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ACCELERATED REVIEW PROCESS- E 

Office of the City Engineer 

Los Angeles California 

To the Honorable Council 

Of the City of Los Angeles 
JAN 12 2010 

Honorable Members: C. D. No.13 

SUBJECT: 

Hollywood Boulevard and Vine Street- Walk of Fame Additional Name in Terrazzo Sidewalk­
ROY ORBISON 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

A. That the City Council designate the unnumbered location situated one sidewalk square 
easterly of and between numbered locations 15P and 15p as shown on Sheet 21 of 
Plan D-13788 for the Hollywood Walk of Fame for the installation of the name of 
Roy Orbison at 1750 Vine Street. 

B. Inform the Hollywood Chamber of Commerce of the Council's action on this matter. 

C. That this report be adopted prior to the date of the ceremony on January 29, 2010. 

FISCAL IMP ACT STATEMENT: 

No General Fund Impact. All cost paid by permittee. 

TRANSMITTALS: 

1. Unnumbered communication dated January 5, 2010, from the Hollywood Historic Trust 
of the Hollywood Chamber of Commerce, biographical information and excerpts from the 
minutes of the Chamber's meeting with recommendations. 



City Council -2- C. D. No. 13 

DISCUSSION: 

The Walk of Fame Committee of the Hollywood Chamber of Commerce has submitted a request for 
insertion into the Hollywood Walk of Fame the name of Roy Orbison. The ceremony is scheduled 
for Friday, January 29, 2010 at 11:30 a.m. 

The communicant's request is in accordance with City Council action of October 18, 1978, under 
Council File No. 78-3949. Following the Council's action of approval, and upon proper application 
and payment of the required fee, an installation permit can be secured at 201 N. Figueroa Street, 
3rd Floor, Counter 23". 

sm:Orbison.02 
(213) 482-7055 

cc: Construction Services Center, Counter 23" 
Bureau of Street Services 
Administration 

Respectfully submitted, 

uJo»~ ~ 
~ Lemu~ ~ ~aCJ P.E. 

Central District Engineer 
Bureau of Engineering 



** ,},_* * 
* * "' 

.UOLLVWOOD 
WALK 01= I=AME 

January 5, 2010 

Mr. Gary Lee Moore 
Public Works Engineering · 
Att: Lemuel Paco 
201 N. Figueroa St. 3"' Floor, M.S. 503 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
Fax 213 482-7007 

Dear Mr. Moore: 

The Walk of Fame Committee of the Hollywood Chamber of Commerce has approved the below 
listed name for insertion into the Hollywood Walk of Fame: 

ROY ORBISON (Category -RECORDING)- Requested star location to be 1750 Vine Street, on 
the east side of the street, in front of CAPITOL RECORDS. The star for ROY ORBISON will be 
situated in the second row, (next to the stars in the original row) of BEVERLY BAYNE (15P), to 
the North and JOAN CRAWFORD which is numbered (15p) to the South. According to sheet# 
21 plan 13788, ROY ORBISON's star has no number as it will be placed in the second row closest 
to the building next to the star of GARTH BROOKS (S) which is also in the second row. The 
dedication ceremony is scheduled for Friday, January 29, 2010 at 11:30 a.m. 

Thank you for your cooperation in this request. I look forward to a response from your office soon. 
If you have questions call me at (323) 468-1376. 

The Jfllowing materi · {~re enclosed: ROY ORBISON'S 

silcer~y, l . 
~n a tlnez-Holler 

/Vice ' ident, Media Relations 
cc: 

bio, and the Board of Director's Minutes. 

Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa 
Sally Castro 

Council President Eric Garcetti Ralph Pipes Carmine Goglia 

Sgt. Mike Arminio 
Inspector Andrews 

Leron Gubler 
· Top End Constructors 

Sandra McClellan 

iviaureen Schultz 
James Kuha 
Tom Brown 



Hollywood Chamber of Commerce 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

Wednesday, June 17, 2009 

Board MembersAttending: Bill Farrar; Chair; Abou-Daoud; Ainsworth ; Baumberger; 
Baumgart; Chong; Cochran; Cohen; Druyen; Falzone; Gajda; Gorelick; Kalantari; 
Larson; Massie; Moe; Panatier; Rheinstein; Schultz; Shelton; S. Smith; T. Smith; Suh; 
Taylor; Tronson; 

Board Members Absent: Anthony; Barton; Cooper; Costa; Goldman; Hart; Lestz; 
O'Rourke; Simitian; T. Smith; Stephen; Sundher; Trynin 

Staff Present: Gubler, Shahen ian, Kiecker, French, Martinez-Holler 

Guests Present: Jim O'Callaghan, L.A. Inc. 

Chairman Bill Far~ar called the meeting to order at 4:08p.m. 

Walk of Fame Recommendations 
Ana Martinez-Holler, chamber VP of Media Relations, presented 28 names selected by 
the Walk of Fame Selection Committee to be recipients of Walk of Fame stars in 2010. 

~ (See Attached List). Sam Smith, Taylor (MSP) to approve the nominations. 



Roy Orbison 

Born Roy Kelton Orbison on April23, 1936 in Vernon, Texas, Roy Orbison transformed 

the landscape of American popular music and culture via his profoundly influential 

recordings, iconic persona, and deeply felt performances. As a young singer-songwriter 

in the 1950s, Orbison became one of the founding fathers of the emerging American art 

form, Rock & Roll, and, over the course of a career spanning more than four decades, 

created an enduring catalog of songs-- "Only The Lonely," "In Dreams," "Oh, Pretty 

Woman," "Crying" and countless others-- distilling love's yearnings and heartbreaks into 

the essence of his other-worldly four-octave voice, effortlessly gliding from glottal 

growls of desire to the long lonesome sorrow and spiritual triumphs of his celestial 

falsetto. 

Roy's mother, Nadine, was a nurse and his father, Orbie Lee, a factory worker who gave 

him his first guitar. The first proper song Roy learned to play was the 1939 standard, 

"You Are· My Sunshine," penned by former Louisiana governor Jimmie Davis. By 1944, 

Roy had written his first song, "A Vow of Love," in front of his grandmother's house in 

Vernon, where Roy landed his own radio show on local KVWC in 1945 after winning a 

contest. In 1946, the already peripatetic Orbison moved with his family to the West 

Texas oil town of Wink, where, at the age of 13, he formed his first band, "The Wink 

Westerners." Roy Orbison graduated from Wink High School in June 1954 and, before 

long the Wink Westerners were becoming regulars on local television and radio programs 

performing a protean rock & roll repertoire which included "That's All Right, Mama," 

"Rock Around The Clock," and "Ooby Dooby," a song written by Wade Lee Moore and 

Dick Penner, two friends of Roy's from his abbreviated term at North Texas State College 

in Denton. 

The band became "The Teen Kings" to reflect an increasing interest in rock & roll and 

were given a weekly local Saturday TV show in Odessa, Texas, on KOSA-TV, which 
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was part of the national CBS network. Among the guests on Roy's Texas TV program 

were Elvis Presley and Johnny Cash, who gave Orbison the phone number of Sun 

Records owner, Sam Phillips, in Memphis. Though he initially passed on "The Teen 

Kings," Phillips signed Roy Orbison to Sun Records after hearing Roy and the Kings' 

version of the Clover's "Trying To Get To You" c/w "Ooby Dooby," a single they'd 

recorded at Norman Petty's studio in Clovis, New Mexico. Roy Orbison and the Teen 

Kings re-recorded "Ooby Dooby" for Sun Records on March 27, 1956, the single peaked 

at #59 on the Billboard Pop Singles chart in June 1956 and Roy Orbison achieved his first 

commercial success. 

