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Date SEP 1 3 2006

Los Angeles City Council
Room 395, City Hall

200 North Spring Street

Los Angeles, California 90012

ATTENTION: Barbara Greaves, Legislative Assistant
Planning and Land Use Management Committee

CASE NUMBER: CHC-2006-5797-HCM
ONE HUNDRED SYCMAORE

100 N. SYCAMORE

At the Cultural Heritage Commission meeting of September 7, 2006, the Commission moved to include the

- above property in the list of Historic-Cultural Monuments, subject to adoption by the City Council.

As required under the provisions of Section 22.126 of the Los Angeles Administrative Code, the Commission
has solicited opinions and information from the office of the Council District in which the site is located and
from any Department or Bureau of the city whose operations may be affected by the designation of such site
as a Historic-Cultural Monument. Such designation in and of itself has no fiscal impact. Future applications
for permits may cause minimal administrative costs.

The City Council, according to the guidelines set forth in Section 22.125.1 of the Los Angeles Administrative
Code, shall act on the proposed inclusion to the list within 90 days of the Council or Commission action,
whichever first occurs. By resolution, the Council may extend the period for good cause for an additional 15
days.

The Cultural Heritage Commission would appreciate your inclusion of the subject modification to the list of
Historic-Cultural Monuments upon adoption by the City Council.

The above Cultural Heritage Commission action was taken by the following vote:

Moved: Singer

Seconded: Barron ;

Ayes: Martin .

Absent: Carlisle, Stalford .

Vote: 3-0
Gabriel illiams, Commission Executive Assistant I
Cultural'Heritage Commission

GW: amt

Attachment: Staff Report with Findings

c: Councilmember Jack Weiss, Fifth Council District
Xenon Investments, Owner/Applicant
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Los Angeles City Planning Department
RECOMMENDATION REPORT

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION

CASE NO. CHC-2006-5797-HCM
Location: 100 N. Sycamore

DATE: September 7, 2006 Council District: 5

TIME: 10:00 a.m. Community Plan Area: Wilshire

PLACE: City Hall, Room 1010 Area Planning Commission: Central
200 N. Spring St. Neighborhood Council: Greater Wilshire
Los Angeles, CA, 90012 Legal Description: Tract, 8498, Lot 157

PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for ONE HUNDRED

NORTH SYCAMORE

REQUEST: Declare the site a Historic-Cultural Monument

APPLICANT: Xenon Investments

OWNER: Xenon Investments

OWNER'’S REPRESENTATIVE: Charles Fisher
RECOMMENDATION:

Declare the building as a Historic-Cultural Monument and find that it meets the
Cultural Heritage Ordinance Definition of a Monument criteria as set forth in Los
Angeles Administrative code Section 22.130 because it is a good example of Art
Deco architecture.

S. GAIL GOLDBERG, AICP
Director of Planning

[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]

Ken Bernstein, Manager
Office of Historic Resources

Findings

Built in 1929, the building exhibits character-defining features of Art Deco
architecture including smooth surfaces with windows arranged in sunken vertical
panels, flat roofs with parapets, and zigzag ornamentation, as evidenced by the
attached photo exhibit. Historic building materials and character-defining design
elements are generally extant.



Criteria

The criterion is Los Angeles Administrative Code Section 22.130 which defines a
historical or cultural monument as any site (including significant trees or other plant
life located thereon) building or structure of particular historic or cultural
significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures or sites in which
the broad cultural economic or social history of the nation, State or community is
reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with
important events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which
embody the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type specimen,
inherently valuable for a study of a period style or method of construction, or a
notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose individual genius
influenced his age. Atissue is whether the Commissioners determine the building
may be significant enough to warrant designation.



FIsSTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT
APPLICATION

YRR ORPRINT IN ALL CARPITAL BLOCK LETTERS

IDENTIFICATION

TNARE DF PROPO NORTI SYTAMORE

D RACRLIMENT ONE HUNDRE

2. STACLY ADDRESS VOO M. SBYCAMORE AVENUE -
CITY LOS ANGELFS 24P CODE SOQRE COUMNCR BSTRICT = -
ABEESEOR'S PARCEL NG, . 55153004014 -

COMPLETE LEGAL DESCRIFTION. TRAUT__TRACT NO, 8498, AS BEr Map s 00 1 BOoos 28, PAGES B3 THri 55

OF_MAPS, 1M THE OFFICE OF THE COUNTY RECORDER OF LOS ANGELES COUNTY

TLOCK - LOTIS) 157 ARB.NO. _ N/A

RANGE OF ADDRESSES ON PROPERTY 100 THRU 106 N, SYCAMORE AVENUE AND 692 1 THRU G929

WY ST SR,

3. PRESENT OWNER XENON INVESTMEMT CORPORATION .
STRELT ADDRESS 1015 CAYLEY AVENUE, Stiie 1105 R S -

CITY LOSAMGFLES  §1AaTe__CA ZIPCODE 90024 PHONE_(310)408.2430

OWNERIS!  PRIVATE X PUBILIC

A PRESENT USE _1 3 UNIT APARTMENT ORIGINAL USE __13 UNIT APARTMENT

DESCRIPTION

5. ARCHITECTURAL STYLE ART [0

6. STATE PRESENT PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION OF THE SITE OR STRUCTURE (SEE OPTIONAL DESCRIFTION WORKSHENT

SEE DESCRIPTION WORKSHEET

SREFCFALADE TVIIAL MMl N T
AP PRV



HisTorRIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT
APPLICATION

NAME OF PROPOSED MONUMENT  QNE HUNDRED NORTH SYCAMORE.

10 CONSTRUCGTION DATE FACTUAL 1829 e ESTIMATED
1. ARCHITECT | DL SIGNIR, OR EMNGINEER T SRTHUR COWRIGHT Cosrany — -
17, CONTRACTOR OR CTHER BUILDER CHARLES 1T, MiLLER (OWNER]
13, DATES OF FINCTOUBET PHOTDERAFHS _MARCH 13, 2006 — -
e CONDITION,  URCELLENT LIFAIR UDETERIORATED  TIOKD CONGER IN UXISTITNG

A D59, CHANGES TO COMPLY WITH DOROTHY MAE iy o

L AND SEISMIC BOLTING PER DIVISION 88 1N 199091, KITCHEN REMODELS IN SOME LINIES,

15. THRLEATS 7O SITE %4 NMONE KNOWN U PRIVATE DEVELOPMENT  VANDALISM | PUBLIC WORKS PROJECT
16. 1S THE STRUCTURE 53 ON TS ORIGINALL SITE . MOVLD | UNKNOWN

SIGNIFICANCE
17. BRIEFLY STATE HISTORICAL AND/OR ARCHITECTURAL IMPORTANCE. INCLUDE DATES., ENVEMNTS., AND

CHARLES B MILLER, APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN A LOCAL DEVELOPER. HME IS LISTED AS THE CONTRACTOR ON

THE PERMIT, EVEN THQUGH THE ARTHUR C. WRIGHT COMPAMNY WAS A DESIGM—BLILD FIRKM, ARTHURC
WHEIGHT HAD A CONSTRUCTION BUSINESS IN SOUTHERN CALIFDRNIA FROM 1922 UNTIL HIS DEATH IN 1977,
THE ONE HUNDRED NORTH SYCAMORE BUILDING DISPLAYS A HIGH DEGREE OF INTEGRITYINIT'S DESIGN AND

15 FINE WELL MADNTAINED BINLIDING THAT GIVE A SOLID REFERENCE TOQ IS TIME AMND PLAGE. ALTHOUGH
MOST PREVIOUS OWNERS DO NOT SEEM HISTORICALLY SIGMIFICANT, ONE EXCEPTION 15 SONIA SUK, WHD WAS
ONTITLE FROM 1970 UNTH. 1997, SuUK WAS ONE OF THE MAIN FOUNDERS OF THE KOREA TOWN COMMUNITY
N LOS ANGELES AND FOR MANY YEARS HELDR A PROMINENT POSITION N THE LOCAL KOREAM-AMERICAN
BUSINESS COMMUNITY, 1T WAS DURING SUK'S OWNERSHIP THAT THE BUILDING WAS BROUGHT UPTO CODE ON
BOTH SECTION 88 SEISMIC REQUIREMENTS AND THE DOROTHY MAE FIRE REQUIREMENTS, THE WORK WAS

