
REPORT FROM 

OFFICE OF THE CITY ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER 

Date: February 14, 2005 

To: The Council 

CAO File No. 0130-01756-1430 
Council File No. 02-2224 
Council District: 

From: William T Fujioka, City Administrative Officer ~ 
Reference: City Attorney Request to Retain Outside Counsel to Represent Former Police 

Officer in Estate of Wallace v City of Los Angeles 

Subject: REQUEST TO INCREASE THE LEGAL FEE RATE 

SUMMARY 

In a report dated February 4, 2005, the Office of the City Attorney (OCA) requested approval of 
conflict representation for former Los Angeles Police Department (LAPD) Officer David Mack in the 
matter Wallace v City of Los Angeles. The OCA has identified several firms with the expertise and 
trial experience necessary to litigate this case. However, the rate charged by these firms exceeds 
the approved Attorney Conflict Panel Rate Schedule. The City Administrative Officer requests 
authority to negotiate with the selected firm for a rate not to exceed $395 per hour. The negotiated 
rate would apply to the Wallace case only. The case involves both civil and criminal components. 
Therefore, the need to secure the services of an aggressive firm with strong civil and criminal 
credentials is essential to the defense of this case. The regular Panel rate for non-employment 
litigation is $150 per hour. There are sufficient funds available within the Attorney Conflict Panel 
budget to absorb the increased cost of this case. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

That the Council: 

1. Approve the City Attorney request to provide outside legal representation for former 
LAPD Officer David Mack; 

2. Authorize the City Administrative Officer or designee to negotiate and execute a legal 
services contract with a firm selected in consultation with the Office of the City Attorney; 
and, 

3. Authorize the Office of the City Administrative Officer to pay the selected firm a rate not 
exceeding $395 per hour. 
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FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT 

Funding in the amount of$ 50,000 is available for legal services in Fund 46T Attorney Conflict 
Panel for 2004-05. No additional General Fund appropriation is required. 

WTF:FS:08050176 


