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Date;

City of Los Angeles Department of General Services CERTIFIED MAIL

Asset Management Division RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED
111 E. First Sireet, Room 201

l.os Angeles, CA 90012

Attn.; Reginald Jones-Sawyer, Director

CASE NUMBER: CHC-2011-911-HCM
RICHARD HENRY DANA BRANCH LIBRARY
3320 PEPPER STREET

As you will note from the attached copy of our communication to the Los Angeles City Council, the
Cultural Heritage Commission has moved to include the above-referenced property in the list of Historic-
Cultural monuments, subject to adoption by the City Council.

In due course, our transmittal will be given a council file number and will be referred to the Council's
Planning and Land Use Management Committee for review and recommendation. If you are interested in
attending the Council Commitiee meeting, you should call Michael Espinosa at {213) 978-1074 for
information as to the time and place of the Commiitee and City Council meetings regarding this matter.
Please give Mr. Espinosa at least one week from the date of this letter to schedule this item on the
Committee Agenda hefore you call her.

The above Cultural Heritage Commission action was taken by the following vote:

Moved: Commissioner Barron

Seconded: Commissioner Kennard

Ayes: Commissioner Hamacher

Absent: Commissioners Louie and Scott

Vote: 3-0

jrvfmazv(
Fely C. Pingtl, Commission Executive Assistant
Cuitural Heritage Commission '

Altachment: Application

c Councilmember Ed Reyes, First Council District
Highland Park Heritage Trust
GIS



Los Angeles Department of City Planning

iTE

RECOMMENDATION REPORT

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION

HEARING DATE: June 16, 2011

TIME: 10:00 AM

PLACE: City Hall, Room 1010
200 N. Spring Street
Los Angeles, CA
00012

CASE NO.: CHC-2011-911-HCHM
ENV-2011-912-CE

|ocation: 3320 Pepper Street

Council District: 1

Cemmunity Plan Area: Northeast Los Angeles
Area Planning Commission: East Los Angeles

* Neighborhood Council: Greater Cypress Park

Legal Description: Lot A of Tract 9719

Historic-Cultural Monurnent Application for the

RICHARD HENRY DANA BRANCH LIBRARY

City of Los Angeles Department of General Services:

Declare the property a Historic-Cuttural Monument

5

PROJECT:
REQUEST:
CWNER:
Asset Management Division
111 E. First Street, Room 201
Los Angeles, CA 90012
Attn: Reginald Jones-Sawyer, Director
APPLICANT: Highland Park Heritage Trust
140 5. Avenue 57
Los Angeles, CA 90042
RECOMMENDATION

That the Cultural Heritage Commission:

1. Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los Angeles Administrative Code
Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Seclion 22.171.7

2. Adopt the report findings.

MICHAEL J. LOGRANDE
Director of Planning

flef— T
Ken Beﬁistein, AICP, Manager
Office of Mistoric Resources

/S

A
Edg4r Garcia, Presérvation Planner
Office of Historic Resources

Attachmenis:

Historic-Cuitural Monument Application
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FINDINGS
1. The building “embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type
specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style or method of construction” as

an example of Georgian Revival style architecture.

2. The property reflects “the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State
or community” for its association with the development of Cypress Park.

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT ("CEQA™) FINDINGS

The Commission hereby recommends that Council find the proposed designation of the Richard
Henry Dana Library as a Historic-Cultural Monument {o be exempt from further analysis under
the California Environmental Quality Act pursuant fo Title 14 of the California Code of
Regulations, Sections 15308 (Class 8) and 15331 (Class 31).

CRITERIA

The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or secial history of the nation, State or community
is reflected or exemplified, or which are ideniified with historic personages or with important
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose
individual genius influenced his age.

SUMMARY

Built in 1926, this one-story building exhibits character-defining features of Georgian Revival
style architecture. The cross-gabled building is L-shaped with an off-centered entrance. The
roof is covered in composition singles and wide shiplap siding. Windows are wood-framed
multi-light casement windows, double-hung, and fixed oval shaped. Three circular concrete
steps lead up to the main entry which feafures a shallow arched porch supported by square
pilasters surrounding a multi-paned wooden double door. An arched transom window is above
the main entry with a hanging gas-style lighting fixture. The main fagade also features two fixed
round windows symmetrically framing the entryway door. The elevation facing Romulo Street
has a two-window dormer above a slot vent in the center of the section with a decorative light at
the apex. A brick chimney is at the rear of the main gable also framed on the fagade by two
round fixed windows. The secondary elevation facing Pepper Street has three double casement
muiti-ight windows and a secondary porch entry supported by two sets of square columns, Two
square pilasters at its rear flank a rear entry. The gable end in this section is a venied dormer
over a hipped rood across the facade. Significant interior spaces include a main reading room
with boxed wooden wainscoting, hardwood and tite floors, shallow inserts in ceilings, light
fixiures, paneled doubled doors flanked by fluted square celumns, and buili-in wooden
bookcases.

The proposed Richard Henry Dana Library historic monument was builf in 1926 by the firm of
Henry Sims Bent as part of a twelve branch expansion of the Los Angeles Library Systemn and
built to to serve the community of Cyprass Park. 1t was given the name of Richard Henry Dana



Richard Henry Dana Branch Library
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as a part of an effort to have the public submit name ideas after famous literary icons and
pioneers related to California. The subject building is noted for its small size and frame
construction. .In 1958 there was a threat the branch would close due fo low circulation:
however, the community rallied to keep the branch open by submitting a pelition with over a
thousand signatures. i was renamed Cypress Park Branch in 1969 as a part of a movement on
the part of the Library Department to name branches after their communities.

The subject building was listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1987.

Alterations to the subject building include carpeting over the hardwood floars, security bars, and
some window replacement.

DISCUSSION

The Richard Henry Dana Library property successiully meets two of the specified Historic-
Cuttural Monument criteria: 1) “embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural
type specimen, inherently vaiuable for a study of a period style or method of construstion” and
2) reflects “the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community.” As
a public library designed in the Georgian Revival style and reflective of the development of the
Cypress Park community, the property qualifies for designation as a Hls’coﬂc-Cultura! Monument
based on these criteria.

BACKGROUND

Al its meeting of April 21, 2011, the Cultural Heritage Commission voted to take the application
under consideration. On May 26, 2011, the Cultural Heritage Commission foured the subject

properiy.
CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (“CEQA™] REVIEW

State of California CEQA Guidelines, Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 “consists of actions
taken by regulatory agencies, as authorized by state or local ordinance, to assure the
mainienance, resforation, enhancement, or protection of the environment where the regulatory
process involves procedures for protection of the environment.”

State of California CEQA Guidelines Article 19, Section 15331, Class 31 “consists of projects
limited to -maintenance, repair, stabilization, rehabilitalion, restoration, preservation,
conservation or reconstruction of historical resources in a manner consistent with the Secretary
of the Inferior's Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for
Preserving, Rehabilitating, Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic buifdings.”

The designation of the Richard Henry Dana Library property as a Historic-Cultural Monument in
accordance with Chapter 9, Ardicle 1, of The City of Los Angeles Administrative Code ("LAAC™)
will ensure that future construction activities involving the subject property are regulated in
accordance with Section 22.171.14 of the LAAC. The purpose of the designation is to prevent
significant impacis to a Historic-Cultural Monument through the application of the standards sst
forth in the LAAC. Without the regulation imposed by way of the pending designation, the
historic significance and integrity of the subject property could be lost through incompatible
alterations and new construction and the demolition of ireplaceable historic structures. The
Secretary of the Interior's Standards of Rehabilitation are expressly incorporated into the LAAC
and provide standards concerning the histaorically appropriate construction activities which will
ensure the continued preservation of the subject property.



Richard Henry Dana Branch. _ibrary
CHC-2011-811-HCM
Page 4 of 4

The use of Categorical Exemption Class 8 in connection with the proposed designation is
cansistent with the goals of maintaining, restoring, enhancing, and profecting the environment
through the imposition of regulations designed to prevent the degradation of Historic-Cultural
Monuments.

The use of Categorical Exemption Class 31 in connection with the proposed designation is
consistent with the goals relating to the preservation, rehabilitation, restoration and
reconstruction of Historic buildings in a manner consistent with the Secretary of the Interior’s
Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for Preserving Rehabilitating,
Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic Buildings.



Los Angeles Department of City Planning
RECOMMENDATION REPORT

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION CASE NO.: CHC-2011-311-HCM
ENV-2011-912-CE
HEARING DATE:  April 21, 2011 Location: 3320 Pepper Street
TIME: 10:00 AM Council District: 1
PLACE: City Hall, Room 1010 Community Plan Area: Northeast Los Angeles
200 N. Spring Street Area Planning Commission: East Los Angeles
[os Angeles, CA Neighborhood Council: Greater Cypress Park
20012 L egal Description: Lot A of Tract 8719
PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the
' RICHARD HENRY DANA BRANCH LIBRARY
REQUEST: Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument
OWNER: City of Los Angeles Department of Generai Serwces

Asset Management Division
111 E. First Street, Room 201

Los Angeles, CA 80012

Atin: Reginald Jones-Sawyer, Director

APPLICANT: - Highland Park Heritage Trust
- 140 S. Avenue 57
Los Angeles, CA 90042

RECOMMENDATION That the Cultural Herifage Commission:

1. Take the property under consideration as a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los
Angeles Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.10
because the application and accompanying photd documentation suggest the submittal
warranis further investigation.

2. Adopt the report findings.

MICHAEL J. LOGRANDE
tor of Planning

Dartrert Nf?‘@iessinger, Preservation Architect
Office of Historic Resources

P }/gred byzgw' -~
el »
Edgar Garsia, Praservation Plahger

Office of Historic Resources

Altachments: Historic-Culiural Monument Application
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SUMMARY

Built in 1926, this one-story building exhibits character-defining features of Georgian Revival
style architecture. The cross-gabled building is L-shaped with an off-centered entrance. The
roof is covered in composition singles and wide shiplap siding. Windows are wood-framed
multi-light casement windows, double-hung, and fixed oval shaped. Three circular concrete
steps lead up to the main entry which features a shallow arched porch supported by square
pilasters surrounding a multi-paned wooden double door. An arched transom window is above
the main entry with a hanging gas-style lighting fixiure. The main fagade also features two fixed
round windows symmetrically framing the entryway door. The elevation facing Romulo Street
has a two-window dormer above a slot vent in the cenier of the section with a decorative light at
the apex. A brick chimney is at the rear of the main gable also framed on the fagade by two
round fixed windows. The secondary elevation facing Pepper Sireetf has three double casement
medti-light windows and a secondary porch entry supported by two seis of square columns. Two
square pilasters at its rear flank a rear entry. The gable end in this section is a vented dormer
over a hipped rood across the facade. Significant inferior spaces a main reading room with
boxed wooden wainscoting, hardwood and tile floors, shallow insers in ceilings, light fixtures,
paneled doubled doors flanked by fluted square columns, built-in wooden bookcases.

The proposed Richard Henry Dana Library historic monument was built in 1926 by the firm of
Henry Sims Bent as part of a twelve branch expansion of the Los Angeles Library System.

The subject building was built as part of a twelve branch expansion of the Los Angeles branch
library systern designed to serve the community of Cypress Park. It was given the name of
Richard Henry Dana as a part of an effort to have the public submit name ideas after famous
literary icons and pioneers related {o California. The subject building is noted for its small size
and frame construction. in 1958 there was a threat the branch would close due to low
circulation; however, the community rallied a petition with over a thousand signatures to keep
the branch open. It was renamed Cypress Park Branch in 1969 as a part of a movemernt on the
part of the Library Department to name branches after their communities.

The subject building was listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1987.

Alterations to the subject building include carpeting over the hardwood floors, security bars, and
some window replacement.

CRITERIA

The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structire of
particular historic or culfural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important
events in the main currenis of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or archrtect whose
individual genius mﬂuenced his age.

