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Los Angeles City Council
Room 395, City Hall ‘ ) :
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Attention: Sharon Gin, Legislative Assistant
Planning and Land Use Management Committee

CASE NUMBER: CHC-2012-XXXX-HCM
WEST BOULEVARD BRIDGE
CROSSING VENICE BOULEVARD BETWEEN 18™ PLACE
AND VICTORIA PARK DRIVE

At the Cultural Heritage Commission meeting of October 4, 2012, the Commission moved to include the
above property in the list of Historic-Cultural Monument, subject to adoption by the City Council,

As required under the provisions of Section 22.171.10 of the Los Angeles Administrative Code, the
Commission has solicited opinions and information from the office of the Council District in which the site is
located and from any Department or Bureau of the city whose operations may be affected by the designation
of such site as a Historic-Cultural Monument. Such designation in and of itself has no fiscal impact. Future
applications for permits may cause minimal administrative costs.

~The City Council, according to the guidelines set forth in Section 22.171 of the Los Angeles Administrative
Code, shall act on the proposed inclusion to the list within 90 days of the Council or Commission action,
whichever first occurs. By resolution, the Council may extend the period for good cause for an additional 15
days.

The Cuitural Heritage Commission would appreciate your inclusion of the subject modification to the list of
Historic-Cultural Monuments upon adoption by the City Council. ,

The above Cultural Heritage Commission action was taken by the following vote:

Moved: Commissioner Louie . W
Seconded: Commissioner Barron '

Ayes: Commissioners Kennard and Scott

Absent: Commissioner Hamacher

Vote: 4-0 ' ’L .
- iby\ﬂéer <
- FelyJC. Pingbl, Commission Executive Assistant
Cultural Heritage Commission -

Attachment. Application

c Councilmember Herb Wesson, Tenth Council District
Mitzi March Mogul
GiS
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West Adams Heritage Association
c/o Mitzi March Mogul
1725 Wellington Road CERTIFIED MAIL
Los Angeles, CA 90019 RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED
CASE NUMBER: CHC-2012-X000¢(-HCM
WEST BOULEVARD BRIDGE

CROSSING VENICE BOULEVARD BETWEEN 18TH PLACE
AND VICTORIA PARK DRIVE

As you will note from the attached copy of our communication fo the Los Angeleé City Council, the
Cultural Heritage Commission has moved to include the above-referenced property in the list of Historic-
Cultural monuments, subject to adoption by the City Council.

In due course, our fransmittal will be given a council file number and will be referred to the CounciPs
Planning and Land Use Management Committee for review and recommendation. If you are interested in
attending the Council Committee meeting, you should call Sharon Gin at (213) 978-1074 for information
as fo the time and place of the Committee and City Council meetings regarding this matter. Please give
Ms. Gin at least one week from the date of this letter to schedule this item on the Committee Agenda
before you call her. .

The above Cultural Heritage Commission action was taken by the following vote;

Moved: Commissioner Louie

Seconded: Commissioner Barron

Ayes: Commissioners Kennard and Scott
Absent: Commissioner Hamacher

Vote: 4-0

I

Fely C. FihgdT, Commission Executive Assistant
Culiural Heritage Commission

Attachment: Application

B Councilmember Herb Wesson, Tenth Council District
GIS



Los Angeles Department of City Planning
RECOMMENDATION REPORT

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION CASE NO.: CHC-2012-xxxx-HCM
HEARING DATE: October 4, 2012 - Location: Crossing Venice Boulevard between 16"
TIME: 10:00 AM Place and Victoria Park Drive
PLACE:; : City Hall, Room 1010 Councit District: 10
200 N. Spring Street Community Plan Area: West Adams-Baldwin Hills-
Los Angeles, CA Leimert
90012 Area Planning Comm:ssmn South Los Angeles

Neighborhood Council: Mid City
Legal Description:

PROJECT: - ' Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the

"WEST BOULEVARD BRIDGE |
REQUEST: Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monumént
APPLICANT: West Adams Heritage Association
PREPARER: Mitzi March Mogul

1725 Wellington Road
Los Angeles, CA 20019

.OWNER: City of Los Angeles
RECOMMENDATION That the Cultural Heritage Commission:

1. Declare the structure a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los Angeles Administrative
Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Articie 1, Section 22.171.7

2. Adopt the report findings.
MICHAEL J. LOGRANDE

Director of Planning @
. ‘ <
L %A S\

Keh Bernstein, AICP, Manager Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect
Office of Historic Resources Office of Historic Resources

e

Edgar Garcia, Preservation Planner
Ofﬂce of Historic Resources
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FINDINGS

1. The property “embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an archifectural type
specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style or method of construction” as
an example of a pre-WWil Classical-Art Deco style bridge.

2. The property reflects “the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State
or community” for its association with the development of the Lafayette Square and
Victoria Park communities. - '

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (“CEQA”) FINDINGS

The Commission hereby recommends that Council find the proposed designhation of the West
Boulevard Bridge as a Historic-Cuitural Monument to be exempt from further analysis under the
California Environmental Quality Act pursuant to Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations,
Sections 15308 (Class 8) and 15331 (Class 31).

CRITERIA

The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of
particular historic or cultural significance fo the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose
individual genius influenced his age.

SUMMARY

Constructed in 1933, this reinforced concrete bridge exhibits character-defining features of
Classical-Art Deco style. Built across Venice Boulevard and located on West Boulevard, the
structure is used as a roadway between 16" Place and Victoria Park Drive. The bridge’s span
consists of a double-arch span with a minor, closed spandrel element. Three pillars support the
viaduct with the center support dividing the Venice roadway below. Round fluted ornamental
light posts surmount the bridge and sit on plinths decorated in a geometric, incised flower
design. Smali arched openings perforate the deck’s balustrade. Denticulation and a slight zig-
zag design extends over the length of the structure. Two staircases on the east side of the
bridge display metal hand rails with an 'S-scroll’ design. One east staircase, located near the
center of the bridge also has three concrete corbels embellishing the underside of the stair
freads.

in 1933 under the leadership of Merrill Butler, the Los Angeles Department of Engineering (now
Bureau of Engineering) designed the bridge, with its construction contracted to the Lynch-
Cannon Engineering Company. The consfruction of the structure developed alongside the
growth of the nearby historic neighborhoods of Lafayette Square and Victoria Park. The Pacific
Electric Railways’ Venice Short Line, which ran on what was then 16™ Street (now the southerly
lanes of Venice Boulevard), was the most heavily-used beach line out of urban Los Angeles. A
significant event that possibly influenced the construction of the bridge was the 1913 Pacific
Electric train accident at Vineyard Junction, a stop on the Short Line located a block west of
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West Boulevard. An incoming train had crashed head-on info a frain stopped at Vineyard,
resutting in the deaths of approximately 15 people. Speculated blame lay at the employees’
inexperience and miscommunication, as well as at the company for allowing congested rail
traffic to occur at the risk of people’s lives. it was tragedies such as this that created a public
discourse on the need of pedesirian crossings, or easements, at rail lines.

By 1920, it was seen as necessary by the city to build a bridge across the Venice tracks
because students living in the area needed to safely commute to Los Angeles High School. A
wooden viaduct was constructed that year. By 1933, the more modern and efficient concrete
subject structure replaced the wooden structure.

Alterations include the widening of the roadway by removal of much of the east sidewalk.
Previously straddled by two pedestrian walkways, the structure’s east walkway has been
reduced to a 1-foot wide raised curb, while the west path has retained its 5-foot width. Because
the east sidewalk is no longer safe for pedestrians, the entrances (accessible via the previously
mentioned stairs) to this path have been closed off with aluminum fencing.

DISCUSSION

The West Boulevard Bridge successfully meets two of the specified Historic~-Cultural Monument
criteria: 1) "embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type specimen,
inherently valuable for a study of a period style or method of construction” and 2) reflects “the
broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community.” As an example of
a pre-WWIi Classical-Art Deco style bridge and for its association with the development of the
Lafayette Square and Victoria Park communities, the structure qualifies for designation as a
Historic-Cultural Monument based on these criteria.

BACKGROUND

At its meeting of August 2, 2012, the Cultural Heritage Commission voted to take the application
under consideration. On September 6, 2012, the Cultural Heritage Commission toured the
subject structure. '

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (“CEQA”) REVIEW

State of California CEQA Guidelines, Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 “consists of actions
taken by regulafory agencies, as authorized by state or local ordinance, to assure the
maintenance, restoration, enhancement, or protection of the environment where the regulatory
process involves procedures for profection of the environment.”

State of Califoernia CEQA Guidelines Article 19, Section 15331, Class 31 “consists of projects
limited to maintenance, repair, stabilization, rehabilitation, restoration, preservation,
conservation or reconstruction of historical resources in a manner consistent with the Secrefary
of the Interior's Standards for the Treatment of Historic Propeities with Guidelines for
Preserving, Rehabilitating, Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic buildings.”

The designation of the West Boulevard Bridge as a Historic-Cultural Monument in accordance
with Chapter 9, Article 1, of The City of Los Angeles Administrative Code ("LAAC”) will ensure
that future construction activities involving the subject property are regulated in accordance with
Section 22.171.14 of the LAAC. The purpose of the designation is to prevent significant impacts
to a Historic-Cultural Monument through the application of the standards set forth in the LAAC.
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Without the regulation imposed by way of the pending designation, the historic significance and
integrity of the subject property could be lost through incompatible alterations and new
construction and the demolition of irreplaceable historic structures. The Secretary of the
Interior's Standards of Rehabilitation are expressly incorporated info the LAAC and provide
standards concerning the historically appropriate construction activities which will ensure the
continued preservation of the subject property. :

The use of Categorical Exemption Class 8 in connection with the proposed designation is
consistent with the goals of maintaining, restoring, enhancing, and protecting the environment
through the imposition of regulations designed to prevent the degradation of Historic-Cultural
Monuments.

The use of Categorical Exemption Class 31 in connection with the proposed designation is
consistent with the goals relating to the preservation, rehabilitation, restoration and
reconstruction of Historic buildings in a manner consistent with the Secretary of the Interior's
Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for Preserving Rehabilitating,
Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic Buildings.




Los Angeles Department of City Planning
RECOMMENDATION REPORT

CULTURAIL HERITAGE COMMISSION CASE NO.: CHC-2012-x0xx-HCM

HEARING DATE:  August 2, 2012 ' Location: Crossing Venice Boulevard between 16%
TIME: 10:00 AM Place and Victoria Park Drive
PLACE: City Hall, Room 1010 Councit District: 10
200 N. Spring Street Community Plan Area: West Adams-Baldwin Hills-
Los Angeles, CA Leimert
- 80012 Area Planning Commission: South Los Angeles

Neighborhood Council: Mid City
Legal Description:

PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the
WEST BOULEVARD BRIDGE

REQUEST: Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument

APPLICANT: West Adams Heritage Association

PREPARER: Mitzi March Mogul

1725 Wellington Road
l.os Angeles, CA 90019 |

OWNER: City of Los Ange[es. _
RECOMMENDATION That the Cultural Heritage Commission:

1. Take the property under consideration as a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los
Angeles Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.10
because the application and accompanying photo documentatlon suggest the submittal
may warrant further investigation.

2. Adopt the report findings.

MICHAEL J. LOGRANDE

Director of Planning "~

Ken Bernstein, AICP, Manager Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Archltect
Office of Historic Resources Office of H;stonc Resources

Prepared by:

Edgdar Garcia, Preservation Planner
Office of Historic Resources
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SUMMARY

Constructed in 1933, this reinforced concrete bridge exhibits character-defining features of
Classical-Art Deco style. Built across Venice Boulevard and located on West Boulevard, the
structure is used as a roadway between 16™ Place and Victoria Park Drive. The bridge's span
consists of a double-arch span with a minor, closed spandrel element. Three pillars support the
viaduct with the center support dividing the Venice roadway below. Round fluted ornamental
light posts surmount the bridge and sit on plinths decorated in a geometric, incised flower
design. Small arched openings perforate the deck’s balustrade. Denticufation and a slight zig-
zag design extends over the length of the structure. Two staircases on the east side of the
bridge display metal hand rails with an 'S-scroll’ design. One east staircase, located near the
center of the bridge also has three concrete corbels embellishing the underside of the stair
freads.

In 1933 under the leadership of Merrill Butler, the Los Angeles Department of Engineering (now
Bureau of Engineering) designed the bridge, with its construction contracted to the Lynch-
Cannon Engineering Company. The construction of the structure developed alongside the
growth of the nearby historic neighborhoods of Lafayette Square and Victoria Park. The Pacific
Electric Railways’ Venice Short Line, which ran on what was then 16" Street (now the southerly
lanes of Venice Boulevard}, was the most heavily-used beach line out of urban Los Angeles. A
significant event that possibly influenced the construction of the bridge was the 1913 Pacific
Electric train accident at Vineyard Junction, a stop on the Short Line located a block west of
West Boulevard. An incoming train had crashed head-on into a train stopped at Vineyard,
resulting in the deaths of approximately 15 people. Speculated blame lay at the employees’
inexperience and miscommunication, as well as at the company for allowing congested rail
traffic to occur at the risk of people’s lives. It was tragedies such as this that created a public
discourse on the need of pedestrian crossings, or easements, at rail lines.

By 1920, it was seen as necessary by the city to build a bridge across the Venice tracks
because students living in the area needed to safely commute to Los Angeles High School. A
wooden viaduct was consfructed that year. By 1933, the more modern and efficient concrete
subject structure replaced the wooden structure. :

Alterations inciude the widening of the roadway by removal of much of the east sidewalk.
Previously straddled by two pedestrian walkways, the structure's east walkway has been
reduced to a 1-foot wide raised curb, while the west path has retained its 5-foot widih. Because
the east sidewalk is no longer safe for pedestrians, the entrances (accessible via the previously
mentioned stairs) to this path have been closed off with aluminum fencing.

CRITERIA

The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon} building or structure of
particular historic or culiural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important
events irl the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose
individual genius influenced his age.
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FINDINGS

Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that
the application is compiete and that the property may be significant enough to warrant further
investigation as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument.




WEST BOULEVARD BRIDGE HCM NOMINATION

Submitted by:

Mitzi March Mogul for West Adams Heritage Association
1725 Wellington Road, Los Angeles, CA 20019
323/734-9980 — Mogulink@sbeglobal.net

July 7, 2012
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SIGNIFICANCE WoRK SHEET
TYPE OR HAXD PRINT IN ALL CAPITAL BLOCK LETTERS

Complete One or Both of the Upper and Lower Portions of This Page

THE WEST BOULEVARD BRIDGE ' IS AN IMPORTANT EXAMPLE OF
NAME OF PROPOSED MONUMENT -

CLASSICAL ART DECO ARCHITECTURE
ARCHITECTURAL STYLE (SFF 1INE 8}

AND MEETS TIIE CULTURAL INERITAGE ORDINANCE BECAUSE OF THE HIGH QUALITY CF ITS DESIGN AND TIHE RETENTION

OF ITS ORIGINAL FORM, DETAILING AND INTEGRITY.

THE WEST BOULEVARD BRIDGE WAS BUILT IN 1933
NAMF. OF PROPOSED MONUMENT. YEAR BUWLT
WEST BOULEVARD BRIDGE WAS IMPORTANT 10 THE

NAME OF FIRST OR SIGNIFICANT OTHER

DRVELOPMENT OF 1.OS ANGFILES RECAUSE it IS associated with events that have made significant contributions to the

broad patterns of local and regional history and it embodies distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of

construction and possesses high artistic values. [is history is directly tied to the development of Lafayette Square and

Victoria Park; its construction is the direct result of a catostrophic accident which also confributed direcily to changes

in traffic/rail/pedestrian safety measures throughout California. It facilitated urban development and was instrumental

in developing transportation patterns which continue to influence the city. SEE ATTACHED SIGNIFICANCE STATE.

HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT
AFPLICATION




HISTORIC-QULTURAL MONUMENT
APPLICATION
TYPE OR HAND PRINT TN ALL CAPITAL BLOCK LETTERS

IDENTIFICATION

1. NAME OF PROPOSED MONUMENT WE_ST BOUL_EVARD BRIDGE

2. STREET ADDREss _ tocafed east of Venicae/San Vicente, over Venice Bivd between 16th Place & Victoria Park Dr.

cITY LOS ANGELES ZIP CODE 90019 COUNCIL DISTRICT 10
3, ASSESSOR'S PARCELNO. __ Neo soetmer  1iae Besad AsSsSened
4. COMPLETE LEGAL DESCRIPTION: TRACT _ S £& A vTac WM ENNT
BLOCK LOT(S) ' ARB, NO.
5. RANGE OF ADDRESSES ON PROPERTY N/A
6. PRESENT OWNER CITY OF LOS ANGELES
STREET ADDRESS E-MAIL ADDRESS:
aITyY STATE 7IP CODE PHONE ()
OWNERSHIP: PRIVATE. PUBLIC___
7. PRESENT USE BRIDGE ORIGINAL USE BRIDGE
DESCRIPTION

$. ARCHITECTURAL STYLE
(SEE STYLE GUIDE)

9. STATE PRESENT PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION OF TIIE SITE OR STRUCTURE (sHE GPTIONAL DECRIPTION, Y7ORK SHEKT. 1 PAGE MAYIMIIM)

SEE ATTACHED DETAILED ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIFTION

HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT
APPLCATION




HIisTORIC-CULTURAL MORUMENT

APPLICATION
NAME oF PROPOSED MONUMENT WEST BOULEVARD BRlDGE
10. CONSTRUGTION DATE: NPENFN APRII 95 1633 FACTUAL: [x]  ESTIMATED: [}

11. ARCHITECT, DESIGNER, OR ENGINEER_MERRILL BUTLER, FOR LOS ANGELES DEPT. OF ENGINEERING

12, CONTRACTOR OR OTHER BUILDER LYNCH-CNNON ENGINEERING COMPANY
13. DATES OF ENCLOSED PHOTOGRAPHS VARIQUS: HISTORIC AND CONTEMPORARY

{1 8310 BLACK AND WHITE GLOSSY AND 1 DIGITAL E-MAILED TO CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSIONELACTTY ORG)

14. CONDITION: W EXCELLENT  [JGoop  [JFAIR [ DETERIORATED || NO LONGER IN EXISTENCE

15. ALTERATIONS_NONE

16. THREATS TO STTF: ¥ NONE KNOWN [ PRIVATE DEVELOPMENT [ VANDALISM PURLIC WORKS PROJECT

[ zoMING [} oTiER

17, 1S THE STRUCTURE: [/ ON ITS ORIGINAL SITE  [_] MOVED UNKNOWN

SIGNIFICANCE

18, BRILALY STATL HISTORICAL AND/OR ARCHITECTURAL IMPORTANCL: INCLUDL DATES, BEVENTS, AND PERSON ASSOCIATUTR

WITH THE STTE (SFF AVSO STGNIFICANCE WORK SHEFT. 750 WORDS MAXIMUR TF GSING ADDFITONAT. SHERTS)

PLEASE SEE ATTACHED SIGNIFICANCE STATEMENT

19. SOURCFS (IST BOOKS. DOCUMENTS, SURVEYS, PERSONAL TTERVIEWS wiTH pATES)_LOS ANGELES TIMES, LOS ANGELES

CITY ARCHIVES, ENGINEERING VAULT, PACIFIC ELECTRIC HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION, USC DIGITAL

LIBRARY, STATE RAILROAD COMMISSION ARCHIVES, LOS ANGELES CITY LIBRARY, ANCESTRY, ETC.

20. DATE FORM PREPARED 07/01/2012 PREPARER'S NAME MITZI MARCH MOGUL

orGANIZATION WEST ADAMS HERITAGE ASSOC. STRERT ADDRESs 1725 WELLINGTON ROAD

crITY LOS ANGELES STATE___CA _71P CODE 90019 priONE (323)734-9980

E-MAIL ADDRESS: MOGULINK@SBCGLOBAL.NET

HISTORIC-CUETURAL MONUNENT
APPLICATION




DESCRIPTION WORK SHEET
TYPE OR IIAKD PRINT IN ALL CATITAL BLOCK LETTERS

—_— WEST BOULEVARD BRIDGE A N/A STORY,
NAME OF PROTOSED MONUMENT NUMBER OF STORIES
CLASSICAL ART DECO - PEAN BRIDGE

ARCHITECTIRAL STYLE (SEE LINE 8 ABOVE) ? ' PLAKN SHAPE {Click to See €hart] STRUCTURE USE (RESIDENCE, ETC.}
WITHL A CEMENT FINISII AND METAL TRIM.
MATTRTAL {WQOD SLINMING, WOOD) SITINGELES, BRICK, STUCCO, RTC)Y MATTRIAL (WOOTY, METAL, ETC)
rrs_ VA ROOF I$ N/A . N/A ,
ROOT SITAPE. {Click to See Chart) MATERTAL {CLAY TILE, ASPTIALT OR WO STTINGLTS, FTC.) WINDOW MATTRIAL
N/A WINDOWS ARE PART OF 'THE DESIGN,

WINDOW TYPE [DOTBIEITING (SLIDES UP & DOWN), CASEMENT {OFFNR OUT), HORIZFONTAT SINOING, FTC)

TITE ENTRY FEATURES A _ DOUBLE ARCH SPAN, EXTENDING FROM 16TH PLACE TO VICTORIA PARK DRIVE

TR LOCATION (RECESRED, CENTEREN, OFF-CENTER, CORNER, RTC.)

N/A . DOOR. ADDITIONAL CHARACTER DEFINING ELEMENTS
ENTEY DOOR STYLE [Click to Seg Chart)

OF THE STRUCTURE ARE._SEE ATTACHED ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION AND PHOTOS
' IDENTIFY ORIGINAL FEATURES SUCH AS PORCHES (SFE CHARTY BALCONIES; NITMBER AND SHADPE OF DORMERS (Chek to Sea Charf)

NUMBER AND LOCATIGN OF CHIMNEVS; SHUTTERS; SECONDARY FINISH MATERIALS, PARATETS, METAL TRIM; DECORATIVE TILE OR CAST STONE, ARCHES;

ORNAMENTAL WOODWORK; SYMMETRY OR ASYMMETRY; CORNICES; FRIEZES; TOWERS OR TUKRETS; BAY WINDOWS; HALFTIMBERING; HORIZONTALLY

VERTICALLY; FORMALITY OR INFORMAUTY; GARDEN WALILS, TTC,

N/A

EDFENTIFY GARAGE; GARDEN SHEETER, EYC.

SECONDARY BUILDINGS CONSIST OF A

SIGNIFICANT INTERIOR SPACES TNCLUDE N/A
THENTIFY ORIGINAL FEATURES SUCIH AS WOOD PANTLING: MOLDINGS ANTY TRIM: SPECIAL GLASS WINDOWS;

ORNATE CEILINGS; PLASTER MOIDINGS: LIGHT FIXTURES; TAINTEL DECORATION; CERAMIC TIME: STAIR BALUSTRADES; BUILT-IN FURNITURE, ETC.

IMPORTANT TANDSCAPTNG INCITIDFPS . NONE A ’

IDERTIFY NOTABLE MATURE TREES AND SHRUBS

HISTORIC-CUETURAL MONUMENT
APPLICATION
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WEST BOULEVARD BRIDGE —SIGNIFICANCE STATEMENT
Submitted by: Mitzi March Mogul for West Adams Heritage Association
1725 Wellington Road, Los Angeles, CA 90019

323/734-9980 Mogulink@gmail.com

The West Boulevard Bridge meets the qualifications for listing as a Historic-Cultural Monument
of the City of Los Angeles because it is associated with events that have made a significant
contribution to the broad patterns of local or regional history and it embodies the distinctive
characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction and possesses high artistic values.

The story and significance of the West Boulevard Bridge, like so much of the story of Los
Angeles, begins with real estate development. As the city pushed West, as new communities were
founded and developed, the need for transportation developed simultaneously. As early as 1902
when the Crenshaw's began buying property, as Moses H. Sherman and Eli P. Clark also
purchased real estate in the area, these developers and entrepreneurs understood that without
adequate transportation the communities they built would be isolated, no matter how attractive
they may be. With the development in 1905 of Venice as a resort, the need to link the distances
became even greater. Many small railway companies were created throughout Los Angeles, some
of them traversing only one street or one small area. Passengers traveling beyond that would need
to transfer to the rail line of another company. This was both expensive and unwieldy for those
passengers. Street railways in Los Angeles in those days were anything but a safe investment, and
one by one the small railways were acquired by larger companies which were then able to
standardize fares, timetables, track gauge, and routes, and make them more profitable.

That portion of the Venice Short Line from the terminus at Hill & 4th Street to Vineyard Junction
was constructed in 1897 by Pasadena & Pacific Railway Company, a predecessor of the Los
Angeles Pacific Railway. It was then known as the W.16™ Strect Division and extended through
from Vineyard to Beverly Hills. In 1902 Los Angeles Pacific built the Palms Division from
Vineyard to Ocean Park (Kinney’s first resort development); this line was practically level, had
few curves and traversed a much more direct route to the west beaches than did the line through
Beverly Hills. In 1903, a connection was built.between Venice City Hall and the Lagoon Line and
the development of Venice just over a year later found Los Angeles Pacific ready with fast, direct
car service to the new resort. In 1908, this line was standard gauged and Los Angeles Pacific's
biggest interurban cars commenced operating over it in trains which sometimes reached five cars
in length. This line immediately became the heaviest traveled beach line out of Los Angeles and
retained that distinction for many years. In 1911, Pacific Electric took over operation of this line.

Under the Pacific Electric flag, the Venice Short Line continued to be a spectacular performer in
transporting crowds to the shore. However, dense traffic encountered in Los Angeles and the rise
of competing bus lines gradually caused patronage to drop. The oft proposed Vineyard Subway
would probably have saved this line; without it, the eventual conversion to busses was inevitable.
‘The VSL was the "big" line of the Western District. It was the shortest, most direct rail route to the
western beaches and passenger traffic on good beach days reached the highest points recorded on
the entire PE systermn. Had the Vineyard Subway been built, and had this line been four-tracked (as
was intended), the Venice Short Line undoubtedly would have become the trunk line of a
comprehensive rapid transit system for western Los Angeles. In 1913 the VSL served 4,777,000
riders, a figure that was not surpassed until 1920. After a decline in numbers for some years (that
period saw the ascendance of the automobile), rider ship climbed to and reached its peak at over 6
million in 1945.




By 1909 they were busily engaged in the extension of the Washington Boulevard line. Although
one would like to believe that they were altruistically serving the Los Angeles traveling public, it is
clear they had an ulterior motive, which was to market their new residential developments. The
railroad business was profitable however, and Sherman, Clark, Huntington, and others became
wealthy from it. When Lafayette Square and Victoria Park opened to some success, the Venice
short line was moye than justified—it was necessary and successful. It became one &f the most
heavily traveled lines in the area. However larger populations also caused increased problems, and
thus the stage was set and events set in motion for what would eventually lead to the construction
of the present day West Boulevard Bridge.

In particular the development of Lafayette Square played an enormous role in the story as it quite
literally pushed the boundaries of residential communities further and further from the original
Civic Center. Lafayette Square was and is an upscale residential park located in what was then
called the “West End” of Los Angeles. Having purchased the land in 1902, George L. Crenshaw
and his son, Charles R.L. Crenshaw, laid out several tracts, first along Crenshaw Blvd. They
began selling lots first in Crenshaw Heights, probably in order to test the viability of such a far-
flung neighborhood. Finally, in 1912, they laid out Lafayette Square. The subdivision and
improvements; which included nine gateways marked by balustrades, 100 elegant electric
streetlights, extensive landscaping and a central park modeled after the park in front of the
Municipal Theatre in Rio de Janeiro. They called it Lafayette Square to honor a family name: the
initial “L.” in their names stood for “Lafayette.” (One of the streets in the development was called
“Virginia” after George’s wife; the other street names continued a thematic association.) The
subdivision officially opened on September 22, 1912 and the first residence was constructed in
1913, and the Square became popular with developers as well as those intending to build for
personal use.

qume

B

Bulld Your Beautiful Home

1+ In LaFayetle Square “And Live Forever”

You will be charmed with the air of sechusion .
and the stamp of elegance-—that completely
envelops this royal domain.

The commanding [ocation of the highlends of
the fashionable West End (between Washing-
ton Boulevard, Venice Short Line (16th Street}
and Crenshaw Boulevard.) gives to LaFayette
Square a prominence that is truly remarkable.
LaFayeﬂ.e Square fronlage compared to other high-class
(- property is tuday intrinsicelly worth sot less then $100 per 7
)fou'l—howev:r you may huy it for fess than one-half that ()
asount st present opening prices.  {Restricted for 50 years.} ’ \.“

7

Nola thol wx ficve zvoced from
The Title Fncuranee Bullding {o
805807 Ve Nugs Bailding

CRENSHAV

TRIST & REALTY CO
iy

205- 90 7
Vot Nugs
Bullding

The boundaries of the Square were Crenshaw (also residential at that time, part of the Crenshaw
Boulevard and Crenshaw Heights Tracts) on the east, Washington on the south, West Boulevard
on the west, and 16™ Street on the north. West Boulevard was so named because that was then the
western city limit. Beyond it were groves and vineyards—the remainder of the Nadeau Vineyard




Rancho at the east end of what had been the Rancho Las Cienegas de la Tijera. 16™ Street
occupied what are now the southerly lanes of Venice Boulevard, occupied by small residences.
The northerly (westbound) lanes of Venice were occupied by the Los Angeles Pacific Railway’s
“Venice Short Line” although Venice was later widened and its course slightly altered.

The 16" Street (Venice) line carried passengers all the way to Venice, making stops along the way.
‘One of those stops was Vineyard Junction, located approximately on the rear portion of the site of
the current Lowe’s Home Improvement Center: near where Venice and San Vicente converge. The
Vineyard power station was located in the area of what is now the rear portion of the Lowe's
parking structure, facing Venice Boulevard. The large power station was housed in a Mission
Revival-style structure which was located towards the Southwest portion of the site. Slightly to the
north west of that structure was a storage area for approximately 34 of the railroad cars themselves,
as this important junction serviced several lines. That area later became and still is a central
turnaround point used by both the Los Angeles MTA and Santa Monica's Big Blue bus. To the east
of the power station were other associated works. It was a large piece of property and in 1939
when the Sears store was built on Pico Boulevard it occupied a portion of the property. At that
time the power station was still extant. The general street layout and topography of those early
days also still remains. San Vicente Boulevard extended from Venice Boulevard all the way up to
the Sherman yards, located at what is now Santa Monica and San Vicente Boulevards. Pico
Boulevard had been laid out and a streetcar line also ran on it. Venice Boulevard similarly retains
its same layout although it has been widened.

To the north lay the fledgling communities of Victoria Park, Hancock Park, Beverly Hills, and
Hollywood. Automobile access was limited between the West End and those northern
communities, and in particular, pedestrians were forced to cross the railroad tracks in order to
cross 16™ Street. Neighbors in the area had complained about the dangerous “death-trap” grade
crossing to no avail.

On the evening of Sunday, July 13, 1913, a train was stopped at Vineyard Station. Another train
was on approach. Both were eastbound, headed home to the city. It had been a warm weekend
afternoon and throngs of people had gone to Venice to enjoy the beaches, restaurants, and other
local entertainments. That popular resort had been open for less than 10 years and provided a
welcome respite from the daily grind. The crowds that day were especially large and the trains
back to the city filled beyond capacity, but the mood was festive. The railway had added
“special” or extra cars to accommodate the homeward bound patrons.