Roy Orbison and the Teen Kings toured with a number of country and rockabilly stars 

including Carl Perkins, Johnny Cash, Warren Smith, Sonny Burgess, Faron Young, 

Johnny Horton, Jerry Lee Lewis and others. Subsequent singles failed to achieve the 

success of "Ooby Dooby" and, after the Teen Kings split up in December 1956, Orbison 

began concentrating on his songwriting, scoring his first smash when "Claudette," a song 

inspired by his first wife which he'd written on the top of a shoebox, became a hit for the 

Everly Brothers as the b-side of "All I Have To Do Is Dream" in March 1958. Roy 

Orbison would leave Sun Records that same year. During this period, Roy Orbison songs 

were recorded by Buddy Holly, Jerry Lee Lewis and Ricky Nelson among other top 

artists of the era. 

Following a brief stint at RCA, Roy Orbison signed with the newly emerging 

independent label Monument Records in mid-1959. While his second single for 

Monument, "Uptown," became his biggest hit as a performer since "Ooby Dooby," it was 

Orbison's third single for the label, "Only The Lonely (Know How I Feel)," which 

announced to the world the true artistry of Roy Or bison. The song peaked at #2 on the 

Billboard Pop Singles chart, crossed over to #14 on the Billboard Black Singles chart, 

and rocketed up to #1 on the UK charts. 
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Orbison followed up the breakthrough with a pair of respectfu!Iy charting singles -- "Blue 

Angel" (#9 Pop, #23 Black) and "I'm Hurtin"' (#27 Pop)-- before kuocking it out of the 

park with "I'm Hurtin'," his first US #I. 

After that came an unbroken four-year string of Top 40 hits-- "Crying," "Candy Man," 

"Dream Baby (How Long Must I Dream)," "Working for the Man," "Leah," "In Dreams," 

"Pretty Paper," "Blue Bayou," "Mean Woman Blues, "It's Over"-- during which Roy 

Orbison became America's top-selling recording artist and one of the world's most 

celebrated entertainers. 

In May 1963, Roy Orbison accepted an invitation to tour England on a bill with the 

Beatles, a group then-unlmown in the United States. The tour was sold-out in a single 

afternoon one afternoon. On the tour's opening night, Roy Orbison was called back for 14 

encores before the Beatles could get on-stage. 

Roy Orbison was one of the few established hit-makers from the late 1950s and early 

1960s to not only hold his ground, but to actually increase his popularity in the wake of 

the British Invasion. He maintained his popularity through music which displayed an 

extraordinary variety of content, structure, tempo and rhythm and an authentic emotional 

connection that transcended mere craft. A prime example is his signature classic, "Oh 

Pretty Woman," recorded on August 1st, 1964. Written by Orbison with his new writing 

partner Bill Dees, "Oh Pretty Woman" became Roy's biggest hit and is one of the most 

immediately recognized and popular rock songs of all time. ·Released in August 1964 in 

the US and in September of that year in the UK, the song hit the #I slot in virtually every . ' 

country iri the world where people had record players, selling some seven million copies 

that year. He toured Australia with the Beach Boys in 1964 and with the Rolling Stones 

1965. 

That same year, Orbison left Monument to sign a contract with MGM Records before 

going on to star in the MGM Studio western-musical "The Fastest Guitar Alive" in 1967. 
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Orbison's private life was stalked by tragedy during the mid-to-late 1960s. In 1966, his 

wife Claudette, whom he married in 1957, was killed in a motorcycle accident. Two 

years later, on September 14, 1968, he suffered the loss of two his three children who 

perished when his family home in Hendersonville, Tennessee, burned to the ground. 

Though unable to write songs, Orbison maintained a positive outlook on life and 

continued to tour, finding solace in his music and the love and support of his fans. 

In May 1969, Roy Orbison married Barbara Anne Marie Wilhonnen Jacobs, whom he'd 

met the year prior at one of his concerts in Leeds, England. Together, the pair worked 

through the heartache, tragedy and loss of Orbison's life and began a healing process 

which enabled the artist to honor his legacy while creating anew for the future. Barbara 

Orbison would become Roy's manager in 1985. 