FINDINGS
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Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that
the application is complete and that the property may be significant enough o warrant further
investigation as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument.



FuSTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT
APPLICATION

TYPE ORPRINTIN ALL. CAPITAL BLOCKLETTERS

IDENTIFICATION

1. NAME OF PROPOSED MONUMENT FRICHARD HENRY DANA BRANCH LIBRARY

2. STREET ADDRESS 3320 PEPPER STREET
CITY CYPRESS PARK ZIF CODE 900865 COUNCIL. DISTRICT )]
ASSESSOR’'S PARGEL NO. 5453-01 6300

3. COMPLETE LEGAL DESCRIPTION. TRACT TRACT NO, 9719, RICHARD HENRY DANA BRANCH LIBRARY, AS PER MAP

INBOOK 137, PAGE 48 OF MAPS, FILED, IN THE OFFICE OF THE COUNTY RECORDER OF LOS ANGELES COUNTY.

BiLock N/A LoT(s) LoT 1 ARB. NO. N/A

RANGE OF ADDRESSES 3320-3326 PEPPER AVENLIE AND 682-690 RAMULO STREET

4. PRESENT OWHNER___CITY OF [.0S ANGELES DEPARTMENT OF GENERAL SERVICESASSET MANAGEMENT DIVISION

STREET ADDRESS __1 11 E. FIRST STREET. ROOM 201 ATTN: REGINALD JONES-SAWYER, SR.. DIRECTOR

cry _Los ANGELES STATE_CA 7IP CODE 20012 PHOMNE L (213) 9228501

OWNER IS; PRIVATE, PUBLIC X

B. PRESENT USE _VACANT (FUTURE SENIOR CITIZEN CENTER) _ORIGINAL USE __ LA CITY BRANCH PUBLIC L IBRARY

DESCRIFTIOMN

6. ARCHITECTURAL STYLE GEQORGIAN REVIVAL,

7. STATE PRESENT PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION OF THE SITE OR STRUCTURE (g8 GPTIONAL DESCRIFTION WORKSHEET)

(SEE DESCRIFTION WORKSHEET)

HISTORIGCULTURAL MOMUMENT
APFLICATION



HisTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT
APPLICATION

NAME OF PROPOSED MONUMENT RICHARD HENRY DANA BRANCH LIBRARY

10.
T1.
12.
13,
14.

15,

16.
17.

18.

CONSTRUCTION DATE. FACTUAL 1927 ESTIMATED

ARCHITECT , DESIGNER, OR ENGINEER! HARRY SIMS BENT
CONTRACTOR OR OTHER BUILDER: MORTHLAND CONSTRUCTION COMPANY
DATES OF ENCILOSEDR PHOTOGRAPHS APRIL 7, 2009

CONDITION: O EXCELLENT coon OFAR ODETERIORATED [0 NOLONGER IN EXISTENCE

ALTERATIONS, RESTROOM ADDED IN 1876

THREATS TO SITEER! NONE KNOWN [ FPRIVATE DEVELOPMENT O VANDALISM [0 PUBLIC WORKS PROJECT
IS THE STRUCTURE ON TS QORIGINAL SITE [ MOVED U UNKNOWN

SIGNIFICANCE . A
HRIEFLY STATE HISTORICAL AND./ OR ARCHITECTURAL IMPORTANCE; INCLUDE DATES, EVENTS, AND PERSONS ASSQCIATEDR

WITH SITE (SEE OPTIONAL SIGNIFICANCE WORKSHEET) THE RICHARD HENRY DANA BRANCH LIBRARY, WHICH IS ALSO

KNOWN AS THE OLD CYPRESS PARK BRANCH LIBRARY IS ONE OF A GROUPING OF EARLY BRANCH LIBRARIES THAT WERE

LISTED ON THE NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES IN 1987, 1T WAS DESIGNED BY THE ARCHITECT HARRY SIMS

BENT IN THE EARLY GEORGIAN STYLE OF COLONIAL NEW ENGLAND. T WAS NAMED IN HONOR OF THE AUTHOR OF THE

CLASSIC BOOK ON EARLY CALIFORNIA, “TWO YEARS BEFORE THE MAST”, 1IN WHICH DANA DESCRIBES HIS VOYAGE AS A

CREWMAN ONBOARD THE YANKEE SCHOONER "PILGRIM” WHICH TRAVELED UP AND DOWN THE COAST OF MEXICAN

CALIFORNIA DURING THE 1830s. THE LIBRARY SERYED THE COMMUNITY OF CYPRESS PARK FROM ITS COMPLETION IN

1927 UNTIL IT WAS REPLACED BY A NEW CYPRESS PARK BRANCH LIBRARY IN 20083. THE BULDING HAS REMAINED

ESSENTIALLY THE SAME AS WHEN [T WAS ORIGINALLY CONSTRUCTED..

SOURCES (LIST BOOKS, DOCUMENTS, SURVEYS, PERSONAL INTERVIEWS WITH DATES) LOS ANGELES CITY BUiLDING PERMITS PER

ATTAGHEDR, LA COUNTY ASSESSORS RECORDS, RECORDED DEEDS, LOS ANGELES CITY DIRECTORIES, CENSUS RECORDS

LOsS ANGELES COUNTY _SUBDIVISION MAPS, LOS ANGELES TIME ARTICLES AND THE BOETTCHER MANSION WEBSITE. .

DATE FORM PREPARED _JANUARY 26, 2011 PREPARER'S NMAME CHARLES J. FISHER
ORGANIZATION _HIGHLAND PARK HERITAGE TRUST STREET ADDRESS 1405, AVENUE 57
CITy _HIGHLAND PARK ~ STATE _CA  ZiP CODE 80042 PHONE (323) 256-3593

E-MAIL ADDRESS! ARROYGSECO@HOTMAIL COM

HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT
APPUCATION



rION WORK SHEET

DESCRII

TYPE OR PRINT IN ALL CAPITAL BLOCK LETTERS

THE ____RICHARD HENRY DANA BRANCH LIBRARY 1S A 1 STORY,
WAME OF PROPOSED MOMUMENT NUMBER OF STORIES
GEORGIAN REVIVAL . [ -SHAPED PLAN LIBRARY BUILDING
ARCHITECTURAL STYLE (SEE LUNE 8 ABOVE) FLAN SHAPE (SEE SHART) . STRUCTURE USE (RESIDENCE, ETC)
WITH A WIDE SHIPLATH SIDING FINISH AND WwooD TRIM.
MATERAL, (WOOD BIDING, WOOD SHINGLES, BRIGK, STUCCR, BTG MATERAL WoOD, METAL, ETC)
ITS . GABLED ROOF IS COMPOSITION SHINGLES : . GLASS AND WOooD ,
ROOF SHAPE (SEE cHART MATERAL (CLAY TILE, ASFHALT OR WOOD SHINGLES WINDOW MATERIAL
MULT! LIGHT CASEMENT, DOUBLE HUNG AND FIXED WINDOWS ARE PART OF THE DESIGN.

WINDOW TYPE [BOUSBLE HUNG {SUIDES UP & DOWN), CASEMENT (OFENS OUT), HORIZONTAL SUDING, ETC]

THE ENTRY FEATURES A _SHALLOW ARCHED PORCH SUPPORTED BY SQUARE PILASTERS FLANKING THE DOOR

DOOR LOCATION (RECESSED, I:E‘{TERE] OFF-CENTER, CORNER. ETG)

WITH A MULTI-PANELED WOOQDEN DOUBRLE DOOR. ADDITIONAL. CHARACTER DEFINING ELEMENTS

ENTRY DOOR STYLE {SEE CHART)

OF THE STRUCTURE ARE AN ARCHED TRANSOM WINDOW IS ABOVE THE MAIN ENTRY AND A HANGING GASSIYLE

IGENTIFY QRIGINAL FEATHARES SUCH AS PORCHES (SEE CHARTY, BAl CONIES, NUMBER AND SHAFPE OF DORMERS (SEE CHART);

LIGHTING FIXTURE IS IN FRONT OF IT. THE PILASTERS AND OTHER DOOR SURROUNDS HAVE INSET PANELS. THE MAIN

MUMBER AND LOCATION OF CHIMNEYS, SHUTTERS; SECONDARY FIMSH MATERIALS, PARAPETS] METAL TRIM, DECORATIVE TILE OR CAST STONE, ARCHES,

. a4
B

ENTRY IS WITHIN A FILAT GABLE WITH TWO, FOUR-OPENING VENTS BETWEEN SIDING AT THE CENTER. A SIMPLE CORNICE

ORMAMENTAL WQOUWORK, SYMMETRY OR ASYMMETRY, CORNICES, FRIEZES, TOWEFRS OR TURRETS, BAY WINDOWS, HALFTIMBERING, HORIZONTALTTY,

HAS BRACKETS AT THE BASE OF THE PEDIMENT. THE SMALL ROUND WINDOWS ARE AL SC A OTHER LOCATIONS IN THE FACADE, AS

VERTICALITY, FORMALITY OR INFORMALITY, GARUEN WALLS, ETCC,

ALOW ROOFED SECTION THAT JUTS QUT TO THE NORTH FAGING THE SIDE STREET. THAT SECTION HAS A TWO-WINDOW

AUDINOMAL DEFINING SLENENTS

DORMER ABQVE ITS CENTER WITH A SLOT VENT AND A SMALL DECORATIVE LIGHT AT THE APEX. A BR]CK CHIMNEY IS AT

ADDITIONAL DEFINING ELEMENTS

THE REAR OF THE MAIN GABLE. A SECOND GABLE JUTS TOTHE SIDE, PERPENDICULAR TO THE FIRST WITH THREE

ADDIMONAL DEFINING ELEMENTS

DOUBLE CASEMENT MULTIHLIGHT WINDOWS AND A SECONDARY PORCH ENTRY AT THE OPPOSITE END SUPPORTED BY TWO SETS

ADDITIONAL DEFINING ELEMENTS

OF TWQ SQUARE COLUMNS ATITS FRONT AND TWO LIKE DESIGNED SOQUARE PILASTERS AT TS REAR FLANKING A SINGLE ENTRY,

ADTIMOMAL DEFINING ELEMENTS

THE gABLE AT THAT END 15 A VENTED DORMER OVER A HIPPED ROOF ACROSS THAT FACADE. TWO MORE CIRCULAR WINDOWS

ADTITIOMNAL DEFINING ELEMENTS

FLANK THE CHIMNEY AT THE REAR OF THE MAIN GABLE, THREE CIRCULAR CONCRETE STEPS LEAD TO THE MAIN ENTRY.

ADDITIONAL DEFINING ELEMENTS

SECONDARY BUILDINGS CONSIST OF__THERE ARE NO SECONDARY BUILDINGS ON THE SiTE.

IDENTIFY GARASE, GARGEN SHELTER, ETC.

SIGNIFICANT INTERIOR SPACES INCLUDE  BOXED WOOBDEN WAINSCOTING N MAIN READING ROOM, HARDWOOD

IDENTHY ORIGINAL FEATURES SUCH ASWOOD PANELING, MOLDINGS AMND TRIM, SPECIAL GLASS WINDDWS,

FL.OORS (NOW COVERED WITH CARFPET), SHALLOW INSERTS IN CEILINGS, LOW PANELED PARTITIONS, HANGING LIGHTING

CORNATE CELINGS: PLASTER MOLDINGS, LISHT FISTURES, PAINTED DECORATION; CERAMIC TILE: STAIR NALUSTRADES; BULTAN FURNITURE. ETC.

