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Los Angeles City Council

Room 395, City Hall

200 North Spring Street

Los Angeles, California 90012

ATTENTION: Patrice Lattimore, Legislative Assistant

Planning and Land Use Management Committee

CASE NUMBER: CHC-2010-300-HCM

SPRECKELS BUILDING

322-324 WEST 7™ STREET

708-716 SOUTH HILL STREET

At the Cultural Heritage Commission meeting of April 15, 2010, the Commission moved to include the above
property in the list of Historic-Cultural Monument, subject to adoption by the City Council.

As required under the provisions of Section 22.171.10 of the Los Angeles Administrative Code, the Commission
has solicited opinions and information from the office of the Council District in which the site is located and from
any Department or Bureau of the city whose operations may be affected by the designation of such site as a
Historic-Cultural Monument. Such designation in and of itself has no fiscal impact. Future applications for permits
may cause minimal administrative costs.

The City Council, according to the guidelines set forth in Section 22.171 of the Los Angeles Administrative Code,
shall act on the proposed inclusion to the list within 90 days of the Council or Commission action, whichever first
occurs. By resolution, the Council may extend the period for good cause for an additional 15 days.

The Cultural Heritage Commission would appreciate your inclusion of the subject modification to the list of
Historic-Cultural Monuments upon adoption by the City Council.

The above Cultural Heritage Commission action was taken by the following vote:

Moved: Commissioner Barron
Seconded: Commissioner Dake

Ayes: Commissioners Louie and Scott
Absent: Commissioner Kennard

‘ A[x A /

Fely'C. Pirigol, Commission Executive Assistant
Cultural Heritage Commission

Vote: 4-0

Attachment: Staff Report with Findings

c. Councilmember Jose Huizar, Fourteenth Council District
714 S. Hill Street, Inc. (Attn: Moiez Benyamin)
Charles J. Fisher
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714 S. Hill Street, Inc.
Attn: Moiez Benyamin
730 South Hill Street
Los Angeles, CA 90014

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

CASE NUMBER: CHC-2010-300-HCM
SPRECKELS BUILDING
322-324 WEST 7" STREET

708-716 SOUTH HILL STREET

As you will note from the aftached copy of our communication o the Los Angeles City Council, the
Cuftural Heritage Commission has moved to include the above-referenced property in the list of Historic-
Cultural monuments, subject to adoption by the City Council.

In due course, our transmittal will be given a council file number and will be referred to the Council's
Planning and Land Use Management Committee for review and recommendation. If you are interested in
attending the Council Committee meeting, vou should cail Patrice Lattimore at (213) 978-1074 for
information as to the time and place of the Committee and City Council meetings regarding this matter.
Please give Ms. Lattimore at least one week from the date of this lefter to schedule this item on the
Committee Agenda before you call her.

Fély C. Pingol, Commission Executive Assistant
Cultural Heritage Commission

Attachment: CHC Declaration Letter fo Gouncil, Staff Report with Findings, and Additional Finding
C: Notification List

GIS
Charles J. Fisher
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Los Angeles Department of City Planning
RECOMMENDATION REPORT

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION CASE NO.: CHC-2010-300-HCM
ENV-2010-301-CE
HEARING DATE:  April 15, 2010 ~ Location; 322-324 West 7th Street
TIME: 10:00 AM 708-716 South Hill Street
PLACE: City Hall, Room 1010 Councif District: 14
200 N. Spring Strest Community Plan Area: Central City
Los Angeles, CA Area Planning Commission: Central
90012 Neighborhood Council: Downtown Los Angeles
Legal Description: Lot 1 of Tract 12304
PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the
SPRECKELS BUILDING
REQUEST: Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument
APPLICANT/ 714 S. Hill Street, Inc. (Attn: Moiez Benyamin)
OWNER: 730 South Hill Street
Los Angeles, CA 90014
OWNER’S Charles J. Fisher
REPRESENTATIVE: 140 S. Avenue 57

Highland Park, CA 90042

RECOMMENDATION That the Cultural Heritage Commission:

1. Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los Angeles Administrative Code
Chapter 9, Division 22, Articie 1, Section 22.171.7

2. Adopt the report findings.
S. GAIL GOLDBERG, AICP

Direzo\r of Planning | ’@) e

Ken Bernstein, AICP, Manager Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect
Office of Historic Resources Office of Historic Resources

Office of HIStOI’!G Resources

Attachments: December, 2009 Historic-Cultural Monument Application
ZIMAS Report
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FINDINGS

1. The building ‘embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type
specimen, inherenily valuable for a study of a period style or method of construction” as
an example of Beaux-Arts style commercial architecture.

2. The property reflects “the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State
or community” for its association with the development of downtown Los Angeles.

CRITERIA

The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose
individual genius influenced his age.

SUMMARY

Built in 1922 and located in the Downtown area, this seven-story commercial building exhibits
character-defining features of Beaux-Arts style architecture. The subject building is T-shaped in
plan with a primary five-bay fagade facing Hill Street and a secondary three-bay facade fronting
Seventh Street. Five columns of multi-paned rectangular windows comprise the Hill Street
elevation and three columns of double-paned square windows line the Seventh Sireet elevation.
The subject building has a concrete exterior finish. The Hill Street entrance has an opening
leading to an inset entryway with a double-glass and metal door. The ground floor level is
defined by various storefronts separated by double Corinthian style square pilasters. The
second level features casement windows with smaller wooden pilasters which serve as vertical
window separators. Plain round shields ornament the bands immediately above the double
pilasters which are topped with a row of dentils and a cornice. The third through sixth levels
feature casement and transom windows with unadorned bands separating each level. The sixth
floor features a ledge with dentils. The seventh floor repeats the double pilaster and banding
motif found at the second floor and is capped by a bracketed cornice. The Seventh Street
fagade features the same decorative and organizational system as the primary elevation, except
for a fire escape covering the center of the three columns of windows. Significant interior
spaces include a marble lobby, ornate elevator doors, and terrazzo at main eniry. Faded
painted signage remains on the south east side, spelling “Spreckels Building.”

The proposed Spreckels Building historic monument was designed by architect Samuel
Heiman. The subject building was constructed for the real estate firm of Dunn & Williams of
San Francsico, which sold the building in 1924 to real estate entrepreneurs John and Adolph
Spreckels, the source of the traditional name of the building. The subject building was later
acguired by Benjamin Harrison Swig in 1948, a hotel owner and phiianthropist.

The subject building appears significant as a well-preserved example of the Beaux-Arts style
and for its association with the commercial and financial development of Downtown.
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Later additions to the subject property include dropped ceilings in elevator lobbies and minor
tenant improvements.

CRITERIA

The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures
or sites in which the broad cuttural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community
is refiected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master buiider, designer or architect whose
individual genius influenced his age.

DISCUSSION

The Spreckels Building property successfully meets two of the specified Historic-Cultural
Monument criteria: 1) “embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type
specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style or method of construction,” and 2)
reflects “the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community.” As a
commercial building designed in the Beaux-Arts style and reflective of the development of
downtown Los Angeles, the property qualifies for designation as a Historic-Cultural Monument
based on these criteria.

BACKGROUND

At its meeting of February 18, 2010, the Cultural Heritage Commission voted to take the
application under consideration. On April 1, 2010, the Cultural Heritage Commission toured the
subject property. '

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (“CEQA”) REVIEW

State of California CEQA Guidelines, Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 “consists of acfions
taken by regulatory agencies, as authorized by state or local ordinance, to assure the
maintenance, resforation, enhancement, or protection of the environment where the regulatory
process involves procedures for protection of the environment.”

State of California CEQA Guidelines Article 19, Section 15331, Class 31 “consists of projects
limited to maintenance, repair, stabilization, rehabilitation, restoration, preservation,
conservation or reconstruction of historical resources in a manner consistent with the Secretary
of the Interior's Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for
Preserving, Rehabilitating, Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic buildings.”

The designation of the Spreckels Building as a Historic-Culfural Monument in accordance with
Chapter 9, Article 1, of The City of Los Angeles Administrative Code (“LAAC"} will ensure that
future construction activities involving the subject property are regulated in accordance with
Section 22.171.14 of the LAAC. The purpose of the designation is to prevent significant impacts
to a Historic-Cultural Monument through the application of the standards set forth in the LAAC.
Without the regulation imposed by way of the pending designation, the historic significance and
integrity of the subject property could be lost through incompatible alterations and new
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construction and the demolition of irreplaceable historic structures. The Secretary of the
Interior's Standards of Rehabilitation are expressly incorporated into the LAAC and provide
standards concerning the historically appropriate construction activities which will ensure the
continued preservation of the subject property.

The use of Categorical Exemption Class 8 in connection with the proposed designation is
consistent with the goals of maintaining, restoring, enhancing, and protecting the environment
through the imposition of regulations designed to prevent the degradation of Historic-Cultural
Monuments.

