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Councilmember Wendy Greuel
200 N. Spring Street, Rm. 475
Los Angeles, CA 90012
councilmember.greuel@lacity.org
Ph. (213) 473-7002

Re: LADWP Addition to the City of Los Angeles Water Conservation Plan

Dear council member Greuel,

The Piping Industry Progress and Education Trust Fund representing 14 Plumbers and
Pipe fitters local unions and over 500 union contractors supports the attached
Resolution known as the "Water Efficiency Requirements for the construction of new
buildings and the installation of new plumbing fixtures in existing buildings in the city".

As with the LEED ordinance, the CRA PLA and the Retrofit ordinance, all which are
great and progressive public policies that the city has enacted in the last year, your
approval of this water conservation ordinance from the LADWP will save water and
energy while sustaining and creating good jobs. This is the right thing to do.

We respectfully request your unqualified support of this ordinance as proposed by the
LADWP. Thanking you in advance, I remain.

Very truly yours,

~~I,~
Michael T. Massey
Executive Director

501 SHATTO PLACE. SUITE 200 - LOS ANGELES. CA 90020-1786 - PHONE (213) 382-5255 - FAX (213) 382~2501



RESOL.UTION NO. _

WHEREAS, the City of Los Angeles Board of Water and Power Commissioners (Board)
is committed to fulfilling its obligation to the next generation of Angelenos by creating
sustainable sources of water for the future; and

WHEREAS, current water supply conditions require short-term strategies and long-range
planning to sustain a reliable supply of water to meet current and future demand for water
supplies; and

WHEREAS, on May 15, 2008, the Mayor of Los Angeles unv '. the'City of
Los Angeles' Water Action Plan, calling for increased wate_~,,!'1'\' ation, water recycling,
and other water management measures to ensure a sust~1 lef'lj! ter supply for City of
Los Angeles (City); and",

""..
WHEREAS, the Mayor also encouraged regiona .
achieve conservation goals; and

.';.... A1,,·
critical public health, safety,WHEREAS, water conservation constitutes a legiti

welfare, economic and sanitation cOllcern; and

i
I
i
I

WHEREAS, the ~DWP has.prep.are%. ",e? additi?<'~i~;(i;;ity of .Los Angeles'.
Water Conservalion Plan which Will man()t i'l!iltallatlonof~jlVatersaving technologies
which will conserve water resources and ~pu ";'''' for~w water in the City in new
buildings and the lnstalla . f new plumbl'i!!g,tis<fure ting buildings.
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Sec. 125.00 TITLE AND PURPOSE

This article shall be known as Water Efficiency Requirements for the construction
of new buildings and the installation of new plumbing fixtures in existing buildings in the
City. The purpose of this article is to impose water efficiency requirements for the
construction of new buildings and the installation of new plumbing fixtures in existing
buildings to minimize the effect of any water shortages to the customers of the City; and,
.by means of this article, to adopt provisions that will reduce the umption of water
over an extended period of time, thereby extending the availab r. required for
customers while reducing hardship on the City and the gene . lie to the greatest
extent possible, voluntary conservation efforts having pr~~ insufficient.

• • •
Sec. 125.01 DECLARATION OF POLICY ."\

Sec. 125.02 DEFINITIONS AN

iciency
ity's

m beneficial

It is hereby declared that it is in the inter
measures for new development in the City. T·
water supply, water resources available to the Ci
use to the extent possible.

" \'\ ..··1<_ • " '. ·"';f,w~lifr·'"
The following terms have been de [pe ::".::i~",\'lJ..?inange'basedon recognized

industry terms ..Other definitions relating t&:~lu~"ihiffil'q~l;,~~·::arein the City of Los
Angeles Plumbing Cod . "\\\'$11' ff"~

. '~;:~~:t
~i;4

1. ty of Mecha~,if<ltEngineers.
!i~#>

2. Pa;SV)" are assemblies consisting of a
rat to a faucet with a built-in diverter.
ray valves shall be equipped with an integral
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3. .e e rlor heat exchanger that transfers heat from
tside air.

4. Standards Association.

5. "cycles of con ,,' ntration" is the aocumulation of dissolved minerals in a cooling
tower recirculating water.

6. "Dual Flush" means a toilet that has two flush modes, one at 1.1 gallons per flush or
less and one at 1.6 gallons per flush or less.

7. "Energy Star®" is a government-backed program helping businesses and
individuals protect the environment through energy efficiency.



8. "High Efficiency Toilet" is a toilet that flushes with no more than 1.28 gallons of
water. A dual flush toilet is equivalent to a high efficiency toilet.

9. "High Efficiency Urinal" is a fixture that flushes with no more than 0.5 gallons of
water. A non-water use urinal is a high efficiency urinal.

