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Date JAN 2 7T 2010

Los Angeles City Council 1
Room 395, City Hall (D7
200 North Spring Street

Los Angeles, California 90012

ATTENTION: Patrice Lattimore, Legislative Assistant
Planning and Land Use Management Committee

CASE NUMBER: CHC-2009-3537-HCM
LANKERSHIM READING ROOM
10940 N. SEPULVEDA BOULEVARD

At the Cultural Heritage Commission meeting of January 7, 2010, the Commission moved to include the above
property in the list of Historic-Cultural Monument, subject to adoption by the City Council.

As required under the provisions of Section 22.171.10 of the Los Angeles Administrative Code, the Commission
has solicited opinions and information from the office of the Council District in which the site is located and from
any Department or Bureau of the city whose operations may be affected by the designation of such site as a
Historic-Cultural Monument. Such designation in and of itself has no fiscal impact. Future applications for permits
may cause minimal administrative costs.

The City Council, according to the guidelines set forth in Section 22.171 of the Los Angeles Administrative Code,
shall act on the proposed inclusion to the list within 90 days of the Council or Commission action, whichever first
occurs. By resolution, the Council may extend the period for good cause for an additional 15 days.

The Cultural Heritage Commission would appreciate your inclusion of the subject modification to the list of
Historic-Cultural Monuments upon adoption by the City Council.

The above Cultural Heritage Commission action was taken by the following vote:

Moved: Commissioner Barron

Seconded: Commissioner Scott

Ayes: Commissioner Louie

Absent: Commissioners Dake and Lehrer

Vote: 3-0 4 0

o P
Fely C. P,ﬁhgol, Commission Executive Assistant
Cultural Heritage Commission

Attachment: Staff Report with Findings

¢:  Councilmember Richard Alarcon, Seventh Council District
San Fernando Valley Historical Society
Los Angeles Conservancy
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Date  JAN 2 7 2010

San Fernando Valley Historical Society

10840 N, Sepulveda Boulevard CERTIFIED MAIL
Mission Hills, CA 91345 RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED
CASE NUMBER: CHC-2008-3537-HCM

LANKERSHIM READING ROOM
10940 N. SEPLULVEDA BOULEVARD

As you will note from the attached copy of our communication to the Los Angeles City Council, the
Cultural Heritage Commission has moved to include the above-referenced property in the list of Historic-
Cultural Monuments, subject to adoption by the City Council.

In due course, our transmittal will be given a council file number and will be referred to the Council’s
Planning and Land Use Management Committee for review and recommendation. If you are interested in
attending the Council Committee meeting, you should calt Ms. Patricia Lattimore (213) 978-1074 for
information as to the time and place of the Committee and City Council meetings regarding this matter.
Please give Ms. Lattimore at least one week from the date of this letter to schedule this item on the
Committee Agenda before you call her.

D

Fely C. PIngol, Commission Executive Assistant
Cultural Heritage Commission

Hep
Attachment; CHC Declaration Letter to Council and Staff Report with Findings

C: GIS
Los Angeles Conservancy




Los Angeles Department of City Planning
RECOMMENDATION REPORT

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION CASE NO.: CHC-2009-3537-HCM
ENV-2009-3538-CE

HEARING DATE: January 7, 2010 Location: 10940 N. Sepulveda Bivd.

TIME: 10:00 AM Council District: 7

PLACE: City Hall, Room 1010 Community Plan Area; Mission Hills- Panoroma
200 N. Spring Street City- North Hills
Los Angeles, CA Area Planning Commission: North Valley
90012 Neighborhood Council: Mission Hills

Legal Description: Lot 1 of TR 28978

PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the
LANKERSHIM READING ROOM

REQUEST: Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument

OWNER: San Fernando Valley Historical Society

10940 N. Sepulveda Blvd.
Mission Hills, CA 91345

APPLICANT: Los Angeles Conservancy in conjunction with
Kennedy High School Architecture and Digital Arts Magnet
(frene Guzman-Garcia, Martin Guzman-Garcia)
523 West 6™ Street, Suite 826
Los Angeles, CA 90014

RECOMMENDATION That the Cultural Heritage Commission:

1. Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los Angeles Administrative Code
Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.7

2. Adopt the report findings.

S. GAIL GOLDBERG, AICP
Director of Planning -
Lo Ft™ "

Ken Ber?fétein, AICP, Manager Lanrbert M. G’iessinger, Preservation Archifect
Office of Historic Resources - Office of Historic Resources

Edgar Garcia, Preservation Plariner
Office of Historic Resources

Attachments: August 20, 2008 Historic-Cultural Monument Application
ZIMAS Report
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FINDINGS

The bhuilding reflects “the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or
community” for its association with the development of the San Fernando Valley, the
Lankershim Ranch, and members of the Lankershim family.

CRITERIA

The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose
individual genius influenced his age.

SUMMARY

Constructed in 1904, the Lankershim Reading Room is a one-story, octagonal-shaped structure
constructed in a vernacular Folk-Victorian style. Located on the property of the Andres Pico
Adobe Park, the subject structure is owned and maintained by the San Fernando Valley
Historical Society in Mission Hills. The 21-foot wide structure consists of redwood paneling and
wooden trim painted white on the building's upper half and red on its lower half. An eight-sided
roof made of composite wood shingles extends over the building's sides. Double French doors
provide entry on one of the eight sides of the structure while paired sash windows occupy each
of the other seven. Additional character-defining elements include original carriage lights as
well as an original redwood floor.

The proposed Lankershim Reading Room monument exists as the last remaining building from
the Lankershim Ranch, a 48,000-acre ranch originaily owned by 1saac Lankershim, a prominent
figure in the history of the San Fernando Valley. The structure was saved from demolition in the
early 1950's and moved to a location at the Chapel of the Canyon in Canoga Park and
subsequently to its present location on the property of Andres Pico Adobe Park in 2001. In
1868, supported by a group of prominent businessmen including Isaac Newton Van Nuys,
Lankershim bought 60,000 acres in the San Fernando Valley's southern half for $115,000. This
land was used to raise sheep and to grow wheat, paving the way for what would become a
successful wheat empire for both Lankershim and Van Nuys by the mid-1870's. In 1880,
Lankershim’'s daughter, Susanna, married Van Nuys, linking two of San Fernando Valley's
founding families. Lankershim resided at the residence of the ranch until his death in 1882;
thereafter, the estate was managed by Lankershim’s son, Colonel James B. Lankershim. In
1904, Colonel Lankershim built the subject structure for his son, Jack. The structure, used for
painting, reading, and studying, ultimately came to be known as the Lankershim Reading Room.
The Lankershims continued to live on the Ranch until 1848, when the last descendant of the
family passed away. In 1950, the property was subdivided and sold.

The proposed monument is currently undergoing restoration by the San Fernando Valley
Historical Society. Since 2001, various fund-raising events have raised money to construct a
foundation, remove stucco to reveal original windows, and reconstruct the overhanging roof. In
addition, the broken windows have been replaced with safety glass, a period fan with center
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light has been installed, and artifacts from the Lankershim Ranch have been put on display in
the interior.

The Lankershim Reading Room appears significant for its ties to the development of the San
Fernando Valley and associations with historical personages.

DISCUSSION

The Lankershim Reading Room property successfully meets one of the specified Historic-
Cultural Monument criteria: “reflects “the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the
nation, State or community.” As a building associated with the Lankershim Ranch, the
Lankershim family, and the development of the San Fernando Valley, the property qualifies for
designation as a Historic-Cultural Monument based on these criteria.

BACKGROUND

At its meeting of November 5, 2009, the Cuitural Heritage Commission voted to take the
application under consideration. On December 3, 2009, the Cultural Heritage Commission
toured the subject property.