When the first train bound for the city reached Vineyard Junction it was forced to stop for an
unusual length of time, due to an electrical wire which had fallen across the track. While that
wire was deactivated and removed, some people disembarked and milled about on the platform
while waiting for the train to continue. The second train, also inward bound from Venice, was on
approach filled beyond capacity.

The flagman of train number one, knowing that the “Special” was coming behind them, walked
back down the track to the west to alert the oncoming train. He claimed that he walked 900 feet
west down the track, waving his lantern as a warning signal. It was after nine o'clock at night,
dark, and he swung his lantern as a signal. He could have placed torpedoes on the track, but
didn't. (A torpedo was a canister which, when placed on the track and crushed by the wheels of
the train, produced a loud audible bang. This was a common safety measure designed to get the
attention of the conductor who might have looked away from or missed the visual signals.) The
oncoming train conductor failed to notice either the flagman or the “slow board,” and because
the approach to the station rounded a curve, didn't see the first train still standing in the station.
In addition it was reported that some pranksters on train number one took advantage of the
flagman's absence to blow the train's whistle a few times causing further confusion, The
motorman of the special did hear the whistle and assumed that the train which preceded his was
pulling out of the station and all was clear for him to enter. Train number two was estimated to
be traveling at approximately 50 mph and did not slow down on approach to the station. At 9:40
PM it slammed into the rear of train number one, telescoping the three cars.

This confluence of events caused an unheralded disaster: a spectacular and deadly crash in 1913
in which fifteen people were killed and at least 125 injured, perhaps some of them fatally. Over
1000 people were involved.

Among the first people on the scene was Dr. Harry G. Marxmiller, who lived at the corner of
16th and West Boulevard. Dr. Margmiller had practiced medicine in Los Angeles since 1906.
From his house atop the bluff he saw the sparks and the flash of light from the original power
line problem and shortly thereafter heard the crash as train number two plowed into train number




one. For over two hours Dr. Marxmiller was the only professional on the scene in that
inaccessible location, far removed from the center of town and medical attention. He used
whatever supplies he had in his own home and took many of the injured there to be treated. He
was only 36 years old. Just a few years later he was among the first to enlist in the medical corps
in World War I, first for the British and then for the Americans. He was chief of surgical service
at Base Hospital 34 at Nantes, France and retired with the rank of Major. His experience with
triage at the Vineyard Junction crash site was unexpected training for the battlefield medical
situations he was soon to encounter. Following the war he returned to Los Angeles where he died
on February 25, 1956. Dr. Marxmiller testified af the inquest that the Pacific Electric ran trains at
much too great a speed through that area and said that he had been among a group of residents
who had previously complained to the City Council and the Railway company about the
excessive speed; he said that they had often remarked that it was a “wonder™ an accident had not
happened before.

An inquest was held a few days after the wreck as officials tried to determine the exact cause of the
accident. Who was to blame? The flagman from train one or the conductor from train two? Perhaps
both. The conductor from the “Special” did not remain at the scene that night; he caught another
train going up San Vicente Blvd. and returned to the Sherman Yards, located on a large site that is
now occupied by the Pacific Design Center buildings and the MTA facility. In any case, the
Pacific Electric assumed immediate responsibility and made no effort to shirk their duty to their
riders. They immediately offered to pay whatever was necessary to those who had been affected.
The known cost to the railroad of the wreck was $89,000 which accounted for four cars plus track.
It does not include payments made to the families of the dead or those injured in the crash.

math af vt riefloy puieacu kg T foorde

There were two verdicts rendered at the inquest on July 16, 1913. One was that the wreck was
the fault of the conductor of the stopped train, who was inexperienced and new to the route. The
other was that the railroad company itself was to blame for running cars too frequently, -
decreasing the time between trains, this due to overcrowded conditions, and that the accident
could have been avoided by proper observance of the rules and employing competent men. The
double verdict was considered unusual but not unheard of.

On July 27, 1913, the State Railroad Commission decided to forbid grade crossings from that point
on in the city of Los Angeles.

On August 1, 1913, the State Railroad Commission commenced hearings to abolish grade
crossings throughout the state. '




The Public Utilities Commission met on July 15, 1913 and called for a conference of the Mayor,
Board of Public Utilities, representatives of the City Council and Board of County Supervisors,
management of the Pacific Electric Railway in order to create a definite plan for immediate
safeguards to the public. In September 1915, Lafayette Square residents officially petitioned the

city and the railroad for a viaduct crossing at West Boulevard. The city agreed to study the matter.

Complaints about the inability to cross the Venice rail tracks escalated. Local residents requested
a grade crossing at West Boulevard and Sherman Drive, the point at which the bridge is now
locaied. The railroad company said that a stop there was impossible, as it was on a 3% grade and
a curve. The location for Vineyard Station had been selected because it was flat and afforded
stopping distance. There was considerable discussion, political posturing, committees and reports
but nothing was resolved. It was not until two years later that the City Council visited the site
and rejected a report that had been prepared earlier by the Public Works Committee of the
Council which favored a grade crossing.

On September 14, 1915 the residents of Lafayette Square presented a formal petition to the
Public Utilities Board which pointed out that without a crossing connecting West Boulevard with
Sherman Drive at Sixteenth Street they “have no direct contact with the central part of the city.”
Children had to walk up to two miles to school in order not to have to cross the tracks. Further,
many stores refused to make deliveries because of the distance. They requested a grade crossing
at which the train would stop for pedestrian/vehicular traffic. Chief Traffic Engineer Howell
stated that such a request was impractical due to the 3% grade. Howell instead presented plans
for a viaduct over the tracks which were approved by the Board and forwarded to the City
Council.

However, on September 24, 1915, the Public Works Committee reaffirmed its earlier report and
sent it back to the full City Council. This was despite a separate report by the Public Utilities
Board which stated in part that the proposed grade crossing “is so situated that it will be the
worst death trap within the limits of the city.” They presented to the full City Council alternative
plans for a viaduct to be built over the rail lines, connecting West Boulevard on the south with
Sherman Drive on the north. Residents of the area had already told the City Council that they
would withdraw their request for a grade crossing in favor of the viaduct. The proposal put forth
by the Utilities Board suggested a payment schedule for construction of a viaduct, the total cost
of which would be $40,000: 50% ($20,000) would be paid by the Pacific Electric, 25%
($10,000) by the City, and 25% by property assessment. Some felt that the Pacific Electric
Company should bear the entire cost. If the City Council were to decide in favor of the grade
crossing, the Pacific Electric Company threatened to appeal to the State Railroad Commission,
precipitating a lengthy legal battle. The Ultilities Commission stated that in the event of such an
appeal, it would appear before the Railroad Commission and contend that it has no jurisdiction in
this matter. It was further stated that such a matter would take at least two years.

At Olympic and Rimpau the third iteration of the city’s high school was constructed in 1917. Los
Angeles High School was the oldest public high school in Southern California (originally located
in downtown, Ezra F. Kysor, architect). Students from the West End areas of Lafayette Square,
Axlington Heights, and other subdivisions had difficulty crossing the railway tracks to get the
new school (or so it was stated at the time).

There continued to be delays in construction of the viaduct, including the interruption by the
Great War (World War I). Finally, in January1920, construction began on a wooden bridge
crossing. Lafayette Square would finally be linked to West Boulevard and provide direct access




to West Hollywood, Beverly Hills and other north west communities. It was stated at the time
that “the owners of Lafayette Square had recently dedicated to the city the necessary land
required in connection with the building of the viaduct.” The construction of this bridge, albeit
of the most basic kind, was instrumental in the further development of Los Angeles to the west,
offering new opportunities along with access. But while urban growth demands amenities, so
infrastructure must also keep up with growth.

On September 24, 1915, the Public Works Commission of the City Council reaffirmed their report
favoring the “death trap” grade crossing and sent their report/decision back to the City Council.
- The City Council had previously visited the site of the wreck and rejected the plan for a grade
.crossing. The crossing, according to a report by the Public Utilities Board “is so situated that it will
be the worst death trap within the limits of the city.” Public Utilities Board offered and presented
plans for a viaduct over the rail lines instead. The proposed plan would cost approximately
$40,000: 50% or $20,000 to be borne by the railroad 25% or $10,000 by the city, and 25% by
property assessment. The Pacific Electric and agreed to their portion and offered to advance the
city's share of the assessment district would pay the remainder. However residents stated that it
would be impossible to raise that amount. They told the commission that the Crenshaw Realty
Company will oppose the assessment on its side and the Victoria Park Company will oppose it on
the other side. ' :

Eventually, a series of easements was agreed to between the Pacific Electric Railway Company
and the City of Los Angeles. The main easement, recorded on December 14, 1916, was to allow
the construction of a bridge connecting West Boulevard on the south and Sherman Dr. on the
north. The terms of this easement called for the construction of “a first-class construction to be of
concrete and none other.” It allowed for the city to construct and maintain all aspects the bridge,
and it also required that upon completion any remaining excavation should be either removed from
the site or compacted so as to prevent any deterioration. (See footnote/addendum at end of
Significance for full language of easement.)




Among the other recorded easements were:

July 11, 1917, an indenture was made between Pacific Electric Railway Company and the City of
Los Angeles: in consideration of the sum of one dollar the railway granted to the city an casement
for sewer purposes and the right to construct, maintain and use a sewer across that part of the
permanent right-of-way of the railway. The city agreed to indemnify and save harmless the railway
its successors and assigns from any and all damages claims demands and liabilities whatever
growing directly or indirectly out of the construction reconstruction maintenance operation or
removal of said sewer.

April 5, 1918, an indenture was made between Pacific Electric Railway Company and the City of
Los Angeles, in consideration of the sum of one dollar they granted an easement for storm sewer

purposes.

Many years later the easement to construct the concrete bridge was renewed, as well as that for the
storm drain and sewer.

On August 19, 1921, Venice (16™) was widened from Seventh Avenue to Crenshaw Boulevard. In
the same action Venice was widened from Crenshaw Boulevard fo Alta Drive (now Victoria Drive
north of Venice). There were several defendants in the action and payment was made to them, said
real property than being condemned to the use of the City of Los Angeles and to the use of the
public and dedicated to the public use as a public street in the city of Los Angeles. -

A few years later, on November 24, 1926, notice was given of an action for condemnation for the
widening the south side of Venice Boulevard from Sixth Avenue to Buckingham Road. The properties
that had occupied 16™ Street (now the southerly, eastbound lanes) were condemned in a legal action
for the opening of 16th Street. The same action also noticed the opening of a new street to be known as
Venice Boulevard between last mentioned point (Buckingham Road) to Highland Avenue.

January 15, 1930 Pacific Electric Railway recorded completion of the dismantling of a concrete
smokestack. Their intent, along with the contract for dismantling and disposing of all material
from the dismantled smokestack was made about November 27, 1929 with Edwin A. Irish, .
business located at 1018 Mignonette St., Los Angeles and filed in the office of the recorder of the
County of Los Angeles on the December 3, 1929. The work of dismantling disposing of all
material was actually completed on January 14, 1930. The property referred to (the smokestack)
was situated on the railway property at Vineyard Substation.

On November 12, 1931 yet another agreement was made between the Pacific Electric Railway
Company and the City of Los Angeles. This was for a subsurface easement for footings for
retaining wall on the north side of Venice at the rear of the southern parcels of Victoria Park
Circle. This was the result of the final disposition of a court case—the Los Angeles Pacific
Railroad Company versus one John Metcalf and others, in which one and a half feet of their
property was condemned to accommodate the widening of Venice Boulevard. That land was
deeded by Eli P. Clark (co-developer of Victoria Park) to the Los Angeles Pacific Company which
then granted an easement to the city of Los Angeles. The section was a linear distance of
approximately 1000 feet. Among the terms of the agreement was one in which the city agreed that
before the city engineer showplace's approval upon plans and specifications for any work or
improvement to be done pursuant to this easement, the said plans and specifications shall be
submitted to the railroad company for a period of 15 days, for the purpose of allowing them to
examine the plans and make any suggestions which it may desire. In connection therewith, no




construction work shall be done until the railroad has approved such plans and specifications. This
agreement was executed on behalf of the Pacific Electric Railway Company by D.W. Pontius,
President, and L.A. Lovell, Secretary, and Mayor John C. Porter and City Clerk Robert
Dominguez for the city of Los Angeles.

Finally, on July 6, 1932, the Board of Public Works finally awarded a contract to the Lynch-
Cannon Engineering Company for construction of a new bridge—something more efficient and
modermn in both technology and design. The plans called for a remforced concrete structure with a
50-foot roadway ata cost of $59,986.72.

This bridge, as with the original wooden bridge, connected West Boulevard, which lay to the south
of 16" Street (Venice) with Sherman Drive, which was a short road from the Venice Short Line to
Pico on the north. Sherman Drive was essentially the rear entry to Victoria Park Circle, as
Lafayette Road, one block east of West Blvd. was the service entrance to Lafayette Square.

Facing east on Venice, near San Vicents, railroad lines on the left

October 13, 1933 an indenture was made between Pacific Electric Company and City of Los
Angeles subject to conditions, and contained the right to construct and maintain a highway upon
and across those certain parcels of land that lie within the railroad right-of-way

Clearly the railroad company enjoyed a position of some power with regard to this particular area.
The easement agreements are written in ironclad fashion which favors the rights of the Railway
Company. It is ironic then that within 20 years it would be they who were obsolete and that the
city of Los Angeles would be the beneficiary of demands originally made to protect a private
company.

The Pacific Electric Railway eventually became a wholly owned subsidiary the Southern Pacific
Railroad. Eventually as various bus lines were created and automobiles became more prevalent
the railways and in particular the Venice Short Line offered less frequent service and eventually
was discontinued in March of 1948. In order to completely abandon service and to abandon the
lines, the railroad requires permission from either the Public Utilities Commission or the State
Railroad commission. Final abandonment of rail service occurred on September 1, 1950 when




busses were substituted; rails were removed with the exception of a short piece of the inbound
main adjacent to the Culver City Station. At that time the city would have assumed all tights to
the land formerly occupied by the Pacific Electric and the vendor short line. Upon abandonment
all of the easements and agreements formerly made between the railroad company and the city of
Los Angeles would revert to the city of Los Angeles and the railroad would have no further right
to exert its former rights. Railroads operate as a franchise or lease, with permission granted by
the city or county build maintain and operate as a public convenience. The casements granted by
the railroad back to the city were only in effect as long as the railroad continued to operate.
Abandoning operations meant abandoning its franchise, and the city was under no further
obligation to the railroad.

As of July, 1911, it took 50 minutes westbound and 52 minutes in the opposite direction with
trains running on 20 minute headway in base periods, 15 minute headway in the evening rush
hours and 30 minute frequency at night. In early 1913, "Flyers" made it in 45 minutes, locals in
50 minutes. All Venice Short Line frains ran limited east of Vineyard, local service there being
provided by the W. 16th Street Line. On August 10, 1916, VSL trains looped in Santa Monica
via Santa Monica Boulevard., 31d Street, Broadway to Ocean. On December 1,1926 this loop
was discontinued, and trains were through-routed with those of the Santa Monica via Beverly
Hills Line; about two months later this through-rouling was terminated, with Venice Short Line
trains again terminating at Ocean & Broadway. As of January 30, 1939, Venice Short Line trains
required 59 minutes for the outbound trip, 60 minutes inbound.

On February 9, 1941, the Venice Short Line was through-routed with the Hollywood Boulevard.
Line except for rush hour, night and Sunday service; 20 brand new PCC cars were assigned to
the line and running time was lengthened to 62 minutes outbound, 67 inbound. All midday cars
did the local work east of Vineyard. On April 18, 1943, the VSL-Hollywood Boulevard was
through-routed ended; headway became 20 minutes during base, night and Sunday periods, plus
a 75 minute service all night long. Running time became 64 minutes out, 65 in.

Postwar dropping off of passengers was reflected in service cuts. On March 21, 1947, weekday
evening service after 10:00 PM was put on a thirty minute headway. “Owl” service was
discontinued on March 12, 1948, and on the same date Sunday service also went on a half hour
headway after 10:00 PM. Evening rush hour headway was very frequent, down to 7 minutes in
some instances. Base service was on a 20 minute headway basis, with the same headway being
scheduled for Sunday daylight hours.

Downtown traffic(between Hill Street Station and Vineyard) was a severe headache; this
segment of the line represented but 4% of the route mileage, yet as of 1939, it took 24% of the
average running time; in later years this became even greater.

As of 1939 the Venice Short Line required 23 cars of the 950 and 800 Classes. A maximum of
23 cars were required and a minimum of seven. These cars seated 56 and were not fast; the 800s
could get up to about 48 mph, the 950s but 41 mph.

The Venice Short Line was protected from Vineyard to Venice by automatic block signals,
installed as a result of the disastrous Vineyard wreck of 1913.

Venice Short Line and other interurban trains using W. 16™ Street were given some relief from
interference by local cars through two sidings; outbound, a siding was located at Berendo Street,




inbound one was at Third Avenue. Local cars were required to enter sidings when interurban
trains were observed overtaking.

Two railroad crossings were encountered; at Culver Junction.(Santa Monica Air Line); and at
Washington Boulevard. (Inglewood Line); both were protected by automatic block signals.

There were six junction switches: at Hill Street Station, at Sixth Street, at Vineyard, at Culver
Junction., at Culver City Station, and at Venice City Hall.

The West Boulevard Bridge is an important reminder of the many incidents and circumstances
which contributed to the development of the city of Los Angeles and in particular the
transportation patterns which in turn also contributed to urban development. It was a
transformative moment, politically, mechanically, and culturally.

- The design of the bridge is a very pleasing combination of classical elements integrated with the
Art Deco style. Tts distinctive style and prominent location, its association with notable figures
from the early years of the city, as well as its dramatic story, are compelling reasons for its

. preservation and recognition as a Historic Cultural Monument. One might even take the view that -
it is that most important of monuments: a headstone of sorts, in recognition and memory of the
many people who died in the Great Wreck of 1913. Although they gave their lives unwillingly that
night, the incident galvanized citizens, ctvic, business, and government entities to take actions
which no doubt resulted in saving many more lives over the ensuing years. There had been
previous train crashes, wrecks, and accidents, but none that resulted in such a terrible loss of life. It
was not until the night of July 13, 1913 that sufficient thought was given to instituting greater
safety measures. Those safety measures resulted in the bridge which, by offering a new
convenience, also generated new avenues for business and entertainment. The bridge provided
access between residents of the area located south of Venice Blvd. and the burgeoning business
districts of Wilshire Boulevard and Hollywood. The bridge has acquired an iconic status, as it
marks the western entry to the West Adams district. The bridge is not only a connection between
communities but it is also a tanglble connection between past and present and represents a turning
point in the growth and development of the city.

One of the thoughts expressed in the aftermath of the wreck and subsequent investigations, was the
hope that this kind of incident would never happen again-—-that the new safety measures would
prevent such tragedies. Indeed, it would be many years before something of the same magnitude
-would happen in Los Angeles, when a Metrolink train and a Union Pacific train crashed in
Chatsworth on September 12, 2008. Twenty-five people were killed and many others injured. That
incident was also the result of operator error—inattention to the signals, also on a curved section of
track. As long as human beings operate large, heavy, dangerous equipment, there will always be




-the danger of serious accidents. More ironic is the fact that the new Exposition Line has many
grade crossings, seemingly in disregard of historic precedent, if not railroad regulations.

Some may argue that there are other bridges, in particular those which connect downtown with
East Los Angeles, which are more attractive in design or more impressive feats of engineering,
however the West Boulevard Bridge is unique in that it is an urban bridge which connects
relatively close communities which would otherwise remain disconnected and isolated. It's lesser
size and perhaps more subtle design in no way detracts from its significance. Rather this bridge is
the connective tissue in the story of urban development, in which real estate transactions,
architecture, transportation, and social conditions, and tragedy came together and a.ltered
conditions, and in so doing changed local history.

* ADDENDUM: The exact language of the original easement as executed is as follows:

“This indenture made this 14th day of December 1916 between Pacific Electric Railway Company
a Corporation organized and existing under the laws of the state of California and the city of Los
Angeles a municipal Corporation of the state of California. That said party of the first part hereby
grants to the said party of the second part easement for the construction reconstruction inspection
maintenance operation and repair of a concrete bridge over the part of the permanent right-of-
way of the said party of the first part in the city of Los Angeles County of Los Angeles state of
California, described as follows: an irregular shaped piece or parcel of land situated in the city of
Los Angeles and being a portion of that certain a right of way conveyed to the Los Angeles Pacific
company by deed recorded in book 2829 on page 148 of deeds, records of said County, said peace
or parcel of land being more particularly described as follows: beginning af the northwesterly
corner of Lot 1 block K tract number 666 is recorded in book 15 of maps on page 120 thereof;
records of said County; thence North 81° 53° 30° west along the southerly line of the
aforementioned right of way 84 and 1400's feet to a point; thence North 28° 48° 06° east 10 feet to
a point. Thence South 81° 53° 30° east, 20 feet to a point; thence North 28° 36° 10° east 87 and
8400s feet to the most southerly corner of Lot 1835, Victoria Park, is recorded in book 12 of maps
on page 2 thereof, records of said County; thence South 66° 22° 05° east along the northerly line
of the hereinbefore mentioned right-of-way 60 and 5600s feet to a point; thence South 28° 48° 06°
West 80 and 6300s feet to the point of beginning. Said peace or parcel of land being more
particularly shown by the colored portion of the plat hereto attached and made part thereof.
Together with the right to enter upon and fo pass and repass over and along said parcel of land
and to deposit tools implements and other material thereon by said party of the second part its
officers assigns and employees by persons under contract with that and their employees for the
purpose of maintaining operating or repairing said bridge.

This grant is nevertheless subject to the right of the party the first part its successors or assigns to
maintain and operate the railroad tracks there on and there are over together with necessary and
convenient adjuncts thereto and telegraph telephone and electric transmission lines now
constructed upon and across the premises hereinbefore described and also to construct maintain
and operate there on or across the same any other or additional railroad tracks together with
necessary inconvenient adjuncts thereto and telegraph telephone and electric transmission lines
that the party the first part its successors or assigns may hereinafier desire. In consideration of the
Jforegoing grant the party the second part hereby agrees that said bridge shall be constructed in a
first-class and workmanlike manner and upon the completion of said bridge as much as possible of
the earth excavated therefore shall be thrown back into the excavation and the remainder shall be
removed from the land of said party of the first part and that all of said backfilling shall be




thoroughly packed so that the ground will not sink or cave-in after said backfilling is completed
and the land of the said party of the first part left in a neat and orderly condition.

The grant hereby made is upon the further condition subsequent that the premises aforedescribed
will at all times be used by the party of the second part for the construction maintenance and
operation of a concrete bridge and none other and if it any time such use shall be abandoned or
discontinued, all rights and privileges hereby granted shall forthwith cease and determined and
the party of the first part, its successors and assigns shall be restored to its former state in said
premises. -

Inwitness thereof the parties hereto have caused their respective corporate names and seals to be
hereunto affixed the day and year first above written”.

The agreement was signed by Paul Shoup, President of the Pacific Electric Railway Company and
Secretary H A. Culloden, as well as by Mayor F.T. Woodman and City Clerk Charles L. Wilde.




WEST BOULEVRD BRIDGE—ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION
Submitted by: Mitzi March Mogul for West Adams Heritage Association
1725 Wellington Road, Los Angeles, CA 90019

323/734-9980 Mogulink@gmail.com

The design of the bridge is a very pleasing combination of classical elements integrated with the
Art Deco style. )

The construction is of concrete, with double arch approaches and a center support which divides
the roadway below. It is 525 feet in length, extending from 16™ Place on the south, to Victoria
Park Drive (formerly Sherman Drive) on the north, including approaches. It spans Venice
Boulevard below and connects West Boulevard with Pico. The roadway is thirty feet wide and
there is a five foot sidewalk on the west side. On the east side 1s an approximately one foot wide
raised curb. The bridge is surmounted by several ornamental light posts, six on the east side, four
on the west. This is due to the much longer northern approach and structures on the northwest
end. The fixtures sit atop geometric plinths, the outside of which extends to the ground, forming
a pilaster. On the outside, below the light fixture the plinth is decorated with a highly stylized,
geometric, incised (not applied) flower design. Below that is another incised, recessed design
consisting of two sets of extruded triangular pilasters.

The railings or balustrade of the viaduct are perforated by an arcade of arched openings, which
serve several purposes: the openings reduce the weight of the bridge; they provide an airy
quality; the continuous repetition is a design element. Each end of the railings is punctuated by a
large square block with a conical top.

The height clearance for vehicles below is 13°8”.

On the east side of the bridge, approximately two thirds of the way before the peak of the span if
one is starting at the north end, is a small gate and a staircase which leads to Victoria Park Drive
below. (This is currently locked.) There is a small, square, enclosed landing and the stairs are to
the left. The landing rests on a solid angular pedestal. The steps are of concrete with iron treads
with a cross-hatch design. The metal hand rail is fairly simple, but the design is embellished with
large elaborate S-scrolls at intervals and the end of the handrail turns into a large S-scroll.




A short distance further to the center of the bridge (going south) is another staircase, also located
on the east side. That stair shares many of the design details of the first stair, but because it is
higher, it was given a further embellishment on the under side of the stair treads, that being three
very elaborate corbels, executed in conerete. The scrolls are a combination of large and small
inverted and extroverted curves and stepped geometric blocks, encircled at the top of each by a
continaous textured honzontal band of ﬂutmg

On the outside of the railings beiow the 0penings is a geometric “dragon’s tooth” or exaggerated
dentil design which extends the length between the two largest, most elaborate piers.

The bridge is divided below into two openings through which to pass: one westbound, the other
eastbound. The openings are divided in the center by a large angular support which createsa
barrier between east and westbound lanes. At the sound end on the east side, parallel to the
bridge, is a pedestrian wallkway from Venice Boulevard to 16™ Place (as well as West Boulevard
and Lafayette Road, the former service road to Lafayette Square).

The lights atop the bridge are still in working condition and every so often are turned on at night,
no doubt in order to test and maintain their service.

A low divider occupied the center mediail .sep'arating the railroad tracks from the automobile
traffic lanes; the divider is in the same demgn as the bridge balustrade, with the same curved
openings.




Prior to construction of the current bridge, Venice Blvd was divided between railroad tracks on the
north and an elevated auto roadway occupying what are now the westbound lanes of Venice Blvd.
That elevated road was constructed sometime between the construction of the wooden bridge in
1920 and the current bridge in 1932/33. The lower portion of that roadway—the structural
support—used the identical curved openings later used for the bridge balustrade and median
divider, Thus some of the basic features of the current bridge actually date to a much earlier era
and it seems likely that there was a conscious effort to achieve visual continuity. The elevated road
was demolished along with the wooden bridge to make way for the new construction.

- . . i Rt B

The bridge was designed “in-house” by architects and en.g.inee.rs of the Los Angeles Dept. of
Engineering. Chief Engineer of the department was J.J. Jessup. The designing engineer was Merrill
Butler. Butler was chiefly responsible for most of the bridges constructed at that time.




However, the city was not responsible for actual construction of the bridge. The contract for
construction was awarded on July 6, 1932 by the Board of Public Works to the Lynch-Cannon.
Engineering Company. The plans called for a reinforced concrete structure with a 50-foot roadway
at a cost of $59,986.72. The bridge was completed in March, 1933; completion of the approaches
took another month. It was opened to traffic on April 25, 1933.

‘While the bridge structure follows a classic arc form, and the band of “fenestrations™ is also
based on classical designs, the rest of the features are derived from the Art Deco vocabulary,
which was the dominant architectural style at that time. The combination of horizontal and
vertical elements and curved and geometric forms are characteristic elements of the Art Deco
style. This integration of traditional and modern idioms, highly stylized yet restrained and
elegant, demonstrates the city’s desire to embrace a new civic attitude for its streetscape. Rather
than look to the Period Revival styles which were also enjoying some popularity in association
with Art Deco, this design is oriented toward modernity. The Art Deco style was hugely
influential but it is rarely given enough credit for it impact on Los Angeles. Especially given the
imminent loss of the Sixth Street Viaduct near downtown, the recognition of the West Boulevard
bridge takes on a new urgency. The two bridges were built at about the same time and share
several design features. However, there are very few bridges located in such a central urban area
as that of the West Boulevard Bridge, and certainly none which played such a seminal role in the
history of railroad safety, transportation and urban planning.
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FINDINGS

1. The property “embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type
specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style or method of construction” as
an example of a pre-WWIi Classical-Art D_eco style bridge.

2. The property reflects “the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State
or community” for its association with the development of the Lafayette Square and
Victoria Park communities.

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (“CEQA”) FINDINGS

The Commission hereby recommends that Council find the proposed designation of the West
Boulevard Bridge as a Historic-Cultural Monument {o be exempt from further analysis under the
California Environmental Quality Act pursuant to Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations,
Sections 15308 (Class 8) and 15331 (Class 31).

CRITERIA

The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) buiiding or structure of
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose
individual genius influenced his age.

SUMMARY

Constructed in 1933, this reinforced concrefe bridge exhibits character-defining features of
Classical-Art Deco style. Built across Venice Boulevard and located on West Boulevard, the
structure is used as a roadway between 16" Place and Victoria Park Drive. The bridge's span
consists of a double-arch span with a minor, closed spandrel element. Three pillars support the
viaduct with the center support dividing the Venice roadway below. Round fluted ornamental
light posts surmount the bridge and sit on plinths decorated in a geometric, incised flower
design. Small arched openings petforate the deck’'s balustrade. Denticulation and a slight zig-
zag design extends over the length of the structure. Two staircases on the east side of the
bridge display metal hand rails with an ‘S-scroll’ design. One east staircase, located near the
center of the bridge also has three concrete corbels embeliishing the underside of the stair
treads,

In 1933 under the leadership of Merrill Butler, the Los Angeles Department of Engineering (now
Bureau of Engineering) designed the bridge, with its construction confracted to the Lynch-
Cannon Engineering Company. The construction of the structure developed alongside the
growth of the nearby historic neighborhoods of Lafayette Square and Victoria Park. The Pacific
Electric Railways’ Venice Short Line, which ran on what was then 16" Street (now the southerly
lanes of Venice Boulevard), was the most heavily-used beach line out of urban Los Angeles. A
significant event that possibly influenced the construction of the bridge was the 1913 Pacific
Electric train accident at Vineyard Junction, a stop on the Short Line located a block west of
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West Boulevard. An incoming train had crashed head-on into a frain stopped at Vineyard,
resulting in the deaths of approximately 15 peopie. Speculated blame lay at the employees’
inexperience and miscommunication, as well as at the company for allowing congested rail
traffic to occur at the risk of people’s lives. 1t was tragedies such as this that created a public
discourse on the need of pedestrian crossings, or easements, at rail lines.

By 1920, it was seen as necessary by the city to build a bridge across the Venice tracks
because students living in the area needed to safely commute to Los Angeles High School. A
wooden viaduct was constructed that year. By 1933, the more modemn and efficient concrete
subject structure replaced the wooden structure.

Alterations include the widening of the roadway by removal of much of the east sidewalk.
Previously straddled by two pedestrian walkways, the sfructure’s east walkway has been
reduced to a 1-foot wide raised curb, while the west path has retained its 5-foot width. Because
the east sidewalk is no longer safe for pedestrians, the entrances (accessible via the previously
mentioned stairs) to this path have been closed off with aluminum fencing.

