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Date JUri 1 Ii 2007

Los Angeles City Council
Room 395, City Hall
200 North Spring Street
Los Angeles, California 90012

ATTENTION: Barbara Greaves, Legislative Assistant
Planning and Land Use Management Committee

CASE NUMBER CHC-2007-918-HCM
HOLMES SHANNON HOUSE
4311 VICTORIA PARK DRIVE

At the Cultural Heritage Commission meeting of June 12, 2007, the Commission moved to include the above
property in the list of Historic-Cultural Monuments, subject to adoption by the City CounciL.

As required under the provisions of Section 22.126 of the Los Angeles Administrative Code, the Commission
has solicited opinions and information from the office of the Council District in which the site is located and
from any Department or Bureau of the city whose operations may be affected by the designation of such site
as a Historic-Cultural Monument. Such designation in and of itself has no fiscal impact. Future applications for
permits may cause minimal administrative costs.

The City Council, according to the guidelines set forth in Section 22.125.1 of the Los Angeles Administrative
Code, shall act on the proposed inclusion to the list within 90 days of the Councilor Commission action,
whichever first occurs. By resolution, the Council may extend the period for good cause for an additional 15
days.

The Cultural Heritage Commission would appreciate your inclusion of the subject modification to the list of
Historic-Cultural Monuments upon adoption by the City CounciL.

The above Cultural Heritage Commission action was taken by the following vote:

Moved:
Seconded:
Ayes:
Absent.
Vote:

Commissioner Carlisle
Commissioner Martin
Commissioner Dake
Commissioner Barron
3-0 (1 vacancy) "I' ~-. ./ ,.., ) \ \ rd\\ i . . /

(if",) & .t.Qc "C".x,.L6. 4" (k\/
Sheldred Alexander, Commissión Executive Assistant
Cultural Heritage Commission

SA

Attachment. Staff Report with Findings

c: Councilmember Herb Wesson, Tenth Council District

Ulrik Theer and Lisa Ellzey, Applicant/Owner

AN EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY - AFFIRMATIVE ACTION EMPLOYER OQ
Recablarimade~cmreDewae í6-l
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Los Angeles Department of City Planning
RECOMMENDATION REPORT

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION CASE NO.: CHC-2007-918-HCM

HEARING DATE:
TIME:
PLACE

June 12, 20072:00 PM 7
City Hall, Room 10tO
200 N. Spring Street
Los Angeles, CA
90012

Location: 4311 Victoria Park Drive
Council District: 10"/
Community Plan Area: West Adams-Baldwin Hills-

Leimert
Area Planning Commission: South Los Angeles
Neighborhood Council: Mid City
Legal Description: L T 83 of M B 12-2/3

PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the
HOLMES SHANNON HOUSE

REQUEST:

APPLICANT!
OWNER:

Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument

Ulrik Theer and Lisa Ellzey
4311 Victoria Park Drive
Los Angeles, CA 90019

RECOMMENDATION That the Cultural Heritage Commission:

1. Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los Angeles
Administrative Code Section 22.125.

2. Adopt the report findings.

S. GAIL GOLDBERG, AICP
Director of Planning

J:/Á7
Kén Bernstein, Manager
Offce of Historic Resources

.~
Lambert M. Gie singer, Architect
Office of Historic Resources

Attachments: February 6, 2007 Historic-Cultural Monument Application



4311 Victoria Park Drive

CHC-2007 -918-HCM
Page 2 of 3

FINDINGS

1. The building "embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type
specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style or method of construction" as an
example of Tudor-Craftsman residential architecture.

2. The property reflects "the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or
community" for its association with the development of Victoria Park.

3. The building is associated with a master builder, designer, or architect, as a work by the
firm of architects Robert Farquhar Train and Edmund Williams of the firm of Train &
Williams

CRITERIA

The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument as
any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures or
sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community is
reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important events
in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing

characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose
individual genius influenced his age.

SUMMARY

Built in 1911, this two-and-a-half story residential building exhibits character-defining features of
Tudor-Craftsman style architecture. The L-shaped cross-gabled wood-frame building has a
dominant projecting gable and a smaller gable beneath on the façade. Gables exhibit decorative
fascia and exposed eaves. A side porch with a single brick pillar holds a recessed off-center
entrance. Windows are double hung casement windows with square-paned transoms. A semi-
hexagonal bay window is located above the porch opening. The building's exterior features brick,
roughcast stucco, and decorative half-timbering. Significant interiors include built-in cabinetry,
wainscoting, mahogany crown molding, fireplaces, grand central staircase, and several prominent
stained glass windows.

The proposed Holmes-Shannon Residence historic monument was designed in 1911 by
architects Robert Farquhar Train and Edmund Williams of the firm of Train & Williams. This
architectural firm 'vvas directly associated with the Arroyo Güild of Fello\iv Cíaftsmen, an Arts and
Crafts group of architects and artisans in Los Angeles. The firm designed the Williams House-
Hathaway Home for Children building in the Highland Park area of Los Angeles (1905; Historic-
Cultural Monument #411). The subject building was built for Nellie Holmes Shannon (1863-1924)
and her husband, Michael Francis Shannon (1871-1923). Shannon was widely cited by the Los
Angeles Times as the first traffic officer of the City of Los Angeles, working at the intersection of
Spring and Temple Streets.

Some interior spaces of the subject building have been altered.

The Holmes Shannon House property successfully meets three of the specified Historic-Cultural
Monument criteria: 1) "embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type



4311 Victoria Park Drive
CHC-2007 -918-HCM
Page 3 of 3

specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style or method of construction," 2) reflects
"the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community" and 3) is
associated with a master builder, designer, or architect As a residential building designed in the
Tudor-Craftsman style by a prominent firm and reflective of the development of Victoria Park, the
property qualifies for designation as a Historic-Cultural Monument based on these criteria.



Los Angeles Department of City Planning
RECOMMENDATION REPORT

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION CASE NO.: CHC-2007-918-HCM

HEARING DATE:
TIME:
PLACE:

April 5, 2007
10:00 AM
City Hall, Room 1010
200 N. Spring Street
Los Angeles, CA
90012

Location: 4311 Victoria Park Drive
Council District: 10
Community Plan Area: West Adams-Baldwin Hills-

Leimert
Area Planning Commission: South Los Angeles
Neighborhood Council: Mid City
Legal Description: L T 83 of M B 12-2/3

PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the
HOLMES SHANNON HOUSE

REQUEST:

APPLICANT!
OWNER:

Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument

Ulrik Theer and Lisa Ellzey
4311 Victoria Park Drive
Los Angeles, CA 90019

RECOMMENDATION That the Cultural Heritage Commission:

1. Take the propert under consideration as a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los

Angeles Administrative Code Section 22.125 because the application and accompanying
photo documentation suggest the submittal may warrant further investigation.