The use of Categorical Exemption Class 31 in connection with the proposed designation is
consistent with the goals relating to the preservation, rehabilitation, restoration and
reconstruction of Historic buildings in a manner consistent with the Secretary of the Interior’s
Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for Preserving Rehabilitating,
Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic Buildings.




Los Angeles Department of City Planning
RECOMMENDATION REPORT

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION CASE NO.: CHC-2010-300-HCM
ENV-2010-301-CE
HEARING DATE: February 18, 2010 Location: 322-324 West 7th Street
TIME: 10:00 AM 708-716 South Hill Street
PLACE: City Hall, Room 1010 Council District: 14
200 N. Spring Street Community Plan Area: Central City
Los Angeles, CA Area Planning Commission: Central

Neighborhood Council; Downtown Los Angeles
Legal Description: Lot 1 of Tract 12304

PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the
SPRECKELS BUILDING
REQUEST: Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument
APPLICANT/ 714 S. Hill Street, Inc. (Attn: Moiez Benyamin)
OWNER: 730 South Hill Street
Los Angeles, CA 90014
OWNER’S Charles J. Fisher
REPRESENTATIVE: 140 8. Avenue 57

Highland Park, CA 90042

RECOMMENDATION That the Cultural Heritage Commission:

1. Take the property under consideration as a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los
Angeles Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Articie 1, Section 22.171.10(c)4
because the application and accompanying photo documentation suggest the submittal
may warrant further investigation.

2. Adopt the report findings.

S. GAIL GOLDBERG, AICP

Director aj%amjfg_ - -
Ker Bernstein, AICP, Manager Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect
Office of Historic Resources Office of Historic Resources

3
77

ol 4 . o=
Eddar Garcia, Preservation Planner
QOffice of Historic Resources

Attachments: December, 2009 Historic-Cultural Monument Application
ZIMAS Report
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SUMMARY

Built in 1922 and located in the Downtown area, this seven-story commercial building exhibits
character-defining features of Beaux-Aris style architecture. The subject building is T-shaped in
plan with a primary five-bay facade facing Hill Street and a secondary three-bay fagade fronting
Seventh Street. Five columns of mulii-paned rectanguiar windows comprise the Hill Street
elevation and three columns of double-paned square windows line the Seventh Stireet elevation.
The subject building has a concrete exterior finish. The Hill Street entrance has an opening
leading to an inset entryway with a double-glass and metal door. The ground floor level is
defined by various storefronts separated by double Corinthian style square pilasters. The
second level features casement windows with smaller wooden pilasters which serve as vertical
window separators. Plain round shields ornament the bands immediately above the double

pilasters which are topped with a row of dentils and a cornice. The third through sixth levels -

feature casement and transom windows with unadorned bands separating each level. The sixth
floor features a ledge with dentils. The seventh fioor repeats the double pilaster and banding
motif found at the second floor and is capped by a bracketed cornice. The Seventh Street
facade features the same decorative and organizational system as the primary elevation, except
for a fire escape covering the center of the three columns of windows. Significant interior
spaces include a marble lobby, ornate eievator doors, and terrazzo at main eniry. Faded
painted signage remains on the south east side, spelling “Spreckeis Building.”

The proposed Spreckels Building historic monument was designed by architect Samuel
Heiman. The subject building was constructed for the real estate firm of Dunn & Williams of
San Francsico, which sold the building in 1924 to real estate entrepreneurs John and Adolph
Spreckels, the source of the traditional name of the building. The subject building was later
acquired by Benjamin Harrison Swig in 1948, a hotel owner and philanthropist.

The subject building appears significant as a well-preserved example of the Beaux-Arts style
and for its association with the commercial and financial development of Downtown.

Later additions to the subject property include dropped ceilings in elevator lobbies and minor
tenant improvements.

CRITERIA

The criterion is the Culiural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of
particular historic or cultural significance fo the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose
individual genius influenced his age.

FINDINGS

Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that
the application is complete and that the property is significant enough to warrant further
investigation as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument.




FusSTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT
APPLICATION

TYPE ORPRINT IN ALL CAPITALBLOCKLETTERS

IDENTIFICATION

1. NAME OF PROPOSED MONUMENT SPRECKELS BUILDING

2. STREET ADDRESS 714 S HILL STREET
CiTY L OS ANGELES ZIP CODE 20014 COUNCIH. DISTRICT 14
ASSESSOR'S PARCEL NO. 5144014043

3. COMPLETE LEGAL DESCRIPTION. TRACT_TRACT NO. 12304 AS PER MAPIN BOOK 259, PAGE 25 OF MAPS, IN

THE OFFICE OF THE COUNTY RECORDER OF | OS ANGELES COUNTY,

BLOCK N/A LoT(s) 1 ARB. NO. N/A
RANGE OF ADDRESSES 708714 S. HiLL STREET AND 322-324 W 77 STREET
4. PRESENT OWNER 714 S, HiLl, STREET, INC, ATTN: MOIEZ BENYAMIN
STREET ADDRESS 730S. HiLL STREET
CITY __LOS ANGELES STATE_CA 7IP CODE 90014-1747 PHONE (213)624-1335
OWNER IS!  PRIVATE X PUBLIC
5. PRESENT USE OFFICE/LQFT BUILDING _ORIGINAL USE OFFICE/LOFT BUILDING

DESCRIPTION

6. ARCHITECTURAL STYLE BEAUX ARTS

7. STATE PRESENT PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION OF THE SITE OR STRUCTURE (SEE OPTIONAL DESCRIPTION WORKSHEET)

{(SEE DESCRIPTION WORKSH EET)

HIETORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT
AFPLICATION




10.

i2.
13.

14,

15.

16,

Hi. /ORIC-CULTURAL MONUME.

APPLICATION
NAME OF PROPOSED MONUMENT SPRECKELS BUILDING
CONSTRUCTION DATE: FACTUAL 1922 ESTIMATED
ARCHITECT , DESIGNER, OR ENGINEER! SAMUEL HEIMAN
CONTRACTOR OR OTHER BUILDER: MACDOMNALD AND KAHN
DATES OF ENCLOSED PHOTOGRAPHS JUNE 2, 2009 & DECEMBER 2, 2009

CONDITION: {1 EXCELLENT GOOD [OFAIR DO DETERICRATEDR  [1NO LONGER IN EXISTENCE

ALTERATIONS. THERE HAVE BEEN NO MAJOR ALTERATIONS TO THE STRUCTURE, LOBBY HAS SOME MINOR CHANGES, BUT

1S MOSTLY INTACT. TENANT IMPROVEMENTS HAVE OCCURRED IN THE BUILDING SINCE |TS CONSTRUCTION. DROPPED

CEILINGS IN ELEVATOR LOBBIES. FIRST FLOOR STOREFRONTS HAVE BEEN REMODELED SEVERAL. TIMES,

THREATS TO SITE. NONE KNOWN [0 PRIVATE DEVELOPMENT O VANDALISM ] PUBLIC WORKS PROLJECT

IS THE STRUCTURE ON TS CRIGINAL SITE I MOVED 0O UNKNOWN

SIGNIFICANCE

17.

18.

BRIEFLY STATE MHISTORICAL AND/ OR ARCHITECTURAL IMPORTANCE,; INCLUDE DATES, EVENTS, AND PERSONS ASSOCIATEDR

WITH SITE (SEE OPTIONAL SIGNIFICANCE WORKSHEET) BUILT.IN 1922 FOR A SAN FRANCISCO PARTNERSHIF AND SOLD

TO JOHN D, SPRECKELS REAL ESTATE CONCERN TWO YEARS LATER, THE BUILDING WAS DESIGNED BY NOTED BAY AREA

ARCHITECT, SAMUEL HEIMAN, THE BUILDING IS IN A SUBDUED BEAUX ARTS STYLE. IT HAS VERY LITTLE ALTERATION.

RETAINING NOT ONLY ALMOST ALL OF TT'S EXTERIOR ELEMENTS, BUT IT'S INTERIOR AS WELL. THE ASSOCIATION WITH

JOHN D. SPRECKELS MAKES THE BUILDING A VISIELE REMINDER QF ONE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT EARLY CALIFORNIA

FAMILIES. SPRECKELS FATHER, CLAUS, BUILT A MAJOR SUGAR BUSINESS IN NORTHERN CALIFORNIA, AND HAWAlL JOHN

EXPANDED INTO REAL ESTATE AND RAILROADING, COMPLETING THE RAILROAD FROM SAN DIEGO TO YUMA, AFTER THE

SOUTHERN PACIFIC ABANDONED THE PROJECT FOLLOWING THE DEATH OF EDWARD HARRIMAN. EVENTUALLY SPRECKELS

BROQUGHT SOUTHERN PACIFIC BACK ON BOARD AND THE EINE WAS ULTIMATELY COMPLETED, THE SPRECKEL S BUILDING 1S

AN EXCELLENT EXAMPLE OF AN INTACT COMMERCIAL LOFT BUILDING FROM THE 1920S. IT ORIGINALLY HOUSED A

GROCERY STORE IN THE BASEMENT AND GOODWIN'S DEPARTMENT STORE. VARIOUS BUSINESS USED IT FOR BOTH EIGHT

MANUFACTURING AND RETAIL SALES. TODAY, MUCH OF THE UPPER FLOOR SPACE IS GARMENT MANUFACTURING.