DISCUSSION

The West Boulevard Bridge successfully meets two of the specified Historic-Cultural Monument
criteria; 1) “embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type specimen,
inherently valuabile for a study of a period style or method of construction” and 2) reflects “the
broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community.” As an example of
a pre-WWH Classical-Art Deco style bridge and for its association with the development of the
Lafayette Square and Victoria Park communities, the structure qualifies for designation as a
Historic-Cultural Monument based on these criteria.

BACKGROUND

At its meeting of August 2, 2012, the Cultural Heritage Commission voted to take the application
under consideration. On September 6, 2012, the Cultural Heritage Commission toured the
subject structure.

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (“CEQA”) REVIEW

State of California CEQA Guidelines, Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 “consists of actions
taken by regulatory agencies, as authorized by state or local ordinance, to assure the
maintenance, restoration, enhancement, or protection of the environment where the regulatory
process involves procedures for protection of the environment.”

State of California CEQA Guidelines Article 19, Section 15331, Class 31 “consists of projects
limited to maintenance, repair, stabilization, rehabilitation, restoration, preservation,
conservation or reconstruction of historical resources in a manner consistent with the Secretary
of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Hisforic Properties with Guidelines for
Preserving, Rehabilitating, Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic buildings.”

The designation of the West Boulevard Bridge as a Historic-Cultural Monument in accordance
with Chapter 9, Article 1, of The City of Los Angeles Administrative Code (“LAAC”) will ensure
that future construction activities involving the subject property are regulated in accordance with
Section 22.171.14 of the LAAC. The purpose of the designation is to prevent significant impacts
to a Historic-Cultural Monument through the application of the standards set forth in the LAAC.
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Without the regulation imposed by way of the pending designation, the historic significance and
integrity of the subject property could be lost through incompatible alterations and new
construction and the demolition of irreplaceable historic structures. The Secretary of the
Interior's Standards of Rehabilitation are expressly incorporated into the LAAC and provide
standards concerning the historically appropriate construction activities which will ensure the
continued preservation of the subject property.

The use of Categorical Exemption Class 8 in connection with the proposed designation is
consistent with the goals of maintaining, restoring, enhancing, and protecting the environment
through the imposition of regulations designed to prevent the degradation of Historic-Cultural
Monuments. - T

The use of Categorical Exemption Class 31 in connection with the proposed designation is
consistent with the goals relating to the preservation, rehabilitation, restoration and
reconstruction of Historic bulidings in a manner consistent with the Secretary of the Interior's
Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for Preserving Rehabilitating,
Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic Buildings.
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SUMMARY

Constructed in 1933, this reinforced concrete bridge exhibits character-defining features of

Classical-Art Deco style. Built across Venice Boulevard and located on West Boulevard, the
structure is used as a roadway between 16™ Place and Victoria Park Drive. The bridge’s span
consists of a double-arch span with a minor, closed spandrel element. Three pillars support the
viaduct with the center support dividing the Venice roadway below. Round fluted ornamental
fight posts surmount the bridge and sif on plinths decorated in a geometric, incised flower
design. Small arched openings perforate the deck’s balustrade. Denticulation and a slight zig-
zag design extends over the length of the structure. Two staircases on the east side of the
bridge display metal hand rails with an ‘S-scroll' design. One east staircase, located near the
center of the bridge also has three concrete corbels embellishing the underside of the stair

freads.

in 1933 under the leadership of Merrill Butler, the Los Angeles Department of Engineering (now
Bureau of Engineering) designhed the bridge, with its construction confracted fo the Lynch-
Cannon Engineering Company. The construction of the structure developed alongside the
growth of the nearby historic neighborhoods of Lafayette Square and Victoria Park. The Pacific
Electric Railways’ Venice Short Line, which ran on what was then 16™ Street (now the southerly
lanes of Venice Boulevard), was the most heavily-used beach line out of urban Los Angeles. A
significant event that possibly influenced the construction of the bridge was the 1913 Pacific
Electric train accident at Vineyard Junction, a stop on the Short Line located a block west of
West Boulevard. An incoming train had crashed head-on into a frain stopped at Vineyard,
resulting in the deaths of approximately 15 people. Speculated blame lay at the employees’
inexperience and miscommunication, as well as at the company for allowing congested rail
traffic to occur at the risk of people’s lives. If was tragedies such as this that created a public
discourse on the need of pedestrian crossings, or easements, at rail lines.

By 1920, it was seen as necessary by the city to build a bridge across the Venice tracks
because students living in the area needed to safely commute to Los Angeles High School. A
wooden viaduct was constructed that year. By 1933, the more modemn and efficient concrete
subject structure replaced the wooden structure.

Alterations include the widening of the roadway by removal of much of the east sidewalk.
Previously straddled by itwo pedestrian walkways, the structure’s east walkway has been
reduced to a 1-foot wide raised curb, while the west path has retained its 5-foot width. Because
the east sidewalk is no longer safe for pedestrians, the entrances (accessible via the previously
mentioned stairs) o this path have been closed off with aluminum fencing.

CRITERIA

The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose
individual genius influenced his age.
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'FINDINGS

Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that
the application is complete and that the property may be significant enough to warrant further

investigation as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument.
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SIGNIFICANCE WoRK SHEET
TYPE OR HAND PEINT IN ALL CAPITAL BLOCK LETTERS

Complete One or Boib of the Upper and Lower Portions of This FPage

THE WEST BOULEVARD BRIDGE IS AN IMPORTANT EXAMPLE OF
NAME OF PROPOSED MONUMENT

CLASSICAL ART DECO ARCHITECTURE
ARCITITECTURAL STYLE (SEF LINE 8)

AND MEET% TIHE CULTURAL HERITAGE ORDENANCE BECAUSE OF THE IHGH QUALITY OF ITS DESIGN AND THE RETENTION

OF ITS ORIGINAL FORM, DETAILING AND INTEGRITY.

HE WEST BOULEVARD BRIDGE WAS BUILT IN 1933
WAM¥, OF PROTOSED MONUMERNT YEAR BUILT
WEST BOULEVARD BRIDGE WAS IMPORTANT TO THE

WAME OF FIRST OR SIGNIFICANT OTHER

DEVELOPMENT OF 1LOS ANGELFS BRcaUsE it is associaled with evenis that have made significant contributions fo the

broad patterns of iocal and regional history and it embodies distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of

construction and possesses high artistic values. Its history is directly tied to the development of Lafayette Square and

Victoria Park; its construction is the direct resuit of a catostrophic #ecident which also contributed directly to changes

in traffic/rail/pedestrian safety measures throughout California. it facilitated urban development and was instrumental

in developing transportation patterns which continue to influsnce the city. SEE ATTACHED SIGNIFICANCE STATE.

HISTORIC-CULTHIRAL MONUMENT
APPLICATION




HisToRIc-CULTURAL MONUMERNT

APPLICATION

TYPE OR ITANT PRINT IN ALL CAPITAL BLOCK LETTERS

IDENTIFICATION

1. NAME OF PROPOSED MONUMENT

WEST BOULEVARD BRIDGE

[38]

_ STREET ADDRESs_ Jocated east of Venice/San Vicente, over Venice Blvd between 16th Place & Victoria Park Dr.

CITY LOS ANGELES ZIP CODE 90019 COUNCIL DISTRICT 10
3. ASSESSOR’S PARCEL NO. _MM_M@ _OBSSLErED
4. COMPLETE LEGAL DESCRIPTION: TRACT _ 3 £ ST
BLOCK . LOT(S) ARB. NO.
5. RANGE OF ADDRESSES ON PRODERTY N/A
6. PRESENT OWNER CITY OF LOS ANGELES
STREET ADDRESS E-MAIL ADDRESS:
Ty STATE 7IP CODE PHONE (___ )
OWNERSHIP: PRIVATE PUBLIC
7. PRESENT USE BRIDGE ORIGINAL USE BRIDGE

DESCRIPTION

8. ARCHITECTURAL STYLE

(SEE STYLE GUIDE)

9. $TATE PRESENT PITIYSICAL DESCRIPTION OF THE SITE OR STRUCTURE (s OPTIONAL DECRIPTION WORK SHEET, 1 PAGH MARXTMUM)

SEE ATTACHED DETAILED ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT
APPLICATION




HisTORIC-CULTURAL NMONUMENT

APPLICATION
NAME oF PROFOSED MoOBUMENT WEST BOULEVARD BR]DGE
10. CONSTRUCTION DATE: NPENFD APRH 95 1033 FACTUAL: [v] ESTIMATED:[ ]

11, ARCHITECT, DESIGNER, OR ENGINEER_MERRILL BUTLER, FOR LOS ANGELES DEPT. OF ENGINEERING

12. CONTRACTOR OR OTHER BUILDER LYNCH-CNNON ENGINEERING COMPANY

13. DATES OF ENCLOSED PHOTOGRAPHS VARIOUS: HISTORIC AND CONTEMPORARY

{1 8X10 BLACK AND WHUTE GLOSSY AND 1 DIGITAL E-MASLED TO CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION@ELACITY.ORG)

14. CONDITION: § EXCELUENT | GoOD  [IFAIR [ DETERIORATED [ NO LONGER IN EXISTENCE

15. ALTERATIONS _NONE

16. THRRATS TO SITE: B/ NONF KNOWN || PRIVATE DEVRLOPMENT [} VANDALISM  [_] PURLIC WORKS PROJECT

ZONING L OTHER

17. 1S THE STRUCTURE: 4 ON ITS ORIGINAL SITE [ MOVED UNENOWN

SIGNIFICANCE

18. BRILPLY STATE HISTORICAL AND/OR ARCHITECTURAL IMPORTANCE: INCLUDL DATHS, EVENTS, AND PERSON ASSQCIATED

WITH THE SITE. (8FF ATSO SIGNIFICANCE WORK SHERT, 750 WORDS MAKIMUM 15 USING ADDTIIONAT. SHFRTS)

PLEASE SEE ATTACHED SIGNIFICANCE STATEMENT

19. SOURCFS (LIST BOOKS, DOCUMENTS, SURVEYS, PERSONAL TNTERVIEWS witH pates)_LOS ANGELES TIMES, LOS ANGELES

CITY ARCHIVES, ENGINEERING VAULT, PACIFIC ELECTRIC HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION, USG DIGITAL

LIBRARY, STATE RAILROAD COMMISSION ARCHIVES, LOS ANGELES CITY LIBRARY, ANCESTRY, ETC.

20. DATE FORM PREPARED 07/01/2012 PREPARER'S NAME MITZ| MARCH MOGUL,

orGanNizaTion WEST ADAMS HERITAGE ASSOC. STREET ADDREsS 1725 WELLINGTON RQAD

Iy LOS ANGELES state__ CA _ 7ip cone_ 80019 PIIONE (323)734-9980

. MAIL ADDRESS: MOGULINK@SECGLOBALNET

HISTORIC-CULTURAE MONUMENT
APPLICATION




DESCRIPTION WORK SHEET
TYPE OR HIARD PRINT IN ALL CAPITAL BLOCK LETTERS

o WEST BOULEVARD BRIDGE 15 A N/A STORY,
NAME OF PROT'OSED MONUMERT NUMBER OF STORIES
CLASSICAL ART DECO PLAN BRIDGE
ARCHITECTURAL STYLE (SEE LINE B ABOVE} i PLAN SHAPE (Click to See Chart) STRUCTURE USE (RESIDENCE, BTC)
WITIT A CEMENT FINISIT AND METAL
MATERTAL {WOOD STINING, WOOD STINGLES, BRICK, STUCCO, TTC) MATTRIAL (WOOD, METAL, FRC)
rps. NIA roor s N/A . N/A ,
ROOF STIAPT, (Elick to See Chart) MATERIAL (CLAY TILE, ASPITALT OR WOOL SHINGLES, BTG WINDOW MATERIAL
NIA WINDOWS ARE PART OF TIE DFSIGN,

WINDOW TYPE [DOURTRTHING (SIINES UP & DOWN;, CASEMENT {OPENS OUT), HORIZONTAL SLIDING, ETC]

T0E BTy sEATURES A DOUBLE ARCH SPAN, EXTENDING FROM 16TH PLACE TG VICTORIA PARK DRIVE

TINOR LOCATION (RRCESSED, CENTERED, OFECRNTER, CORNER, ETC.)

N/A E] DOOR. ADDITIONAL CHARACTER DEFINING ELEMENTS
ENTRY DOGR STYLE (Click to See Chart)

OF THR STRUCTURF ARE.SEE ATTACHED ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION AND PHOTOS
IDENTIFY ORIGEVAL FEATURES SUCH AS 'ORCHES (SEE CHARTY):. BALCONIES; NUMBER AND SHAI'E OF DORMERS (Click fo Sea Chart)

NUMBER AND LOCATION OF CHIMNEYS; SHUTIERS, SECONDARY FINISH MATERIALS; PARAPETS;, METAL TRIM; DECORATIVE THE OR CAST STONE; ARCHES;

ORNAMENTAL WOODWORK; SYMMETRY OR ASYMMETRY, CORNICES; FRIEZES; TOWERS OR TURRETS; BAY WINDOWS; HAIFTIMBERING; HORIZONTALLY;

VEHTICATLY; TORMALITY OR TNEORMATITY; GARDTN WATILS, BrC.

SECONDARY BUILDINGS CONSIST OF A N/A
TENTIFY GARAGE; GARDEN STTELYER, FTC.

N/A

SIGNIFICANT INTERIOR SPACES INCLUDE
TDENTIFY ORIGINAL FEATURES SUCIH AS WOOD PANEIING; MOLDINGS ANTY TRIM: SPECIAL GLASS WANDOWS;

ORNATE CEILINGS; PLASTER MOLDINGS: LIGHT FIXTURES; PAINTED DECORATION; CERAMEC TIME: STAIR BALUISTRADES: BUILT-AN FURNITURE, FTC,

NONE

IDENTIFY NOTABLE MATURE TREES AND SHRUBS

IMPORTANT TANESCAPING TNCIUDES

HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT
APPLICATION

i
!
|
!




Assessors Parcel Map Book 5071 Page 16
5071 l 6 \911’ = "'wfxvmmm:—ss

SGME I = o0

{32

Wast Siree! Bridge: Easetnen! cenveyed lo the Gty of
Log Angeles for Gonerele Bridge document recarded
2-17-1917 Book 8418 Page 308, of Deeds

T jo 1 2fed 91-TL0S VO] 2000 YNBSS 18PIO-UON epiC

15d Wd 695/ ZT0Z/9/L PRR Uil iAg petess)

Bef

PI00ey 31

\

I

CODE
&7

Qﬁ _P?_;(aE\'&. ﬁ'iSM'T SEE:

TRACT N{O. 586 M, B 15 120
TBACT NO. 2468 . M8 22-20

ASSESSOR'S MAP
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES, CALY.




e & e e .
= 7 B ST (O3, P I -
wZ 5 Q"/‘/Eyfc{’ =5 ) :-_‘, A ,&(E’}"-@
— e ey
Rtwkolet o 4o o o o ey it

FO5 of Nerase e oy G

ASSESSOR'S MAP
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES, CALIF.




dagf obe BAEvby pemieed, unloss. tle eame pereon sluo holds $he Deed of Trupt. The Hote bewwdy

| pacured, sccompraled WiSh the Deed of Trush duly wecorel, oen be Peglebared ot the Tompany's
sftise, IN WITHFHS WHERROF he seld pavly oF b £irved part bap haveuntv = .le band wnd

senl the day and yaae fiesb sbove wrlbten.

Signed,Sanlad and delivarad in tba presange of -} A, W. Brode. { Bral)
SYATE OF GALIFOTEIA, County of Lop Angrles,) se. .

On this luth day of duly, A. D. 016, beflee

¢« W 7. KoAlliastav, n Hotawy Public 4n

Qounsy of Don Angeles, State of Celif

1a, residing tharely, duly asommiszigned anl

iawurn. peroonaliy envat A, W, Brote (unmarpfed), known to m Yo bt the person dasnpibed in

iaml whose namd is subsorl to the foregplng inotmumant and be soknawledged to me LImG hs exe- |
t -
inutm thz pame. I¥ YL NESS W
‘geal tke dsy nnd yeap in this cer

% (Hotarisl Seal}

!in aml for the County of

1 192. A full, trae ang
i .

; § bave hewante set @y Land and affixed my offlizial
ahave vguthen.l '
W. T. Mohllister, Wotary Publio
s Angeleg, Sta*e of Californis.

gorrect oopy of uriginal, redopded ot peguedt ef Grantee, Feb, 24, 1017,

‘at 6 nin, paet 11 M0 M. #5713+  Copylat Ji2i.

¢, ba Logan, Cyunty Recomdsr, hy @ -%JL,L,W’Lf,
(Ao 2~

THIS INDENTURE, made thiln IHth Aay of DNecember, 101G, between PAGIELL

Remty.

Deipgl
ELROTHIC RAILVAY COUPANY, e corpertblon avgaunized awl srdsting wunder tbs Iaws of the Bfate of
Qalifornia, garfy"uf the £irat part, snd the CITY OF 505 ANGELEE, s munioipel cofparsfion of thi‘
Sta'i:a‘of Calitomie, party of the secowd pavd, ETHESERNY:  That szid perty of the fivat |
part boreby preats $o the seid parby of bh: second purd, eassement for tht occosbrustjion, reson~

stmetion, inspectisn, maintensnce, opsration emd repalr of & conorate bridge over fhet pert ot":

the pemmanent »ipght of way of the maid padty of the Firet part in $heCity of Lon Anpsles, cuun{:;,r
‘lof Los Angeles, Stake of Qalifornin, degorided as followm:

f s ireemipr shapet plecea or parsel of lend atbuabe Iy *be 0ify of Lbos Anpsles and hﬁix:}g
& poption of that cevtain right of wey eanveyed to the Los ingples Peoifio Company by deed we- :’

sprvied 4n Book 2829 an Pege U8 of Deeds, Teaorde of asid County; waid plece or psroel nf‘lnmd '

baing move yartiuularly- degeribed es Pollows: Bagimning B% the Yortbwasterly cornsr of Lot 1,

Blovic "K," Tract No. 656 es Tecorded in Besk 15 of Mups un'?age 120 thareof; Records of sald i
County; thedoo Horth 81° S3° 307 Woot along $he Boutberly line of tite pfovament fonad right of |
|ty edghty four and Fouwrtesn undredbhs {BU.1Y) fest %o a peint; bhenoé ligwvh: 25° Ya' og” Eaa'b,%
ten {I0) feef ta; s polnt, Thenoe Bouth BL? 537 0¥ Kuﬁ., stwenty {(20) feet'tv & pu,‘mt thenge i
Horth 23" 34° 10" Bast eighty aseven, end sighty Four Inmd:.‘edths (87, Bllr} fagl to the mns’ﬁ Bfm‘-‘ihur}ly
1 sornes of Lot 1B%, ‘ﬁ.ctnriu Patl, as pacormied in Hagk 12 of Maepa on.pege 2 thamuf, Reuorda af ‘
“jesid Gounty; tbencs Bouth 65° 227 05 Faat along the Northerly lins otV tha hereinbarare mentiondd

rd.ghb of waw- si.x%y Bnd. fii‘by alx bmdrad‘hha {SU 55} faah to a8 point, thenor Bouth 257 Ua' 08"

g
H




! ) ‘ i -
j iy -operasing of Pegelving sstd beidge.
; ;

' Taim moent 10 pevartheleps mibJoat to She wight of the paity of the rian'.-. part, its
saooeap0re or sasigng %o zeintala ant oysrate dts paileowd tPacks theman sod the vsover, ta-
. gather with neowauary ant somventent edjunota  Shereto nnd salaygraph, telephone a4 eleobris |
gemnnnuuion linsn pow ponmbtruabod upon and maroen bhe promises h&min’uarozg 4sporibe! mnd alss

%o gonsbtTunt , maintain andl opevats theveon ot apross the same any gther op mﬁiﬁnna; reilroat

tracks, togebhsr with weoepssty and corvenient aljunabs thewsto and velagraph, telsphons mmd
; tlaoteio trenpmispion ifnes that the parky of She Flivgh parb, ite successars or sarigne, may
hereaftsr dasiva, In pongiderstion of Ghe Porageing grant the paprhy of the =scond part
paTaby asress; that sald beldge ohall be somptructed in e firat cless and wrkmunlike mamers;
S ] upon tbhe gompletton ot snid bridge ss mooh s ppaplnle of the surbh exonvated tharefor
shall be thrown bYeek inte the axcevebion pnd the remsindsw» ghall be removed fvom the lund of
gaid pasty of the Fivst parbt, apd tha$ all of o314 back Fillinz shall be thoroughkly packed go

that the groun! will pot sinic or cave in after pald badk £3,14np is ocompleted, and tbe land of

she sall pavhy of the ilrvet part left in A neat and oderly comlition. 4 :
The grent hevhy mede Is upon the furtbor sondition subsequent thab 4Ee premises '
:afomvieaeni'bad sha.l} 2% 211 tlmes be used by the pm-_ty uf the Beooml pavs Lor tke uanatmct.lon,i
,Azintenened and operetien of = goncrete brldze and none other; end P et any +ime ‘suct use
"iy.hall e shandoned or Aigeontipuod, uil r?ghﬁs end priviiepes howehy granted ghall Porthwith )
gease and debevmine nn'l' the perty of the Pirst pavt, 1ts. successors @nd esslgns shall be pe-

stored to 1ts former estate in g4 premises.

¢ A ——— e

1
1]
]
! IN VITHEEPB WHETWEOF, 4ke paerties bereto have cogsed Sheir vespective corpurate nanes
1 : -

. oud seals o be hereunto offiysad the day amd year Pirsh sbowe written.

i {torpurate Senl) ROIFIC ELFCVRIC BATLAWY COMPANY,

By Pmnl Shoup, Presldent. :
. By & A. Culloden, Becretary. !
{ Corporate Sesl} CiTY 0F LOS MJGELES, -

By F. 7. Vioodmsn, MNoyor.
By Phas. L. Wilde, Clty Clew.

CETATE b CALTFDRNEIA, Counky of Los Augeles,)ss.

; On this 14th dey of December, In tbe yenr niueteen hundrsi and 15, A. D., befare me,

< A. Mlgpach, = Hotery Public in wd Por the pold Sounty of Dos Anael es, Bhute of Cslifarnis,
l.waid.‘l.ng thetein, tuly comiisioned ond gwom, pevsondlly appesved Paul Ghoup, known £o me to
%ue the Prealdent, ant H. A, Dulloden, Xnpown to me to be the Smovetsry of PABIFIC ELECTRIC RATLw
5?{&? CouPANY, the Corporstion whiob executed the within and annexed ivetrumsnt, and scknowledged
‘Lo me that moh Corporation sxecubtad tha same.

] IN WITHESE WHEWOY, I beve barennto sat my hako end off ixed my off'ioial geal tle day
pnd yoae in €his certiiloate firgt shove wrlbfen.
(!létsrtal figal}

H.I:-W' .

b.pprmratl a8 to deperlPbidn. -. B, O, Johnmsn, Assistint cniu: Ena.tnuu-
r 19 ﬂuumal. s

; 1957
Ey JIBB .

F. A, alapach, YNosary Publla ] .
in ohd for bun Angples County, Biate oi‘ Galifomia. ¥y Commimsion expives Apwil #U, 1919, ; )

m—-ﬁﬂ‘ .




127, & rell, imw and gorrsot wopy of eriginal, Teporied ab request ot c:l.ﬁy ﬂluﬂ: +Fob. 25, 1917,

ta the tepms of one corthain Rromisgoty Note in wu,':q.q.and fi;g_xms a5 Pallows:

; osm. per mon%h, peyshi: monthly. = Shanld Mpe fntevess uoh be so paid it ah&lL heauma s purt of!

Fmment B LA Crv
WEST 5% 5T Line

MuwH 278 -

a‘-! IIB nin.. pnsh 12 . #535-—-- l:u}y:lat #i2ly, _
C. I Imam, ulmnﬁy Recopdar, by (B ,QM_..M:,J-{_’{_ Peputy.

b e

S DEEL oF THIST, Made thipg 2th du,v of Fewruary, 1017, hstween WBERTA VON HAGEk*
u sipzle wodgn, of the County of Los Angelw#a, State of Onlifornie, pofty of the f£imst parpt,

hereinafter cohied o Trusbor, TITLE IHELFR&ME AND TREIET ODHPAHY, a cospoaration of Los Ang
Californis, part\of the_ reeond pardy, hepelunafter oalled the Trastes, und VIRGINIA F. LLUTIONH,

of tha County and Sthte at‘oreahid, parEly uf.‘ ‘the thipt pars, hereipafter onlled 4the Eeneﬂ.ni;.ry,
' VETMESSET: -
of Toree Twonsend (3000,

T, LHSREAS, puid Tm.stnr, is indehted ta aaid Beneficiney in the s
} Bollawp, aat has a,_f,rﬂﬁfi o pi( the samey with inﬁereah, anunrvnng

£000.00

]
{
1
N !
- Loy An'g‘al'ns. Celitornie, February po, 1917. !
|
5

Bix (§) months alter dath, for value ronauei. I promioe to pay e VIRGINIA F, ORiTON

or urde.rv, at Bam.m fmerjoen Tmsh aid Bav:mga Behlk, Loa dugeles, Csl,,’ the pum of Tires Thm:i— :

annd (=000, oﬁ) Dollaes, with inberest Xrom date bersof until poid, st the’ rate of twu () per i 1
I

the prinsipsl snd hhemnfbaw bas.r like ,mﬁe ¢ o Yhe prdnoipsl. Bhould defesl® be made in t.he

pagmmt‘ o oy :lnnt&llment of mturw‘h wbm due ) then ths wbole pum of prinsipsl snt inkerest

e

]

{

simll broans mmadistaly dna and: ps.yn.hla L tite. opfian of the belder of this note. Poiveipal }
v H
i mtaﬂnt payabln in gom uuin of the Un!.ba Bteten of the graaant aSEndard. This nots fy

‘Ti6le Ineuvimo aug

W










WEST BOULEVARD BRIDGE—SIGNIFICANCE STATEMENT
Submitted by: Mitzi March Mogul for West Adams Heritage Association
1725 Wellington Road, Los Angeles, CA 90019

323/734-9980 Mogulink@gmail.com

The West Boulevard Bridge meets the qualifications for listing as a Historic-Cultural Monument
of the City of Los Angeles because it is associated with events that have made a significant
contribution to the broad patterns of local or regional history and it embodies the distinctive
characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction and possesses high artistic values.

The story and significance of the West Boulevard Bridge, like so much of the story of Los
Angeles, begins with real estate development. As the city pushed West, as new communities were
founded and developed, the need for transportation developed simultaneously. As early as 1902
when the Crenshaw's began buying property, as Moses H. Sherman and Eli P. Clark also
purchased real estate in the area, these developers and entrepreneurs understood that without -
adequate transportation the communities they built would be isolated, no matter how attractive
they may be. With the development in 1905 of Venice as a resort, the need to link the distances
became even greater. Many small railway companies were created throughout Los Angeles, some
of them traversing only one street or one small area. Passengers traveling beyond that would need
to transfer to the rail line of another company. This was both expensive and unwieldy for those
passengers. Street railways in Los Angeles in those days were anything but a safe investment, and
one by one the small railways were acquired by larger companies which were then able to
standardize fares, timetables, track gauge, and routes, and make them more profitable.

That portion of the Venice Short Line from the terminus at Hill & 4th Street to Vineyard Junction
was constructed in 1897 by Pasadena & Pacific Railway Company, a predecessor of the Los
Angeles Pacific Railway. It was then known as the W.16"™ Street Division and extended through
from Vineyard to Beverly Hills. In 1902 Los Angeles Pacific built the Palms Division from
Vineyard to Ocean Park (Kinney’s first resort development); this line was practically level, had
few curves and traversed a much more direct route to the west beaches than did the line through
Beverly Hills. In 1903, a connection was built between Venice City Hall and the Lagoon Line and
the development of Venice just over a year later found Los Angeles Pacific ready with fast, direct
car service to the new resort. In 1908, this line was standard gauged and Los Angeles Pacific's
biggest interurban cars commenced operating over it in trains which sometimes reached five cars
in length. This line immediately became the heaviest traveled beach line out of Los Angeles and
retained that distinction for many years. In 1911, Pacific Electric took over operation of this line.

Under the Pacific Electric flag, the Venice Short Line continued to be a spectacular performer in
transporting crowds to the shore. However, dense traffic encountered in Los Angeles and the rise
of competing bus lines gradually caused patronage to drop. The oft proposed Vineyard Subway
would probably have saved this line; without it, the eventual conversion to busses was inevitable.
The VSL was the "big" line of the Western District. It was the shortest, most direct rail route to the
western beaches and passenger traffic on good beach days reached the highest points recorded on
the entire PE system. Had the Vineyard Subway been built, and had this line been four-tracked (as
was intended), the Venice Short Line undoubtedly would have become the trunk line of a
comprehensive rapid transit system for western Los Angeles. In 1913 the VSL served 4,777,000
riders, a figure that was not surpassed until 1920. After a decline in numbers for some years (that
period saw the ascendance of the automobile), rider ship climbed to and reached its peak at over 6

million in 1945.




By 1909 they were busily engaged in the extension of the Washington Boulevard line. Although
one would like to believe that they were altruistically serving the Los Angeles traveling public, it is
clear they had an ulterior motive, which was to market their new residential developments. The
railroad business was profitable however, and Sherman, Clark, Huntington, and others became
wealthy from it. When Lafayette Square and Victoria Park opened to some success, the Venice
short line was more than justified—it was necessary and successful. It became one of the most
heavily traveled lines in the area. However larger populations also caused increased problems, and
thus the stage was set and events set in motion for what would eventually lead to the construction
of the present day West Boulevard Bridge.

In particular the development of Lafayette Square played an enormous role in the story as it quite
literally pushed the boundaries of residential communities further and further from the original
Civic Center. Lafayette Square was and is an upscale residential park located in what was then
called the “West End” of Los Angeles. Having purchased the land in 1902, George L. Crenshaw
and his son, Charles R.L. Crenshaw, laid out several tracts, first along Crenshaw Blvd. They
began selling lots first in Crenshaw Heights, probably in order to test the viability of such a far-
flung neighborhood. Finally, in 1912, they laid out Lafayette Square. The subdivision and
improvements; which included nine gateways marked by balustrades, 100 elegant electric
streetlights, extensive landscaping and a central park modeled after the park in front of the
Municipal Theatre in Rio de Janeiro. They called it Lafayette Square to honor a family name: the
initial “L” in their names stood for “Lafayette.” (One of the streets in the development was called
“Virginia” after George’s wife; the other street names continued a thematic association.) The
subdivision officially opened on September 22, 1912 and the first residence was constructed in
1913, and the Square became popular with developers as well as those intending to build for
personal use.
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The boundaries of the Square were Crenshaw (also residential at that time, part of the Crenshaw
Boulevard and Crenshaw Heights Tracts) on the east, Washington on the south, West Boulevard
on the west, and 16™ Street on the north. West Boulevard was so named because that was then the
western city limit. Beyond it were groves and vineyards—the remainder of the Nadeau Vineyard




:

Rancho at the east end of what had been the Rancho Las Cienegas de la Tijera. 167 Street
occupied what are now the southerly lanes of Venice Boulevard, occupied by small residences.
The northerly (westbound) lanes of Venice were occupied by the Los Angeles Pacific Railway’s
“Venice Short Line” although Venice was later widened and its course slightly altered.

