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Los Angeles City Council
Room 395, City Hall
200 North Spring Street
Los Angeles, California 90012

ATIENTION: Barbara Greaves, Legislative Assistant
Planning and Land Use Management Committee

CASE NUMBER: CHC-2009-738-HCM
SECOND CHURCH OF CHRIST SCIENTIST READING ROOM AND LIBRARY
2634 ....2642 SOUTH HOOVER STREET

At the Cultural Heritage Commission meeting of May 21, 2009, the Commission moved to include the above
property in the list of Historic-Cultural Monument, subject to adoption by the City Council.

As required under the provisions of Section 22.171.10 of the Los Angeles Administrative Code, the Commission
has solicited opinions and information from the office of the Council District in which the site is located and from
any Department or Bureau of the city whose operations may be affected by the designation of such site as a
Historic-Cultural Monument. Such designation in and of itself has no fiscal impact. Future applications for permits
may cause minimal administrative costs.

The City Council, according to the guidelines set forth in Section 22.171 of the Los Angeles Administrative Code,
shall act on the proposed inclusion to the list within 90 days of the Council or Commission action, whichever first
occurs. By resolution, the Council may extend the period for good cause for an additional 15 days.

The Cultural Heritage Commission would appreciate your inclusion of .the subject modification to the list of
Historic-Cultural Monuments upon adoption by the City Council.

The above Cultural Heritage Commission action was taken by the following vote; .

Moved:
Seconded:
Ayes:
Nays:
Absent:
Vote:

Commissioner Louie
Commissioner Dake
Commissioner Barron
Commissioner Scott
Commissioner Lehrer
3-1

Fe C. Pi 01, Commission Executive Assistant
Cultural Heritage Commission

c: Councilmember Bernard C. Parks, Eight Council District
West Adams Heritage Association
Waltco Las Vegas LLC
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Date JUN 2 2 2009

Waltco Las Vegas LLC
Attn: Walter F. Conn
725 South Figueroa Street, No 1535
Los Angeles, CA 90017

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

CASE NUMBER: CHC-2009-738-HCM
SECOND CHURCH OF CHRIST SCIENTIST READING ROOM AND LIBRARY
2634 - 2642 SOUTH HOOVER STREET

As you will note from the attached copy of our communication to the Los Angeles City Council, the
Cultural Heritage Commission has moved to include the interior of the above-referenced property in the
current designation of this Historic-Cultural Monument, subject to adoption by the City Council.

In due course, our transmittal will be given a council file number and will be referred to the Council's
Planning and Land Use Management Committee for review and recommendation. If you are interested in
attending the Council Committee meeting, you should call Barbara Greaves at (213) 978-1068 for
information as to the time and place of the Committee and City Council meetings regarding this matter.
Please give Ms. Greaves at least one week from the date of this letter to schedule this item on the
Committee Agenda before you call her.

F I C. Pi gol, Commission Executive Assistant
Cultural eritage Commission

Ifcp

Attachment: CHC Declaration Letter to Council and Staff Reportwith Findings

C: GIS



ITEM 9
Los Angeles Department of City Planning

RECOMMENDATION REPORT

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION CASE NO.: CHC-2009-738-HCM
ENV-2009-739-CE

HEARING DATE:
TIME:
PLACE:

May 21,2009
10:00 AM
City Hall, Room 1010
200 N. Spring Street
Los Angeles, CA
90012

Location: 2634-2642 South Hoover Street
Council District: 8
Community Plan Area: South Los Angeles
Area Planning Commission: South Los Angeles
Neighborhood Council: Empowerment Congress
North Area
Legal Description: FR1 or Re-Subdivision of Lots 7,
10, 11 and 14 in Belgravia

PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the
SECOND CHURCH OF CHRIST, SCIENTIST
READING ROOM AND LIBRARY

RECOMMENDATION

Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument

West Adams Heritage Association
2263 South Harvard Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 90018

Waltco Las Vegas LLC,
725 South Figueroa Street, No. 1535
Los Angeles, CA 90017
Contact: Walter F. Conn

Walter F. Conn
Waltco Las Vegas LLC,
800 West 6th Street, 6th floor
Los Angeles, CA 90017

That the Cultural Heritage Commission:

REQUEST:

APPLICANT:

OWNER:

1. Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los Angeles Administrative Code
Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.7

2. Adopt the report findings.

S. GAIL GOLDBERG, AICP

Dirz:::;:

Ken Bernstein, AICP, Manager
Office of Historic Resources

Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect
Office of Historic Resources

Attachments: February, 2009 Historic-Cultural Monument Application
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2634-42 South Hoover St.
CHC-2009-738-HCM
Page 2 of4

FINDINGS

1. The building "embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type
specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style or method of construction" as an
example of Georgian-Revival style architecture.

2. The property reflects "the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or
community" for its association with the Second Church of Christ, Scientist sanctuary
building and congregation.

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT ("CEQA") FINDINGS

The Commission hereby recommends that Council find the proposed designation of the Second
Church of Christ, Scientist Reading Room and Library building as a Historic-Cultural Monument to
be exempt from further analysis under the Califomia Environmental Quality Act pursuant to Title
14 of the Califomia Code of Regulations, Sections 15308 (Class 8) and 15331 (Class 31).

CRITERIA

The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument as
any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures or
sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community is
reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important events
in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose
individual genius influenced his age.

SUMMARY

Built in 1941 in the University Park area of Los Angeles, the subject building exhibits character-
defining features of Georgian Revival style architecture. The building consists of three
interconnecting sections arranged on an irregular plan: a one-story partial octagonal form section,
a one-and-a-half story north-south wing, and a two-story east-west wing. The roofs of all three
sections are steeply-hipped roofs with tiled shingles. Placed off-center, the octagonal section
houses features a recessed entry framed by a stylized pilaster and a simplified pediment. Each
bay of the entry section features casement windows. This section also features a comice with
simple scalloped design. All building sections are constructed of steel framing and brick painted
white. The one-and-a-half story wing features paired multi-pane French doors with sidelights, fan
lights, and stylized pilasters and decorative roundels. The two-story section features single and
paired multi-pane casement windows with wrought iron balconettes. An original neon "Christian
Science Reading Room" sign is still extant over the window on the west bay of the entry section.
Historical interior features appear to be largely intact, with extensive wood paneling and cabinetry,
built-in counters, and original light fixtures .

..... ···Tii'e=8ec5ndenurcl1=of=G=hris"t=8eientist"Reauirrg=Ro-om=arrct4::ibrary=btlilding"'WaS=built=fof'the .
members of the adjacent Second Church of Christ Scientist sanctuary (Historic-Cultural
Monument #57; 1910). Designed by architect Alfred F. Rosenheim, the Beaux Arts-Italian
Renaissance Revival building is one of the most prominent landmarks in the area, owing to its
size and monumental dome. About thirty years after its construction, Leon Joseph Corby (1889-
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1972), a relatively unknown architect and member of the congregation, designed the church
group's Reading Room and Library on adjacent lots. The octagonal section housed an
information desk and librarian area while the adjoining one-and-a-half story section housed the
Reading Room and Library. The two-story section contained committee rooms and a nursery.

The subject building appears to have few alterations, with the exception of the addition of a shed
roof over the rear door, a short metal fence on the west wall, and security bars over many first
floor windows.

FINDINGS

The Second Ch urch of Chrlst, SCie'fl!isf Reading Room arid Library buildirigpfopenysUccessfi.iIIY
meets two of the specified Historic-Cultural Monument criteria: 1) "embodies the distinguishing
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style
or method of construction," and 2) reflects "the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the
nation, State or community." As an institutional building designed in the Georgian-Revival style
and associated with the adjacent Second Church of Christ, Scientist sanctuary (HCM #57) and its
congregation, the property qualifies for designation as a Historic-Cultural Monument based on
these criteria.

The subject building is significantly related to the Second Church of Christ, Scientist sanctuary by
its proximity, use, and significance to the congregation of the sanctuary building. Although most
Reading Rooms were located in commercial areas, the subject building may be one of the few to
be located in a mostly residential area when constructed and in close proximity to its main
sanctuary. The subject building is also significant for its distinctive use of the Georgian Revival
style, employing the architectural style on an irregularly-planned configuration.

BACKGROUND

At its meeting of March 19, 2009, the Cultural Heritage Commission voted to take the application
under .consideration. The Cultural Heritage Commission toured the subject property on April 15,
2009.

On May 11, 2009, the staff of the Office of Historic Resources received and reviewed a draft
analysis report by Anna Marie Brooks.

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT ("CEQA") REVIEW

State of California CEQA Guidelines, Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 "consists of actions taken
by regulatory agencies, as authorized by state or local ordinance, to assure the maintenance,
restoration, enhancement, or protection of the environment where the regulatory process involves
procedures for protection of the environment."

State of California CEQA Guidelines Article 19, Section 15331, Class 31 "consists of projects
limited to maintenance, repair, stabilization, rehabilitation, restoration, preservation, conservation

' ''.' ..'.'.'''.o£J:ftC;gn~t[Ug.tlon-ofhL$Jori2.ElLes.qyrc!tsj!MM1JI1[JaeLcgJ]Ej§trmLwitb~tfJ.fL/;;.f3Il.[.etalJ'J!Lthf!JateIigJ::s,-==o=
Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for Preserving, Rehabilitating,
Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic buildings."

The designation of the Second Church of Christ, Scientist Reading Room and Library building as
a Historic-Cultural Monument in accordance with Chapter 9, Article 1, of The City of Los Angeles
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Administrative Code ("LAAC") will ensure that future construction activities involving the subject
property are regulated in accordance with Section 22.171.14 of the LAAC. The purpose of the
designation is to prevent significant impacts to a Historic-Cultural Monument through the
application of the standards set forth in the LAAC. Without the regulation imposed by way of the
pending designation, the historic significance and integrity of the subject property could be lost
through incompatible alterations and new construction and the demolition of irreplaceable historic
structures. The Secretary of the Interior's Standards of Rehabilitation are expressly incorporated
into the LAAC and provide standards conceming the historically appropriate construction activities
which will ensure the continued preservation of the subject property.

The use of Categorical Exemption Class 8 in connection with the proposed designation is
consistent With the goalS of maintaining;Testoring;-enhancing;-and protectingthe-environment-
through the imposition of regulations designed to prevent the degradation of Historic-Cultural
Monuments.

The use of Categorical Exemption Class 31 in connection with the proposed designation is
consistent with the goals relating to the preservation, rehabilitation, restoration and reconstruction
of Historic buildings in a manner consistent with the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for the
Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for Preserving Rehabilitating, Restoring, and
Reconstructing Historic Buildings.



Los Angeles Department of City Planning
RECOMMENDATION REPORT

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION CASE NO.: CHC-2009-738-HCM
ENV-2009-739-CE

HEARING DATE:
TIME:
PLACE:

March 19, 2009
10:00 AM
City Hall, Room 1010
200 N. Spring Street
Los Angeles, CA
90012

Location:2634-2642 South Hoover Street
Council District: 8
Community Plan Area: South Los Angeles
Area Planning Commission: South Los Angeles
Neighborhood Council: Empowerment Congress
North Area
Legal Description: FR1 or Re-Subdivision of Lots 7,
10, 11 and 14 in Belgravia

PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the
SECOND CHURCH OF CHRIST, SCIENTIST
READING ROOM AND LIBRARY

REQUEST:

APPLICANT:

Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument

West Adams Heritage Association
2263 South Harvard Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 90018

OWNER: Waltco Las Vegas LLC,
725 South Figueroa Street, No. 1535
Los Angeles, CA 90017
Contact: Walter F. Conn

RECOMMENDATION That the Cultural Heritage Commission:

1. Take the property under consideration as a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los
Angeles Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.10
because the application and accompanying photo documentation suggest the submittal
may warrant further investigation.