SOURCES {(LIST BOOKS, DOCUMENTS, SURVEYS, PERSONAL INTERVIEWS WITH DATES) LOS ANGELES CITY BUILDING PERMITS PER

ATTACHED, LA COUNTY ASSESSORS RECORDS, RECORDED DEEDS, CENSUS RECORDS, LA CITY DIRECTORIES, VARIOUS

LCS ANGELES TIMES ARTHCLES,

DATE FORM PREPARED _DECEMBER 24, 2009  PREPARER'S NAME CHARLES J. FISHER
ORGANIZATION _ OWNER'S REPRESEMTATIVE . STREET ADDRESS 1405, AVENUE ST
CiTY _HIGHLAND PARK ___STATE _CA _ ZIP CODE 90042 PHONE {323) 256-3593

E-MAIL ADDRESS! ARROYOSECO@HOTMAIL.COM

BISTORIG-CULTURAL MONUMENT
APPLCATION




DESCRIPTION WORK SHEET

TYPE OR PRINT IN ALL CAPITAL BLOCK LETTERS

THE SPRECKELS BUILDING IS A & STORY,
MAME OF PROPOSED MONUMENT NUMBER OF STORIES
BEAUX ARTS . T-SHAPED PLAN OFFICE AND LOFT BUILDING
ARCHITECTURAL STYLE (SEE LINE 8 ABOVE) PLAN SHAPE (SEE CHART) STRUCTURE USE (RESIDENCE, ETC)
WITH A CONCRETE FINISH AND CONCRETE TRIM.
MATERIAL (WOOD SIDING, WOOD SHINGLES, BRICK, STUCCO, ETC MATERIAL (WOOD, METAL, ETE.)
TS FLAT ROOF IS __COVERED WITH ROLLED COMPOSITION . GLASS AND WOOD ,
ROOF SHAPE (SEE CHART)) MATERIAL (CLAY TILE, ASPHALT OR WOOD SHINGLES WINDOW MATERIAL
CASEMENT, FIXED PANE AND TRANSOM STYLE WINDOWS ARE PART OF THE DESIGN. 7
WINDGW TYPE [DOURLE HUMG {SLIDES UP & DOWNR), CASEMENT (OPENS OUT), HORIZONTAL SUIDING, EFC]
THE ENTRY FEATURES A SQUARE VESTIBULE THAT IS THE SAME HEIGHT AND WIDTH OF THE ENTRY
DOOR LOCATION {RECESSED, CERTERED, OFF-CENTER, CORNER, ETC.)
WITH A DOQUBLE GLASS AND METAL DOOR. ADDITIONAL CHARACTER DEFINING ELEMENTS

ENTRY DOOR STYLE {SEE CHART)

OF THE STRUCTURE ARE_CAST BLOCK CONCRETE ALONG FACADE, FIVE COLUMNS OF RECTANGULAR WINDOW BAYS

IRENTIFY ORIGINAL FEATURES SUCH AS PORCHES (SEE CHART); BALCONIES, NUMBER AND SHAPE OF DORMERS {SEE CHART)

ALONG HILL STREET FACADE AND THREE COL UMNS OF MORE SQUARE WINDOW BAYS ALONG 7™ STREET FACADE,

NUMBER AND L OCATICGN OF CHIMNEYS; SHUTTERS; SECONDARY FINISH MATERIALS, PARAFPETS. METAL TRIM, DECORATIVE TILE OR CAST STONE; ARCHES,

A FIRE ESCAPE COMES DOWN THE CENTER BAY ON THE 7™H STREET FACADE. AN ORNATE BRACKETED FAVE IS AL ONG

CRNAMENTAL WOODWORK, SYMMETRY OR ASYMMETRY, CORNICES: FRIEZES, TOWERS OR TURRETS, BAY WINDOWS, HALFTIMBERING, HORIZONTALITY,

THE PARAPET FACING THE STREETS, DOUBLE SQUARE PILASTERS SEPARATE THE WINDOWS ON THE 28t AND BTH

VERTICALITY, FORMALITY OR INFORMALITY, GARDEN WALLS, ETC.

FLOORS. SMAELLER WOODEN PILASTERS SERVE AS VERTICAL WINDOW SEPARATORS  PLAIN ROUND SHIELDS ARE ON

ADDITIONAL DEFINING ELEMENTS

THE BANDS AT THE 2MP AND SIXTH FLOOR LEVELS IMMEDIATELY ABOVE THE DOUBLE PILASTERS. BOTH OF THESE BANDS ARE

ADDITIONAL DEFINING ELEMENTS

TOPPED WITH A ROW OF DENTILS. A SMALL DECQORATIVE LEDGE SUPPORTS THE PILASTERS AT BOTH FLOORS WITH ADDITIONAL

ADDITIGNAL DEFINING ELEMENTS

DENTILS AT THE BASE QF THE SIXTH FLOOR LEDGE. THE FIRST F1L.OOR STOREFRONTS ON /T STREET HAVE A GREY MARBLE FACADE

ADDITIGNAL DEFINING ELEMENTS

MORE OPEN STOREFRONTS ON THE Hill STREET FACADE. BOTH STOREFRONT LEVELS ARE TOPPED WITH THE WINDOWS OF THE

ADDITIONAL DEFINING ELEMENTS

MEZZANINE WITH A SIGN AWNING ABOVE THE 7™ STREET ENTRIES AND VARIOUS SIGNAGE ON HILL STREET. THE REMAINDER CF THE

ADDITIONAL DEFINING ELEMENTS

BUILDING HAS A BRICK FACADE WITH INDUSTRIAL TRANSOM-STYLE WINDOWS. PAINTED SIGNAGESPELLING "SPRCKELS

BUILDING” AND OTHER ITEMS INCLUDING “GOODWIN'S” IS FOUND ON BRICK FACADES, MAIN ENTRY INCLUDE TERRAZZO NAME.

IDENTIFY GARAGE, GARGEN SHELTER, ETC.

SIGNIFICANT INTERIOR SPACES INCLUDE A MARBLE EOBBY WALLS, ORNATE FLEVATOR DOORS, STOREFRONT

ENTIFY ORIGINAL FEATURES SUCH AS WOOD PANELING, MOLDINGS AND TRIM, SPECIAL GLASS WINDOWS,

STYLE DOORWAYS TO THE OFFICES AND LOFTS THROUGHOUT UPPER FILOORS. BLACK AND WHITE CHECKERBOARD

ORMNATE CEILINGS. PLASTER MOLDINGS, LIGHT FIXTURES; PAINTED DECORATION; CERAMIC TILE, STAIR BALUSTRADES, BUILT-IN FURNITURE, ETC.

TiILE FLOORS ON MOST UPPER STORY HALLWAYS AND STAIRWELL S WITH MARBLE BASEBOARDS. TRANSOMS ON DOORS.

IDENTIFY MOTABLE MATURE TREES AND SHRUBS

HISTORIC-CULTURAEL MONUMENT APPLICATICN




CITY OF LOS ANGELES
SIGNIFICANCE WORK SHEET

TYPE OR HAND PRINT IN ALt CAPITAL BLOCK LETTERS

Complete One or Both of the Upper and Lower Portions of This Page

THE SPRECKELS BUILDING IS AN IMPORTANT EXAMPLE OF

NAME OF PROPOSED MONUMENT

BEAUX ARTS ARCHITECTURE

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE {SEE DNE 8)

AND MEETS THE CULTURAL HERITAGE ORDINANCE BECAUSE OF THE HIGH QUALITY OF ITS DESIGN AND THE RETENTION
OF ITS CRIGINAL FORM, DETANING AND INTEGRITY.