2. Adopt the report findings.

S. GAIL GOLDBERG, AICPDirezU
KeñBernstein, Manager
Office of Historic Resources

~A"hü'"
Office of Historic Resources

Prepared by:

~_ ~A~~ L
Edga arcia, Preservation Planner
Office of Historic Resources

Attachments: February 6, 2007 Historic-Cultural Monument Application
ZIMAS Report



4311 Victoria Park Drive
CHC-2007 -918-HCM
Page 2 of 2

SUMMARY

Built in 1911, this two-and-a-half story residential building exhibits character-defining features of
Tudor-Craftsman style architecture. The L-shaped cross-gabled wood-frame building has a
dominant projecting gable and a smaller gable beneath on the façade. Gables exhibit decorative
fascia and exposed eaves. A side porch with a single brick pillar holds a recessed off-center
entrance. Windows are double hung casement windows with square-paned transoms. A semi-
hexagonal bay window is located above the porch opening. The building's exterior features brick,
roughcast stucco, and decorative half-timbering. Significant interiors include built-in cabinetry,
wainscoting, mahogany crown molding, fireplaces, grand central staircase, and several prominent
stained glass windows.

The proposed Holmes-Shannon Residence historic monument was designed in 1911 by
architects Robert Farquhar Train and Edmund Williams of the firm of Train & Williams. This
architectural firm was directly associated with the Arroyo Guild of Fellow Craftsmen, an Arts and
Crafts group of architects and artisans in Los Angeles. The firm designed the Williams House-
Hathaway Home for Children building in the Highland Park area of Los Angeles (1905; Historic-
Cultural Monument #411). The subject building was built for Nellie Holmes Shannon (1863-1924)
and her husband, Michael Francis Shannon (1871-1923). Shannon was widely cited by the Los
Angeles Times as the first traffc offcer of the City of Los Angeles, working at the intersection of
Spring and Temple Streets.

Some interior spaces of the subject building have been altered.

CRITERIA

The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument as
any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures or
sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community is
reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important events
in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing

characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose
individual genius influenced his age.

FINDINGS

Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that the
application is complete and that the property is significant enough to Vifarrant further investigation
as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument.



CITY OF LOS ANGELES
SIGNIFICANCE WORK SHEET

T'PE OR HAND PRINT IN ALL CAPITAL BLOCK UTTERS

Complete One or Both of the upper and Lower Portions ar This Page

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE

THE The Holmes-Shannon House is AN IMPOKlANT EXAMPLE OF
NA OF PROPOSED MONUMENT

Craftsman (",ith Tudor influences)
ARCHlTEcn JR STYLE (SEE 1l!\'E H)

ARCHITECTURE

AND MEET TI CULTIJRAL HERI1AGE ORDL'JANCE BECAUSE OF TI~E HIGH QUAI.ITY OF ITS DESIGN AND THE RETENTION

OF 11'0 ORIGINAL FORM, DnAIIN(; AND INTEGRI1Y

AND/OR

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE

THE_. The Holmes-Shannon House _ WAS BUIT IN_n1911
YE BL'lUNAM OF PROPOSED MONl JMENT

Robert Train &Robert Willam~ Nellie ~hannon, Michael Shannon and Michael F. ~hannon WAS IMOR1ANT TO TI
N.AJ OF FIRST OR SIGNIFICANT on æR

DEVELOPMENT OF LOS ANGELES BECAUSE The Holmes-Shannon House is an imp0m..nt example _of Craftsman 

domestic architecture at the turn of the 20tt_century and me_ets the cultural heritage ordin"l1ce becaus-". of the high

suality of its design and retemtlon of its original form, detailing and integrity. It is one of th,, few inta"tmansions in

Its n"ighborhoodjVictoria Park) and is still in its original use as a private famil~.home. Its interor retains m~st of its

original historic detail and fixtures. It is one of very few extant examples of Train & Willams' residential architecture.

HISTORIC -ClJLnJRAL MONUMEN
APPUCATlON



HISTORic-CULTURAL MONUMENT
ApPLICATION

TYPE OR HAND PRINT IN ALL CAPITAL BLOCK I.Tr.ERS

IbENTIFICATION

L. NAME Of PROPOSED MONUMENT _ The Holmes-Shannon House

2 STIET ADDRESS_ __ 4311 \/ictoria Park Drive

CITY ~los Anqeles ZIP CODE 90019 COUNCIL DISTICT . --
3 ASSESSOR'S PARCEL NO.__ 5Q82015_

4. COMPLEE lEGAL DESCRIPTION, TRACT ~ Victoria Park

BLOCK None _~_LOT(S) 83 . ARB. NO. ~ If
5. RAGE Of ADDRESSES ON PROPERTY __ 4311 Victoria Park Drive, 83 Fairmont Drive, 4311 Fairmont Drive--------~._-- - -- ---------

6. PRESENT OWNER UlrikTheer and Lisa Ellzey

STRT ADDRESS. 4311 Victoria Park Drive E-MAIL ApDRESS, lisa.ellzeyt§fox.com

CITY ~ La" Angele" ~_~ STATE ../I. ZI CODE 90019 PHONE (323)..64-9999

OWNERSHIP: PRlVATE_ x _ PUBUC_

7. PRESENT USE.__ SingleFamily Residence ORIGINAL USE siiillle Famil'l8esidence

DESCRIPTION

8. ARCiirECl1 JRA STYLE
(SEE STY GUIDE)

Craftsman (with Tudor inftuenc~s.__~_

9. STATE PRESENT PHYSICAL DESCRIPTON OF THE SITE OR STRlJC11RE (SEEO¡Yn01'ALDEr:R1PTIONWORKSIlEET.1 PAGE.\L'\I,\fi;i\

_s-"e "DescriQlj()n WorKSh-,~

HlSORIC-CUL11RAL MONUMENT
APPLICATION



NAME OF PROPOSED MONUMENT

HISTORic-CULTURAL MONUMENT
ApPLICATION

The Holmes-Shannon House

io CONSTRUCTION DATE 1Q11 l'AcniAL ' , ESTIMATED,

11. ARCHITECT, DESIGNER, OR ENGINEER Rob"rt Farquhar Train and Robert Edmund WillamS

12. CONTRACTOR OR OTHER BUILDER WIam VanLQenen and W \iWebb._

13 DATES OF ENCLOSED PHOTOGRAPHS,_ January 200'7_
(1 8XII BLACK A"-D WI liTE GLOSSY Ac"lD 1 D1GITAL Fr.\Lc\lLFD TO CULTUR.-\L HERITAGE CO'\E\IlSSlüN~\CnY.oRG)

14. CONDITIO," r¡ EXCEllNT GOOD FAIR DETERlOMTED NO LONGER IN EXISTECE

15. ALTERATIONS See al!"ch,ed "Alterations"

16. THREATS TO SITE, lj NONE KNOWN PRIVATE DEVLOPMENT LJ VAc'\1)ALISM PUBLIC WORKS PROJECT

ZONING . OTHER

17. is 1H STRUC.TURL iJ! ON ITS ORIGINAL. SITE r=: MOVED r- UNKOWN

SIGNIFICANCE

lR. BRIH Y STATE I llSlORlC..AL AND lOR ARO IITEcrURAL L\-IPORTANC'E: JNCLUDE DAms, EVENT, Ai'lD PElLSON .\.,;SOCIATED

\V11 THE SITE (SEE 1\L':O SIC"JIIKANCE \VORK SllEET. 75D \llORDS M.ML'M IF L'SING ADDITONAL SHEErS)

See attached "Historical Significance, ", which includes a historic¡i-context narrative, architects',biographies, .

and biggraphies of two Qenerati9_n.sotthe family who lived intbLHolmes-ShannQnt:ouse.

