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June 20, 2011 

The Honorable Eric Garcetti 
President, Los Angeles City Council 
Councilmember, District 13 
City of Los Angeles 
200 North Spring Street, Room 470 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 

Dear Mr. Garcetti, 

We, the five signatories to this Jetter, were Trustees of the Southwest Museum prior 
to its merger with the Autry in 2003. 

We had served on the Southwest Museum Board for many years. Other members of 
the Autry Board can claim two generations of Board service at the Southwest. We all 
remain Trustees of the Autry National Center to this day. 

Why? Because we believe, u.nder the Autry's stewardship, the future of the 
Southwest Museum is more secure than it's ever been. 

The Southwest Museum is not about a building. The Southwest Museum is about 
one extraordinary collection ofNative American art and artifacts- a collection most 
of which the world has never seen. 

If, by the actions of a handful of neighborhood political activists, who have been 
agitating since long before the Merger, the Southwest Museum collection is forced to 
remain in Mt. Washington, as it was; then it will remain unseen. What a travesty. 

We would like to sci the record straight. It is us, not the "Southwest Coalition,"who 
are in the position to speak with truth and authority about the future of the Southwest 
Museum. Prior to the merger with the Autry, the Board and staff of the museum 
recognized that the age of the building, the location, the inaccessibility, and the 
unique scope of the collection all were working against keeping the Southwest 
Museum site open to the public as a viable museum. 

Certainly no one in the neighborhood came to our financial aid. No olle in the 
neighborhood donated money in any significant way (it is ironic that the activists are 
holding a "fundraiser" this weekend to support their political aims, but they never 
held a fundraiser to help us keep the museum open!) or 111ade any effort to help us to 
maintain a viable museum in Iv!t. Washington. Members of the Coalition were 
working against any plans we had for our future. As early as 1990, many years before 
the merger, members of the Coalition were already organized against any changes we 
might want to have made to rescue the crumbling and nearly bankrupt organization. 



Times have changed. The public's expectations of what constitutes a first rate 
museum have changed. That place we went. to on school tours to see 19th century 
style exhibitions does not hold appeal to 21" century donors and funders. As a Board, 
we considered seriously what it would take to re-open the Southwest Museum site to 
the public as a fully, functioning museum, and made the sensible, business decision 
that, for the future of our museum, our investment needed to be made in a location 
with the most chance of success. 

By merging with the Autry National Center, the Southwest Museum has a future. We 
have a professional staff to manage our museum in Griffith Park and care for the 
collection. We have the opportunity to conserve and exhibit the Collection to 
hundreds of thousands of visitors each year. Because of the merger, we can move 
this priceless, irreplaceable Collection out of a building that jeopardizes its future into 
a state of the art building designed specifically to house the Collection and make it 
accessible to the Native American community, researchers and scholars. 

We, the Trustees who stood by the Southwest Museum during its darkest days and 
who found an able and generous partner in the Autry and orchestrated the merger­
are frustrated and tired of being maligned. 

More importantly, we are frustrated with the Coalition's behavior- their intractable 
demands and their lies, making it difficult, if not impossible, for the Autry and the 
Southwest to succeed and thrive as an institution. 

It is they, not the Autry, who are destroying the Southwest Museum. No matter what 
we do, this group will never be satisfied. They are local activists who have to have 
an enemy in order to have a reason to exist as an organization. 

It's time to end this. 

Sincerely, 

Michael Heumann 
Nossaman, Guthner, Knox & Elliott LLLP 
Managing Partner 

Colleen Lee 
Civic Leader 

Thomas L. Lee 
The Newhall Land and Farming Co. 
CEO (retired) 

Robert Raney 
Covington Capital Management 
Chief Investment Officer 

Robert L. Weir 
Metro Video Systems, Inc. 
President and CEO 



cc: The Honorable Antonio Villaraigosa 
The Honorable Ed Reyes 
The Honorable Paul Krekorian 
The Honorable Dennis P. Zine 
The Honorable Tom LaBonge 
The Honorable Paul Koretz 
The Honorable Tony Cardenas 
The Honorable Richard Alarcon 
The Honorable Bernard Parks 
The Honorable Jan Perry 
The Honorable Herb Wesson 
The Honorable Bill Rosendahl 
The Honorable Greig Smith 
The Honorable Jose Huizar 
'The Honorable Janice Halm 

Mr. Edward Casey, Alston & Bird LLP 

Mr. Federico Jimenez 
Mrs. Caryl! "Tally" Mings! 



Richard Williams <richard.williams@lacity.org> 

Autry National Center 
Gloria Mejia <gmejia@theautry.org> Mon, Jun 20, 2011 at 2:52PM 
To: "council member. garcetti@lacity. org" <councilmember.garcetti@lacity. org> 
Cc: "Eric. Villanueva@lacity. org" <Eric. Villanueva@lacity. org>, "Richard. Williams@lacity. org" 
<Richard. Williams@lacity .org>, "'Casey, Ed' (Ed.Casey@alston.com)" <Ed. Casey@alston.com>, 
"federicojimenez@aol.com" <federicojimenez@aol.com>, "tmingst@aol.com" <tmingst@aol.com>, "Heumann, 
Michael (mheumann@nossaman.com)" <mheumann@nossaman.com>, "Tom Lee (tllee@pacbell.net)" 
<tllee@pacbell. net>, "Bob Raney (B.Raney@colo{;apmgt.com)" <B. Raney@colo{;apmgt.com>, 
"Bob@metrovideosystems.com" <Bob@metrovideosystems.com>, The Honorable Jan Perry 
<councilmember.perry@lacity.org>, The Honorable Richard Alarcon <councilmember.alarcon@lacity.org>, The 
Honorable Bernard Parks <councilmember.parks@lacity.org>, The Honorable Bill Rosendahl 
<councilman.rosendahl@lacity.org>, "The Honorable Dennis P. Zine" <councilmember.zine@lacity.org>, The 
Honorable Ed Reyes <councilmember.reyes@lacity.org>, The Honorable Greig Smith 
<councilmember.smith@lacity.org>, The Honorable Herb Wesson <councilmember.wesson@lacity.org>, The 
Honorable Janice Hahn <councilmember.hahn@lacity.org>, The Honorable Jose Huizar 
<councilmember.huizar@lacity.org>, The Honorable Paul Koretz <paul.koretz@lacity.org>, The Honorable Paul 
Krekorian <councilmember.krekorian@lacity.org>, The Honorable Tom LaBonge 
<councilmember.Labonge@lacity.org>, The Honorable Tony Cardenas <councilmember.cardenas@lacity .org> 

The attached letter is being sent to you on behalf of Daniel Finley, President and CEO of the Autry National 
Center. 

Gloria Mejia 

Executive Assistant to the President & CEO 

Autry National Center of the American West 

4700 Western Heritage Way 

Los Angeles, CA 90027 

gmejia@theautry .org 

323.667.2000 x314 

This e-mail and any attachments may contain confidential material and are solely for the use of the intended 
recipient(s).lfyou have received this e-mail in error, please notify the sender immediately and delete this e-mail. If 
you are not the intended recipient(s), you must not use, retain, or disclose any information contained in this e-mail. 
Any views or opinions are solely those of the sender and do not necessarily represent those of the Autry National 
Center. The Autry Natio.nal Center does not guarantee that this e-mail and any attachments are free from viruses or 
100%secure. Unless expressly stated in the body of the text of the e-mail, this e-mail is not intended to form a binding 
contract. 
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