THE SPRECKELS BUN.DING WAS BUILT IN 1922

MNAME OF PROPOSED MONUMENT YEAR BUILT

JOHN D). SPRECKELS AND SAMUEL HElMAN WAS IMPORTANT TO THE

NAME OF FIRST OR OTHER SIGNIFICANT OWNER

20. DEVELOPMENT OF |L.OS ANGELES BECAUSE_JOHN SPRECKELS WAS THE SON AND HEIR OF THE SUGAR

BUSINESS FOUNDED BY HIS FATHER, KLAUS SPRECKELS, IN CALIFORNIA AND HAWAHN., HE EVENTUALLY MOVED

FROM SAN FRANCISCO TO SAN DIEGO, WHERE HE DIVERSIFIED HIS HOLDINGS THROUGH REAL ESTATE

DEVELOPMENT. By 1887, SPRECKELS HAD BUILT A WHARF IN SAN DIEGO AND BEGAN SUPPLYING CCAL TO

THE SANTA FE RAILROAD. AS HE BUILT ON THIS NE ENTERPRISE, HIS COMPANY BEGAN BUILDING IN THAT CITY

AND BECAME LARGELY RESPONSIBLE FOR _ITS TRANSFORMATION FROM A SMALL TOWN TO A MAJOR

METROPOLITAN CENTER. MOST OF SPRECKELS' CALIFORNIA REAL ESTATE VENTURES WERE IN THE SAN

DIEGO AND SAN FRANCISCO AREAS, IN_1888 HE ADVANCED THE MONEY FOR THE COMPLEFION OF THE

HOTEL DFEL, CORONADO AND SOON AFTERWARDS BUILT A MANSION IN THAT CITY, WHERE HE LIVED THE REST

OF HIS LIFE. ONE 1LARGE VENTURE WAS WITH THE SOUTHERN PACIFIC RAHROAD, WHERE HE JOINED WITH

SEVERAL PARTNERS TO CONSTRUCT THE SOUTHERN LINE FROM YUMA, ARIZONA TO SAN DIEGO. HOWEVER,

SOUTHERN PACIFIC PRESIDENT EDWARD H. HARRIMAN PASSED AWAY AND THE BOARD OF THAT CONCERN

WITHDREW ITS SUPPQRT. SPRECKELS CONTINUED THE CONSTRUCTION WITH HIS OWN FINANCES UNTIL A

NEW AGREEMENT WAS FORGED THE $.P°. SEVERAL YEARS LATER AND THE COMPLETED LINE WAS OPENED ONM

NOVEMBER 1. 19219, WHEN SPRECKELS PERSONALLY DROVE IN THE GOLDEN SPIKE TO OPEN THE LINE., HE

WAS ALSO A MAJOR SPONSOR COF THE 1914-15 PANAMA-CALIFORNIA EXPOSITION IN _BALBOA PARK,

HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT
APPLICATION



€CITY OF LOS ANGELES

SIGNIFICANCE WORK SHEET
CONTINUED

FINANCING CONSTRUCTION CF SEVERAL PAVILIONS, SOME OF WHICH ARE STILL IN USE. SPRECKELS FINALLY

INVESTED IN L0Os ANGELES REAL ESTATE IN 1924, PURCHASING THE SUBJECT BUILDING FROM THE FIRM OF

DUNN AND WILLIAMS OF SAN FRANCISCO, WHO ALSO BUILT THE SPRING STREET ARCADE BUILDING IN 1924,

THE BUILDING HAD BEEN DESIGNED BY BAY AREA ARCHITECT SAMUEL HEIMAN, WHO HAD DESIGNED MANY OF

THE NEW BUILDINGS IN SAN FRANCISCO TO DESIGN THE NEW 7™ AND HilLl STREET BUIEDING.. SINGE THE

FIRM DID NOT OWN THE CORNER PROPERTY, A "T"-SHAPED BUILDING WAS DESIGNED THAT HAD BOTH 77 AND

HiLl. STREET FACADES. SHORTLY AFTER THAT, THE SUN DRUG COMPANY LEASED THE CORNER [OT AND

BULT A 1 2-STORY BUILDING ON THAT LOT WHICH IS WRAFPPED ON TWO SIDES BY THE SPRECKELS BUILDING.

DURING CONSTRUCTION, THE GROUND FLOOR AND SEVERAL UPPER _FLOORS WERE LEASED TO AN 5.

GOODMAN, WHO OPENED A DEPARTMENT STORE. STORIES IN THE L OS ANGELES TIMES NOTED HOW THE /™

STREET ENTRANCE QPENED TO A "WONDROUS DISPLAY QF ARCADE WINDOWS” SUPPLYING THE ENTRANCE TO

A STATE OF THE ART DEPARTMENT STORE EXPERIENCE. THE BASEMENT OF THE BUILDING HOUSED THE

“ARCADE MARKET”, A FULL SERVICE GROCERY STORE. A PROMOTION UPON OPENING, THE MARKET GAVE ALL

CUSTOMER'S WHO BOUGHT AT LEAST ONE DOLLAR'S WORTH OF GOODS AN VOUCHER FOR AN 5"X7" PHOTCO

OF THEMSELVES WITH A PHOTO STUDIO ON THE 5™ FLOOR QF THE BUHDING.. THE UPSCALE STQRE FAILED,

HOWEVER, AND BY THE FOLLOWING YEAR ITS FIXTURES WERE UP FOR SALE. GOODWIN SUED THE OWNERS OF

THE BULDING, ESSENTIALLY ACCUSING . THEM OQF STEALING HIS STORE AND COSTING HIM OVER

$1.000,000.00. THE SUIT WAS SETTLED CUT OF COURT AND THE BUILDING WAS THEN SOLD TO JOHN D,

SPRECKELS _AND HIS BROTHER, ADOLPH B. SPRECKELS, WHC IMMEDIATELY HAD IT RENAMED FOR

THEMSELVES. FIVE MONTHS EATER, ADOLPH SPRECKELS DIED OF A STROKE AT HIS HOME IN SAN FRANCISCO,

JOHN D. SPREGKELS DIED TWO YEARS LATER. THE FAMILY RETAINED OWNERSHIP OF THE E.OS ANGELES

BUILDING UNTIL 1948, WHEN IT WAS SOLD TO BENJAMIN HARRISON SWIG, WHO IMMEDIATELY PUT IT IN A

TRUST. THE SALE WAS A PART OF A MAJOR REORGANIZATION QF THE .13 AND A.B. SPRECKELS COMPANY

THAT PARTNERED THE SPRECKELS FAMILY WITH THE BLAIR HOLDINGS CORPORATION. SWIG WAS A BOSTON

CAPITALIST WHO HAD MOVED TO 1 OS ANGELES IN_1943 AND BEGAN PURCHASING REAL ESTATE. IN 1945, HE

PURCHASED THE FAIRMONT HOTEL IN SAN FRANCISCO AND EVENTUALLY MADE ITS PENTHOUSE HIS HOME.

HE OWNED PROPERTIES, MOSTLY HOTELS, THROUGHOUT FHE UNITED STATES. HE ALSO WAS A

PHILANTHROPIST AND DONATED AND RAISED MILLIONS FOR VARIOUS CHARITIES. HE WAS EXTREMELY ACTIVE

IN THE LOS ANGELES JEWISH COMMUNITY, A CONSORTIUM _HEADED BY SWIG OQWNED THE MISSION INN_IN

HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT
APPLIGATION



RIVERSIDE FOR 10 YEARS, AS WELL, IN 1953, THE SPRECKELS BUILDING WAS DEEDED TO A PARTNERSHIP

OF HEADED BY SAYDE GENIS, A BEVERLY HILLS MATRON, IN 1264, THE BUILDING WAS ACOQUIRED BY DR,

MADELEINE FALLON, A PROFESSOR AT UCLA, SPECIALIZING IN THE STUDY OF THE CAUSE OF HEMOPHIL A,

SHE BROUGHT IN A PARTNER., FLOYD H. NORRIS, WHO EVENTUALLY, ALONG WITH HIS SON. FLOYD H. NORRIS I,

ESTABLISHED IT UNBER NORRIS BUILDING, INC. IN 2004 AND SOLD IT THE CURRENT OWNERS IN 2005. REMARKABLY, THE

BUILDING HAS HAD VERY LITTLE STRUCTURAL AND COSMETIC CHANGE OVER THE YEARS, RETAINING MUCH CF ITS ORIGINAL

DESIGN BOTH INTERNALEY AS WELL AS EXTERNALLY. WALKING THROUGH 1TS HALLWAY, ONE 1S TAXEN BACK TO THE

ORIGINAL DESIGN OF THE ARCHITECT. THE STRUCTURE RETAINS THE DESIGN OF ITS HALLS AND THE CONFIGURATIONS OF

ITS VARIOUS SPACES. AS SUCH. IT CONVEYS A TRUE FEELING OF TIME AND PLACE, |T ALSC STANDS AS THE ONLY TRUE

LOS ANGEILES MONUMENT TO THE SPRECKELS FAMILY THAT SO INFLUENCED DEVELOPMENT, POLITICS AND LIFE IN

CALIFORNIA FOR SO MANY YEARS, WHILE THE SPRECKELS INFLUENCE 1S MORE PROFOUND IN SAN FRANCISCO AND SAN

DIEGO, AS FAR AS THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT, [T 1S FELT THROUGHOUT THE STATES OF CALIFORNIA AND HAWAII THROUGH

THE MANY DIFFERENT ENTERPRISES THAT THE FAMILY ENTERED INTO AND RAN SUCCESSFULLY, FROM SUGAR TO REAL

ESTATE TO RAILROADING TO OIL, AS WELL AS PHILANTHROPIC ENDEAVORS THAT REMAIN TCDAY.

HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT
APPLICATION
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BAY CITY FIRM BUYS ON HILL.
Los Angeles Timoes (1886-Current File); Nov 19, 192
PmQu:ﬂ Historical Newspapers Los Angeles Times (1831 1986}

BAY CITY FIRM
" BUYS ON HILL.

Ssventh-Sereet  Corner is
Transferred by Letts,

Purchasers Will Construct
Building on Property.

WNearly Million Involved in
: Deal for Large Sire.*

One of the mest Important trans-
actitne In downtown reclty ¢f the
ysar Was anneunced yesterdsy in
the sals of ths Arthur Letts prop-
sty at the scutheast corner of
teoventh and EIIl streefs to the
Dunn-Williama  Compan» of Han
Franolsce, Ths purchass of thle
property Invblved a considstation
of nearly $1,000,000, and the bm-
provements contempla.ted by the
new ownsras will bring the tota]
investment up to neurly 32,000,000,
it Is atated, Tho property was "soid
to the new ownera for cash. A. C.
Blumenthal Company, San Fran-
cisao realty brokers, who opened
oftices hers ecveral months ago,
representad the purchasers in the

exl.
YWhils dednite plans for the im-
rovemiant to be made have not
en dacided upon, a clans A bujld.
ing of st least alx gtorles In helght
will be arected.

"Thiy is the aepond iranater made
by Mr, Latts to Ban Franclsco peo-
plp In Beventh-strest praoperty, tho
first heving been the ground lease
on tho presont aite of Loaw's Stato
Theater at Esveénth atreest and
Broadway.

J. A, Willlams of the firm of
Dunu~-Willlams  Company,
bestt In Lo Angeles for spveral
dayn conducting negatlations for
the Letts proparty on Hill street.
Mr, Williame expressem groat con-
Adence in the future of Los Ane
gelta and fa of the ppinion that
the Sesventh and Hill-strast loca-
tion will for many vearas ba the,
buaineas canter of the city.

Reproduced with penrission of the copyright owner. Further reproduclion prohibited withoul permission.




Hill Street Improvement Now Under Way )
Los Angeles Times (1886-Current File); May 28, 1922; ProQuest Historical Newspapers Los Angeles Times (1881 - 1986)
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Hill Streer Improvement Now Under Way

el
e Ar ape pneay Yomy
e
" ol et

Building for the Dunn-Williams Company,

Which Ia befng erected on property adioining the asutheast corner of Seventh and Fill sireetn
shown the Hill-mreet frontage,

Sketch

The bullding also will have a frominge of thirty-cight foet on Sev-

enth street. B, Helman Ie the archltect and Maedonald & ¥ahn are the contractors. ‘The structure
haa heen entirely jianed by A, C. Dlumenthal & Co.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibifed without permission.




LARGE SUM INVOLVED IN LEASE.
Los Angeles Times (18%6-1932); Apr2, 1922;
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LARGE SUM |
INVOLVED

IN LEASE.|

Depariment  Store  Will
Occupy New Building at|
Seventh and Hill. i

The consummation of a Jong-
term leaas on the new hullding
now being erccted tor the Dunn
Wiillams Compahy of San  Frazn-
Jdaco on the Blte  adjoining  the
spmwtheast cormr of Sevonth and
ITIH =irceis was annoupced yoAters
Jduy by A. G Blumenthal! & Co,,
agents for the property, The ren-
tal fnvolved fn the tmansaction, ac~
cording to the agents, i approsi-
matoly $£,000.000, B. Goodman.
whe has offices In the Hags Bulld~
ing, Is the lamsre, having obtalned
the property for & big department
atore,

Tho structurs, now under way,
wil! be six gtories and basrment, of
clnts A comstruyeflon  thivughout.
The new department store will be
known xs ithe Bon Muarche. A fegs
turs of the butlding will ba aon at-
.tractlve arcade, running to  the
malns bullding from Beventh etreet.
This arcade wil contaln moré than
1 609 teet of display windows,
| Ihe basemenl will be occupled
!by o public market, which wili have

a stairway eniranhce from the side-
jwalk from both the HII! and the
Soventh-strect frontages of  the
buflding. The basement will also
be served by fiva ¢lavatora, which
mre 10 be jnatalled In the depar-
tpont atore.
! It 1s eattrnnted that the new
rrycturs will cost abnut $740,000.
| The Dmnn Wililams Company pur-
enssed the property from Arthur
Letts gevernl months ago at o re-
ported conmideration_af _gpproxi-
mately $1,000,000 MocDonald &
Kahn hold the general contraet for
the constrictien work, and §.
Helman s the architoct, According
10 prestnt plane the structure witl
Ibe ready for oecupation sbout Og-
Itaber 1.

Reproducad with psrmission of the copyright owner. Furher reproduction prohibiled without permission.
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NEW STORE SITE
HIGHLY PRAISED

Best Corner in Metropolis,
Says 8. Goodman

Spacious Arcade Windows
- Pleasing

Strict Service Rules Made
) by Owner

BY OLIVE GRAY

“Having vislted every - city of
Lmportance the world aver” wead
8 Gotdman, head of the new
Gosdman Dopartment, Store, T do-
ciiteq that America fs the couniry
with the preatest futuret rhe Pa-
siflc Coast has the broadest busl-
neas seope; Log Apgsles  the city
whose outlook is hrightest and that
the corner of Seventh and Hull
streets |6 the best atere slte in this
wonderful metropolis. Iherefors,
to carey oul my jdeals of business,
ideais cherisbed.since my boyrhood
days in England, T have taken up
this slte and here I bope to put
in effect thosa ideals as to buninerss
integrlty, progress and breadth of
businesy acope.”

Thus spake Mr. Goodman, aa ke
stood yvesterday {n the grsut ro-
tundn of the new atore, welcoming
wores of Iriends, his features

alight with the enthuslasm of the
new enterprize.

WONDROTUS WINDOWS"

The first feature to strike the
vislior in the new eszablishment i3
the wondrous array of arcads wnin-
dows, Therprare 473 feet of win-
dow dlsplay space, principally in
arcades. A\ ‘veritgble promenacle.
with objects of beauty and {aterest
coniront onc on either side.

The central rotunda, alwo. Is b~
pressive. mving an air of generous
spaclousnons, open as 1t M4 1o the
accond floor, that apsca treken by
& gracioys meomanine grliery.
Handaome casex, mahogany
fromed, offset, the various sectjons,
apd evety modern convenfence in
Hghung, beating and service s
offered to patrons and 4o em=-
Ployees, Sox of the sevey floars of
the huge store were opened yes-
terday and aj] were thranged with
wipltors throughous the day Die-
partments represented are:

MANY DEPARTMENTS

AProns. arr zoods, beauty par-
lors. coreata, cioaks, drugs, dresses,
furniture, Zloves, boesierr, hand-
kerchiefs, hats, fewelry, lemther
goods, Ungemo, millipery, nock-
wear, optieal goeodx, photographs,
stationer, soda fountalns, sulw
(men's,) shoes, toilet goods, tors,
men's hatx, velllngs, washing ma-

*The thing we wish most to em«
phasize.” satd Mr. Goodmon, "is
garvice to our patroms. No Iranle
action will be considered by us aa
closed, upti] the purchaser 1» ab-
solutely satixfled. Aho, 1 wish
gvery depariment to set belfore -
self & standard eof perfection in
merchandiso cver Increaming in
quality.” Mr. Goodman baving
long been engaged lo the manu-
facture of clothing in Englend, un.
deratands quality and ha Intends o
exact this characterisiie 1o all his
merchandiae. .

Many opening-day apecials pre-
gentod bargains wlrose value was
st onee recoznfzed by a drscrimie
natlng public. The entire base-
ment of the new store will be

riven ovar 10 & flne market,

Reproduced wilty permission of the copyright owner, Furl
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You LIKE Meat
and It’s GOOD for You!

One of the kindest things Nature ever did
was to make s0 essential a food as meat 30
supremely delicious!

Dr. Woods Hutchmson, famous food expert,
is authority for the statement that “meat is
essential to health.”

And your own palate tells vou day after day

that a savory roast or a tender steak is the
most delectable food known.

Meat Council of Southern California

Seventh mzd Hzll~
in basement of

Goodmaim’s

~Deparitment Store.

5x8 Photo of Yourself
FREFE!

