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I Ridley-Thomas 
gets 42-month 
prison term in 

j corruption case

"v ■ ■ 7 JASON ARMOND LOs, Angeles Times 

THE SENTENCING of Mark Ridley-Thomas re­
duced some people in court to tears on Monday.

I Sentence marks a — 
I shameful coda to his | 
I influential career in -L 
! Los Angeles politics.
" --------------
: By Matt Hamilton
' AND JULIA WICK
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What I didn’t 
expect were 
the tears.

Almost 
from the 
start ofthe 
sentencing 
hearing in 
downtown Los Angeles on 
Monday, it was clear that 
U.S. District Judge Dale S. 
Fischer wanted to make an 
example out of Mark Ridley- 
Thomas, the once high-
flying Black politician 
brought down by a public 
corruption scandal.

She admonished him 
repeatedly and unsparing 

“There is simply no 
justification for monetize 
one’s office,” Fischer de-

mastermind of a “shake­
down.” •

At another point, after 
Ridley-Thomas had again 
denied that he “crossed that 
line into illegal conduct,” 
she complained that the 
former member ofthe L.A. 
City Council and the L.A. 
County Board of Supervi­
sors had “not accepted 
responsibility and has 
shown no remorse.”

“No one,” Fischer said, 
"is above the law.”

Then she ordered Ridley- 
Thomas to spend 3% years 
in prison, pay a $30,000 fine 
and subj ect himself to three

' ‘iliri !///

is of supervised release,

California failed === 
dared from the bench at   Juin sequences.

AUG 29 2023 .

05 Angeles
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This was about the time
' [See Smith, B4]

SMARTS PANTS 
Sleglime

It’s ‘a sad day,’ not just for politician
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point, echoing prosecutors’ THE SENTENCING of Mark Ridley-Thomas re­
claim that he was the duced some people in court to tears on Monday.
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Reversed.

1. The significant portions that could be understood were: 

How far is the nigger going to - yeah.

This is what we are going to do to the niggers.

A dirty nigger.

Send the Jews back to Israel. .

Let’s give them back to the dark garden.

Save America.

vehement, caustic & . 
Sowetiic Vevy VAolease

(Page 91 of 176) . A Ai \
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■ Accordingly, we are here coflnted with a statute which, by its owords and as applied, 

. purports to punish mere advocacy and to forbid, on pain of criminal punishment, assembly with
others merely to advocate the described type of action. [n4] Such a statute falls within the 
condemnation ofthe First and Fourteenth Amendments. The contrary teaching of Whitney v. 
California, supra, cannot be supported, and that decision is therefore overruled.

Shi httaicks ON g°V.Let’s go back to constitutional betterment, 

Bury the niggers.

We intend to do our part.

Give us our state rights.

Freedom for the whites. . _

Nigger will have to fight for every inch he gets from now on.
‘ 2. It was on the theory that the Smith Act, 54 Stat. 670, 18 U.S.C. § 35 embodied such a principle and that it had been 

applied only in conformity with it that this Court sustained the Act's constitutionality. Dennis v. United States, 341 U.S. 
494"] 341 U.S. 494 (1951). That this was the basis for Dennis was emphasized in 341 U.S. 494 (1951). That this was the 
basis for Dennis was emphasized in Yates v. United States, 354 U.S. 298, 320-324 (195Z), in which the Court overturned 
convictions for advocacy of the forcible overthrow of the Government under the Smith Act, because the trial judge’s 
instructions had allowed conviction for mere advocacy, unrelated to its tendency to produce forcible action.

3. The first count of the indictment charged that appellant

did unlawfully by word of mouth advocate the necessity, or propriety of crime, violence, or
8 unlawful methods of terrorism as a means of accomplishing political reform....

t The second count charged that appellant "did unlawfully voluntarily assemble with a group or
3 assemblage of persons formed to advocate the doctrines of criminal syndicalism...." The trial
& judge’s charge merely followed the language of the indictment. No construction of the statute by
9 the Ohio courts has brought it within constitutionally permissible limits. The Ohio Supreme Court 

has considered the statute in only one previous case, State v. Kassay, 126 Ohio St. 177, 184 
N.E. 521 (1932), where the constitutionality ofthe statute was sustained.

4. Statutes affecting the right of assembly, like those touching on freedom of speech, must observe the established 
distinctions between mere advocacy and incitement to imminent lawless action, for, as Chief Justice Hughes wrote in De 
Jongev. Oregon, supra, at 364: "The right of peaceable assembly is a right cognate to those of free speech and free 

(13)330-9803 or FBT 0/0) 477-6565 " .
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THE SENTENCING of Mark Ridley-Thomas re­
duced some people in court to tears on Monday.