19. SOtJRCES (LIST BOOKS, DOCLJMET\¡TS, SllRVES, PERSONAL INTERVIEWS wm-¡ DATES)__S-~aßttached "Biblioqrap_hY"

20. DATE FORM PREPARD ___ 02/06/2007 PREPARR'S NAME ___Ulrik ThaeraÐQ lisa.Ellzev __

ORGA,\JIZA110N_ , _",_STRET ADDRESS 4311 Vlctori"Park Drive

CITY _____ ___Los An~eies ____STATE~_ ZIP CODE 900'lL _ PHONE (32)964-9999

E-1\1AIL ADDRESS: lisa.eHzey§fox.com

HISTORIC--ULTURAL MONUMENl
APPUCATION



Alterations
Holmes-Shannon House

4311 Victoria Park Dr., Los Angeles, CA 90019

Sewing room converted to bathroom (1922). Kitchen and bathrooms have all been
altered, and no longer contain original fixtues. Kitchen cabinetry and counter tops have
been reconfgured. Some interior doors have been moved or removed. Exterior back
door has been replaced. Back porch has been added. Original windows in both sleeping
porches were replaced. A wall between the master bedroom closet and the adjoining
bedroom closet was removed. A sink in the master bedroom closet was removed. The
master bedroom fireplace was rebuilt and a new antique mantle added to replace the
missing originaL. An internal masonry chimney servicing the basement heaters and water
heater flues was removed. The external masonr chimney was rebuilt (using the original
bricks) and reinforced. In the attic, the main room ceiling was taken down and an
adjoining space converted to a bathroom.



DESCRIPTION WORK SHEET
TYPE OR HAND PRINT I\: ALL CAPITAL BLOCK LETTERS

THE Holmes-Shannon House ... is A two
NUMBER Of STORIES

-STOEY,
NA,\lt OF lROPOSED .lvlONlJMEN'l

__.,r¡¡ftsmaiijwith Tudor influenc~_
,,1RCHITI::ClURAL SlYLE (SlL L1l\E 8 ABovE)

L shape
_ PLA single familyresidence_

STRUC!1JRE LSE (RESlDENCE, FTC.)PLA.'\ 51lAPF ¡Click to Soo Char:)

WITH A_~'blue" brick fo_undation and halt-timbered and roughcast stucco FINlSH AND ~_ _ wood
/I'lATERJAL (\\;'()()l) SUD1NC, WOOD sir~Gi-ES, BRICK, SlljCCO, ETC.) ,,1ATERl (WOOD, ~lFTAL, He.)

. TR.

IT'S
cross gable

¡,OUr'SHAPE iCi,,;; tci See Ciiar'Ì
ROOF is composite sh.ingle_ _

,,1AWRIAL e(L\Y TILE. ASPIIALT OR WOOD SHI;,GLES. r:TC)

Wood trame
\INDOW ¡\1ATERlAL

--',

double-hung, casi:~_e-nt and multi-pane transom __ ___.~_ WIDO\X ARE PART OF THE DESIG:l.
\Xlf\DOW I'Yi't !DOUBLE-I-IUl\C; (SLIDtS UP & DO\V0i), CASt:VIEl',"i (OPENS Otfl) JIOR1ZONTAL SLIDING, !:el

TIrE ENTY FEAl1JRS A corner recessed
DOOR LOCAllON (1\1:Cl:SSf:D, CENTERED, OFF-CENTER, CORNER, FTC.)

diamond-shaped leaded glass window set In a six panel
f.l'r1Y DOOR STlL.i- (Click to See Chelf!)

______ DOOR. ADDITIONAL CHACTER DEFINIj\G EI.El\~TS

OF THE STRUCTURE ARE dragon mouth trim on a recessed cornere.orc_h, a gable dormer with overhang, one
im:J\"JlFY ORIGINAL FEllJR'i SI:CI I AS PORO rES (SEE CHAT); RALCONlES; NUMBER AND SHAPE OF DOR.VlERS (Click to See Chart)

eave wall chimney (constructed of "blue" brick), elaborate vergeboards, an oriel, a semi-hexagonal two-story bay,
NU.'Y1ßER A.'D LOCAllOf\ OF Uii",-\EYS; S)T'Tn~RS; SrC()i'DARY ¡:JN1Sll ¡\lATER1AI~S; PARAPETS; ME-Ji\ -imM; DECORATIVE TILE OR CAST STONE; ARCHES;

wide, unenclosd eaves clad with b,,adboard, exposed decorative roof beams, exposed double rafters, a glass- __
ORf\AME!\"TAL W'OODWORK; SYLvl/'I¡-TRY OR ASY.\1_~'IETHY; COHN1Cf:S: I-llJE~XS: 'JÜWI-X'; OR 'JJRRETS; BAY WINDOWS; I-\LrTIMßERlNC: liORlZOIVïALLy;

roofed polygonal conservatory, and a stained glass window (fea~urin~_,,_\V0-'Tl~n playing a lute) on the tront porch.
VERI1CALLY; FOR.VliUlY ON. lJ\'l-ORi\-lALJJY, (;ARDLN WALL\ H(

SECONDARY BiJLDI.:GS C:Oj\SIST OF A one and one-half story detached garage.
IDEr\11fY GARAGE; GAREN SHELTER, ETC

siGNlriCA~T INTERIOR SPACES i"CI.LQE Foyer features a grand central staircase and broad mahogany crown molc:
IDEl\llFY ORIGINAL. l'A'IURE SUCH AS WOOD PANELlNCi; MOLDflGS AND TRIM; SPECIA CLASS wiNIWS;

Livinq room, dininq room, toyer, central hallway and__§t'!rcase havø mahogany wainscoting with book-_matchød
()Ri'AI1~ CElUNl;S; PLASlER MOLDJM;S; U(;I-ll llX-iJRES: PAJmH) DECORA110f\; C:ERAM1C TIME; STAIR BALUSTIADES; BUILT-IN FlJRNll1JR, ETC

grain. The living room teatures a large fireplace with a carved mahogany surroun-d and Grueby tile hearth, flanked

II\JPORTAN'I' LMOSCAPING I!\Ü.LD1':S ______ None
lDr:f\TlFY :;O'ABLE MAHJRE lREES AND SHRUBS

HISTO'lIC-CULTi.'RAL II,ONUMENT
APPLI(AIIOI,"
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Architectural Description (continued from application form)

Holmes-Shannon House
4311 Victoria Park Drive, Los Angeles, CA 9001 9

Signifcant interior features (continued):

by built-in mahogany benches. The living room has crowned mahogany casings
surrounding a broad pocket door entryay, a cared mahogany colonnade with
built-in leaded glass bookcases, gold silk brocaded wallpaper (dating to
constrction), and a Greek Revival plaster crown molding with dentition and

acanthus leaves. A second plaster molding, consisting of pinecones, leaves, and
flowers, encircles the ceiling. A smaller plaster molding - with the same motif -
frames the chandelier's ceiling cap. Off the living room is a sunen music room,
with the same silk wallpaper and plaster molding detals, featung a large over-
painted stained glass window depicting a robed lutenist, and an original alabaster
light fixtue. Off the living room, to the north, the librar is lined with built-in

mahogany bookcases and has a tapered mahogany colonnade, original large
pendant light fixture, and an unusua applied wall treatment ("Tiffany treatment")
employing what is believed to be powdered bronze.