The Arcade Food Market, in the Basement of
Goodman’s Department Store, will issue an
order on the Photo Studio, 5th floor, entitling
customers making their first purchase of a
dollar or more from any booth in the Arcade
Market to a 5x8 photo of themselves absolutely
free.

This is done to induce your early acquaintance

with the most sanitary, centrally located
market in Los Angeles.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited withaut permission.
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IMMEDIATELY

All the new, high class wall and portable

formerly installed in the
Goodman Depariment Store

~—only used a few months
—practically good as new .
—tremendous sacrifice on

Lounters — show cases — wall cases —
glove cases—hosiery cases—cashier sta-
tions—merchandise recepiacles—

-—-Thesle fixtures will be sold in mighty
short order—no delays—-

Seventh and Hill Building
714 Hill Street

~—see gengral manuge} i
on the 6th floor—fone 5
Pico 6801 f

—get busy—act quichly. \

Reproduced with parmission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
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BURGLARIES
TOTAL FOUR;
SAFE TAKEN

Jewelry, Dresses and Furs
Included in Plunder Listed ;
‘as Night's Losses

Threa -mnjor hurglaries and one
yegg opsaration during the nlgnht
wers vepertad to police yesterday,

B, . Blegekk of 7114 Hillside
gvende informed police that pasae-
key hurglars had forced their way
inie hiz home by way of a rear :
decr and depopted with 53500 in 3
Jawealry, E !

Dresses valued' ot §2000 were
stolen fron one of the steges at i
the United Swudles, 6341 Melvnse !
avenue, Hollywond, during the i
night, Bettv Lennen Yeporied the |
loss of 3500 in furd to burglars |
grom her-home st 2134 1.2 Weat |
Jeflerson strast. ;

Safecrackers atols the esfe from i
a_stare owned by William Murcuy
at 1600 South Ollve stroct, cor-
ried the stropg box to a doserted
gpot at Ninth etrect and Bunta
Fe avenus and there foroced it
iopen, oblaining $150. The safe
{wns recoversd.

| STORE SUIT SETTLED

Govdoaan  Actlon 1s  Dispoced of
[ Out. of Court i
The $1.500,000 damage =nit,
Med: rome tma 2go by 8. Grod-
man against the Dubn-Whlams
Company of San Franeclaco, anda |
ynumber of locat flrms and ipdl- i
jviduala, has bDeen sottled out of i
rgourt, i was announced Mostar-
dax, when the sult was called for
trial bafore Judge Weyand, sitting
Jin extra -sesslop In the Superlor
€ourl,
" In  hla  compltintg, Goodman
charged thal whilo he was dhaent
in the East; the deféndants, g
'mafority of them his creditors,
took over the department riore
ho had cstablished of Sevanth and
HIU sireeta seversl Years ago, This
uction, Govdman contended. was
.froudulent, and cauked him to snf-
fer a loay of §£1.000,000. FHr zlsp
‘asked for $500.000 exewmplary
damages, It was slated in court
I'h,v attarneye  that a settiement of
the suit hiad been offected after
shveral months' négotiatlons.

JUDGMENT AFFTRMED

Bank Embczziement Caso Appeal |
Mado 1n Vain i

Judgmont raturned agairst Mup.
deck Kelly in Saperjor Court op o
charge of embexzling $5835 from
'the Long Beach branch of -the
Tacifie-Southwest Truast and Say- |
ings Bank was affirmed yestarday
by the- Second District Coury of
Appeal, Division Ona, - .
i Kelly and €. M. Talbott, a. refi-
t i the bank, were charged Joint-
S1F with ihe erime. In apbealing
‘the casd altornevs for Helly cited
numarous instinces of error assert-
fed to have been commuitied during
Ithe trial, but the Appellata Court
.overruled the ohfections on’' tha
grounds that they did not prajidice
thae juty against the defendant,

FIGHT ON AMUSEMENT
. PARK SET FOR TODAY

"The batile over the guestion af

jssing a permit for » $2.50n.00n

amusement park on Misalon Rond

opposite . Tincoln  Park  will e !
fouzht out in tha Clty Council this |
morning.  The Rodrd of Eduration

4 opposing the regoning of the !
property  s=o that the amusement |
park can Be built. on the ground |
it tha park wil] be neor the Lin- |
voln High School and Gatesstraat ' i
grammar school, and will dlatreect |
the attentinn of the puplla. Mavor

Cryar vetoed the ordinanse grant-

ing the permit, and 1he vetes of alx

Councilmen Ars required 1o adopt

the erdinanes over his veto.

R duced wih parmi of the ¢ ight owiier. Furlher reproduction prohibited without permission.
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ADOLPH B. SPRECKELS DIES

Nationally Known Sugar Magnate” Passes W, ?nle
Asleep in San Francisco Home

. {BT A P. NIGHT mnm
HAN TRANCISCO, June 27T.—Adolph B. Sprﬁcke]s. natienally

known sugar magnate and manufacturer, 4led at his horne here at

4:80°Am. today. It wai annosnced that ho had died In hta alaen,
bpresumiably from & cersbral affection.

Mr. Bpreckels wan o member of
a famows California family haaded
b¥ the lats Claus Spreckels., He
was the brother of John D. Bpreck-
sls, Ban Dlego and San Francisco
capitrlist; Rudolph Sprechkels,” San
Francisco bankar, end Claus
Bprecksls., Jr., New TYork sugar
mMmAgnats.

LEADER IN BUSINESS

Laading businesa Interssrs. of Mr.
Aprockels 'wore the preaidancy of
the YWestern Sugar Refinlng Com-
pany and m partnership intarest In
the Bpreckels Sugar Company, and
the J. D. and A. .B. Spreckels Se-
e;:ﬂtle- Campany, all of San Fran-
clace,

Apart trom his axtnnntn mgur
»olding® he owned a big stock farm
near Nape, whers he ratied thor-
pughbred : hotsss hat fgure o
mahy &A enlc race on American
tracks.

Nr. Spreckels. wan born In San
Frapnciseo on Japuars 5, 13557, In
1905, he marrisd Almz De Bratt-
¥ills, prominent 8San Franeclaco
beauty. . Mra, Spreckels ts now con-
structing heare a duplicats of the

B

pu\ac.e of the Leg‘ion of HoneT in

-France as & memorial 10 Ameriea’s

efforts In the World tar, It wii

be fillsd with historic treasures

from France and Amorica.
HAWAIN !STERESI‘S
T, Spreckels was as wall known
in the Hawallan Islands as he was
In San Francimeo throush hin ex.

tanalva sugar Intaresta thers., Ha
=ar alno ah ofcial of the Oceantc
Steamship Compnny, which opar-
aten the only lins under the Amerd-
can flag batween Austratla and tha
went connt of the Unilted Btates,

F with ission of e copyright owner. Funther reproduction profibhied without permission.
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|CAST RITES GIVEN
ADOLPH SPRECKELS

DMPFRESSIVE SERVICES Iomn
BAY CITY OFFICIAT, AND
- PHICANTHROPIST

! {ERCLESIVE DISPATCH)
| SAN FRANCIBCO, July 1.
{ Foneral versmontes for Adelph B.
Bpreckels, park cemmlssloner and
phllantwrdelst, who died Batur-
day mnight, were conducted this
morning at 8t. Luke's Epilscopn)
Churech.

Rev. W. W. Jenuninge, rector of
8t, Luke's, rend the funeral serv-
ice. ‘Tho Impressive church serv-
icey were followed by interment in
Cypress Lawn Cemetery, wliero the
| buriat servicea were atiended only
i by relutives and closest friends. Tha
+ haonorary pallbearers consisted of
i the following:

Grove P, Ayers, 1. W, Boue.
dette, Willlam  Cluyton, M. Burl
Cumnlngs, W, 8. Davls, George
A, Dougless, Henry F. Fortmapn,
Mortimer Flelshhacker, By . Gl
s, Charles A, Gibuon, Dr. John
Gallway, H. P. Howard, Edward
Hohfeld. W, H, Hanpan, D, F. 2,
Keck, John MeLaren, W, H. Mei-
son, J. W, Rell, NMayor Rolph,
Paul Shoup, Willinm Sproule, Caur,
Alexander Swanson, F. 8. Bumuels
and Ceorge Teurny.

DIFFERENTIAL SOUGHT
~ON LUMBER CARGOES

BOAT LSNES \WOULD ASKE NEW
RATES ON SMALLER LOTS
IN COAST TRAVWFIC

(EXCLUSIVE DISTATCH)

VANCOUVER (B, C.) July lL.—

Steamehip lines operating out of
thia port have decidaed {0 zsk tha
intercoastal Stenamrehip Conferenes
for a dlifarentis] on parcels of
tumber less thas 100,000 feet.
- Revently cosipanieg shipping
Iumber to New TYork have been
giving the boat ofliclala much worry -
about theas small parcels of lum-:
ber and the nuceaslty for Having
the bills of luding and other doc-
urents ospectally slgned on the
ahip for tha delivery of each in-
dividual order ax earmarked,

On bna boat jeitving here recent.
Iy with" 1,600,000 feet of lumber
thers were seventy-thres billa of
lnding, .