).

i
I 10. "IAPMO" is the Intemational Association of Plumbing and Mechanical Officials.

o1;'t~~"
11. "Kitchen or Bar Sink Faucet" is a device opening that dr~,i1i\'s"Waterinto an

" approved receptacle in domestic or commercial installa!,lc;\~'~",Faucets that drain into
other types of sinks, such as clinic sinks, floor sinks, §,~fVl1fi!!\:' ks and other similar
sinks are not included. " ,:j~f'"

4fJi¥i,(~,,'. '.~~~~.,
12. "Lavatory Faucet" is a faucet that drains int;:lt~''favafbrybasin in""

commercial installation. ,{'0"

13. "Metering Faucet" is a faucet that after actuaf
predetermined volume or for a predetermined p
duration can be fixed or adjustabl. ",

"~l1~ii'" ~,~,
.::Iiln-seswater of ai''''
f time. The volume or cycle

14. "Non-Water Urinals" are plumbin

15. "Potable Wa~~
purposes thafme

for drinking, culinary, and domestic
Ith authority having jurisdiction.

",
rs " " ,"109fixtures in residences and apartments,

hospitals, and restrooms in commercial
'.,£1,\hlilreintended for the use of a family or an individual.
~;~b'iV

ean§'all uses of fixtures or structures that are not defined

18. "Self-Closin •
mechanism is r

"is a faucet designed to close itself as the activating
d.

'.
19. "Single-Pass Cooling Systems" are systems within which water is circulated only

once to cool equipment before disposal.

20. "US EPA" is the United States Environmental Protection Agency.

21. "Water Closet, Electro-Hydraulic Tank Type" is a water closet of the siphonic or
washdown type that utilizes motors, pumps, and controllers to assist the flushing
action by monitoring and controlling the flush and dictating the exact discharge from
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the tank into the bowl. All electro-hydraulic tank type water closets shall have a
maximum effective flush volume of not more than 1.28 gallons (4.8 liters) of water per
flush in accordance with ASME A112.19.2fCSA B45.1 or ASME A112.19.14 and shall
also be listed to the EPA WaterSense Tank-Type High Efficiency Toilet Specification.
The effective flush volume for dual flush toilets is the composite, average flush
volume of two reduced flushes and one full flush.

22. "Water Closet, Gravity" is a water closet that is designed to flush the bowl by
gravity. All gravity type water closets shall have a maximum ~.ff!il.ctiveflush volume of
not more than 1.28 gallons (4.8 liters) of water per flush in,~#ill5faance with ASME
A112.19.2fCSA B45.1 or ASME A112.19.14 and shall a! listed to the
EPA WaterSense Tank-Type High Efficiency Toilet S2, ,,' .n. The effective flush
volume for dual flush toilets is the composite, averag~lflush ',':", e of two reduced
flushes and one full flush. "i", "

23. "Water Closet, Pressure-Assist Type" is'~ ter closet with a pre re vessel
installed within its tank that uses water su'~ ,essurs"to compress eritil!ip~ed air
When the flushing mechanism is activated, the:', 1;~"'6j-edin the com'~ressed air is
released, causing a surge of water into the bowl. sure-assist type water
closets shall have a maximum eft tive flush volu at more than 1.28 gallons
(4.8 liters) of water per flush in ac with ASM2. 1\3.2ICSA845.1 or
ASME A112.19.14 and shall also b e EPA ",,§~nse Tank-Type High
Efficiency Toilet Specification. The e ec I . ,." olume fpr dual flush toilets is the

,~'" ~;-~.r<" 'l"
composite, average flush volume of iW9" re9$l" , s"and one full flush.

- .. . ':~{~"$~"
r of gallons~!?fwater p r cycle per cubic foot (fe) that the

,'"..er Factor fdll~ clothes washer (residential or '
, ','d by the qua1'lliWof water in Liter/Gallon (L/G) used to

, . ,foot (fts) of machine drum capacity. The
dis shall be calculated by the quantity of water

sh and rinse cycle.

Effec
installations a
requirements:

(a), Toilets

All toilets installed shall be high efficiency fixtures. The maximum flush volume for
high efficiency toilets shall not exceed 1.28 gallons of water (effective) per flush (gpf).

(b) Urinals

All urinals installed shall be high efficiency fixtures. The maximum flush volume of
high efficiency urinals shall not exceed 0.5 gallon of water per flush. Effective October 1,
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(c), Faucets

I
2010, the maximum flush volume of high efficiency urinals shall not exceed 0.125 gallon
of water per flush.