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (“CEQA”) REVIEW

State of California CEQA Guidelines, Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 "consists of actions
taken by regulatory agencies, as authorized by state or local ordinance, to assure the
mainfenance, restoration, enhancement, or protection of the environment where the regulatory
process involves procedures for protection of the environment.”

State of California CEQA Guidelines Article 19, Section 15331, Class 31 “consists of projects
limited to maintenance, repair, stabilization, rehabilitation, restoration, preservation,
conservation or reconstruction of historical resources in a manner consistent with the Secrefary
of the Interior's Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for
Preserving, Rehabilitating, Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic buildings.”

The designation of the Lankershim Reading Room as a Historic-Cultural Monument in
accordance with Chapter 9, Aricle 1, of The City of Los Angeles Administrative Code ("LAAC")
will ensure that future construction activities involving the subject property are regulated in
accordance with Section 22.171.14 of the LAAC. The purpose of the designation is to prevent
significant impacts to a Historic-Cultural Monument through the application of the standards set
forth in the LAAC. Without the regulation imposed by way of the pending designation, the
historic sighificance and integrity of the subject property could be lost through incompatible
alterations and new construction and the demolition of irreplaceable historic structures. The
Secretary of the Interior's Standards of Rehabilitation are expressly incorporated into the LAAC
and provide standards concerning the historically appropriate construction activities which will
ensure the continued preservation of the subject property.

The use of Categorical Exemption Class 8 in connection with the proposed designation is
consistent with the goals of maintaining, restoring, enhancing, and protecting the environment
through the imposition of regulations designed to prevent the degradation of Historic-Cuitural
Monuments.

The use of Categorical Exemption Class 31 in connection with the proposed designation is
consistent with the goals relating to the preservation, rehabilitation, restoration and
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reconstruction of Historic buildings in a manner consistent with the Secretary of the Interior's
Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for Preserving Rehabilitating,
Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic Buildings.

FINDINGS
Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that

the application is complete and that the property may be significant enough to warrant further
investigation as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument.




Los Angeles Department of City Planning
RECOMMENDATION REPORT

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION CASE NO.: CHC-2009-3537-HCM
ENV-2009-3538-CE

HEARING DATE: November 5, 2009 Location: 10940 N. Sepulveda Blvd.

TIME: 10:00 AM Coungcil District: 7

PLACE: City Hall, Room 1010 Community Plan Area: Mission Hills- Panoroma
200 N. Spring Street City- North Hills
l.os Angeles, CA Area Planning Commission: North Valley
90012 Neighborhood Council: Mission Hills

Legal Description: Lot 1 of TR 28978

PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the
LANKERSHIM READING ROOM
REQUEST: Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument
" OWNER: San Fernando Valley Historical Society

10940 N. Sepulveda Bivd.
Mission Hills, CA 91345

APPLICANT: Los Angeles Conservancy in conjunction with
Kennedy High School Architecture and Digital Arts Magnet
(Irene Guzman-Garcia, Martin Guzman-Garcia)
523 West 6" Street, Suite 826
Los Angeles, CA 920014

RECOMMENDATION That the Cultural Heritage Commission:

1. Take the property under consideration as a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los
Angeles Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.10
because the application and accompanying photo documentation suggest the submittal
may warrant further investigation.

2. Adopt the report findings.

S. GAIL GOLDBERG, AICP

T‘jziof Planning -

Keh Bernstein, AICP, Manager Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect
Office of Historic Resources Office of Historic Resources

; I’,/A;ﬁ
Gatcid, Prggérvation Planner

Office of Hitoric Resources

Attachments; August 20, 2009 Historic-Cultural Monument Application
ZIMAS Report
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SUMMARY

Constructed in 1904, the Lankershim Reading Room is a one-story, octagonal-shaped structure
constructed in a vernacular Folk-Victorian style. Located on the property of the Andres Pico
Adobe Park, the subject structure is owned and maintained by the San Fernando Valley
Historical Society in Mission Hills. The 21-foot wide structure consists of redwood paneling and
wooden trim painted white on the building’s upper half and red on its lower half. An eight-sided
roof made of composite wood shingles extends over the building's sides. Double French doors
provide entry on one of the eight sides of the structure while paired sash windows occupy each
of the other seven. Additional character-defining elements include original carriage lights as
well as an original redwood floor,

The proposed Lankershim Reading Room monument exists as the last remaining building from
the Lankershim Ranch, a 48,000-acre ranch originally owned by Isaac Lankershim, a prominent
figure in the history of the San Fernando Valley. The structure was saved from demolition in the
early 1950's and moved to a location at the Chapel of the Canyon in Canoga Park and
subsequently to its present location on the property of Andres Pico Adobe Park in 2001. In
1869, supported by a group of prominent businessmen including Isaac Newton Van Nuys,
Lankershim bought 60,000 acres in the San Fernando Valley's southern half for $115,000. This
land was used to raise sheep and to grow wheat, paving the way for what would become a
successful wheat empire for both Lankershim and Van Nuys by the mid-1870's. In 1880,
Lankershim’s daughter, Susanna, married Van Nuys, linking two of San Fernando Valley's
founding families. Lankershim resided at the residence of the ranch until his death in 1882;
thereafter, the estate was managed by Lankershim’s son, Colonel James B. Lankershim. In
1904, Colonel Lankershim built the subject structure for his son, Jack. The structure, used for
painting, reading, and studying, ultimately came to be known as the Lankershim Reading Room.
The Lankershims continued to live on the Ranch until 1948, when the last descendant of the
family passed away. In 1950, the property was subdivided and sold.

The proposed monument is currently undergoing restoration by the San Fernando Valley
Historical Society. Since 2001, various fund-raising events have raised money to construct a
foundation, remove stucco to reveal original windows, and reconstruct the overhanging roof. in
addition, the broken windows have been replaced with safety glass, a period fan with center
light has been installed, and artifacts from the Lankershim Ranch have been put on display in
the interior,

The Lankershim Reading Room appears significant for its ties to the development of the San
Fernando Valley and associations with historical personages.

CRITERIA

The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of
particular histeric or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose
individual genius influenced his age.
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FINDINGS
Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that

the application is complete and that the property may be significant enough to warrant further
investigation as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument.
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August 20, 2009

Mr. Edgar Garcia, Preservation Planner
Office of Historic Resources

Los Angeles Department of City Planning
200 N. Spring Street, Suite 620

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Dear Edgar:

Afttached, please find the Historic-Cultural Monument nomination form for the Lankershim
Reading Room (currently owned by the San Fernando Valley Historical Society, Director Midge
Gisel), along with a CD containing digital photo images of the property.

The nomination was completed by Irene and Martin Guzman-Garcia of John F. Kennedy High
School Architecture and Digital Arts Magnet. Please call or email Irene at (818) 896-0637 or
guzgar9@aol.com if you have any questions or concerns with the enclosed nomination form and
materials.