2. Adopt the report findings.

S. GAIL GOLDBERG, AICP

Dir~

~" Pre~~t;'" A~h",,1
Office of Historic Resources

Ken Bernstein, AICP, Manager
Office of Historic Resources

Attachments: February, 2009 Historic-Cultural Monument Application
ZIMAS Report
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SUMMARY

Built in 1941 in the University District area of Los Angeles, subject building exhibits character-
defining features of Georgian Revival style architecture. The building consists of three
interconnecting sections arranged on an irregular plan: a one-story partial octagonal form section,
a one-and-a-half story north-south wing, and a two-story east-west wing. The roofs of all three
sections are steeply-hipped roofs with tiled shingles. Placed off-center, the octagonal section
houses features a recessed entry framed by a stylized pilaster and a simplified pediment. Each
bay of the entry section features casement windows. This section also features a cornice with
simple scalloped design. All building sections are constructed of steel framing and brick painted
white. The one-and-a-half story wing features paired multi-pane French doors with sidelights, fan
Iights, and stylized.pilasters...and..d.e.c9rative...fQIJD.deJ§,.Tbe . .t'!I!Q:i?!Qry§.~c;tL()D.fe~tl!r:.~.!lLrlg.L~_~Qcj_...
paired multi-pane casement windows with wrought iron balconettes. An original neon "Christian
Science Reading Room" sign is still extant over the window on the west bay of the entry section.
Historical interior features appear to be largely intact, with extensive wood paneling and cabinetry,
built-in counters, and original light fixtures.

The Second Church of Christ, Scientist Reading Room and Library building was built for the
members of the adjacent Second Church of Christ Scientist sanctuary (Historic-Cultural
Monument #57; 1910). Designed by architect Alfred F. Rosenheim, the Beaux Arts-Italian
Renaissance Revival building is one of the. most prominent landmarks in the area, owing to its
size and monumental dome. About thirty years after its construction, Leon Joseph Korby (1889-
1972), a relatively unknown architect and member of the congregation, designed the church
group's Reading Room and Library on adjacent lots. The octagonal section housed an
information desk and librarian area while the adjoining one-and-a-half story section housed the
Reading Room and Library. The.two-story section contained committee rooms-and a nursery.

The subject building appears to have few alterations, with the exception of the addition of a shed
roof over the rear door, a short metal fence on the west wall, and security bars over many first
floor windows.

CRITERIA

The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument as
any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures or
sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community is
reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important events
in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose
individual genius influenced his age.

FINDINGS

Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that the
==···applicat4Gn·i~cGmplet~and4hat4be4JJ;opert}LiscSignifiGant.enoug.l::tJ:o~abLanLfurther=invas1igation===== •.=

as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument.
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CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION

HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT NOMINATION·
TYPE OR PRINT IN ALL CAPITAL BLOCK LEITERS

IDENTIFICATION
1. NAME OF PROPOSED MONUMENT: SECOND CHURCH OF CHRIST, SCIENTIST/SECOND

CHLJRCIj OF CHRIST, SCIENTIST READING ROOM AND LIBRARY

2. STREET ADDRESS: 948 WEST ADAMS BLVD., LOS ANGELES, CA 90007 (CHURCH SANCTUARY);

2536 SOUTH HOOVER BLVD., LOS ANGELES, CA 90007 (READING ROOM AND LIBRARY)

COUNCIL DISTRICT: 8

3. ASSESSOR'S PARCEL NUMBER: APN #5123-001-406 AND 5123-001-004

4. LEGAL DESCRIPTION: GRANT DEED ATTACHED

Parcel 1: lots 4 and 5 of Belgravia Tract in the City of Los Angeles, County of Los Angeles, State of
California, as per map recorded in Book 23 page 54 of Miscellaneous Records, records of said county.

Parcel 2: lots 1,2 and 3 of the Resubdivision of lots 7, 10, 11, and 14 of Belgravia Tract, in the City of Los
Anqeles, County of Los Angeles, State of California, as per map recorded in Book 83 page 22 of
Miscellaneous Records, records of said county.

5. RANGE OF ADDRESSES ON PROPERTY: 946-948 WEST ADAMS BLVD. (CHURCH

SANCTUARY); 2534-2536-2542 SOUTH HOOVER (RE:ADING ROOM AND LIBRARY)

6. PRESENT OWNER: WAL TCO LAS VEGAS LLC, A NEVADA LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY,

725 SOUTH FIGUEROA STREET, LOS ANGELES CA 90017

[WALTER F. CONN, MANAGING PARTNER)

(ALTERNATIVE CONTACT: Walter F. Conn, CEO, Figueroa Capital Group, 800 W. 6th Street, Suite 750

Los Angeles, CA 90017, 213-403-1694; info@figueroacapitalgroup.com)

OWNER IS: PRIVATE

7. PRESENT USE: VACANT (Certificate of Occupancy is unchanged)

ORIGINAL USE: RELIGIOUS

2



DESCRIPTION

8. ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: GEORGIAN REVIVAL

9. STATE PRESENT PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION OF THE SITE OR STRUCTURE

The imposing Neo-Classical design of the Second Church of Christ" Scientist sanctuary (1907-1910)
reflects the major Christian Science architectural tenets of its era, particularly as expressed by its
classically-inspired details. The Second Church of Christ, Scientist Reading Room and Library (1941-
1942), erected three decades after the sanctuary's original construction, also evokes classical design that
is appropriate for its time, setting and place in Christian Science context, particularly in an urban setting.

(See Attached Physical Description)

10. CONSTRUCTION DATE: FACTUAL"..19!!.1,1942

11. ARCHITECT, DESIGNER, OR ENGINEER: LEON JOSEPH CORBEY

12. CONTRACTOR OR OTHER BUILDER: BEN SCHIEWE

13. DATES OF ENCLOSED PHOTOGRAPHS: FEBRUARY, 2009

14 CONDITION: GOOD

15. ALTERATIONS: NONE VISIBLE EXCEPT REMOVAL OF SHUTTERS AND ADDITION OF

SECURITY DOOR.

16. THREATS TO THE SITE: PRIVAtE DEVELOPMENT

17. IS THE STRUCTURE ON ITS ORIGINAL SITE? YES

SIGNIFICANCE
18. BRIEFLY STATE HISTORIC ANDIOR ARCHITECTURAL IMPORTANCE

The Second Church of Christ, Scientist is recognized as one of Los Angeles's most important cultural
resources. The sanctuary building and the reading room and library have a symbiotic relationship, and
each convey important information about the other.

(See Attached Significance Statement)

19. SOURCES
-- PLEASE SEE APPENDICES FOR BIBLIOGRAPHY.

20. DATE FORM PREPARED: FEBRUARY 27, 2009

PREPARERS NAMES: MITZI MARCH MOGUL AND LAURA MEYERS

ORGANIZATION: WEST ADAMS HERITAGE ASSOCIATION

ORGANIZATION ADDRESS: 2263 SOUTH HARVARD BLVD. LOS ANGELES, CA 90018

323-735-9242; PRESERVA TION@WESTADAMSHERITAGE.ORG

~"=•.=-==."(A[)[)ILIOJ\lAbggIMABY-COlJTACI:-JEANFROSI=DIRECIOROEH1SIQI~IC.ERE.S.FJ~\,I6IJ()_N, .... __ ........=.=.=~==

2341 SCARFFST. LOSANGELES,CA.90007; JFROST@EARTHLlNK.NET)
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Second Church of Christ, Scientist/Second Church of Christ,
Scientist Reading Room and Library

Introduction and Brief Summary

The Second Church of Christ, Scientist, designed by Alfred H. Rosenheim with
Albert C. Martin, built 1907-1910 and designated LA-HCM No. 857 in 1968, is
considered perhaps Los Angeles's most imposing Neo-Classical landmark and
one of Los Angeles's most important cultural resources. The church sanctuary
dominates its setting and is visible from great distances, with a colossal
Corinthian portico and copper-clad dome dominating the design. "Closely
resembling portions of the Mother Church in Boston, the building exemplifies
the continuity and quality of craftsmanship present during the primary period
of development ofCfiristiari Science," according to itsNational Register of
Historic Places Inventory-Nomination Form (declared 4/2/1987).

The Second Church of Christ, Reading Room and Library, designed by Leon
Joseph Corbey and built 1941-1942, has a symbiotic relationship with its church
sanctuary building. Along with the basic fact that the two parcels have been
held in single ownership since approximately 1926, and were conveyed to the
present owner with a single grant deed, the two buildings are indelibly linked
by their history, design relationship and religious practice. Each building
communicates important information about the other.

The Second Church of Christ, Scientist sanctuary building and the Second
Church of Christ, Scientist Reading Room and Library are individually and
together a site of particular importance in the architectural and social history of
the University Park/West Adams community. The Second Church of Christ,
Scientist complex reflects the rise of the West Adams as a suburb for prominent
early settlers in Los Angeles who established business and cultural institutions
in the City, and then documents the change in West Adams and all of Los
Angeles as the City transitioned to an automobile-reliant metropolis.

(See attached expanded Significance Statement)

The Second Church of Christ, Scientist is represented in a prior Historic
Resources Survey (Phase I Survey of Expanded Hoover Redevelopment Area,
Los Angeles Community Redevelopment Agency, 1985) and in that survey was
established as having historical significance, according to author Johnson
Heumann Research Associates, due to its "Historic Association with Second
Church of Christ, Scientist on Adams" as well as its being an "intact example of
Georgian style." This assessment was certified by the Community
Redevelopment Agency's (CRA) board and the Second Church of Christ,
Scientist Reading Room and Library was added to CRA's list of historic
resources. A more recent survey observes that it remains "in good condition
with no apparent visible alterations since the property was last evaluated,"
therefore not changing the original certified assessment.

Second Church of Christ, Scientist Reading Room and Library Introduction 1



This present submission proposes amending the original LA-HCM No. 57 to
include the Second Church of Christ, Scientist Reading Room and Library
structure and the entire single ownership of the associated properties.
Alternatively, the Second Church of Christ, Scientist Reading Room and Library
is extremely significant on its own, as an exemplar of the practice of Christian
Science in Los Angeles.

Significance: Ordinance Criteria

SECTION 22.130 OF THE LOS ANGELES ADMINISTRATIVE (:ODE DEFINES
A CULTURAL-HISTORIC MONUMENT AS;

ANY SITE (INCLUDING SIGNIFICANT TREES OR OTHER PLANT LIFE LOCATION
THEREON), BUILDING OR STRUCTURE OF PARTICULAR HISTORIC OR CULTURAL
SiGNiFICANCE TO THE C11Y01' LOS ANGELES,5UCH-ASBISTORICSTRUCTURES OR
SITES IN WHICH THE BROAD CULTURAL, POLITICAL, ECONOMIC, OR SOCIAL HISTORY
OF THE NATION, STATE OF COMMUNITY IS REFLECTED OR EXEMPLIFIED, OR WHICH
ARE IDENTIFIED WITH HISTORIC PERSONAGES OR WITH IMPORTANT EVENT IN THE
MAIN CURRENTS OF NATIONAL, STATE OR LOCAL HISTORY, OR WHICH EMBODY THE
DISTINGUISHING CHARACTERISTICS OF AN ARCHITECTURAL-TYPE SPECIMEN,
INHERENTLY VALUABLE FOR A STUDY OF A PERIOD, STYLE OR METHOD OF
CONSTRUCTION, OR A NOTABLE WORK OF A MASTER BUILDER, DESIGNER, OR
ARCHITECT WHOSE INDIVIDUAL GENIUS INFLUENCED HIS AGE.

The Second Church of Christ, Scientist Reading Room and Library meets the
ordinance criteria for monument status inwhich the broad cultural, economic,
or social history of the nation, state, or community is reflected or exemplified. It
also demonstrates historic significance because it reflects and exemplifies the
diversity of Los Angeles, a city thatis home to many diverse religions and
individuals with a spectrum of spiritual beliefs.

The Second Church of Christ, Scientist (HCM No. 57) and the Second Church of
Christ, Scientist Reading Room and Library together convey the story of an
important part of Los Angeles's social history, and each building imparts
meaning and significance to the other.

The Second Church of Christ, Scientist Reading Room and Library also meets
the ordinance criteria for monument status because it embodies the
distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently
valuable for a study of a period, style, or method of construction. The Georgian
Revival style of the building exemplifies Christian Science principles of both
design and religious practice.

Second Church of Christ, Scientist Reading Room and Library Introduction 2
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Second Church of Christ, Scientist Reading Room and Library

#8 PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The subject building is located at 2636 Hoover Street, just south of the intersection of
Hoover and Adams, in the West AdamsfUniversity Park area.