There ara diffcrentlals in siyles
af lumber golng to the Orient ond
the tradé has' decided to ko
similar additionzl charges for
amell material moving ihtercoast-

al,

Binecs frelghts heave been low
one company huaf made 2 practice
of shipping nearly nothing cles L
what i3 Kgown ln tha trade as
“wheelbarrow" pireeli

MRS. “BRICK” MULLER
DIVORCES TRACK, STAR

JR—
. {BY A. . NIGHT WIAE)

OARLAND, July I—>Mrs Ber-
niea 31, Muller was granted a dl-
vores In the Superlor Court here
today from Harold P. (Brilck) Myl
tor, moted nw » formor Univerally.
of Californisn football and track
star end a member of the Al
Awmertcan Football Tenmn. The di-
vorce wad uncontesied.
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San Diego Biograpfiies

John D. Spreckels (1853-1926)

John Diedrich Spreckels was born in Charleston, South
Carolina, August 16th, 1853. The family moved to New York
and then to San Francisco where he grew up. He studied at
Oakland College and then in Hanover, Germany, where he
stucdied chemistry and mechanical engineering in the
Polytechnic College until 1872. He returned to California and
began working for his father, Claus, Sr., who had grown
extremely wealthy in the sugar business. In 1876 he went to
the Hawaiian Islands, where he worked in his father's sugar




business. John D. Spreckels then established his own shipping enterprise in 1880 and
became very wealthy in his own right.

In October, 1887, he married Lillie Siebein in Hoboken, New Jersey, and together they
had four children. They first lived in Hawaii and then in San Francisco. In 1887,
Spreckels visited San Diego on his yacht Lurline to stock up on supplies. Impressed by
the real estate boom then taking place, he invested in construction of a wharf and coal
bunkers at the foot of Broadway (then cailed D Street). That boom ended soon but
Spreckels' interest in San Diego would last for the rest of his life.

He acquired control of the Coronado Beach Company, the Hotel Del Coronado and
Coronado Tent City; he bought the San Diego street railway system, changing it from
horse power to electricity, in 1892.

For a time, Spreckels was owner of the San Francisco Call, then a morning newspaper.
While still living in San Francisco he continued his investment in San Diego, buying the
San Diego Union newspaper in 1890 and the Tribune in 1901. He moved his family
permanently to San Diego immediately after the 1906 earthquake and moved into his new
mansion on Glorietta Blvd. in Coronado in 1908. That structure survives today as the
Glorietta Bay Inn.

In the next decades Spreckels became a millionaire many times over, and the wealthiest
man in San Diego. At various times he owned all of North Island, the San Diego-
Coronado Ferry System, Union-Tribune Publishing Co., San Diego Electric Railway, San
Diego & Arizona Railway, Belmont Park in Mission Beach. He built several downtown
buildings, including the Union Building in 1908, the Spreckels Theatre and office
building, which opened in 1913, the San Diego Hotel and the Golden West Hotel. He
employed thousands of people and at one time he paid 10% of all the property taxes in
San Diego County.

Spreckels was president of several companies, including the Oceanic Steamship
Company, operating a mail and passenger line to Hawaii and Australia, the Western
Sugar Refining Company, the Coronado Water Company, the San Diego and Coronado
Ferry Company, the San Diego and Coronado Transfer Company, the Pajaro Valley
Railroad Company and the San Diego and Arizona Railway Company.

"Transportation determines the flow of population,” said Spreckels, and throughout his
ownership of the streetcar system he extended it from downtown to new arcas where he
owned land, such as Mission Beach, Pacific Beach and Normal Heights. He invested
millions in the San Diego & Arizona Railroad, the "Impossible Railroad", which finally
opened a rail link to the east in 1919, after 13 years under construction.

Spreckels organized the Southern California Mountain Water Company, which built the
Morena and the Upper and Lower Otay dams, the Dulzura conduit and the necessary
pipeline to the city.




Spreckels contributed to the cultural life of the city by building the Spreckels Theatre, the
first modern commercial playhouse west of the Mississippi. He gave generously to the
fund to build the 1915 Panama-California Exposition and, together with his brother
Adolph B. Spreckels, donated the Spreckels Outdoor Organ Pavilion in Balboa Park to
the people of San Diego just before the opening of the Exposition. Spreckels paid the
salaries of a resident organ tuner and of the organist for many years, providing free daily
organ concerts.

Spreckels died in San Diego on June 7, 1926. His biographer, Austin Adams, called him
"one of America's few great Empire Builders who invested millions to turn a struggling,
bankrupt village into the beautiful and cosmopolitan city San Diego is today.”




JOHN D. SPRECKELS IS TAKEN

Los Angeles Times (1886-Current File); Jun 8, 1926;

Pro?uest Historical Newspapers Los Angeles Times (1881 - 1986)
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talist, But to San Diego he maant mu:h mere than thrat,-For ke
had been 'largely responsible for the growth of this city ffom
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w_fohn D. Spreckely
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TRIBUTE PAID SPRECKELS
Lo Angeles Tines (1885-Current File); Jon 30, 1926;
PruQur.s-l Histarical Newspapers Los Angeles Times (1581

1986)

“TRIBUTE PAID SPRECKELS

Business Suspends in San D

iego, Flags al Half Masi,

* While Last Riles Read for Financier

* BAN DIEGO, .Jl‘m'é. B, (Exclusive)}—Whitle flags hung st half mast and
b hed suspended activities, the funeral services for John D.
Bprackels wore, cnnduct:d today. na"snpm at hila home in Coronads. Inu-

mata. friends wnd employaea attendand at mvuatlon of the tnmlly. v

Dr. Roy | campbeli read ma tumral-i
begkers

u:nong the whn bsva‘bcnn :or tolr.

-ty yeara or moro and atil] are 10 sce "
tive sarvice of the Spreckels compa-
nies, included Jamen MacMullen, M,
J.« Pertin, Willlam Cloyton, H. Me.
Butt, 8. H. Holton, W. T. Lalrd, Rob-
ert ‘Irwin and D, B. Martin.

"For a period of two minutes si-
lent tributa to the departed was pald
by all employees of the Bnn Diege
Electrie ‘Rallway Company, the Ban
Diege und Coronado Ferry Company
ADa the Ban Dlego and Abizona Ralle
way at 2:15 p.an. when &l traMe aver
these Hnea was halted.

The funsral party was conveyed to
and from Cotohado aboard the ferry
Ramona, which waa banked .with
flowers, and funeral decorations, Fol-
lowing the services the body was cre-
mated, and the szhes will be aent to
San Francleco, to rest with those of
Mrs. Bpreckela and thsir son, John D,
Bprcckels Jr. .

Ag tha body was being . taken to P
the ferryboat, school children of ;
Coronndo ecattersd flowers In  the
path of the prosession.

Hecauss  fecilitles  nt the family
home at Coronado would not permit
a great numbsr  of citizans to pay
tributn to Bsn Diego’s builder and
philanthropist, Mayor Bacen lasued
a enll for memorlal eervices to be
held wrXt Bunday at 3 a'clock at
tho Sprrckels, organ pavillon in Bal-
boa Park.

Mr. Bprechols' son, Claus, has re-fl
celved hundreds of telegrams of con-
delenen and sympathy from all parts
of the-country, all paying high trib-
ute to his fathar's e of conatructive
work end the Unlon end Tribune,
newspapers . owned by the Spreckels
compantes,- have recalved many let-
ters from citizens in all"walks of life
expressing their yegret at the passing
of Mr. Spreckels, 1

TR
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SPRECKELS WILL FOLED
Las dngeles Times (1885-Current Filz); Jun 19, £926,
PmQu::st Histerical Newspapers Los Angeles Times (1331 - 1986}

SPRECKELS “WILL FILED'

Sugar Magnale Leaves Bulk of Estalg lo Fum:fu
" Many Gifts Bestowed - .

BAN DIEGO, Juns 18 [)—A peittion for the probation of the.wilf of
-he tate John D. Spreckels was filed with the County -Chiftk here this aﬂer-
won. There In bo valiation placed on the estate of the deceasad €apls
allst G cither the will of the petition.

After providing . for » pumber ol Grace HWamiiton. Lu) \vegeforth X

npacial boquests, the will bgquentl.m Whnlter H. Hannamy  and Alexander

Homliton Bs.executom of the estais,’

the entire estote-ln four shares 19 iy acrve without bond,. -
Mr, Spreckela’s children, Claus Bprec.

kels, Mrs. Grace Hamilton end Mrs,;

Lily Wegetorth, aund t0 tho [owr

childitn of his- lste. son, John DL

Spreckels, Jr.