Sincerely,

(Bo Ao

Adam Rubin

Y outh Outreach Coordinator
Los Angeles Conservancy
(213) 430-4208
arubin@laconservancy.org

Cec: Aaron Kahlenberg, Trudi Sandmeier

523 Wast Sixth Street, Suite 826, Los Angeles, California 9ol Tr 213 623 2480 R 213 623 3900



HisTOoRIC-CULTURAL MONUMERNT
APPLICATION _
TYPE OR HAND PRINT IN ALL CAPITAL BLOCK LETTEKRS

IDENMTIFICATION

1. NAME OF PROPOSED MONUMENT Lankershim Reading Room

2. STREET ADDRESS . 10940 N. Sepulveda Boulevard
CITY. Mission Hilis ZIP CODE 91345 . COUNCIL DISTRICT 7
3. ASSESSOR’S PARCEL NO, 2615001800

4. COMPLETE LEGAL DESCRIPTION: TRACT 28978

BLOCK None LOT(S) 1 ARB. NO. None

10940 N. Sepulveda Boulevard

5. RANGE OF ADDRESSES ON PROPERTY

6. PRESENT OWNER San Fernando Valley Historical Socisty

STREET ADDRESS 10940 N. Sepulveda Boulevard BE-MAIL ADDRESS:

CITY Mission Hills STATE _CA 7P copE 91345 pHONE (818) 365-7810

OWNERSHIP: PRIVATE X PUBLIC

7. PRESENT USE None--Under Restoration ORIGINAL USE __Reading Room on Lankershim Ranch

DESCRIPTION

8. ARCHITECTURAL STYLE Octagonal Gazebo

(SEE STYLE GUIDE)

9, STATE PRESENT PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION OF THE SITE OR STRUCTURE  (SEE OPTIONAL DECRIPFION WORK SHEET. | PAGE MAXIMUM}

see attachment

HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT
APPLICATION



HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT
APPLICATION

MARE OF PROPOSED MoONUMENT LankerShlm Reading Room

10. CONSTRUCTION DATE: 1an4 FACTUAL: | v ESTIMATED: =~

11. ARCHITECT, DESIGNER, OR ENGINEER _Unknown

12. CONTRACTOR OR OTHER BUILDER Unknown

13. DATES OF ENCLOSED PHOTOGRAPHS March 17, 2009

{t 8X30 BLACK AND WHITE GLOSSY AND 1 DIGITAL E-MAILED TO CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION@LACITY.ORG)

.

14. CONDITION; | EXCELLENT [ GOOD [ FAIR [ DETERIORATED | | NO LONGER IN EXISTENCE

15, ALTERATIONS fiche

16. THREATS TO SITE: || NONE KNOWN [ PRIVATE DEVELOPMENT || VANDALISM  ¥/] PUBLIC WORKS PROJECT

L | ZONING [~ OTHER

17. IS THE STRUCFURE: [ ] ON ITS ORIGINAL SITE [/ MOVED || UNENOWN

SIGNIFICANGE

18. BRIEFLY STATE HISTORICAL AND/OR ARCHFTECTURAL IMPORTANCE: INCLUDE DATES, EVENTS, AND PERSON ASSGCIATED

WITH THE SITE (SEE ALSO SIGNEFICANCE WORK SHEET. 750 WORDS MAXIMUM [F USING ADDITIONAL SHEETS)

see altachment

19, SOURCES (LIST BOOKS, DOCUMENTS, SURVEYS, PERSONAL INTERVIEWS WITH DATES) L0S Angeles Times, Midge Gisel (March 17,

2009)

20, DATE FORM PREPARED 03/20/2009 PREPARER’S NAME irene Guzman-Garcia
ORGANIZATION L.A. Consarvancy Youth Advocate STREET ADDRESS
CITY SIATE__CA ZIPCODE____ ' PHONE(_ ).

E-MATL ADDRESS: guzgard@acl.com

HISTORIC-CULTURAL, MONUMENT
APPLICATION




The Lankershim Reading Room is a one- story, octagonal gazebo plan, with a
redwood paneling finish and wooden trim. It's octagonal peaked roof is made of
composite wood shingles. The wooden framed windows are made up by a fixed sash
pane lower moveable “ pop- up” with lower storage slot below with a wood cover . The
Pop-Up windows are very unique to the design. The entry features centered, French
doors. Additional character defining elements of the structure are original Carriage
Lights, original wooden frames of the pop-up windows, original redwood walls, and

originat redwood wooden floor.




18.

The Lankershim Reading Room is significant because it is the last remaining part
of Isaac Lankershim's 60,000 acre ranch which today is the southern eastern part of
the San Fernando Valley. The original ranch now includes the cities of North Hollywood,
Van Nuys, Sherman Oaks, Encino, Tarzana, Woodland Hills, Reseda and Canoga
Park.

Isaac Lankershim was born in Nuremberg, Bavaria, 1819. When he was 17
years old he traveled to the United States. In 1854 he came to California bringing,
along cattle across the Great Plains, after living in St. Louis . He engaged in the stock
business and in raising grain in Napa Valley. He then moved again, now to San
Francisco were he was a heavy shipper of grain to Europe. In 1868 he bought El Cajon
Rancho in San Diego were, he commenced raising wheat and later built a flour mill.
Then in 1869 he bought one-half of the enormous San Fernando Rancho in Los
Angeles County, from Andres Pico the brother of Pio Pico, the last Mexican Governor.

He then would eventually, begin to raise wheat successfully with his son-in-law
Isaac Van Nuys. Nearly the all 60,000 acres were cultivated with wheat. In 1878
Lankershim and Van Nuys built a flour mill in Los Angeles. The mill was equipped with
the most modern appliances and had a capacity of filling 400 barrels of flour a day.

After the death of Isaac Lankershim in 1882 , his son J.B. Lankershim took over
and managed the estate. In 1904 J.B. Lankershim , paid to get the Lankershim Reading
Room built for his 15 year old son Jack. In the reading room Jack was free to do what
ever he wished to do. He would paint, read and study there. Five years later in 1909
J.B. Lankershim subdivided 48,000 acres of the ranch to local real estate developers .
The developers then subdivided and sold small parcels for homes.

The Lankershim family continued to live on the Lankershim Ranch until 1948
when the last decedent of the Lankershim passed away. In the early 1950's, the
remaining land was subdivided and sold. All of the buildings that were on the ranch
were torn down with the exception of the Lankershim Reading Room which was moved
to Chapel of th Canyons on Topanga Blvd. While at the Chapel of the Canyons it was
used as a wedding chapei until, April 26, 2001 when it was moved to the Andres Pico
grounds. The Lankershims played a great part in the development of the San Fernando
Valley. if the Lankershim Family wouldn’t have made the San Fernando Valley as
popular as it was, developers might of never bought the land and the San Fernando
would not be the city it is today.



Bibliography:
1. Visit to San Fernando Historical Society (March 17, 2009)
2.Interview with Midge Gisel (March 17_,2009)

3.Shaffer, Gina. “Lankershim’s San Fernando Valley: Wheat was King.” Daily News,
1985.

4 . "Developers buy Lankershim Ranch.” Los Angeles Times.

5. “Great Lankershim Ranch Sold, Local Syndicate to Subdivide.” Laos Angeles Daily
Times. 24 Sept.1909

6. “Avilas: Lankershim Heritage Kept Alive”. Los Angeles Times. 9 June 1985

7. "Couple Keep Heritage of Lankershim Alive.” Los Angeles Times.

8. "AVILAS: Pioneers’ Heritage Kept Alive”. Los Angeles Times.