FOFURES, PANELED DOUBLE DQORS FLANKED BY FLUTED SQUARE COLUMNS TO THE HEIGHT OF BUILTIN WQOODEN

IDENTIFT NOTARLE MATURE TREES AND SHRUBS

BOOK CASES. DARK TILE WORK IN BREAK ROOM. (DESCRIFTION IS BASED ON EARLIER PHOTOGRAPHS BEFORE CLOSURE)

IDEMTIEY NOTABLE MATURE TREES AND SHRUBS

HISTORIC-CULTURAL. MONUMENT APPLICATION




CITY OF LOS AMGELES
SIGNIFICANCE WORK SHEET

TYPE OR HAND PRINT iIN ALL CAPITAL BLOCK LETTERS

Complete One or Both of the Upper and Lower Portions of This Page

THE __ RICHARD HENRY7 DANA BRANCH LIBRARY IS AN IMPORTANT EXAMPLE OF

MAME OF PROPOSED MOMUMENT

GEORGIAN REVIVAL, ARCHITECTURE

ARCHITECTURAL 5TV £ (SEE LINE 8}

AND MEETS THE CULTURAL, HERITAGE ORDINANCE BECALISE OF THE HIGH QUALITY OF ITS DESIGN AND THE RETENTION
OF ITS ORIGINAL FORM, DETAILING AND INTEGRITY.

THE _RICHARD HENRY DANA BRANCH LIBRARY WAS BUILT IN 1926-27
MNAME OF PROPOSED MONMUMENT YEAR BUILYT
B R,
LIBRARIES BUILT IN PERIOD REVIVAL ARCHITECTURE 3 WAS IMPORTANT TO THE

MNAME OF FIRST Of OTHER SIGNIFICANT CWNER

DEVELOFMENT OF L.0OS ANGELES BECAUSE THE EARLY EXPANSION OF THE LOS ANGELES PUBLIC 1 IBRARY

SYSTEM IN THE EARLY 20™ CENTURY WAS HALLMARKED WITH AN EFFORT TG MAKE THE VARIOUS BRANCH

LIBRARIES BILEND INTO THEIR VARIOUS COMMUNITIES THROUGH THE USE OF VARIOUS DIFFERENT PERIOD

REVIVAL DESIGNS THAT WERE POPULAR AT THE TIME. THIS CONCEPT WAS CARRIED TO TS FULLEST WHEN

BARTRAM GOODHUE DESIGNED THE CENTRAL LIBRARY (HCM #46) IN THE EGYPTIAN REVIVAL STYLE. THE

RICHARD HENRY DANA BRANCH WAS BUILT IN CYPRESS PARK DURING THE SAME PERIOD AS THE DOWNTOWN

BUILDING. BOTH REPLACED COMMERCIAL, BUILDINGS THAT THE CITY HAD LEASED FROM PRIVATE PARTIES,

THESE NEW BUILDINGS. BUILT THROUGHOUT THE_ CITY, FIRST THROUGH GRANTS FROM THE CARNEGIE

FOUNDATION, ENABLED THE CiTY LIBRARY TO BRANCH OUT TO SERVICE EACH OF THE MANY 1.OS ANGELES

COMMUNITIES. THE RICHARD HENRY DANA BRANCH LIBRARY WAS PART OF A TWELVE BRANCH EXPANSION

OF THE L.OS ANGELES LIBRARY SYSTEM BEGINNING IN 1926, [T WAS GIVEN THE NAME AS PART OF AN EFFORT

SUGGESTED BY ORRA . MONNETTE., THE PRESIDENT OF THE CITY LIBRARY COMMISSION, TO HAVE THE

PUBLIC SUBMIT IDEAS FOR NAMING NEW LIBRARIES AFTER FAMOUS LITERARY ICONS AND EARLY PIONEERS

WITH TIES TO THE HISTORY OF CAILIFORNIA. RICHARD HENRY DANA WAS ONE OF THE FIRST CHOSEN, ALONG

WITH HELEN HUNT JACKSON, JOHN C. FREMONT (MCM #303), BRET HARTE, JOHN MUIR (HCM #305), P10

HISTORIC-CULTURAL MOMUMENT
APPLICATION



CITY OQF LO0S ANGELES

SIGNIFICANCE WORK SHEET
CONTINUED

PICo AND ROBERT L.OUIS STEVENSON. DESIGNED BY THE ARCHITECT HARRY SIMS BENT, THE BUILDING WAS

ONLY ONE OF A HANDFUL THAT WERE BUILT AT THAT TIME USING FRAME CONSTRUCTION, WITH MOST OF THE

NEW BRACHES BEING OF MASONRY, [T WAS ALSO ONE OF THE SMALLEST OF THE NEW BRANCHES. IT HAD

ACTUALLY REPLACED AN EVEN SMALLER BRANCH THAT HAD BEEN ESTABLISHED NEAR DAYTON AVENUE

(RENAMED N. FIGUEROA STREET, IN A SMALL RENTED STOREFRONT AT 507 W. AVENUE 28. THE BUILDING

WAS REFERRED TO AT THE TIME AS “OLD ENGLISH DESIGN” BY ITS ARCHITECT., BUT IT CAN BE FASILY

CATEGORIZED UNDER THE “GEORGIAN REVIVAL” STYLE THAT RECREATED THAT EARLY AMERICAN

ARCHITECTURAL STANDARD. THE BRANCH SERVED SEVERAL ELEMENTARY SCHOQLS AND AFTER 1936,

FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE JUNIOR HIGHE SCHOOL. BUILT WITHIN A RESIDENTIAL NEIGHBORHOOD, ONE BLOCK

MNORTH OF CYPRESS AVENUE, THE LIBRARY WAS AND 1S WITHOUT ANY QFF-STREET PARKING. IN 1958, THEN

CITY LIBRARIAN HAROLD HAMMILL ANNOUNCED THAYT THE DANA BRANCH WAS TO BE CLOSED BECAUSE TS

a1

CIRCULATION FIGURES WERE CONSIDERABLY [ESS THAN OTHER BRANGHES. THIS MOVE PRODUCEDR

COMMURNITY QUTRAGE IN CYPRESS PARK, WITH RESIDENTS NOTING THAT THE BRANCH WAS HEAVILY USED BY

THE LOCAL SCHOQOL STUDENTS, WHO FREQUENTLY DID THEIR HOMEWORK AND RESEARCH THERE WITHOUT

CHECKING OUT THE BOOKS, AS THE LIBRARY WAS A MUCH BETTER VENUE FOR THAT TYFPE OF ACTIVITY. A

PETITION WITH OVER 1.000 SIGNATURES WAS PRESENTED AMD WITH THE AID OF 147 DISTRICT COUNGIHMAN

JOHN HOLLAND, THE CITY WAS CONVINCED TO KEEP THE BRANCH OPEN. THE BRANCH WAS RE-NAMED THE

CYPRESS PARK BRANCH IN 1969 AS PART OF A MOVEMENT ON THE PART OF THE LIBRARY DEPARTMENT TQ

NAME BRANCHES AFTER THEIR COMMURNITIES. HOWEVER MANY IN THE LOCAL ARFA CONTINUED TO REFER TO

IT AS THE RICHARD HENRY DANA BRANCH UNTIL IT WAS CLOSED IN 2008 WHEN THE BRANCH WAS REPLACED

BY A NEW BULDING ON CYPRESS AVENUE, THE BUILDING WAS PLACED QN THE NATIOMAL REGISTER QF

HISTORIC PLACES IN 1987 ALONG WITH A GROUPING QF OTHER HISTORIC L.O0S ANGELES BRANCH LIBRARIES.

AFTER ITS CLOSURE, THE FACILITY WAS TRAMNSFERRED TO THE CITIES GENERAL, SERVICES DEPARTMENT.

PLANS ARE AFOQT TO CONVERT [T TO A SENIOR CITIZENS CENTER FOR_ THE NEIGHBORHOOD,

HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT
APRPLICATION



Los Angeles Department of City Planning

ITE

RECOMMENDATION REPORT

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMRMISSION

HEARING DATE: June 16, 2011

TIME: 10:00 AM

PLACE: City Hall, Room 1010
200 N. Spring Street
Los Angeles, CA
90012

CASE NO.: CHC-2011-911-HC#M
ENV-2011-812-CE

Location: 3320 Pepper Street

Council District: 1

Community Plan Area: Northeast .oz Angeles
Area Planning Commission: East Los Angeles
Neighborhood Council: Greater Cypress Park
l.egal Description: Lot A of Tract 9719

Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the
RICHARD HENRY DANA BRANCH LIBRARY

Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument

City of Los Angeles Department of General Services:

That the Cultural Heritage Commission:

PROJECT:
REQUEST:
OWNER:
Asset Management Division
111 E. First Street, Room 201
Los Angeles, CA 90012
Attn: Reginald Jones-Sawyer, Direcior
APPLICANT: Highland Park Heritage Trust
140 S. Avenue 57
Los Angeles, CA 90042
RECOMMENDATION

1. Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los Angeles Administrative Code
Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.7

2. Adopt the report findings.

MICHAEL J. LOGRANDE
Director of Planning

P/&—d =
Ken BE:I/nstein, AICP, Manager
Office of Historic Resources

Preparedpy.

A
Edg4r Garcia, Preséfvation Planner
Office of Historic Resources

Aftachmenis;

Historic-Cultural Monument Application
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FINDINGS
1. The building “embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type
specimen, inherently valuable for a siudy of a period style or method of construction” as
an exampie of Georgian Revival style architecture.

2. The property reflects “the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State
or community” for its association with the development of Cypress Park.

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (“CEQA”} FINDINGS

The Commission hereby recommends that Council find the proposed designation of the Richard
Henry Dana Library as a Historic-Cultural Monument to be exempt from further analysis under
the California Environmental Quality Act pursuant to Title 14 of the California Code of
Regulations, Sections 15308 (Class 8) and 15331 (Class 31).

CRITERIA

The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose
individual genius influenced his age.

SUMMARY

Built in 1926, this one-story building exhibits character-defining features of Georgian Revival
style architecture. The cross-gabled building is L-shaped with an off-centered entrance. The
roof is covered in composition singles and wide shiplap siding. Windows are wood-framed
multi-ight casement windows, double-hung, and fixed oval shaped. Three circular concrete
steps lead up to the main enfry which features a shallow arched porch supported by square
pilasters surrounding 2 multi-paned wooden double door. An arched transom window is above
the main entry with a hanging gas-styie lighting fixture. The main facade also features two fixed
round windows symmetrically framing the entryway door. The elevation facing Romulo Street
has a two-window dormer above a slot vent in the center of the section with a decorative light at
the apex. A brick chimney is at the rear of the main gable also framed on the fagade by two
round fixed windows. The secondary elevation facing Pepper Street has three double casement
multi-light windows and a secondary porch entry supported by two sets of square columns. Two
square pilasters at its rear flank a rear entry. The gable end in this section is a vented dormer
over a hipped rood across the fagade. Significant interior spaces include a main reading room
with boxed wooden wainscoting, hardwood and tile floors, shallow inserts in ceilings, light
fixtures, paneled doubled doors flanked by fluted square columns, and built-in wooden
bookcases.

The proposed Richard Henry Dana Library historic monument was built in 1926 by the firm of
Henry Sims Bent as part of a twelve branch expansion of the Los Angeles Library System and
built to to serve the community of Cypress Park. It was given the name of Richard Henry Dana



Richard Henry Dana Branch Library
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as a part of an effort fo have the public submit name ideas after famous literary icons and
pioneers related to California. The subject building is noted for its small size and frame
construction. -In 1958 there was a threat the branch would close due to low circulation;
however, the community rallied fo keep the branch open by submitiing a pefition with over a
thousand signatures. It was renamed Cypress Park Branch in 1969 as a part of a movement on
the part of the Library Depariment to name branches after their communities.

The subject building was listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1987.

Alterations to the subject building include carpeting over the hardwood floors, security bars, and
some window replacement.