In the ding room, a built-in hutch has leaded glass doors, brass pulls with cast
brass escutcheons matching the doors in the house, and an inset stained glass
widow depicting a pair offish on a plate. An eight-ared Ar Nouveau
electrolier with exposed electrc bulbs is original. The ceiling's plaster crown
molding with medallions differs from that of the living room, but the dining
room's secondar molding, encircling the ceiling with a pinecone, leaf, and
flower motif, is the same. Like the living room, the dining room possesses a large
pocket door entray with crowned mahogany suround. Off the dining room, an
octagonal breakast room has a broad wood crown molding with dentition, and a
pair of doorway-sized, built-in, leaded glass cupboards.

At the top of the central stircase, on the landig, a massive (8' by 8') staned
glass trptych window depicts a medieval castle in the countrside. The staircase
possesses tured mahogany balusters and tapered mahogany newel posts with Ar
Nouveau carings and contoured caps. On the second floor, a small room

(believed to be) a children's nursery features rare 1920's-era hand-painted
wallpaper depicting delphiums and a 360-degree freze showing British
colonial-era zoo scenes.

Floors are oak throughout. All doorways have broad mahogany casings. All
doors have elaborate cast brass hardware; knobs show a quadrple scroll motif
and are set in Tudor Revival escutcheons with a lion head depicted enlace and in
relief. There is evidence all the staned glass windows are by Judson Studios, the
"Tiffany's ofthe West."



Historical Significance
Holmes-Shannon House

4311 Victoria Park Dr., Los Angeles, CA 90019

The 1911 Holmes-Shannon House is an outstanding example ofa pre-World War I
residence designed by the noteworthy architects, Train and Williams, and is a fine extant
example representing the development of its neighborhood, Victoria Park. In addition,
the Holmes-Shanon House was inhabited by personages playing significant roles in the
history of the city as well as the nation. This family, which built the residence in 1911,
continued to occupy the home until 1957, the period of historical significance for this
property.

Holmes-Shanon House residents, Nellie Holmes Shanon and husband Michael
Shanon, were a pioneering family of Los Angeles. A relative of Oliver Wendell
Holmes, Nelle Holmes Shanon was one of the city's first prominent businesswomen.
Michael Shanon supervised the construction gang which brought the first railroad to Los
Angeles. One of only ten offcers hired in 1889 for the city's first tre police force,
Michael Shanon represents the period when Los Angeles was transitioning from rough-
and-tuble frontier justice to professional, unformed law enforcement. He served as the
city's first traffic offcer. Son Michael Francis Shannon was a Deputy District Attorney
for the city and a newsworty crinal litigator in private practice. Michael Francis
Shanon rose to national prominence by winning election to the highest post in the
Benevolent Protective Order of Elks, an organization boasting 500,000 members,
including the President of the United States, Franin D. Roosevelt.

The History of Victoria Park

Like most of the neighborhoods in Los Angeles, Victoria Park began as par of a Rancho.
Afer winng independence from Spain in 1821, the Mexican government awarded more

than 750 land grants, including the acreage that became Rancho Las Cienegas, owned by
Francisco Abila and his family, Januaio Abila Pedra Abila de Ramirez, Francisca Abila
de Rimpau, Louisa Abila de Garfias. By the 1870's, Januao Abila owned the northeast
section of the Rancho, which included the land that was to become Victoria Park.

In the latter part of the 19th centur, Southern Californa was prosperig. There was
strong demand for propert and housing throughout the region, paricularly in Los
Angeles. The City kept annexing nearby towns, ranches, and fanands, expanding its

boundaries which by 1909 included all of the present-day Historic West Adams District.
LaiJ.d, ûnce liï1pûssible tû sell at even $5 an acre, conunanded ever-increasing prices and
not infequently spured "speculative mania," in the words of pioneer resident Hars
Newmark, in his memoir, Sixty Years in Southern California.

The real estate speculation resulted in numerous boom-and-bust cycles in the City's
housing market. Nonetheless, in 1907, "nineteen substatial citizens," including General
Moses Hazeltine Sherman and his brother-in-law, Eli P. Clark, parners in the Los
Angeles Pacific Railroad Co., "united to create an exclusive residential enclave."



Historical Significance - Holmes-Shannon House-ontinuation page 2

When Victoria Park was established, Pico Street was 80 feet wide and paved, but it was
at urban Los Angeles' western reaches. Thc "countryside" still stretched west of here,
and there was only a railroad track to the south, where Veruce Boulevard is now.

Victoria Park was laid out atop West Adams Heights Hill with views of the city and of
the mountans, "from Old Baldy to the sea." "Victoria Park has especially good car
service," an ad of October i 907 touted. The closeness of the train tracks and quick travel
time to Downtown "wil enable business men residing in Victoria Park to take luncheon
at home."

Victoria Park was laid out in a rounded shape that can trace its inspiration to the work of
Frederick Law Olmsted, the chieflandscape architect for Central Park in New York City.
Olmsted, called the founder of American landscape architecture, felt that circular shapes
broke up the linear look of most urban areas.

In Victoria Park, the lots were large enough to accommodate "homes of the highest
class," each of which would use its lot number as its address (i.e.: Victoria Park No. 83),
as was done in other exclusive enclaves like Chester Place, St. James Park, and Berkeley
Squae. The neighborhood's "drves," rather than "streets," were promoted as being "all
100 feet in width, with petrolith-paved roadways and seven-foot cement sidewalks."
Moreover, "the continuous stretches of lawn and shrubbery are most attractive. Victoria
Park is beautifully lighted by stone and wrought iron electroliers, fifteen feet high, with
five large electrc globes on each." The developers lined the winding streets with
"hundreds of palms, acacias and Monterey pines," along with tropical plantings.

Many of the original homes in Victoria Park were built between 1910 and 1915, and they
were handsome and substatial indeed, with extensive use of high quality woods like
mahogany and oak, paneled walls, beamed ceilings, conservatories and sun rooms, ornate
leaded and staed glass, and imposing exterior facades, often three stories in height. The
Holmes-Shannon House was one of the first homes to be completed, and represents a fine
extat example of this period of development in Victoria Park.

The West Adams area was the prime area for residential real estate at the tur of the
centur. The location of Victoria Park in the West Adas area should have assured it of
Success. However, that was not to be so, even though some very substatial manions
were erected at the beginng. The sale of lots in Victoria Park, which had been
subdivided befûle World Was ì, was far fewer than had been hoped. Shortiy añer the
war, Victoria Park was rezoned and multi-family buildings appeared. A number of
handsome duplexes were built there in the 1920's and 1930's.
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The Arrovo Guild of Fellow Craftsman

The Arroyo Guild - of which Robert Farquhar Train and Robert Edmund Willams were
"the Architects;" there were no others in the Guild - played a pivotal role in the home-
building and life-style sensibilities of Southern California in the early 20th centu.