9. “Dedication Planned Oct.5 for Chapel in the Canyon”. 1958

10. San Fernando Valley Historical Society News Letters. February and March 2009













remberg, Bavaria, 1818. He came to the
United States when seventeen years of age,
and made his way to St. Louis, where, for sev-
eral years, he sngaged in the stock and grain
business, buying and shipping cattle, grain, etc.,

ﬁSAAC LAN L £RSHIM was Dorn in Nu-

from St. Louis down the Mississippi River to

New Orleans. In 1834 he came to California,
bringing cattle across the plains. He went to
Napa County and again engaged in the stock
business and in raising grain. Afterward he
went to San Franeisco, where for a nminber of
years he was a heavy shipper of grain to Europe.
In 1868 he bought Ei Cajon Rancho, in San
Diego County, where, the vext year, he com-
neuced raising wheat; and later he built & flour
mill there. . In 1869 he bought one-hatf of the
immense San Fernando Rancho in Los Angeles
County. Eventually, he and Mr. Van Nuys
began to raige wheat successfully on their ranch,
till nearly the whole 60,000 acres were ‘m:ought
under cultivation. In 1878 they built a flour
mill jn Los Angeles. In this enterprise he was
the moving spirit. 'This mill is equipped with
ali the modern appliances, and has a capacity
of 400 barrels of fiour per day. TFor a number
of years previous to his death Mr. Lankershim
carried on farming and milling simultaneously
in San- Diego and Fresno counties,- where he
owned a farm of 14,000 acres; ard at the same
time he was at the head of a company that was
engaged. in the same business in Los Angeles
County. Mr. Lankershim was a man ot strict
honesty and integrity, and of good, practical
business capacity, as must be obvious from the
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By GINA SHAFFER
Dally News Sial Writer

Vast fields of wild oats carpeted the San Fernan-
do Valley when Isaac Lankershim rode on horse-
back through the area in 1869. :

The Bavarian inmigrant already had amassed a
fortune raising wheat in Northern California and
exporting it to Europe when he decided the Valley
was an ideal spot for cultivation, Backed by San
Francisco businessmen, including Levi Strauss,
and Napa County investor Isaac Newton Van
Nuys, Lankershim bought 60,000 acres in the Val-
‘ley’s southern half for growing wheat.

The purchase, organized under the San Fernan-
do Farm Homestead Association, marked the first
subdivision of Valley land. The area includes the
communities of North Hollywood, Van Nuys,
Sherman Oaks, Encino, Tarzana, Woodland Hills,
Reseda and Canoga Park,

One-fifth of the acreage at the southeastern end
was eventually sold Tor small farms, mostly 40-
acre plots, by the Lankershim Ranch Land & Wa-
ter Co.

When Lankerghim died in 1882 a local newspa-
per eulogized him as “the leading spirit in turning
the San Fernando Valley into the wheat granary
of this county and ... one of the most profitable
agricultural-valleys in the state.”

Lankershim Boulevard, still a major thorough-
fare, was named after him in 1888. From 18%6-
1927, North Hollywood was known as Lanker-
shim,

Susanna Lankershim, Isaac’s daughter, married
Van Nuys, linking two of the Valley's founding
famities. Lankershim and Van Nuys are buried
side by side with their wives in Evergreen Ceme-
tery in Boyle Heights,

After Isaac Lankershim's death, his son, Col.
J.B. Lankershim, managed the family estate,

There are no living Lankershim descendants.
J.B.'s son, Jack, who died in 1946, married but did
not have children. J.B.'s daughter, Doria, who died
in 1948, never married..

Frank and Maria Avila, who lived on'the Lank-
ershim Ranch from 1929-1950 have preserved the
Lankershim heritage.

‘The Granada Hills couple also helped stop ef-
forts to change Lankershim Boulevard to Univer-
sal Boulevard in 1968 and defended the Lanker-
shim legacy in 1983 by helping to block plans to
move a stone monument honoring J.B. Lanker-
shim in the FLaurel Canyon hills where his ashes
were scattered. The city’s Cultural Heritage Board
declared it a historic monument,

Frank Avila served as caretaker of the ranch,
working for J.B. Lankershim until his death In
1831 and then for his son, Jack, In 1350, the prop-
erty was sold and eventually developed into what
is now the Wrightwood Estates.

Only a small part of the 22-room ranch house
which was surrounded by fruit trees and lush gar-
dens, has survived ag part of the Chapel in the
Canyon in Canoga Park.

Information is provided by San Fernando Valley
Historical Society.

Col. 4.B. Lankersnim, leff, managed |
estate after the deaih in 1882 of h

Rolling vista of Lankershitm Ranch sury
1908 painting by Jack Lankershim. Lar




] Pholoa counesy al Frank and kigna Aviia
, managed the family  Isaac Lankershim, who acquired 60,000 acres Lankersh:m s desk, right, brings back memo-

. 1882 of s father, in the San Fernando Vallay to grow wheat. J.B. ries for Frank Avila, who lived on the estate

Ranch survives in a Boulevard was named anei family palr;arch

acres in the San Fernando Valiey. North Holly-
<ershim. Lankershim © Isaac Lankershim, who cultivated {housands of

wood was once known as Lankershim.
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NEW ERA.

GREAT LANKERSHIM RANCH SOLD,
| LOCAL SYNDICATE TO SUBDIVIDE,

Two and a Half Millions for Forty-eight Thousand Acres in San
Fernando Valley—Soon Open fo Home-makers.

1 .
¢ad most notitde real

perafled and lareral roazds.

within z very few vears,

The perchase

and Milinig Campany.

Seeuritr S,
Bank

ew 2w Tarrente,
Lathusi,

the zuiorn

oumber {rom the products of the seil.

HE GREAT Lankershim ranch of 48,000 acres, in the heart olf the fertile San Fernando
Valley, has just been purchased for $2,500,000 by a syndicate of loca) capitzlists which will
precesd 1o subdivide 2ad self it in smal) parcels 10 home-makers.

estale

transachion  cver mads

-Homes for at least 25,000 persons will be possible under the plans of the purchasers, the
amall ranches 10 be placed on the market aflording abundant opportunity for the support of this
As the southern boundary ol the ranch is but a {ew

miles from Los Angeles, a tremendous addiion to the “back cduatry” of this city is this assureqd

heludes not andy the land, but ali the property of the Los Angeles Farming
Fhis wskes in the company’s big milling plant in this city, the ware-
houses, live swik, engines, wagons, harvesting machinery, and 2il other appurtenances of the
Tie Faraving and Miliing Company will continue the operation of the ranch for anather

A varua! lst of 1the members of the syndicate which has purchased the property is as lollows:
LY. Sanian, preastient: Maurice S, Hellman, vice-president, and W. D. Longyear, cashier of the
vings Bank : Stoddard Jess and W, C. Pauterson, vice-presidents of the First National
| 5 b Adams and Janes R Martin of James H. Adams and Compaay: O. J. Wigdall,
vicepresigent of the J{ome Savings Bank; W. M Aflen, R, C. Giilis, E. ). Marshall,

s There are a number of other purchasers—good citizens who have been
sod successhnd developers o Southern California Henry W, O'Mclveny will be
- for the new owners, i

in Southern California.
just sokd i3 the largest undivided piece ol property in Los Angeles county, having & leagth of
bitern miies wnd & width of more than six and onc-hal{ miles.

A number of surfevors wiil go inlo the feld soon, and towns will be laid out,'a boulevard
waning the entire Jength of the ranch will be construcied, ogether with Glty or sixty miles of

This is the largest

The ranch

. E. Hew.

3

g

Mr.

- Be e itra,

and Mrs. 1. N, Van Nuys, Who Have Relinquished the Vast Property.

kit years Mr Vun Nuys was easoclaled {o Lbe menagement and ownershlp ol the lmmesse ranch, hiz wife
L Welng the dunghler of the lale Isaae Latkershlm, who bought the lasd from Plo Pleo nod (heé Do Cellaes o

T

Irssactlon just  compieted
pol inrlde the Encihe  ranch,
el tccuples a comprratively small

adpotning 1ve Lankerzhtmi ranch,
9 shich 13 owined by outside inters
e

X wu slaled seaswrday by ene of
Sywbers ul 10 purcnaskig syndl-
G It hab [wo purpeaes (6 ning.
P, o course, 15 10 maky money:
oker 5 1¢ aM9T un opportunity
omt-mukers W ségure desirdble
kst w0 Los Angeley st u fen-
price inslexd of betng {orced
it duraal poifls Aand pay more

prHY Ires egiradle, .
these objecls fR vhew, the ayn-
s vill build Bighways and estab-
& res, inzking of ke vast lerris
By b [renl veinAzaly ol renches
nyyep fize, o soie S0 RRrcels
B (ke Levers. Thi iwn uf Van
o, 1o numed In nunor of iha
8 ¥ho for o Inany trs ixa con-
e destties uf e Lig ranch,
y wilf Le (58 ArsL 10 be dslab-

WORK FOR SURVELQRS.

of thel lotylines W

¥ Led soma
hlore
I

te. selactionsg Lo e
Wt Wk Lo prepared

Crhuengga Pess.