Sentence marks a 
shameful coda to his i 
influential career in _ 
Los Angeles politics.
BY Matt Hamilton 
and Julia Wick ,
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Let’s go back to constitutional betterment.

Bury the niggers.

We intend to do our part.

Give us our state rights.

Freedom for the whites.
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• Accordingly, we are here colnted with a statute which, by its ofwords and as applied, 

. purports to punish mere advocacy and to forbid, on pain of criminal punishment, assembly with
others merely to advocate the described type of action. In4] Such a statute falls within the 
condemnation of the First and Fourteenth Amendments. The contrary teaching of Whitney v. 
California, supra, cannot be supported, and that decision is therefore overruled.
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Let's give them back to the dark garden. ,. 12 . )

sovozoke—IHHH ^-h^ VEy VNAeask

Reversed.

1. The significant portions that could be understood were: 

How far is the nigger going to -- yeah.

This is what we are going to do to the niggers. 

A dirty nigger.

Send the Jews back to Israel.

Nigger will have to fight for every inch he gets from now on.

2. It was on the theory that the Smith Act, 54 Stat. 670, 18 U.S.C. § 35 embodied such a principle and that it had been 
applied only in conformity with it that this Court sustained the Act's constitutionality. Dennis v. United States, 341 U.S. 
494"1 341 U.S. 494 (1951). That this was the basis for Dennis was emphasized in 341 U.S. 494 (1951). That this was the 
basis for Dennis was emphasized In Yates v. United States, 354 U.S. 298, 320-324 (1957), in which the Court overturned 
convictions for advocacy of the forcible overthrow of the Government under the Smith Act, because the trial judge's 
instructions had allowed conviction for mere advocacy, unrelated to its tendency to produce forcible action.

3. The first count of the indictment charged that appellant , .

did unlawfully by word of mouth advocate the necessity, or propriety of crime, violence, or a unlawful methods of terrorism as a means of accomplishing political reform.. ..

K The second count charged that appellant "did unlawfully voluntarily assemble with a group or 
s assemblage of persons formed to advocate the doctrines of criminal syndicalism...." The trial 
? judge's charge merely followed-the language of the indictment. No construction of the statute by 
* the Ohio courts has brought it within constitutionally permissible limits. The Ohio Supreme Court 

has considered the statute in only one previous case, State v. Kassay 126 Ohio St. 177, 184 
N.E. 521 (1932), where the constitutionality ofthe statute was sustained.

4. Statutes affecting the right of assembly, like those touching on freedom of speech, must observe the established 
, distinctions between mere advocacy and incitement to imminent lawless action, for, as Chief Justice Hughes wrote in De
% Jongev. Oregon, supra, at 364: "The right of peaceable assembly is a right cognate to those of free speech and free F N
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point, echoing prosecutors’ 
claim that he was the
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What I didn’t 
expect were 
the tears.

Almost 
from the 
start ofthe 
sentencing 
hearing in 
downtown Los Angeles on 
Monday, it was clear that 
U.S. District Judge Dale S. 
Fischer wanted to make an 
example out of Mark Ridley- 
Thomas, the once high­
flying Black politician 
brought down by a public 
corruption scandal.

6837 
£5 2 
659'

She admonished him 
repeatedly and unsparing

“There is simply no ( 
justification for monetizi I
one’s office,” Fischer de­
clared from the bench at..

mastermind of a “shake­
down.” ■

At another point, after 
Ridley-Thomas had again 
denied that he “crossed that 
line into illegal conduct,” • 
she complained that the 
former member ofthe L.A. 
City Council and the L.A. 
County Board of Supervi­
sors had “not accepted 
responsibility and has 
shown no remorse.”

“No one,” Fischer said, 
“is above the law.”

' Then she ordered Ridley- 
Thomas to spend 3%years 
in prison, pay a $30,000 fine

THE SENTENCING of Mark Ridley-Thomas re­
duced some people in court to tears on Monday.

Ill" | .HI! |t

and subject himself to three 
s of supervised release,— 1 • ( • - ( • 1 1 iing that a significant

California failedST
-ousequences.

This was about the time 
[See Smith, B4]
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THE SENTENCING of Mark Ridley-Thomas re­
duced some people in court to tears on Monday.

6130/23,1 not just

Sentence marks a 
shameful coda to his 
influential career in 
Los Angeles politics.
BY Matt Hamilton 
and JULIA Wick
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Nigger will have to fight for every inch he gets from now on.

A dirty nigger.

Send the Jews back to Israel.

Let’s give them back to the dark garden.

Save America. C .

Let's go back to constitutional betterment.

Reversed.

1. The significant portions that could be understood were: 

How far is the nigger going to - yeah.

This is what we are going to do to the niggers.

Bury the niggers.

We intend to do our part.

Give us our state rights.