After his MGM contract ran out in 1973, Orbison inked a one-year deal with Mercury 

Records in 1974. During the 1970s, Orbison would often say that he always had a record 

on the charts somewhere in the world, whether it was "Penny Arcade" at #1 in Australia 

or "Too Soon To Know" sitting at #3 in the UK. After his brief stint on Mercury, 

Orbison re-signed with Monument in January 1976, in the midst of heavy touring in the 

Far East, Australia, Asia and Europe. He underwent open-heart surgery at the St. 

Thomas Hospital in Nashville in January 18, 1978, but he was back on the road three 

weeks later just to prove he could. 

Roy's career was entering a renaissance in the late 1970s, when Linda Ronstadt's 

recording of "Blue Bayou" sold more than 7 million copies worldwide, bringing Orbison 

his greatest commercial success to-date as a songwriting. Van Halen had an enormous 

smash with their hard-rock rendition of "Oh Pretty Woman" while Don McLean had a hit 

with a version of "Crying." 

Orbison finally won a Grammy in 1980 for "That Lovin' You Feelin' Again," a duet with 

Emmy Lou Harris. His songs began appearing in films including "Wild Hearts" for 

Nicolas Roeg's "Insignificance." David Lynch's usage of "In Dreams," lip-synced into a 



5 

hurricane lamp by Dean Stockwell in his 1986 cult film "Blue Velvet" alerted a whole 

new generation to the mysterious power of Roy Orbison's music. 

Bruce Springsteen, who'd referenced Orbison and "Only The Lonely" in his 1975 anthem, 

"Thunder Road," inducted Roy Orbison into the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame on January 

21, 1987. Shortly thereafter, Roy Orbison signed a new record contract, his first in a 

decade, with Virgin Records, for whom he'd re-record "Crying" as a duet with k.d. lang 

for the soundtrack of the film, "Hiding Out." That record earned Roy Orbison a Grammy 

in 1988. 

Roy Orbison, who'd always dreamed of his own television special, filmed "Black & 

White Night" one of his most emotionally powerful and historically important concerts, a 

year before his death. Conceived and produced by Barbara Orbison and T Bone Burnett, 

"Black & White Night" was a gathering of great artists who came to perform out of love 

for the songwriter and singer who had influenced them so tremendously. "Roy Orbison & 

Friends: A Black & White Night" was filmed in starkly beautiful black & white at the 

Cocoanut Grove nightclub in Los Angeles on September 30, 1987. The all-star lineup 

that night included T Bone Burnett, Bruce Springsteen, Torn Waits, Elvis Costello, 

Jackson Browne, J.D. Souther, Steven Soles, k.d. lang, Jennifer Warnes, and Bonnie Raitt 

as well as Glen D. Hardin, who'd played piano for Buddy Holly and Elvis Presley, on 

keyboards and mythic lead guitarist James Burton. 

Shortly after the filming of "Black & White Night," Orbison and Jeff Lynne, who were 

working on tracks together, formed an impromptu all-star supergroup, the Traveling 

Wilburys, achieving considerable critical acclaim and popular success with the album, 

"Traveling Wilburys, Vol. 1," which was nominated for the Album of the Year Grammy. 

In late 1988, Roy Orbison entered the studio with Lynne to record his final album, 

"Mystery Girl" with members ofT om Petty and the Heartbreakers and guest artists 

including Bono, The Edge, Steve Cropper, George Harrison, T-Bone Burnett and others. 
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The album, posthumously released in February 1989, became the biggest selling album of 

his career, peaking at #5 on the Billboard 200 and certified RIAA double platinum. 

Roy Orbison performed his final concert in Highland Heights, Ohio in late 1988. He died 

of a heart attack on December 6, 1988 in Nashville. 

Roy's legacy continues to thrive as his wife Barbara devotes her time to managing his 

estate and releasing Orbison products through her label, Orbison Records. In 1998, 

Barbara accepted the Recording Academy's Lifetime Achievement Award on Roy's 

behalf for his unparalleled contribution to the recording industry. 

* * * * * 

Roy Orbison: b. April 23, 1936 d. December 6, 1988 

www.royorbison.com 

www.legacyrecordings.com 

*-* * * * 

# # # 