The soll 1= uniform-
Iy rich and deep and of an alluvial
character. [t is decipred la he of the
Besl In Southern Crilfornfa for oifal-
fu. amall  Crulte,  and  diversiioed
furming. 14 18 Lhe tergest alngle bady
of ferlile, leve) land in thin purt of
the Stale, und Stld [0 be the lergest

xingle body ©f jund lylbg 50 neur a
Lig city, !n the Unlied States,

‘The noriherss boundary of the Lan-
kershim  raneh |1 near the town of
Chateworth, walle 1o the west are the
feathiila of the Santa Monlea Moun-
taifa, und to the rasl the lével ficar
end allghtty rollng hills af the re-
meinder ¢f ths grzel valley.

EMPIRE UNDER PLOW,

Qf the 45,000 3cres of the ranch, 11,000

wers plowed

In summer fellew or In
gruin ol year, Somo 2600 (o WG
keres, suftable 1o the cultlvatisn of
strawberries wnd other fruin, hever
huve been plowed or plented. Cily &
smati proportion  of  the -entlre

Ared la of w nature that precludes s
cultivation.

The crop of the Los Angeies Fayin-
ing and MINing Company for the cur-
rent  yuar was epproxinmately 390,000
buas of whear wnd harfey,

In e prodycton of  wheat Lhe
ranch la noitsble in Southern Califor-
nin, J¢ ki mboyl 1he only one thal has

begn  continupusiy wnd  auccesafuilv

A fant

tentlous  but
couairy honte,
TWO RAILROAD LINES,
Alrexdy Lhere pre excelisnt transs
poriulion facilitles, the Conel line of
Lhe Bouthern Facific runnlng through
a sectlon  of Lhe repch, while the
Chatsworth Park branmch aiso traveracs
it pravileally from end {0 end.

besutlfully eavironed

PAGES FAOM PAST,

ARLY HISTORY
OF BIG RANCH.

‘HELD BY 'LANKERSHIM FAMILY

OVER FORTY YEARGD,

S

Praneer, Now Dsad, Whote Nams [t
Boars, Onces Part Ownar of Intire
Yallap—-Rere Ability of I, X, Yan
Nuys  in  Cenducting  Surinsms
Makes It Wonderful Success,

History af the long-gane prai In Lo
Anceley fg resatlad Re 0t

 lzrger ared wis broken up and resded

Tsnac Lankershim,

Iste pioneger Californla merchant apd
miller, uhd an early owder of the
greul rench, who begap lt3 deveir
©pment. .

RECORD DEAL ON MAIN,

Fortipn  Capi
Quarter

lisl Pays Naarly =
Million for Fsoptas
Theatar §ite,

‘One of the largesi and most  Im-
por{ent denix in Los Angeles business
pIUperty CORYUMMALEd [Hié yewr Wis
pul LRrough yesterday when Jonn ©
Morgough, & reftred buaker and fum
ber merchand, of (he UUy of dMevics,
purchysed (hrough Lhe agency of H.
A. Ruwan & Vo, the progerty a1 Nos
§27-523-325 South Mein streer. known
as the Peoples Theater buitdlng, M
J. Wooliacelt, the yeller, recelyved 12
004 for hia holding, or al the raiz
over 3800 & fronl foot,

The shz i3 Improved with a three-
slory bricx building, coniaining two

ax one of rthe deisgates of
Apereh Shrine af the Cly ot dlexleo.
Ho wioa eb Mmpressed with the susihng
and husiiing way of Lhe ciuy. That he
immediately made w foan o §80.8%0 on
& Broadway lol. Ylnce then nez has
vislied the city frequently and  haa
ioaned through R. A. Rowan & Cu.
aeveral hundred theusand doliars.

Mr. Wooilecoll, (he wéiler, purchased
the holding muhy years age, whie it
wea sUli resjdence property, al 1363 &
tront fooct. He erected ne  present
byliding four ye&Fy EEo %4 1 cdal
-$4¢,000.

PRICES CUT.

ON RATES

BELASH CO4T OF OCEAN TRIPS
FROM 1LOB ANGELES.
e
Stzamyhipy of Rival Linss Run.

ning fo =nd {rem $in Francisea
Annpunce NMew Schedule and Fure-
thar Acduction ls Expacteg—P acific
Mail and Sr. Croix lavalved,

War In eurnest has been doclared on
the Pueffie Conal Steamzhlp (Company

multer weg handled by {he lete Anaon
Brunaon, one (hme Judge of the County
Court here, who wiy etlorney for Lhe
Lankershlin ipterests In ths dividon
w the esinle,

THE RANCH DIVIDED,

by Schub3 & Hamllon, of Seatule
which flrm will publish a4 first-clas
rate of 3635 Irom Ban Frunciseo 1o
Los Angeies on ihe sieamer St Croix
‘Fhe rete ix a cot of B under Lhat e
clured by Lhe Pecific Coust Campuay
same duys wgo.

It soon became apparonl thal De)
Cel's withed fw havé the upper cnd!
of ruech, iacludlag Lhe poruiong
niw embreced by Chotaworth wnd (e
Porier ranches, Lankershlm apw hil,
though thera were advunieges Ia Lhe!
upper purt of Lhe valley, the lower)
pirl wea betler sujted for general
(EFMINg pufpoiss. Ah AFfeeMEn Wha
entered into. mutually weceplible 1o
both of them. o run &4 Iz through
the volley from east (o wedi, the De
Ceitaes tuking the upper portlea end
Tsnar Lonkershim and bl aasociaiet
the lower part of the vhlhey,

The sl 0 (his Jower past of he
vhalley ia moxt exceilent, and the Lan-

kerahim  hoidlnga embraced 58,500
acres.  For - meverdl years after the
subdivlalon 11 wuea st wsed for

moge for
In 18

charge of
I would

sheep nhd ceilie,

. N, ¥an Muys whe wan in
the raach, conrciuded that
Be profituble tn undertake
fruit growlng wr o porion o1 {he
fund,  Mr. Yin Muys was born and
relsed on a farm near Danaviiie, w
town not far from Rochester in the
western parl af New York, He had
ecame to Celifornbs In 1360, settling in
\he porthern part of the State, and to

Los Angeles In 1870, whers he be-
cume  nssoclaied  with  Mr. Lanker-
shim,

FIAST SUCCESS,
The Arst crop of wheat was pul In
i 1M, pot = very Jargs area, bul
the e¢zperiment praved entlrely avc-
ceazful. In the winier of 1875-6 & much
te wheal, the result astonivhing every
ont and far surpisglog the most san-
guine expectationr. In  cutting the
Krajin In e gummer the heaadn reachaed
as high ax & horse's dack. Many (1]
¥lelded from len (g 1Wenly sachF each.
“The guestlon way what to g¢o whh
the graln, The Southern Paclfic Rusl-

Francison  received lust nighy

“Beginning Monday 1he 5t
Wil leave San Franchoy ghengside ihe
Pacific, Cbnst Uompany's crech £k
ery Lthe Fyexhient ang the
and whi curry pussengers
to Lox Angeles rur 3835 The round
1o)p rete will be 51138, We snall have
Eh intermedinte rete of 4335 5430 [or
the rousd trig, wnd & one-wuy zlear
age rate of fidh. The 6. Croiy wil
muke Lwo roung-lrips each week, sili-
Ing Mondays and Tivrsdays, and wHl
inkke o fiitie mmoney at e folas pub.
Diahed.”