Its style is Georgian Revival, consisting of a one-story portion at the front and a two-
story section at the south rear. The main construction material (exterior) is grout-lock
brick (reinforced); the foundation is concrete and the roof is tile shingles and clay barrel
tile along the ridge lines.

The massing of the building is broken into three sections.

The prominent front section is five sections of an "implied" octagon, with a recessed
entry. Behind it, the second section is rectangular and linear, the southerly portion
projecting out to connect with the third section, which is rectangular but vertical. The
building features recessed, multi-paned casement and fixed windows, cornice molding,
wrought iron railings and grilles, and hipped roofs. The third section features a
decorative wrought iron balconette at the second floor window. The "octagonal" portion
serves as the entry and houses a display case, information desk and librarian's area. The
actual Reading Room is in the adjacent room, accessed through a multi-paned door; the
third section contained offices and committee rooms.

The original neon sign, "Christian Science Reading Room" is still extant on the west
facade over the front-facing window. It is horizontal, with curved ends in the Modeme
style of the era. The horizontality is emphasized by two straight lines (or "dashes") to
either side of the words "Reading Room." The lintel below features a Colonial style
lower edge (which would have been emphasized by the original shutters, now missing).

,
The design of the wrought iron on the balconette features a center rosette set within
concentric rectangles and intersected by two comer-to-comer diagonal rods and two
small right-angle rods with pointed ends which jut out symmetrically from the rosette
into the open spaces created by the diagonal rods. Straight vertical "balusters" flank that
central design to form the enclosure. Round finials cap the two comers. This pattern is
repeated on wrought iron window grilles, with a slight variation: the comers of the
grille are set with open circles which echo the rosette shape.

The decorative molding below the cornice is a series of three-quarter round disks. This
pattern is featured on the octagonal section and continues the use of a circle or round
motif as a primary design device.

On the north facade of the horizontal rectangular section is a large Palladian-style window:
fluted pilasters are capped by a modem composite capital, the face of which features the
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surmounts the French doors is capped by a keystone in the Classical manner although it is
separated by a lower frame from the French doors in order to define or form its own area
and mullions create a decorative pattern that again emphasizes the round shape. This same
window order is repeated on the east (rear) elevation. These two windows allow light into
the Reading Room from the north and the east, creating a bright, cheerful space, restrained
yet elegant, classic but not overbearing. A simple multi-paned window admits
southwesterly exposure; a door in the southeast comer apparently leads to the second floor
of the third (vertical) section of the building.

The "octagon" at the front is "completed" in the rear, at the junction between the
horizontal and vertical rectangles which create the main footprint of the building. In
other words, three splayed walls give the impression of being the continuation or
completion of the octagonal shape. althoughitdoesnot "line up' with the front portion,
The roof of this section also functions as a terrace, the railings of which are the same
pattern as the balconette enclosure, also executed in wrought iron. The windows below
have the same grille work as previously mentioned. Other original grillwork is installed
on the rear ground floor windows, although these are plain-designed for functionality
more than aesthetic purposes because they are at the least visible part ofthe building.

A rear entrance is enhanced by decorative wrought iron columns, as this rear entry
would most likely have been used by members or officials coming from either the
Church sanctuary building or the parking area. The entrance on Hoover was mainly for
the convenience of the public.

Inside, the lower front surface of the display/information counter is constructed of wood
set with square recessed panels.

The building appears to be unchanged since it was built. This is supported by LADBS
documentation; no permits were ever taken out for alterations, demolitions, etc.
Originally, the windows were flanked by non-functional, decorative shutters. These are
no longer extant, but appear to be the only details missing from the structure. All the
windows appear to be original; the front door is original, although it is obscured from
view by a metal security door. The door is framed by two fluted pilasters and
entablature in the same classical idiom as the Palladium windows described above, sans
the half-round window. The door itself carries out the Colonial effect with a
combination of six (6) square fixed-pane windows and below that is an incised stylized
hexagonal design. The vestibule features a recessed panel with a mail slot on the right-
hand side. The interior fittings also appear to be original: wood paneling throughout the
ground floor public rooms, built-in counters, hardware, and light fixtures.

The permit for construction was taken out in 1941; the Reading Room opened to the
public on February 16, 1942. In a Los Angeles Times article announcing the opening of
the building to the public, it is identified as a "modified Colonial design." It certainly
resembles a residential structure more than a commercial one. Indeed, by interesting
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further evidence of both the significance of the style and its continuing influence and
adaptation.

This is a deceptively simple structure; its subtle elegance is testament to the thoughtful
sensitivity that went into its planning. Its design was well suited to both the low-key
character of the Christian Science Reading Rooms in general and to this structure's
location on a mostly residential street. It employs characteristics that are graceful and
refmed, Classical (representing respect for formality and tradition) but also the sensible
plain thinking which the Christian Science religion (perhaps all religions) believes is at
the core of its values. The architect, while not enshrined in the limited pantheon of
Master Architects nonetheless demonstrates great facility with this design. The use of
the implied octagonat the front which is then echoed at the rear makes a psychological
connection far thevisitor thatisbotJ:tclever and practical. By inverting basic
geometrical forms, the architect has maximized the square footagewhile minimizing the
footprint, and in so doing has created a design that is both appropriate and pleasing in
terms of the usage of the structure as well as its relationship to the streetscape and
community.

The Second Church of Christ, Scientist Reading Room and Library meets the ordinance
criteria for monument status because it embodies the distinguishing characteristics of
an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period, style, or
method of construction. The building exemplifies Christian Science principles of both
design and religious practice.
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Second Church of Christ, Scientist Reading Room and Library

#17-SIGNIFICANCE STATEMENT

When the Second Church of Christ, Scientist was designated a Historic Cultural Monument
of the City of Los Angeles in 1968, the process for designation was quite different from
today's procedures and methodologies. Preservation in Los Angeles was still quite young
and monument status was largely determined by the Cultural Heritage Board based on their
own initiative and knowledge of historic architecture, rather than from applications
received from the general public. In this context, the Reading Room and Library, although
part of church property, was overlooked at the time, in part because of its age (or lack
thereof; it was just 26 years old at the time), in part because the architecture was not as
opulent as that of the church, and-in large part-·becausetherewasm:n:mderstandingof
the cultural/religious relationship between the church and the reading room.

Recent research has revealed that the role of the reading rooms in the practice of
Christian Science (not to be confused with Religious Science or Scientology) is far more
significant than most people are aware.

The Reading Room building was first officially identified in August 1985 in a survey
conducted for the Community Redevelopment Agency (CRA) of Los Angeles. That
Architectural/Historical Resources Inventory was performed by Johnson Heumann
Research Associates. (See Attached) That survey concluded that the Christian Science
Reading Room at 2634-36 Hoover Street was significant for its "historic association with
Second Church of Christ Scientist on Adams" and because it was (and is) an "intact
example of Georgian style." As a result, the Second Church of Christ, Scientist Reading
Room was placed on the CRA's official list of his ton cal resources. The initial survey
conclusions were certified by the CRA and reaffirmed in 2005 by Peter Moruzzi ofPCR
Services in a survey update for the same agency. (See Attached) The building remains
unchanged. I

The Church of Christ, Scientist was founded in 1879 by Mary Baker Eddy as a result of
her belief that she had recovered from serious illness due to her faith in God and her
reading of the Bible. Thus she began urging others to rely on religious faith to be healed
of illness or injury rather than conventional medical practices. She wrote a book entitled
"Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures" which became the "foundational text"
for the formal practice of the religion. That book, along with the Bible, became the
scriptures, and both are actually "ordained" as the church's "dual impersonal pastor."

These writings of church doctrine are central not only to religious belief, but to
participation. In Christian Science there are no rituals to speak of (the only one requires
kneeling twice a year at a sacrament service while reciting the Lord's Prayer). Similarly,
there are no clergy in the conventional sense. Church branches are run by committees.

was
therefore eRA authorization is required before any changes or demolition can take place)
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Because there is no clergy, weekly one-hour services consist ofhyrnns, prayer, and
readings. These are conducted by two Readers. The First Reader reads passages from
"Science and Health" and the second reads passages from the Bible. To be elected the
First Reader in a branch church is one of the highest and most prestigious positions to
which the laity can aspire. These passages are unchanging, in pre-determined order, and
the annual cycle begins over again as soon as the series is completed. (This is akin to the
reading ofthe Torah in JUdaism, in which a passage is read and studied weekly until the
end has been reached; this is followed by a celebration and then the reading begins all
over again.)

In Christian Science, these passages, which are called the Lesson-Sermons, are studied by
individual religionistsjhroughoutthe preceding week, in anticipation of the official
reading. Thus, the Reading Room ismore centraito church theology than thecliurch .
building itself.

It seems quite clear that, in the practice of Christian Science, the reading room is of
paramount importance-the sanctuary is actually secondary, especially when we realize
that quite often services were/are broadcast on the radio, in lieu of the church itself. (This
does not negate the importance of church buildings such as the Second Church of Christ
Scientist on Adams Boulevard; rather it clarifies and elevates the significance of the
reading rooms.) This is a huge departure from the traditions of more mainstream
religions, in which the experience of religious community is governed by and dependent
upon an assembly, with a clergyman who has the authority and backing of a central
hierarchy and serves as the spiritual leader. Branch Christian Science churches and
societies are subordinate to the Mother Church in terms of following the practices and
tenets laid out by Mary Baker Eddy, but there is no requirement for communal gathering.
Christian Science relies heavily on the individualand hislher sincerity in adhering to the
church's principles. In more conventional churches, the sermon is determined by the
interests and ideas of the local leader, whereas the Christian Science Lesson-Sermon has
a pre-determined topic, identical in every Christian Science church the world over on any
given weekend.

The style and design. of Christian Science churches and reading rooms was not mandated
or proscribed by the Mother Church, but left to the organizing committee of each
congregation. In some instances there were insufficient numbers of congregants to
warrant (or afford) a purpose-built structure and so these groups were called
Christian Science Societies and met in whatever space was available. Again, the religion
is not dependent on a formal sanctuary for its practice. However, the architecture of both
churches and reading rooms reveal much about how the church wanted to be perceived-
as respectful of tradition and history, solid and conservative, while remaining socially
progressive and suitable to their times. While there are reading rooms located in prosaic
storefronts, these are a later iteration and do not fully contribute to understanding either
architectural idioms or Christian Science trends, although they do fulfill religious
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both were the product of the same congregation) that informs us of a much larger story by
putting it in the context of both a religious and urban framework.

Reading is central to Christian Science. The Christian Science Monitor is a well-known
and respected newspaper, published by the Christian Science Publishing Society. The
official organ of the Church is the Christian Science Journal. Reading rooms are usually
located in public places, though occasionally situated within a church building itself.
They are generally managed by members who are there to assist with finding information
and to answer inquiries about the writings and the church.

In order to become a member, application must be made and the applicant sponsored by a
current member. New members are admitted twice a year. A 1908 Edict issued by Mary
BakerEddy required that the identity of church members not be revealed, rather like the
regulations of fraternal orders. However, recent research has uncovered thenamesof at
least four prominent/significant individuals connected to the membership of Second
Church of Christ Scientist:

• William Pridham, who had been a shotgun messenger and Pony Express rider
before becoming the Wells Fargo Agent for Los Angeles, a position which he
held for 40 years.

• Judge John Downey Works began his career in Indiana before moving to Sao
Diego in 1883 where he rose to prominence. In 1896 he moved to Los Angeles as
an Appellate Court judge, where he adjudicated several important cases. He also
became a witness in a case which involved Christian Science. He testified in the
trial of the People vs. Merrill Reed, in which Christian Science parents were
prosecuted (but acquitted) for failure to treat their child, who died of diphtheria.
He also served as President of the Los Angeles City Council aod in 1910 ran-
and was elected-for U.S. Senate.

• City Assessor Ben E. Ward testified at the 1902 Reed trial that he, too, had been
cured by Christian Science. He had suffered from "diabetes, liver complaint,
kidney disease and stomach troubles," along with "opthalmia and astygmatism,"
"pronounced obesity and a lame back." He said that "Christian Science cured him
after all other remedies failed."