DISCUSSION

The Richard Hernry Dana Library property successfully meets two of the specified Historic-
Cultural Monument criteria: 1) “embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural
type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style or method of construction” and
2) reflects “the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community.” As
a public library designed in the Georgian Revival style and reflective of the development of the
Cypress Park communily, the property qualifies for designation as a Historic-Cultural Monument
based on these criteria.

BACKGRDUND

At its meeting of April 21, 2011, the Cuitural Heritage Commission voted to take the application
under consideration. On May 26, 2011, the Culiural Heritage Commission toured the subject

property.
CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT {(“CEQA”} REVIEW

State of California CEQA Guidelines, Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 “consists of actions
taken by regulalory agencies, as authorized by state or local ordinances, to assure the
maintenance, restoration, enhancement, or protection of the environment where the regulatory
process involves procedures for protection of the environment.”

Siate of California CEQA Guidelines Article 19, Section 15331, Class 31 "consists of projecis
limited to maintenance, repair, stabilization, rehabilitation, restoration, preservation,
conservation or reconstruction of historical resources in a manner consistent with the Secrefary
of the Interior's Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for
Preserving, Rehabilitating, Restoring, and Reconsiructing Historic buildings.”

The designation of the Richard Henry Dana Library property as a Historic-Cultural Monument in
accordance with Chapter 9, Article 1, of The City of Los Angeles Administrative Code ("LAAC”)
will ensure that future construction activities involving the subject property are regulated in
accordance with Section 22.171.14 of the LAAC. The purpose of the designation is to prevent
significant impacts to a Historic-Cultural Monument through the applicafion of the standards sat
forth in the LAAC. Without the regulation imposed by way of the pending designation, the
historic significance and integrity of the subject property could be lost through incompatible
alterations and new construction and the demolifion of irreplaceable historic structures. The
Secretary of the Interior's Standards of Rehabilitation are expressly incorporated info the LAAC
and provide standards concerning the historically appropriate construction activities which will
ensure the continued preservation of the subject property.



Richard Henry Dana Branc.. cibrary
CHC-2011-211-HCM
Page4of4

The use of Categorical Exemption Class 8 in connection with the proposed designation is
consistent with the goals of maintaining, restoring, enhancing, and protecting the environment
through the imposition of regulations designed {o prevent the degradation of Historic-CGultural
Monuments.

The use of Categorical Exemption Class 31 in connection with the proposed designation is
consistent with the goals relating to the preservation, rehabilitation, restoration and
reconstruction of Historic buildings in @ manner consistent with the Secretary of the Interior's
Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for Preserving Rehabilitating,
Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic Buildings.



L.os Angeles Department of City Planning
RECOMMERNDATION REPORT

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION CASE NO.: CHC-2011-811-HCM
ENV-2011-812-CE
HEARING DATE: April 21, 2011 Location: 3320 Pepper Sireet
TIRME: 10:00 AM Council District: 1
PLACE: City Hall, Room 1010 Community Plan Area: Northeast Los Angeles
200 N. Spring Street Area Planning Commission: East Los Angeles
Los Angeles, CA Neighborhood Council: Greater Cypress Park
80012 Legal Description: Lot A of Tract 9719
PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the
RICHARD HENRY DANA BRANCH LIBRARY
REQUEST: Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument
OWNER: City of Los Angeles Department of General Services:

Asset Management Division

111 E. First Street, Room 201

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Aitn: Reginald Jones-Sawyer, Director

APPLICANTY: Highland Park Heritage Trust
140 S. Avenue 57
Los Angeles, CA 90042

RECOMMENDATION That the Cultural Heritage Commission:

1. Take the property under consideration as a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los
Angeles Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.10
because the application and accompanying photo documentation suggest the submittal
warrants further investigation.

2. Adopt the report findings.

MICHAEL J. LOGRANDE
gFegtor of Planning

} N\/
Darert M- Giessinger, Preservation Architect
Office of Historic Resources

Prepared by: -
s

2 =,
Edgar Gartia, Praseivation Plahger

Office of Historic Resources

Attachments: Historic-Cultural Monument Application
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SUMMARY

Built in 1926, this one-story building exhibits character-defining features of Georgian Revival
style architecture. The cross-gabled building is L-shaped with an off-ceniered entrance. The
roof is covered in composition singles and wide shiplap siding. Windows are wood-framed
mulii-light casement windows, double-hung, and fixed oval shaped. Three circular concrete
steps lead up to the main entry which features a shallow arched porch supported by square
pilasters surrounding a multi-paned wooden double deor. An arched transom window is above
the main entry with a hanging gas-style lighting fixture. The main fagade also features two fixed
round windows symmetrically framing the entryway door. The elevation facing Romulo Street
has a iwo-window dormer above a slot vent in the center of the section with a decorative light at
the apex. A brick chimney is at the rear of the main gable also framed on the facade by two
round fixed windows. The secondary elevation facing Pepper Street has three double casement
multi-light windows and a secondary porch entry supported by two sets of square columns. Two
square pilasters at its rear flank a rear entry. The gable end in this section is a vented dormer
over a hipped rood across the facade. Significant interior spaces a main reading room with
boxed wooden wainscoting, hardwood and tile floors, shallow inserts in ceilings, light fixtures,
paneled doubled doors flanked by fluted square columns, buili-in wooden bookcases.

The proposed Richard Henry Dana Library historic monument was built in 1926 by the firm of
Henry Sims Bent as part of a twelve branch expansion of the Los Angeles Library System.

The subject building was builf as part of a twelve branch expansion of the Los Angeles branch
library system designed {o serve the community of Cypress Park. It was given the name of
Richard Henry Dana as a part of an effort to have the public submit name ideas after famous
literary icons and pioneers related to California. The subject building is noted for its small size
and frame construction. In 1958 there was a threat the branch would close due to low
circulation; however, the community rallied a petition with over a thousand signatures to keep
the branch open. it was renamed Cypress Park Branch in 1969 as a part of a movement on the
part of the Library Department to name branches after their communities.

The subject building was listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1987.

Alterations to the subject building include carpeting over the hardwood floors, security bars, and
some window replacemenit.

CRITERIA

The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life lecated thereon) building or structure of
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a peried style
or method of construction, or a notable work of & master builder, designer or architect whase
individual genius influenced his age. :

FINDINGS
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Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that
the application is complete and that the property may be significant enough to warrant further
investigation as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument.



HIsTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT
APPLICATION

TYPE ORPRINT IN ALL CAPITAL BL.OCKLETTERS

IDENTIFICATION

T. NAME OF PROPOSED MONUMENT RIiCHARD HENRY DANA BRANGH | IBRARY

2. STREET ADDRESS 3320 PEPFER STREET
CITY CYPRESS PARK ZIP CODE 80065 COUNCIL DISTRICT 1
ASSESSOR’'S PARCEL NO. 545301 6-200

3. COMPLETE LEGAL DESCRIFTION. TRACT TRACT NO, 2719, RICHARD HENRY DANA BRANCH LIBRARY, AS PER MAP

IN BOoOK 137, PAGE 48 OF MAPS, FILED, IN THE OFFICE OF THE COUNTY RECORDER OF L0OS ANGELES COUNTY.

BLOCK MN/A 1.07(s) LoT 1 ARB. NO. N/A

RANGE OF ADDRESSES 3320-3326 PEPPER AVENUE AND 682-690 RAMULO STREET

4. PRESENT OWNER___CjTY OF L.OS ANGELES DEPARTMENT OF GENERAL SERVICESASSET MANAGEMENT DIVISION

STREET ADDRESS 111 E. FIRST STREET, ROOM 201 ATTN: REGINALD JONESSAWYER, SR., DIRECTOR
CITY _L.OS ANGELES _ STATE _CA_ZIP CODE 20012 PHONE (213) 9228501
OWNER IS, PRIVATE _ PUBLIC X

5. PRESENT USE _VACANT (FUTURE SENIOR CITIZEN CENTER) ORIGINAL USE L A CITY BRANCH PUBLIC LIBRARY

DESCRIPTION

6. ARCHITECTURAL STYLE GEORGIAN REVIVAL,

7. STATE PRESENT PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION OF THE SITE OR STRUCTURE (SEE GPTIONAL DESCRIFTION WORKSHEET)

(SEE DESCRIPTION WORKSHEET)

HIETORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT
APPLUICATION



HisTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT
APPLICATION

NAME OF PROPOSED MONUMENT RICHARD HENRY DANA BRANCH LIBRARY

10.

1.

12.

13.

14,

15,

17.

i8.

CONSTRUCTION DATE. FACTUAL 1827 ESTIMATED

ARCHITECT , DESIGNER, OR ENGINEER: HARRY SIMS BENT

CONTRACTOR OR OTHER BUILDER: MORTHLAND CONSTRUCTION COMPANY
DATES OF ENCLOSED PHOTOGRAPHS APRIL 7, 2009

CONDITION: C EXCELLENT GOoon  [UFAIR UDETERIORATED [ NO LONGER IN EXISTENCE

ALTERATIONS! RESTROOM ADDED IN 1976

THREATS TO SITEX NONE KNOWN [ PRIVATE DEVELOPMENT [IVANDALSM [ PUBLIC WORKS PROJECT
IS THE STRUCTURE ON ITS ORIGINAL SITE O MOVED {1 UNKNOWN

SIGNIFICANCE
BRIEFLY STATE HISTORICAL AND/OR ARCHITECTURAL IMPORTANCE; INCLUDE DATES, EVENTS, AND PERSONS ASSOCIATED

WITH SITE (SEE OFTIONAL SIGNIFICANCE WORKSHEET) THE RICHARD HENRY DANA BRANCH LIBRARY, WHICH 1S ALSO

KNOWN AS THE OLD CYPRESS PARK BRANCGH LIBRARY IS ONE OF A GROUPING OF EARLY BRANCH LIBRARIES THAT WERE

LISTER_ON THE NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES IN 1987, IT WAS DESIGNED BY THE ARCHITECT HARRY SIMS

BENT IN THE EARLY GEORGIAN STYLE OF COLONIAL NEW ENGLAND. IT WAS NAMED IN HONOR OF THE AUTHOR OF THE

CLASSIC BOOK ON EARLY CALIFORNMNIA, “"TWO YEARS BEFORE THE MAST", IN WHICH DANA DESCRIBES HIS VOYAGE AS A

CREWMAN ONBOARD THE YANKEE SCHOONER "PILGRIM” WHICH TRAVELED UP AND DOWN THE COAST OF MEXICAN

CALIFORNIA DURING THE 18305, THE LIBRARY SERVED THE COMMUNITY OF CYPRESS PARK FROM ITS COMPLETION IM

1927 UNTIL, IT WAS REPLACED BY A NEW CYPRESS PARK BRANCH LIBRARY IN 2008, THE BUILDING HAS REMAINED

ESSENTIALLY THE SAME AS WHEN [T WAS ORIGINALLY CONSTRUCTED..

SOURCES {UST BOOKS, DOCUMENTS, SURVEYS, PERSONAL INTERVIEWS WITH DATES) LOS ANGELES CITY BUILDING PERMITS PER

ATTACHED, 1A COUNTY ASSESSORS RECORDS, RECORDED DEEDS, LOS ANGELES CITY DIRECTORIES, CENSUS RECORDS

L.os_ ANGELES COQUNTY_SUsDIVISION MAPS, |.0S ANGELES TIME ARTICLES AND THE BOETTCHER MANSION WEBSITE.