7L In sabl that the Su 1"roix may be
operaied (0P Wnal o nsIE (3 purcnnse
the coul for ane of the Pavific coast
Company's new Aleamers. und sppars
enuly, Schuhach & [LonNiiun Guve cn-
tered o BEWL 1o g iakeh. b IS expeoted

RENS

Arsl elaia

the Pacifle Cawel tpeny Wi pkt
eniy meel the Y1 Crols’s vul bul widl
g _under it

Whetever the fihal ouleome of the

rate war, the troveling pultic will be
benefited both by jow rates and by
wugmentsd sieamer  service betwesa
the Nerth eng the Svuth,

MYSTERIQUS,

LOPES WITH
HI5 OWN WIFE!?

YOUNG WIFE DISAPPEARE WHILE
TAKING A WALK..

R

Had Resantly Laft Her Husband
for Crusity—bothar I Prostratnd
With Grisf—Husband 1 Alse Mire-
ing—Evidence That She Intendad to
Reluen Whon 8ha' Left,

A puxzling enigma was presented 10
the police yeslerday when relatlves of
Mry. Sagie Clirk  Sinclalr, 16 yzars
olt, reporied Lhal she had suddenly
wrappesied  while juking a  walk
Sundzy. Her kin deciare she hus
cither been Xinaped or “done away
with,”

Bahind " her “myalerlous diseppear-

\SFLUNE Every

ance Hes b alory of gurndeb.ae wit
pinkes and W separwtion  (rom
fusband less than hree weoka
One¢ sirange feelure of he' case 1y
that her husband. Harry H. Skaclair,
whom she had ieft, cznnoi be found
Mra, C. F, Clerk, the girl’s mother,
In prostrated with grief end fear over
fer daughlar's disappearance. on
this account, other ref~{ives are ex-
influence w  Hnd  Mrs,

Slnciair,

Sipeiajr was tbe oo

W |
ALONG COAST.

A disguich frem San >

(R

Covernor |

REPUBLI(
SMITH

Two Thousand
4s P

Convention Refuses

‘} Board of Education

slores and the Peoples Thester on the g=e * e

Erouad fioor, and i regminghouse on | Lively  Comest Ot

the Tug upper fAoers. “The kgl Ieonte 20

0 e T i nd exrenda aaey | Andilon.

185 reel to kn aley The prescnl remis -

are wpid to pa JELED0 ek year, whcht

wil puy Mr. Mordough & per tenl. o § Orw ey

hle investmens. ; HE FOLLOWING can
Mr. Mordourh came 1o Loy Angeles} £ FOLLOWING cane

fieat with the Shrine convention  in tetogites 16 e Repul

tasy pigel, the greales
loas angeies:

Mayor—Cearge Al

City Clerk—Hirey J
City Treasurer—Ret
Tex Coijecror—%. £
H City assedsor—Rabe

Counoimed—First
rboMeKes: Taire
B Filih Ward W
- Ward, Herpry

Warg
Wird, 5.0 O
H 0'Cot:ze
Ho Lrou:
R. E. Wirschlpg.

£l

delezesad, for 2
ventidn sim
Beily i

& lowse,

eppenents vl tha
Board o

intersement
EducaEioh. B

MalGrity wad akd
Tae ubly two

.
EaicgEley Wi St

chwlrman
P Lrad Cum
vehtlon

1
ciose, bel o map fram vk Sirth \\‘kr-il,
crested v alir oY Lresenting Lhe RaTmE]
of ftobuert L. Hayhural, woo o fv% 'hy‘i
LED annpuhced 1LEL he RRd stepied]
oul of Lhe race, A ther delegate|
proposed Ly memt &f Frid 3 H
ANGTEER HBREaR, 5

In the epae or 0




"R

What’s So Important About

the Lankershim Legacy?

You may be wondering why all the fuss
about saving the Lankershim Reading Room.
After all, it's just another old building, right?
Here's a bit of information that may turn your
thoughts toward making a donation to help
restore it

Isaac Lankershim, passing through the San
Fernando Valley in 1869, was impressed by
the grazing potential of the land. When he
heard the Pico brothers needed cash, he joined
with other prominent businessmen (o create the
San Femnando Farm Association (which be-
.came the Los Angeles Farm & Milling Co.).
The group bought 60,000 acres from the Picos
for $115,000, and the northern border was
Roscoe Boulevard, The ranch tand was used
to raise sheep, then wheat, The association built
the Valley’s first flour mill and produced an
astounding 510,000 bushels by 1888. One of
the narrow roads cut through the wheat figlds
eventually became Lankershim Boulevard.
What we call North Hollywood was origi-
nally called Lankershim, then the name was
changed in 1927. Eventually, the land became
more valuable and was sold off in 5-, 10-, 20-
and 40-acre parcels at $120 an acre.
The Lankershims continued to live on what
became the Lankershim Ranch until the last

of the Lankershims died in 1948, Their remain-.

ing property was subdivided and sold in the
early 1950s. Some of the buildings were moved
to Chapel of the Canyons on Topanga Blvd.

The Lankershim Reading Room is all that
remains of this part of Vallev historv.

I et gpiepedd. on e Crpleea
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Camage nghts

- weather causmg the work to be stylmed'

The ongmal camage lzghts were connected by Arnie Moore in J anuary The electnmty is all hooked up

The next big prOJect w111 be reﬁmnshmg the wooden oak floor and palntmg the ms1de.

Your New San Fernando Valley Hlstorlcal Soclety Board

Elections were held, and we have some new board members; but first we Would like to heartily thank
our outgoing members for their service: ' Adrienne Biondo, Ken Morris, Bobbie Trafalski, and Phil and
Bobbie Wenger. New board members are Amie Moore and Elsie Iwata. Taking over as Vice-President
for Bobbie Trafalski is Dr. Carole Morton. All the other officers remain the same.

To become a boardmember all one needs to to is be a dues-paying member of the San Fernando Valley
Historical Society and have a willingness to serve. The board only meets once a month, with a hiatus of
a month during the summer. One is allowed to miss for travel or sickness, of course.

One also may attend the board meetings without being a member. We welcome new ideas and input
from alt our members!

Consider helping to man our booth at the L.A. Heritage Day on March 22* a Heritage Square.
Please phone the office for more details: (818) 365-7810
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Adding Iron Rails

Painting the Rails
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"ADOBE'S ALLEY 2ND HAND SALE" Foonr
Saturday, May 17th 8 am. t0 4 p.m.

Andres Pico Adobe,
10840 Sepulveda Blvd., Mission Hills Map

Mission Hilis, CA - The San Fernando Valley Historical Society will sponsor the "Adobe's
Alley 2nd Hand Sale" from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturday, May 17, 2003 at the Andres Pico
Adobe, 10940 Sepulveda Blvd., Mission Hills. The landmark adobe is located at in Andres
Pico Adobe Park at the intersection of Sepulveda and Brand Boulevards (directly across
from the Mission Hills Annex of the U.S. Post Office).

All proceeds from the sale will benefit restoration of the Lankershim Reading Room, the last
remnant of Valley pioneer Issac Lankershim's ranch that once covered the southern half of
the San Fernando Valley. Buiit in 1808, the octagon-shaped redwood building was saved
from demolition by the Society, which hopes to complete restoration this year with the

* assistance of community funds.

"This fundraising event is also somewhat of a museum coliection clearance sale to help
make room for historical artifacts that need to be in a protected environment," noted Midge
Gisel, chairperson of the sale. "We need fo clear out several hundred items from our
storage areas both inside and outside of the Adobe.”