DOME N SUCH A MANNER THAT IT RETAINED THE ARCHITECTURAL INTEGRITY OF THE BUILTING,

SOURCES (LIST BOOKS, DOCUMENTS, SURVEYS, PERSONAL INTERVIEWS WITH DATES) 105 ANGELES BUILDING PE BMITS

PERATTACHED, LOs AMGeELEs COUNTY ASSESSOR'S RECORDS, RECORDED DEEDS AND LA TIMES DATA,

18. DATE FORM PREPARED _APRU. 17. 2006 PREPARER'S NAME CHARLES ). FISHER
19. ORGANIZATION OWNER'S REFRESENTATIVE STREET ADDRESS_ 140 8. AVENUE B7 -
CITY __HIGHLAND PARK STATE _CA _ Z/PCODE ___ 90042 PHONE (323) 256-3583

PRETEHRS3E TURAL MONLIMLNT
AFPRICATION



DESCRIPTION WORK SHEET

TYPE OR PRINT IN ALL CAMTAL 81LOCK LETTERS

THE £ zi‘” _M “(:Q’flf?lf n F»Inwm SYCAMORE 1S A S — »ﬁ} _UBTORY,

i AR;,T DEco . RE&TANGE FLA?%: _PLANM APARTM%* ’\;z gb L,L)%E* _
WITH A SEMOOTH fm MO C‘fw. FIMISH AND — : TFIM.
s FLAT ROOF IS COMPOSITION . GLA§ ";ﬁi‘&zﬁoom

wLH HLING WINDOWS ARE PART CF THE DESIGN.

5 s e oyl

S I uina. g vt

L0 & DRINRE CDGEMERET (P

THE ENTRY FEATURES A __ 1 /e STOR"’ F’Ei

7”\! RY PORCH TOPPED WITH A PARAPET WALL

ST ROSREER, LR

WITH A DRMATE WEODE

SR O

WROUGHT IRON ANC GLASS DOOR. ADDITIONAL CHARACTER DEFINING ELEMENTS

OF THE STRUCTURE ARE _VERTICAL BANDS FROM BASE

TR QR B e TSN BRI AR S,

TO ROOF BETWEEN WINDOWS, WHICH ARE PAIRED

G DeLaETT AL DeaEiE xR S5 B0 (8 Dbl 10 G Qe

LR S THROUGHOUT MOST OF THE STRUCTURE. THE EXCEPTIONS SRE FOUND AT

T A A R oy, N2 A WY ATk

IM GRODUPINGS OF THR

SR Crabsliv A S el s

SEVERAL LOWER LOOATIONS, THE SOUTHW

LA F T WYL, SPGB A8 AT 1O ST, § R VAN ©

S PORTEON QF THE BIRLOING IS SET BACK FROM THE BEST, LEAVING

FLHEHIT B Y BN A HALE T N PN AT

THE EXT Hng;D PORCH FLUSH WITH THE NORTHWEST END OF THE BUILIING. THIS ARTICULATION TENDS TO BREAK UP

R RALTe, Pt PR A, K2

THE LARGE FALCADE, SOFTENING THE IMPAUT OF THE FOUR STORY STRUCTURE. THE ROOF PARSPET AND THE IMMEDIATE FAGCIA

ACHATEIIAS, G TR 6 IS

ABOVE THE TOP COUSSE OF WINDOWS IS FRGHLY DECOFATEDR WITH BELIES PATTERNS, WITH LESS QRMNATE DETAILING DM A PARAPET

PSSRSO KRS

LEVEL BAND THAT CIRCLES THE STRUCTURE WHERE THERE ARE NO WINDOWS. THE VERTICAL BANDS ARE TOPPED

ALERTEIRAL THT TS CL I HNTS

EROM 1 TO 3 YERTICAL STRIPS. AN ORNATE FIRE ESCAPE 1S 0N THE FRONT FACADE AROVE THE PORCH, TWO (3RNATE

ALCRT RIS LR BT

LIGHTS FLANK THE PORCH WITH A LARGER HAMGING LIGHT INBIDE THE PORCH. ALL OF THESE BETAILS APPEAR ORIGINAL

SOEREHREN, S pvewy GLERENVE

SECONDARY BUILDINGS CONSIST OF_A LARGE TRUSSED GARAGE, BUILT CONCURRENTLY WITH 4 ORIGINAL SKYLIGHTS.

