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ANTONIO R. VILL;\RAlc;OSA

Date JAN 26 Z007

Los Angeles City Council
Room 395, City Hall
200 North Spring Street
Los Angeles, California 90012

ATTENTION: Barbara Greaves, Legislative Assistant
Planning and Land Use Management Committee

CASE NUMBER CHC-2006-9082-HCM
LIFE MAGAZINE/LEIMERT PARK HOUSE
3892 OLMSTED AVENUE

At the Cultural Heritage Commission meeting of January 4,2007, the Commission moved to include the above
property in the list of Historic-Cultural Monuments, subject to adoption by the City CounciL.

As required under the provisions of Section 22.126 of the Los Angeles Administrative Code. the Commission
has solicited opinions and information from the office of the Council District in which the site is located and
from any Department or Bureau of the city whose operations may be affected by the designation of such site
as a Historic-Cultural Monument. Such designation in and of itself has no fiscal impact. Future applications for
permits may cause minimal administrative costs.

The City Council, according to the guidelines set forth in Section 22.125.1 of the Los Angeles Administrative
Code, shall act on the proposed inclusion to the list within 90 days of the Councilor Commission action,
whichever first occurs. By resolution, the Council may extend the period for good cause for an additional 15
days.

The Cultural Heritage Commission would appreciate your inclusion of the subject modification to the list of
Historic-Cultural Monuments upon adoption by the City CounciL.

The above Cultural Heritage Commission action was taken by the following vote:

Moved:
Seconded:
Ayes:
Vote:

Carlisle
Stalford
Barron, Martin, Singer
5-0

Li¿u~y;vJ
Ie Williams. Commission Executive Assistant II

ral Heritage Commission
GW:amt

Attachment. Staff Report with Findings

c: Councilmember Herb Wesson, Tenth Council District

Brian and Lisa Ross. Applicant/Owner
GIS
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Los Angeles Department of City Planning
RECOMMENDATION REPORT

CULTUR1,! HEr~ITAGE COIVMISSION CASE NO,: GHC~2006~9082~HClVi

HEARING DATE:
TIME:
PU\cic.

January 4, 2007
1000 AM
City Hal" Room 1010
2ÛU ¡\i. Spring StreCt
Los Angeles. CA
90012

location: 3892 Olmsted Avenue
Council District: 10
Community Plan Area: West li,dams - Baldwin
Hills - Lcimcrt F)aIK

Area Planning Commission South Los Angeles
Neighborhood Council Empowerment Congiess
West ¡".reci
Legal Description lot 126 of Tract TR 11542

~ ;; ~~rJ,_J 1::-- ,;_', 'i Hisi()ic-Cu!!uinai iVonurneril J~pplicati()( toi- ¡hE=

LIH~ IVip,(;p2il\!E/LElívIERT FJARK HOUSE

RlQU(ST: Declare the building a Historic-CulturallVonument

APPliCANT &
OWNtëR

Brian and Usa Ross
3892 Olmsted Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90008

R(CO¡VIV(í\DATIOI~-----,- -,~~--~,~'~-~'--~- Hiai -¡he CUHtHOl! i !ed~'dge Conunis§io,n:

t)eC¡fin=~hc plopcny 2 Hislcric--CulbJi"2! Monument per Los l\ngeles
!-\dministralive Codr:; Section 22.125.

2. Adopt the report findings

S GAil GOLIJ3ERG. AICP
Director of Planning

i
i/

:'Ze¡--, 1-=f'iIT;lei¡"; I\kH1d~¡e:

on ice 01 H istoric Resoorces

Pi"epared by:

-~ ,

,', ~A'5"¿~'/._ ,~,-,_'" 0 ,,:_~~:' tvi _ ~,_, ~./' ~;:;'~'C / L-.=-~:, "rO

EdgaYGarcla, Preservation F'larirer
Office of Historic Resources

Attachments: August 2, 2006 Historic-Cultural Monument Application
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FINOINGS._--._-_."..'..._-_..

1) The building "embodies the distinguishing characteristics or an architeclural type
Sp("Clrnen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style or method of construction' as
a very early example of ranch-style residential architecture,

¡he plopcny ïeilectsihe broad cuìiuraL eccJroílic, ûr sociai hiStOry at the n~:Jii(Hi, c~taie
or lcornmlJnIIY" iird with iis assoCialiori tn thEe dEeveloprnent of affordable sinqle.rarnily

homes ill Ihe early twenlielh century.