Among the items to he sold will be several small appliances, caockware, clothing, and other
odds & ends that are not of historical value, but nevertheless may be useful or helpful for
someone else, Gisel added.

The public is invited to donate items {o the sale for the purpose of raising money for the
Lankershim Reading Room. These items will be accepted on Monday, May 12 at the Adobe
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Any items not sold at the sale will be donated by the Sociely to the
Council of the Blind,

In addition, the Valley Quiltmakers will have a "Poppies on Parade” opportunity quilt on
display at the sale, and will be selling chances for $1 each. A portion of the proceeds from
this sale will go to the Painted Turtle Camp for Children.

The San Fernando Valley Historical Societly is celebrating its 60th anniversary year in 2003,
and will be open for tours from 14 p.m. on Sunday, May 18.

For additional information
call the San Fernando Valley Historical Society
818-365-7810

http://www.sfvhs.com/AdobesAlley htm - 2/24/2009



History of the Lankershim Reading Room _

In 1904, J.B.Lankershim built on the Lankershim Ranch an octagonal 21’ wide redwood
building with a roof extending ~3’ beyond each dimension. (Now called North
Hollywood, Lankershim was the community name at that time.) Double French doors
provided entry. Double adjacent pocket-windows provided ventilation and light on the
seven other sides. The lower panel of each pocket-window could be lowered into the
wall space below the window for cross-ventilation. J. B.’s son, Jack used the structure
for recreation, and it is believed that it was from this house that he painted a small
painting of the surrounding countryside.

Frank and Maria Avila had been hired to manage the Ranch, and they lived in half of
the U-shaped ranch house when it was not occupied by son, Jack, or daughter, Doria.

By 1950, the Ranch had been sold for subdivision, and a Lockheed executive,
Harvey Grey Trembley, purchased the octagonal house and half of the U-shaped house. .
Mr. Trembley had the two buildings moved to 9012 Topanga Canyon Blvd. on eight
acres he owned there, between Parthenia and Nordhoff Streets in Canoga Park. The
Trembleys called the octagonal house the “Summer House” and entertained in it. In
1957, Mr. Trembley decided to move to Woodland Hills and sold his propeerty to the
Chapel in the Canyon at the urging of his friend, Roy Rogers, a supporter of the new
church.

The building was then transformed by placing panels over the windows, removing the
two adjacent windows opposite the doors and constructing a bay-window-like structure
there. The building was then covered with stucco.

The property was sold by the church to the Marriott Co. to be used for an assisted
living facility and condominium complex.

In 2001 Jim Gulbranson witnessed a bull-dozer heading for the remaining forlorn
octagonal building and hopped out of his truck to speak to the driver who had no idea of
the historical value of the structure. After Jim had explained that it was the last
remaining building from the Lankershim Ranch, the bull-dozer driver/contractor offered
to allow the San Fernando Valley Historical Society the building if it could be removed
within the month. Jim approached his friend, Ray Phillips, at the Leonis Adobe in the
hope of obtaining funds to facilitate the move. The Board of the Leonis Adobe
generously provided $7,500 to help finance the move. The Department of Recreation and
Parks agreed to allow the structure to be moved onto the property of the Andres Pico
Adobe Park. The Board of the SFVHS was enthusiastic about saving the structure, and
on April 17, 2001 the move was made. Preparations for the move required removing a
portion of wrought-iron fence along Brand Blvd, removing a tree which was determined
to be dying, removing fencing, gates and light poles to accommodate the tight squeeze
while passing in front of the Adobe.

Money has been raised since that time by dedicating multiple fund-raising events to
construct a foundation, remove the stucco to reveal the unique windows, reconstruct the
overhanging roof (the roof extended beyond the 217 width of the building and had to be
shaved off for the move), re-shingle, remove the “bay window”, support the floor, rewire,
and to construct a disabled access ramp. The city required enhanced disabled access and
funds to cut the curb and construct a decomposed granite path to the Adobe bathrooms,
upgrade the stalls with grab-bars, raise wash-basins to accommodate wheelchairs, and




faucet levers to facilitate use by the disabled were generously provided by the Mission
Hiils Neighborhood Council.

The exterior has been painted; the interior is ready for scraping and painting. The
broken windows have been replaced with safety glass. A period fan with center light has
been installed. The floor will be sanded and protected. Finally, artifacts from the
Lankershim era will be displayed in the building. Many artifacts from the Lankershim
Ranch have been preserved and kept at her home by Marna Avila. They will be moved
when the building is ready for them. Plans to place an enlarged a copy of Jack
Lankershim’s painting of the Lankershim Ranch on the wall-space opposite the French
door entry are underway.

Preliminary report by Richard G. Doyle, M.D. April 20, 2009
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,f;who re51ded tpere untllﬁthevlate 1890 3 when they moved to the Plaza in
.g7d0wnt0wn IDS‘Angeles ' : S
rlnto ruin;

‘gyID 1930 Mark R, Harrlngton, A
;Museum of Los Angeles completel

the clalm with the, 5Latement The genuiness.of the ant is clearlf

'establlshed and crrcumstances under which it was made” is cTearly explain-

ed as to leave no dodbt 1t was done in good falth

In 1845 De Celis sold a half interest in the property'to Andres Pico for

.$15,000.00‘ which he later transferred to his brother Pio.

In 1869, Plo Pico sold the land to the San Fernando Valley Homestead
Assocratlon, neaded by’ Isaac Lankershlm.and Isaac Van Nuys who paid
$115, 000. 00 for the property g L

A'QDe Cells did not spend many years on his ‘rancho home in the ‘Ban Fernando
' Valley, which still tands at' 10940 Sepulveda Blvd.,, near Brand Blvd.

This. property was. restored and enlarged by Andres and Catarina Pico,

fffDe Cells returned to Spaln 1n'1853 and never returned to Callfornla He .
. died in Bilboa, Spain, on January 27, 1889, However, hls’w1dow and B
.,chlldren dld return to Southern Callfornla T ;
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3v MAVERENE BARKER, Times Staff Writer

One o: Irancseo and Maria Avila's most prized
sFessions is a painting done by their former
iployer, the late Jack Lankershim, that exempli-
s his picneer family's love affair with the San
rnando Valley. ‘
In the painting, which hangs in a prominent spot
the couple's Granada Hills home, cows graze
nientedly amid fruit trees and Jush, rolling hills. A
nding dirt road crosses the tranguil scene. In the
cxground. the mountains rise almost majestical-
—uncbsiructed by tall concrete and glass build-
ne cluiter of billooards and neon signs or the
R DTO\\'?] naze of smog.
The settng for the 1908 painting was what is now
@ corner -of Lankershim and Ventura boule-
rds—near oné of two roads that led to the main

ra

use on the €900¢-acre ranch that the artist's

rie Keep I eritage of Lankershi

grandfather, Isaac Lankershim, bought in 1869,
Lankershim paid Pio Pico, the last Mexican gover-
nor of California, $115,000 for the property, which
included much of the southern Valley. |

Maria Avila, 72, said the home’s other road was &
half-mile away at what Iater became the intersec-
tion of Lankershim Boulevard and Vineland Ave-
nue.

“It's quite a contrast between then and now,” she
said. "I look at this painting every time I read about
the complaints about high-rise buildings, traffic
congestion and billboards -on Lankershim or Ven-
tura, I wish others could see it. People don't realize
how nice it was back then. And soon there won't be
anybody around to tell them."” * _

The Avilas, who lived on the Lankershim ranch

fram 147G 11131 tha lact Af familaln anirimal mannnates

AL SEIB / Los Angeles Times
Francisco and Maria Avila with an old wagon
wheel from the Lankershim ranch in front yard
of their Granada Hills home; Francisco Avila,
former Lankershim caretaker, adjusts delicate
scales once used by the Lankershim family to
weigh gold; a sundial in Avilas’ backyard was
originally part of the Lankershim estate.

