
"Creating a Humane LA" 
 

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER 
 

Visit our website at www.LAAnimalServices.com 

BOARD OF 
ANIMAL SERVICES 
COMMISSIONERS 

______ 
 

ALISON McBETH-FEATHERSTONE 
PRESIDENT 

 
OLIVIA E. GARCIA 

VICE PRESIDENT 
 

______ 
 
 

COMMISSIONERS 
 

JAMES JENSVOLD 

ALEXANDER KASENDORF 

YVETTE SMITH 

 

 

City of Los Angeles  
CALIFORNIA 

 
 

KAREN BASS 
MAYOR 

DEPARTMENT OF 
ANIMAL SERVICES 
221 N. Figueroa Street 
6TH Floor, Suite #600 

Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 

(888) 452-7381 
FAX (213) 482-9511  

______ 
 

ANNETTE G. RAMIREZ 
INTERIM GENERAL MANAGER 

 
CURTIS R. WATTS 

ASSISTANT GENERAL MANAGER 
Administration 

 
 

DR. JEREMY PRUPAS 
CHIEF VETERINARIAN 

October 16, 2025 
 
 
The Honorable Karen Bass 
Mayor, City of Los Angeles 
200 N. Spring Street, Room 303 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 
The Honorable City Council 
c/o City Clerk 
Room 395, City Hall 
200 N. Spring Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 
Dear Honorable Members: 
 
RE: EXECUTIVE DIRECTIVE NO. 3 REVIEW TO AUTHORIZE THE ACCEPTANCE OF 

AN $800,000 GRANT FROM THE AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR THE PREVENTION 
OF CRUELTY TO ANIMALS TO FUND CANINE ENRICHMENT COORDINATOR 
CONTRACT NO. C-145696, AND APPROVAL OF GRANT AGREEMENT 

 
In accordance with the Mayor’s Executive Directive No. 3, attached for your review is an 
$800,000 grant agreement with the American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals 
(ASPCA) for the funding of the Department of Animal Service’s (Department) Canine 
Enrichment Services contract with Dogs Playing for Life. 
 
The Department executed a three-year contract with Dogs Playing for Life with total 
compensation not to exceed $4.6 million, with assigned contract number C-145696 
(Agreement).  The term of the Agreement is from July 9, 2024 to July 8, 2027.  Funding for 
the Agreement is contingent on funds provided in the City of Los Angeles Adopted Budgets 
for each year of the Agreement.  Sufficient funds were provided for the first year of the 
Agreement.  The 2025-26 Adopted Budget provided sufficient funds for six months of the 
second year of the Agreement.  Without additional funding, the Department will likely be 
required to terminate the Agreement in January 2026.  The Canine Enrichment Services 
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contract is needed for the Department’s efforts to enhance animal welfare across all six City 
Animal Services Centers. 
 
On August 8, 2025, the ASPCA awarded the Department an $800,000 grant to provide an 
additional six-months of funding for the Agreement to allow for continued canine enrichment 
services. 
 
The Department requests approval to: 
 

• Accept the $800,000 grant from the American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals (ASPCA) for the funding of the Department’s Canine Enrichment Services 
contract between Dogs Playing for Life (Contract No. C-145696); and 
 

• Disburse the grant funds in accordance with the provision of the attached grant 
agreement. 

 
The Department requests authorization: 
 

• For the Controller to: 
a. Establish a receivable from the American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty 

to Animals in the amount of $800,000 within Fund 859, Department 6; 
b. Appropriate $800,000 to Account No. 06XXXX, ASPCA Grant-Canine 

Enrichment Services, within Fund 859, Department 6; 
c. Transfer $800,000 from Fund 859, Department 6, Account No. 06XXXX to Fund 

100, Department 6, Account 003040 Contractual Services, which will be 
encumbered for contract number C-145696; and, 
 

• To prepare Controller instructions for any necessary technical adjustments, subject to 
the approval of the City Administrative Officer, and authorize the Controller to 
implement instructions. 

 
There will be no financial impact to the General Fund.  Acceptance of this grant will enable 
the Department to pay Dogs Playing for Life for the entire second year of canine enrichment 
services. 
 
Should you have questions or need additional information regarding this request, please 
contact Sharon Lee, Senior Management Analyst II, at (213) 482-9554. 
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Respectfully submitted, 
 

 
 
Annette G. Ramirez 
Interim General Manager 
 
c: Jacqueline Reyes, Office of the City Administrative Officer 
 
Attachment: Grant Agreement 
 
AGR:SCL:JBG 
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Report to the Board of Animal Services Commissioners 

MEETING DATE:  September 25, 2025 PREPARED BY:  Jennifer Curiel 

REPORT DATE:  September 18, 2025 TITLE:  District Supervisor 

SUBJECT: ACCEPTANCE OF AN $800,000 GRANT FROM THE AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR 
THE PREVENTION OF CRUELTY TO ANIMALS TO FUND CANINE ENRICHMENT 
COORDINATOR CONTRACT NO. C-145696, AND APPROVAL OF GRANT 
AGREEMENT 