Thoe principnl apecial bequest in
the wilt .gives 300,000 to Mercy Hos-
pital,. Ban Disgn.  Other specinl be-
quiests include 3100,000 1o Walter D.
. Gibson, of San Frahclisco; §320.000
erch to Senator Bhortridge, Willlam
H. Hannup, of Ssno Francisco, and
wililam Clayian, of San Dlego: 810.-
000 tach to Fred 5 Samuels, Charles
A, Gibson, Emily A. Olbscn, Adele
Consmiller aud Mmnnle Belben,- the,
two ‘Intter bieing slaters of the latex
Mre."J. D. Spreckels.

Bequests of 35000 ench wlao were-
imds to raveral employees of the|
Bpreckels household,

~The wiil names mum Bprec_tals.
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R R T T

ESTATE PUT AT 525,000,000
Los dngeles Times (1886~Currun1 .'-“.l.le) Jun 15, 1926,
PmQuesl Historical Ne\\spapcm Los Angeles Times (lsﬂl - 1986)

PB
STATD PUT AT
$25,000, 000

Spreckels: Tieldingy Value Estd-
wminted by State Inherlt- -
ance™ Gfclal )
John D, Spreckels Iett an-es-
tate esttimated st 325,000,000,
according to an announcemens
made by Zrwin P. Werner, Btate™:
Anherltancs tax nttornsy, | whe
.dectared he will leave for San
tngn today to make A pre-
umlnary lnvcutigutlun of. the
vn.rleﬁ praperty holdings. and
lnl.ereuta o’ tho !ute auga.r
mgnntar. o
. The mtatc in uld to conslat
ar Howalion- sugar  propertles,
-ataa.mahlp lnies, rallroad’ secur-
:tltes Snd; real. estats holdings |
i San :Dlego. 1as Angelcn and :
Ban! }‘ra.nclnco :
Acmrdmg Ao Mr, Werner, t.ho H
eal.lmated valus was givem i
Stato . l.uherl:ance -tax authors :
l’du by .Blm Dil‘gﬁ r.-ount,y tax
a.ppraluern n_ 4& 16" based anthe ;
xnown .hn.du:gu of the Inte
Jinancier stnce the transfer of
numercus properties to his son,
Mr. - ‘Wernoes, -adld - the calate !
value mey: exceed the present :
entlrnnw. . . i~

v
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Near MHlien Chanpes Hands in Two Deals
Los Angeles Times (1886-Chirrent File); Apr L 1943;

ProQGuesl Rislorical Newspapers Los Angeles Times (,l BR1-

Near Million
Changes Hands
in Two Deals -

Purchase of =2 majer Holiy-
_wrood bhusiness building and sale

o a 4800-acre vanch In Imperk
2 Valey for considerationas io-
faling around $900,000 came to
Dght in reporte duting the past
week, strikingly showing the in--
westment attraction of large|

Bouthland properties even In:
wartime, .

The one-story brick building
at 6324.32 Hollywood Blvd, on
a site 74 by 150 feet between
Vine St. and Ivar Ave., was
boitght for around $400,000 by a
San Francisto investor from the
Hollywood-Los Angeles Corp.,
comaposed of New York Inier-
ests. The buyer took title in the
name of Hollywood Property,
Ine.

“The huilding houses four
gtores occupied undey Jong-term
leases.

Both pariies In the purchase
deal were represented by
Charles . Austin, associated
with Jones-Howard, Inc.

_'The ranch property, near Call-
palria, was sold for approximate-
1y $300,000 to A, Weinberg of
the Coast Grain Co., Norwalk, by
Baliour-Guthrle Investment Co.,
and was one of the largest Impe-
rla] Valley land deals in several
years,

Speaker Chosen
Hugh Matier, public relations
representative of the Union 0il
Co., will speak on “Alaska—To-
morzow's Frontler,” at tomor-
row hight’s meeting of the
Southwest Branch of the Los
‘Angeles Realty Board.

1986)

BOSTONIAN
COMES WEST
TO INVEST

Another instance wherein
an East Copast resident
looked across the nation to
investment in Southern Cal- -
ifornla was disclosed in the
report Yesterday of purs
chase by Benjamin H. Swig
of Boston of a threestory
building at 6521-27 Paclfic
Blvd., Huntington Park, for
$225,000.

The structure has a 84
foot frontage on the boule.
vard’s west line and depth
of 130 feet. The ground
floor is occupied by a cloth- |
ing store- and the upper
storles by a hotel.

Thig deal and thtee others
reporied by Coldwell, Bank-
eg & Co. totaled about $273,
000,

A 20-unit apartment build-
ing at 1321 W. Fourth St,
Los Angeles, was hought by
Marjorie Letha King {rom
Arthur L. French for $28-
G00. A residence at 214 8. 5t.
Andrews Piace was sold to
Harvey Phillips by Grace
Roherts for ahout 58000 and
a dwelling at 137 N. Van
Ness Ave, was bought hy
Henry M. Rlchartz from
V. M. Wall for $12.000.

Reproduced wilh permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduclion prohibiled withoul permission.




Obituary 2 -- No Title

Los Angeles Times (1886-Current File); Nov 3, 1980,
ProQuest Historical Newspapers Los Angeles Times (1881 - 1986)

pe. B27

Philanthropist’s Last Hotel Was His Favorite

Hotel magnate and philanthropist
Benjamin H. Swig, 85, died after a
lengthy iliness Qct, 3} in San Fran-
cisco at hig famed Fairmont Hotel,

Chairman of the board for the

Fairmont, Swig purchased the Nob -

Hill hotel in 1945 and had lived in
the penthouse swite for the past 14
years. According to a hotel spokes-
man, the Fairmont was his favorite
property.

Swig at one time also owned San

Francisco's St. Francis and Bel-
levue hotels, a chain of Fairmonts in
Dallzs, Denver, Philadelphia and
New Crieans and the Mission Inn in
Rivergide,

Swig also was noled for his phi-
lanthropy. One of the Founders of
Boys Town in Italy, he was twice
knighted by the Pope for his
humanitarian efforts.

He also served on the board of re-
gents of the University of Santa

Clara and the board of trustees for
the American Jewish Committee.

Starting as a Boston bank clerk,
Swig branched into real estate. His
first dealings were in grocery and
chain variety stores,

In the Iate 1930s, he began pur-
chasing New York office buildings
including one Fifth Avenue proper-
ty. Eventuatly his interests turned
to hotels, and in his heyday, Swig
awned them nationwide.

—CATHLEEN WATEKINS

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Furiher reproduction prohibited without permission.
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Spreckels Building
Photographs

Spreckels Building, 322 W. 7" Street, May 29, 2009 (Photograph by Charles .J. Fisher)




Spreckels Building, 7% Street fce, 722-24 8. Hill eet, Juune , O(Phoograh yharle isher)

Spreckels Building, 714 S. Hill Street, June 2, 2009 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher)







%

Spreckels Building, casement windows, 714 5. Hill Street, June 2, 2609 (Photogrc;ph by Charles J. Fisher)

Spreckels Building, off street facade, 714 S. Hill Street, June 2, 2009 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher)




Spreckels Building, 714 S. Hill Street, June 2, 2009 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher)




Srecls Butldmg, main , 714 8. Hill tree June 2, 2009 toaph by Charles J. Fisher) '




Spreckels Building, transom glass above entry, 714 8. Hill Street, June 2, 2009 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher)

b . -
Spreckels Building tervazzo at main entry, 714 S. Hill Street, June 2, 2009 (Photograph by Charles .J. Fisher)




R . i : -
Spreckels Building, main lobby, 714 S Hill Street, June 2, 2009 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher)

Spreckels Building, marble walls in main fobby, 714 S. Hill Street, June , 2009 (Photograph b Charles J. F iher)




Spreckels Building, mail drop in lobby, 714 S. Hill Street, June 2, 2009 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher)

SrecIBmIi, door in main lob 714 8. Hill Street, June 2, Ohotogmph by Charles J. F. r.gjlher)i




Spreckels Building, lobby staircase, 714 8. Hill Street, June 2, 2009 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher)
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Spreckels Building, internal staircase, 714 S. Hill Street, December 2, 2009 (Photograph by Charles J. F iher)

Sprekels Building, inernal staircase, 714 S. Hill Street, December 2, 2009 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher)




Sprecls iIinupsrslevt Iob, 4 Hill Sret, December 2 2009 (Photogmh by Charles J. F isher)




SpreclsBuz‘ldig, usmis allway, 714 5. Hill Street, December , 2009 (Photograph by Charles J F isher)







Spreckels Building, 7" Street facade, 722-24 W, 7" Street, June 2, 2009 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher)
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Spreckels Building, Hill Street facade, 708-14 S. Hill Street, June 2, 2009 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher)
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