


A Traffic Engineering and Transportation Planning Consulting Services Company

May 8, 2013 

Mr. Joe Buscaino 
Mr. Paul Krekorian 
Mr. Eric Garcetti 
Council of the City of Los Angeles 
c/o Office of the City Clerk:  Michael Espinosa 

City of Los Angeles City Hall 
200 N. Spring Street, Room 395 
Los Angeles, Ca 90012 

RE: Lebonon Street Vacation – Council file No. 06-0218, VAC-E1401775

Dear Honorable Councilmembers, 

Overland Traffic Consultants has been requested to review the proposed street 
vacation of Lebonon Street between Venice Boulevard to approximately 165 feet 
southwesterly on behalf of the property owners and tenants of 1706 South Figueroa 
Street (ProCourier, Inc.).  The vacation of the street will close the existing street, 
which operates and is designed as an alley access way, which currently connects 
18th Street and Venice Boulevard.  The proposed vacation of the street south of 
Venice Boulevard would redirect traffic from 18th Street to Figueroa Street.  Our office 
has conducted the review and has the following concerns if the vacation was to be 
conducted as proposed. 

Redirecting access traffic from a Secondary Highway to a Major 
Highway is Contrary to City Practices - The new designed roadway will 
direct current Lebonon Street traffic from the Venice Boulevard which is 
designated a modified secondary highway to Figueora Street which is 
designated a modified major highway.  This is contrary to good traffic planning 
and Department of Transportation practices to limit minor intersections and 
driveways along major highways to reduce roadway friction which creates 
delay and potential hazards.

Figueroa Street traffic volumes are close to double the Venice 
Boulevard traffic volumes.  Traffic volume counts were conducted by the 
City of Los Angeles in 2010 along Figueroa Street and Venice Boulevard,  
Figueroa Street was found to carry 27,109 vehicles per day and Venice 
Boulevard was found to carry 15,822 vehicles per day.  The new design of the 
Lebonon Street access way will necessitate the entering and exiting traffic to 
negotiate greater volumes of traffic creating delay and a greater potential for 
traffic hazards.  The traffic counts are provided in Attachment 1. 
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More traffic lanes need to be negotiated on Figueroa Street than on 
Venice Boulevard.  Venice Boulevard provides two lanes of traffic in each 
direction with limited parking east of Lebonon Street during peak hours.  
Figueoa Street provides three northbound lanes with a fourth lane for high 
occupancy vehicles during peak hours and two southbound lanes.  Vehicles 
entering Figueoa Street will need to cross and observe a greater number of 
traffic lanes than Venice Boulevard creating additional potential for delay and 
hazards.

The business abutting Lebonon Street creates sufficient volume to 
encounter hazards with the new design.   ProCourier Service is a business 
along Figueroa Street with access exclusively along Lebonon Street.  The 
create up to 60 truck trips (6 trucks in and out 5 times per day) and 500 
passenger vehicle trips (130 regular routes with one in and one out per day 
and 60 specials in and out two times per day) for a total of 560 vehicle trips 
per day.  This is only one of the businesses using Lebonon Street.  The level 
of traffic volume would need to negotiate a tight turn in the redesigned 
roadway which was previously a straight roadway creating a greater potential 
for hazards and constraints. 

The new Lebonon Street access way would create restrained access to 
and from the businesses.  The new access way would limit access and 
departure to northbound Figueora Street due to the high volumes of traffic and 
additional lanes.  18th Street at the south end of the access way is a one way 
eastbound street.  The new access way would create circuitous access and 
departure routes which will create additional delay, vehicle miles traveled, 
additional gas/exhaust and cost due to limited access for those currently using 
Lebenon Street.  A map of the area is provided in Attachment 2.

