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- COMMUNITY IMPACT STATEMENT - 
 

 
Council File: 11-1015  
 
Title: Photo Red Light (PRL) Program/ SB 720 and Automated Red-Light Enforcement 
 
Position: Neutral 
 
Summary: 
 
The North Westwood Neighborhood Council asks the City of Los Angeles to move 
quickly to implement a new automated red-light enforcement program under the 
authority granted by SB 720 (Ashby), which will take effect January 1, 2026. 

Red-light running remains one of the main causes of severe and fatal crashes in Los 
Angeles and across the state. In 2023, California saw 195 fatalities and 1,209 severe 
injuries due to red light violations– a figure that has doubled since 2013.  

Automated enforcement programs in other cities have reduced fatal intersection 
crashes by over 20%. SB 720 establishes a fair and transparent statewide framework 
that allows cities to issue civil penalties (rather than criminal penalties), prohibits 
per-citation vendor payments and other financial incentives for enforcement, and 
requires strong privacy protections with community engagement before deployment. 

There are two key components to equitable traffic enforcement that changes 
dangerous behavior: High rates of enforcement with low fines. By capping fines at 
$100 inclusive of administrative fees and improving enforceability by removing the 
need to photograph driver’s faces, SB 720 provides a sustainable, equitable, and 
evidence-based path to reduce red-light violations and increase safety at intersections 
with an opportunity for synergistic infrastructure with the City’s speed safety system 
implementation. 

Implementing this program will save lives, reduce injuries, and support the City’s 
Vision Zero goals. Automated enforcement also reduces reliance on in-person traffic 
stops, addressing equity concerns around traditional enforcement. Without the need 
to photograph faces, most privacy concerns are addressed. Additionally, revenue from 
citations must be transparently reinvested in local street-safety improvements such as 
signal upgrades, pedestrian refuges, and protected bike infrastructure– crucial 
investments during a time of budget hardship for the City.  

 
 



 
 

We urge the City Council to move swiftly to establish an implementation task force, 
select high-injury intersections for pilot installation based on data, and begin 
outreach. With clear signage, a warning period, and equitable fine structures, Los 
Angeles can build a model enforcement program that prioritizes safety, fairness, and 
accountability. 

 

 


