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November 2, 2011 

Re: Repairs Needed for Sidewalks Damaged by Tree Roots 

Dear Commissioners of the Board of Public Works: 

TELEPHONE: (31 0) 576-1233 
FACSIMILE: (310)319-()156 

WWW.STRUMWOOCH.COM 

I write on behalf of the Tract No. 7260 Association, Inc. (Tract 7260) concerning 
necessary repairs to the sidewalks in the association's neighborhood. On October 17, 2011, I 
submitted photographs of sidewalk damage north of Olympic within the Tract's boundaries 
(Beverly Glen Boulevard on the west, Century ParkWest on the east, Pico Boulevard on the 
south, and Santa Monica Boulevard on the north). That letter, without attachments, is enclosed 
as Attachment A. 

The October 17Ih letter advised that photographs of the tree-damaged sidewalks in Tract 
7260 south of Olympic Boulevard would be forthcoming. This letter includes those photographs 
as Attachment B. Accordingly, Tract 7260 considers the City to be on notice of the tree­
damaged sidewalks in this area. 

If you have any questions regarding this letter or its attachment, please contact me at 
(310) 576-1233 .. 

cc: /Budget & Finance Committee 
Public Works Committee 
Carmen Trutanich 
Honorable Paul Koretz 

Sincerely, 

~9-ytfkL-_ 
Beverly G. Palmer 
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tAl so _;.:~dmiU~d lo pi-a<;tic? In-New York . 
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City of Los Angeles 
Board ofPublic Worb 
Room 3 61-I), Mi!.il@:J);l 464 
20Q.N9rth SpriJ1gStteet 
Los·Angeles, .. CA900l2"48()1 

October 17, 2011 

[Re: Repairs Neededfot Sidewalks Damaged by Tree Roots 

b<:JatCbmmissionets oftheBoard.o.·.f .. P .. u.· .. b. ! ... i.e.·· Wo.··.rks: . ".,., ...... , .............. , ... , .. , .. , .. , .. ,., .. ,. 

t Write on behalfof.the'fractNo; 7260 Association, Inc; (Traot 7260) ooi:ioenimg 
.necessary repairs to·the §idewa:n&in the a:ss(j<)iaj:i()i:j 's neighborhood ... Tract'7260~smembtirs 
r~1ii9e · hfitween Beverly Glen Boulevard on the west,· Century Park West. on.ihe ·east, Pi co 
Boulevard on the south; and Santa MonkaBoulevard on the north. Nul1reto).\s sict~wiilk~, 
driveways, an4 curbs withill this ar~a have be$i:i (!al1raged que to tree root growth, and afe how iu 
i:i$ea dfreJ;>iiiJ:. 

tos.Ange1esMl1l1i6i);l!llCode ~~diori 62.104 provides that the Board of Public Works has 
th~ obHga:tiori to J:ierfol'Ill both preventative maintenance andrepair wotk that isrequired due to 
tree toot growth: "Preventive measures and repairs ·or reconstruction· to curbs, .di:iY6ways or 
sidew:;1,lksrequiredas the result oftied'oot g\'oWth shall be repaired by the Board aCho Cost to 
the adj6iriii:ig:Pr9per{yowner.'' 

the municipal code makes el$ar; by use of the mandatory term, "shall,'' that the-City does 
nothavelll'l option when it.comes tbtree-root"damaged sidewalks:·these must.berepa1ted. atthe 
City's expense, As the Court of Appeal has explained in Rancho Murieta Airpott,ll'!c. y, County 
of Sacramento (2006)142 Citl.App,4th 323, Where a statute commands that trees ''shall'' be 
maintained; that a landowner has a mandatory duty to undertake that maintenance, regardless of 
anypossibleancillaryconsiderations. (Jd. at p. 327.}The Municipal Code thus imparts i)ponthe 
Board the obligatioii to make required repairs to these sidewalks at no cost to the adjacent 
property owner. 

AttachmentA to this letter consists of photographs of the numerous locations of 
sidewalks in need of repair due to tree root growth in the Tract 7260 area north of Olympic 
Boulevard. A similar exhibit containing photographs taken in the area south of Olympic 
Boulevard will be provided within a few days of this letter. Each photograph identifies the 



Board of Public Works 
October 17, 2011 
Page 2 

precise location of the sidewalk damage. Tract 7260 considers this information sufficient to 
place the Board of Public Works on noticethatthese.repairs are needed, and that the City has a 
mandatory duty under Los Angeles Municipal Code section 62.104 to repair these sidewalks, 
driveways, and curbs at no cost to t11e ~djacenfproperty owner. Tract 7260 anticipates that 
repairs will be scheduled as convenient for the Board. Please confirm at your earliest 
convenience that thelocation specified in. Attachment Awil! be repaired as required by Los 
Angeles Municipal code section 62;104. 

If you: have any questions regarding this letter ofits attachment, please contact me at 
(310) 576-1233. 

eci Bu:dget&Firtanee Committee 
Public Works Commith~e 
CarmeriTriltlmich 
H:()f16t~bie P~ui Koretz 

Siricetel:Y, 

~_j>}t{f'ciJ~~-
BeveHy G. Nlrtl.er · 
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Not included: 
Locations where only curbs and driveways are damaged by City trees. 