CRITeRIA_ "~~O_~~~

rhe ulleiioi: iS 11-12 Cultural l--lci-1l3ÇJG OrdirlallcE: \iVliiCI'j delines a histui-icai 01 cultui-;;i 1"lìCmuiTcnl
3S any s¡i¿ (lïlCiudwlQ significant trees mother pi3i'L life located lhereoi-ì) builUing en SlliJciur8 oí
particular hislorlc or cultural significance to tlie City 01 Los Angeles, such as historic structures
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history 01 the nation, State or community
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or arcliitect whose
individual genius influenced his age.

OISGUSSIOI\I---,----------_..

Built I-I /1938, this one",stoi-y iiouse exhiblis charocter..defiriing features in the iVlinllTlól .1' l'aditiorl31
style, a precursor LO post~\iVVVi¡ Califomia i~a(¡di siyle architecture (ideilÜíìed as "CalifoïniCi

Colonial" at its construclion). rhe primary façade facing the street is symmetrically composed
with an attached garage It includes a centered doorway and double-hung sash windows with
shutters. The roof is a cross-hipped side gable with cliimney. An attached one-door garage
punctuates the left section of the façade.

The proposed Life Magazine/Leimer! Park House historic monument exhibits character-defining
features that include a symmetrical floor plan, stucco exterior, two bay windows, and chimney.
The interior features French doors and buill-in cabinetry.

The house is tiie work oj ai'chitect H f\oy I'\elley, PM\. Kelley was renowned as an arcïiitoct
working in tho Spanish Colonial and Monterrey Revival styles of the 1920s and 1930s In 1928
he designed the Goodi'ich House, the model horne for nie Palos Verdes Estates That same
year he won first pi'i?e in an architectural competition sponsored by House Beautiful for a home
in Pasadena In 1935, Kelley also designed the Model House for the first housing exhibition
held in Los Angeles.

Kelley designed the proposed historic monument lor Life Magazine in 1938 as part ot a contest
and progiarn for architects to design homes for farnilies of lower income brackets throughout the
United States ("Eight Houses for Modern Living'). Life Magazine selected two architects to
design a horne for a single family, one representing a "traditional' style and the other
representing a 'modern" style. Kelley's design (representing "traditional") was pitted against a
work by drchitect William Wilson Wurster for a Los Angeles family. Other architects included in
the eüntest were Edward 0 Stone, William WllsOIl, Royal Barry Wills, and Fi'ank Lloyd VVrighl.

íci' 3 "r-:aliforni3 Colonial" \II/as then ~:elcci_ed by readers as lhE"I\llnl'li('IQ Eiitry' for'
the: í;?n'I,I\i
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The homc was showcased in the September 26, i 938 issue of Life Magazine. Praised by the
magazine as an afford¿ible and well-designed house, the proposed Life Maga?:inc/Leimert Park
House historic monument is an early example of single-family affordable housing.

Since its construction, alterations 10 the building include the replacement of windows, the
i"eplacinq oí two garage dUOrs to one OUCH, the partial enclosure Ul a patio, drìd the; ouditiûti oj
secunty grilles over windows and doorways The basic form of the home is intact despite
alterations. The building is a modest home architecturally, but is notable as a prototype design
for future ¡residential developn18ri1s,

-'he propo,"ed life IliI8ç¡a7Irie/Lelmerll"¿nk House historic monument successlully meels twCJ or
lhe specified Hislol"¡c-Cul!i)(al !\oilulTiel'Ü ciitcrìa: 1) "embodies lIrje distinguishing charactei'istics
or ai"i dlchiledlHdi iype specil--lK-:n, inhel'el-iiJy vaiuable IUt" a study oj ô pciiod slyie D( ITiethoo 01
construction' and 2) reflects "the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State
or community." As a residential building designed in an early ranch style as part of a nation
wide contest for well-designed affordable housing, Ihe property qualifies for designation as a
Historic-Cultural Monument based on these criteria

ßACt~GR(LUNi)

At its nie21ing of !\ov2mber 2. 2006. the Cultural Heritage Commission voted to take the
application undcr consideration. Ori December 7. 2006 the Cultural Heritage Commisoion

toured the si,!biert properiy