The 16™ Street (Venice) line carried passengers all the way to Venice, making stops along the way.
One of those stops was Vineyard Junction, located approximately on the rear portion of the site of
the current Lowe’s Home Improvement Center: near where Venice and San Vicente converge. The
Vineyard power station was located in the area of what is now the rear portion of the Lowe's
parking structure, facing Venice Boulevard. The large power station was housed in a Mission
Revival-style structure which was located towards the Southwest portion of the site. Slightly to the
north west of that structure was a storage area for approximately 34 of the railroad cars themselves,
as this important junction serviced several lines. That area later became and still is a ceniral
turnaround point used by both the Los Angeles MTA and Santa Monica's Big Blue bus. To the east
of the power station were other associated works. It was a large piece of property and in 1939
when the Sears store was built on Pico Boulevard it occupied a portion of the property. At that
time the power station was still extant. The general street layout and topography of those early
days also still remains. San Vicente Boulevard extended from Venice Boulevard all the way up to
the Sherman yards, located at what is now Santa Monica and San Vicente Boulevards. Pico
Boulevard had been laid out and a streetcar line also ran on it. Venice Boulevard similarly retains

its same layout although it has been widened.

To the north lay the fledgling communities of Victoria Park, Hancock Park, Beverly Hills, and
Hollywood. Automobile access was limited between the West End and those northern
communities, and in particular, pedestrians were forced to cross the railroad tracks in order to
cross 16" Street. Neighbors in the area had complained about the dangerous “death-trap” grade

crossing to no avail,

On the evening of Sunday, July 13, 1913, a train was stopped at Vineyard Station, Another train
was on approach. Both were eastbound, headed home to the city. It had been a warm weekend
afternoon and throngs of people had gone to Venice to enjoy the beaches, restaurants, and other
local entertainments. That popular resort had been open for less than 10 years and provided a
welcome respife from the daily grind. The crowds that day were especially large and the trains
back to the city filled beyond capacity, but the mood was festive. The railway had added
“special” or extra cars to accommodate the homeward bound patrons.
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When the first train bound for the city reached Vineyard Junction it was forced to stop for an
unusual length of time, due to an electrical wire which had fallen across the track. While that
wire was deactivated and removed, some people disembarked and milled about on the platform
while waiting for the train to continue. The second train, also inward bound from Venice, was on
approach filled beyond capacity.

The flagman of train number one, knowing that the “Special” was coming behind them, walked
back down the track to the west to alert the oncoming train. He claimed that he walked 900 feet
west down the track, waving his lantern as a warning signal. It was after nine o'clock at night,
dark, and he swung his lantern as a signal. He could have placed torpedocs on the track, but
didn't. (A torpedo was a canister which, when placed on the track and crushed by the wheels of
the train, produced a loud audible bang. This was a common safety measure designed to get the
attention of the conductor who might have looked away from or missed the visual signals.) The
oncoming train conductor failed to notice either the flagman or the “slow board,” and because
the approach to the station rounded a curve, didn't see the first train still standing in the station.
In addition it was reported that some pranksters on train number one took advantage of the
flagman's absence to blow the train's whistle a few times causing further confusion. The
motorman of the special did hear the whistle and assumed that the train which preceded his was
pulling out of the station and all was clear for him to enter. Train number two was estimated to
be traveling at approximately 50 mph and did not slow down on approach to the station. At 9:40
PM it slammed into the rear of train number one, telescoping the three cars.

This confluence of events caused an unheralded disaster: a speétacular and deadly crash in 1913
in which fifteen people were killed and at least 125 injured, perhaps some of them fatally. Over
1000 people were involved.

Among the first people on the scene was Dr. Harry G. Marxmiller, who lived at the corner of
16th and West Boulevard. Dr. Marxmiller had practiced medicine in Los Angeles since 1906.
From his house atop the bluff he saw the sparks and the flash of light from the original power
line problem and shortly thereafter heard the crash as train number two plowed into train number




one. For over two hours Dr. Marxmiller was the only professional on the scene in that
inaccessible location, far removed from the center of town and medical attention. He used
whatever supplies he had in his own home and took many of the injured there to be treated. He
was only 36 years old. Just a few years later he was among the first to enlist in the medical corps
in World War 1, first for the British and then for the Americans. He was chief of surgical service
at Base Hospital 34 at Nantes, France and retired with the rank of Major. His experience with
triage at the Vineyard Junction crash site was unexpected training for the battlefield medical
situations he was soon to encounter. Following the war he returned to Los Angeles where he died
on February 25, 1956. Dr. Marxmiller testified at the inquest that the Pacific Electric ran trains at
much too great a speed through that area and said that he had been among a group of residents
who had previously complained to the City Council and the Railway company about the .
excessive speed; he said that they had often remarked that it was a “wonder” an accident had not
happened before.

An inquest was held a few days after the wreck as officials tried to determine the exact cause of the
accident. Who was to blame? The flagman from train one or the conductor from train two? Perhaps
both. The conductor from the “Special” did not remain at the scene that night; he caught another
train going up San Vicente Blvd. and returned to the Sherman Yards, located on a large site that is
now occupied by the Pacific Design Center buildings and the MTA facility. In any case, the
Pacific Electric assumed immediate responsibility and made no effort to shirk their duty to their
riders. They immediately offered to pay whatever was necessary to those who had been affected.
The known cost to the railroad of the wreck was $89,000 which accounted for four cars plus track.
It does not include payments made to the families of the dead or those injured in the crash.

There were two verdicts rendered at the inquest on July 16, 1913. One was that the wreck was
the fault of the conductor of the stopped train, who was inexperienced and new to the route. The
other was that the railroad company itself was to blame for running cars too frequently,
decreasing the time between trains, this due to overcrowded conditions, and that the accident
could have been avoided by proper observance of the rules and employing competent men. The
double verdict was considered unusual but not unheard of. ‘

On July 27, 1913, the State Railroad Commission decided to forbid grade crossings from that point
on in the city of Los Angeles.

On August 1, 1913, the State Railroad Commission commenced hearings to abolish grade
crossings throughout the state.




The Public Utilities Commission met on July 15, 1913 and called for a conference of the Mayor,
Board of Public Utilities, representatives of the City Council and Board of County Supervisors,
management of the Pacific Electric Railway in order to create a definite plan for immediate
safeguards to the public. In September 1915, Lafayette Square residents officially petitioned the
city and the railroad for a viaduct crossing at West Boulevard. The city agreed to study the matter.

Complaints about the inability to cross the Venice rail tracks escalated. Local residents requested
a grade crossing at West Boulevard and Sherman Drive, the point at which the bridge is now
located. The railroad company said that a stop there was impossible, as it was on a 3% grade and
a curve. The location for Vinevard Station had been selected because it was flat and afforded
stopping distance. There was considerable discussion, political posturing, committees and reports
but nothing was resolved. It was not until two years later that the City Council visited the site
and rejected a report that had been prepared earlier by the Public Works Committee of the
Council which favored a grade crossing.

On September 14, 1915 the residents of Lafayette Square presented a formal petition to the
Public Utilities Board which pointed out that without a crossing connecting West Boulevard with
Sherman Drive at Sixteenth Street they “have no direct contact with the central part of the city.”
Children had to walk up to two miles to school in order not to have to cross the tracks. Further,
many stores refused to make deliveries because of the distance. They requested a grade crossing
at which the train would stop for pedestrian/vehicular traffic. Chief Traffic Engineer Howell
stated that such a request was impractical due to the 3% grade. Howell instead presented plans
for a viaduct over the tracks which were approved by the Board and forwarded to the City
Council.

However, on September 24, 1915, the Public Works Committee reaffirmed its earlier report and
sent it back to the full City Council. This was despite a separate report by the Public Utilities
Board which stated in part that the proposed grade crossing “is so situated that it will be the
worst death trap within the limits of the city.” They presented to the full City Council alternative
plans for a viaduct to be built over the rail lines, connecting West Boulevard on the south with
Sherman Drive on the north. Residents of the area had already told the City Council that they
would withdraw their request for a grade crossing in favor of the viaduet. The proposal put forth
by the Utilities Board suggested a payment schedule for construction of a viaduct, the total cost
of which would be $40,000: 50% ($20,000) would be paid by the Pacific Electric, 25%
($10,000) by the City, and 25% by property assessment. Some felt that the Pacific Electric
Company should bear the entire cost. If the City Council were to decide in favor of the grade
crossing, the Pacific Electric Company threatened to appeal to the State Railroad Commission,
precipitating a lengthy legal battle. The Utilities Commission stated that in the event of such an
appeal, it would appear before the Railroad Commission and contend that it has no jurisdiction in
this matter. It was further stated that such a matter would take at least two years.

At Olympic and Rimpau the third iteration of the city’s high school was constructed in 1917. Los
Angetes High Schoo! was the oldest public high school in Southern California (originally located
in downtown, Ezra . Kysor, architect). Students from the West End areas of Lafayette Square,
Arlington Heights, and other subdivisions had difficulty crossing the railway tracks to get the
new school (or so it was stated at the time).

There continned to be delays in construction of the viaduct, including the interruption by the
Great War (World War I). Finally, in January1920, construction began on a wooden bridge
crossing. Lafayette Square would finally be linked to West Boulevard and provide direct access




to West Hollywood, Beverly Hills and other north west communities. It was stated at the time
that “the owners of Lafayette Square had recently dedicated to the city the necessary land
required in connection with the building of the viaduct.” The construction of this bridge, albeit
of the most basic kind, was instrumental in the further development of Los Angeles to the west,
offering new opportunities along with access. But while urban growth demands amenities, so
infrastructure must also keep up with growth.

On September 24, 1915, the Public Works Commission of the City Council reaffirmed their report
favoring the “death trap™ grade crossing and sent their report/decision back to the City Council.
The City Council had previously visited the site of the wreck and rejected the plan for a grade
crossing. The crossing, according to a report by the Public Utilities Board “is so situated that it will
be the worst death trap within the limits of the city.” Public Utilities Board offered and presented
plans for a viaduct over the rail lines instead. The proposed plan would cost approximately
$40,000: 50% or $20,000 to be borne by the railroad 25% or $10,000 by the city, and 25% by
property assessment. The Pacific Electric and agreed to their portion and offered to advance the
city's share of the assessment district would pay the remainder. However residents stated that it
would be impossible to raise that amount. They told the commission that the Crenshaw Realty
Company will oppose the assessment on its side and the Victoria Park Company will oppose it on
the other side.

Eventually, a series of easements was agreed to between the Pacific Electric Ratlway Company
and the City of Los Angeles. The main easement, recorded on December 14, 1916, was to allow
the construction of a bridge connecting West Boulevard on the south and Sherman Dr. on the
north. The terms of this easement called for the construction of “a first-class construction to be of
concrete and none other.” Tt allowed for the city to construct and maintain all aspects the bridge,
and it also required that upon completion any remaining excavation should be either removed from
the site or compacted so as to prevent any deterioration. (See footnote/addendum at end of
Significance for full language of easement.)




Among the other recorded easements were:

July 11, 1917, an indenture was made between Pacific Electric Railway Company and the City of
Los Angeles: in consideration of the sum of one dollar the railway granted to the city an easement
for sewer purposes and the right to construct, maintain and use a sewer across that part of the
permanent right-of-way of the railway. The city agreed to indemnify and save harmless the railway
its successors and assigns from any and all damages claims demands and liabilities whatever
growing directly or indirectly out of the construction reconstruction maintenance operation or
removal of said sewer. :

April 5, 1918, an indenture was made between Pacific Electric Railway Company and the City of
Los Angeles, in consideration of the sum of one dollar they granted an easement for storm sewer

purposes.

Many years later the easement to construct the concrete bridge was renewed, as well as that for the
storm drain and sewer.

On August 19, 1921, Venice (16ﬂ’) was widened from Seventh Avenue to Crenshaw Boulevard. In
the same action Venice was widened from Crenshaw Boulevard to Alta Drive (now Victoria Drive
north of Venice). There were several defendants in the action and payment was made to them, said
real property than being condemned to the use of the City of Los Angeles and to the use of the
public and dedicated to the public use as a public street in the city of Los Angeles.

A few years later, on November 24, 1926, notice was given of an action for condemnation for the
widening the south side of Venice Boulevard from Sixth Avenue to Buckingham Road. The properties
that had occupied 16™ Street (now the southerly, eastbound lanes) were condemned in a legal action
for the opening of 16th Strect. The same action also noticed the opening of a new street to be known as
Venice Boulevard between last mentioned point (Buckingham Road) to Highland Avenue.

January 15, 1930 Pacific Electric Railway recorded completion of the dismantling of a concrete
smokestack. Their intent, along with the contract for dismantling and disposing of all material
from the dismantled smokestack was made about November 27, 1929 with Edwin A. Trish,
business located at 1018 Mignonette St., Los Angeles and filed in the office of the recorder of the
County of Los Angeles on the December 3, 1929. The work of dismantling disposing of all
material was actually completed on January 14, 1930. The property referred to (the smokestack)
was situated on the railway property at Vineyard Substation.

On November 12, 1931 yet another agreement was made between the Pacific Electric Railway
Company and the City of Los Angeles. This was for a subsurface easement for footings for
retaining wall on the north side of Venice at the rear of the southern parcels of Victoria Park
Circle. This was the result of the final disposition of a court case——the Los Angeles Pacific
Railroad Company versus one John Metcalf and others, in which one and a half feet of their
property was condemned to accommodate the widening of Venice Boulevard. That land was
deeded by Eli P. Clark (co-developer of Victoria Park) to the Los Angeles Pacific Company which
then granted an easement to the city of Los Angeles. The section was a linear distance of
approximately 1000 feet. Among the terms of the agreement was one in which the city agreed that
before the city engineer showplace's approval upon plans and specifications for any work or
improvement to be done pursuant to this easement, the said plans and specifications shall be
submitted to the railroad company for a period of 15 days, for the purpose of allowing them to
examine the plans and make any suggestions which it may desire. In connection therewith, no




construction work shall be done until the railroad has approved such plans and specifications. This
agreement was executed on behalf of the Pacific Electric Railway Company by D.W. Pontius,
President, and L.A. Lovell, Secretary, and Mayor John C. Porter and City Clerk Robert
Dominguez for the city of Los Angeles. ‘

Finally, on July 6, 1932, the Board of Public Works finally awarded a contract to the Lynch-

- Cannon Engineering Company for construction of a new bridge—something more efficient and
modern in both technology and design. The plans called for a reinforced concrete structure with a
50-foot roadway at a cost of $59,986.72.

This bridge, as with the original wooden bridge, connected West Boulevard, which lay to the south
of 16™ Street (Venice) with Sherman Drive, which was a short road from the Venice Short Line to
Pico on the north. Sherman Drive was essentially the rear entry to Victoria Park Circle, as
Lafayette Road, one block east of West Blvd. was the service entrance to Lafayette Square.

de A

Facing east on Venice, near San Vicente, railroad lines on the left

October 13, 1933 an indenture was made between Pacific Electric Company and City of Los
Angeles subject to conditions, and contained the right to construct and maintain a highway upon
and across those certain parcels of land that lie within the railroad right-of-way

Clearly the railroad company enjoyed a position of some power with regard to this particular area.
The easement agreements are written in ironclad fashion which favors the rights of the Railway
Company. It is ironic then that within 20 years it would be they who were obsolete and that the
city of Los Angeles would be the beneficiary of demands originally made to protect a private

company.

The Pacific Flectric Railway eventually became a wholly owned subsidiary the Southern Pacific
Railroad. Eventually as various bus lines were created and automobiles became more prevalent
the railways and in particular the Venice Short Line offered less frequent service and eventually
was discontinued in March of 1948. In order to completely abandon service and to abandon the
lines, the railroad requires permission from either the Public Utilities Commission or the State
Railroad commission. Final abandonment of rail service occurred on September 1, 1950 when




busses were substituted; rails were removed with the exception of a short piece of the inbound
main adjacent to the Culver City Station. At that time the city would have assumed all rights to
the land formerly occupied by the Pacific Electric and the vendor short line. Upon abandonment
all of the easements and agreements formerly made between the railroad company and the city of
Los Angeles would revert to the city of Los Angeles and the railroad would have no further right
to exert its former rights. Railroads operate as a franchise or lease, with permission granted by
the city or county build maintain and operaie as a public convenience. The easements granted by
the railroad back to the city were only in effect as long as the railroad continued to operate.
Abandoning operations meant abandoning its franchise, and the city was under no further
obligation to the railroad.

As of July, 1911, it took 50 minutes westbound and 52 minutes in the opposite direction with
trains running on 20 minute headway in base periods, 15 minute headway in the cvening rush
hours and 30 minute frequency at night. In early 1913, "Flyers" made it in 45 minutes, locals in
50 minutes. All Venice Short Line trains ran limited east of Vineyard, local service there being
provided by the W. 16th Street Line. On August 10, 1916, VSL trains looped in Santa Monica
via Santa Monica Boulevard., 3rd Street, Broadway to Ocean. On December 1,1926 this loop
was discontinued, and trains were through-routed with those of the Santa Monica via Beverly
Hills Line; about two months later this through-routing was terminated, with Venice Short Line
trains again terminating at Ocean & Broadway. As of January 30, 1939, Venice Short Line trains
required 59 minutes for the outbound trip, 60 minutes inbound.

On February 9, 1941, the Venice Short Line was through-routed with the Hollywood Boulevard.
Line except for rush hour, night and Sunday service; 20 brand new PCC cars were assigned to
the line and running time was lengthened to 62 minutes outbound, 67 inbound. All midday cars
did the local work east of Vineyard. On April 18, 1943, the VSL-Hollywood Boulevard was
through-routed ended; headway became 20 minutes during base, night and Sunday periods, plus
a 75 minute service all night fong. Running time became 64 minutes out, 65 in.

Postwar dropping off of passengers was reflected in service cuts. On March 21, 1947, weekday
evening service after 10:00 PM was put on a thirty minute headway. “Owl” service was
discontinued on March 12, 1948, and on the same date Sunday service also went on a half hour
headway after 10:00 PM. Evening rush hour headway was very frequent, down to 7 minutes in
some instances. Base service was on a 20 minute headway basis, with the same headway being
scheduled for Sunday daylight hours.

Downtown traffic(between Hill Street Station and Vineyard) was a severe headache; this
segment of the line represented but 4% of the route mileage, yet as of 1939 it took 24% of the
average running time; in later years this became even greater.

As of 1939 the Venice Short Line required 23 cars of the 950 and 800 Classes. A maximum of
23 cars were required and a minimum of seven. These cars seated 56 and were not fast; the 800s
could get up to about 48 mph, the 950s but 41 mph.

The Venice Short Line was protected from Vineyard to Venice by automatic block signals,
installed as a result of the disastrous Vineyard wreck of 1913.

Venice Short Line and other interurban trains using W. 16" Street were given some relief from
interference by local cars through two sidings; outbound, a siding was located at Berendo Street,




inbound one was at Third Avenue. Local cars were required to enter sidings when interurban
trains were observed overtaking.

Two railroad crossings were encountered; at Culver Junction.(Santa Monica Air Line); and at
Washington Boulevard. (Inglewood Line); both were protected by automatic block signals.

There were six junction switches: at Hill Street Station, at Sixth Street, at Vineyard, at Culver
Junction., at Culver City Station, and at Venice City Hall.

The West Boulevard Bridge is an important reminder of the many incidents and circumstances
which contributed to the development of the city of Los Angeles and in particular the
transportation patterns which in turn also contributed to urban development. It was a
transformative moment, politically, mechanically, and culturally.

The design of the bridge is a very pleasing combination of classical elements integrated with the
Art Deco style. Its distinctive style and prominent location, its association with notable figures
from the early years of the city, as well as its dramatic story, are compelling reasons for its
preservation and recognition as a Historic Cultural Monument. One might even take the view that
it is that most important of monuments: a headstone of sorts, in recognition and memory of the
many people who died in the Great Wreck of 1913. Although they gave their lives uawillingly that
night, the incident galvanized citizens, civic, business, and government entities to take actions
which no doubt resulted in saving many more lives over the ensuing years. There had been
previous train crashes, wrecks, and accidents, but none that resulted in such a terrible loss of life. It
was not until the night of July 13, 1913 that sufficient thought was given to instituting greater
safety measures. Those safety measures resulted in the bridge which, by offering a new
convenience, also generated new avenues for business and entertainment. The bridge provided
access between residents of the area located south of Venice Blvd. and the burgeoning business
districts of Wilshire Boulevard and Hollywood. The bridge has acquired an iconic status, as it
marks the western entry to the West Adams district. The bridge is not only a connection between
communities but it is also a tangible connection between past and present and represents a turning
point in the growth and development of the city.

One of the thoughts expressed in the aftermath of the wreck and subsequent investigations, was the
hope that this kind of incident would never happen again—that the new safety measures would
prevent such tragedies. Indeed, it would be many years before something of the same magnitude
would happen in Los Angeles, when a Metrolink train and a Union Pacific train crashed in
Chatsworth on September 12, 2008. Twenty-five people were killed and many others injured. That
incident was also the result of operator error—inattention to the signals, also on a curved section of
track. As long as human beings operate large, heavy, dangerous equipment, there will always be




the danger of serious accidents. More ironic is the fact that the new Exposition Line has many
grade crossings, seenmngly in disregard of historic precedent, if not railroad regulations.

Some may argue that there are other bridges, in particular those which connect downtown with
East Los Angeles, which are more attractive in design or more impressive feats of engineering,
however the West Boulevard Bridge is unique in that it 1s an urban bridge which connects
relatively close communities which would otherwise remain disconnected and isolated. It's lesser
size and perhaps more subtle design in no way detracts from its significance. Rather this bridge is
the connective tissue in the story of urban development, in which real estate transactions,
architecture, transportation, and social conditions, and tragedy came together and altered
conditions, and in so doing changed local history.

* ADDENDUM: The exact language of the original easement as executed is as follows:

“This indenture made this 14th day of December 1916 between Pacific Electric Railway Company
a Corporation organized and existing under the laws of the state of California and the city of Los
Angeles a municipal Corporation of the state of California. That said party of the first part hereby
grants to the said party of the second part easement for the construction reconstruction inspection
maintenance operation and repair of a concrete bridge over the part of the permanent right-of-
way of the said party of the first part in the city of Los Angeles County of Los Angeles state of
California, described as follows: an irregular shaped piece or parcel of land situated in the city of
Los Angeles and being a portion of that certain a right of way conveyed to the Los Angeles Pacific
company by deed recorded in book 2829 on page 148 of deeds, records of said County, said peace
or parcel of land being more particularly described as follows: beginning at the northwesterly
corner of Lot 1 block K tract number 666 is recorded in book 15 of maps on page 120 thereof;
records of said County; thence North 81° 53° 30° west along the southerly line of the
aforementioned right of way 84 and 1400's feet to a point; thence North 28° 48° 06° east 10 feet to
a point. Thence South 81° 53° 30° east, 20 feet to a point, thence North 28° 36° 10° east 87 and
8400s feet to the most southerly corner of Lot 185, Victoria Park, is recorded in book 12 of maps
on page 2 thereof, records of said County; thence South 66° 22° 05° east along the northerly line
of the hereinbefore mentioned right-of-way 60 and 5600s feet to a point; thence South 28° 48° (6°
West 80 and 6300s feet to the point of beginning. Said peace or parcel of land being more
particularly shown by the colored portion of the plat hereto attached and made part thereof.
Together with the right to enter upon and to pass and repass over and along said parcel of land
and fo deposit tools implements and other material thereon by said party of the second part its
officers assigns and employees by persons under contract with that and their employees for the
purpose of maintaining operating or repairing said bridge.

This grant is nevertheless subject to the right of the party the first part its successors or assigns to
maintain and operate the railroad tracks there on and there are over together with necessary and
convenient adjuncts thereto and telegraph telephone and electric transmission lines now
constructed upon and across the premises hereinbefore described and also to construct maintain
and operate there on or across the same any other or additional railroad tracks together with
necessary inconvenient adjuncts thereto and telegraph telephone and electric transmission lines
that the party the first part its successors or assigns may hereinafier desire. In consideration of the
Joregoing grant the party the second part hereby agrees that said bridge shall be constructed in a
first-class and workmanlike manner and upon the completion of said bridge as much as possible of
the earth excavated therefore shall be thrown back into the excavation and the remainder shall be
removed from the land of said party of the first part and that all of said backfilling shall be




thoroughly packed so that the ground will not sink or cave-in after said backfilling is completed
and the land of the said party of the first part left in a neat and orderly condition.

The grant hereby made is upon the further condition subsequent that the premises aforedescribed
will ar all times be used by the party of the second part for the construction maintenance and
operation of a concrete bridge and none other and if it any time such use shall be abandoned or
discontinued, all rights and privileges hereby granted shall forthwith cease and determined and
the party of the first part, its successors and assigns shall be restored to its former state in said
premises.

In witness thereof the parties hereto have caused their respective corporate names and seals to be
hereunto affixed the day and year first above written”.

The agreement was signed by Paul Shoup, President of the Pacific Electric Railway Company and
Secretary H A. Culloden, as well as by Mayor F.T. Woodman and City Clerk Charles L. Wilde.



WEST BOULEVRD BRIDGE—ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION
Submitted by: Mitzi March Mogul for West Adams Heritage Association
1725 Wellington Road, Los Angeles, CA 90019

323/734-9980 Mogulink@gmail.com

The design of the bridge is a very pleasing combination of classical elements integrated with the
Art Deco style.

The construction is of concrete, with double arch approaches and a center support which divides
the roadway below. It is 525 feet in length, extending from 16" Place on the south, to Victoria
Park Drive (formerly Sherman Drive) on the north, including approaches. It spans Venice
Boulevard below and connects West Boulevard with Pico. The roadway is thirty feet wide and
there is a five foot sidewalk on the west side. On the east side is an approximately one foot wide
raised curb. The bridge is surmounted by several ornamental light posts, six on the east side, four
on the west. This is due to the much longer northern approach and structures on the northwest
end. The fixtures sit atop geometric plinths, the outside of which extends to the ground, forming
a pilaster. On the outside, below the light fixture the plinth is decorated with a highly stylized,
geometric, incised (not applied) flower design. Below that is another incised, recessed design
consisting of two sets of extruded triangular pilasters.

The railings or balustrade of the viaduct are perforated by an arcade of arched openings, which
serve several purposes: the openings reduce the weight of the bridge; they provide an airy
quality; the continuous repetition is a design element. Each end of the railings is punctuated by a
large square block with a conical top.

The height clearance for vehicles below is 13°8”.

On the east side of the bridge, approximately two thirds of the way before the peak of the span if
one is starting at the north end, is a small gate and a staircase which leads to Victoria Park Drive
below. (This is currently locked.) There is a small, square, enclosed landing and the stairs are to
the left. The landing rests on a solid angular pedestal. The steps are of concrete with iron treads
with a cross-hatch design. The metal hand rail is fairly simple, but the design is embellished with
large elaborate S-scrolls at intervals and the end of the handrail turns into a large S-scroll.




A short distance further to the center of the bridge (going south) is another staircase, also located
on the east side. That stair shares many of the design details of the first stair, but because it is
higher, it was given a further embellishment on the under side of the stair treads, that being three
very elaborate corbels, executed in concrete. The scrolls are a combination of large and small
inverted and extroverted curves and stepped geometric blocks, encircled at the top of each by a
continuous textured, horizontal band of fluting.

On the outside of the ratlings below the openings is a geometric “dragon’s tooth” or exaggerated
dentil design which extends the length between the two largest, most elaborate piers.

The bridge is divided below into two openings through which to pass: one westbound, the other
eastbound. The openings are divided in the center by a large angular support which creates a
barrier between east and westbound lanes. At the sound end on the east side, parallel to the
bridge, is a pedestrian walkway from Venice Boulevard to 16™ Place (as well as West Boulevard
and Lafayette Road, the former service road to Lafayette Square).

The lights atop the bridge are still in working condition and every so often are turned on at night,
no doubt in order to test and maintain their service.

A low divider occupied the center median, separating he tailroad tracks from the automobile
traffic lanes; the divider is in the same design as the bridge balustrade, with the same curved
openings.




Prior to construction of the current bridge, Venice Blvd was divided between railroad tracks on the
north and an elevated auto roadway occupying what are now the westbound lanes of Venice Blvd.
That elevated road was constructed sometime beitween the construction of the wooden bridge in
1920 and the current bridge in 1932/33. The lower portion of that roadway—the structural
support—used the identical curved openings later used for the bridge balustrade and median
divider. Thus some of the basic features of the current bridge actually date to a much earlier era
and it seems likely that there was a conscious effort to achieve visual continuity. The elevated road
was demolished along with the wooden bridge to make way for the new construction.

The bridge was designed “in-house” by architects and engineers of the Los Angeles Dept. of
Engineering. Chief Engineer of the department was J.J. Jessup. The designing engineer was Merrill
Butler. Butler was chiefly responsible for most of the bridges constructed at that time.




However, the city was not responsible for actual construction of the bridge. The contract for
construction was awarded on July 6, 1932 by the Board of Public Works to the Lynch-Cannon
Engineering Company. The plans called for a reinforced concrete structure with a 50-foot roadway
at a cost of $59,986.72. The bridge was completed in March, 1933; completion of the approaches
took another month. It was opened to traffic on April 25, 1933.

While the bridge structure follows a classic arc form, and the band of “fenestrations” is also
based on classical designs, the rest of the features are derived from the Art Deco vocabulary,
which was the dominant architectural style at that time. The combination of horizontal and
vertical elements and curved and geometric forms are characteristic elements of the Art Deco
style. This integration of traditional and modern idioms, highly stylized yet restrained and
elegant, demonstrates the city’s desire to embrace a new civic attitude for its streetscape. Rather
than look to the Period Revival styles which were also enjoying some popularity in association
with Art Deco, this design is oriented toward modernity. The Art Deco style was hugely
influential but it is rarely given enough credit for it impact on Los Angeles. Especially given the
imminent loss of the Sixth Street Viaduct near downtown, the recognition of the West Boulevard
bridge takes on a new urgency. The two bridges were built at about the same time and share
several design features. However, there are very few bridges located in such a central urban area
as that of the West Boulevard Bridge, and certainly none which played such a seminal role in the
history of railroad safety, transportation and urban planning.




WEST BOULVARD BRIDGE PHOTOS
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DETAIL FROM ORIGINAL PLANS, SHOWING SPAN, NORTHERN APPROACH,
LARGE STAIR, LIGHT FIXTURES, AND DECORATIVE DETAILS. WITH MINOR
EXCEPTIONS, BUILT AS DRAWN.

WEST BOULEVARD BRIDGE |




DOUBLE ARCH SPAN ACROSS VENICE BOULEVARD, FACING WEST. TO RIGHT,
BEYOND BRIDGE IS LOWE’S, FORMER SITE OF VINEYARD STATION.

UNDERNEATH SPAN IN EASTBOUND LANES, SHOWING ARCADE OF ARCHED
OPENINGS OUTLINED BY RAISED MOULDINGS; “WAVY” ART DECO PATTERN
FOLLOWED BY DRAGON’S TOOTH DESIGN BELOW

WEST BOULEVARD BRIDGE 2




WEST BOULEVARD BRIDGE 3




PLACE AND WEST BLVD.