The Guild was organized by, and derived its guiding philosophy from George Wharon
James (1858-1923). He wrote a series of travel guides to the Southwest and lectured
across the country on a variety of topics - Indian lore, the literary history of California,
the ecology of the Southwest - illustrating his talks with colored slides. In i 895, James
settled in Pasadena and promptly became a booster of Arroyo
cultue. The outdoor life in the Southwest, the Ars and Crafts
movement, and Indian Crafts, were fixed by James as its
essential elements. James brought this sensibility to the
editorship of the Arroyo Craftsman magazine (1909) in what he
termed "simple living, high thinking, pure democracy, genuine
ar, honest craftsmanship, nahial inspiration, and exalted
aspiration." The Arroyo Craftsman spoke for the Aroyo Guild,
an association of Arroyo arisans who hoped to build and
furish homes for Southern Californans. "They will plan your
home," James promised, "whether it be a palace or a bungalow,
they will design its every detail; the stained glass, the wall and
ceiling decorations, the hangings of every description, the
carets, the furihie, the mantles, the gas and electric fixhies, the vases, the pichies -

and all will be done with that rational, systematic harony which comes of experience
and expert knowledge."

The Aroyo Guild had a president, the English arist Walter Lees Judson, dean of the
USC School of Fine Ars. George Wharon James served as secreta of the Guild and
provided its joural, but the publication folded after just one issue. What is importt
about the Arroyo Craftsman, however, is its expression of the Aroyoan ideal: "the
spiritualization of daly life through an aestheticism tied to crafts and local materials...
simplicity, health, peace, content, and pure, simple, democratic ar." This ideal would
begin in the home and be expressed through it. The Aroyoans believed this new
approach was destined to become the style guide to domestic living in 20th centu
~A~-rerica an,d to a degree, they v¡ere rig.l-t. .l~Jtccording to the Los Angeles histûrj, City ûf

Quartz, "The Aroyo Set was preeminent in defining the visual arts, architecture, and
cultural parameters ofturn-of-the-eentur Los Angeles.... The Arroyo Guild was a
seminal point of intersection between the mission-myth romantics and the Pasadena
franchise of the Ars-and-Crafts movement."
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Train and Wiliams. Architects

Little is known, biographically, of Robert Edmund Willams. He was born January 16,
1874, in Hespeler, Ontario, Canada and arved in Los Angeles in 1895. There is
evidence that a brother, Norman, had come to Los Angeles the previous year (1894) and
that Robert Edmund's appearance was part of a Wiliams family exodus out of Canada.
Robert's father, Wiliam Wiliams, a clergyman (born in 1836), and mother, Mary
Buran Williams (born in 1834), joined their sons, Robert and Norman, in Los Angeles
in 1899. The four lived together at 1040 3151 Street. At a later unown date, Robert
maried Ane Pierce, a Canadian. Whether she moved in with the family Willams is
unknown. At any rate, in a 1930 census, Robert, age 56, was no longer maried to Anne.
He had a different wife, Jean K. (born circa 1887), and a young daughter, Lois (born circa
1925) and they now lived at 802 North Avenue 66, Highand Park.

Much more is known of Robert Farquhar Train. His father, John Farquhar Train, and
mother, Elizabeth (Hood) Train, were natives of Mancheline, Ayr, Scotland, and Derby,
England, respectively. The former, who was a commercial traveler, died in Nottingham,
England in 1872; the latter died in 1883, age 54. Many of the Train were prominent in
milita and political circles in Scotland and England, and of the Hoods, tradition traces

them back to the celebrated and probably fictitious Robin Hood, and to the historical
figure ofthe Earl of Huntington.

Our subject architect, Robert F. Train, was born in Nottingham, England, December 4,
1870. In 1884, he accompaned his aunt Susie to the United States and for 3 years lived
in Ilinois and Nebraska. For nearly a year he was employed as a clerk in a ban, after
which he worked as an architectural draughtsman in Denver and Colorado Springs. He
attended the University of Ilinois, at Champagne, Ilinois, where he pursued a course in
architectual engineering. Apparently, he found employment at the 1892-1893 World's
Colombian Exposition (also known as the Chicago World's Fair), designing, or assisting
in the design of some portion of the White City.

In July, 1894, Train came to Los Angeles and entered into a parership with G. A.
Howard, Jr. They opened an offce at 125Y: South Sprig Street, then relocated the
following year to 254 South Broadway. It is unclear at which point the firm acquired
Wiliams and pared company with Howard but at any rate, the parership of Train and
\Villifuï1s VvâS ïespûnsible foi designing the First t"¡ational Bank of Long Beach at 115
Pine Avenue (1900), the Conservative Life Insurance Company Building on Hil and 3'd
Streets (1901), the Fullerton Masonic Temple at 201 N. Harbor Blvd. (1901), the First
Congregationa Church at Hope and Eighth Street (1902), the Los Angeles Furniture
Company on Spring Street between 6th and 7th Streets (1904), the Carlton Building at
723-725 South Hil (1907), the Pythian Castle Hall ("the finest castle in the Southwest")
on 16th Street between Hil Street and Grand Avenue (1908), the "general plan" for the
University of Southern California campus (1910; USC was the first institution of higher
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learng in Los Angeles), the architectural design for the USC Administration building

(1910), the Fran A. Forster mansion in San Juan Capistrano (1910; National Register of
Historic Places), the l3-story Sun Drug Building on Broadway between 7th and 8th Streets

(1912), the Herbert J. Goudge Building (now the
Jewelry Trade Building) at 5th Strcet and
Broadway (19 i 2), in its day the largest lease ever
executed in Los Angeles (the Los Angeles Times
called the $4,000,000 lease a "mammoth
transaction"), a 13-story, wafer-like skyscraper
dubbed a "chiey block" - because of its darg
slimness - financed by an anonymous syndicate
on West 7th Street between Spring and Main
(1913), the Herbert J. Goudge Gothic "Business
Block" (with its $2,000,000 lease, "one of the
most important (buildings J in the realty annals of
Los Angeles") on Spring Street between 6th and 7'h
Streets (1913), the 900-seat Woodley Theatre at
840 South Broadway (1913), the Hosfield
Building at 242-246 South Broadway (1914),
which served as an annex to what was then City

Hall, with the purse of absorbing so-called bureaucratic "overflow," the "three-

cornered" Arroyo Seco Branch Librar at Piedmont and Pasadena Avenues (19 14), and
the Administration buildig of the Cawston Ostrch Fan in South Pasadena (1920), to
name just a few of their many commercial and residential strctues.

:-,".';I '
,

"...'1'''')\
"""";,".'

As is plain from this list, not a small percentage of Train and Wiliams structues were
responsible for shaping the pre- World War I skyline of downtown Los Angeles.

-
~r"!lnificrl1t ßiiiìrling Plunri('l 11~' Aríhit('l.s Trnm ,.. W¡ii~'lm.t 'tlf IIcrblrt J. (kiige.
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It is also wort noting that afer the December, 1910 fire which destroyed the building
housing the USC College of Fine Arts in Highland Park, Train and Williams were
commissioned to design the new building. When the USC campus finally absorbed the
College of Fine Arts, the building at 200 Nort A venue 66 (National Register of Historic
Places) became the horne of Judson Studios (the "Tiffany of the West"), and this fact-

buttressed by the Aroyo Guild association between Train, Williams and Judson -
supports the contention (impossible to prove because a second fire destroyed all wrtten
records), tht the magificent examples of stained glass ar found throughout the Holmes-

Shanon House were indeed provided by Judson Studios. Also supporting this
contention is the Train and Williams-designed Robert Williams House at 840 North
Avenue 66 in Highand Park (1905) which includes a large panel of stained glass
(actually, a light box similar to that in the Holmes-Shannon House) known to have been
created by Judson Studios.