Freedom for the whites.

vehement, caustic & . 
Some + me VEvy VAplase 
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• Accordingly, we are here colnted with a statute which, by its owords and as applied, 

. purports to punish mere advocacy and to forbid, on pain of criminal punishment, assembly with 
others merely to advocate the described type of action. [n4] Such a statute falls within the 
condemnation of the First and Fourteenth Amendments. The contrary teaching of Whitney v. 
California, supra, cannot be supported, and that decision is therefore overruled.

2. It was on the theory that the Smith Act, 54 Stat. 670, 18 U.S.C. § 35 embodied such a principle and that it had been 
applied only in conformity with it that this Court sustained the Act's constitutionality. Dennis v. United States, 341 U.S. 
494”] 341 U.S. 494 (1951). That this was the basis for Dennis was emphasized in 341 U.S. 494 (1951). That this was the 
basis for Dennis was emphasized in Yates v. United States, 354 U.S. 298, 320-324 (1957), in which the Court overturned 
convictions for advocacy of the forcible overthrow of the Government under the Smith Act, because the trial judge’s 
instructions had allowed conviction for mere advocacy, unrelated to its tendency to produce forcible action.

3. The first count of the indictment charged that appellant

did unlawfully by word of mouth advocate the necessity, or propriety of crime, violence, or 
a unlawful methods of terrorism as a means of accomplishing political reform....

t The second count charged that appellant "did unlawfully voluntarily assemble with a group or 
S; assemblage of persons formed to advocate the doctrines of criminal syndicalism...." The trial 
1 judge's charge merely followed the language of the indictment. No construction of the statute by 
* the Ohio courts has brought it within constitutionally permissible limits. The Ohio Supreme Court 

has considered the statute in only one previous case, State v. Kassay, 126 Ohio St. 177, 184 
N.E. 521 (1932), where the constitutionality of the statute was sustained.

4. Statutes affecting the right of assembly, like those touching on freedom of speech, must observe the established 
distinctions between mere advocacy and incitement to imminent lawless action, for, as Chief Justice Hughes wrote in De 
Jongev. Oregon, supra, at 364: "The right of peaceable assembly is a right cognate to those of free speech and free 
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point, echoing prosecutors' 
claim that he was the

What I didn’t 
expect were 
the tears.

Almost. 
from the 
start ofthe 
sentencing 
hearing in 
downtown Los Angeles on 
Monday, it was clear that 
U.S. District Judge Dale S. 
Fischer wanted to make an 
example out of Mark Ridley- 
Thomas, the once high­
flying Black politician 
brought down by a public 
corruption scandal.

mastermind of a “shake­
down.” ■

At another point, after 
Ridley-Thomas had again 
denied that he “crossed that 
line into illegal conduct,” 
she complained that the 
former member ofthe LA. 
City Council and the LA 
County Board of Supervi­
sors had “not accepted 
responsibility and has 
shown no remorse." .

“No one," Fischer said, 
“is above the law.”

Then she ordered Ridley- 
Thomas to spend 3% years 
in prison, pay a $30,000 fine 
and subject himself to three

THE SENTENCING of Mark Ridley-Thomas re­
duced some people in court to tears on Monday.

; Angeles
9. 1 5 TUESDAY, AUGUST 29,2028

This was about the time
• [See Smith, B4]

for politician J
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s of supervised release, 
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Reversed.

[Footnote 1]

"A dirty nigger."

"Send the Jews back to Israel."

"Let’s give them back to the dark garden."

"Save America."

"Let’s go back to constitutional betterment."

"Bury the niggers."

"We intend to do our part."

"Give us our state rights."

"Freedom for the whites."
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Armando Herman 
13635 Dempster Ave. 
Downey, CA 90242

This is what we

prangenpurg v. Ohio: 395 U.S. 444 (1969) : Justia US Supreme Court

n a meeting agenda and 
iven the public adequate 
opportunity to provide in- 
ut. ‘: .

‘ “You are violating the 
Public's trust," he told city 

Lawmakers. . “We expect' 
these things to be brought" 
out into the daylight so we 
Can all weigh in.” a

Once Preven’s public 3 
C omment period had ex­
pired. Councilwoman Nury, 
Martinez declared that he 
was disrupting the meeting. 
Preven was approached by,; 
officers, who asked him to ; 
leave and warned he could, 
be put in handcuffs, accord- 
f ayinghe was not disrupting I 
The meeting or speaking off, 
Topic. Preven said he left the, 
chamber, voluntarily, and 
Should not have -heen or-

are going to do to the niggers." 

Enjoy these Corespondne

The significant portions that could be understood were: 

"How far is the nigger going to - yeah."

therefore overruled. Ammandotemman
13635 Dempster Ave. 

Downey, CA 90242 '
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