DATE FORM PREPARED _JANUARY 26, 2011 PREPARER'S NAME CHARLES J. FISHER
ORGANIZATION _HIGHLAND PARK HERITAGE TRUST STREET ADDRESS 140 5. AVENUE 57
CITY _HIGHLAND PARK  STATE _CA  7ZIP CODE 90042 PHONE (323) 256383593

E-MAIL ADDRESS! ARROYOSECO@&HOTMAIL.COM

HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT
APPLICATION



ESCRIPTION WORK SHEET

TYFE OR PRINT [N ALL CAPITAL BLOCK LETTERS

THE RICHARD HENRY DANA BRANCH LIBRARY iS A 1 STORY,
NAME OF PROPOSED MOMUMENT NUMBER OF STORIES .
GEORGIAN REVIVAL, , L-SHAPED PLAN LIBRARY BUILDING
ARCHITECTURAL STYLE (SEE LUME 8 ABOVE} FLAN GHAPE (SEE CHART) STRUCTURE USE [RESIDENCE, £1'C)
WITH A WIDE SHIPLATH SIDING FINISH AND WOooDh TRIM.
MATERIAL (WOOD SINING, WOQD SHINGLES, BRICK, STUCCO. ETC MATERIAL (wODD, METAL, ETC.)
ITs GABLED ROOF i5 COMPQSITION SHINGLES . GLASS AND WOOD
ROOF SHAFE (SEE CHART)) MATERIAL (CLAY TILE, ASPHALT DR WOOD SHINGLES WINDOW MATERIAL
MULTI LIGHT CASEMENT, DOUBLE HUNG AND FIXED WINDOWS ARE PART OF THE DESIGM.

WINDOW TYPE [DOUBLE HUNG (SLIDES UP & DOWRN), CASEMENT (DPENS OUT), BORIZONTAL SLIDING, ETC]

THE ENTRY FEATURES A _SHALLOW ARCHED PORCH SUFPPORTED BY SQUARE PILASTERS FLANKING THE DOOR

DOOR LOCATION {RECESSER, CEMTERED, GFF-CENTER, CORNER. ETC.)

WITH A MULTIPANELED WOODEN DOUBILE DOOR. ADDITIONAL CHARACTER DEFINING ELEMENTS

ENTRY DOOR STYLE {SEE CHART)

OF THE STRUCTURE ARE AN ARCHED TRANSOM WINDOW IS ABOVE THE MAIN ENTRY AND A HANGING GAS-STYLE

IDENTIFY ORIGINAL FEATURES SUCH AS PORCHES (SEE CHART), BAL CONIES, RUMBER AND SHAPE OF DORMERS (SEE CHART)

LIGHTING FIXTURE IS IN FRONT OF [T. THE PILASTERS AND OTHER DOQR SURROUNDS HAVE INSET PANELS. THE_MAIN

NUMBER AND LOCATION OF CHIMNEYS,; SHUTTERS. SECONDARY FINISH MATERIALS, BARAPETS, METAL TRIM; DECORATIVE TILE OR CAST STONE; ARCHES]

ENTRY IS WITHIN A FLAT GABLE WITH TWO, FQUR-OPENING VENTS BETWEEN SIDING AT THE CENTER. A SIMPLE CORNICE

ORNAMENTAL WODDWORK. SYMMETRY DR ASYMMETRY, CORMNICES; FRIEZES, TOWERS OR TURRETS, BAY WINDOWS, HALFTIMBERING, HOREZONTALITY,

HAS BRACKETS AT THE BASE OF THE PEDIMENT. THE SMALL ROUND WINDOWS ARE AL SO A OTHER LOCATIONS IN THE FACADE, AS

VERTICALITY, FORMALITY OR INFORMALITY, SARDEN WALLS, ETC.

A LOW ROOFED SECTION THAT JUTS ouT T THE NORTH FACING THE SIDE STREET. THAT SECTIOM HAS A TWO-WINDOW

ADDITIONAL DEFINING ELEMENTS

DORMER ABQVE.ITS CENTER WITH A SLOT VENT AND A SMALL DECORATIVE LIGHT AT THE APEX. A BRICK CHIMNEY 1S AT

ADDITIONAL DEFINING ELEMENTS

THE REAR OF THE MAIN GABLE. A SECOND GABLE JUTS TOTHE SIDE, PERPENDICULAR TOTHE FIRST WITH THREE

ADDITIONAL DEFINING ELEMENTS

DOUBLE CASEMENT MULTI-LIGHT WINDCOWS AND A SECONDARY PORCH ENTRY AT THE OPPOSITE END SUPPORTED BY TWO SETS

ADDGIMIONAL DEFINING ELEMENTS

OF TWO SQUARE COLUMNS AT [TS FRONT AND TWO LIKE DESIGNED SQUARE PILASTERS AT ITS REAR FLANKING A SINGLE ENTRY,

ADRDITIONAL, DEFINING ELEMENTS

THE GABLE AT THAT END IS A VENTED DORMER OVER A HIPPED ROOF ACROSS THAT FACADE. TWO MORE_CIRCULAR WINDOWS

ADDITIONAL DEFINING ELEMENTS

FLANK THE CHIMNEY AT THE REAR OF THE MAIN GABLE., THREE CIRCULAR CONCRETE STEPS LEAD TO THE MAIN ENTRY.

ADDITION AL DEFINING ELEMENTS

SECONDARY BUILDINGS CONSIST OF__THERE ARE NO SECONDARY BUILDINGS ON THE SITE.

IDENTIFY GARAGE, GARDEN SHELTER, ETC.

SIGNIFICANT INTERIOR SFACES INCILUDE BOXED WOCODEN WAINSCOTING IN MAIN READING ROOM, HARDWOQOD

IDENTIFY ORIGINAL FEATURES SUCH AS WDOD PANELING, MOLDINGS AND TRIM, SFECIAL GLASS WINDOWS,

FLOORS (NOW COVERED WiTH CARFET), SHALLOW JNSERTS IN CEILINGS, LOW PANELED PARTITIONS, HANGING LIGHTING

ORNATE CEILNGS; PLASTER MOLDINGS, LIGHT FIXTURES, PAINTED DECORATION. CERAMIC TILE, STAIR BALUSTRADES, BUILT-IM FURNITURE, ETC.

FIXTURES, PANELED DOUBLE DOORS FLANKED BY FLUTED SQUARE COLUMNS TO THE HEIGHT OF BUILT-IN WOQODEN

HIENTIFY NOTADLE MATURE TREES AMD SHRUBS

BOOK CASES. DARK TILE WORK IN BREAK RoOM. (DESCRIFTION 1S BASED ON EARLIER PHOTOGRAPHS BEFORE CLOSURE)

IDENTIFY NOTABLE MATURE TREES AND SHRURS

HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT APPLICATION




CITY OF LOS ANGELES
SIGNIFICANCE WORK SHEET

TYPE OR HAND PRINT IN ALL CAPITAL BLOCK LETTERS

Complete One or Both of the Upper and Lower Portions of This Page

THE __ RICHARD HENRY7 DaANA BRANCH LIBRARY IS AN IMPORTANT EXAMPLE OF

NAME OF FROPOSED MONUMENT

GEORGIAN REVIVAL ARCHITECTURE

ARCBITECTURAL STYLE [SEE LINE 8)

AND MEETS THE CULTURAL HERITAGE ORDINANCE BECAUSE OF THE HIGH QUALITY OF ITS DESIGN AND THE RETENTION
OF ITS ORIGINAL FORM, DETAILING AND INTEGRITY.

THE _RiICHARD HENRY DANA BRANCH [IBRARY. WAS BUILT IN 1926-27

MAME OF PROPOSED MOMUMENT YEAR BUILT

LIBRARIES BUILT IN PERIOD REVIVAL ARCHITECTURE WAS IMPORTANT TO THE

MNAME CF FIRST OR OTHER SIGNIFICANT OWNER

DEVELOPMENT OF LOS ANGELES BECAUSE THE EARLY EXPANSION OF THE 1L.OS ANGELES PUBLIC LIBRARY

SYSTEM IN THE EARLY 20™ CENTURY WAS HALLMARKED WITH AN EFFORT TO MAKE THE VARIOUS BRANCH

LIBRARIES BLEND INTO THEIR VARIOUS COMMUNITIES THROUGH THE USE OF VARIOUS DIFFERENT PERIOD

REVIVAL DESIGNS THAT WERE, PQPULAR AT THE TIME, THIS CONCEFT WAS CARRIED TO ITS FULLEST WHEN

BARTRAM GOODHUE DESIGNED THE CENTRAL LIBRARY (HCM #46) IN THE EGYPTIAN REVIVAL STYLE. THE

RICHARD HENRY DANA BRANCH WAS BUILT IN CYPRESS PARK DURING THE SAME PERIOD AS THE DOWRNTOWRN

BUILDING. BOTH REPLACED COMMERGIAL BUILDINGS THAT THE CITY HAD LEASED FROM PRIVATE PARTIES.

THESE NEW BUILDINGS, BUILLT THROQUGHOUT THE CITY, FIRST THROUGH GRANTS FROM THE CARNEGIE

FQUNDATION, ENABLED THE CITY LIBRARY TO BRANCH OUT TC SERVICE EACH OF THE MANY LOS ANGELES

COMMUNITIES. THE RICHARD HENRY DANA BRANCH LIBRARY WAS PART OF A TWELVE BRANCH EXPANSION

OF THE |.OS ANGELES LIBRARY SYSTEM BEGINNING IN_1926. [T WAS GIVEN THE NAME AS PART OF AN EFFORT

SUGGESTED BY ORRA E. MONNETTE, THE PRESIDENT OF THE CITY [IBRARY COMMISSION, TO HAVE THE

PUBLIC SUBMIT IDEAS FOR NAMING NEW LIBRARIES AFTER FAMOUS LITERARY ICONS AND EARLY PIONEERS

WITH TIES TO THE HISTORY OF CALIFORNIA. RICHARD HENRY DANA WAS ONE OF THE FIRST CHOSEN, ALONG

WITH HELEN HUNT JACKSON, JOHN C. FREMONT (HCM #303), BRET HARTE, JOHN MUIR (HCM #305). PIO

HISTORIG-CULTURAL MONUMENT
APPLMIATION



CITY F LOS AMGELES

SIGNIFICANCE WORK SHEET
CONTINUED

PICO AND ROBERT LOUIS STEVENSON. DESIGNED BY THE ARCHITECT HARRY SiMS BENT, THE BUILDING WAS

ONLY ONE OF A HANDFUL THAT WERE BUILT AT THAT TIME USING FRAME CONSTRUCTION, WITH MOST OF THE

NEW BRACHES BEING OF MASONRY. IT WAS ALSO ONE OF THE SMALLEST OF THE NEW BRANCHES, [T HAD

ACTUALLY REPLACED AN EVEN SMALLER BRANCH THAT HAD BEEN ESTABLISHED NEAR DAYTON AVENUE

(RENAMED N. FIGUEROQA STREET. IN A SMALL RENTED STOREFRONT AT 507 W. AVENUE 28. THE BUILDING

WAS REFERRED TO AT THE TIME_AS “OLD ENGLISH DESIGN” BY TS ARCHITECT, BUT IT CAN BE EASHY

CATEGORIZED UNDER THE “GEORGIAN REVIVAL” SI_YLE THAT RECREATED THAT EARLY AMERICAN

ARCHITECTURAL. STANDARD. THE BRANCH SERVED SEVERAL FLEMENTARY SCHOOLS AND AFTER 1936

FLORENGE NIGHTINGALE JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL, BUILT WITHIN A RESIDENTIAL NEIGHBORHOOD, ONE BLOCK

NORTH OF CYPRESS AVENUE, THE LIBRARY WAS AND 1S WITHOUT ANY OFF-STREET PARKING, [N 1958, THEN

CITY LIBRARIAN HAROLD HAMMILL, ANNOUNCED THAT THE [DANA BRANCH WAS TO BE CLOSED BECAUSE TS

CIRCULATION FIGURES WERE CONSIDERABLY [ESS THAN OTHER BRAMCHES. THIS MOQVE PRODUCED

COMMUNITY OUTRAGE IN CYPRESS PARK, WITH RESIDENTS NOTING THAT THE BRANCH WAS HEAVILY USED BY

THE LOCAL SCHOOL, STUDENTS, WHO FREQUENTLY DID THEIR HOMEWORK AND RESEARCH THERE WITHOUT

CHECKING QUT THE BOOKS, AS THE LIBRARY WAS A MUCH BETTER VENUE FOR THAT TYPE OF ACTIVITY. A

PETITION WITH OVER 1,000 SIGNATURES WAS PRESENTED AND WITH THE AID QF 14™ DISTRICT COUNCILMARN

JOHN HOLLAND, THE CITY WAS CONVINGED TQ KEEP THE BRANCH OPEN. THE BRANCH WAS RE-NAMED THE

CYPRESS PARK BRANCH IN 1969 AS PART OF A MOVEMENT ON THE PART OF THE LIBRARY DEPARTMENT TO

NAME BRANCHES AFTER THEIR COMMUNITIES. HOWEVER MANY IN THE LOCAL AREA CONTINUED TC REFER T(O

[T AS THE RICHARD HENRY DANA BRANCH UNTIL [T WAS CLOSED IN 2008 WHEN THE BRANCH WAS REPLACED

BY A NEW BULDING ON CYPRESS AVENUE. THE BUILDING WAS PLACED ON THE NATIONAL REGISTER OF

HISTORIC PLACES IN 1987 ALONG WITH A GROUPING QF OTHER HISTORIC 1_.0S ANGELES BRANGH LIBRARIES.