All faucets inpublic restrooms must be self-closing. The flow rate for all indoor
. faucets shall be 2.2 gallons per minute (gpm) except as follows:

•

The maximum flow rate for private or private use lav ~wy faucets shall be
1.5 gpm (5,6 Lpm). ...•\.
The maximum flow rate for public use lavatory"t.""" ts, shall be
0.5 gpm. Exception. Metering faucets shall ,9,~1ii/eti(t'· more than 0.25 gallon
(1.0 liter) of water per cycle. '~(ifi'
The maximum flow rate for a pre-rins~,\~it~i"alve ins
commercial kitchen to remove food J)C;(I'i'gte ffom cookwar •
to cleaning shall be 1.6 gpm (6.0:'fo),

(d) Showerheads

All showerheads must be low-flow with a maximu ,low rate that does not
exceed 2.0 gallons per minute. This rJ'~~)Ii.~mentshall noi'~~p'!y to ,anyemergency
showerhead installed for health or safetWptfllt~ s. ";}~r!t1!;j\'

''\~J::, .,"~", if~·r§·
(e) Dishwashers'" .s- s

1. The maximu
accordanc1<,,'.

.. 1
L DISHWASHER WATER USE

0.95

0.62

1.16

Chemical-
Maximum gallons

errack

.,
'I
! 0.90 0.98

2. The maximum water use per washing cycle for high efficiency domestic
dishwashers shall be 5.8 gallons.

All installed dishwashers must be Energy Star® rated.

(f) Cooling Towers
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All cooling towers must be operated at a minimum of 5.5 cycles of concentration.

(g) Use of Single-Pass Cooling Systems

. Single-pass cooling systems are strictly prohibited for use in devices, processes,
or equipment installed in commercial, industrial, or multi-family residential buildings. This
prohibition shall not apply to devices, processes, or equipment installed for health or
safety purposes that cannot operate safely otherwise.

Sec. 12S.04 AUTHORIZATION

The various officers, boards, departments, burear ...
hereby authorized and directed to immediately impl~m~ntthe appli
Article upon the effective date hereof. 'f;)~S" .,

es of the City are
. revisions of this

Sec. 12S.05 APPLICATION

I this Article requires written approval from
. Such exemption will only be granted for existing

fixtures is infeasible because their installation will
Ifare. Any petition for exemption must be

If any section. ubsection, clause or phrase in this Article or the application
thereof to any person or circumstances is for any reason held invalid, the validity of the
remainder of the Article or the application of such provision to other persons or
circumstances shall not be affected thereby. The City Council hereby declares that it
would have passed this Article and each section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase
thereof, irrespective of the fact that one or more sections, subsections, sentences,
clauses or phrases or the application thereof to any person or circumstances be held
invalid. .
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Board recommends that the Council of the City
adopt an ordinance amending the Los Angeles Plumbing Code by amending Section
103.1.2.9 to read as follows, wit:

Sec. 103.1.2.9 HIGH EFFICIENCY FIXTURES

(a) Residential. Whenever new fixtures are installed, all water closets, shower
heads, faucets and dishwashers shall be High Efficiency fixtures installed in accordance
with the regulations of the City's Water Conservation Plan. ~~R,tumbing permit is not
required for the installation of High Efficiency water closets, {0vv§t,',heads,faucets and
dishwashers in existing one and two family dwelling units w one as part of the City's
"Water Conservation Retrofit Program" pursuant to'dit". , ,'s water conservation
regulations. These permit exempted installations shall"~~ limit~'·.· the replacement of
non-~ater efficient water closets, shower heads, faM$~t~..i!lt)d dish'''~'h,.rs with new, H~gh
Efficiency water closets, shower heads, faucets, a ';' dishWashers instalL on the exlstinq
rough-in plumbing outlets. Plumbing perm" be t£lquired for 81. iEfficiency
fixtures in new buildings. This Code Secti,.,~.;",.s nof' ,aive the requ,,;,; ent for a
licensed plumbing contractor to perform the instal'~l~Jl . 'Pligh EfficiencY"water fixture
in an apartment unit or non-owner-occupied single-fcii1'ii(:'iJ:lweliings.

(b) Commercial. Whenever ures are ins' .,.~glal\water closets, urinals,
shower heads, faucets and dishwash . e High Effipj~ilcy fixtures installed in
accordance with the regulations of tl\~. . Jer c~Wservation Ordinance. A
plumbing permit shall be obtained for botfj, n ernent installations of all High
Efficiency water closet ", and dishW'~: ers to ",Irm that the new installation or
replacement is in a .ith the reg~.tations of the City's Water Conservation
Ordinance. In all,,,,' ' upancies,1i\,Qualified Installer, as defined in Section
94.219.0 shall perfor 'on of any l!;~';iiEofficiencywater fixture or appliance.

Secretary

<.,
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