SOUTHERN APPROACI (FACING NORTH) FROM 16™

WEST BOULEVARD BRIDGE 4



EAST SIDE OF SPAN, FACING SOUTH EAST

WEST BOULEVARD BRIDGE  §




SMALL STAIR FROM REAR, SHOWING BANNISTER AND ART DECO DETAILS

WEST BOULEVARD BRIDGE 4
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LARGE STATR ON EAST SIDE (FACING NORTHWEST), SHOWING ORNAMENTAL
BANNISTER, SUPPORTS, PIERS, ARCHED OPENINGS. THIS AREA IS A CUL DE '*
SAC, OPEN TO PEDESTRIAN ACCESS VIA STEPS FROM VENICE.

LARGE STAIRCASE FACING SOUTH WEST, SAME DETAILS AS ABOVE, PLUS
THE SPAN ACROSS VENICE, LIGHT FIXTURE, PART OF RETAINING WALL. IN

BACKGROUND IS THE WALKWAY TO 16" PLACE.

WEST BOULEVARD BRIDGE 7




DETAIL OF TOP OF LARGE STAIR BANNISTER, SHOWING “S” CURVES

WEST BOULEVARD BRIDGE - §
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EAST SIDE, CUL-DE-SAC AT VENICE BLVD. AT FAR UPPER RIGHT ARE
PEDESTRIAN STEPS -

CORNER OF CUL-DE-SAC; PEDESTRIAN ACCESS FROM VENICE IS ON OTHER
SIDE OF RETAINING WALL, AS SHOWN., NOTE ART DECO DESIGN.

WEST BOULEVARD BRIDGE 9
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EAST SIDE OF SOUTH APPROACH, SHOWING PEDESTRIAN WALKWAY TO 16™
PLACE :

CEILING LIGHT FIXTURE UNDER SOUTH SIDE OF BRIDGE

WEST BOULEVARD BRIDGE 1()
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LIGHT FIXTURE DETAIL

REVERSE SIDE, FACING VENICE

WEST BOULEVARD BRIDGE 1
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DETAIL OF ARCADE OPENINGS, ART DECO ELEMENT, AND DRAGON’S TOOTH
DESIGN
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WEST BOULEVARD BRIDGE AT END OF DAY

WEST BOULEVARD BRIDGE

13
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PHOTO TAKEN DURING INVESTIGATION OF THE WRECK, FACING
SOUTHEAST. ON THE LEFT IS THE POWERSTATION; THE WOODEN BRIDGE IS

SAN VICENTE BLVD.

FACING SOUTHEAST ON VENICE LINE AFTER 1939. WEST BLVD BRIDGE IN
BACKGROUND, SEARS STORE OPEN; TRAIN PARTIALLY OBSCURED BEHIND
TRAIN IN FOREGROUND IS HEADED NORTH ON SAN VICENTE. PHOTOS TAKEN

AT APPROX. SAME LOCATION




REDONDO BOULEVARD GRADE CROSSING FACING EAST, 1927, APPROX. 1
MILE WEST OF VINEYARD—AN EXAMPLE OF STANDARD GRADE CROSSING

FACING EAST ON VENICE AT SIXTH AVENUE. AT CRENSHAW BLVD. THE
TRACKS SWUNG OVER TO THE NORTH SIDE OF THE STREET, TO THE
JUNCTION AT VINEYARD, JUST BEYOND THE WEST BLVD. BRIDGE. PHOTO C.

1940
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BRIDGE JUST AFTER COMPLETION, FACING EASTBOUND ON VENICE JUST
BEYOND SAN VICENTE INTERSECTTON. ON LEFT IS DIVIDER FOR RAIL LINES
AND RAIL CAR PARTIALLY OBSCURED.

BRIDGE JUST AFTER COMPLETION, FACING WESTBOUND ON VENICE.
RATLROAD DIVIDER ON RIGHT. POWER STATION VISIBLE JUST BEYOND
(UNDER) BRIDGE ON THE RIGHT




AN OUTBOUND SANTA MONICA CAR HAS JUST DEPARTED VINEYARD,
HEADING TOWARDS VIADUCT OVER PICO BLVD. THE SANTA MONICA VIA
VENICE BLVD. LINE COMES IN FROM THE LEFT. _

PHOTOS OF VINYARD JUNCTION, FACING NORTHWEST: SAN VICENTE IS

- STRAIGHT AHEAD, VENICE CURVES TO THE LEFT; FAR LEFT IS THE
ELEVATED ROADWAY. TODAY, THE MID-TOWN CENTER, RALPH’S MARKET,
OSH, ETC. OCCUPIES THE TRIANGULAR SITE IN CENTER OF PHOTO. BOTH
PHOTOS TAKEN FROM WOODEN BRIDGE, PRIOR TO 1932.



PREPARATION FOR CONSTRUCTION OF CURRENT BRIDGE, FACING WEST.
INCLUDES DEMOLITION OF ELEVATED CONCRETE ROADWAY OCCUPYING

SOUTHERLY LANES.

TKEN FROM WEST BOULEVARD BRIDGE, FACING NORTHWEST, UPON
COMPLETION OF SEARS, 1939; AT LEFT IS VINEYARD POWER STATION.




FACING NORTHWEST UP SAN VICENTE, PHOTO TAKEN FROM “TRIANGLE”
SEPARATING SAN VICENTE AND VENICE LINES

FACING NORTH, PHOTO TAKEN FROM WEST SIDE OF BRIDGE PRIOR TO
COMPLETION OF LOWE’S STORE, FORMER SITE OF VINEYARD POWER
STATTON AND SEARS
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- A MONG REAL ESTATE -
OWHERS AND DEALERS.

D

GROWING ACTIVITY FOR AN AL-
READY ACTIVE MAWEET.

———— gttt

Butlook for Reat Eatate Al That
i Could Be Desired—No Trace of a
Clond Visible”™ from  Horizon to
Horizon, .

Tha market, while not sluggiah at any
time during the swinmer, is beglnnlns
ic Warm- up s)ightly os the fril seapon
nppreachkes. Some Investments on Main
street. and In other Ilocalities, whose
lmporiance w5 sites for business bulld-
ings w8 been noted by far-sighted
buyers, are among those reported dur-
ing the week; wnd the proposition -to
Improve o truct, of aboul TO0 acyes, 1y—
Ing jJust back of Highiand Park, so
A& to. eonvert it inte o second Swiley
Helghts, 15 among the large enterprises
that hnve recentily come o lghto
Broadwey, from Seéventh - to Majn
gtreets, is being reapidly paved, oand
the wark 13 apparently belng well,
done, ‘The lmprovementa proposcd for
HIN street ATe progressingE. Prepitrn-
tions to widen a portion of<Los Angce-
les atreet, In the wholesale districtk,
-mare under way: and the general trend
of Improverment, and of Dreparartian
for an-increasing business io all iines,
1s altogethey satizfactory, The demwmand
for building sltes, and for resldence
proepecties, continuce active, 'and pur-
chases of beach- properiies, for tmme-
diate lmprovement, do not diminisn
£ the summer senason drawa to 8 close.

Adjoining the Nevin Tract.

A purchage of unlmproved acrenyge
properiy, noted [t the early part of the
weeld, that will donbtiess result In nn-
other trart in - the western porilon
of the city being placed ot the MET-
ket was that by. which G. L. Crenshaw
and assoclates, secured from W, A,
Horne fifteen ueres locnated Just wesh
of the Nevin trast, and extending from
Pico to Bixteenth streei; comsideration
named, 322500, ‘The exceptlonnlly fine
imiprovements in the MNevin tract, coll-
nled with the excellent location and
aplendid wview_  naturally attract- at-
tention to thae locaMty; and if the
rew tracts, placed upon the market In
this nelghoorhood, shaoll emulate the
sxtmples alrendy set In the way of
large loir, strictly flrst-claspg street and
‘genertd improrvements, and wholegome
uflding resiriztlong, this section will
grow up to ha one of the most desir-
nble resldence districts of the city. Ita
natural advanteages are undoubtedly
great. aad the steps so far taken In Its
development ecan be classed as Im-
provements that lmprove and dasvetop-
ments that develop. -
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Crenshaw Heights Traet.

cNolan agd  Smith are preparing o
place upon the murket a subdivision

to be known ag the Crenshaw Helghte™
tract, It extends from Pleo street, on

the north, to Sixteenth stréet, on the

south; and from Wilton Place, on the

east to unimproved acreage, on the
west. The lots are 60z150 and 0x178 .
feet each., They comimangd g fine view

of the Cahuenga Valley, are In the

neighborhood of the Nevin and the

Angelus Vista tracts, are protected by

g $3500 bullding restriction, and are

suppllied with good street and trect im-

provements. They are to be offcred at

from 1250 to $3200: and,: with their

fine location, will, doubtless, readlly

find buvers at those figures.

o e
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J. Cather Newsom plans of o two-
sz@fm atﬂc and basement residenice to
m erected In the Crenshaw Heights

ract for C. L. Crenshaw., It will be in
th& combination mission style. contaln
fourteen rooms, entrance and staircage
halls;- three bathrooms. gymnasiam,
numerons clogets, ete. It will be bulilt
on § concrete foundation, nnd have
cement ‘plat.ster exterior. The same
architect has plans of o frame hunca-
low to be bullt on Mmmnim Heg:hm
for Mrs, E. BR. Dennils. He nhas
plans for o two-story and base-
ment mission reridence t60 beo
buflt at Hoeliywood for J. R. H
hard. It.. will cantain twelve rocms a.nd
have bDeam t&ﬂfﬁgﬂ ong hardwood
floors, He has also plans of an eight=-
room residence for J. €. Reinhard to
be bullt ot the northwest corner of Ho-
bart boulevard and Cambridee sireet.
Ee hasg also planc of 8 hotel building
‘to be mzed a8t Pacoima. It will con-
imin about twenty roorms.




LOS ANGELES TIMES, FEBRUARY 17, 1907
REAL ESTATE NOTES.

Crenshaw Realty Iﬁv&mmﬁ Com-
pany report following sales: On Cren-
shaw boulevard, lot 14, tfss R ¥, Lae~
feld, 31500 on ﬁrﬂmsha,w Arlington
Haig’hts, lot 7. block” 48, to Ellzabeth
Ricker, $1800, lot 7, block 40, to W. R.
Markham, $1600; on Benton Terrace, lot)
B, to Laelln and Bertha ,uﬁkiﬁghamﬁ
$2000: on Arlinzton H&!ghts Exwmiam
lots 44, 45 48, block B, t Mil-
ler of Towa., 31050

.

A. to Mrs. Emma Jerrue of {:'-a.

$1150. .

' Dravid Barry & Co. rsport {h= - Zailow-,
mng sgies In ‘Vii*taria. Parl: for (e week
up. to Friday: To Tyler & 74, the resis
depee 3ite st No. § Victarlz Fark, 5 o
150 feer, @st the Imrraaﬁ*’m‘* 9t two of
the d-lvas in the park, 22M4:.i5 Dr. C.
W oAden., Xo. 10 Viem *!a Pari, §0x 150
fony, Swﬁ* te Walter =. Rlaamnard, Xo.
17 Tiatoria Park. 60x160 feet. ‘SE’GW 1o
"%"iliiam Paltsevich and J. 1. Healdr,
No, 18, £0x180 feet, and No. 20, 85xI50
fent, at t!% intersection of twe of the
drives in.Victoria Park: conaideraticn
for Nos, 18 .and 20 mgetht.r 34560; to
J. A. Bawden, Neo. 97, Victoris. ,,ark,
Tox140 feet, ot the ¢ a*ersectim of parlc
drivw, $3:3af3- to Tnomas F. Bixby, No,
, ¥lotorin Park, 4xlells feet, $1900; to
LeslieE Callins, No. 98, Victoria Park,
60x148 fect, $i%00: to Frank J. Elis,
No. 86, Victoria Park, $0x140 Zeet, $1800.
Victorla Park I8 the =»»w resldsnes park
situated bLetween Pico ard Sixteenth
streets on the West Adaviz Helghts
hill, southwest. The sfme company reé-
port the sale of the ssven-room bunga-
low, No. 2927 Hobart boulevard, Frank
Schoenrock ta Emma C. Weils, $5250.
Iot No. 128 Newton Park. aexxiz foet,
to R. A. Klassen, $700.




LOS ANGELES TIMES, JUNE 12, 1910

WEST END DEVELOPMENTS.

Crenshaw Realty Investment
mmm saven TOOMm bunga-

mﬁ‘ﬂmﬂeﬂ for owners as follows:
Meusser \ieha!sm, mm&r Tenth ave-

avenue a.nd Smtmnzh* B B
Tenth avenue and Grant and E. B. M»
len, 2t No. 1613 Ninth avenue. Recent
salex of lots are: Tom Morris, four lots
on Tenhth avenue between Sixteenth
and Gran:. B8 R. B. Price, lot on
Tenth avenue, near Sixteenih, 3$1500;
John Murl, lot on %"mth avenye, near
W‘ashlzzgz&n $125 R, Allen_ lot on
Ninth avenne, mm- Sixteenth,

The tract {n qmstsan in in the wast
part of the ¢ity on XNinth and Tenm
&Nﬁﬁm ﬁetween S&l@gﬁ& and Wash
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TO OPEN IN WEEK.

The Crenshaw Trust and Realty
Company, onners of Lo Fayette
gnuare, announce that that property
will bg put on the market on Septem-
ber 22, The {mptovements, which are
of the highest character, have been
completed and the tract is ready for'
the home bullder, The lots, 267 In
number, will ranf In alze fmm
fox145 to 100x100 feet, Bullding re|
strictlons of from $6000 to $15,000
wilt be enforced. The property s
hounded by Sixteenth streat, Washing-
ton boulevard, Crenshaw boulevard’
and & private roadway of the com-
onny, The granite gateways marking
the appronches nre striking foatures
of the tract,
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Buzld Your Beautiful Home

+ In LaFayette Square “And Live Foreper”

You will be charmed with the air of seclusion
and the stamp of elegance---that completely
envelops this royal domain.

The commanding location of the highlands of

the fashionable West End (between Washing-
ton Boulevard, Venice Short Line (16th Street)
and Crenshaw Boulevard.) gives to LaFayette
P Square a prominence that is truly remarkable.

LaFayette Square frontage compared to other high-class
_gg‘ r_lg property is today intrinsically worth not less than $100 per
“/‘ Yoot—however, you may buy it for less than one-half that

amount at present opening prices. (Restricted for 50 years.)

Note that we have moved from
The Title Insurance Building fo
905-907 Van Nuys Building

CRENSHAW

TRUST & R.EALTY' (30.

o i T
PHON ES 905 9 a 7
LRSS Van Nuys
2979 Building
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FIFTEEN DEAD AND €

‘The Oosk

ISUNDERSTOOD SIGNAL
TAKES FEARFUL TOLL.

Ozmzshm_g Beach Special Rams Crowded
Trains of Homegoers.

More Than a Thousand Persons in Wreck of Hearily-
Loaded Pasific Bloctric Cars ab Fincyard Stalion on
the Fenice Line—Coackes Lelescoped and Aleny Dic

Pinned Under the Debris.

fockertny danger slgmel o fyiag
Paclte Elecule  =paclal  tealn
homewntd bound from the banch =it
c bl Sunder crowd, remsied inte
twe shras-crr traln londs of prmisn-
zave whils Toundidg & curve at-¥inc-
yerd Junchion st 340 ofclock last
night. KilEng Dftest  poysors  and
Inturing oty them 200,
Tho vicllma ware In the dark Ar

Ruse:im st lop fprad pem &,

from arquod 1he curva mu)ma 1bo o el
& Tio weay Through tha spiinieres 1m-

BradiEht of the anrusbing

ghriil binst of z whists, ::u Bleyelig

shrlsk ©l & waman-—then tho crasl

1bat thundersd desth.  ‘Tha wreclk

wu catsed b) mlsml\lur:lﬂm!. Elg-
t u{:.

=

tna ahsunen
fienes oe fhe TR e, ana
presitng afa Trolley wisa thar hed
hehed

ngs. apliniered tlers sod tutaled
son an# etesl Aew ihrough the
cfawd In fwo card and shaliersd Dass
was aent tn o lhovrnr. From fhe rear
wnd of cor 71 sd’tha rsoot end
of cor Mo, 6 h had Come to-
Fathar in the senp IRG, vattiaion, sehea
tho serensma tar Belp-

I 3 B1_ths power
trangraiasion elation o s functie
word hod basn ieiephoved for help.
Fow (ool wera nvollablo lo Femove
the wreckage, mnd ohe man dech

ton mel;h\mﬂnt hiues end varraced
w wilh which De hacked

bore pnd Hberated b dezen stifferera,
Halp tns oW i Areing, a4
thets who cume to lhe rellat of the
strlcken found u ghwatiah  withon
paraliel. Two curs were stlil led
with sufferets. blen wonien und chll.
Aren were ponned I, Lhelr Jlmis ond
wodien held ymprizoned Iy the weesk-
ol ¢

Tie ohbght e explainabh ond agn.”

wab it 4o ook Oda tralh of threo cams

jonctlon nt Vineyard Busdon al §
oelack.” 1L had béen thers only e fo¥
minules whea & second
up. Both wars held up on rferd b
o ey wro
Show, 700" vrds mmgad, The traina
had bern pianding Lhers e
lims when the eraw of the sctond

4 uvln; Candiis were Tuched ta Lha

b af fne weocks for thers was na
hillr.l‘ Ught elenred

by i by the 1brough the ﬁuknun -n# .!nl:\‘(i
peretor ol tha junctien o ol an cnm. other cars on BELT-By bra
i = his sripioal fhrowing inalc - hoadlichis upen n

o
ho bad dravnubock e
e og. ot b Tanr, of, fne-Nrot, fratn
when (ha S!xhu wentiott  Co

at of car
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-taword the cliy. Condictor Borlhola- pnant ,,,,m.n thmogh oo, hotkes ot
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Thn aneyahing spocial Ioin The Barke
oned cay, The D e on Ee £9-
sranching ppecial evidently under.

HARD T0 RESCUE,
ollﬂx to the Lnacceslble plees o
which the wreck oectrud, the wicbu-

JxBces na eutos slatloned o Klerk

rwy, and on iha Improvissd ltters

of taT finads, trasl of thu vieuma were
carciod out. The, EMbering crawe
hunuamd uua wark of reccu? wod oaly

pollcenion helped to oz
paﬂin -thlp l:xlllrn of the grin Lrag-

*Froma cars gl wers un-
il g s
Heeats info Tibboen 2nd bound the

lhud ihn |wo Yinsly ko mesh
cnnuuar Blrﬁlwhmll waunds 'ef the h\inmﬂ. “Women fZnm
!IIG Iho lul passad, hitm while ha pelghboring homea throw them opun
3t wencing hll llnturn. EDd pef- 1o the vicims, lors ah:lll nnd oo

ot i the ans vellod 1 the mator-
mip te atop. .
CARS TBLESCOPB.

Car Mo 5%, which headsd tho
ramming iraln, talesoopad car
14, EL tha reat of iho twn trsins.
e utbina trakn Lresncd, LAFSUER th
sear ‘of the car pasmed the awlzids
ehell and rammad sl bl
ihrough the caz, Kiling end; Toniiny
by

Fang cas viare plisd in, fearfnl
reckage. The Jghia wont gut anll
the #cans of thn Hreck waz DAL

' high cmbinkments. the asull oln
belng omly & Cew  fool frodh
wraokad tralna

A% tho Srash came {he streams and

E

11
mrusnE
Enuru l,uur lhnir mnn:hd bodled wera
dreggad froo. banezth the wretknse.
THODBAND IN WEECK.
Matily 1080 perzne wero involyad
In the wrack, having bean :m-d.ﬂ
inter the three lvnlm. At tha crash
WAy B witd, acrambie for

T e B o o Totep 0 ha

the rush 1o get aut nnd semeona far

down ment the mcems of e groa!

shouted s BATIng 5 Dhe nerbor
el of tho iveion. 3t ¥an

and
nwlyﬂﬂ;‘:n !I:m\n.; of n Nashuegnal, e pan and

E the |mnmulon (hu

lhe wrechags hld ceUKhL fire

FEARFUL S80ENES.

MUsan, wamen And: children dropped
throangh the windows Lo Dh

HuosbRnds iove medly o2 overtumad

seals to llbarite wives and ohlldran

who Warte plnned bonpeaih ths wreck-

e bendeges. & physielan wha Yoes
near {he atans wreck waa the

first 19 bring mxodienl sasislancs to tho

waflcress,  Ho wo

Lorpible hovrs, and thers way . trall

ot bloos from Lis wrack Lo ks Nome.

Whers the vicllma were peRt

1t ~wan s a0 weE Al
the weesk pocurred befora modern
Feltor equipment arztved, Fnen 1

et an ers ware uEod {

o T Cround fhary vdcnm- “n

S e diauged fro o
Thu Jalired Wors carvien fsto # np-em
Thre and suabed ta Dno hothilor De:
oy e ary e no| fwted for
£ peare oven, Lhn

Srara Juld o mll 1 tha wistaw, a1
volnntour nanlstanty climbed over 1he
otareta Vo, thirn v thoy Wers
Sling i naported 1o havans of weres.
erolam. of seif-sseridco, b1

.
ul -Ehnegailon, sprang forth from the
Ko

worn

wers
BrohnBly will iy

"The contuslon aboul the acens of the
wraal: é8 indmscribable.  Pollen, irmln-

“m | xnd v !nnlhordllnlrllxﬁhﬂ thro Eh
coickaxn In dhm Hrht trying 0
forth ihe Zodles of tha V';Tml.

vuislda the cara slood men &nd “huh

d. BaeXing relsilyes nnd Coiends.

A
Logranhar tooy o SeARHENL Bistite of
(Contirucd on Bixih Pago)

"Pimes” Hashlight of last night’s wreck ot Vinayard station.

T tup yTl;l:lua |‘:§m:|l u;& h‘l!lwkbpl:'u of twa of tha :1;;3:;‘ after “&lh“”m amash and 1he cromwd sloug
e ot ok 2f rapena of those 1o 1hs & 3gme of L%
--i-'-ln: in he Temaral of the' deads X Bslgw pro 2pme o

!
i
i
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Misundersiood Signal,

| ot o )

E,the woeck, Tho flaak staptlad the bo-
“Jured who wers yot fn Uy cae
meetators smuhed Bly camers 814
Ynocked bl down, twn poficemen
folniog in the amautt.

The dlsenianyling of the 1o coaches
requited mors work that hemen b
tnge could do and not ot & gt
ek armired were (ks cats waieles
waped, Hera wunder (ke wrecksge the
resenans bnd for soveral hours sxen
{he bodleq of two men, but 1o gt them
out was hopsless” The molsymn o2
(ks ramuming cor who burted with ble
gontroller,

PIE WITNER

Or, Huwloglon Mvmiller, who
lives af thy eornar of Bisteenth siret
and Weat boalevard wes'sn epe-wite
e of the wreck and idis g fued
and conpected atory of what bepe
pned {mmediately before and Jut
afier the ¢rash,

"Ny hiouse o 5 shord dlstance from
Vinayard Jonetlon” e sagn, °I bed
gosé o bed snd vay awakened by
vivid flashes of Ught, mch ea might
bave bean produced by & terrife eke-
frlcal stovm, I watchod the play of
slectrieily for govart) minutes, and
fhen hearing ehouts, Iaose and
walked domn to tho croning.

“Two tiroeecar Venles (ralny
hended fop (b ofty, ware stallod Just
fohind fha beoksn wite, The cam
wiry dark, apd cromied with pos
sengers, Many were crfaring and
leaving the cars and apparently en-
Joying {he expeclence, The ceaw wat
endervoring to rope the btaken win
and meke o temposary Tapsie o the
cltydound ears could proceed upon
helr way,

FLASH OF LIGHT.

“Suddenly the headiight of enother
{rain fashed around tho cirve a faw
hundred feet west of the Junctlon, and
& second Juter thers was o cresh, &
grinding sound as heaty mosved of
wood and stesl being ground together,
Just n momant of terrifing llence,
snd then eams the tost unearthly
succeselon of zhrishs and lmpreta.
tiens and moana I have ever heard,

“[ rushed to the sceno of the Im-
paet, Men poured from {he cam
which were not telescoped and the
waork of reseting the Injurad was bo-
gun. Men and women wers lowered
ottt of the windows and over the gides.
Many were frightfully Injured, Limbs
were crushed; one man's leg wea 2
moat oft; bodies were ripped open. I
$11 one men whoss intestlnes were
strewn ahout the grougd.

“An quiekly a5 posstble the injured
wera Jald alongside the track and I
went from ona to the ather reduclip
Eructures and giving such Arat ald as.
sistance 21 was possible n the Ine
desctibable confuslon gnd semi-Jatke
e For hall an hour 1 weg fhe
only destor on the acene,

“Ag nearly a8 T can estimate It was
ghout fifteen minutes from the fime
1 wag annkened by the fiashes from
the broken trelley, and thy wreck.
The wire fol} acrogs the east-bound
track. The tmek from the cliy to
the heach was open, but the one Jead-
1ng to the city was cloged by the bresk
in the wire,

+  RELIEVES SUFFERING,

“T dld not mitempt to seture any
nemes, My firal thought was fo te-
Heve the muffering of the injursd, I
am sure that at feast twelvs are dead
and I treated thirty-five infured my-
gelf. Many of thess are terribly In-
Jored, I ¢atlmata that 38 per cent.
of the Infored will dla. '

"When the crash cama the first cor
of the fraln from Venice plunged In
fo the car ahend, and moemed to loap
fhrough & The molorman, T think,
fumped, We eould not find ki afiep.
vards. ¥ vsed every plece of stpply
in my house end wany of the women
passengers tore up fhelr clpthlag to
make Into bandages.”

“Glory, gloty, haiteujeh," streamed
& woman as she was tendetly lifted
through & window Into ome of the
hospitel cars, “T ean aoe the Kl
dom, T am &0 happy, glory, glom”
this women'y bedy was forn and
bleeding, her banes were broken, and
ghe was Unconsclous and hysterical,

“Ny mame, or glory, my Mume la
ghore? ghe shanted.  Suddenly haw
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TAVIngs ceafed and she waa quiet
NURSES ABOARD.

Jessle McPhall, 1dalia Westbrook
and Grace Greeniesf, nuraes at the
Clnta Barton Hospital, were sn tha
doomed ftraln. Thoy were badly
brulsed and shoken, but as soon as
“they could rerch the ground entered
into the work of ressue snd performod

. 8plendld pervics throughoui the awful
hour which followed.

A mean with 8 broken arm tornod
what he called his “good slde™ o the
regeus work and helped carty more
thin ona unfortunats into the open,

“Don't let, this get into the papers,”
monned Mrs. Harry C. Cain of No.
520 South Flower strest. "“Go easzy
bays, wmy legs are crushed. I den't
went my mother to worry, Easy
there, you are hurting me”

DLAUGHTER, THEN DEATH.

Mary Allce Parker, No. 3109 Manl-
tou avenue, was within & faw feat of
death but ahe mnintained her com-
poBura even In the faco of a missiug
brother. "We were talking and
‘aughing togoiher,” she anid; “there
was fnot the slightest woarnlog of
danger; lust jJo¥, and then crash, and
peaple all ground me were dead and
dying.” Hoarold Keay, n member of
the party, 1 ameng the report2a seri-
ously ‘Injuroed.

K. A, Thomny, No. 630 'Workman
atreat, lonped from the car imemed!-
ately sfter the collislon and rushed
to the power statlon o few foot away,
“I demanded a telephone in 2 hurey,”
ha sayn, “ard was vefused.
mn to 8 heuss and think I wna tho
firat to g'anﬂ word of the accident to
the eity.

Mrnfynoben Foster, who lves at
the Argonawt Hotel, adda her testl-
mony to the long let. It runs jus
abont the gsame. Just & bolt ont of
the stas-fidled nky, A ctash, ond
without premonition of ruoy oort o
dozen Nved wora miuflod oul  and
gcores of perroba turned irom happy,
carelroe plensure-speitera intdo man-
gled sulering bodles,,

CAR A BHAMBLEB.

In one car o Japanase, L. Takahn-
aho} No. 661 Houth Olive sireet, aat
gnd looked helpleasty at tho apens of
carnage which surged obout him,
Through each dosr horeihly fnfured
persons wera being carried and made
an enmiariahle ag ponsible. Tho enr
was o shardbles. It woe llterally blood
sonlted, Where one put down his
hend, he took it up smeared with Lha
jife-blood of 4 man or womnen, hay
or girl, who had speat tho day In
heppy cententment nt the beach re-
”gu Jap wan one of n party of Ave
of his countrymen., Ho was hurt
about tha HUmbe, The othara ho sald
they had carried sway “bad hurt.”

8 poens wan ona of the wolrdest
imsginable. Dorans of algnal sticks
suchh a9 conductors aré supponsd to
usn ware sat Iz the track to notify on.
coming tralns 10 go slow, that thepa
i& danger ahead. Thess ware renowsd
{rom time to timo and cast a yallow
light over a scsenn whirh rasembled »
gectlon of » battlefleid,

! INTURED FIRST.

Clothing wana scatierad adeud, spd
along ihe odge tho Worketz mow and
|thep. stepped wpon the desg body pe

an unforiunats vietlm laid asida while ‘Where onie ended and the other bs.

the more prescing nealde of the llving
weye attended to, A dogen cars lned
the tracks, the glare from their head-
fighte adding to the welrduness of the

SCOME.

With the firat help rushed from Loxg
Angeles tha work of nescue toock on a
littls more arganization, but confu-
slon reigned antil the last body wax
talken from the ruine of the enrs. On
ona slde a steap embankment made
the work difioult, From idhe track
bodles could ba seshh wedged Into the
wreokags,  “Why don’t romobedy kil
mo,” plended o valce from the depths,
but It wa= a kmg  time before he
could be located. Then the volce was
gtill, the suflerings were over.

Charles A Treat of the Bryson
ppartmonty, was ona who rendered
firat ald. “It took a goud while to get
at thoss who ware jammed into the
middie of the cara,” he sald, "Wa had
tv work our way through Ilnyers of
men and women who wera injuras,
Criens for water and aid wora heart-
Fanding.,

GAPING WOUNDS.

The horror of the accident wan
Hrgely in the nature of ths Injurlen
recolved, Gaping- Tlesh wounds, cut
acteries, twisted Nmby, scalps Inla
bare, In one ¢ase an eye gouged out.
“A stretcher here,” was the repeated
dernand.

"CGangwayl” the willt workers
angmentad now by 4 aq of polipa
from the cily, shouted. Jt wns awk-
ward business gotting the Injured
through the narrow doofs and up the
stops of the cars walting to rush thom
ts hespitals, but It was ascomplished
with a tondernesy toushed hy the
depths of human miserr which met-
flad down ilke a ahroud over that
lonoly rallway junction on the edgs of,
town,

An f00n s the extent of u:{ aceis
dent became known the Los Angeles
Raflway Compony rushed a number
aof carg to tha end of the Ploo-sirest
line, threa hlooks from the acona, and
Jnany of the passsngers on tho Venies
Hne able to walk were transferTed to
thato ears. In this way ths names
of & large numbor of those not dan-
@arously Injured wore Joat,

Evory navallable ambulanca and
TMOrgus wngon waz sent to the wreck
anda the dend and Infured removed ad
fast na possiblo, but It was an hour
and s halt aftor the collialon before
¢ha st hnd heen cared for, and the
heartronding  work of augcor Way
tl;m%ty tranaforred 1o the ity hos-
pitals,

Throa cifs  ara totally wracked.
When the ¢rash came thke snda tele-

‘scoped angd. it was Inipossibla o fnd

gan. By 11 o'clock 200 automobilas
surrounided the junction.

|
|
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RAILWAY BLAMES MOTORMAN AND FLAGMAN;

HY DIDN’T HE STOP? . |
DAZED MAN PUZZLED. |

Investzgatzon Shkows Forster Could See
Train Mile Ahead. '

chl‘-caantatives of Intersiate Commerce and the State

Ruilroad Commission. Quesfion Wilnesses at Inguiry.