ROBERT. FARQUHAR TRAIN
FIR' 01-' TRAIN &: WlLU)fS

An:hiteet¡' CQDSo;j-\'I,t1vli Lira. 11.W
lenner Bldiis. Born NoUlnghiim,

186~. A-il"'("l In CalHorli)¡\
Addr.,,,.. 1,05 ÁIl~ll,¡;.

ROBERT EDMUND WILLIAMS
FH01 01' TRAJ:¡ &. \"'JLLIA:IS

_\n..hil,-~"i" IJ: tho: Con~.:rvt\U\'e Lire HIJ¡i,li:il;_ nom
1-'''IW¡'''. Üinada, I."H. o\n¡....i in CaL. l895.

A'¡dp:s~. J~.-,,, .\ri¡¡(,i"s.
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Nelle Holmes and Michael Shannon. "Pioneer Residents of California"

Nellie Holmes Shanon and Michacl Shanon built the Holmes-Shannon House and
lived there until their deaths in 1924 and 1931 respectively.

Nellie Holmes Shanon was born at Mission San Jose, Alameda County, California, in
1863. In 1849, her father, a native of Massachusetts, Samuel Oliver Holmes - a "49'er"
- had crossed the mid-Western plains with an ox-team train of prairie schooners and
settled first in San Francisco, then in San Jose. He died in 1868. Nelle's mother, Mary
J. (Norris) Holmes, was a native of Ohio. The Holmes family was related to the New
England poet and scholar, Oliver Wendell Holmes. Such was the literar power and
sway of Oliver Wendell Holmes, that Arthur Conan Doyle reportedly named his fictional
detective after him.

In 1911, Nellie, "one of Los Angeles' notable woman financiers and realty holders, as
well as a woman of noble character who was one of the city's leaders in chartable,
philanthropic, and club life," undertook the construction of the subject house for $13,000,
a considerable sum at the time. It is her name on the deed.

Nelle died "after a brief illness" on June 21, 1924, at the age
of61. A Los Angeles Times obitu ofJune 23, 1924,

reported that she was a "pioneer of this city" and that "at the
time of her death she was treasurer of the Los Angeles
Brownng Club and had been closely identified with many of
the women's clubs and social welfare agencies here." Funeral
services were held in the subject residence. She was buried in
Inglewood Cemetery.

Nellie's husband, Michael Shannon, was born in County
Clare, Ireland, in 1844. He came to the United States in 1860,
where he served in the Civil War, went back to Ireland to aid
his countr in its fight for freedom, then retued to the
States. "In 1868, May 10, to be exact," he arrived in San
Francisco, "a husky young Irishman ofthe 'ould sod'.. . afer a

long and tedious voyage 'around the horn'." He immediately
"fûllïd emplüyment ~with the old Central Pacific Railroad,
now the Southern Pacific, and was rapidly advanced until he
became Superintendent of Construction." When the east and
west were joined by the uniting of the Union Pacific with the
Central Pacific, Michael Shanon witnessed the drving of the
golden spike at Promontory, Utah territory, on May 12, 1869.
Michael Shanon was put in charge of the constrction gang
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that brought the first railroad into Los Angeles. "My first night in Los Angeles, May 10,
1875, I spent at the old Pico House," he recounted to the L.A. Evening Express in a 1923
interview. "The next morning, I got up bright and early and took a walk out on the hils
west of Main Street, about where the courhouse now stads, to have a look at the town.
There was no town to see, nothing but a collection of' dobies, inhabited principally by
Mexicans.. ..The only business blocks in town were from Main to Alameda streets, on
Commercial. Saloons were the principal decoration, and you could get a fight anywhere
along that street, at any time of the day or night, with no trouble at alL."

In the spring of 1889, Shanon concluded he had "done enough railroading to last me for
the balance of my days, so I applied for a job on the Los Angeles police force. At that
time, there were no white men in the deparment. The force consisted of a few mounted
Mexicans. When they made an arest, they didn't step up and place their hands on a
man's shoulder and tell him he was under arest. They just lassoed their man and
dragged him up to the horn of their saddles, Mayor Spence, who was also police justice,
decided it was time to use different methods, so he fired all the Mexicans and put on 10
white men. Offcer Walker, who was stationed at the Southern Pacific station for so
many years, got badge No. i, while I drew No. 10. This I retained until I retired in
1907."

According to a Los Angeles Times aricle of March 27,1927, entitled "Beginngs of Los
Angeles," Michael Shannon was "a famliar figue to Angelinos of the (18)80's and
'90's," and to him "belongs the distinction of being the city's first, and, for years, only
traffic offcer. It was at the junction of Sprig and Temple streets, in the early '90's that
Offcer Shanon determined to ebb the flow of man and beast... The intersection which
he commanded, literally, was long known as 'Shannon's Point.'"

A Los Angeles Times aricle on April 12, 1928 entitled: "First Traffic Cop 'Hooked' All
Speeders" revealed that Michael Shanon's early methods were considered instrctive in
police circles - he'd become par of the curculum. "'Times have changed since

Michael Shanon, Los Angeles's first traffc officer, stood at his post at Temple and
Main (sic),' patrolmen attending the ¡police) instrction course... were told... by
Inspector Jack Finlinson. According to ¡Finlinson), Shanon cared a long cane with a
hook on its end, and when reckless drvers speeded thorough that congested intersection
in 1889, he pulled up their steeds by hookig into the bridles. Every seat in the
auditorium was filled by offcers takng the course...."

However, in a Los Angeles Times aricle of April 18, 1928, entitled "Traffc Copping
Was Rough Work When City Was Wild," Shanon emphatically discredited reports "that
he used a hook to snag the nags that would not obey his signals. 'Not a bit of it!' he said
indignantly in his rich Irish brogue, 'I would have to grab them by the neck or the bridle
with my hands and make them back up.'"
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Michael Shanon died in thc subject residence on April 6, 1931, at the age of 87. He was
interred in Inglewood Cemetery. In his May 8,1931 obituar, the Times noted that
Shannon was "the first real trafc policeman the city had," and that the Temple and
Spring intersection was "known among many as Shanon's Point, deriving fame from the
fact that the study cop on duty there would permit no horse to cross the intersection
faster than a walk."
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Michael Francis Shannon, Grand Exalted Ruler

Michael Francis Shanon lived in the Holmes-Shannon House from the date of
construction, in 1911, until his death in 1953.

Michael Francis Shanon was born on July 28, 1887 on South Broadway, in Los
Angeles, the only child of Michael and Nellie Holmes Shanon, "much esteemed pioneer
residents of Californa and Los Angeles." Michael Francis received his high school
education at St. Vincent's College and it was there he first distinguished himself A Los
Angeles Times aricle of May 24,1904, entitled "Gold Medal Orator," subtitled "Francis
Shanon, Son of Popular Policeman Wins Honors at St. Vincent's College," detals how
in a field of ten or eleven competitors, "young Shanon received the unanimous verdict
ofthe judges for being the best declaimer. His selection was the 'Chariot Race,' in . Ben
Hur' and his renderig... was so eloquent and spirited that the audience was worked up
to the highest pitch of enthusiasm and applause... .Although but in his sixteenth year,
Shannon has distingushed himself as a student and athete... is captain of the second
baseball nie, and is one of the most popular lads in the schooL."