BOARD ACTION RECOMMENDED: 

1. APPROVE a grant agreement with American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals
(ASPCA) to receive $800,000 in funding for the Department’s Canine Enrichment Services
contract with Dogs Playing for Life (Contract No. C-145696), in substantially the form attached
as Attachment 1;

2. AUTHORIZE the Controller to:
a. Establish a receivable from American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals

in the amount of $800,000 within Fund 859, Department 6;
b. Appropriate $800,000 to Account No. 06XXXX, ASPCA Grant-Canine Enrichment

Services, within Fund 859, Department 6;
c. Transfer $800,000 from Fund 859, Department 6, Account No. 06XXXX to Fund 100,

Department 6, Account 003040 Contractual Services, which will be encumbered for
contract number C-145696;

3. AUTHORIZE the Department of Animal Services, or designee, to prepare Controller
Instructions for any necessary technical adjustments, subject to the approval of the City
Administrative Officer, and authorize the Controller to implement the instructions;

4. REQUEST the City Council to approve the Department’s acceptance of the $800,000 grant
from the ASPCA;

5. DIRECT staff to transmit the Board’s recommendation to the City Council; and,
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Report to the Board of Animal Services Commissioners 
SUBJECT: ACCEPTANCE OF AN $800,000 GRANT FROM THE AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR THE 
PREVENTION OF CRUELTY TO ANIMALS TO FUND CANINE ENRICHMENT COORDINATOR 
CONTRACT NO. C-145696, AND APPROVAL OF GRANT AGREEMENT 

6. APPROVE the disbursement of these funds restricted for the purpose of the grant.

BACKROUND: 

On November 14, 2023, the Board of Animal Services Commissioners (Board) authorized the 
Department of Animal Services (Department) to release a Request for Proposals (RFP) to select a 
qualified, experienced canine enrichment provider to provide a Canine Enrichment Services Program 
at all six City Animal Service Centers.  After the RFP process was completed, on May 14, 2024, the 
Board approved an agreement with Dogs Playing for Life (DPFL) for a three-year term with total 
compensation not to exceed $4.6 million, with assigned contract number C-145696 (Agreement).  The 
term of the Agreement is from July 9, 2024 to July 8, 2027. 

Funding for the Agreement is contingent on funds provided in the City of Los Angeles Adopted Budgets 
for each year of the Agreement.  Sufficient funds were provided for the first year of the Agreement.  
The 2025-26 Adopted Budget provided sufficient funds for six months of the second year of the 
Agreement.  Without additional funding, the Department will likely be required to terminate the 
Agreement in January 2026. 

The Canine Enrichment Services contract is needed for the Department’s efforts to enhance animal 
welfare across all six City Animal Service Centers.  Since implementation, the enrichment provided 
has demonstrated significant benefits to the dogs in the Department’s care, which includes reduced 
stress and behavioral challenges, and improved socialization.  DPFL’s expertise and consistent 
services have been instrumental in achieving these outcomes, contributing directly to the Department’s 
lifesaving mission.  Without continued funding, the Department risks disrupting these critical services, 
which would have a direct and negative impact on the wellbeing of shelter dogs and could hinder the 
Department’s progress toward improving adoption rates and overall animal care.  Accepting these 
grant funds will ensure funding for the second year of the Agreement, which will continue canine 
enrichment services to the dogs in the Department’s care. 

SUMMARY: 

On August 8, 2025, the American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (ASPCA) awarded 
the Department an $800,000 grant to provide an additional six-months of funding for the Agreement 
to allow for continued canine enrichment services.  Accepting this grant will enable the Department to 
continue working with DPFL without disruption to services providing canine enrichment through dog 
playgroups, which encourage normal socialization with people and other dogs to combat Fear, Anxiety, 
and Stress (FAS) resulting in negative emotional and physical impacts of long-term shelter 
confinement. 

Staff recommends that the Board approve a grant agreement with ASPCA, in substantially the form 
attached to this Report as Attachment 1, allowing the Department to receive the $800,000 of funding. 
Staff also recommends that the Board request the City Council to accept the grant. 

In its FY 2026-27 budget request, the Department will include a request for the third year of funding. 
If these funds are provided, the Department will be able to pay DPFL for the third and final year of 
canine enrichment services as specified in the Agreement. 
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Report to the Board of Animal Services Commissioners 
SUBJECT: ACCEPTANCE OF AN $800,000 GRANT FROM THE AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR THE 
PREVENTION OF CRUELTY TO ANIMALS TO FUND CANINE ENRICHMENT COORDINATOR 
CONTRACT NO. C-145696, AND APPROVAL OF GRANT AGREEMENT 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

There is no financial impact to the General Fund.  Acceptance of this grant will enable the Department 
to pay DPFL for the entire second year of canine enrichment services. 

Approved: 

____________________________________ 
Annette G. Ramirez,  Interim General Manager 

Attachment 1 – Grant Agreement 

BOARD ACTION: 

________ Passed Disapproved ________ 

________ Passed with noted modifications Continued ________ 

________ Tabled New Date ________ 

X
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