Crushing Horvor of Vineyard Station Tragedy Seen in
«Many Homes—Fourteenth Death,

LAGMAN B. BARTHOTORAT of Izn, H, L. Aetealf, gpslatant fo the

tho Pacitie Elecirle trein thot was
teleacoped at Vineyard Sundny
aight, reselting in the death of fours
teon pargons mnd the fnjury of about
125 others, nomy pmbulﬂy falally, wrs

.enarnl manzger; Assistant Ghist Bo~

Simy l.'ll Engines
Buneﬂmmdcnt of 'l'vlanhnnes. Tales
graphs und Slgnzin Roome, Assocints
Couisel Kare, Buperinlendent An-

held Solntly ¢ dny with

Maotorman Joseph For-tur for thin ap-
wnliing disostor by Lhe boa¥d of In-
quiry convesed by General Manager

nabla of the nmhem dlvlllun. Enplull'-t

dlv
g, Gmld ﬂnuunht. chisl clerk
io Presidept Bhoup; P, Cummings,
gensral foremian of Inepectors, mes
chanien] department; J..8, Grequ.

MauIilian of the slectrio syatem. honu Toreman, ahm‘a‘ll: and Ch

Bednuys of the, dared ition of
)ﬁsu . which mads his testimony of
o vatus,

!erlht md H, WNh. fn-
0

ihe bOLrd remerv

rod finol
desinion, tholigh overything mﬂlcatu Cammisslon. Buth of thic I:It)‘. andl X,

Joseph Farster, .

Motoymnn ef tha teain which erished nte etanding cars at Vinoyard Station
sutnrlny night, as ke appenrcd lcfars lbhe Doard of Inguiry vestorday
ritopngon.

thet the tentrtivo ﬂuelulun wlll b0 sub-
fott to but slight emonémont

e follgwing siatemont was froued
Iun!, njght by thoe benrd nfter the ap-

v afternoon had brenspont in Eak-
1ng temtimony;

“The frvestigation ndi-
cate joint tm.lﬂhllllr on tha pms
of l!ewmnn Jozoph

|1umni. \[otormnn
er 14 ba o dnzed condltlon, puf-

fering !rom injuries to his head me-
cejved i ehe neclient, aed (b nlnln!y
appenrs tht ho 13 nol yeo dmeeld
nor In copiltinn to glri: : clene nnid

of
fmmedintely bofaro the oecldent, Jo
I Iiclnx expiined by physiclang ns
ysieal oad mintal conutflon
m, :m. ﬂme, and 8 fnvest;
tign will be had

or:wo.':l‘hnbourln[ inquiry bas ot
veachod fnal conclusions® e
Bartholomnal, wha musk beer the
Mnt reaponbllity with Torster for
the mecident, was what s knm:én
ns o ¢

4 antered the garvice Jumne 20, with
En\!ro oxperfonce; hnd  nover
hwn cxataingd on ths book of rulen
nor on algmaling, end hiad boan cnlied
Into servito hoennsg of ritah of bual-

nean
ON THEBE BOARD, .
'I'hnn who i o tho bnlml cr

A S’hnkeupnnre. service expert for Lo
Hiots Ruiltond  Commleston, warn
puum. und uoatiened  witn:
closely, Todry thay wilt vislt !he 1’&-
elfla Eleotrio ehops end meke B mi-
te Inveatignilon o!u\emlhntwan
in the nccldent. None of Lhato men
woyuld be quoltsd further than that
they are pathoring ovidenos to mub-
mit ko theld stipariors. N
EALIEINT POINTS,  *
Bafent apd wnoontrovarted polnta
brought ont In fhe Inventigetion eers
thai the feeldont dasurzad on u ailght
glirve on n gradatfon of L7 por
cent. Tenohod hy a loneer wradu ot
ninc-tenthes of | per eent, nnd that

‘oTs ung
ed viow of the tall-Yights of tite bril-
lingtty-1ighted trabn shend for o dine
tapcs of &t lomat ona mile, probebly
furthtr] that hin braker wers In good
condition, that hg kad mado ry vr!:lma
uknnwledmmau of Burthnlnmn!‘u

stop algme), and that 500 feet hack
fro; m the poiat Whora his  irain
cranhed 1nto {he standing train wns a
Alow boned. syhich, nncordamn with
the hook of rutes, dnplied n rosuction
of ppeed to twopty wHorm rn heur,

Thaokn fncts settled, Forster'a reo
nponstbiiy was provod, ead thoe cuas
tgm AWUNE 4o tha moolod polat of
how far hick Bnrlhulnmn,l hird gona
when Forster's trnin passed him.

Acgording to Bnﬂbulamul Simeoit

mn Panmu Electrio'e westarn divlnlnn,
rhatrmon: Genesal Manemsr NEoBil

{Continged on Seocsd Page.)
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Why Didn’t He Stop?

(Ocntinied from Firsz Page)

he wes back 0D fest whon he flest
saw the approeching tralp, then ho
alternatoly walked and ran uniit he
wis 800 feet In the rour of Bis train
fud around the curve to whepo tho
Auntght track beglna. He alac tes.
tiflad, a4 daid Condnctor C. C. Ven
Darn of the {elescopod trein, that
while gotng out Lo fing ha hnrf been
“calltd in,” in other words, it ap-
Peared that the blcokads was te be
Hffed dna tho traln would move on,
conRsquently he was eignaled o get
aboard, i

“Ypu dluragarded this signal o
come in7"’ gaked White.

“feon,” repliedl Bartbolomed *I
coyld Apa the trzln coming apd )
thought it was just a8 well for me o
get bock'*

NO FORPEDORS OUT.

Herae tho fact came out that Bave
tholomal, though he had torpedesr on
both lpnterce, and fusoes In hia
pockets, had not put out elther,

*The rula I8, I beHeve,” pald
Shakespeare, "o go back 500 feed
ond sitach one torpede to the rall,
ihen go back an addltional 600 feat
mid attach two, sixty feet aparf, You
didn'y do this end why?

*f wanted to gat around thot curve
befots that train ran inlo ua and ¥
didn't think of the fuseen nud torpe-
does,”’ replled Bartholomal,

DIFFERBNCE O OPINIGN.

Efforta io arrlve at ths exact dis.
{anco Burtholomnd wun back when he
began b slgno} with his red lantern
brought ot considorable gifference of
apinion. B, Alllson, & pasgenger on
the telescoped traln, staled thot he
wes not over 100 feoi backi Con-
dietoy VinDarn, in chargs of Batrs
tholomnl's train, stated that he wae
botwepn B0¢ and 700 feot buck when
ha_teld the motorman to call him ing
§, T Chpse, 5 Los Angeles Rallway
Corpornticn  awitchrpin, Whe way
standing dircetiy hehind Forster In the
vestinule appreasching Vineyerd, as-
sertod that Burthelomnl was et lessi
250 foet bnelkt of his troin whaet he
first spw him runnlng and swingibg
hie Jantern and that Foreter abawered
ihe signal with tho regalation tweo
short blasts of tho whistle,

“How {ar DWAY Were You wWhen you
firat gow the il lighte of this train?
naked While,

*1t wos ot lenst 660 foot, repiled
Chnsge.

Here, for & momont, the inquiry
veored to the questlon of Ferater's nc.
tlons tmmeictoly preceding the ac-
cldent and of his presence Imntodiate.
1y beforo the grawh,

I thought thoro was going fo ba
op oceldent,”  Eold  Chese, “and 3
stnrted for tho vestibule doar, I whs
thrown down, bul with the pther men
and two women in tha open sectlon 1
oscapod unhurt. I A1o't ase Fordtay
after the sccldont and I aldn’y talk
to him befors {les crrsh, nor 414 sny.
orie ele, hut I =m cerinin that he
wapt through the crash with us*

Chnse Jater testlficd ihot the traln
was golog from forty-five ifo ffty
miles an hour wnon he firt saw the
tatl-lightd of that ahest, whish de«
veloped expert testimeny that ears of
the B0@-clasa could make from forty-
fivg to forty-elght miles an hour over
the Vineyard pgradatlin and that un-
der such epesd they sould not atep
under:80¢ faot.

d. XK. Carson, & Sculhern Pacifle
coginetr, who wns ridlng in the
ziallad traln Immedintoly ahoad of the
{li~fated ono, eetlmnted that Barthelo-
mad had gatten haok at lenat 800 fenl
When the accldent oceurred. Ho based
his eplnion  on the time thot elepsed
pekwaon the whistitng ont of the fng.
man ond the time of {he seeldant,

FOHBTER DAZED.

Torater'a appokrance on the stand
war 0L slgnal for strained interest, bui
hiy testimony was of IHttle vatue. Hin
Bolt hrown eyes wearlng o lgok pf
dumb auffering, the IMy-while fair.
neps of blg complexion but sllghtly
Iddden by & lght coat of tan, . tho
twhole apponrance of his faoe fem.
Inlne. accentustod by nrchiog black
oygbrowse, Foratar sat twirllng his hnt
in his hands while hls festimony twaa
glven In n trembling voles that but
feldom rioso nbove a vrhispsr.  In
foet.. ha nppearad dozed and answered
quosiions In the e!mlesy mnnoer of o
cu;:v[ud child. . ‘

8 wis pu2zlad and unable t B
wl]%o tdlg;l't. stop, At
n & you do follow!
wregk 7 anked White, e the

"I got on & car ani went back to
Bherman,” salg Forster, ns I it wus
the most natwral thing In the world
1o go home fmmeadintely following on
aceldant In which mauy hnd boen
1:1!.1‘%!. "

ot ARt esa ony maml
vour argw following e mg,g{'.;..“
0.

"You rode from Vineyard to Shar.
{Continnad on THM Poge.)
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Why Didn’t He Stop?

(Continued from Secand FPa

man-on your badge; you didn't pay
your gggf" I rod

L eve 1 rode on my badge*”
‘«Clar In good condition; brakes
working all right?"

ll’fu'll

*“You eaw the stop signalt”

‘Tﬂ&“

Forstar also testifled that he alowed
down to twenty miles an hotr at ths
alow board and that he was running
about fifty miles an hour previously,

Before and after his examination ha
sat in an adjoining room to that in
which the loquiry was held and garsd
moodlly at the floor, When spokan
to he looked up blandly and s blandly
angwered questions. AlJl the time he
had o farawey look in his eves and
spoke aa .if trying to c¢ollect his
dhoughts,

In this respect he was n decided
contrast to Bartholomal, who tastified
in & culm, self-assurred tone of voice,

waa clear a8 to all his actions, and .

was decidedly ona of the hest wit-
nesses offared. .

Forater had been in the amploy ot
the Paclflc Eleetric slnce May 34.
Previcus to 190% he had been em-
ployed by the street rallwaya of Mil-
tv;'a.ukea. Heo has 2 good local reputt-

on,

AS TO THE BRAKES.

Regarding Forster's application of
the brakes there is some difference of
opinion. Chase, who stood directly

back of him in the crowded car, wes

Bure that they had been spplisd light-
1y at the slow beard and thrown into
the eomergancy when Forster saw
Eartholomat'e stop signal. Conductory
Shaffer and Bexton of Forsier's trains
were not certain, however, that they
felt the application of the air, In fact,
they were pretiy certodn that they felt
ne jar puch as attenda the application
of the emergency.

Examination by the Interstate
Commearcoe Commission end State Rall-
road Commission men showed thelr
interest in the block algnal or rather
the abeance of & block signal syatem.
It waa shown thet trains are operdted
under & spacing Interval of 2000 feet
ordinarily, that during rush houry the
ears are sometimes dispatched at flva-
minuts Intervals, and thet the time-
interval aystemn and observanca of
fingging rules are depended om to
prevent aceldents,

“No signel system ot all, simply
guesawork,” was tho response of Mot~
orman L. R. Clark of the telescoped
train {0 ona questlon,

Tha experlence of the tralnmen
concernad in the accldent was also
carefully Inquired ‘into by the experts.
It showed that nearly g1l had had
gome experience on stroet car lines,
but none at =zll on steam rallroads,
and that nearly 21l had not been over
thres or four monthg In the aervice
of the Paclfic Electrio,

B
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ONFERENCE FOR
PUBLIC SAFEPDRY.

PRESIDENT OF UTILITIES BOARD
PLANS A MEBTING.

e

Declares Time Here When Sieps
Mugt Bo Taken for Ellmination of
Grade Crossings and General Adop-
tion of Block Signal Systems to
Safeguard Human Life.

As o dlrect oﬁtcome of the horrible
raiiway accildent of Sunday night, al-
though the subject has been long in
the minda of the members of the Pub-
lic Utilitias Commission, Preslident
McReynoldg of this board will issue
a call today for a conferencs noxt
Triday morning to take definite steps
toward securing additional safeguards
to human life in street and interurban
travel,

President McReynolds yesterday ig-
gued the following statement:

Tho accldent of last night at Vine-
yard Station, on the Venice Short Line
of the Paclfic Electric Railway, showsn
that something which should have
been done by somabody has bheen left
undaone. S8uch an aeccldent should have
been a practical impossibility. Just as

long as the posslbillty to have suzh
an nccldent remsina the respongibil-

ity must attach to the rallway, it
and county officinls, and 8 on
which cannot be shirked.

It {3 quite apparont that it ia po:
sible to operate high-speed electri
trains without the possibility ot th
otcurrenca of such an accident. Thl
belng true, there can bée no.excut
for stopping short of s0 operatin
such trains, Just as long as wo ar
dependent upon men alone for pre
tection in the operation of thes
tralng we must expect just such as
cidents. .

We should, I think, at once insl
upon a full measurs of protection i
the operation of our high-speaad elec
tric cars in' aome form of block sif
nals, so that such trains may be or
erated at high speed with a ful
mensure of safety. Until this has bee
done we must all be prepured to ac
capt blamo for the oceurrence of suc
accidents, for we know that as lon
ags there s a possibility of thelr oc
currence that they oare going to hap
pen sooner or later.

In this’ connectlon, it 18 my opinlo
that the time has ceme when som
definite move should be mads on th
part of all interested partlos to affor
the fullest possaible protection |
the operation of all of o
high-speed electrlc tralng by
use of the block esignalg ar
also looking to the elimination of o

‘grade crossings on our high-spea¢

olectric lines at the earliest posskb
moment. With thiag idea In view,
shall eall n conferanca of tho Boal
of Publio Ttllitles with the Mayor,
representation of the City Council an
the Board of County Spervisors, al:
the management of the Pacific Elo
tric Rallway, so that some definl
plan may be devised for taking ca
of thessa matters. .
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Bifferont Fioding.

XCULPATES FORSTER,
CENSURES RAILWAY.

Bartholomai Responsible Declares One
' of Coroner’s Jurors.

Motorman Blamed for Fincyard Horror by Pacific Elece-
iric Inquiry Board Tells Straighiforward Story, Sub-
stanilated by Other TWitnesses, at Inquest, While Fleg-
man Xs Contradicted by Testimony and Facts,

WO verdicts—anp bintiing the
Paclfle Elootria tor Jack of proper
nafeguards of humpen 1He, recoms-
oending block siganls, snd oxculyats
ng Mntnrmm TForster; the othor flx=

He sald Bo wes In chargs of Tha resr
ent of iis rommod traln mnd got off
whon It stopnad ad ko hoard the “Asg-

man um." whistlo frem the feont and.
Ma peld he ran ¢lear around the cutve
hoadlght  of the ap-
. He was 00 feat

und paw lh‘n

g r upan  Cond
Emn %, Lh

rafurnad by a Cntunm"l Jury yestars
4n¥ ot the Inguest avar tha rourtoen
parsana kitled in the Viscynrd Blagion
wraok on Lhs Vantea Bhort Ling Hun-
day nlght.

One vardlot, slgned by five of the
Jurors, finds that tke nceldont cauld
linve been ovolted by obacrvancs of
tha rules. Ly cmploymont of compas
tant s, and by allowlng wore ihme
Betweon the roanlng uf tralns. _Tho
verdiat plaknly finde thet Josnph Fare.
{or. molapau of thoe rAmming traly,
?I-::mt:l Np wuy responeible for iive

The mlnerits vardioy, alghed
by Gaorgo H. Alllfs, followa the .line
af tha pther verdivi, bul gues avan
further by luying t(ho reapanstbillty
for the tragoedy at tht deor of Con-
ductor Burtholemul, who was the
topt-end flowman Sunduy alght, nml
who, says MIHR, did nul go back far
onottgh or tust encugh to protec his
teuin, MR spent wost ot the avene
Ing praparing hiy vordier mhd nn-
natnged e will hand i to tise Uoro-
ner toduy,
BLAMEB TIEE RAILAWAY,

Tha vordio! slgued by the five ju-

rora
“wu find tun e raibvsy aflowed
thulr o to bo opesitel 100 elopely
wipeiher evnleg 1o the drondat comil
Uon of the card nnd thot g weehilonn
could havo Beon nvoldsd by the Jroper
olmetvpncg of rules, pnd by ehipioy.
tng varnpoient wmenn We iingd thnt g

mumrmnn, » cr. of 1w ey lml-i.
for 14

from his owh tealy, he sald, and the
mc\nrm.m on the incoming (raln did

Wa tlcplum ﬂlu l.m.k ol prowection ofe
fertd the pubilia owing (o tho overs
arowding of the eara mml the ghort-
uces of thae allowed bBetwetn Lrolns,
Ao that apparently ho cinplo) ses on
somp of the trains ars not,

his dxtgor alm\a 3
"Wtwru 1 twml on tha trugk Ang:
glng the speelul [ aould aas the tn!l
m:hu of my own trofn,” said Barihol-

mai,
ll wna later shown that thin wos lm-
graatar thoy 100

A l::nulnnnn fo apfequiml 11

nol Bolng familine with the
ritles Il downt for ke puidance.
We would recomiment tint tig rull\mr
company ko compelled (o sdopt o sufo
I;uul mroper block syetem.

I
“GEORGHE A 310!\"1‘60.“15[“?
YForch;

“W, A TERDMAN, i

AN
m :un'r\mnt..
“Caroner,"
Tho inducat, hedd at Bredeo Broth-
ors, developed n gecits of theories and
oxplonutiens from sonrky ovorsy wiv-
nosp enlied cxcepting Forster, tho ma-
toran, who ssid jHitlo and ecomed
suu nau:!. Forstuﬁ' and two or thran
it iy
(:ouduutnr Bortholomil, who testified
thint ha had gonsa down tho track fm
anough to hond ot the opproachking
trukn Arlven by Foralor, bul thni
Forsisy pold so keod to his dungor
algnnin

BEI"}N AT RAILTROAD MAMN

Jul{ U Stosker, a railrond m:
Nelng 6t Nu. 14903 Enei Tmmtluth
wireat, threw how Jght on the seol-
dant mud oxpisinod hew It oonurred
od bo saw it from o apfe distonre,
Ho was on the Lraln whish wan

and whon 4 ot Vine-
vard ha alightod nnd stood on the
wedt-bound track. o saw tha othar
traln appronoh aod know the pawer
hind hoon thrown off,

“He stnrted to drl at the gow
bonrd, 000 feot from the atetlon”
entd  Btoghar. "ihat  moetorman
{noyght Bo had n thousand feat to
plep In and wes slowing down whon
ho rammaod tha atild trabn, whish atood
goverp) hundred foat dows tha trook.
Ho thoughl ke hod room and didu't

mconducln'r Bartholamnal teatifiod that
ho had bosn working for the Tacifo
;Bleel.ﬂo nh\nu June 24 and had bean

wt TiAne AvA 0T klx Anve.

"

¢4 Rt
W feet from the shuﬂh:g e ns

L]
shatp ourve and ambrakeal
wput oft the wiew st that point.
HE HDNT XNOW,
Hartholamsl  won grﬂlcui rnﬂmr
sovarely by tho j.urnn. ught
Qut tha fact that he dldn’t xnow much

inbout the repning Ume of tho trains,

d4dn't kiow that one trgin madl stay
3000 foot behind anothor st night
Aldn't kKAow Whather ho wus expootail
t¢ uso n torpodo on tha track, mnd
%ind nevar uked ono, mnd )ma Taver
reod throupgh the book of rul

Salmon F. Chnsa, & mltnhmnn for
tho Los Angoiea Rallwny. living at
Ne. 1769 Hoat ‘Twonty-sccond etroot,
wtl lmndinz nu tho piatform with
Boiprinean ¥ Ho was the firat
ta contrpdist v.'ha “toatimony of Bare
thatomal.

NOT FAR BACK.

o fivat T saw of o dunger ignal
was thn conduster {meaning Barthol-
omul} on lhs track abobt 2R0 fool
aheitd af u woun at T axe him 1
zaw the hﬂl llshu of tha troln he knd
fuat Jett. We were net maoro than 264
teet from the rour ond of the {min
whan woe passed the mnn who  wid
Migglng  um.  The metorsan 'mui
thrown off the power at tho ol
tonrd, ahd had throwa on tho nmt
. The traln tras glowing down, bul
{ #ner wa could not slaw dows in lime
to svald & ccllll'lon. snd I yon throvgh
the frant doot!

T wine shown that tho fropt of the
threg-cot traln  wis  not ieleseoped
with ihe renr qrut of the stnnding
tenli, but ibat the grontost wrackdge
occurn:d pt tho rear of tho firat sanch

where h
¢ama to & full stop.  He had not tekon
hia hnend ot the emorgency hrake
whk:h he applisd ox woon &z ho saw

H. !". Jonnings,” No. 710 Arlingion
ntreal, nod sccrotary of the State In-

(Oontlgued on Fighth Poge.)

Covoner's Jury and {below} Flygmun Bartholomni.

Pive of the furers, In n vordist not signed by the sisth, Rleme tha Paclfic
Bleatrle Refiwny Compuny, awd And Motorman Fotfater nabk rosponsibic
for (hg Vinerard Statlon harror. @, ¥, Mills, the sixih, In a fluding sl
hls own, which ho unnonnc'n; ivtﬂ“ 1o honded to the Coranor ihis morn-

ing, fxos s snya ft colncldos with
tho ganorad vordiat in bther rouncets, Fram laft bo rlghit, the Jurors are;
S, W, Damerel, W. A, Hordmnn, @, T MHls (he dedged the camars snd
the ido of 18 hoad snrely ahowa ip rear of Hordmehn) George O. Mast
gomary, foremnan; &. & MoKinney nil Edward Purcoll




-ﬁ_ﬁ'y Censures Railway

{Continued from ¥irst fage.)

vestment Company, added & dash of
humer to the proceedings when he
told of & woman who wns thrown from
the car. -

“My thraat la cut, my throat i3
cut,” she,cried.

Jennings examined the throat.

“It {g only a scratch, madam,” ho
suid,  "Cut by fiyiny glaes."

“0, I'm se¢ gind," enld the womanan
a8 ghe walled avway.

STRAIGHTFORWARD,

Forsgter told a stralghtforward dtory,
but voluntesred mnothing, His story
was borne up by the testimony of
Jennings and Chase. He 18 an ex-«
perienecd motorman, having worked
three years in Miiwaunkee hefors join-
Ing the Pacific Hlectrlo in May. Ha
snld when he gpprosched {the slow
bosrd he threw off the powsr an
usunl, and blew one Dblagt of the
whistle for the function, Bhortly af«

tarward he saw RBartholomal-with his
lantern, standing in the mlddle of the
track, BHartholomel was above 2560
feet from his own troin whoen Forster
saw him. Feorstor vwns 160 feot downt
the track, coming around the cupvs,
He blgw tweo blasts of the whistls In
recognition of the signal and apptied
the brakes. Then he saw the telle
lights of the train. The omergency
hrake was on. Yorster had 400 feat
In which to stop his train nfter the

first sign of danger. He stood at his -

pest when the trains orashed togather
and after thot he forgot. He coulfin't
remember how he got out of the
wreek or ow he got home,

TGO FAST, SAYE DOGTOR.

Dr. Harry G. Marxmilisr added '

some censure to the Pacific Eleatrle
for running trains so fast past Vine-
yard, Dr, Marxmiiler lives nt No. 384¢

West Sixteenth sirest and saw the

troken overhead trolley wire - flash
in the darkness g8 it came In contaet
with the steel ralis. He went to the
place to aec the e¢ause of the flashen
and was thera five minutes befors the
wrack. Ho snw two trains standing

at the statlon. When he was stand-

ing In the window of his home he
tieard the c¢rash oand  went to the
wreel.

“f was on & committeo of resldonts
in that community which protested to
the City Councl] and to the rafhway
campany agninst tha greet spesd of
traina past the station,” maid the doo=
tor. "They scldom pay attention ta
the glow hoard and wa have often ra-
marked in the community that it iz a
wondar suck nn secident dldn't hap-
pen hetore.”

COUNTS TUN.

Grant Joekson confused the fory
romoswhnt by testifying that an cxtrin
enr had heon slipped botween his
train, which wna thefrenr one, and
the oncoming apcclal, and that it was
this extra. cir that wan, rammoed. He
gnld he counted ton cars i & lne at
the wreck., Jlo wns - passenger on
the rammed train.  Raliway ofMclala
gay ho muat have been confused in
tho axcltament, tor thers wern only
nine earp at the aceno of the wreek,

More than ni hour wina conaumed
ty the identification of victims by
friends and relntives and tha jury wag
out two hours: hefore the mofority
verdict was roturnad. . ]

The Coroner,msnya that tha double
verdfet ia AR unusual proeedure, nle
though it hins happened before,
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e Tms and Platanca,

RAILWAY EXPERTS DIG
INTO TECHNICALITIES.

Corps of Pacific Electric and Southern Pacific Offi-
cinls Arrive to Separate Wheat from Chaff tn Conflict-
ing Testimony as to Cause of the Venice Short Line
Wrech~Some Moot Points.

YTH the syrival of Preatdent the whistling In of 2 flag, estfonnten
vv Bhoup of the Pacific Elsctria  that Bartholomal got bask st least

and Vice-Frestdent - Calvin of
the Bouthern Paclftie from Ban ¥ran-
vises yestorday, s minute investigs-'
tlan of the causs of the wreck war'
atavted, .

Ateording to Bhoup, thers ia ool
much coanfict In testimony, so many!
contributory facts not an yet definitaly
ssttled, thet only an investigation cove
ering n numbar of days will serve to
unravel the tengled skein.

. Bervige Expert Wildon of the Btata
Retlrond Commismion alse arrived to
usgint Jumes A. Bhakespoare, snothor
expert for the same commisslon, in
gathering datn  They held an Infor-
mal conaultation with Shoup ang Cabe
vin nnd nttonded the Coroners ln-{
Auest, .

Innpectora Xirch and Wright of thy
Tnterdtatn Commierco Commisnton gleo |
had o mhort talk with the two rall-
rand afileinls.  TProviouats thoy vinited
the Paelln Klactrie shops, whera thoy
inspected thd equlpment that fgured
tn tho collision, paying partleular ut-
tentinn to the brake-shocs and hrake.
rigging of Foruter's ear,

TIME'S POINT,

At present tho moot peint s how
far brek Nnrtholoma! had got when
he nignaled Forater to atnp.  The
most Important evidance In thiy mat-
ter woull be the time batwaeen the !
stalling of tho train that wam telo.
scaped and the tima of the ncoldoht,

Bo far thers has besn miors differs
anca of opinlon on thias one potnt thrn
on nny eother connocted with the
whonl? affaly,

niy ano man appears tg have gny.
thing ka Mcumtopﬂsuru? e 1n 1‘;.
Altlson, wha wan o nsaehger in the
lending {rain and who wna oAgeT to
;n:,ch o eat for Sforca Maudro at 9:65

According to Alllson, his wnateh
which was lnter proved to ho ot Jeast
three minutes slow, rogistarod 9712
mnL ot tha eweet moment the 1i-
fatod tenin camo to o etop, This
;vc{lgh}‘ mnako tha timo of tha neckdent

H 1,

Unfartunetoly, howaver, there 1o
apoaretly no exact ovidence as ta
the tme tha pecldant opeeupred
thongh 4:20 p.m. has haon Renornily
accopted.  Shoup 18 now engaged In-
an cngar hunt for avidenre-—thnt will:
o nae nenrly Incontrovertibla ax pus-
sihle—regnrading the time that atapsod,
hetween tha alalling of the l<falad
truln and s wreoking,

Shoup wnnts to know for the rea-
st that, given thls tlme tntorvnl, 8
wili ho posuible te asnertain almoal
exnetly the dlstapes that seporatad
Bartholomal from hix tenin whon ha
wave Worstor the wstep slanal.  Ac-
entding ta Tinrthelomal, he wan brek
perosn tha alough brldge when he gavo
tho sigoal, witich wonld moenn that ha
wina hnck o good 804, porhaps 900,

fent,
* T K Qarson, ft Southern Toelfic
enelyoer, o mpn whova ealling makos
hhn ¢ posd Judge af time Intervals
and the dlatance thet pomon eould
rench Letween the whistling out and

690 feat.

The whole signiftcanca of thig
“tme elapaed” featurs of the Ilnvestis
gution fs that It will show whether
or not Burtholomal got back ‘us faz
as human endurance would admit
when ks gave the stop signats,

Generally speaking, Faclfic Eleo-
tric officialy are willing to admit that
Bartholomal wns within his  rights
when he neglectad to put out LOrpo.
doer, mecording to the ralen, in his
engerness 1o got back around tha
curve se he could give the danger
slgnal on a sieaight trecls, v

It 13 what common sensg woul

L]
'dluuztu." azld Shoup yesterday. .

AS TO BRAKES .

Tachnieal Investigatian bearn on tha.
wenr ayd tenr of the brake-ahozx and
braks-rigging of Forster's egr.  For-
ster teatiflod thot he throw the braken
into the emergoncy. It hs did, then
mintite Investigation of the wenclnax
surface of the brake.shoas s sxpected
te show {his. The braka-rigiing wiil
slso bear avidence of the stmin. . -

Though thare 18 & growing diaposi.
tlon to pdmit that Forster moy have
mado ong of thome minjudgmont
distance that may aven he maila ©
seasoned rallrond man, the weh of .
controveriible evidence shows 1™
had ho roduced speed at tF- "1
board to approack tha juncﬂoa‘-l (G
ton milos an hour the book &* 7.
preseribos, he vould hoave 1 e
within the 550 fest thot sepsred !

hodrd from the rear of the R
{rain. . R
To make sure that Forate [
heve meen the tall lights of 81+ .o
ahead from n sufficlont diat  + "o
have stopped, even 3f he had t >

-y

worged by the slow bos - .
Burtholomal'n lanterne, ha - \
taken to the scene of the & . ul-rl.
prohatbly taday, and given & cl.‘.zeu ”"
point out the oxast spot where Y e 1 st
saw the Ughta .