• Leon J. Corbey, architect of the Second Church of Christ, Scientist Christiao
Science Reading Room.

The first Reading Room was opened in 1888 in Boston. It was not located in the Mother
Church, but in the Hotel Boylston, which was considered a very up-market establishment.

The Reading Room on Hoover Street was designed in 1941 by architect Leon J. Corbey;
it opened to the public on February 16, 1942. Its style is Georgian Revival. The Period

.....................Reyivf\Lstyleswere especially popular during the first half of the 20th century, prior to
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the last to utilize this somewhat rosy historic idiom. Following the war, architectural
sty les, materials, and social/urban conditions changed dramatically.

Corbey was himself a Christian Scientist and did do several commissions for the Church.
He was born on November 23,1889 in Elgin,Illinois. During World War Ihe was a
Conscientious Objector and received a deferment from enlistment (see Biography).

The architecture of this building is a handsome rendition of the Georgian Revival style
and remains Unchanged after 67 years. The building's design and its remarkable
condition contribute greatly to the case being made to confer monument status, but it is
its cultural/religious importance which is the overriding factor in meeting the necessary
qualifications. There are many houses of worship which have received recognition,
mainly due.to their architectural significance, butrarely has a "secular" structurebeen so
intrinsic to a religious practice as to be acknowledged for the role it plays, rather thanjust
its appearance. This cultural aspect is of great importance, because it defines a 139-year-
old religion which is not as well-known as others and it draws both a connection and a
distinction between the religious sanctusry and the daily rituals of individual religionists.

It is impossible to separate the Second Church of Christ, Scientist Reading Room
building from the adjacent church in terms of its importance to the practice of the
religion. Reading, in Christian Science, carmot be overstated. There are many
assumptions made about Christian Science and its practice and the role of the reading
rooms versus the church. There is a symbiotic relationship between the two which carmot
be disregarded. This is not an abstract interpretation or premise but an impartial
observation of the precepts and protocols which govern a recognized religion.

The Second Church of Christ, Scientist Reading Room and Library meets the ordinance
criteria for monument status in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of
the nation, state, or community is reflected or exemplified. It also demonstrates historic
significance because it reflects and exemplifies the diversity of Los Angeles, a city that is
home to many diverse religions and individuals with a spectrum of spiritual beliefs. The
Second Church of Christ, Scientist (HCM No. 57) and the Second Church of Christ,
Scientist Reading Room and Library together convey the story of an important part of
Los Angeles's social history, and each building imparts meaning and significance to the
other. .
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Second Church of Christ, Scientist Reading Room and Library

Architect Biography:
Leon Joseph Corbey (1889-1972)

Architect Leon Joseph Corbey was a Christian Scientist whose religious beliefs
and social conscience influenced his career and designs. He was the architect of
the Second Church of Christ, Scientist Reading Room and Library in Los
Angeles (1941-1942), and as well he was the architect of the First Church of
Christ, Scientist in Neillsville, Wisconsin (1916), which was placed on the
National Register in 2003. He worked in Chicago for Pond & Pond, a firm noted
for its progressive beliefs and its design of both settlement houses and religious
buildings. InLos Angeles, he was an architect at the A.M. Edelman firm when it
designed the Wilshire Boulevard Temple, among other projects.

Born in 1889 in Elgin, illinois, Corbey expressed an early interest in ' .,
architecture, participating in his high school's Architecture Club. Corbey
attended architecture school at the University of illinois, graduating in 1912. He
was a member and later president of the Chicago Architectural Club. That same
year he joined the company Weary & Alford Co., which was transitioning from
being a manufacturer to being a design firm.

Weary & Alford Co. was established in 1902 as a contractor for mosaics and
tiles, and a manufacturer of bank furnishings. William Hedley Alford was
engaged as manufacturer of and dealer inbank furniture and fittings since
1887. He became Vice-president of Weary & Alford Co. when it was
established. He was not a licensed architect. The company president, Edwin
Delos Weary, also was not an architect, but had been a designer and
manufacturer of bank furniture since 1892.

When the company hired Corbey, a licensed architect and member of AlA, it
was transitioning into its later prominence as an architectural firm. In1909, the
Weary / Alford firm was credited as an interior designer of the American
National Bank, working with the well-known Chicago architecture firm
Holabird and Roche. But with Corbey employed as an in-house architect,
Weary & Alford Co. was credited as the architect for the Metropolitan National
Bank (not extant) on the first floor of the Northstar East Building in
Minneapolis (construction completed, 1917), and the Security Bank Building in
Sioux Falls, South Dakota (construction completed, 1918; placed on the National
Register, 1979).

In1912, Rollin Weary had graduated from Cornell University, also in
architecture. He at some point was also employed by the Weary & Alford firm
"in the field" but when he moved to Chicago and joined the home office in
1917, Corbey departed.

==~..===:.==Qnhiso~CQrb~,"A.~bIigt:i'Hl~<iE!Ilt:if:>thiIIlself,hac1 designed, the First
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The church's front portico is supported by four large classical columns, and its
auditorium windows are of green opalescent art glass. Corbey was
commissioned by the Christian Science Society, Neillsville, which had been
organized in January, 1912. Once the church was dedicated, the Society became
the First Church of Christ, Scientist in Neillsville. On March 31,2003, the First
Church of Christ, Scientist was added to the National Register of Historic
Places.

Corbey was involved in his profession. In 1916, he represented the illinois
chapter of the A.I.A. on the committee presenting the 29th Annual Chicago
Architectural Exhibition at the Art Institute. Among the architects he served
with were Daniel Burnham, John Root, John Holabird, and the brothers Irving
and Allen Pond.

In1917, Corbey registered for the draft as a Conscientious Objector, due to his
Christian Science beliefs (noted on the registration form). By then Corbey was

. employed by Pond & Pond, a firm at which he no doubt felt at home.

Pond & Pond is known for its zeal for social reform, and innovative architecture
. in service to a variety of social service and spiritual missions. The Pond brothers

were part of the social services movement, and they believed that architecture
could be instrumental in curing some of society's ills. At Pond & Pond's core
was, according to the description accompanying their collection at the
University of Michigan, a "belief in cooperation and the power of
complementary forces -- artistic, social and spiritual."

Irving Kane Pond (1857-1939) and Allen Bartlit Pond (1858-1929) were born and
educated in Ann Arbor, Michigan. Early in their careers, the brothers moved to
Chicago. Irving Pond received his degree in civil engineering from the
University of Michigan, and worked as a draftsman in various architectural
firms. Then in 1886, he joined his brother Allen, newly arrived in Chicago, in
the practice of architecture under the firm name of Pond & Pond. Together they
designed many buildings including Hull House, the Chicago Commons, and
the City Club in Chicago.

Both Pond brothers were members of "The Eighteen," the seminal group of
Chicago architects that included Frank Lloyd Wright. Irving is sometimes
credited with coining the term "Prairie Style" when he wrote in 1918 about the
Arts & Crafts Movement: " ... the new style echoled] the spirit of the prairies of
the great Middle West. "

Allen Pond worked diligently for reform in public and special education. He sat
on the board of the Public Education Association and advocated for the cause of
education for the blind and the handicapped. Allen was teaching at Chicago'S
Armour Mission School when he was first introduced to the young Jane
Addams. Excited by her idea of establishing a settlement house in Chicago on
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Hull House, he remained on the board for life and became a close personal
friend of Miss Addams.

Both Pond brothers firmly believed that the social effectiveness of an
architecture project was dependent upon the physical environment. Allen
repeatedly expressed the opinion that architecture, unlike the more ephemeral
arts of music, literature and theater, and the less conspicuous arts of painting
and sculpture, could greatly influence the human spirit. In an essay, he
suggested that architecture" offers the opportunity to aid signally in making an
environment that shall contribute to the health, comfort, charm and distinction
of human life." The brothers' dedication to architecture was founded upon the
belief that man needs beauty if he is to prosper spiritually.

By themidcl920sCorbey had moved to Los Angeles.which was experiencing
major growth and construction of commercial and institutional buildings.
Corbey was granted a certificate to practice architecture in California in 1927.
City Directories indicate that he was working for the A.M. Edelman
architecture firm, a practice noted for its long association with religious
buildings in Los Angeles.

Abram (also referred to as "Abraham" or "A.M.") M. Edelman was one of six
children of the pioneering rabbi, Abram Wolf Edelman (1832-1907), who
presided over the Temple B'Nai Brith synagogue in Los Angeles. He was the
principal architect from the 1880s through the 1920s at his self-named firm.
When Corbey joined the firm, Edelman was in his mid-sixties and had by then
been a practicing architect for three-plus decades. But the firm was still active,
with commissions for the Shrine Auditorium (1920-1926), the Theosophy Hall
(1927), Horace Mann Junior High School, Los Angeles (1930), Los Angeles
Normal School, Los Angeles (1929), Majestic Theatre, Los Angeles (1930),and
Wilshire Boulevard Temple (AKA Congregation B'nai B'rith Temple No.3, Los
Angeles; +929), designed and under construction while Corbey was a member
of the firm.

In1941, Corbey designed the Second Church of Christ, Scientist Reading Room
and Library. By the 1940s, Corbey had been employed by at least two notable
architectural firms, where he certainly was exposed to the methodologies,
concepts and designs of recognized masters, in addition to his own educational
background and architectural experience. Of course, he.was responsible for the
design of at least one, stand-alone church on his own (in Neillsville, Wisconsin)
that is a recognized historic resource and is listed on the National Register.

Close examination of the architecture of this building reveals a design that is
complex, unique, and thoughtful. Corbey's work on the Reading Room is the
work of an extremely capable architect.

Corbey married his wife, Doris I. Corbey, late in life, after the erection of the
"=~~="""=====~eadingRoQm.=Hedie=d~n.Q~cember19Z:2,,=

'M M "M'_ ~ _ _ ~•• _==,::;"'~'~''"'===::;'"''"'"''''=..'"''=_'''"~:;;=~===,;;.;,=='"'=,,;;

Second Church of Christ, Scientist Reading Room and Library/Leon j. Corbey Biography 3



Second Church of Christ, Scientist Reading Room and Library

A History of University Park

It is no surprise that the Second Church of Christ, Scientist was erected in a prominent
location in the University Park District in 1908-1910.

When it was constructed, Adams Boulevard was already "The Street of Dreams:' the
tree-lined boulevard that had cemented the reputation of the area as the City's "blue-
blood" mansion section. The board of Second Church chose this location for their
visually imposing edifice to help secure their own reputation as an organization
deserving of respect and acceptance. The church commanded a view from all locations
and directions, andat the time was the ONLY such colossal building in the area. (Today
itstill impresses, but onemust remember" atthe time there was'noShrirteAuditorium,'
no St. Vincent's Church, no St. John's Church, no Auto Club, and no Patriotic Hall to
interfere with this singular building that dominated the skyline.) ...

The roots of today's University Park neighborhood in the Historic West Adams District
date back to the Victorian era and the population boom that followed the completion of
the transcontinental railroad in 1876. With the last spoke laid for the Union-Pacific
Railroad, the great Western migration reached Los Angeles. Within twenty years, the
dusty pueblo had expanded to the vast fields of mustard, barley and wheat to the south
and west, and L.A: s social center began to move from Bunker Hill to the new exclusive
street, West Adams, and the exclusive residential parks that grew up around it.

Soon the landscape was changing. Spurred by the extension of local horse-drawn
streetcar routes from downtown Los Angeles, significant suburban communities were
created after 1880, including much of the eastern portion of the West Adams District,
the Arlington Heights township, West Adams Heights, Rosedale, along with
fashionable University Park, which included such exclusive subdivisions as Chester
Place and St. James Park, on the north side of Adams Boulevard, as well as impressive
mansions and stately middle class residences on the surrounding streets.

The University District

The University Park neighborhood is part of a section of Los Angeles known in the late
19th century as "West Los Angeles" and/ or the "University District." It is located near
the southern edge of the original boundary of the pueblo of Los Angeles that was
established in 1781. Until the latter part of the 19th century, the District was a mixture of

. marshland, farmland and orchards. In the mid-1870s, the land that became the
University Park District was substantially owned by just a few men: Guadalupe Mason,
John Marcellus Stewart, Judge Anson Brunson, and J.A. Barrows, among others.
Primarily the land was cultivated in a variety of fruits, including citrus and grapes.
Judge Brunson set out a walnut grove.