Whle one might suspect his father's stadig in the communty was responsible for the
Times tag an interest in the contest, Michael Francis Shanon's oratorical abilities
must have been genuie, for they seem to have determined the course of his career. He
entered the University of Michigan at Ann Arbor in 1906, receiving a bachelor oflaw
(L1.8.) degree there in 1909. In 1910, he was admitted to the California bar.

On October 21, 1911 - at 6 a.m. - Michael Francis Shannon mared Agnes G. Brown of
126 West Twenty-Fift Street (Los Angeles) in a secret ceremony at which only
imediate relatives were present. Since he was a newly-appointed Deputy Distrct
Attorney, this resulted in mior scandaL "Deputy Distrct Attorney Steals a March on
His Friends and With His Bride Goes on Honeymoon," whispers the title of an October
22, 1911 aricle in the Los Angeles Times: "Those of his friends who desired to see
something of the festivities... leared that efforts in that direction would be in vain, for,

before leaving, the young man and bride had anounced to friends and relatives that
questioning would be futile for they would not disclose where they were going, when
they would retu, or where they will live when they do get back. Michael is a fugitive."

Where they would iive, however, did not iong remain a mystery. Aftcr the honeymoon,
the young couple joined Michael Francis' parents in the subject house. They produced
three children, Eileen Agnes, Michael Francis Jr (1917-1947; died in the subject house),
and Patrcia Louise. Like her mother-in-law, the new Mrs. Shanon joined the Brownng
Society. A notice of a tea in the subject residence appeared in the Februar 24, 1929
issue ofthe Los Angeles Times: "Reading of the shorter poems wil be held Friday, March
22,2:30 o'clock, at the home of Mrs. Michael Shannon, 4311 Victoria Park Drive. Mrs.
L. W. Webb and Mrs. Harlow Kibal wil assist at the tea."
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Michael Francis briefly practiced at the law firm of Hunsaker & Britt (July 1909 to
Janua 1910), then left to form the firm of(P.N.) Meyers and Shanon. He was
appointed Deputy District Attorney of Los Angeles County under District Attorneys John
D. Frcdericks and Thomas Woolwine on Januar 1, 1911, but quit in 1915 to resume
private practice as a litigator specializing in felonies.

His practice was evidently successful or at least sensational, for many of his cases were
covered by the Times. "Scratches To Fix His Fatc" (November 21,1916) headlines an
aricle describing a tral in which A vedia Garadobian stood accused of attempting to rape
Mrs. Claire J. Wilcoxon of Alhambra. The resourceful woman had repelled her attacker
with a hatpin and police were able to identify Garadobian by punctues on his hand.
Putting his client on the stand, Michael Francis coaxed Garadobian through an alibi - the
wounds were innocently sustained while working with an awL. "Lawyer Lashes Self In
Court" (March 6, 1919) rcads the headline of another aricle which details how Michael
Francis set about disproving that a father charged with brutally flogging his 11-year-old
son was not gulty of cruelty. After flailing at his own bared arm with a whip, Michael
Francis showed the astonished jurors that his skin "had not been broken." Michael
Francis was in the Times thoughout Februar, 1920, defending milionaire Thomas
Thorki1dsen, the "Borax King," in a divorce suit rife with sordid accusations of infidelity
and drenness. "Borax King Fighting to Get Nurse's Story Heard," "Question of
Medical Secret Raises New Law Point," "Wife Denies Excessive Use Of Tobacco,
Liquor," "Cour Discredits Maid's Tale of Love-Makg" were just some of the headlines
and sub-headlines jostling for the reader's attention. Much of the trial tured on who
gave whom a certin medical condition. In an attempt to induce a nurse into revealing
that Thorkildsen's wife had contracted venereal disease before she met her husband,
Michael Francis created legal precedent by declarng that the well-recognized privileged
relationship between patient and doctor did not hold for nurses. Michael Francis made
the Times once again on July 12, 1927. An aricle entitled "Pools Case Set For
September" relates how a large pool of businessmen and baners conspired to loan
money at usurous rates under the pretense of issuing stock in a banpted petroleum
company, in violation of the Corporate Securties Act. The convoluted case caught
several of Hollywood's luminares in the unwelcome spotlight - Cecil B. DeMile
(photographed leaving the cour afer posting bail) and Louis B. Mayer, among others.
So numerous were the accused, a clutch of defense attorneys were employed. Among
them, Michael Francis, who pleaded before Judge Stephens that all charges should be
dropped on the grounds that they were incorrectly fied as felonies instead of
misdemeanors a.f1d that the indict.lnents viere "insufficiently specific." His pleas ,vere
overred.

But it was as a member of the Benevolent Protective Order of Elks that Michael Francis
Shannon made national headlines.

Michael Francis was initiated into the Los Angeles Elks Lodge, No. 99, on October 6,
1909. The Elks possess an elaborate ranng system and every change of station was
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carefully recorded. Thus, the Los Angeles Times could report in a biographical aricle of
July 18, 1934 that Michael Francis Shanon was promoted to the rank of Esquire in 1910,

Lecturig Knight in 1911, Loyal Knight in 1912, and Leading Knight in 1913.

lie reached the ran of Exalted
Ruler, the top post for an
individual lodge, in 1914 and
"under his domination the
lodge enjoyed one of its most
successful years." In 1916,

Michael Francis was made an
honorar life member of Lodge
No. 99. But this was all local
stuff. Michael Francis had
¡,'Ieater ambitions.

From 1918 to 1919, Michael
Francis served as District Deputy Grand Exalted Ruler for the entire South Central
Californa district, then Grand Esquire in 1920-1921. He was appointed member of the
Grand Lodge committee on judiciar, on which he served from 1921 to 1926. Like the

judiciar which constitutes the civilian legal system, the Elks possessed their own cours.
In 1931, Michael Francis was appointed Justice of the Grand Foru, the Elk's version of
the U.S. Supreme Cour,

In the early years ofthe 20th centur, Elks numbered in the hundreds of thousands.
70,000 members served in World War 1,100,000 in World War 11. Members were
generally admitted from the better parts of society and membership wasn't merely
honorable, it was a point of pride. Nor is the organization quaint. Clint Eastwood is a
member (Monterey Lodge No. 1285). To give some idea of the status of membership, it
is importt to grasp who belonged. Presidents Waren G. Harding, Franklin D.

Roosevelt, Har S. Truan, John F. Kennedy, and Gerald Ford, General John Pershing,

Speaker ofthe House Tip O'Neill, Speaker of the House Tom Foley, Lawrence Welk,
Will Rogers, Jack Benny, Wiliam F. Cody, Vince Lombardi, and Mickey Mantle, to
name a smattering, were all Elks. Viewed in this light, it should come as no surrise that
holding the top position in this vast, prestigious organzation was considered an
achievement only slightly inferior to becoming President of the United States.

