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EMPOWERMENT CONGRESS CENTRAL AREA NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL 
8475 S. VERMONT AVENUE LOS ANGELES, CA 90044   |   WWW.ECCENTRAL.ORG 

COMMUNITY IMPACT STATEMENT 

March 23, 2026 

To hon. members of  
Los Angeles City Council, the Charter Reform Commission,   
and the Board of Neighborhood Commissioners 

RE: CHANGES TO LOS ANGELES CITY CHARTER 

	 Empowerment Congress Central Area (ECC) Neighborhood Development 
Council strongly urges the Charter Reform Commission to add language that would 
protect, preserve, and enshrine Neighborhood Council elections to the Charter. 

	 Budget deficits and cost-cutting policies are not excuses for sidelining or 
outright cancelling democratic elections on the most basic local levels. If anything, 
given the current national political climate, we should protect them even more.  	 	
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	 While the Charter specifies elections every four years for positions like Mayor, 
Controller, City Attorney, and City Council — no such guarantees are provided for 
Neighborhood Council elections. This is unacceptable. 
   
	 In consultation with other Neighborhood Councils and the Los Angeles 
Neighborhood Council Coalition (LANCC), we have arrived at simple, suggested 
language to be added to the Charter: 

 "Neighborhood Council terms are set in their bylaws and elections/selections are 

held every two years.” 

	 We further ask the Charter Reform Commission to add to the City Charter a 
minimum $40,000 budget along with the LANCC recommendation (item #16 in the 
staff report dated Feb,3 —  “During budget challenges, the percentage of 

Neighborhood Councils’ budget reductions shall not be greater than that of the 

Office of the Mayor.  When the Mayor’s Office budget is restored after the budget 

challenge, the Neighborhood Council’s budgets are similarly restored.”) 

	 Like all city positions and organizations, Neighborhood Councils face budget 
cuts in the midst of disasters, pandemics, or economic crisis’. But unlike the other 
departments, Neighborhood Council budgets are not automatically restored when 
the crisis abates. We ask your help in keeping the Neighborhood Councils functional 
by providing the funds we need to operate. 

	 In the name of democracy, and as testament to the power of local government, 
we ask your commission to support these meaningful changes to the Charter. 

 	 This CIS was approved by a vote of our entire present and non-recused board 
members (10 in favor, 0 against), with no abstentions on March 23, 2026 during our 
Neighborhood Council’s designated meeting.  

  Janay Coplon 
Chairperson 

Empowerment Congress Central Area Neighborhood Development Council