Starting in that period, portions of the area were subdivided for residential and
~"='==--='-'=cbIDrrfereial'iiSeoyland"specufa:tt)rs;"i:nclumflg-Ee&~geh~s'Pi{).];leersJsaias_Henman,_ce.x7_="_'.=_=='_" __
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three developers offered some of the land to the Methodist Church for a university,
which became the University of Southern California. More than 1,000 Angelenos
gathered on September 4, 1880, to applaud the laying of USC's cornerstone. The
establishment of the university in turn became a catalyst for the development of the
neighborhood.

West Los Angeles' name was changed to University Park in 1883, and its first post office
was established, followed by a general store on the southwest corner of Jefferson and
what is now University Avenue. University Park.'s earliest residents were prosperous
individuals whose fortunes had been derived from real estate and mining interests
locally, and from resources brought with them from other parts of the country. They

. typically purchased five- to ten-acre parcels on which they constructed substantial
houses and planted orchards. The area soon became home to prominent and notable
Angelenos, including-W- G;Kerckhoff,Thomas.Stimson, .Los Angeles.District.Attorney ...
Thomas Bruen Brown, and Judge Charles Silent. Itwas on Adams Street that Senator
Stephen W. Dorsey built his mammoth Victorian" country house." William A. Garland,
later renown for bringing the 1932 Olympics to Los Angeles, erected his own three-
story, gabled Shingle-style mansion.

The boom of the 1880s, when real estate sales actually reached $12 million per month,
was set off by the coming of a second railroad - the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe -
and ensuing rate war which brought fares for the long transcontinental trip to L.A. to an
absurdly low level. Beginning in 1886, the boom reached a peak - but by 1888, the boom
had gone bust, and pioneering families began subdividing their land in University Park
for residential development. Imposing mansions were still erected on the main
thoroughfares, like Adams Street, and in the park-like Chester Place enclave, while
smaller Victorian residences for the city's growing merchant middle class sprouted up
in adjacent tracts.

On the southern side of Adams Boulevard, on ten acres that stretched west from
Figueroa, financier and well-known abolitionist Theodoric Cordenio (T.e.) Severance
created a subdivision that formed the core of the area's most fashionable residential
neighborhood. Today we remember him and his wife - Caroline Maria Seymour
Severance, who in 1911 was the first woman to register to vote in California - by the
self-named avenue that runs between Adams Boulevard and 28th Street. The Severance
Tract is also named for the family.

Just west of the Severance parcel, Thomas Bruen Brown cultivated a ten-acre plot with
oranges. But as the area developed into a residential community, Brown, too, erected an
estate. In 1891, the magazine Rural Californian bemoaned the fact that Thomas Bruen
Brown had run a street (Portland) through his 10-acre Adams Street orange grove.

More Neighbors

Originally Bunker Hill, now part of downtown Los Angeles, was the neighborhood of
choice for homes of the city's prominent families, but as the population grew and the

==",cil¥'scornmercta1SQre.exP<lJ:1~.<:tt:he.<tffll1.eIltl:>egClIll1eading .west to build their stately
homes. Spurred by the extension ofloCaI1i.orse-drawrisfreetcarroil1:esrr()IDCluwfi:t5Wn~"~==='==~~=
(including Judge R.M. Widney's streetcar line to the University district), distinctive
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suburban residential neighborhoods began to emerge. By the late 1880's West Adams
Street was becoming a corridor off of which the most fashionable neighborhoods were
springing to life.

The original residents of North University Park were a veritable Who's Who of early Los
Angeles. They included such recognizable names as William Banning, Isidore
Dockweiler and Edward 1.Doheny. Others may be less famous today, but were no less
important to the city's history. Those who made their home in the area included:
Senator Stephen Dorsey; William A. Garland, who was instrumental in bringing the
1932 Olympics to Los Angeles; J. Ross Clark, who founded Citizens National Bank;
William G. Kerckhoff, who founded the Pacific Light and Power Company; Homer
Laughlin, a retired Ohio entrepreneur who sold his interests in the Homer Laughlin
China Company and erected the Grand Central Market in Downtown; hotelier Alfred
Clay Bilicke;who-wouldgodown withthe-busitaniain-1915;andMarkSibley _
Severance (Caroline and T.C:s son), who had married the favorite niece of railroad
baron Mark Hopkins.

At 900 West Adams Street, on the comer of Bruen Brown's former orange grove, rose
the three-story Victorian mansion of the Hon. Russell Judson Waters (1843 -1911), a
founder of the City of Redlands, an elected U.S. Congressman (1899-1901), President of
Citizens Bank, and officer of the Los Angeles Chamber of Commerce who had many
business interests in land, water, natural gas and the like.

It was next door to the Waters mansion that the Second Church of Christ, Scientist,
found its new home in 1907. Itwas erected with much fanfare and accolades - a
dramatic contrast to the newspaper headlines of just a few years previous, when those
who practiced the Christian Science faith were often depicted as crackpots. With its
opening in 1910, the members of Second Church of Christ, Scientist had achieved their
goal of respectability, and more: Their church sanctuary with its magnificent dome
completely and utterly dominated the University Park and West Adams landscape.

Transitions

By the end of World War I a full generation had passed since the birth of North
University Park. Many original residents had passed away. Other homes housed the
widows of the men who had built them - elegant, elderly ladies who watched as their
neighborhood changed. Additional streetcar lines and the advent of automobiles
generated a new westward expansion, with fine homes now being built in Hancock
Park and Beverly Hills. -

And, University Park was no longer just a "streetcar suburb." In the 1920s, City officials
voted to widen Hoover Street into a 100-foot boulevard between University Park and
Los Feliz. The project was "completed" (but not all the way to Los Feliz) in 1930. By
then, of course, many (if not most) of its members were arriving to the Second Church
of Christ, Scientist by automobile rather than streetcar, trolley or train. The
congregation's purchase of adjacent parcels in the mid-1920s, the demolition of existing

"=="""====,resi~ces~an<iuse=0.LthelijJldfQJ'jIl1II\e~ateRar};ir\lQg}1Ieflec1jg~()1I=~~~g~Le~~"=
transition Into the automobile-reliant SOCIetyit is today. -- ---=--=-=-----=~-
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(We do not know if the immediate plan was to erect the Reading Room and Library at
that time (or not), but in any case when the Depression hit it may not have been
possible to build.)

Meantime, the ever-growing University of Southern California created a need for more
student housing, and the large residences were ideal as boarding houses. According to a
history of the University Park library branch written in the early 1950s, "changes in this
community had begun before 1936 but proceeded more rapidly since. The upper
middle class homes originally surrounding the [University Park) branch [library) have
been taken over almost entirely as student housing for the University of Southern
California .... The former wealthy and exclusive section to the north of us has, for the
most part, been taken over by fraternity and sorority groups." A large number of
regular patrons, the report noted, had been forced by the Depression to give up their
ltorrres.:

Some of the nearby mansions were re-envisioned for institutional use. For example,
Marymount High School was established in 1924 (as a young woman's finishing school)
at the Brockman estate, located at 814 West 28th Street. By the 1940s the estate had
transferred hands again, and was now the Alpha Delta Pi sorority, which it still is
today.

The library history also noted that, by the early 1940s/'nearly all [students) have
automobiles which are parked in every available foot of space for blocks around the
campus." So it is no wonder that once the Reading Room and Library was completed
that Second Church of Christ, Scientist once again expanded its parking capacity by
removing the house at 2642 South Hoover Blvd. (sometime after the preparation of the
1949 Sanborn Map, attached) and creating a parking lot.

The Second Church of Christ, Scientist erected a religious building that was completely
in character with the residential built form of the neighborhood, which by 1942 had not
changed despite the changes in its occupancies. That the structure faced Hoover
Boulevard demonstrates their intention to welcome those who would travel on this
now-major, automobile-oriented boulevard, whether the traveler had intended the
Second Church of Christ, Scientist Reading Room and Library as his or her destination,
or whether the traveler noticed the building due to its location on a well-traveled road.
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FACT AND
COMMENT

"By tho

Real Estate Editor
Charles C. Cohen

What a relicf "and encouragement to have a building
authority come here from Wasblngton and not chill
us to the heels with scare talk.

Giv!n~ basis for new hope, Milton W. Morris, SCCw

retary-treeeueer of the Home Builders Emergency Corn-
·~rnlttec, arrived last week with information of activities
· to ease the building situation. The committee is not a

government agency but represents the Home Builders
· Institute of America and the National Association of

Real Estate Boards.
It.hi'lS,goUogcther..with<~(cnS(!_H.9"W!i}}gJ;Q::9.n1jl'l.~,~~~ ,.

Palmer on some very vital issues. They'll find out definite-
ly how many houses nre needed in a defense area and

'how Iar- private indusb:y is prepared to go in building:
them, The houses the industry can't- or won't build will
be constructed by Uncle Sam,

In telling: this to the Southland members of the build-
erg' Institute Mr. MOl'l'ls thereby also gave an uplift to

, private ownership of homes.
What private industry wants and should have is the

" same ease of materlala supply that government housing
, projects have had.

The committee Is interested in a program including
well-ordered allocation of any surplus cdtical materials

, supply to private enterprise. It Is Interested in Building
Code changes, expansion of the defense housing provi-
sions of the National Housing Act, and a lot of other
things. All this is based on not Interfering with the, na-
tion's war- needs.

The nCl"Ve.-jangllng thing has been the negative. ap-
proach to the building situation by various governmental

. spokesmen. There's been too much "You can't do this,
you can't do that," and not enough emphasiting by them
of the con-de privileges. They gloom up the situation
arid yet private Industry is expected to fill the bill.

One such OffiCial, I hear, /.":"othimself well spanked in
Washington after coming out here and talking out of
turn. Anyho\"",while nobody expects governmental gloom-
spreaders are going forthwith 10 tum their braying into
sweet canary warbling; it'll at least pleasant to believe
that at last washington itself w(lnts them to change then-
tune.

Given a Jair- break, private Industry will always do a
mighty good job.

Figueroa St. City's Longest;
Wiley' Post Ave..Shortest

Grt'.lter T,o:<:An~cTc::: h:l.!; ..bout i.«~,bankers, rral e.<tllte dealers
20,116 streets, the 10n!<e5L 01 nnd nthers, is complete lor Los
which Is r-'!~croa lit .. which has '\n~clc.<;,Bell, Beverly Hills, Bur-

-Iength of 2i!= mile.>:; the enoncst h;ml>. Compton, Culver Cit)', 1';1
I;: ·\\,ilc)' f'o~LAvc., whkh Jolns S(t~\!l1do, c a r ne n a. Glenda!!:,
Will ROf:'CrsAve .• a [e\I' hundn:d Hawthorne, HUntington Park,
yards from the junction of xreu- 1n.lilell'ood, Lynwood, Naywood,
chr,:;ler nnd 1..1'\TiJer;t Avos. SOlllll Gate, san Frtntmdo, South
. Tho:<e mnt nlan}' olher rlctaill1 Pnsadena, San Pedro, snma xren.
or imc!"t',~t lmtl tmporemcc Were i~'l.I,Vernon, Van Nu~'s and WU.

'"rl!H'lo"l~!tn N'epllraliol1 of n com. nllng!on,
lliCle ?on!np; <Il1(\~ccvcrrng mosr; In the event or nn~' $ul}scfluenl
of the county, Just announced, 'officIal cllangcl: in any of the

The wlde SOOfX' or tho auas zonln~ detalls, thev \I'm he made
was made known in tho dlsclos-] immcdiato!y avalla'ble In the form
ure that,Gef;!lrl Flt7.~rald, prcm-, or cnrrected mnps, It W\'Il: 0.'"
Incm downtown hUsineM eX~II'! pillinet!, Work is raplrlly lK!in,ff
uve. Jlad collllhor1llcd in the ror completed on a counc- zoning

ma. non '. r....."." ... '." ..m..UJlS Whic~atJa~ which prob."tbly will Include-compri:;e the Ilulllkat!on, It Wi'S another 100 maps:.
_... "",Jlplpt,ctl ou~ fhllt Ille auos. nIH\!
~~11ffiYil~Uffi1imr.lmliffilna: ....c:;;;.;;:::=,,· ..·'c..·, ......···,,="..,..,...,. zrport Job~

\rilh arrtvat of approl.:imntci)·
20,000 feet of cicctrtc cabfe fit VI.
~alia :'.Junic1pal Akp!)rt the! s;l40"
000 projecl will he i-us n ert
thrnllg:h, It \171S reported rrem
\'h:nlia.

roQuest Historical Newspapers Los Angeles. Times (. - 1986)

j

IN NEW HOME COMMUNITY-The dwelling pictured ebcve typifies the charm of the
varied ronch-type homes compf!,!t\!!d and rising ct Santo Anita Gordens, new residential
community to be formally opened today at Arcadia by the Gower Co" developers of noct.