Indeed, elections to Grand Exalted Ruler were covered extensively by the press.
Campaignig involved the sort of tours associated with rung for national political
offce. A press photograph of May 23, 1934 appeared in the Los Angeles Times for no

other reason than to note that Michael F. Shanon was a candidate for Grand Exalted
Ruler. What made his campaign especially daunting was the lack of precedent ~ no
Southern Californian had ever held the post.
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Nonetheless, on July 17, 1934, at the Grand Lodge Convention of held in Kansas City,
Missouri, Michael Francis Shanon defied the odds and was elected Grand Exalted Ruler
of the Benevolent Protective Order of Elks, an achievement vaulting him to national
prominence. The Associated Press covered thc election and distributed photographs of
Michael Francis to major newspapers. His acceptance speech was reprinted by the Los
Angles Times under the rubric, "Red's Revolution Moves Fought By Elk's Ruler";

This year there stads before the Order of Elks an objective more importnt than all
others. While the President of the United States and the other duly constitued offcers of

our government... are strggling to restore order out of economic chaos, forces that have

nothing to do with decent industrial organizations, that have no sympathy with the
accredited leaders of labor, who refer to the great middle class of this countr... as the

"bourgeois," contend that in this country there is a class distinct and apar, whom they
pretend to love, called the worker.... To exalt this imaginar class, they would destroy
the business ofthis countr, disrupt family relations, abolish religion, and tear down the
flag. On December 24 of last year, the executive committee of the Communist
International, meeting at Moscow, in a published statement of aims and purposes, of its
progr said, "there is no way out of the general crisis of capitalism other than the one
shown by the October revolution.' The October revolution was an orgy of blood and
murder that for brutality and cruelty has never been exceeded by the most barbarous of
people... (Tn this countr) youth organiztions, formed to teach not only disrespect, but
hate, for American institutions, have appeared everyhere. Organizations, under
patriotic names, but designed to destroy confidence in our government are meeting
nightly. Many organizations exist with names which would indicate that their purose is
to promote peace, when their real purose is to interest God-fearing, peace-loving
people... (in) the very organation that would destroy their temples of worship...
Scattered throughout every section of the land are groups who regard themselves as
members of combat forces prepared and anious for the ultimate of violence, a violence
which they hope to brig about by mob excitation.... The time has arived in America
when the issue is 'Shall it be the Sta and Stripes of the Uuited States of America or
shall it be the red flag of the Communist International?' This is no longer the time
merely to talk our devotion to the flag aod the institutions for which.it stads - it is time

to act our love of countr. Wil you, my brothers,join with me in a dedication of this
order and its every lodge to a year of militat patriotism? The time for action is here.
Distrct and precinct leaders! ClassifY your man power as to its usefulness... Let the
brains of the builders be as active as the brams of the wreckers. Find out who are
teaching your children and what they are teaching them. The great body of American
school-teachers in public schools and colleges are of the highest type... but one teacher
of subversive or '"wobbly' doctres is a menace.... Let no school in any city in which an
Elk's lodge exists be a meeting place for those who would... destroy the sacred
institutions ofthis countr.... This progr, when foIIowed, wil make us the taget of
the human ostrches who would hide their heads to danger. It also wil make us the
enemy ûf every anti.Amencan within and without the üniteû States.... ìvly brothers of
the Grand Lodge, when you and I have finished this year of service to the order, we will
bave made a substatial contribution to the well-being of our great countr. Pacifism,
confusion, and disorder are the allies of Communism. Let our way be stright and plain.
Do not be concerned about being anti-Socialist, anti-Nazi, anti-Fascist, anti-Utopia.
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On August 5, 1934, Michael Francis gave an interview in Chicago in which he pledged
his loyal Elks to a campaign of "militant patriotism." He urged the formation of a
"patriotic American youth movement" as a bulwark against "sinister attempts to destroy
American institutions." He explained that he would leave Chicago, August 9, to embark
on a privately-piloted 1 0,000 mile airplane flight around the countr to institute his new
policy of "pro-American." He told the interviewer his first stop would be Boston, "which
Communists have made their District No. i headquarters." From there, he would ride his
"steed of the air in (his) modern version of Paul Revere's ride," to visit all major cities in
the U.S. where he would summon 130 of his newly appointed district deputies. These
would be sent back to every lodge in the most important 1,400 cities in the United States
with a "detailed plan in which the entire manpower of the order, 500,000 strong when
classified and organzed, wil move forward at a given signal (italics mine) in a national
program of militat Americanism."

Speaking at a banquet in his honor, on August 28, 1934, at the Biltmore Hotel in Los
Angeles, attended by California Governor Fran Merram (sworn in at age 69, the oldest
governor in the history of Californa,) Los
Angeles Mayor Fran Shaw (whose
notoriously corrupt administration would
earn him the distinction, in 1938, of being
the first mayor in the United States thown
out of office by voter recall), Har L.
Harper, president of the Chamber of
Commerce, as well as two thousand Elks,
Michael Francis once more laid out his
program of "Militant Americanism." This
entailed a plan for what he referred to as a
"'war agaist subversive Red activities." Mayor Frank Shaw on far left, Shannoli2°O from right

On December 18, 1934, in his capacity as Grand
Exalted Ruler, Michael Francis appeared before a
House commttee investigating Un-American activities
in Washington, D.C. where, called to the witness stand,
he "denounced the propaganda methods of Soviet
Russia." (Ths pre-McCary-era committee was

actually called the Special Committee on Un-American
Activities Authorized to investigate Nazi Propaganda
and Certain Other Propaganda Activities. In 1934, it
held public and private hearngs in six cities,
questioned hundreds of witnesses and collected
testimony filling 4,300 pages. Its mandate was to get
"inormation on how foreign subversive propaganda
entered the U.S. and the organzations that were

spreading it.") Michael Francis Shanon's testimony on the witness stad was captued
by the International News Photo company and distrbuted nationally.
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In 1935, Michael Francis' reign as Grand Exalted Ruler ended (it was a I-year
appointment), and though he receded from the spotlight, he remained both active and
prominent in club and fraternal circles. He was a noted member of the Californa
Republican pary and was a delegate to the Republican National Convention in 1940. He
was a member of his college law fraternty, Sigma Alpha Epsilon, the Los Angeles
Chamber of Commerce, a celebrated member ("Past Exalted Ruler") of his beloved
Lodge No. 99, remained an officer of the Grand Lodge, belonged to the Knickerbocker
Club, was a Knghts Templar Mason, a member of the AI Malaikah Temple ofthe Mystic
Shrine at Los Angeles, the Los Angeles Athetic Club, the Union League, the Michigan
University Alini Association, and the American, Californan, and Los Angeles Bar

Associations. He was Director and Legal Advisor of the Santa Teresita Sanatorium of
Duare, a director of the Crippled Children's Society, and a member of Ramona Lodge,
Native Sons of the Golden West. Presidential posts continued to occupy him. He was
President of the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick, President of tfie Southern Californa
Chamber of Commerce, President of the Central Business District Association, and
President of the Citizen Committee ofTen Thousand, a non-parisan organization
comprised of most ofthe leading merchants and manufacturers of the city, which took an
active par in the election of state legislators and members of the board of education in
Los Angeles.

On November 17, 1953, at the age of 65, Michael Francis Shanon died in St. Vincent's
Hospita afer a "short ilness." His body lay in state at the Los Angeles Elks Club

Lodge, No. 99, from 2 to 5 pm, on November 19th. His Los Angeles Times obituar
observed that he was instruenta in bringing the 1954 convention of the Elks Grand
Lodge to Los Angeles and reminded readers that he was still "the only Southern
Californian" ever to become Grand Exalted Ruler.
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