Alive

was subdivided in the early 1950s, are dedicated to
preserving the Lankershim name and the family's
place in the Valley's history.

“They were just like family,” Maria Avila said. “'I
was only 16 when I married Francisco and moved to
the ranch. After we're gone, there won't be anybody
left who knows how things were then.”

Except for Jack Lankershim's adopted daughter
Jacqueline, who has no children and has lived in
Europe for more than 40 years, the last of the
Lankeérshims died in 1948, Maria Avila said Iszac
Lankershim'’s partner in developing his vast Valley
holdings was his son-in-iaw, Isaac Van Nuys, and
“the Van Nuyses are zll gone, 100.”

As caretakers of the Lankershim estate, the

“Avilas said they lived in one wing of what they call




28 bainting by Jack Lankershim shows

Los Angeles

cows near dirt road that is now Ventura Boulevard near Universal C
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ig house."” while members of

mkershim family lived in the

wing. Orchards of walnuts,
peached and other fruits

shed around them.

Avilay Wing of the house
-eserved lapd moved to (_ZanOa
.*k It now '8 the Chapel in the
'm' 9012 Topgpga Canyon
M:aria Avila said.

. heriied many of the
! coqple,marsonai possessions.
w8hIMS’ Pryrnyture once used
¢ wooden Juding a four-posi -
ranch, inqone chegt, treadie
d, cedar V4,4 huge desk, old

g machine)enis now deco.-
es and doggpe

: 3,

he A.vxlas 7 the Lankershim
iundial froihe couple’s back -
:stands I qumn from the

A Waley 3 shiny red and
I, repainteine circular drive-
. stands in the house. Maria
in front orat pairs of ace

\ has sevdmade 1n 1903 for
oons, hanwomen. carefully
-ankershimayv.

d and put ax

) to Museums
s Donisis:

ronged 1o Col
%C's son and
wioon display ai
s oan Lanker-
=orth Holly-
"he museum
¢ cle also gave
. the Vatley
um. Fran-
wor of the

A3 suCCess-
Hollywood
mnerchants
.ne name of
sosed changingra o 1njvep.
kershim Boule
Soulevard.

eastern edge of the family's vast
holdings in 1888. He later changed
the community’'s name from Toluca
to Lankershim. In 1927, the inter-
national lure of Hollywood inspired
lecal merchants to launch a cam-
paign to change the community's
name to North Hollywood. The old
town site of Toluca is now part of
Toluca Lake,

“They thought they would cash
in on the Hollywoeod image,” Avila
said. "They never really did."

Journsal Saved

Among other items saved by the
Avilas was a typed and bound
journal kept by Col. Lankershim
during a 1923 European journey.
The journal. entitled "Eurcpe Be-
fore the War, Volume 2.7 is illus-
trated with pictures taken by
Lankershim during the trip. His
writings detail shipboard life
among the wealthy and describe
places in.Europe the Lankershims
visited.

The journal also recalls the stock
market crash of that year and the
Athitude of Buropeans toward visit-
ing Americans,

“The Swiss innkeepers posted a
notice in their hotels that they
would charge 20% extra on al} bills
that were not paid in Swiss mon-
ey,” Lankershim wrote, "hut they
afterward rescinded this ridiculous
order and praclically any American
could board al the hotels as long as
they wanted without paying until
the end of their tnp; and soon the
hote! companies took any money or
checks that they gave them. [ had
plenty of money with me and paid
my lls regularly, being almost the
enty one that did.”

'The second volume of the journal
slartsin mid-sentence,
"I wish | could have saved the

firct Wald " Tlranmaican

The 15-foot-high monument sits
behind what was once actor Errol
Flynn's estate, atop a steep, almost
inaccessible incline between Mul-
holland Drive at the end of Nichols

Canyon Road. It was built b
Boy Scouts of America more
40 years ago Lo honor Lanker:
who had donated several acr

Please see AVILAS, Pa

Aviila  mmic |

R Ty P |
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land in the mountains for a camp-
site.

The Avilas helped convince the
Los Angeles Cultural Heritage
Board to declare the stone tower a
historical monument in 1977.

Francisco Avila said he at first
favored a recent proposal to move
the menument to Campo de Ca-
huenga, where it could be seen by
more people. However, ‘he gaid,
after contacting the former Jac-
queline Lankershim in Europe, he
now opposes the move.

-“She said, ‘Frank, don't let any-
one disturb Grandpapa’s monu-
ment,”” Avila said. “I will honor
her wishes. His ashes are scaitered
there in the mountains. In a sense,
itis his burial place.”. .

*Arrived in Tolueca in 1920

Francisco Avila first saw his
future employer's vast landheold-
ings in 1920 when he came to
Toluca in the eastern Valley from

Arizona with his parents. He was

12. At that age, he said, he quit
school and went to work doing odd
jobs for 20 cents an hour,

“The biggest thrill of my life was
to bring that first $10 I earned
home to my mother,” he said.

, Avila said there was very little in
Toluca in those days—*a hotel with
some stairs outside, a grocery store,
a feed store, not too much else.”

Avila said he later earned 35
cents an hour working in the peach
groves that were abundant in the
eastern Valley in the early part of
this century. When he was 16,
Avila said, he helped build the
McKinley Home for Boys in North
Hollywood. Later, he worked on
the construction of the Lakeside
Golf Course in Toluca Lake, earn-
ing 50 cents an hour.

‘He said he was told by a friend
that the Lankershims needed a
caretaker and went ta apply for the
jobh.

Asked 4 Questions

“I guess Jack Lankershim
thought I was somebody dependa-
ble,” Avila said. “He asked me only
four guestions: my age, where I
lived, where I came from and
where | had worked before. Then,
he hired me.”

“He said he weni to work for the
Lankershims on June 19, 1929. The

ioneers’

leritage Kept Alive

pay was 50 cents an hour for nine
hours of work, six days a week,
Avila said he received his check
every Monday in the mail,

When the Avilas married in
November, -1929, Avila said, Jack
Lankershim asked the newlyweds
to move to the ranch. His salary
was raised from 50 cents an hour to
$125 a month, Avila said, and he
was put in charge of running the
estate.

“T was given a free hand,” Avila
said. “The only thing Jack told me
when I bought anything for the
ranch was to make sure it was
made in California. They had re-

. spect for -working people. .They

treated us well. They were very,
very nice people.” :
When he left the Lankershims’

employ after more than 20 years,

Avila said, he received a $1,500
“separation allowance” and some
furnishings from the estate. He
worked for General Motors unti
his retirement 12 years ago.

The Avilas bought the half-acre

on which their present house
stands for $4,500 in the early 1950s.

Other V;)lunteer Wofk

Before they built their ranch-

style home on the site, Maria Avila
said, they used to go there to pick
oranges.

Besides preserving the Lanker-
shim name and becoming involved
in other historical causes, the
Avilas volunteer two days'a week
at the Spastic Children's Founda-
tion in Canoga Park. The founda-
tion has been the home of their
only child, a daughter, Esther, now
48, for the last three years.

“She stayed at home with us
until then,” Maria Avila said.

Francisco Avila said he had
several opportunities to buy par-
cels of the Lankershim estate as it
was being sold bit by bit over the
years, He said he bought a house
and some land in North Hollywood
in 1935 for $800. He put $200 down

‘on the property and made $25-a-

month payments on it.

The couple never lived in the
house but rented it until it was sold
for $15,000 in 19486,

“I passed up a chance te buy 20
acres at Lankershim and Sherman
Way for 3500 an acre in 1938,"
Avila sajd. “I've been kicking my-
self ever since.”

Hands of Francisco Avila
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