R AL DR B e Y

SIGNIFICANT INTERIOR SPACES INCLUDE INTERIOR &Aﬂmmn STAIRS RETAIN ORIGINAL ABLD_gPQ@L,;MfMM 5,
3 WS

Y QROGHMAL FEATURES: W A a5 SE iehs MO et A0 TR STiCia GLAIS

INGLUDING THE GRIGINAL WOOD PANELED ELEVATOR. ORNATE LIGHTING FIXTURES, PAINTED PATTERMNS ON CEWINGS

A K ARG, 3O METH M MU ) KT RTINS AT DEDUSSS 10006, DERSIR T, ST st RTTRAES] (R Tirt ST, [T0

AS WELL AS APPURTENANT FIXTURES. THE UNITS ARE MOSTILY INTACT, SHOWING DETAILING IN ENTRIES AND BATH

ATERTUY WOTSLE AT TUREL A1 GO0

ROOMS. ABOUT HALF OF THE KITCHENS HAVE BEEN REMODELED.

LAY WTTRLNG AT MRS TRAE NG R

FISOMIC-CULTUREL 34ONUME HE
ASUIC AT



CIlTY QCF {5 A MG ELES
SIGNIFICANCE WORK SHEET

TYRL O3t AN FRINT INALL CAPTTAL BILGOR LETTER S

Conplete Oine ar Baoth of the Upper aid Loveer Porlioes of s Paee
/ o f R

1S AN IMPORTANT EXAMBLE OF

ARCHITECTLHRE

A R AL WL £ NN L B

AND MECTS THE CEH TURAL HERITAGE ORDINANCE BLGCAUSE OF THE HIGH QUALITY GF {TS DESIGN AND THF RETENTION
OF 1S ORIGINAL FORM, DETAILING AMND INTEGRITY.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE]

TR WAS BLHLT 1N

WAS IMPGIRTANT TO THIF

DEVELOPMENT OF LOS ANGELES BECAUSE ONE OF MANY YARIATIONSG FOUNMD W THE MODRERN ARCHITECTURE T36T

REIMVENTED T DIRECTION QF DESIGN IN THE MID 207 CENTURY. THE FORM WAS PIONEERED IN THE EARLY TEARS

78 FROM THE EARLIER NECG-

OF THE CEMTURY, USING BULLDING DESIGN ELEMENTS THAT WERE LOOSELY L0OMNG

CLASSICAL AND BIEAUX ARTS FORMS, BUT WITH THE APPLICATION OF ELEMENTS PIONEERED IN THE ART NOUVEALS

MOVEMENT OF THE LATE 187 anD EARLY 20™ CENTURY, SUCH AS ABSTRAGT. FLORA AND FALINA, FOUNTAINS AND

CHEVRONMS, USUALLY ARRANGED IN GEQMETRIC PATTERNS. BY THE MID 18205 MANY COMMERCIAL BINLDINGS WERE

Using ART DECO ELEMENTS (ALTHOUGH IT WAS NOT CALLED THAT NAME, YET), INCLUDING MANY OF THE BEST KNOQWN

NEW YORK SKYSCRAPERS, SUCH AS THE MAGNIFICENT CHRYSLER BUILDING BY WILIIAM VAN ALEN (1928-30). I

55 THE BEST EMOWN COMMERCIA, EXAMPLES OF ART LIECO WERE THE ATLANTIC RICHEIELD BUILDING

(1228-29) BY MORGAN, WALLS AND CLEMENTS {DEMOUISHED} AND B 1 0OCKS WILSHIRE (1929) Y JOHM AN

DONALD PARKINSON{HCM #5611, ART DECO (S NOT.AS OFTEN SEEN IN RESIDENGE AND APARTMENT DESIGN, BunT

IM 1929, ONE HUNDRED NORTH SYCAMORE, WAS CONSTRUGTED THE STYLE. WAS AT TS ZENITH, APARTMENT DESIGNS

ARE MORE GFTEN SEEN IN THE RELATED STHREAMLINE MODERNE, WHIGH EVOLVYED AS A MORE FUTURISTIC FORNM USING

MANY OF THE CONCEPTS OF THE EARUIER DESIGN, BUTY WITHLITTLE OF MOME OF THE ARTISTIC DESIGN ELEMENTS.

T CHACLU, TURRL | MURENT
ARPUHCATIOM