This plan i® patt of & rohegirisy 3
the whele atfair that Paclfie » s *
afficials mey sioge to make . h Cta-
tonce datatls ahaolutaly certsin '

Calvin’s prri In thae Investi &} fr
maorety thnt of the ofitelal It Le or
of aperation for the Bouther; I L
syatom. }o |4 not here, or 6t . a4 »
5o atated yesterdny, to intorfer 11 e
wity with the Pacific Electrlet ...y
gation, but becauzelof fnter -t in o3
oporating dotails,

THEY'RE FOR BAFE T

TRegardtng o black algaa’ ° s
Pacifie Elsatrle oMetalz mer + -
that they nro anxious to doa + = v
to nupars nafely of gporation, —o -
they mea it, & mon who would vio-
Inie n sfow honrd interdiot would,
nisa  viointe Dblock aigmal  rules
thoughs ho prabably would have hix
traln derniled in so doing, deralls bo-
Ing un important detall of bloek alg-
nnl systems,

Praoporty damags ag fgured oot hy
ihe Preific Elecirle to date f put
down at ' JR0,000, vopresanting four
domolishod cara and track. Thay des
oline tp estimata the poxsible cinim
totri, thepgh sadmitting that some
clalms ara alrendy In,

e v e .

i IS
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He Was on ?i:: Forstor Train,

LO83 ANGRELES, July 18, -
[To, the Hditor of The ‘Times:)
Reading the Coroner's jury's verdlet
and comments on the Pacllic Eleotric
Railroad wreck on Sundaly, I wolild
ke to state momo of the facts as o
passenger on tho Forster traln saw
then,

Myaelf and wife went {o Venlea at
3 o'clock: and at 8 o'clock, knowing
we wonld not be abls to got n peat
In the cars at Venlece, wo walked over
to Qeean Park and had to walt over
Afteen minutes at the maln rgtatlon
thore for a Los Angeles train. Four
of the local-cars passed us, while
wilting and we were all complnining
that they did not put on more carg.
When the train dld coma In tho ecars
were full of passengsrs to tho steps,
and the train seomed to be so lltile
under control that It possed over 100
feet bavond tho usunl stopping-plrce,
whaere we expectied fo get on. Wo all
had to run some distance to catch
tHe last car and had to stand In the
frant vestbule, as we could not force
onr wiy lnto tha Inside of the carn
which we tried to do, And when we
got ta Venico we tried to got cff, ns
wa ars not young peopls and could
not stand the crushlng. But we could
not get off, n8 tho crowd wan too
golldly packed, and the traln started,
leaving enoug¥ peopla at the stotlon
to fill anothor train.

The Coroner’s jury suggosis runs
ning the trains farther apart, . Wa
must have been trom flva fo elght
miles from ths traln ahsad. Don't
yvou think that is far enough apart
to stop a tealn, {f the motorman
wants to atop, even If the brakes do
not hold or the welght of tho train is
enough to make £ akid with the
brakex set, o I nctceed the train
reemed to sllde or skid st avery sta-
tion hafore it stopped?

When the ofash eame the traln
goemad to be molng at its umual rate
of spend with mno algns of a slacking
or & stoppage and llke o flash of
fighining we were all thrown In &
heap on the floor‘in the front ¢f ihs
ear., It cume so suddenly thet thera
wag no time for thinking or reasons
ing, Bverything ivas done instinctive-
ly, All that wera nble to serambled
ocut of tha car, the best could and
as it cccurrad on n high embonkment
In o gravel pit it was o diffoult plnca
to got out and sévernl of the women
hnd hysterical fits so that they were
unconscions and had to be cerried
out by the passengers in thoe oay
and lald on tho ground and wnrked
over, “

Tho sights we saw as we felt our
way forward over the holes npd gul-
ltes were slekening and horrible, Net
belng n doctor and my arm and leg
neing hurt I was net able to help any,
bt thers was not An ax op o crow-
har o anything nvallabls to toloase
‘thoss plnned In by the ngokon Cars,

In the Easst an ax or & crowbar,
ote,, are carried in a glass case In
the end of overy car in pialn asight of
1l to bo used In case of necldants.
Why sghould there noet be here? I
suppose tho ralirond people never ox-
potted to have an accident, us they
gcted as lhough no ono know what
to do, and thore was no one in aue
thority to tell them. The passongoers
pecmed to do the, work of resculng,
as when we pasied by the ralirond
telaphons pole one man was telephon.
Ing and five or six men lh unlforms
wars stending by looking at himn and
théré was o carful of ortished peoplo
hy thelr alde to be heiped out. 1t was

not o time to be standing still, look-

ing nt oach other, and tolephoning for
orders whit to dol

g FLOCWYNKOOP,
No. 1182 Wost Thirty-first streot.
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FIFTEENTH
FATALITY.

Death Clams Another Short-
Line Wreck Victim, .

Succumbs After Amputation
of Crushed Legs,

Refugee from Revolution in
M ewico.

B, E Arey. 3% yerr: ol&, of Tor-
roon, Mex., dled at the Clara Barton
Hoeapltnl last night, the fifteenth vica
tUm of the Vineyzrd etatlon wreck om
tha Venlco Short Ling of the Pacific
Electric last Sundny night,

Arey wos In the second car pof the
enst-bound  traln, His legn were
crushed nnd he wne iaternally in-
Jured, 1n an sffort 1o suve his [ifs
yesterdny afternoon. phyalclana ampu-
tatad hiy legm. The pailent waa too
wenk to rally {rom the operntion.
Arey wns 4 hrother of W. A, Arey,
praprictor of the 1Wotson Hotel, West
Pieo street Twn months ago he left
his hame [n Toreeon, where he was
in the updrerlaking husiness, to bring
hla wife and child to Los Angeloa.
iHig rensan far leaving Mexico waig (e
sarnpo the depredntions of rebels, Ha
hnd  intended  returning in & few
weoks,
The widow and o child mre at tha
Wutson Hntel. The funeral arrange- |
mentz hate not yot been made, the j
boily belne eared for by Robert Qare |
rett, undertaker,
Toquiry lost nlpht ki the reat of the
hospitnls whrre wreck victims are
quartered elizlted the infarmation
thot &1] of the rest of the patienta
are dolng well and ore expecied io
reeover.  Most of those still In the
hoapitals susthined broker or erushed
laga,

U YOI NINE MILLIONS,

loposltaorda of Defnnct  Colifornis

kafe Ieposit awd Trugst Campony

y 0 Negalu Nosses,

WiT IMRECT WIRE TO TAE TOMIS) |

FRANCISCO BUREAU QF ‘

THE \TIMES, July IS~—[Exciuslve |
.1 Another effort on ths |

Cotifornln Surfs Deposit and Trust
te recover losecs sustalped
whert thd bhank "blew up"” waa ine
R todny when & Wit of at-
tachment Yor §$1,600,000 wna Izauad |
porlor Court agelnat the 1
W. €. Perton, H. H. Wil- ‘
. Bornett and was gerved

fon and W.

'Connel nnd Ritsen
in the Californla

by Charles B,
tther depnsitorp

posltors und crofitors In the bank-
ropt concern, e plalntifs named
tn tho wrlt are rejresented by Attor-
ney Danlet O’Conrgll
The actien 13 fory the spaclle per-
formance of n conthnct made by the
detendants, nnd in the evont of their
fallnre tn perform the eontract the
complnlnt pake for #/1,000,000 dam-
agea. |
Tho complaint nllegey that the cons |
tract was fully perforiod by averyes, i
body but the defrndantsyin this action. |
The compininl 8 In\four counts, i
the ret of which asks Yer n decrae :
againgt the defendants) compelling ™
them to epecliiieniiy perforin thoie part
af tho contrnct or that fdgment ba
onterad agalnst them for the nmount |
of dunmnged.they hnve caundgd by thelr |
fallure. Tho wecnnd county asks far ;
$1,000,090 ond Iintarest ffom  Afe
gust 1, 1811, The third aske {or dom~
agea in the omount of the dp
tton of the essets of the bank

posita of virfous deposifors, i
brings the amount Laked in the fol
count up to §2,000,006, ° -




CITY NEWS IN BRIEF.

"City News In Brief, Recovering from His Injuries...," Los Angeles Times, Sunday, 20 July,
1913, p. 112.

Leo Downs, an employee of the Hellman Commercial Trust and Savings Bank, who was
seriously injured in the Pacific Electric collision Sunday night, is slowly recovering from his

injuries at the Good Samaritan Hospital.
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Important,

TO GUARD THE LIVES
OF TRAVELING PUBLIC.

Two inquirics of Great Significance Centering «bout
Vineyard Junction IFreck Today—The Statc Railroad
Commissidn to Investigate Pacific Electric's Operating
BMethods and Equipment—City Conference.

WO Investigatlons, both of which

have as thefr object the climinn-

tlen of such dishpters ns that
which venped #s toll of death and lu-
jury at Vineyard Junetion ten davs
ago, Will be held heTo today, with the
Ginte Raliroad Commisston and Bonrd
of Publlc Utilitics a3 tho Teapective
tnvesiigators, .

Operating methods and eguipment
of the Paclflc Eloctric are glven as
the precise points on which the Stete
Railrond Commission, represented by
Presfdent Eshleman gnd Commis-
sloner Edpgerton, will scek enlighten-
ment. As o concomitrnt of these the
Pocifie Electric willt he ealled on to
show enuge why the automatic block-
ing myatem should not be extanded to
Al lines of tho company. The Bourd
of Pahlic Utilitier, on the other hnnd,
will delve Into the brond subjeer of
throwing ali  possihle aafeguardy
aroung tho publie, hoth In lta trannit
over tha commen carrfers and in lta
passige on and across publiec high-
woys.

The Htate Reltrosd Commissfon In-
vestigation will bs held in the Su-
prema Coust rooms In the Bullard
butiding and will bexin at 10 o'clock
The Horrd of Publle Utilities hencing
will he ataged at 2:30 o'clock In the
Clty Councll chambar.

SEEKING IERULTS,

Unusunt Interest ottaches to the
State Raflrond Commission'a inveat-
grtlon for the double Tepson that it
will not oply bo thorough, but fa ol
miost ceTinin to bo productive of fne-
repching results in electric-line aper-
utign, hath in Bouthern Cnitfarnin and
tn other portions of tho State, For
instance, the commissien may arder
the Immedinte piteing of all Pacifip
Electrie Mnes undor block operatinn,
Accarding to Paeific Electrio ofMcitls,
this would call for the expenditurs gf
betwoen $600,000 and $750,000, It
also tr not beyond the ronge of pon-
rilitiities that n comnpleta chonge o
teain<hondiing methods may bho rec-
ommondod, with the best wprinciples
obtaining on steam linek ns o fandn-
mental.  Seal equlpmént alan s 2
possible order,

At preyont the Paclfic Flectrle has
n number of Hnes unider block oparp.
tinn, Contracty aleo have Leen let
for the instellation of nutomatias
blocks on the Venfce Short Ling from
wWindward avenue, Yenles, 16 Vineyard
Junctian, nine milen, snd on the Pama-
denn 8hert Line from tho west ap-
pronch Lo the Roa Angeles River
bridge to the Indlan Village, tlirco
mllet. There are & number af Mnes,
however, that are operated under
what I8 ealied the "streot-enr aystom*
and for which na provisionn stherwlsg
have yet been made, There niao dre
n numher of junetinn plncer thut nra
not protected by Integlockers~Covinn
Junction {n an instince,

Mo Poclfle Riectric officlaln have
bagn divectly subbDoenped to appent
bafora the Htafs Raliroad Commis-
ston. Prealdent Shoup atated yoaters

day, however, that all  depprtmant
hends witl be on hiand Yeudy 1o tertify,
oy THE CiTY.

President Meltey nolds of the Roenrd
of Publle Vtitities has asked the
Mayor, the Clty Counetl, the Coetnty
sonrd of Rupervinors, Prealdoent Bhaup
of tho Pacliic Rlectrie, Vice-Prasident
Punn of the Los Angelen Ralleny Cor-
potuatinn, General Mantger Nutt of tha
Sulf Lake, Actirgy ‘Geneorsl Mantger
Hibhord of the Santn Fe antd Genernl
Superintendent PMntt of the Southern
Pacitic to be prespnt st tho heonrlng
Before that board., Ong of tho mom
impartant sublectd le be discussed
will be tha olimination of grade croms.
ings, though suggestions. Wil bs In.
vitegd on f host of other subjectst ro-
Inted to the sategnording of 1ife und

frth

With two stich Important incvestign.
tlong fmminent, Pacifle Blortric il
cinln ware husy Lesieldoy preparing
trbted corering the flonores of the
rompany. the recedpts, expeaditures,
wnd the Hie, s well uq maps show.
Ing tateriocking nad biork-<ignnl vpor-
atlon, esddtent and proposod.,  The
more hhatruse Tealures of aulomitic-
atennd aperation will boe covoersd by
drewings,  In fact, Pacifle Fieotrte
oftlelals hope Lo appear befoTe bhoth
fnguisiterinl  hodles with the mont
ample Information posuible un irain
aperation as it 4 practicea on thuat
ratd,
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Handwritlng on the Wall.

FORESHADOWS END OF -'

THE GRADE CROSSING:

State Railroad Commission, Investigating Operating
Methods of Pacific Electric, Indicates It T¥ill Act on
Supervisors’ Petition Against Death Traps—Road to
Co-operate in Fourfold Programme.,

ITH the volcing of the hellet by
W President Eshleman of the State

Ralfrosd Commission, that the
time hog arrived for tho oliminntlon
of ratlrond grade crossings and the
agsertion by President Shoup of the
Pacific Eleetric that his rosd may be
counted on for support in thia move-
ment, the commisalon investizgnting in-
ta the methads etaployed by tha clec-
tric llne in traln operatlons was Hfted
yesterday from locul into Statewlde
importance.

Neverthirlors, President Shoup’s as-
surance that the Paelfic Electric has
plang under wry for the immediate
oxpanditure of $1,600,000 for snfety
appilances and that forty-five nil-steel

carg are te be ordered ‘within ten days
ns p further means of pecuring safe
operation, did not fall on desf earn,
In fact, following Eshlemnn's dictum
on grade cropsings ond Shoup's im-
modiate nasent to any plan tho com-
miaslon may work out for securing the
oliminntion of denth traps, it prom-
tmed what will be o cumulative effort
on tho part of two bodies to Rccure
ths near-ahaolute safegunrding ot 1ifo
and fmb in Southern California,
FOUR INQUIRY LINES,

“It hns seamed to me,” snld Eshle-
man, “thit now {4 an opportune time
for o conelderntion of the grado croas-
ine guention, n guestlon that your
Board of Supervisors has Kindly
brought to our attention., Therefore,
it is agrecable to tho Poclfic Elee-
trie, T will suggest thet today's hear-
ing be looked upon as prellminary to
anothar hearing tn be held ghortly in
which we will take up (bur questions
Grade crossings, block signaiy, train-
ing of electric railway men, nnd the
cnuses teading to or contributlng te
the Vinoyard Junction wreck.”

Bhoup expressad the Pacific Bloe-
tric's agreement and Eehleman set
the fuyrther hearing for n week from
tomorrow, In thia eity, with himselt
and Commiasioner Edgerton presiding.

Rogarding the grade crowsing ques-
tion, both Eshleman and  Eedgerton
1ad some pertinent things to say re-
garding the grawing custom of real es-
tnte mubdividers te plat sirects end-

in "blndly™ at a rallrond right of
wav, which they both denominated
an invitation to Invantors and homs-
buliders to appear before the commis-
glon with piens for the condemnnation
aof streety neross the right of way of
rillronda.

“Qur invest{gution of rallroad cross-
Ing accidents has shown,” sald Eshle-
man, “that many automobilists are
fooihardy and themselves contribute
to their death or malming. It ls our
dty, hownver, to protect the small
pereantige who exercise due cautlon
In crousing rallrond trachks.”

HOW T0 DO IT.

*“What would you conslder, Mr
Bhoup, the ideal means of assuring
eafety to life and lmb in the pas-
sage on and across rrilroad tracks,
boeth within and without raflroad
cars?” ashed Edgerton,

“Ellmination of grade crossings,
binck slgnuls, and oli-steel equip-
ment,” raplied Shoup. .

The tat was In the fire and the whola
affulr resolved ltwel? from an investi-
gition to & conslderation of mearis of
safeguarding humnan itfe, with both
the commission nnd the Pacliic Elecs
tric placed squarely bohind a sane »o-
lutlon of the questlon.

That the block slgnal system may
bo nrdered to cover the entire mileags
of the Pacllic Electrie was mada qulte
plaln by Eshlemnn and Edgerton In
both thelr cquestloning of Paciflo
Electric ofliclnls and in thelr observa-
tions from time to time. In thls con=
nection, o paragraph plucked from thHa
Mondnv finding of the commission In
the casae of the Vallejo wreck on the
Son Franclsco, Napa and Callstogn.
Raflway, June 15, is of Intersst ag
showlng which way the wind blowa.

Tt follows: “Moat of these InteR-
urban Ines should be protected by
bleck mignals and our engineer has
been divected to have a thorough in-
veatlpntlon mede of all theas roads
with the view aof requiring the lnatal
latlon of block signala at once In the
more urgent enses, and gradually in
all cases”™

This declslon nlse was referred to
by Eshleman in a statement that on
such lines as the Paclle Electric,
whers servive s frequent, the come

{Contlnued on Kecond Page.)



| End of Grade Crossings.
(Continued from First Page.)

plets mechanics! protectlng of all.
miloags 18 desiradls, H
EAGER TO HELF.

Ar proof of the Pacific Electric's
eogernesy to throw all possible sats-
guards groand train operation, Bhoup
outlined a meries of propoged Inters
locking and block-signat instaliations
that w)ii eall for the gventual ex-
penditure of $1,600,000; $1256,000 for
tha Venice Short Line automstic.
blocking myatesn, $225,000 for the in-
ptaliation of o slmilar eystem on tha
Pasadene Bhort Line, between Andar-
son ntrect, this city, and the Indlan
Village, end for interlocking plants at
Vineyard Junetion, Ivy  Junction,
‘Watts and Lamsnda Park, with an
additionn} sxpenditurs of §260,000 for
the following Linprovements;

Interlocking planis at Raymer,
where ths Misslon-Sun Fernande line
crosses the Bouthern Pacific, and at
Arcadis, where the BMonrovia Iine
crosacs the Banta Fo; automatio-
block-slgnal systems on the Long
. Boeach line from Watts to Willowville,
icn the Redondo Beach line from Coy-
: pto avenus, Redondo Bench, to Belve-
“ders, and on the Edendale Jne irom
Aontans streat, Edendels, to Tropleo,
;wlth tha Inatallction of the steff or
tolephone-signol system on tho Belbos
iing from MHuntlngton Beach to-Bal-

bon.
i Other interfocking  Instnilations
promised for the near fultire nrs at
. Blerra Vista, whero the Alhambra Hne
Paaveu the four-track Pasadeng line;
at Log Niatos, Junction of the Whittler
and La Habra lines, and the erosalng
pluco of the Bouthern Pacllle at Cledr.
witer, whire the Sunin Ana line
crossos the Santn Fo, and at Bells and
Daozler on tha Whittier line, the croass
Ing placea ¢f thao Balt Leke and South-
ern Pacifie, respactively, :

Tt alao was aseorted by Bhoup that
autometic Dlock signnls will be
tnatalled on the Ban Dimas-San Ber-
narding Mne onst of Covina Junction |
in the near futute, to ba followed by
furthor work as the Han Barpardine
oxtenslon neprs complotion. |

MONEY FOR BAFBTY,.

“We find tha country growlng se
thet we &#ra hard presssd for
lmnnay." #ald Bhoup, “But we sxpact-
‘to find it for thls safeguerding work,
I might also eny that our elsctrio
] lines hove a contsiderabls expense that,
I8 not ordinarily suspected——paving—
something thot costs us hundreds of

thousands of dollnrs yoarly”

Prealdent Shotp, Suporintondant of
Tolephones, Telegraphs and Slgnnla
Roomo, and Buporintendent Annable
of the porthern divislon were the only
Pacifle Blectric officials  examined.
Enhleman and Bdgorton asked tha
principrl questionse and the hearing
wos largoly informal, though Service
Exapert Shnkeapears alse wie present
end delved into the subjsct of {raln
oharatiion and propoged changes in
handling within this eity.

On thia subfect Shoup outllnod the
propefed elevatad-track system and
ptated furthor that the land for the
tunnel westward from the Hill.stroet
statlon, through which enps  wil]
aventoally be routed to Vinoyard
Junction, hnd been aectired, but that
the cost of boring ls now prohibitive,

Chisf Engineer Earl and Service
Wxpart Wilson of the comminsion, who
had been expected to be presont, were
delayed by the wash-puts in the Mo~
Jove country and werc not present,

Following the hearing, Fresldont
Bhoup announced that the Geperal
Rallway Signnl Company had heen
awarded the contract for interlocker
Inetnlintion nt Vineyard Junction, Ivy
Junction, Watts and Lamands Park
and that this worlk wiil bp completed
within four months at the outside,
probably in half thot tima, H
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Echa of Vineynyd Junction,

ASKS SIXTY THOUSAND
IN FIRST WRECK SUIT.

Vineyard Junction wreck was filed
yesterday aguainst the Pacific FElee-

~ trie Rallway Company by John Imber,
who amaks $80,326 damages. Imber
alleges that he waa cut and brulsed,
sustained an injury to his right kneo
and suffored a shock to his nervous

gysatem,
¥a declares that becavao of his iu.

juries he will have to abandon his

occupation, He estimates his loas of
earning power sand tha dlzscomfort of
his injuries at 360,000, He puts in a
claim for his hat, collar, neck scarf
?nd scar? pin, which he alleges were
oat. '

Ho fizes his loss In clothing =t
3100, Other items are $25 for the
services of a physiclan and 3200 for
madieal treatment. Imber's namae
doea not appear in the Clly Directory
and tho complnint does not state his
occupation.

THE first suft growing out of the

While {t is lﬁl!cved that other gnits §

wnill be flied, It is known that a2 nume
ber of wreck sufferers have uvalled
themselves of the offer of the Pacifle
Electric to negotinte directly with the
company.

Following the nceident, President
Shoup anncunced that the raflway of=-
ficinis would deal directiy ang prompts

1y with nll who drsired to conduct
‘thelr negotintions In that manner, It
wny  further indieated that it is
not the intention nf the company to
‘aplit pennles in care of tho vige
Vil

Many of those injured, taking ad.
vantage of the offer and recognizing
the apirit in which it was made, have
arranged for settlements during the
paat few dnye,  'These appear to ha
well satlstied with the treatmeont ace
corded them and with the amount
of the compensaation fixed by the
company. In some instances It {g sald
that tha claimants have already pae
colved the full amount of tholr claims

n cash, \ "
h Preea
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Railrord Record.

GRADE CROSSINGS'’
. MADE TABOC.

Railroad Commission Forbids'
Them from Now On. -~ °

Turns. Down ‘4 pplication .of
Santa Clara Coutity.

Joint Trackege. Use Ordered
tn San Diego Case,

[BY A, ¥. KICHT WIRE TO TEE STUIR)

8AN FRANCISCO,  July 26.-No
more railway grade croasings will bo
permlitted by the State Rallroad Conmie-

migsion. "

This anncuncement wag made 1D+
day in passing upon an appicition
from the “Bonrd of Supervisors ¢f
Banta Clara county to extend Palo
Altg avenue at grafie acrozy the
Bouthern Peelfle” tracka’ The com-
minsion orders an undergrade Cross-
fng 'with concrete specification =2t &
cost of approximately $27.000,

“What o few Yeays ag0 Wers
deemed unisurmountable obstacies {o
an undergrade or overgrade Crosy-
ing,”" mays the commission,, “"ATe NOW.
treated 28 only. enginsering “difl-
culties, which capltal ecan generally
pvercame. It {s, therefore, the ept-
tled policy of thls commisalon, when
one rallroad deslres to cross anothar,
or where it is dosired that the highe
wity crosy a rallroed, or vice versa,
to require such crossing to be madle
by a subway or overhesd crossing,
whepever and wheraver It s prage
tlcoble and Teasidla o to &0 ., - -

- YOINT TRACK ORDER,
By an order of tha commission
mede public today, the San Dego znd
Southeastern Rnllway is diracted to
permit the Mexico « spg San DMego
Rallway to operate folntly o speciied
portien af the formor ~company’s
tracks unti! ths San Diego and South-
egatern shrll extend its  possenger
service to Bouth Ban Dlego, The or-
der 18 Issued subject to the tollow-
ing terms; . - '
da"fir‘mckage charges shall be $1.%0 o

Hal? the cost of disﬁat&mng-ao;n;-
lce shall be pajd by the Mexics' and
San Dlego Railway, Lee

The Mexice nand Spn  Diago shall
have no elaim ngainst the Ban Dlego
and Southeestern for damages ragult-
{ngtﬁron; u}.:ttd:ng; ngt due entlraly
o the fault o a Sa
So}ﬁheastern. n Diego 20d

‘In all other points the' complxdnt
of fhs Mexica and D Rl
R e

e
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For, Humanity.

SAFETY FIRST
1S DEMANDED.

dlovement to Eliminate (Frade
Crossings Growa.

Millions ~lra Figured as the
Ultimate Cost.

Start Made by Two Roods al
Fernon dvenmue,

MElnny for pafory]  TWILh the State
Itndlroey  Capuniaton, the Bourd of
Sugrersinury, the Bonrd of  Publis
Citftles, nnd the caftroads Uned up
tar the sifininutlon af  the dondiy
grade erumding  ihe mesting of ho
comminsion ln ahbx :_!w Thuraday for
ir #E Csnfety't  plate

o Riva impetss
B uvurmaHrt that will peanlt in Cha
cxpesditure of trebied  mitions In
thy mrar futlire for tha soparadion of
R¥adud,

Bpurfeu 10 ellon 13 the appaliing
ncrpnuy 0 grvla cramsing necldonis,

o
l‘.uilrmm Crommisplen, urcing  that
tuimindinty dteps he Wken  fac the
soprriiiuil of geiden  Thin one fol-
fewed Ny A phropunclamento nn lh-
mmie  Kibjeve by Presidenc A ko

sulds ef the Board of i-uhun !Jlm-
u-w': nod (b In {tA tarn by the fol

wuecariun nf the Troiintinery  inveall-
woLhm ntn the Paeile Klectria
wrocki

2N % np oppartune tmoe for tHe
eopkideracion of the srado crossine
wrktion,  Many  asomehElleis e
He fanitiedy, but jb e our duty o
11Kk muich actlan ax may pragect the
rmafl percenmnpe wha ovarcine dAupg
enution 1B croseing ratleand trackn I
sy tlsa ray that the comimianton Is
about to ke o Tt Weand oRRine thc
H¥anting af m:y furthar nol
PaTutriet nighway arausings nt.

Tho Bwnie Cammission's aincerlty in
thiv ninyement wis nttested Snticday,
when it denbed the applientinn of t
3anTil af Supervisors of Sanie Cinra
county to sxtond n_atrest u: Rrde
nepand the Bouthnrn Porite track spd
aFdered e gonstructlon of w subway
crrssing toxtond.

Ur HERE THURSDMLY,

"The real cinclon gull (or the sepn-
rarion of grodes, sspociully hafe In
thn  Ropthinmd, B expoectedd 10 be
snunded Thurade), whes  Coriminr-
nlam-rn gordan ind Bdgarion wil ha-

un Invontisititon in thie niry that
Kll'l tnatuds the fallowine rnnr Hith
Jectnt  grmde orasmingn, hlock atgrnnke
trnining of algctrio nuhvny maen, and
the Satiera loading to ot costritine-
Hig £ the Vinesnrd Juncting wree

M URUOTL kY oAlddd ARy the
riullromd's ntuitnde oo gKrede cToRn-

Eédtiuns for the Ferunrding af ho-
man Ebyes Tincad the ollmhm:um af
roeln crnedines the mast lmpora-

raunn nf graded hon been 8olng Gb,
WHE the mllvonde e lesdere of the
~ry AN far-nichied mmitrond men
raengaizn thut annncr or ln-lv-r u:n
ey ermsin 1st &0 nnd ]
fonm sn It rtlan: [ u-l!l LU lnvlu...
tinn for nd
Hlemaun el

Thaye e hnwuvrn Lhe pacimeutit
Mo nf sxpenie 10 Chalg mnney L
Bulhl lkndee op avne, Tn ey, ynleea n
riflrondt runs ab & Buticient cleva-
tiapg nbare the mgerounding countqy
L " Hubway crosding o mers
mtter af n Seete burrawinf, the cost
mny e wro from $14.600 tg
sK0.100, nr-m-ndrnt anp 1hg numbers oC
trneks ia ™A hutlt undep, Bak  mora
thaw _nil nh Jdeplnape, for m subwny
InuaiMetenly dradned, Iw worsy  thes
none  ARHAIRE mvor o PelTrond I at-
an pxpanplie, ssenpt  Im EBane fore
epunn whern e s rune theoosh o
FME B tE f o mintter  af almplr
pwtnming o Brides feom Biuf tn bl

QUHKLY INTA MILLINNS,

Goeneratly wpeniting.  roilrong men
thewre et & peparpilan af eroadea sk
the ardiiard plide, cither hy mibway
ar myerfieal, WHI cpst an averags of
10,000, There nre aver 704 High=
¢enp<insy an Yhe Pacific Eiecirta
mr. eysluabvaly of  those within
eH, an w lirts genriog Wil abhow
1he roRe A€ !ha Tt l‘1r‘rtl“c shuuld
3 Em Wi Frnston 1t
run lltl:ﬂ m!lllon!

e
fAuivkely,

Thirre ™ ules the AEacted qu:r!lnn
nf hew amwel mualelpaliter,  own
AT P vy iy he WHHRE o
stand In the Wiy nf jolok expedre im
M4 wiri, Mars LT than pat Qe
nlans rm- :Iu- mepincatien  nf geados
e nelled B¢ the shuatute
:ll-.sm’llmullnll af she poopby st
proedvrd tRraugh Thett Aevecnl copea=
m‘!llul‘lvr Brutled, te winpd mare them
"~ il phreentnee ol fho ©Aer

J\ nowterd, hmu-w-r. on Ehis ¢roApe
lrn,-r-nmtnuur-n s
ra

[ L
Yo e ArpaTRied

Tnon  pvaie
Ttrach  foar-trock
Une crasard s Vorkpon  eTars-tavwen
Elsr, mr wasll s 70 mimeh wines] pieeat. Tt
14 n sturior In thixwnrk: e st noe,
it I% true, buat 1t monna thnt neents
Tully thare Wil he ui through the
Hrufthinet  eramsbnge that  nee wot
Hrntis dmtua,
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DEATH'S HEAD
IS TORN DOWN.

State Bailroad Commission & ;
End Grade Crgssings.

Definite Annguncgment Made
Here by BEdgerion.

“Motoriste Chicfly to Blame,
_ Not the Car Crems

Galvanized ipto action by the long
fof] -af fatal aceldents tn which haman
cardflesmnam hox ployed o stellar vole,
Coummizsioner Edgerton of the State
Neflrond Commisslon antonoced yes-
wrday thnt steps will ba taXen fmme-
dlately by the commbalon for ihe
gradual apollshment of grade crost-
ioga fhroughont the State.

