S' ,.., <t 0 - J I ~ ...;> Representing: ______________________ _ 

CHECK HERE IF YOU ARE A PAID SPEAKER AND PROVIDE CLIENT INFORMATION BELOW: D 
Client Name: _____________________________ Phone #: _____ _ 

Client Address: _---;:;-:---:--___________ --;:;::-;--________ ----;:;-:-:-____ --=:-_____ _ 
Street City State Zip 

Please see reverse of card for important information and submit this entire card to the presiding officer or chairperson. 