. . .. .'

~~~~,~~~:Wf.~~::~
HEW STRUCTURE READY_This achitecturol drawing gives Q view of the newly cern-
pleted building thor houses the reading room of the Second Church of Christ, Scientist,
or 2636 S. Hoover St., that will be open tc the public beginning tomorrow, it is corcunced,

Church Completes
Auxiliary Building

Scientist Edifice Will
Be Opened Tomorrow

A new l'(~~ninj:troom hui!riillJ;:
for th!' !'ef'onl"l Church of Ctu'Ist,
Bden!I~1, ha~ been completed at
zroJG S. Hoover $1., at the l'I),\!"
or the church «trace. lInd will
he opened to the public 1<1I110r.
row,

The suucmrc ls or l'llodHied
Colonial design ami is (;OI1';\I"IIC\.
ed of rcrnrcrcec hrick masonrv
with tile ::;hlngle::;, The l"(';IIJhl~.
room 110\·tkm of the huUc!ill;::: i.~
one StOl',VIn llcight and a \11'0·
~tnr:;' section 1~IJltain$ comrnlt.
toe rooms. Ardli!el't Lcon ' J,
C;ol'bc.\' (le,~lgned the Imlldifl:;:',
Ben !;rllie\\'C! was gCllel"(1! con-,
tractor- rQr it and E, I....Ru(IIl!JI\I·
W<I!;uie ~l/,l.IClllr!l! en:;-Ineer, J':, L!
DIVan n~isted in preparation or]
plans nod specifications.

The re.HUng·room porttcn willi
be open rrom n e.m. 10 9 1'.11\,'
d a i J;.' e;>..wpling W!"!dncsd"I~',,",l
when tho hours will b!' from nl
e.m. to 7~:n p.m. ami $unday~,:
from 2 10 ;, p.m. 1

Thl! hulld!n/::" has a lu\'W! r1lrk..:
lug area al the! /'~Ilr, '

Metals Saving Made
by Manufacturers

To n[(l the nntlOn(li Ilc[ells(:
program, m;mufacttlrers or ccn-]

~,I~'.'.'.."."...el1."11l.m.. eM .and .. ".0.mel·
,=====,====="··~·"·"·"··=..··~~~JJf8i~i~~~o~K·~~~~..

has been (!I';!l;l!Cally reduced,
Thb: III reported in n /'CI!Cnt

bulletin or the l'rCKlucer,:' coun.!
=11, edited. h)' the department ofl
recnntcat "en'kell of the Amcri-
tan Insrluue or ,\rchttectl<.

Reproduced with pennission of the copyright owner Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

Santa Anita Tract
Will Open Today

Preview of Model Home
Adds to Interest

Ironmd ojlc:nlng jm];w Q( San-
ta Alli!.., Gardcnl;, ~lt\1Bted one
block north of S~n!i!. Anita race
track on Huntington Drlve, ant!
prcvtew :;how!ng of a {urrlshed
model horne are nnuounced h)·
the newer Cc., d~\·(!t(lllN'S or
(he new COmlO\1nil)~ The model
nome, in the poputar.pncc range;
j~ l'matlly lil)'lcd and furnished.

Many o! the new l'anch'I,I'pe
homcll In the iI-act hnvc ne(!n
sohl within the POSt few weeks
whfle In course of completion
~nd a rcw were SOld from the I
!llmlll atone, Alt thl! homes there
!U"C bu!lt under Title VI. the oc-
fel'l:;c-:hous,lng,provJ,soof the" xe-
!!ori~dHoU~iti~· Act, and arc mal';
kctcd on convenient .f.H.A,
terms.

An:adla Park ls ncar by. as 1$
[>m:itk j·:!eetrlc II'M~p(1l1mlon,

'california Rustic
Building Ereefed

A comblnaucn !;l'll'\!en ::uppl~'
and oflil'C structure of C;llifornia
rnsttc-rj-pe nrcnucsure rC("cnt!J
was C(l!llp!c!~d III 6:10 x. St!pul·
l'I'(!:1 Tl!1'r1.. in Wc~t LM .-\.ri:::e-
los, for X, R. ntvcrs. "M Invest-
ml'Ol l(>\u\eu somewhat more
lhllll $';;on.

'riJ(! huiJrlinl{, wnb 11~ tow-
pitched mer, exrcndet eaves ami
brcwn-staln finlsh, hna auracted
much rnvorabte attcnnon. In ae-
uitfnn to the structure there ts
n Inl11 house 11110 alsn green-
nouse (nl'il!t es. nil'er.~ i.o; prcprte-
tor of Rouahstone Garden~ in
~lalldc\'i!J~ C"n~'on where he
~]l~ci~Hl,.{',!;in rrtr'e plilnt~,-----



Neillsville Christian Science Church
132 East 4th Street, Neillsville, Wisconsin
Architect: Leon J. Corbey
Built 1916
Placed on the National Register 2003

Chicago architect Leon J. Corbey designed this Neoclassical Revival
structure in the form of a Greek cross (arms of equal length) for the
Neillsville Christian Science Society. The local Society was formed in
January of 1912 and by 1916 membership had increased such that it
became necessary to build a church. Four massive 15 foot high unfluted
Roman Tuscan columns support the prominent gable pediment of
the north facing full height portico wing. The main church gable
is visible slightly above and behind the north portico wing giving
the appearance of a miniature Greek temple. Green opalescent art
glass windows shed suffused light throughout the interior of the
auditorium.

Source: City of Neillsville
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Fax: Feb 20 2009 OB:44am POOS/OOB

RECORDINGRE=ED BY:
~ldell\y Nauona!Hlo

AND W~EH RECORDEIi MAILTO:

Walt\:(>Las Vegas, LLC
n5 $.. Figueroa St, #1535
losAnge~,Ca90017

09I20I07

Ilml!I!IIIIIII~I~IU~m~~~20072167977

THIS SPACE FOR REccRlleR'S iJSE ONLY:
rl'de Order No.: 1S5Z613l

GRANT DEED

THE UNDE;RSIGNED GRANTOR($) DECl.AA.E(S}
DOCUMENTARY TRANSFER TAX I. $ !:1m OF PUBliC RECORD,

[Xl compu!eO on full v~lue of property conveyed, or
[lcomputed on full value less v~lue of liens or encumbrances remaining at time of sale.
[ lUnincorporated area pq City of Los Angeles AND

FOR A VALUABLE CONSIDERATION, ~ipt 01which is hereby acknowledged,

Seoond Church of Chrl&t Scientist of Los Angeles, a Religious Corporation

hereby GRANT(s) to:

WaIlea 1.08 Veg •• , LLC, A Novada Limited LlabllltyCompeny

the following described r~1 property In the City Of l,o$,Angeles, County of los Angeles, State of california,
described as: LEGAl DESCRIPTION ATfACHED HERETO AS ~HIflIT 'W' AND MADE A PART HEREOF
Also KnOWrt as: 948 West Adams Blvd. & 2G36S. Hoover Stree~ los Angeles, CA

APN#:51Z3-001-406. AND 5123-00t-004

DATE: August 24, 2007

PL.EASE SEE PAGE lWO FOR GRANTOR'S SIGNATURE.

MAIL TAX STATEMENTS TO PARTY SHOWN BELOW: IF NO PARTYSHOWN. MAIL AS DIRECTED ABOVE!

LOS ANGELES,CA Document: D 2007.2167977
Printed on 2120/20098:50:33 AM Provided by Data Trace System

Page 100



Fax; Feb 20 2009 08;44am P006!OOB

GRANT DEED - PAGE TWO

GRANTOR'S SIGNATURE:

Second Cnureh of Christ Scientist of Los Angeles. a
Religious Corporation

By::.:; -~
Its;' '7 IJ
Name: ..;;rolf<?"'- 9WefM '7:f -

STATE OF CALIFORNIA

COUNTYOF L ()s I+YlClele~
I I

onS~:1d-evYlke-Y'lb,UQ7 --:~Be~fo~re~m~e'~~~f;!~~===~ANo PUblic In and for said State. ersonally appear.~"
eQ ~ e G3

1
)SS
)

personally known to me (or proved to me on the b le of satiSfaclosy eY encej 10 be the person(sl whose
nameCs);,vare subscribed to the within instrument anC!acl<nowled9ed to me that ~they executed the same
in ~ftheir authorized capacity(le.), and thaIby h~heir signature(s)on the in.tromen! the personts), or
the entity upon behalf of which the personls) acted, executed ol. lnstrument,

WITNlOSS my hand and official seal.

~~J)1if?L
!',

J
'J

; 1

LOS ANGELES,CA Document: D 200702167971
Printed on 2120/2009 8:50:34 AM Provided by Data Trace System

Page 200



Fax; Feb 20 2009 OB;44am P007(00B

. " order No. 19526132

LEGAL DESCRIPTION

EXHIBIT "ONE"

TH~ LAND REFERREDTO HEREIN BELOW IS SITUATED IN THE IN THE CITY OF LOS
ANGELES, COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES, STATE OF CALIFORNIA, AND IS DESCRIBED AS
FOLLOWS:

Parcell:

Lots 4 and 5 of Belgrayi" in the City of Los Angeles, COUnty of Los Angeles, State of
Calif~rnia; as'per map recorded in Book 23.Page..54 of.Mi~"naneous Racords, records of saidCounty. . ..

Parcel 2:

Lots 1, 2 and 3 of the Resubaivision of Lots 7, 10;·11 and 14 of Belgravia Tract, in the City
of Los Angeles, Countv 'of Los Angeles, State of California, as per map recorded in Book 83
Page 22 of Miscellaneous Records, records of said County,

Except the East 12 feet of said land,

Assessor's Parcel No: 5123-001-406and 5123"()OHl04

. :,::'

"

. Z CLTA Pf&lIminary f\",pon Form· M4)difiod 01/1i/OS)

LOS ANGELES,CA Document: D 2007.2167977 Page S 00
Printed on 2120120098:50:35 AM Provided by Data Trace System
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·PROPERTY INFORMA ...'ION
Owner:
Site Address:

Walteo Las Vegas Lie
948 W Adams Blvd
Los Angeles, Ca 90007
725 S Figueroa SI
Los Angeles, CA 90017
Company

Mail Address:

Vesting:
Phone number:
Oo-Owner:
Parcel:
Map Code:
Census Traet
Legal Descri ption:

5123-001-004
634-B7
224700
BELGRAVIA LOTS 4 AND

PROPERTY CHARACTERISTICS
Land Use:
Zoning:
Year Built:
Bedrooms:
Baths:
Units:
Rooms:
SqFt:
View:
Water:
Patio:

Religious
LAR4
1907

Full: Partial:

21,014

o

ASSESSMENT INFORMATION
Land
Structure:
Total:
% Improved:

$3,100,000
$1,100,000
$4,200,000
26.2

SALES & LOAN INFORMATION•
Transfer Date:
Document Number:

. Deed Type: .
Sales Price:
Price SqFt .

61711982
574105
Grant Deed
$12,000
$Ct6

Fax; Feb 20 2009 08;d3am P003/008

MAD GRAINGER
Equity Title Company
425 W. Broadway 3rd Floor
Glendale, CA 91204

,-.......,
i II i

I p I
IRI
! 1

101

I",,·::.~

Heating:
Cooling:
Parking:
Lot SqFt:
Lot Size:
Roof Cover:
Fireplace:
EXterior:
Construction:
Pool:

.50.006 Acreage: 1.15

TAX INFORMATION
Tax Amount:
Exempt Type:
Tax Rate Ares:
Assessed Year:

$20,009

34
2007 .

Lender:
Loan Amount:
Loan type:
Last Doc NO$:
Last Date NO$:

2167977
9/20/2007

Copyright 1996-2004 Data Tr<iCG.
Jimmy Salinas. Job #;63144, 212012.009

Information deemed reliable but not guaranteed. Sourced from public records.



Fax: Feb 20 2009 08:d3am P002/008

Waltco Les Vegas Lie
2636 S Hoover 5t
Los Angeles, Ca 90007
2636 S Hoover St
Los Angeles, CA 90007
Company

OWner:
Site Address;

Mail Address:

Vesting:
Phone number;
Co-Owner.
Parcel:
Map Code;
Census Tract:
Legal Description:

MATT GRAINGER
Equity Title Company
425W. Broadway 3rd Floor
Glendale, CA 91204

5123-001-406
634-87
224700
M R 83·22FOR DESC SEE ASSESSORS
MAPS

PROPERTY CHARACTERISTICS
Land Use;
Zoning:
Year Built:
Bedrooms:
Baths:
Units:
Rooms:

_ SqFt:
View:
Water:
Patio:

Religious
LAR4
1941

Heating:
Cooling:
Parking:
LotSqFt
Lot Size;
Roof Cover:
Fireplace:

- Exterior.
Construction:
Pool:

18,992 Acreage: 0.44Full: Partial:

3,611

o

ASSESSMENT INFORMATION
Land
Structure:

- Total:
% Improved:

TAX INFORMATION
$1,400,000
$100,000
$1,500,000
6.7

$4,692-Tax Amount:
Exempt Type;
Tax Rate Area:
Assessed Year:

163
2007

SALES & LOAN INFORMATION-
Transter Date:
Document Number:
Deed Type:
Sales Price:
Price SqFt

11/29/1960 Lender:
Loan Amount:
Loan Type:
Last Doc NO$:
Last Date NO$:

Grant Deed

Copyrfght©1996-Z004 Data Trace
Jh1imy Salinas, Job #:63143,2/20/2009

lnforrnatlon deemed rsliable but not guaranteed. Sourced from public records.



Expanded Hoover Redevelopment Area: 1 PRIORITY: 5

::;ENERAL

1. Address: 2634-36 Hoover St. Zip:
-. ,"

2. Name: Christian Science Reading Room

DESCRIPTION
3. Architectural Style: One and two story Georgian

4. Primary Building Materials: Brick.

5. Notable Features: Flat and hipped roofs; tiled roof ridges; octagonal torner;

enriched entry; casement windows; lintels; shutters; cornice molding; neon sign.

6. Alterations:

SIGNIFICANCE
7. Year Built: 1941 Estimated: Factual: X
8. Architect/Bu·i1der:

9. Significance: Historic association with Second Church of Christ Scientist on

Adams; intact example of Georgian style.

PHOTOGRAPH

10. Date of Photograph:

July, 1985

11 . Form prepared by:

Johnson Beumann

"- Research Assoc i.at.es

ear. I' -Il!!lilll . "-
""llUtl!!! .... ""
~~=~;:!!-:" -.r-

.i.iiihJzt;;d· ,~

12. Date.of Survey:

August, 1985



.,' .

P2. Location: 2636 S Hoover st

810 Significance:

This Georgian Revival style building appears in good conditi9n with no apparent visible alterations since the
property was last evaluated in the 1985 survey. Character defining features include hipped roof forms, a large
octagonal wing, i:Jeeply recessed multi-pene casement windows, wrought iron balconet, and a recessed entry
porch. Although the property does not aORear to be individually eligible for listing in the National Register,
California Register, or as a City of Los An ele istoric Cultural Monument, it may warrant special consideration
In the locm' plai/· process as a good example of a Georgian Revival style building In the UnIVersity area.

P5b DescriptionlDate of Photo: West elevation, looking eastlJuly 2005

P8. Recorded by: Jan Ostashay, Peter Moruzzi, peR Services, One Venture, Suite 150, Irvine, CA 92618

P9. Date Recorded: Thursday, September 01, 2005

- ..- ---------- .. _-_ .. _---



CULTURAL HERITAGE BO• .,J llh.£NG. - HINUTES 7/17/68

Robinson, Woollett, Vaughan and President Dentzel. Noes: None.

NOTION: urs . Sullivan moved, seconded by lin. 'Vaughan, that the C.n.B. forwa'rd a
letter to Hr. John Ansqn Ford expressing appreciation for his interest in the
"Salvation!lof Los Angeles, and for all he has done throughout these many years for
our city; whd ch motion was unanimously adopted. Ayes: uoc Lte tt , Robinson, Vaughan I

Sullivan and President Dentzel. Noes: None.

Hr. Dentzel referred to the question of possible uses for the Rochester. lIe
referred to the interest expressed by the Historical Society of Southern California
in having its headquarters in the building. He stated that the American Institute
of Interior Designers has expressed similar interest. Hr. ~~oollett suggested it
might be appropriate to start a "waiting list" of organizations interested in using
the building.

FoLkowdngdiscussion it was the general consensus of the Board that the build-
Lng should be furnished in Victorian period furniture and that it, would be important
to have a portion of the building non-commercial and readily available to the public.
whdcb has responded so well to the appeal fur help in saving it.

liEI'] BUSINEi; 5

7/ r i.
/11 I The Board reviewed material provided by the Society of American Registered
./ l,f ~Architects. FoLl.ocri.ng determination that all members were familiar with the

! [bud.Lddng , thereupon:

,/j OIHOTION: Hr. ucot.i.er e moved, seconded by Nra . Sullivan, that the Second Church of
./ / /;}lChrist, Scientist of Los Angeles, 948 West Adams Boulevard, be declared His cor Lc-

tt> Cultural Nonument;No. 57 under the provisions of Ordinance No. l2l,971j which motion
was unanimously adopted; Ayes: Robinson, Vaughan. Sullivan, Hoollett and President
Dentze1. Noes: None.--- ..-..~.- ' .....••... - _."_ ,... ,-. . .'

SECOND CHURCH OF CHUST, SCIENTIST OF LOS ANGELES

2. DESTRUCTION OF HISTORICAL RECORDS

Hr. Dentzel read a letter dated June 28, 1968 from Hr. Homer D. Crotty,
regarding Section 69503.1 of the Government Code, relating to the destruction of
historical records. Hr. Robinson referred to the proposal to further amend the
language of proposed Assembly Bill 857 to provide for disposition of historical court
records to other available archives' or depositories maintained by outside bodies.
Mr. Halter C. Frame of the Conference of California Historical Societies is in charge
of the presentation of this proposal. Fol1oHing discussion, thereupon:

HOTlON: Hr. Robinson moved, seconded by Mrs. Vaughan, that Mr. Walter C. Frame be
informed of the C.R.B.'s support of the proposal to further amend the language of
proposed Assembly Bill 857 to provide for the possibility of dinposing of historical
co.rr t records to outside organizations capable of keeping them; vhf.ch motion was
unanimously adopted. Ayes: Hool-Iett, Sullivan, Vaughan, Robinson and President'
Dentzel. Noes: None.

The Secretary was instructed to thank Hr. Crotty and inform him. of the Board I s
action to sup~ort the efforts to preserve vital historical records.

3. NEXT C.H.B. MEETING

Confinned for AUGUST7. 1968 at the usual time and place.

ADJOURNMENT:There being no further business to come before 'the Boa'rd the meeting
adjourned at 11:30 am.

CARL S. DENTZEL, PRESIDENT

-2-
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OMB No. 1024-00'18
EXp.10-31-64

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
hilventory-Nomination Form
See Instructions In How to Complete National Register Forms
Type all entries-complete applicable sections

For NPS use only

received

date entered

RECEIVED

SEP :'I 0 ,98E

1. Name
historic Second Church of Christ, Scientist

and/or common Second Church of Christ, Scientist

2. Location
slreel & number 946 West Adams Boulevard _ nol for publlcatlon

clly, town Los Angeles _ vlclnllyof

state California code 06 county Los Angeles code 037

3. Classification
Category
_districi
l building(s)
_ structure
_site
_oblect

O'wnership
_public
lprlvate
_bolh
Public AcqUisition

, _ Inprocess
_ being considered

Status
.JL occupied
_ unoccupied
_ workInprogress
Accessible
_ yes: restricted
--X- yes: unrestricted
_,no

Present Use
_ agriculture
_ commercial
_ educational
_ enlertalnment
_ government
_ industrial
_military

_museum
_park,
_ private residence
~rellglous
_ scientific
_" transportation
_other:

4. Owner of Property
name Second Church of Christ, Scientist

street & number ,948 W. Adams Blvd.

city, town Los Angeles _ vicinityof state Caljfornja

5. Location of legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Los Angeles County Hall of Records

street & number 51~ W. Temple Avenue

city, town Los Angeles state California

Phase I Survey of Expanded Hoover
=~~~c,=,==c1ltlec=Red_""lGpment"AJ:e!L0L19J3.5)

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
has this property been determined eligible?

........ ,,;;c;;;=,,;,;;;;:;;;,.~=.,".:;;;:;;:::;:;::==.~.=.~.=;;;,;;;:;;::~=~'='=":;''''';;..=.,,=

yes X no

dale 1985 _ federal _ state county X local

deposlto.'y fc:>, ~urveyrecords Community Redevelopment Agency of Los Angeles

'~~~l~~',~fo~::wn~"~ ~L~o~s~An,~g~e_l_e_s ~ .~t~at~e ~C~A__ -----------



7. Description
Condition
-.!ex"ellent
__ . good
__ fair

__ deteriorated
__ ruins
__ unexposed

Check one
-X unaltered
_altered

Check one
J original site
__ moved date _

Describe .lhe present and original (if known) physical appearance

Built in a fashionable tum-of-the-century residential district; of Los Angeles, the
Second Church of Christ, Scientist is Neo-classical in style. Monumental and impos-
ing, the structure faces north to West Adams Boulevard. A colossal Corinthian por-
tico and copper-clad dome dominate the design. Terraces edged by balustrades define
the porch and the front setback. Detailed and correct in its interpretation of
Classical and Renaissance precedents, the exterior is Ilnalt"lred. The interior, as
well, is dignified and classical, with an elevated, square sanctuary set over a
Sunday School room. Fine woods and non-figural stained and leaded glass windows
enhance the spaces. They too, are unaltered in all major respects.

Resting on a sty Lobate elevated eight feet above ground LeveL, the reinforced con-
crete structure is nearly square in plan. Classical symmetry .and pro.portions govern
its design. White ename1-.facedbrick sheathes the exterior while the foundation is
of light gray granite.· Additional materials include terra cotta for the decorative
elelIlents,and marble for the porch pavement.

The north facade consists of a two story portico, defined by six, forty foot Corin-
thian columns and a full entablature, and flanking one story wings. A sequence of
moldings and denti1s embellishes the architrave frieze, and modillioned cornice. The
name of the church is chiseled in Roman capitals across the frieze. The raking
cornice is similarly treated and outlines a pediment which contains a spherical niche
surrounded by garlands. An antefix marks the apex of the gable. Elaborate coffering
appears in the porch ceiling, behind which the exterior of the building is framed by
Corinthian pilasters.· A stringcourse divides the facade approximat~ly two-thirds of
its height from the floor. Below it, t.hree flat-headed entries are equally spaced
behind the central interco1umniations. Paneled wood double doors are capped by star-
paned transoms and framed by molded surrounds. Keystones ornament the side entran-
ces. An arched pediment over a corbeled hood marks the central opening. Huge iron
lanterns are appended to the exterior beUieell the C:C'orwa7S. Above the stringcourse
three bullseye windows containing stained glass are centered above the doors. Ba1us-
traded parapets cap the recessed wings to either sf.de of the porch. Triangular
pediments on consoles top rectangular blind openings on the facades of these wings;
identical openin:;scontaining stained glass illuminate the stairwells on the interior
from the side elevations.

Instead of a porch, similarly scaled, pedimented projections On the east and west
elevations contain three tall arched windo'"s on the upper level and five smaLl.er,
flat-headed openings on the lower. Each aperture is decoratively framed and key-
stones accent the lower windows. Secondary entrances with balustraded stairs and
pedimented heads are located in the recessed bays at the south end of each elevation.
BulLseye .winder'lS top the doors.

Crowning the structure, the dome is .seventy feet in diameter and constructed of
reinforced concrete. Sheathed in copper, the dome is ribbed, sits on an arcaded
drum, and is surmounted by a lantern .. The surrounding roofs are of green glazed tile4

(see cetiHfitiatioh sheet)
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Continuation sheet Item number 7 Page
A narrol<vestibule I<itha vaulted ceiling separates the porch from the lobby. Di-
vided into tl<Olevels, the north and south walls are articulated as five bays separ-
ated by pilasters. Three double doors of mahogany are set in the central bays on the
south and echo the main entrances opposite them. Above a cornice, the three circular
windol<s on the facade face three arched windows of stained glass which light the
sanctuary. Two blind arches fill the end bays. AdditLonaL illumination of the
vestibule is provided by pendants and sconces. Secondary materials in the space
include a white and charcoal hexagonal tile floor and green and black veined marble
wainscoting.

The flooring continues·into the lobby, where the marble wainscoting· is pink. A
beamed ceiling and marble fireplaces at each end enhance the space: Parlors on the