The new Lebonon Street access way will create restrained and 
potentially hazardous truck movement.  Currently all vehicles can make 
a straight through move between Venice Boulevard and 18th Street. 
Trucks making the turn from northbound Lebonon Street to the new 
westbound access way will be and the reverse will be constrained by the new 
turn in the roadway.  Truck turn will need to be made very precisely and 
carefully to not create accidents.  If a vehicle or another truck is in the area 
they may need to redirect in order to make room for the truck turn.    This will 
create additional potential hazards and delay to the operating businesses.  
Attachment 3 provides a visual simulation of the truck constraints. 
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An evaluation of the new access way/17th Street west leg and Figueroa 
Street should be conducted to determine if a new traffic signal is 
needed.   The new access way appears to align with the west leg 17th Street 
across Figueoa Street.  The traffic volumes from the new access way and 17th

Street west leg may create sufficient volume and potential traffic hazards to 
necessitate the need for a traffic signal at the new intersection.  It does not 
appear have been conducted 

                
Please contact me if you have any questions.   

         

       Sincerely, 

Liz Culhane 



ATTACHMENT 1 

TRAFFIC COUNTS 



Ý×ÌÇ ÑÚ ÔÑÍ ßÒÙÛÔÛÍ

îì Ø±«®­ Ì®¿ºº·½ Ê±´«³»
Ý·¬§ ±º Ô±­ ß²¹»´»­ Ý±«²¬»® ØËÙÑñÔßÊÛÜ×ß

Ü»°¿®¬³»²¬ ±º Ì®¿²­°±®¬¿¬·±² Ü¿¬» ðïñïîñïð

Í¬¿®¬ Ì·³» ïî ßÓ

Ô±½¿¬·±² ÊÛÒ×ÝÛ ÞÔ ßÌ Ú×ÙËÛÎÑß ÍÌ Ü¿§ ±º É»»µ ÌËÛÍÜßÇ Ð®»°¿®»¼ ðïñïçñïð

Ü·®»½¬·±² ÛñÉ ÍÌÎÛÛÌ ÜÑÌ Ü·­¬®·½¬ ÝÛÒÌÎßÔ Ý±«²¬»® Ó±¼» Ý´¿­­·º·»®

Í»®·¿´ Ò«³¾»® ÎÜçéëëí  Ü É»¿¬¸»® ÍËÒÒÇ

                 ÒÑÎÌØÞÑËÒÜ ±® ÉÛÍÌÞÑËÒÜ                 ÍÑËÌØÞÑËÒÜ ±® ÛßÍÌÞÑËÒ Ü

ïÍÌ îÒÜ íÎÜ ìÌØ ØÑËÎ ïÍÌ îÒÜ íÎÜ ìÌØ ØÑËÎ

Ì·³» ÏÌÎ ÏÌÎ ÏÌÎ ÏÌÎ ÌÑÌßÔ ÏÌÎ ÏÌÎ ÏÌÎ ÏÌÎ ÌÑÌßÔ ÌÑÌßÔ

ïî ßÓ îé ïï ïí ïë êê ïí ê é ê íî çè