AFTER ITS CLOSURE, THE FACILITY WAS TRANSFERRED TO THE CITIES GENERAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT,

PLANS ARE AFOOT TO CONYERT IT TO A SENIOR CITIZENS CENTER FOR THE NEIGHBORHQOD.

HISTORIC-GULTURAL MONUMENT
APPLICATIGN
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PROPERTY ADDRESSES -

'3320 E PEPPER AVE

zip CODES
90085 -

None

-CASE NUMBERS

CPC-25913.
CPC-22490 ¢

CPC-2007-1262 "(';Do 7c

CPC-1989-177-IPRO
CPC-1986-826-GPC
ORD-180561 i
ORD~173194—SA4530
ORD-172316

ORD- 166216-SA2884
ENV-2008-146:ND -~
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PARCEL PROFILE REPORT

Address/Legal iInformation

PIM Mumber:

Lot Area (Calculated):
Thomas Brothers Grid:
Assessor Parcel Na. (APN):
Tract:

Map Reference:

Block:

Lot

Arb {Lot Cut Reference):
Map Sheet:

Jurisdictional Information
Community Plan Area:

7 Area Planning Commission:

Neighborhood Council:
Councit District;
Census Tract #:
LADBS District Office:

Planning and Zoning Infermation
Special Notes:

Zoning:

Zoning Information (Z1):

General Plan Land Use:

Plan Fooinoie - Site Req.:
Additional Pian Footnotes:

Specific Plan Area:

Design Review Board:

Historic Preservation Review;
Historic Preservation Overlay Zone:
Other Historic Designations:

Other Historic Survey Information:
Milis Act Contract:

POD - Pedestrian Oriented Districts:
CDO - Community Design Overlay:

NSO - Neighborhood Stabilization Overlay:
Streetscape:

Sign District:

Adaptive Reuse Inceniive Area:

CRA - Community Redevelopment Agency:

Central City Parking:
Downtown Parking:
Building Line:

500 Ft School Zone:
500 Ft Park Zone:

Assessor Information
Assessor Parcel No. (APN):
APN Area {Co. Public Works)™
Use Code:

Assessed Land Val.:
Assessed Improvement Val.:
Last Owner Change:

145-5A219 458
7,754.5 (sq fi)
PAGE 594 - GRID J5
5453016800
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M B 137-48
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1445219
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1853.10

Los Angeles Metro
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PF-1-CDO

Z1-2129 East Los Angeles State
Enterprise Zone

ZI-2401 Cypress Park and
Glassell Park (CDG)

Public Facilities

See Plan Footnotes
MNortheast Los Angeles

None

No
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Maone

LIS-87001007: Richard Henry
Dana Branch

Available

None

None

Cypress Park and Glassell Park
{CDO)

None

No

No

None

None

No

No
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No

No

5453016900
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8800 - Government Owned
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Last Sale Amount;
Tax Rate Area:
Deed Ref No. (City Clerk):
Building 1:

1. Year Built:

1. Building Class:

1. Number of Units:

1. Number of Bedrooms:

1. Number of Bathrooms:

1. Building Sguare Footage:
Building 2:

2. Year Built:

2. Building Class:

2. Number of Units;

2. Number of Bedrooms:

2. Number of Bathrooms:

2. Building Square Foolage:
Building 3:

3. Year Built:

3. Building Class:

3. Number of Units:

3. Number of Bedrooms:

3. Number of Bathrooms:
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Building 4:

4. Year Built;

4. Building Class:

4. Number of Units:

4. Number of Bedrooms:

4. Number of Bathrooms:

4. Building Square Footage:
Building 5:

5. Year Built;

5. Building Class:

5. Number of Units:

5. Number of Bedrooms:

5. Number of Bathrooms:

5. Building Square Footage:

Additional Information

Airport Hazard:

Coastal Zone:

Farmiand:

Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone:
Fire District No. 1:

Fire District No. 2:

Flood Zone:

Hazardous Waste / Border Zone Properties:

Methane Hazard Site:
High Wind Velocity Areas:
Hillside Grading:

Qil Wells:

Alquist-Priolo Fault Zone:
Distance {o Mearest Fault:
Landslide:

Liquefaction:

Economic Development Areas

Business improvement District;
Federal Empowerment Zone:
Renewal Community:
Revitalization Zone:

State Enterprise Zone:

Targeted Neighborhood Initiative:
Public Safety

Police information:
Bureaur:

0
4
Mone

Not Available
Not Available
0

0

0

0.0 (sq fi)

Not Avaitable
Not Available
G

0

0

0.0 (sq fi)

Not Available

Not Available
0

0
0
0.0 {sq ft)

Not Availabie
Not Available
0

0

0

None

Not Available
Not Available
0

0

0

0.0 (sq i)

None

None

Area not Mapped
No

No

No

None

No

None

No

Yes

None

No

2.15328 (km)
No

No

None

Mone

No

Central City

Fast Los Angeles State Enterprise

Zone
None

Central
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Division / Station: Northeast

Report District: 177
Fire Information:

Disirict / Fire Station: 44

Ratallion: P

Division: 4

Red Flag Restricted Parking; No

The contents of this report are hourd by the User Agreement as describad In the Terms and Conditlons of this website. For more details, please refer to the Terms & Conditions link located #t hitp:ifzimas.tacity.org.
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CASE SUMMARIES

Note: Information for Case Summaries is Retrieved from the Plannmg Departments Plan Case Tracking Systern (PCTS) Database.

Case Number: CPC-2007-1262-CDO-ZC

Reguired Action{s): CDO-COMMUNITY DESIGN OVERLAY DISTR}CT
ZC-ZONE CHANGE

Project Description{s): COMMUNITY DESIGN OVERLAY DISTRICT SUPPLEMENTAL USE DISTICT AND ZONE
CHANGE

Case Number: . CPC-1989-177-IPRO - Rl
Required Action(s):  IPRO-INTERIM PLAN REVISION ORDINANGE

Project Description{s}: INTERIM CONTROL ORDINANCE FOR THE ENTIRE NORTHEAST LOS
ANGELESDISTRICT PLAN

CONTINUATION OF CPG-89-0177. SEE GENERAL COMMENTS FCOR CONTINUATION.

. Case Number: . CPC-1986-826-GPC.
Required Action(s):  GPC-GENERAL PLAN/ZONING CONSISTENCY (A8283)

Project Description{s): GENERAL PLAN/ZONING CONSISTENCY - ZONE CHANGES - HEIGHT DISTRICT
CHANGES AND PLAN AMENDMENTS - VARIOUS LOCATIONS

Case Number: .- ENV-2008-146-ND_ -
Required Action(s): ND-NEGATIVE DECLARATION

Project Description{s): A NEGATIVE DECLARATION FOR A COMMUNITY DESIGN OVERLAY THAT APPLIES
DESIGN GUIDELINES AND DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS TO AN ESTABLISHED
DISTRICT WITHIN THE CYPRESS PARK AND GLASSELL PARK COMMUNITIES.

DATA NOT AVAILABLE

CPC-25913
CPC-22490
ORD-180561
ORD-173194-5A4530
ORD-172316
ORD-166216-5A2884

The contents of this repert are bound by the User Agreement as described in the Terms and Conditions of this wehbsite. For more detfails, please refer to the Terms & Condfions link kecated at hitp:/fzimas.lacity.ary.
(*¥ - APN Area: LA County Assessor's Office is not the data provider for this fiem. The data source is from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Fleod Controf, Benefit Assessment.
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ichard Henry Dana Branch

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Richard Henry Dana Branch, later known as the Cypress Park
Branch, is a former branch library of the Los Angeles Public Library
located in the Cypress Park, Los Angeles, California section of Los
Angeles, California. The building was built in 1926 based on a design
by architect Harry S. Bent.

In 1987, the Richard Henry Dana Branch and several other branch
libraries in Los Angeles were added to the National Register of

Historic Places as part of a thematic group submission.[?] The
application noted that the branch libraries had been constructed in a
variety of period revival styles to house the initial branch hibrary
system of the City of Los Angeles. With respect to the Dana Branch,
the application described the building as a charming one-story New
England Colonial Revival Style building. It is designed in an L-plan
with a high-pitched gable roof. The portico features paired wood

paneled doors with an arched canopy supported by paneled posts.fz]
In 2001, ground was broken for the construction of a hew branch
library in Cypress Park. The new branch, with 35,000 books, several
computer stations and a community meeting room, is three times
larger than the schoolhouse-type library branch on Pepper Avenue
that served Cypress Park since 1927. There were plans to use the old

branch as a senior cifizens center 5}

As of May 2008, the old branch library on Pepper Avenue was
closed and vacant.

See also

= List of Registered Historic Places in Los Angeles
= Los Angeles Public Library

References

1. » "Natiomal Register Information System (http://www.nr.nps.gov/} .
National Register of Historic Places. National Park Service.
2008-04-15. http://www.nr.nps.govy/.

2. ~% % The Los Angeles Branch Library System TR
(http://www.nr.nps.gov/multiples/64000066.pdf) Multiple Property
Submission nomination explains 22 branch libraries but one, the
University Branch, appears not o have been listed.

http://er ~wikipedia org/wiki/Richard Henry Dana Branch

Dana, Richard Henry, Branch

1J.8. Matiomal Register of Historic Places

r He nc le n "
May 2008 =

Location: 3320 Pepper 5t.,

Cypress Park, Los
Angeles, California
Coordinates: 34°5"27"N
118°13'18"W
Built/Founded: 1926
Architect: Bent,Harry 5.
Architectural Colonial Revival
style(s):
Governing body:  Local
MP5: Los Angeles Branch
Library System TR
Added to NRHP: May 19, 1987

NRHP Reference#: 87001007

3. ~ "Los Angeles; Groundbreaking for New Library Lifts Troubled Cypress Park's Spirits; Infrastructure: The
community is trying to shed its gang-marred stigma, caused by a slaying of a 3-year-old girl in'1b95". 1os Angeles

Times.
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External links

s History of Richard Henry Dana - Cypress Park Branch Library, 1912-1930 (http://dbase1 .lapl. org/webplcs
/calindex/documents/13/52191 1.pdf)
m "History of the Richard Henry Dana Library” Oct. 1, 1929 (http://dbasel.lapLorg/webpics/calindex
/documents/13/521935 pdf)

s History of Richard Henry Dana Branch,1912-1936 (http://dbase.lapl.org/webpics/calindex/documents
/13/521923 .pdf)

w "Citizens group formed to fight for library” GREEN SHEET, ca. 1941 (http://dbasel.lapl.org/webpics
/calindex/documents/13/521934.pdf)

& "Moving of Dana Library delayed” TRANSPORTATION UNION NEWS Jul. 26, 1941
(http://dbase].lapl.org/webpics/calindex/documents/13/521917.pdf)

Retrieved from "http://en. wikipedia.org/wiki/Richard Henry Dana Branch”
Categories: National Register of Historic Places in California | Public hibraries in California | California
Registered Historic Place stubs

= This page was last modified on 8 July 2009 at 07:02.

w Text is available under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike License; additional terms may
apply. See Terms of Use for details.
Wikipedia® is a registered trademark of the Wikimedia Foundation, Inc., a non-profit organization.
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LIBRARY EXPANSE SHOWS CITY CULTURAL GROWTH
Los Angeles Fimps (1923-Crceens Fifl; Kov 7. 1926;
ProQigest Historical Newspapere Liss Anpeles Tnmt‘s(lﬂ!l - 1987

Twelve Branch Units Being Buili fo
Accommodate Growing Number
of Los Ange!es Reszdenfs

With'one ‘branch completed and seven others under com-
struction, the $500,000 branch-library building program recent-
ly launched by the Lo¢ Angeies Public Library Cormissioners
is rapidly materializing ; which, received swith the fact that ast
week city and county voters overwhelmingly approved a prop-
osition appropriating $3,000,009 for the initial building of the
great University of California at Westwood, gives added em-

phasis to the growth of Los Angeles, from the cultural angle.

