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Other Office Locations:   
East Los Angeles Office, 5228 Whittier Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90022 
Long Beach Office, 601 Pacific Ave., Long Beach, CA 90802 
Santa Monica Office, 1640 5th St., Suite 124, Santa Monica, CA 90401 
Ron Olson Justice Center, 1550 W. 8th Street., Los Angeles, CA 90017 

Legal Aid Foundation of Los Angeles 
South Los Angeles Office 
7000 S. Broadway 
Los Angeles, CA 90003 

1-800-399-4529
www.lafla.org

February 7, 2025 

VIA EMAIL 
Board of Transportation Commissioners 
City of Los Angeles 
Los Angeles City Hall 
200 N. Spring St. 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 

Re: Venice Dell Community Project – Demand to Cure Brown Act Violation 

Dear President Liban and Honorable Commissioners:  

On behalf of People Organized for Westside Renewal (“POWER”), we demand that the 
Board of Transportation Commissioners (the “Board”) cure the violation of the Ralph M. Brown 
Act (Government Code section 54950 et seq.) (the “Brown Act”) that the Board committed at the 
improperly noticed special meeting held on December 10, 2024 (the “Special Meeting”), with 
respect to the Venice Dell Community Project (the “Project”).    

On December 10, 2024, the Board held a Special Meeting in violation of the Brown Act. 
The Board’s Notice of the Special December 10, 2024, did not comply with the Brown Act.  

The California Government Code requires that a special meeting notice state, “the business 
to be transacted or discussed” and that “[n]o other business shall be considered at these meetings 
by the legislative body.” (Cal. Gov. Code, § 54956(a)).  The Board’s notice (attached as Exhibit 
1) merely stated as an action item: “Proposed Redevelopment of Municipal Parking Lot No. 731
in Venice for Affordable Housing.” There is no statement or explanation of the action to be taken
by the Board.  It is our understanding that at the December 10, 2024, Special Meeting, the
Department of Transportation determined that Lot 731 would not be used for the Project and
recommend that the Los Angeles Housing Department assess the feasibility of moving the Project
to Lot No. 701.  The Special Meeting notice gave no indication that the Board would be
considering these issues.

Because the Notice did not detail the “business to be transacted,” the Board had no 
authority under the Brown Act to take any action on the Project. (See Moreno v. City of King 
(2005) 127 Cal.App.4th 17 [holding that a special meeting agenda that merely stated "Public 
Employee (employment contract)" without indicating that the employee’s dismissal would be 
considered was insufficient notice of the item of business to be transacted or discussed].)  Despite 
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this, we understand that the Board did in fact vote at the Special Meeting.  The Board’s vote 
violated the Brown Act’s notice requirements under Government Code section 54956 and the 
violation deprived POWER of a fair opportunity to participate in the Board’s decision.  

Government Code section 54960.1 requires the Board either to cure or correct its actions, 
or to inform us of its intent not to do so within 30 days from the receipt of this demand.  If the 
Board fails to cure or correct its violations as demanded and required by law, we intend to seek 
judicial invalidation of the action taken by the Board at the December 10, 2024, special meeting 
pursuant to Cal Gov. Code § 54960.1.  

Thank you for your attention to this important matter. 

Sincerely, 

Kevin F. Mitchell | Managing Attorney 
Legal Aid Foundation of Los Angeles 
323.801.7968 direct | kfmitchell@lafla.org

CC:
Los Angeles City Council: clerk.cps@lacity.org
Laura Rubio-Cornejo, General Manager, Los Angeles Department of Transportation: laura.cornejo@lacity.org
Jay Kim, Assistant General Manager, Los Angeles Department of Transportation: jay.kim@lacity.org
Ken Husting, Los Angeles Department of Transportation: ken.husting@lacity.org
Michelle Cayton, Los Angeles Department of Transportation: michelle.cayton@lacity.org
Hydee Feldstein Soto, City Attorney, Los Angeles City Attorney’s Office: Hydee.FeldsteinSoto@lacity.org
John Heath, Los Angeles City Attorney’s Office: John.Heath@lacity.org
Michael Nagle, Los Angeles City Attorney’s Office: michael.nagle@lacity.org
Kevin Dufner, Los Angeles City Attorney’s Office: kevin.dufner@lacity.org
Yolanda Chavez, Los Angeles City Attorney’s Office: yolanda.chavez@lacity.org
Kevin Keller, Interim Deputy Mayor of Housing, Office of Mayor Karen Bass: kevin.keller@lacity.org
Star Parsamyan, Chief of Staff, Council District 11 Councilmember Traci Park: star.parsamyan@lacity.org
Arsen Voskerchyan, Los Angeles Bureau of Engineering: arsen.voskerchyan@lacity.org
Tricia Keane, Executive Officer, Los Angeles Housing Department: tricia.keane@lacity.org
Eric Claros, Director of Housing, Los Angeles Housing Department: eric.claros@lacity.org
Lisa Webber, Deputy Director of Planning, Los Angeles City Planning: lisa.webber@lacity.org
Juliet Oh, Senior City Planner, Los Angeles City Planning: Juliet.Oh@lacity.org
Anna Hales, Legal Aid Foundation of Los Angeles: ahales@lafla.org

Enclosure.
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