east and west feature wood wainscoting, stained glass windows, and molded cornices
and ceilings. Staircases in the northeast and northwest corners have marble stairs
and lead to the rear of the sanctuary.

Tunnel staircases in the south wall of the lobby emerge near the south end of the
sanctuary, beneath the dome. Rising some ninety feet above the auditorium float, the
dome sits on a drum banded by a continuous arcade of stained glass. Ribs adorned
with reliefwork articulate the dome, which culminates in an bculus of stained glass.
Beneath denticulated entablature with a festooned frieze, the dome is carried on four
flattened barrel arches and pendentives with spherical niches. Rosettes decorate the
intrados of eacharch. Ionic pilasters, paired on the angle walls and s;lngleon each
of the four side walls, articulate f Lve bays. They sit on a tall, paneled mahogany
wainscoting which is broken by pedimented doorways on the north and south. The
central three bays of each wall are arched and accented by keystones; those on the
east, west, and north are glazed with stained glass. Inscribed tablets appear in the
south arches behind the balustraded pulpit. Smaller tablets, ornamented with swags
and drip moldings, punctuate the flat-headed panels in the end bays. A screen over

.the tympanum above the pulpit hides the pipes of a Murray HarrLs organ. The auditor-
ium floor is tamped and mahogany pews seat 1,050. The stairwells are circled by
bronze railings 6r a Greek key and floral pattern. Four brass chandeliers and
several three-globe scoficesprovide interior lighting.

Behind the sanctuary, Readers', Directors', and Clerk's rooms are extensively de-
tailed with quartet-sawn oak. Beneath the sanctuary, the Sunday School is a single
space punctuated by mahogany pGsts. A slightly raised dais is at the north end of the
room, which is irifUsedBy a !i61defilight from stained glass windows on the three
other walls; fWo mOre stairwe:i:is, light by circular windows, open to the secondary
entrances iii the soUtheast and southwest; corners of the buLldLng,

With only nlinof altefaHoiis, the Second Church of Christ, Scientist is perhaps the
'noQt impressive NeD-classical monument in Los Angeles. An elevator was added to the
southeast stairwell not long after construction, a few pews have been removed, reduc-
ing capacity by about 120, and the Heinsbergen firm did some redecorating in the

by balustrades punctuated by pedestals. Trees and hedges enhance the area, which is
lit by post-top lamps with single globes. Visible from great distances, the domed
church continues to serve not only its immediate neighborhood, but also greater Los
Angeles.



"

8. Significance
Period
__ . prehistoric
_ 1400-,1499
_1500-1599
_1600-1699
_1700-1799
_lS00-1899
-X-1900-

Aress of Signlflc.a ..."e-Check and justil'j/ tGelcw
__ archeoloqy-prehlstortc __ community planning __ landscapearchitecture -X. religion
__ archeology·hls!oric __ conservation law __ science
__ agriculture __ economics __ literature __ sculpture
-1l architecture __ educatlori __ military __ social!
__ art __ engineering __ music humanitarian
__ commerce __ exploration/settlement __ philosophy __ theater
__ communications __ industry __ politics/government __ transportation

__ invention __ other (specify)

Sp"cific date .. 1907-1910. Builder/Architect Alfred H. RosenheimiAJ bert C. Mart; n

Stml"", ..". of !lilg"!'i,,",",ce (in one paragraph)

The·· Second Church of Christ Scientist, located in the once fashionable West Adams
·neighborhood of downtown Los Angeles, is the oldest extant church of the denomination
;in-the city and has been in continuous use sInce _.it~.c()ri1pletio_n in 1910. Designed by
·architect Alfred F. Rosenheim, the Italian Renaissance edifice was heralded as the
largest and most elaborate of the denomillation's branches west of the Mississippi
when it was constructed. Closely resembling portions of the Mother chur.chin Boston,
the building exemplifies the continuity and quality of craf t smausb.Ip p res ent dur Lng
the primary period of development of Christian Science. Dedicated in 1968 as Los
Angeles Historic Cultural Monument 1157, the struct.ur e is a primary example of its
style and type in Los Angeles •

.The congr egat Lon of Second Church was formed on June 20, 1398 with twenty-five
charter members, as a branch of the Mother Church, the First Church of Christ,
ScLent Lst;'," of Boston, Nassachusetts. Services were held in Ii va rLe ty of audd t or Lums
in Los Angeles while a suitable site was located. Two lots in the fashionable
BeLgrav La Tract were purchased for $20,000 in 1904. In July of 1905, Mr. Rosenheim
was selected to design t.he building. Rosenheim has arrived in Los Angeles only two
years bef ore , but he was rapidly becotr,in.g one of the city"'s most pre.st'igious archi-
tects. Born in St;· Louis in 1859, he had attended ))tlhlic school, spent time in
Frankfurt, Germany, and returned to St. Louis to study at Washington University. In
1879, he entered the Massachusetts Institute·of Technology at Boston, "here he srad-
uated with a degree in archf.t ect ur e in 1881. He prac t Lced in Boston, St. Louis, and
NewYork until his arrival in Los Angeles in 1903. He had been selected by financier
Herman W. Hellman to design an imposing office structure on Fourth and .Spr i.ng
Streets, a steel-framed granite and pressed brick building said to be one of the most
costly of its day. That commission led to his selection as architect of the
Hamburger and Sons Department Store in 1904. Second Church was his third major Los
Angeles commission in less than two years. He established a reputation f o'r: ii ne
detailing and employed the latest construction techniques. Rosenheim was pr es Ldeut
of the Southern California Chapter of the American Institute of Architects, and a
charter member and officer of the St. Louis chapter. Later he served as secretary to
the Los Angeies Municipal·Arts Commission.

The cornerstone, baaring the inscription "A.D. 1907" was actually laid in M",rch of
f908. The main buHdingw!ls completed and the first service held in January of 1910.
Ne~papers hailed. the @dLfice as an "elegant and artistic structure." The main
auditorium, "ith Hs spectacular dome, 70 feet in circumference and 76· feet high, ·,·>18

designed to seat i ,lOO "without galleries or obstructions of any kind." Woodwork ·.';.3.S

of mahogany. . tn addition. tpthernain auditorium, a large Sunday School, foyer,
-~--·-?aflo r §~-reaae1-S >- jJrgiJ'!Yad1in~Tool;;",=antl-o-f'f'±c'e'S'"We-r'e"'ho",s-eG-''±4l"4;he=huildiling'.=Se.cmtib=,,;,,=,.=

(see continuation ;;1o",;,t)· .



NPS Form 1().900·a
P:'821

OMB No. 1024-001B
EXP.10-31-84

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Inventory-Nomination form
Continuation sheet Item number 8, 9 Page 2

8. Significance (continued):
Church was the largest in a series of twelve Christian Science churches erected
throughout California between 1905 and 1908. No expense was spared, from the gray
granite and glazed brick of the exterior to the dome's copper sheathing or the art
glass windows whose designs were created by Rosenheim. A.C. Martin was the str.uctur-
al.engineer •. True to the custom of the organization, the $318,000 building was not
officially dedicated until it was debt-free on September 11, 1910. Second Church has
twice parted with groups of members to form new branches, but continues to serve its
members with little modification of the original physical plant. Its high degree of
integrity, its mass, and elegant Italian RenaissancE" facade with ornate Corinthian
columns make it a major addition to the West Adams streetscape.

9. Major Bibliographical References (continued):
__ -=-' "ChrIstian Science, Its Rapi.rlGrowth," 1.osAngeles Times, MArch 7, 190<),Port

II, p • 1.

___ • "The Scientists' New Churches," Los Angeles Times, July 25, 1909, Part V, p , 1.

Garrison, Omar. "Church of Christ, Scientist," The Mirror, June 28, 1952.



, "Hist0rical Statement," Second Church of Christ, SC.Lentlst, Los Angeles, nd.---
__ -::-' "The Work of Alfred F.Rosenheim, Architect," The Architect and Engineer of

California Volume VIII, No.2, March 1907 (see continuation sheet)
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Johnson Heumann Research Associates!
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06). VIEW LOOKING NORTH FRONT ENTRANCE PORCH DETAIL
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07). VIEW LOOKING NORTH
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20). VIEW LOOKING EAsT FRONT FACADE

JIM CHILDS. PHOTOGRAPHER, FEBRUARY 2009
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JIM CHILDS. PHOTOGRAPHER. FEBRUARY 2009 PAGE 12
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JIM CHILDS. PHOTOGRAPHER. FEBRUARY 2009 PAGE 14
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SECOND CHURCH OF CHR!ST SCIENTiST
CHRISTIAN SCIENTIST READING ROOM / 2636 SOUTH HOOVER

33). VIEW LOOKING WEb,
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EAST REAR FAC;ADE 2ND-FLOOR WINDOWS
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JIM CHILDS. PHOTOGRAPHER. FEBRUARY 2009 PAGE 17
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FRONT ENTRANCE OOOR DETAIL

36). VIEW LOOKING NORTH iNTERIOR FRONT RECEPTION ROOM



SECOND CHURCH OF CHR!ST SCIENTIST
CHRISTlAN SC!ENTlST READING ROOM / 2636 SOUTH HOOVER

37). VIEVV LOOKlNG SOUTHWEST INTERIOR ENTRANCE DOOR & RECEPTION ROOM

38). VIEVV LOOKING EAST INTERIOR RECEPTION ROOM TO READING ROOM

JIM CHILDS. PHOTOGRAPHER, FEBRUARY 2009 PAGE 19



SECOND CHURCH OF CHRIST SCIENTIST
CHRISTIAN SCIENTIST READING ROOM / 2636 SOUTH HOOVER

39). VIEW LOOKING NORTHEAST
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INTERIOR READING ROOM

INTERIOR READING ROOM

JIM CHILDS, PHOTOGRAPHER. FEBRUARY 2009
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Required Action(s):
Project Description(s):

CA-CODE AMENDMENT
PROPOSED ORDINANCE TO ESTABLISH THE UNIVERSITY OFF-CAMPUS OVERLAY
DISTRICT IN THE AREA BOUNDED BY 1OFWY TO NORTH, 110 FWY TO EAST, MLK
BLVD TO THE SOUTH AND NORMANDIE AVE TO THE WEST

Required Action(s):
Project Description(s):

GPC-GENERAL CONSISTENCY (AEI283)
AB283 PROG PROP PLAN AMEND, ZC & HD CHANGES THROUGHOUT THE CITY IN
ORDER TO IMPLEMENT THE NEWLY CREATED OPEN SPACE (OS)
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SP-SPECIFIC PLAN AMENDMENTS)
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SEE GENERAL COMMENTS

CONTINUATION OF CPC-83-506. SEE GENERAL COMMENTS FOR CONTINUATION.
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DISTRICT IN THE AREA BOUNDED BY 10FWY TO NORTH, 110 FWY TO EAST, MLK
BLVD TO THE SOUTH AND NORMANDIE AVE TO THE WEST
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ORD-162128
ZA-6608
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