ï ßÓ ï ì ïî é îì í é ë ì ïç ìí

î ßÓ í é ç ïð îç í è é ê îì ëí

í ßÓ ê ïï ïð ì íï ê ë è é îê ëé

ì ßÓ ê ê ïð ïð íî ç ç é ïí íè éð

ë ßÓ ïì ïï ïê ïç êð ïè îê îé íë ïðê ïêê

ê ßÓ íï íí íë èì ïèí íî ìë êï èë îîí ìðê

é ßÓ ïðè ïïð ïðè ïîï ììé ïïð ïíç ïèî îîî êëí ïïðð

è ßÓ ïïî çè çì çç ìðí îðè ïçì îïí ïèê èðï ïîðì

ç ßÓ ïðè éì èí çç íêì ïéì ïìï ïëí çé ëêë çîç

ïð ßÓ çç ïïï ïðð ïðê ìïê çé çê ïðí ïïî ìðè èîì

ïï ßÓ ïîè ïîç çç ïðð ìëê ïðë çï ïïé ïíî ììë çðï

ïî ÒÒ ïïï ïðì ïîé ïïí ìëë ïïï çé ïîë ïîî ìëë çïð

ï ÐÓ çè çð çç ïðî íèç ïïè ïîï ïíí ïïë ìèé èéê

î ÐÓ ïðë çé ïðð ïïè ìîð ïíí ïîè ïìè ïïé ëîê çìê

í ÐÓ çë ïðç ïîè ïíê ìêè ïèì ïëé ïêë ïêí êêç ïïíé

ì ÐÓ ïîè ïìè ïëé ïèî êïë ïéë ïêç îîé îðë ééê ïíçï

ë ÐÓ îíë îïç îîê îíç çïç ïçî ïìë ïèð ïêç êèê ïêðë

ê ÐÓ îéï îìê îìí ïìé çðé ïçê ïéï ïêì ïïé êìè ïëëë

é ÐÓ ïîî èð ëí ëï íðê èî ïðð ëç ìç îçð ëçê

è ÐÓ ìë íç êî ìð ïèê ëð ìç ìê íî ïéé íêí

ç ÐÓ íé îê ìí íî ïíè íè íî îí îè ïîï îëç

ïð ÐÓ îë ïç îë íì ïðí îë îé îð îï çí ïçê

ïï ÐÓ ïë îë ïí îî éë ïì ïç ïì ïë êî ïíé

Ú×ÎÍÌ ïîóØÑËÎÍ ÐÛßÕ ÏËßÎÌÛÎ ÝÑËÒÌ ïîç ïï ßÓ îÒÜ îîî é ßÓ ìÌØ

ÔßÍÌ ïîóØÑËÎÍ ÐÛßÕ ÏËßÎÌÛÎ ÝÑËÒÌ îéï ê ÐÓ ïÍÌ îîé ì ÐÓ íÎÜ

îì ØÑËÎ ÊÛØ×ÝÔÛÍ ÌÑÌßÔ éôìçî èôííð ïëôèîî

ÌÑÌßÔ ÊÛØ×ÝÔÛÍ ÍÌßÒÜßÎÜ ÜÛÊ×ßÌ×ÑÒ øÍÌÜ÷ ÅõôóÃ îëíòêè ÅõôóÃ îêèòìî ëðëòðï

ÐÛßÕ ØÑËÎÍ ÊÑÔËÓÛ

           ÒÑÎÌØ ±® ÉÛÍÌ ÞÑËÒÜ                 ÍÑËÌØ ±® ÛßÍÌ ÞÑËÒÜ                   ÞÑÌØ Ü×ÎÛÝÌ×ÑÒÍ

ÐÛßÕ ÊÛØ×ÝÔÛ ÐÛßÕ ÊÛØ×ÝÔÛ ÐÛßÕ ÊÛØ×ÝÔÛ

ØÑËÎ ÊÑÔËÓÛ ØÑËÎ ÊÑÔËÓÛ ØÑËÎ ÊÑÔËÓÛ

Ú·®­¬ ïîØ Ð»¿µ ïï ßÓ ìëê       è ßÓ èðï       è ßÓ ïôîðì         

Ô¿­¬ ïîØ Ð»¿µ ë ÐÓ çïç       ì ÐÓ ééê       ë ÐÓ ïôêðë         

Ú·®­¬ ïîØ Ð»¿µ ÍÌÜ ÅõôóÃ ïèïòìê ÅõôóÃ îéïòçð ÅõôóÃ ìììòçï
Ô¿­¬ ïîØ Ð»¿µ ÍÌÜ ÅõôóÃ îéíòïí ÅõôóÃ îìêòìî ÅõôóÃ ëðíòïè

ÊÛÒÚ×Ùïððïïîò¨´­
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Ú×ÙÊÛÒïððïïîò¨´­
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MAP OF AREA 
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AERIAL WITH TRUCK TURNING 
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