!nduded m thc ;rubu: Lbrary's
buudjng progmm m twelte—new
branch: I!.bmrles Wihiely, added to the
forty-five -prepches already - malne
wiped by the institution, will pive
% u iotal of Afty-stven brauches;

iz, 1o additlon i the trecently .
completed £2,900,000 central Hbrary ;
bitlding and 3 seventy-four  dis~
tribution siaglens.

CITY'E GROWIH CAUSE

“Absolutely uecestary expansion f
Wo arg o keep sbreast with. . the
wrawthk of the city and the ingreased .
achoo] attendance,” the Lbrary-eom- |
Alsstoners declars in commenting on
the construction wark now under woy
on lbrary branches. “Whers Qve
Years sgo the Publle iHbrery losned
453,442 hooks to A clrenlption  of
3603381, .12 is rowiloEming 644000
beoks 1o a ciremistion of 5,591,888

Apprazioately one-fifth of the ene
ure populstion of Los Angeles, =
population that | grester by 99.5890
i rsong for the ito rnopths of this
vear thean !t wes for the same pe-
riod of 1925, nccording to conservn-
tlve estimates hased op the city div
‘ects"v iz represenced it the regls-

tesed patrenzge of the public U=

:mrj‘.
WILSHIRE BREANCE
Most cupensive of the new ]lbmryt

branches belug buit is the Wiishire
branch 16 be locnted at St Andrews |
Place und Councll strest. - It will cost
approximaiely $50,000 and is now |
Lring desighed - by Archifect Allen ¢
Aued, Constraction' wilt be of re-
inforced concrete with a plaster and 7
ie exterior. according 16 Mr. Ruefl,
The West Dving brenck, T0w L. |
ser consiruction at Arlington avenue.
~ud Fiphteentn street, §s 1o be come
pleted by the fArst of next month at
1 coat 9 nbout $45.000, eccording to
e arelittests, Alison & Alllson, Hols
low tiic comstruction .is  Being em-
ploved and fhe exterjor will be fin-
ished in stacen, topped with red tlie i

ONET COST3 $i0,000 I
$n the southwest cornd of Spence |
and Perey siracts, the Robert Louls
Slevenson hraneh lbrery 13'rising one
HLoTy Al 51 estmated st of 840,000,
RUESTY dcsigncd. by ‘srchitect (seoTgé-
M..Lindsey 'end with the Wilmingson
yronch, now under way ab Frles and
T strests. Wilninglon, at 8 cost of
2R 008, will bt completed snd rendy
Tor use about the fret’of Januesy, |

Of Bpeatsh  dezion, ccrented bR
Architects Allison & &Mison, the Vam '
~wys brageh, located ot Sylviaa street-
asul ‘Vesper pvenue, that clty, %3
sapldly’ rising at 2 cost of £30,000. !

3¢ 18 oue story tn helght and 151
seing bufit of relnforced concrote,
gnished on the exterior with stucen
and trimmed with czst stone. i

MALABAR SIRUCTURE

Egward A, Waugh, of the Ascoclnt-
«d General Controctors, 15 making re-
mntknble progress on -the 825,000 !
Malabar braock  uader comstrictlen
st Wabash and Forest avenues, This.
‘ntllding was designed by Architecs
Willam Lee Woollett and is belug
putls e brick, The exterler will he
whitewashed and the roof Wil be
wed. -

Work has Just been sterted by ths
sorthland  Construction  Company,
alsa of the Associated General Cone
wractars, on the BIE000 bullding ita
»he built ot the Richard Hemry Dang
fihrery olte, corner of Pepper and

(Cemtlvmed on Tage & Colmmbp 2)

i
H

Reproduced with permission of the copyrighl owner. Further reproduction prohibited withaut pemmission,



CITY "ULTURAL
GROWTH SHOWN

(Continged from First Paged

Romuly avennes. This struciure wiil
1se OAC sLorF o A mite elghty-lour hy
twenty-nine Yeel, the plans reveal
and {1t will be bullt of wooed frmme
constritetion with russic siding and
shingle roofng.

The Owensmouth branch, in be
it 2t Cwensouth and Wianhdotig
SUECE =t & o5t of 210,000, will be
started 2%t opet. It will be bulll of
wood fmme and stuceg coustruciion
with clay Ule roofing. The John €.
Fremout branch, to be bullt 2t the
corner of Melrese and June siureets,
is mow heing designed. It s of Span-
1511 ype, sceording to Architest M. L.
Batker, apd w14 be butlt ad u cost of
520,000, Brick snd plaster consiruce
tan with tde regiap will be om-
pleved,

ONE IS5 COMPLETED

Cne of the bhranck lbracies Dus
been commioted. X4 ow the AJexsandro
proeuck, loeated 8t 2643 Partridge ave
nue, and wus butit at & coBt of 515,-
000, The strictuse iwell i gf npe-
aary hetral, of frame esnsiuetlon o
the Englisk type.  The gldes and
roofing nre of stinfgles pnd the bulld-
inrr esvers & grovnd space TExA1 Jeet.
This branch wes formally dedicate
and opened 1ars monih, '

The huiding program 0 the I«
Erary also includes pn 813,600 =ddl-
tion %O the Esgle Rock branch it
brary and archiiectural piang are now
weing mande for thuy tmprovernent, A
£§2,000 brench 1s belng planned for
Gardenn and thore is aldo to he o

25,000 buikding erected in Eeho Park
for which preltminary spcerficaiiona
heve bean wrilten. -

The Tanoz {or this expansive pros
gram: were derived from Lhe bong e
sue Iavorzbiy opproved ot the June,
1325, electlon.

MODEL CENTEL SEEN

While the Librupy Cominissloners
are making elferts to furaish bopks
to the incress'en population of Log
Anveles, preparations are being car-
ried owt nd Wastwosd »hich vl mnke
thot districs one of the most medel
cultural ¢geniars of the country, “Los
Angeles 15 to be the cultural center
al the world and no expense Iz te
be spared to make Westwond [lis,
the site 07 the greal Unlrewstly of
Callfornta, n heautiful educntional
conter,” declares Harold Janes, of the
frm Which bas developed the uni~
versiey site

The Times todar publishes ozclu-
Hielf, elsewhers on this pere, the
frsl comorebrnsive Jlustrarlan of
the proposed universily plunt as )t
Das boen drava directiy from thic
archiltent’s specifientjons by GChuries
H. Owerns of The Times' ot stuldl.
It i3 1D be lotated in the, cenier of
beoutiiul 387-acta gite and is to oo-
:cmmodate 10,000 studehits,

TIER RCUHOOLS TO BUILD

In the immedlate vietnlty of this
ent princatiopel plant 1s to be jo-
satatl three othey schoolsr the St
jopn's Milizary Academy, the Woste
rke Schoo] for Girls and the sdpre
ard Milltury Acagteny.

The ownerr of the property on
wiitch the new university is to be
ronsirieted have completed elabarate
agnd Ionr n Universisy ¥illave, whieh
il rlse at the Wilshire Bealeynp~d
amtranee o the slbe and o sulmble
Asirict has been sot aside snd prop-
oIy zoned Tor tho® purpose,  Thls
uus heen donn, Mro Janss declarsd,
ihrough the co-uperation of  aity
planning experts whe have xhause
fively  studiea the  fpest  ujversity
romminiiics I the country,

Sound trayvels Iaster throuch the
earth than over the alr, a discovery
ine ubtutored Indian raade ayes ago
whtn he fearnied e put hls esr to the
cround to henr the fooistwps of the
MCMYT.
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NAME YOUK LIBRARY BRANCH
Los Angeles Times (1923-Current File); Feb 27, 1927,

ProQuest Historical Newspapers Los Angeles Times (2881 - 19873
acP§ €20 . %0 5 3¢ 2

Ab the suggestion of Orra E. Mmmfta, prasident of the ’ﬁmr&
T of mhém Commissioners,ond Jover of California history and genealogy,
the board ls imf&tmgawe mt&zans of Los Angeles t6 ald in the selection
of ten individusls rpost prominent in the llterature, educatlonal de-
velopment and histofy of the State of Uslifornia. Thess names are to
be used on the baais of gelection for -the nomenclature of future
pranch lUbraries. Among the branches aiready nsmed to commemorate
those who have coniributed to Californie progress ure the. following:

Helen Hunt Jackson, Richard Henry Desne, Johmn €. Fremont,
Washington Irving (connected Indirectly with the ploneer history of
Oregon aud Bpanish influence of Californls,) Alessandro (character
of the story og Ramona,) Bret Harte, Johu Mulr, Plo Plco and Robert
Lonis Btevenson, . ‘
~ Here !s a chancy to put on your thinking caps and name your fa-
vorite Californian, &8s well as bave s hand in the christenlng of
new-branch librories.

Bend sugpections to pumzcit}y director, Los Angeler Public Libmry,
530 South Hope street, | .

%L%%@@ﬂ%*ﬂ%%ﬁﬂzﬁﬁﬂgﬁfﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁi

BTy

ﬁ%& iﬁﬂﬁg%htfﬂLﬂiﬁfggﬁhw'*””ﬁi“%“ M0 42 0 S S S W S g B Sl S S0 B B0 %2 %2 0 B 92 %2 Yl B % 84 b g S
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Word Given to Close Library Branch July 1
Lo Angeles Times -~ "2 3-Current File); Apr 27, 1958,
ProQuest Historic spapers Los Angeles Times {1881 - 1987)

pe. GY9

ord Given fo
Close Library
Branch July 1

HIGHLAND PARK--Thel

Richard Henry Dana branch
library of the Los Angeles
City Library System will be!
closed July 1, City Librarian
Harold Hamill has an-
neunced,
[ Tiamil safd the branch, lo-
‘cated at 33203 Pepper Ave, is
being closed because of 2
continuing decreass in book
circulation,

He polnted out that the
average branch library in
the city syatem hag an an-
aual circulation of 123,000
bopks while the Dana branch
circulation figure for the last
year was only 26,000, -

Laocalion Blamed

Reason for the elreulation
problem of the braneh ig its
location, Hamill said. He
sald the branch building is
located In a geopraphleal
porket which iz blacked off
on two sides, On one side
iz the Mt, Washington area,
a hilly and sparsely lnhab-
ited district, and on the oth-
er iz the vast Southern Pa-
cific yards.

“We would have {o have
an average cireulation of at
lezat 33,000 books annually
to make the branch pay for
itz maintenance and gtaff.
Now it iz a losing proposi-
tion,” he said,

Qthers Show Increase

Hamill sald the decrease
in circulation s an unusual
otcurangz [ the system. He
said ithat all other branches
in the elty, with the excep-
tion of two others which are
being closed down alse, ars
showing an increase in cir-
culation figures.

The staff at the Dana
branch, which consists of
two librarians, will be trans-
ferred to other branches in
the area.

Afier the braneh is closed,
residents in the area will
have to use the Hbrary facik
itfes at elther the Lincoln
Heights branch or the Ar
rove Beco hraneh in High-
larddl Park, The nearest, the
Arroyo Seco branch, s ap-
proximately three miles from
the Dana branch. i

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



Petitons Against Close of Library Expected
Los Angeles Fimes (1923-Currer File); May
ProQuest Historical Newspaper.
pe. GVE

7z % m

4, 1958;

8 Angeles Times (1881 - [987)

]

HIGHLAND PARK—Peti-
tions bearing more than 1000
signatures are scheduled fo
be ready for presentation to
the Log Angeles City Libra-
ry Board by midweek asking
for reconsideration of the
decision to close the Richard
Henry Dana branch library
July 1.

The branch,
3320 Pepper Ave., is being
closed because of a continu-
ing decrease in book circu-
lation, library officiais have
said.

Residents in the area, led
by Mrs, Gloria Engebretson
and Mrs. Alan Huss, main-
tain that the closing of the
library will have grave ef-
fects on the community sur-
rounding the library.

Part Time Classroom

They feel the closing of
the branch will hurt the
educational program in the
community. There are four
elementary schools and one
junior high school using the
facility as a part time class-
room.

The reference library at

located at!

students in the preparation
of reports and school studies.
Hareld Hamill, Los An-
geles City Librarian, said
last month the average
branch library in the city
system had an annual circu-
lation of 125,000 books while
the Dana branch circulation
last year was only 26,000.
He pointed out that the
branch is located in a geo-
graphical pocket which is
blocked off on two sides. On
|one side is the Mt, Washing-

|ton area, a hilly and sparse-
iy inhabited district, and on
the other are the vast South-
ern. Pacific freight yards.
Hamill said that the li-

|brary board wants each
| branch to have a minimum

teireulation of 33,000 books

annually, He said thal
.when circulation of books
falls below this figure, he
feels the branch should be
. cloged,

If it iz closed, the residents
of the area around the libra-
ry branch will have to use
either the Arroyo Seco facili-
ty in eastern Highland Park
or the Lincoln Heights

the branch is also used by branch.
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Area Residents Battle to ¥ ~p Library Open

Los Angeles Times (1923-Curren.  12); May 11, 1958;

ProQuest Historical Newspapers Los Angeles Times (1881 - 1987)
pg. GV1

HIGHLAND PARK - In July 1 because of its small

response to pleas from loca} circulation. ’

. =Q d Since the announcement,
residents, the 1858-59 budget vesidents of the area have

request of the Los Angeles (0. "g 03 oFletters to
Library Board has been al- Hamill, the library board
tered to include an additional and Councilman John Hol-
$9000 for the opération of land, asking the deecision to

Richard Henry Dana branch close the facility be recon-

at 3320 Pepper St. . sidered. ..
Last month City Librarian Hamill said the number of

Hareld Hamill’ announced Pleas received in his office
dicated there was more of

_ ) in
the branch would be closed _ need for the facility than

circulation figures indicated.)

The final decision of
whether the Hibrary will re-
main open will not be known
until after June 1, Hamill
said. He said the revised re-
guest is in’ the hands of
Mavor Poulson and should
be presented to the Cily
Council for final approval
June 1. . :

Mayor in Favor

" He said the Mayor has in-
dicated he is -in favor of
keeping the branch open.
Councilman Holland has
also voiced approval of keep-
ing the facility, he said.
In his original explanation
of the closure of the branch,
Hamill said the circulation
wag far below the average
for branch libraries. He said
one of the, eirculation prob-

lems was faégmphi&
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Dana Library’s Book Circulation Increases

Los Angeles Tgmes (1923-Current File); Aug 3, 1958;

ProQuest Historical Newspapers Los Angeles Times (188} - 1987)
pg? GV6

H‘iGHLﬁNB PARK e
Book circulation at Richard
Henry Dana Branch Library
has increased by more than
1500 volumes in the past
year, library officials have
disclosed.
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Renaming of Library P-ched to Stall Criticism, Councilinen Say

IRV BURLEIGH

Los Angeles Times (1923 .ot File; Dec 31, 1971,
ProQuest Historical Newspapers Los Angeles Times (1881 - 19873

pe. SFi8

CEREMONIES SET THURSDAY

BY IRV BURLEIGH
Times Slaf! Wrllar

Official ceremonigs io
renzme the Sherman Caks
branch library for a de-
ceased civie leader are be-
ing rushed by the Lilwary
Board to head off growing
eriticism, Councilmen
Donald Lorenzen and Joel

"Wache vharged Thursday,

The board voted 4-1 on
Get, 20 to eomply with
Mayor Bam Yorty's re-
guest that the branch li-
brary be renamed for the
jate Martin Poliard,

Backed by Chamber

Yorty said it would be "3
suitable way to honor the
memory of this cutstand-
ing citizen who died in
April, 1970.%

He added that the Sher.
man Oaks Chamber of
Ceommerce "whpleheart-
edly supporis® ‘Tenaming
the library for the former
airport commissioner un-
der three successive may-
ors, the first reciplent of
the Valley's atnuval "Fer-
nande Awsard” and long-
time proprietor of an auto-
mobile agency.

The Libravians Guild,
representing professional
librarians, on Nov. 24 pre-
sented the board with a
600-name petition oppos-
ing the name change.

Citizen Coammittes

The guild acknowledped
Pollard's services on Dbe-
half of civie, political and
-charitable causesy but
protested thai the board
was departing from a
lonp-term policy of naming
branch libraries for com-
munities, ’

Filty-two of Lthe city's 81
branch libraries are
named for the geographi-
cal areas they service. The

nther nine are named for
literary and California his-
torical figures In accor
dante with a former poll-
oy

represeniing a citizen
comrnittee born of a nu-
cleus of Sherman Oszks
housewives, appeared be-
fore the library Board fo
protest the renaming on
Dee, 8,

She agserted that the
policy of naming libraries
for the communities they
serve not only made them
easier to find bui *shields
library hoards from the
pressures of elected offi-
cials and special interest
groups wanting public -
braries named in honor of
their favorites.” )

Reguest Denled
Mrs, Rochlin reminded

‘the board that only 10

days -before it received
Yarty's reguest, it had
realfimmed -its pelicy on
"pecgraphical name desig

nation only” by turning

down a reguest to name a
branch library for Charles
¥, Lummis, California hiz-
torian, author and librari-
an, .

Similar past Tequests
from Counclimen John
Ferraro, Gilbert Lindsay
and Arthur Snyder also
have been relused by the
board, she said. She added
that, in accord with policy,
two years ago the board
repamed the Richard Hens
ry Dana Library the {y-
press Park branch, and
the Hernry Adams Library

was renamed Atwater Li-'

brary.

Councilman Joel Waths,
responding to the protest
of eonstituents, introduced
a resoiution in City Coun-
cil on Dec. 10 azking the

Mrs. Harriet BRochlin,

hoard io reconsider its ac
tisn, The resclution is due
to come befara the council
Park and Recreation Com-
mitice on Tuesday,

But on Wednesday the
board issued a press re-
lease announcing a Jist of
dignitaries *scheduled to
take part” In the official
renaming ceremonies at
14245 Moorpark St. on
Thursday at noon,

Mayor Sam Yorty heads
the dignitary Hst, along
with Rep. Barry Coldwa-
ter Jr. (2Tth Dist.); State
den, Lou Cusanovich (R-
Sherman  Qaks}:  Assem-
blyman Charles J. Conrad
(R-Sherman Qaks); Coun-
ty Supervisor William
Van Dusen, president of
Sherman Oaks Chamber of
Commerce, Mrs. Martin
Pollard, {he library com-
missioners and even Coun-
cilman Wachs,

"They have put out a
press release saying I am
going to be thare, and I
didn't. even knaw ahout
it," Wachs told Lorenzen
as they discussed the
developing situation after
the regular City Council
session Thursday,

'"Rushing 1t'

"Sam hag handed down
the word and they are
rushing it," said Lorenzen
in obvious reference to
Yorty's wishes,

Library budgels and
some ether phases of opep-
ation gome under the jur
isdiction of the commiliee
Lorenzen heads, but he
conceded:

*it's an Independent de-
partment and can do what
it wants, but that hoard
has Lo come 1o us for a Iot
of other things”

"There will he 30 re-
guesls for library name
changes io pay for a pres-
jdential campaign, said
Wachs in an ebvious refer-
ence to Yorty's aspira-
tions,
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December 2, 1926:

April 17, 1944

June 10, 1944:

February 6, 1950:

Building Permit History
3320 Pepper Street
Cypress Park

Building Permit No. 35121 for construetion of a 1-story 65> X
75 8-room frame library at 3320 Pepper Street on Lots 70 and
71, Hampton Heights. Special Ord. 56544 repealing setback.
Owner: The Board of Library Commissioners

Architect: Harry Sims Bent

Contractor: Morthland Construction Company

Cost: $20,704.00

Building Permit No. 7070 to repair siding as necessary and
remodeling office.

Owner: Los Angeles Public Library

Architect: None

Contractor: Dewait Construction, Inc.

Cost: $140.00

Building Permit No. 10453 to tear out floor joists and floor and
replace same as necessary.

Owner: John Getz

Ownmer: 1.os Angeles Public Library

Architect: None

Contractor: Dewait, Inc.

Cost: $400.00

Building Permit No. LA05613 to scope of work is completely
itlegible.

Owner: Los Angeles Library

Architect: None

Engineer: None

Contractor: Arthur Readier Jr.

Cost: $170.00



May 24; 1959:

August 5, 1975:

January 20, 1976:

Building Permit No. 1.A33204 for termite repairs.
Owner: L. A. Library

Architect: None

Engineer: None

Contractor: Cal-Nev Termite Control

Cost: $350.00

Building Permit No. LA11698 to provide security bars on
windows & replace glass doors with wood.

Owner: Bureau of Public Buildings

Architect: Owner

Engineer: Owner

Contractor: Owner

Cost: 1,000.00

Building Permit No. LA19966 to install new 18° X 8 restroom.
Owner: Bureau of Public Buildings

Architect: None

Engineer: None

Contractor: Owner

Cost: $1,500.00
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Richard Henry Dana Branch Library
Photographs

Richard Henry Dana Branch Library, 3320 Pepper Street, April 7, 2009 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher}

Richard Henry Dana Branch Library, 3320 Pepper Street, April 7, 2009 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher)
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Richard Henry Dana Branch Library, 332G Pepper Street, April 7, 2009 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher)
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Richard Henry Dana Branch Library, North doriner, 3320 Pepper Street, April 7, 2009 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher)



Richard Henry Dana Branch Library, secondary porch, 3320 Peppér S‘treet, .Aprr‘l 7, 2009 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher)
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Richard Henry Dana Branhmli-ﬂ?rary, 3320 Pepper Sireet, April 7, 2009 (



Richard Henry Dana Branch Library, 3 320 Pepper St. in May 2008 showing front door Photograph Sfrom Creative C ommons)

Richard Herry Dana Branch Library, 3320 Pepper Street in 1945 (Photograph by Dick Whitington, LAPL)



Richard Henry Dana Branch Libary, rading a story, unknown date (Phofo:grdph ﬁomP



Richard nry Dana Branch Lzbrary, group ofo 1940s (hotograph ﬁm LAP



Richard Henry Dana Branch Library, break room (early photo-current condition unknown), 3320 Pepper Stree!
(Photograph from LAPL)
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