Az £ patt af this plan the ooz~
slon purposes 1w hold a seriesrof hearw
ibga in which grade saparation will ha
conslderad fraw eil asgles, with the
objert of making the hew policy of the
coznmimion appilcehlie, ax o ptavier, fx
tha wore thickiy-pepulated portions
dm“ 'y statemient wad msde st
the concltslon of an Infarmal safery
Rearing

PRTTi] 1, Bes!
misdoners Eﬂ:man _-m Gardon,

Chiat Eua:lneer Enrlc. Eorvics Expert
sﬁfﬂ:en. and latnt  Inapacior

e on the zym
used by that road In the gperation of
its trains and in the education of

i Fhis 1 =l be
continued ot 2 ‘:lnck today, follow-
ing Commissloner Edgerton’s heaving
of the cast of Stephen A, D, Clark nnd
othér apents agninst the Hermesa
Beach Weter Company and Dr. Quin- H
tin . Rowiel, a subdivider, nrgiog the i
bettermept of wugr servica ot Her: ' H
moss Heacl and the Redonds Yul.n - 4
tract,

FROTECTED AGAINST BELVES

Throughout the “safety™ hegring
2 !.he aps srain, thst tho people
must be safeguarded, thay t.‘her Tt
ba prne:ted agninar thernselves, and

thet the ope, surs curs-ail fur ﬁhe
g-;nda-cronlax w7l 13 the separatiol

~Ehe utomuhﬂ.tst iz the chief of~
fender;” sintad Servies Expert Wil-
rom.  “Every minute of the &y, some~
Whern Ip the Gtats, an automoblle {3
im'l g duﬂ-ﬂcﬂoﬂ-

m “We have 4 4

the State tha past threo months

In every cnss it yas feynd that r.he

rtn tongd wan not at fauit; that warn-
a!nm ﬁ'are properly placed, that

me bel whimls were sounded.”

H:ru Chlet Engineer Early voluns-
teered the ntn.:amenl that e had :‘hcr-
on that

Jegislacton ’ae alw:teﬂ that wil] com-
pel all vehicles to coma to & full mog

o grads :
yrm-okod -ome discussian of tha pos- i
Ablliry that the mp“:‘;i,!d afford of 0

’
g
§34a8 dige ‘?

vely Agzreed
that anything mu wrill in !.tm Jepat
mintmize tha daanger of tha grade
creasing Iy dexrable.
“Welther the actsmoedlilet nop ﬂlﬂ
be tyusted,”™

“Them's apaet my sentiments,” ras

1 pliad Ehnkespoate, .
“BIGNALS NUISANGCE™

‘Hers tho fnvestly tion veared to the ;

consideration of safeguardy other than ¢

the sapurntion of grades. Xarle, wu- :

€00 axn espealrs on the i
went qoir record asx ghwolntaly u;u.hmt
the B, ang I8 faver of ¢

.nod rors ofestive. Thim brought o
protm from E M. Cuthbert of d:u

t.bnt the aotematiy ball affsics aTo &
{Conpnued oo Secound Papwm)




No More Grade Crossings|

(Continned from First Pagé.)

nulsance, whick indictment he ene
larged into the asseriion thet it 4eok
the dexth of & $200,000 citizen to con-

vince the City Council that an frop-;

bound automobils ordinancs ‘wes
nesded, and that the Pacifiv Electric
was noet copvinced of the mneed of
block signaly until after = wreck had
peeurred.

At thizs point, President McRey-
n0ldn of the Board of Public Utfiitles
camo out flatly for no more grade
crosyings and asserted his copvietion
that the autormetio flagman, bell and
all, !s the mext best thing to o sSep-
aration of grades.

“Yo want somsthing they can seg
end kear better: that they can smeil
and taste,” sald MceReynolids

Commendation of tha near perfec-
tlon of the automatic fOegmen was
volead by Shskospeare, who as=crted
that, in an investigation covering
twenty-flve days,
one of thess Angpmen out of service
on the Pacific Elsctric, and that this
was repaired In forty minutes alter
being reported.

Edgerton then announced that the
commlasion was sbout to order thz
installation of twepty additional an-
tomnatic fingmen by the Pacific Elec-
trie, with a report. to be forthcoming
soon fram Shakespeara on the desira-
bility of eo safeguarding furthier crons-

in

* %o vyou think, Mr. Earls, that ra-
ducing the apeed limit of cars might
work a benafit, particulariy In Jhcor-
porated cities?” asked Tlgerton.

s, people would toks the same
chances; the oniy differsnce . being
that they wouldn't be hir a3 hard.”

*The ideal then, Mr. Earle, Iz the
seprration of gradesl”

“Yea'"

“Give us gn idea of the cost.”

WHAT IT COSTS.

“The averzge cost. Mr. Comm!sston-
er, Ix difficult to Agure. Taking a
railroad embankment normally raised
shove the surrounding country, whears
an undergrads crossing womld not
presant any unsurmountable-aifienl-
tien, az drainage, to toke o street or
road undergrads, with concrets abut-
maentx and g thirty-four-foot steel gire
dor, wounld ba anywhers from 335,000
to 323,000 for a double-traci lina, I
usa the double treck, as nearly all the
rallroads are now  doubdle-tracking
theair linea'

This ended the hearing and was fol-
lowad by the asssrtion by Edgerton
.from the bench that ths time 18 op-
portune for a beginning of grado sep-
atation work and that a serias of in-
vestigationz +with this object in view
wilt Bagin soon,

“We don't want to bo hasty and we

_want to hear all atdex of the subloect
before making any mmiings” =ald B4-
gerton. “"“We are agaipnst any more
. grade crosainea, however.”

i Aa an exhibit at tho hearing. the
| Pacifie Elrctric offared z table show-
ing that seventy-three grade ¢roasinga
have been forced on the company In
two years, and there are fitty-six mora
applicationn pending, sevan in  thie
city, twenty-seven Iin other cities,
eoicht In this county, and fourtean in
other countles.

Noth!leg abaolutely new boaring on

the Vineyasd Junctlon wroell was
brought out as o resuit of tha conc-
isslon's quizzior of . Motorman Jon-
| sph Forster, whose trzia craabed in-
to tha standing train at ‘Vineyard
Junctlon, mor in tho examinstion cf
AMotorman Vin Dorh, Hlagman Dar-
tholomai, and Condnctor Ciark of the
cptapding teain, In fact, the ezmin-
fnation largely coucerned thelr train-
ing and their E¥nowisdge of opearating
and fiegring ” rules. BServics Expert
Wilson subjected all the witnesses 0
& mos: thorouzrh questioning, which
new and then touched on thelr oc-
tlona preceding tho wreck, -Forsted,
as in the Dprevious inveatigatlons,
seomed dozed. . This fact-led 1o 2 do-
cision by Commissloners Edgarton and
Gorden to mupplement Forster's evl-
detico by testimony today Zrom sume
of the persors who woro on Horster's
car,

‘An an exhibit in the ckge, Prasidant
Bhoup submitted a cempletn istament
to the oo on covering the riles
end regulktions iz use In trzin oporm-
tion on the Paclfic Electric.

he bed found but.
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Bweeping.,

BLOCK SIGNAL

NEARLY

EVERY MILE OF TRACK.

Statc Railroad Commission Indicates That Such May
Be Its Qrder to the Pacific Electric as Result of Condi-
tiony Shown to Ewxist by Wreck at VPineyard Station.

Hearing Continued Today.

8 THE ollmax to testimony yes-

terday showing that the Vineyard

Junctlon wgeck, with ita con-
comilant losa of lite, might heve beon
provented had the lino .baqn pro-
tacted with asutomatic hlock signals,
or fMagging rules rigidly complied
with, Commissloner IZdgerton Indl-
cated thet the State Railrond Com-
niigplon wiil probably {ssue an order
sompelllng tho installation of block
glgnals on practically the entlra Pa-
cific Electric system, as <well o8 tho
extension mnd modification of the sys-
tom ussd in {he tralning of motormen

end conductors.

»Thea testimony shows," sald Hdger-
ton, “that o flegman had beon pleked
up by the telescoped traln 300 feet
baclk of tha place 1t came to n stop.
Therefore, if the rules had been
strictly complled with nnd a flagman
dropped at thoe moment the firat flag-
man was picked up, he would have
gainod 399 feet, probably B good dea)
mora, and thers would have been ho
wreck.”

Chief Enginecr FEarle, Horvice Ex-
pert Wilson and Assistant S8ervice In-
gpector Shakespenre of the commis-
sion's sinff, all testified from the stand
that it was thelr bellef that all of
thoe Pacific Elactric's nigh-speed jings
should he protected with automatic
bleck, dignals,

' ALL BUT INFALLIBLA,

#Are thera any chances of fatlure
In thess btock signeal systems? asked
Bagerion. L,

“Only about one in 969,000 move-
monis, gecording to a most thorough
teat by the Beltimore snd: Ohle,” re-
plied Forle.

“What 18 youpr iden an to the ape-
cifio applications on tho Paclifle Elec-
tria?" .

“wall, T belleve that aafaty of op-
erntion dictates their ipstaliation on
all lines whera thors 'i8 more than
one train an hour’

This roply drow tha Temark from
General Manager McMillan of the Bas
cific Bleotric that this would mean
practically all the company's .mille-
gge and  Inquiry from  President
Shoup If, it would bo necessary to
make block Ilnstallntiona within clty
limita.

“That 19 n mnatter tha commlisalon
wiil have to decide,” sald Harle, “but
it saems to ma that the municipal
spead restrictions will operata {o keep
cgrs within the pafe limit of spesd.”

Figttrea offered by ¥rrle showed
that automatie blogk inatellatlon costa
from 35300 to 31400 per singla-treck
mile, whors the blocking statlons are
an aversge of ono mils apart., Thelr
repalr and malntontnoe was glven by

him as averaging $1.88 a4 signel per
month, The safn hoadway under
their oporation was given as from ona
and one-helf to twice the distanca in
which & heavily-lorded trajn may, atop

under r’ho most unfavornble glroumes
stances.

It wee furthor suggested by tha
commisslon’s experts thut the block
nignais In which the semnphores n
eliminated and the lghts whown bo{g
doy nnd night aguinst o reflector will
give the noat matlafactory vemulth, am
wel a8 balng 15 to 25 por cont. i
coatly than the only combination light
ond gemnphore system. A furlher
suggestion wos thel the staff systam
he used on the treck of light traf-
fic, the Bantn Menice n!r Hne, for (n-
gtonce,

RULES DPISCBEYED.

The commisslon’s investization futo
the system employed by the Pacine
Blectrie in educnting ity motermen
and conductors, revelved around the
primary cause of the Vineysrd Junc-
tHon wrack, The rosponpibility, as
glenned from the gruelling oromg-ex-
amination of the participots by Com.
misploners Edgoerion and Gordon and
the gorvice expearts, would seem to
hinge on tha non-compliance -with
the following iron-clud rulo of the
Paclfic Electric: “Whaen & traln stopa
or I8 dolayod under elrcumstancey
undor whieh It may be overtnken by
anothor trein, the condutcor or fHag.
man must go beek a pufliclont dis-
tance to protoct his train’

Time After time ths commission's
reprepentatives hatrked baoek to this
rule following the admission of Mo-
torman Clark of the telessoped trein
that ho hed plckad up a flagman 300
feet back from tha scanc of the nos
eldent, and that in picking up thin
fiangman nnothor ahould have been
dropped in bis place, & rule in rail-
rord operation that I8 hoary with age.

“You dld not whistie out o flag
untll somae time after this flagman
war picked up?’ sald Edgerton,

“No,” replied Clark.

"Tou ahould have done so?' dar.
slst%d Edgarton.

LT3 -‘33 A3

Othor witnesses axnnined, {ncluding
Canductors A. C, Shaffer, R. L. Sox-
tan, ond X, Huerman, atl teatifind that
{t wea their understanding of the spirit
of the ruleg that a flagman pleked up
must ho replecad by gnothor.

Hory Edgerton handed down his
dletutn that, had the apirit of the ruTes
been complled with there would have
hean po wreck, He then went on to
pcore the prnctica of silghting or naar-
slighting rules, and stated that the
custoem which hee grown up of not
atopping A trailn when a fingman ta
plcked un ia an infraction of the spirit

(Contnnod on Third Fagn)




Block Signals.

(Conﬂnt:ed. from First Page.)

of the rules that ghould be summat-
ily dealt writh,

BCHOOL I8 SCORED.

Following a thorough examination
of trainmen as to the course of in-
struction offcred them by the Paclfic
Electric School of Instruction, in
which it was developed that it was
a practice to allow satudents to an-
swer questions at their homes, Edger-
ton asked Bervice Expert Wilsen If it
was his opinfon that the system of in-

struction in vogue on the Paclfic Elec-
tric ‘was sufficlent to assure the safe.
guarding of lives.

t T do not” sald Wilson,

An Interesting side feature of the
hearing was the difference of opin-
lon which existed as to whether or
not Moiorman Joseph Forster of the
running train had applied his brakes.
This difference of opinlon haz been
emphasized at other hearings, but was
especially stressed by the - testimony
yesterday. ‘ ) _

An attempt to wind up the Investi-
gotion will be made today, Neither
Edgerton nor Gordon were willlng
vesterday to hazard & guess as'to
when a decision will he handed down,
Assistant Service Inspector Shake-
speare is to go on the stand at 10
o'clock today to give a resume of his
finddngs In an investigation which
started the day following the wrreck
and has heen continued to the pres.
ent. It was alzo stated that Super-
intendent of Motive Power Sheedy of
the Southern Pacific may bhe put on
the stand to testify on equipment mat-
ters. ‘The Pacific Electric also has a
long Iist of exhibits which It will of-
fer, covering operations of all kings
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Then the Quike.

'SHOULD IRRESISTIBLE
an MEET IRREMOVABLE.

[ AR

B Rat 1Light Happen to Passengers ont Board Two
“Traina of Steel Curn, Both Supposed to Be Invincible,

i Case of Colliion—{ntercating Didcnssion Between

tate Railroad. Commission

HAT would happen i an frree

A sistible forea, Popremnted by o
" _spnaiting  ateef  trafn,  ehould
meet an Icremawmbla  Bbads, Tepre-
aanisd By o neonfolesonpnide, Abicke
abeorbing tealn of cars, wos fhe bone
of sontention yesterdny !n tlip Hinin
Railroad Cammianini's fayostieation
of the mirchnnten] rnumel-widch indsht
b denominated nx contributing (o the
loox of Hfa in (e Tackr  Finctrls
wroock: st Vineyned Junetke,

‘- Ageording tn Mschanlenl Engineey
Bmall of the Incife Pievivht, o van-
tolancoprble ear, mleel or sflorn i,
Bod not yer bLewen dovelapad, Diengh
ho ademitted (it mivk b esp WAR B
nosatbili,  Fle fwriher atued  that
the kteel underfrmte, with  praper
bracings, a#nd Lulter nirhopements, &
now ine best insuranee that the me-

mnical espinecs enn offer spaintl
0 telencaping of earn .

L In Fesponee (o Commisdoner Inle
gorton'a gucstion I I would not he
postible te arrange (he car bnffors and
undortramo s such n way Uit Ltha
ahock of w colllaton wueld  he i
warbod. Amalt hosurded the guess thot
pasmngory wonldn't he pleased with
the rosult of jpn fressliatble foree
megting an irremovnhle body.  Thin
remiark developed améles abiart the
coLPtfooin otid bne  orf luo  adides
about the number of compeend fined
tures that wauld reauit,

e BEERING TS BEST
. I & nhori tofk on the suhject, Peowt-
dent Shoup of tha Tucls Flectrie
atited that investigrtlonn now under
way hind ey thelr ohjeet the develaps
mant of o seot framo wr that wauld
ha mon-telescopnble noil B4t showht
e, tonrcover. equiphtil With & vorrus
putod  DLufler orpodigoment,  Which
would opernte ta lemacs the xhock of
aolilslon iy defecting U pukde
Bhoup alus  coxpremsed  himeell na
comvinced  that on  armuagvimenl
wontld be dm keed syhich wonld present
tho lsaplss of ano  bufter  nbove
aneibor i a enllisjon jnd thud Bres
vent the shonring off ar  telestoping
of the top hody of & ear

This developed 1 questien  from

Commissloner Gordon ¥ the alimiir

:.llom of the enil eotrancs would nat

ekp.

“Our yaironp demand the end en«
irance” mafd Shonpe “in foey, 3 ores
sently recclvud o belter from & mnm
wWho threalened me with preest foc
melninining cenler-epirance vurs on
somp of our Hoea ™

‘There wis alsg aoine dbierrashen of
tho. possibltity of equipplag enes 24th
an arrengemonl similns to the fmile
hesdx of <tcuamers Wy which one o=
partment would pbrulls oo mintmilze
the shock of destruotive foren of o
aaliigion. Wa snprgestond on thla sub-
Ject were efeitert,

FFFECTIVEXESS OF BRARER

I. 'A. Crocker. mothnoiral sxpeet fol
ths Westinghttde Alr Rrake Com-
Pany, wos put on the atund far testh
mony ag 1o the efloctlee aperitlcy of
Air Brnher,  He testied that e Vhrees
ear texln on The Vinesnrl  Jusetkm
gradetlon of 1.7 per renl Conld have
baoh slopned In 80l Erel wlih the aps
pHoation of the fullservien nir pnd
within 460 Tecl on WA emurgesey sp-
Pliawilon

Thin teatimany wa- 1o Alow that the
aecident might have herm provented
by the right apphcating of the brakes
by Motormun Joseph Forsior, grind-
tng that hoe Wsid respected the silict
ot tha mlow boed, 1040 fret Tiatk from
the funclion, or Plagmny 17 Turthsio-
mals ston slgnid, which was delh vradl,
according to tosimony, #l  botwoen
€00 and 700 feut buek from the slplied
tratn,  Thet Tactholomnl wus ot least
that far beck nas awertsd W Super-
intondent Widte af the Pacific Kleririe
wrentern divialon, whe sinted thul Cen-
dugtor Edmunda of the trafn Imaies
dlately followiom orstor's tralh, was
wiling to teke anth thitt Rostheinmal
way “fonc fadl feprtha" Tmck of the
alow board at the fime of algnsiing.
a8 he waas eonhiecatiy further ok
when his, LDdmunda's, dealn peked
him up,

and P. 1. Qfficials,

om crorp-petmination,  i‘rerker
mady the raseration that In fipuring
"the powiblife af stoppiog aelthin
eorteln ltxtanen thaswelld of the
train lead At Jee capstivied, and
thit e lwg  not  dene Shal  The
P her testiiien that the e Britkea
of the cuning trdn wors fo perfect
arder, ol g his espmtoigem Sl
et fieen paliohsve me o whethier or
nal the emergeney broker dud Deon
AppHed,

TRACK WAS SAFH.

Chirt Enplpper Birle of the com«

eiralon mudo s ameertlon from the

witnern ploml g Gwne  Wein o -

teicke Pugite,  that curenfura ond
mlighmeny  wers  porfectc fie alin
wtatid thut the Paritle  Eleeirls in
1812 nm) apent 32,741, F41 For mmadu-
tepnnro, whlitinne put heltermoents,
whinh eagrtdetime the mHeigo of O
syvabn, wod o Wgh wevenge.  Ho ale
ne stoted thnt the ipscek wan perfoct-
1 oaafe far high suedd operndlon,

In temimomy coverlng sn Hiventis
Raflny that uw fegan tha dny of il
necldeyt amd Smdd cantlouod e the
presenl, Susistant  Seeviep Towperior
Shnleapirara of the commbulun guvn
e Il Electrle  mningidoint ©
tuafmany of tpetil, ol e o oporat-
e prociierd nod qendiness to e
colve aRgeutinngs,

1 pamd huk upe strelch st teack
that pemled Improtement.” sta(ed
Shleespoare, *that framn Rivesulda in
Tloomington, whnte steam e} eloes
tek tralpn ape tith operulod  over
ithe wimn toeele.  Thet Ao ¢ “domn
Tt nnd a ol dlbgatebling aystem
shauld he inetpdled **

Shitlerkpenrs  Further  atated that

Showp il Erequeently anksd him for
rugnpdtionn noal bar thewe  sugpes-
Unns ot advays reandied In netlan
by the Pacltle Wieetrle, A9 nm o
alsther, he sinted that Be Ynd Bup-
gralel that Supgihen khonid hn
wehnaled n iLagging proctiees by Aeld
werfkp fhnt chmida pnd the moving
ieture nthine shaold he deed ta
Nustente rlght mnd wronx flusking.
nmt odlier practices,  sind hat the
sttidrit-porlod shiond) he sxtended to
nosninlmam ot ninere die,

"The Teellic Blecirle finn pit sfl
thean suggoslions infe practlee,” aald
Hlinkespenre,

THACTICAL INSTRUCTION.

“Yeu, pnt woe ke golag o ymf
mate,” volunleered Rhotn, “We aro
rolag Lo mels our schoal of tnetruc-
tion  miare  rombplefe. Jh svary  row
P A

Yol worl Hoae flie meit wnpwer
ook riler’ guesttons Wih e ook
o thele band”  interfocied  ser oo
Tosrert Wilk,  “Yoeu  konw  they
¢t ure thubr hnaks In emuerpenchos
at Ihe rond.

“We wiil rectify all that" replted
Shongn

Tiring thre nfiteipeon schslen the
Whor quiettlon fnmned o the fore,
with  Siparintendent  Whtte's nasers
tlon thnt  the Interithsn ien le
micrtory BiLL" that Tis s werling
bern imiley Bhd tomarrow sahte QLo
rlae, Acearding o Wistles teatimony,
1t eseentlinely dEfkeult 1o gl eone-
pelent men ot the Poelile Rleetvle,
foF the vendun that The ey Varics by
mabiilis and by dnyy,

Moy, June, July, Angent and Sepe
temther e olr hig  menthe, (e
wamnly when we enst REAlFe e 10
fult  month's pry,’  sald  White
“There 1 alva 4 tharked difference
betwern husiicert an (ha Vealee dhart
MWy wpedc Qv und Sindies s, the 40~
ferepee Wing Lhat wieronn we ofe
ordte AN00 earoisilea on oo week das,
we opepate 16,000 ggeemilles v o
Bareiny.

Thin  ended  the  tamimdinn of
wrerk L] nvestisation
whivh Yuad eaversd (heee dava apd
Tusl YWepn vombbhel whh # genern®
imvestigutinn, tha et dnv of the
giafle-reavlng proldens. A detedan
o il the bubiects wnder fpwvatigne
flop wift be handegd then I koms
wechs Ty the commisctan, theugh the
Pactde Eleetrle [n n gefersl war lixs
suticlpnted much of e finnl geclalos
by comdraciing fur black sigonle, -
ierlacking plima, and  othor pnfe-
wunrda, an well nd b oxiendiog the
(natretion perlod of Ha men,

T

Trunklin K. Lane.
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Residence of the Diatck Colowial Type.
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Attmcﬁve house for Mrs. N. Couch, Montgomery & Montgomery, srchitects.

DUTCHR COLONIAL HOTSE.
———
Reddenre Reminbecws  of  the

trestment af ‘the lnﬁeﬂnr. the wood-

waork being ivoty white in all Toonu
except the library.' The hauae will be
with’ ftx style.

Homes Bullt by the H derR Now
Beiog Ercttsd in La Fosette Square,

An attractive residefica nay being gng

hutflt on Welllngton rond In Lofeyette
Square 1% a decided depurture from
the prevailing types of realdences that
have been erected in this tragt. The
house Is Duteh caluum in design, be-
ing reminfscent of the houses built
hr the Hollandcers in the eaTly days

T the Americin oplonies. Althum
m‘l.: genersl type hax been adhered to
strictly, the architects, Montzomery
& Monigomory, have Introduces mev-
eral modifications in order that the
deylgn may be rendered more com-
'.ha.utlo with Gclltarnls traditions and
refuirements. Mra. N, Couch s the
oWner,

The exterior first story walla and
eavas ara flolshed with plester of

smocth fextare, while the acdond story

u‘ul lowar mm!m:l Toofa ara msh
cedar shekes painted & pure wh
Dark green shutters furnish n ruﬂe!'
o the broad white surinces.
colonial Idea 1o exrried out In z!:o

Coloniat wall papers cut-glngy door
ha cretwnng manEmEs eine  used
cretofine
throughout.

On the firat floor there 122, living-
reom, gining-room, sntrance 'bn.!l wlt.h
coloial stalrwsy,
room and kitchen. The saumd awr
tontalna four large bedroomn, twg
bathreoms and & aleening porch. A

nmliar in ¢enun to the house
{n being erectad.
i arp——

tancier, having & pure-br
the umn! crop work of the farm he
loaves but he iy
feedn amc otherwine cares for his live
stock. Desplte hiln bnndnm he s n
{lood carpenter, and bullds cart bodlcu,
phttems. and hayracks,

-dowh hayrack being one of hu

bm achlevementa

i
]
§
1
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Beautiful Los Angeles Residences That Have Just Changed Hands.
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AE> 2ror Sowdh_ Fobact,

Mo 7t Viginie Rosd, Ze Fagetie Sguocs)

Three of the many fine homes sold during week.

At upper left is place bonght by Cuy V., Barhard and at neper vicht, Bovde d br Bdward Joh Both desle
having been made throngh Glies & Kelld, with the erght-culendem\admwa Company. Relow 13 dwelllng

bought by C. D. Wright ihrough the Venrice Land Compnny.

Ticking Tp. recent sales reported by Giles

& """:“3 touou-- Rute A, Kelly ‘1.: Ed-

ward fsch, Nine-room redidence.

OSTLY HOUSES Fo 1203 Hobart boulevard. lot 16k

" - b !. Lwer, - considecntion  LIG,

" CHANGE HANDS. netic 5 Srarer to B 1o iindholm,

HiX-1OOm efttage, No. 2111 Xo
#reet, lnl a Sxial fest. $35003 W, O
SLIGHTLY X3¢ baralo lor Saoaiet feok e
HROREIS REPORT CHTLY = Toomdy bLuyngalew, o
. w64 Fouth Kingaley drive. EID000;
LFROVED MARKET. Jepule W. Srong to local fuvestor,

et

Eing, room b
Amractiee Some st Twelfth aod L0 ™, M 26e T ilianle avenue. lot
Artngton ‘Transfyered ac Larze ﬂnx&.’.ﬂ Tert, §26007 Mempell & Han-
niderntione=—Lopona Meo Buys  cock to P

Lo u riyidence, ).'a. 204 South Westioinuter
Lafuyctte  Squure Pace—OMer o, "edensy BLF, Perry to & B
Peals Anpoupced du Herroriaz, nimertoom residencs,
. No, 436 Houth Van Sess avenue, 11~

Goo; 8 . de Herrertag to B, ¥ Pormy.

That rost estate activiy. though =t [ roulhwest corner St Andrews apd

n cammr:mvcly tow ebb ox to genurn.'l
markel a 15
fafrly eaconraging o the Zeld of
house and 1ot dealings has been evie
deaced In teacht wecks by reporis
from muny  Lrokers ol Dumerous
ramactions in reddetitial property of
uil Kitds, WIH the agvent ef he
;advance goard of the annwal host of
Iolrlss und metticr, weding in this
lelass of vealty Is mnduully pleking up.
Twa unusoxliy she resldences Bive
Yeen sold whhlh the st fowr days
ta men buring [orf petmancht homes
One of thett 3 o PuReen-room phce
of the Ttallan vi§la typ At XNo, 0%
Vistnin romd B Lo Fuyelte S,
the fushlonalde new subdlvision on
the Arilnston Elelghis mean Thw
heuse, bullt Sy I3 Mobw, s#nn pur-
.r:!ln.ﬂms! Ia\' 00 Welkht, = weslthy
land oWwn I il Tiroutht

ES rr.'poﬂcd e of 548,004,
The sale wun by Willinm
Waddell aad Togers uf the
Vepl el

mrmu:h uus

The_ other |

Sixth, Yot TIK1L0 feet, $5500: Jobn Lo
Plummter 10 George Glles, three lom
on Norron ayvendre, Dear Socond stiect,
in Ridgewood Pork 07507 G B
Towne to B Fr de A Jn:mn. Sz
150 feet, Mfumolia manue Reny ‘ﬂnu&
32500, and Alice M. Ingersoll to
yafl T Mason, sevénsraom b\m&:-!nr.
Nn, 2142 West Thirtleth street, Lot
F9x195 feck $3T54, )
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Conspleaons.

BETWEEN TWO
MAIN HIGHWAYS.

New West-End Residenca
Park Ideally Situated.

e —

La Fayette Square One of .

City’s Beauty Spots.

Recent Buyers in Tract Plan:
© Handsome Homes.

Qf the many attractive and highe-

cilass resifence subdivislons that bave
been developed In that portion of the
wes: side distrlct of Los Angeles lying
bel reen Wilshire boulevard wid West
Adamis street, Lz Fayette Square s
one of the Imost noteworthy. The
eract, whieh iz only a Httla over &
vear old, comprises sighty acres and
was formerly a portion of the historie.
old Nadeau Vineyard Rancho, having
Deen the last parcel ¢f that sightly
property to be opened for residence
PuUIDOses The Crefishaw Securlty
Company In buying the ang several
yeurs ago dld so with the specific pur-
pose of holding it untli the time wax
ripe for the transformatios of the
whele acreaze Inte @ metrapolitan
residence park. The wisdom of this
policy ls evidesnced in the 3$260,000
worth of benutiful homies that have

already sprong up in the tract duting

the brief period of its exiastence.

La Fayette Square iz aiready ons of
the heauty apots of Los Angeles. Jts
coenoral Improvemerts along are de—
clared by the owners to have cost In
excess of $155.000. ‘The =mpproachess
from the cutside are martkes by nine

handsome mateways of granite carried.

out in = rofined ballustrade. of the
Parislan type., The lighting wystem ia
one of thw finest ever Installed In a
Los Angeles tract, comprising 104 or=-
narrental clectroliers, each with =«
eluster of tre 1a.mps.. Tha arhvewnys
aro paved withm asphait and are lined
with wide parkings, An extensiva
planting scheme has been carried sut.

The crowning and central festurae
of the sguare ls St. Charles Flaos.
n drive planned aftar the Spanish
Pasenr  surrounding the Theater
Municipal st Rio de Janeiro, Brozil.
in the efnter of this broad, smooth
ropdway s x serles of park plots set
with tropical polrns.  Bordering the
walka ot sither side nre Tows of grate-
ite posts with llght clusters,

The tract cecupies high sround that
overlooks ths whele of tie fashion-
oble west aide. Lying along the west
side of Crenshiw boulevard. it s
bounded on the north by West Six-
teenth street and the right of way of
the Venlece Short Line, and on the
acuth by “Waskington boulevard, sach
a maln arters of travel between the
clty and the =en.

A MY ERY M el PR MO Wa JRAA D il DT

Bih tropical palmse. Bordepifiz the

Lying along the west
v beuievard. It i=

and on the
evard. aach

poutd by Washington bo¥
Prfween the

aANaln gartery of travel
#ity and the =ea. .
Routh of Washington. Welllngton
Squaye, comprising ninety mzcres, is ba-
Ing 1ald out zmlong similar lines. the
north and south streets of one tract
being continuous with those of the
other, In combination the two sub-
divisions will copatitute an nnbroken
residence development of the highest
character along Crenshaw boulevard
from Sixteenth street to West Adama.
Rastrictiony having a 1ife of fifty yenrn
‘Inzure the permipelicy of this de-
velopment along the iines Izid out.
The minimum value of the houses
permitted in La Favette Squars va-
Fles from $60OD to $15.000, the cost
béing governed by the location in the
tract. The bouses thus far erected, it
ix sald, have greatly excecded the re-
 quirements {o most {pstances. The
lota range In frontage from sitty to
“10G feer,
; Among recent purchasers in La
i Payetts Square are T. J. Grier, pen-
eneral manager of the Home Stake
Mine at Lead, 8. D, who not long ago
‘bought a missfon residence at the cor-
| ner of $t. Charles place and Bucking-
ham rocd: Chatmers Kellar, an at-
torney of tha xame place, who hought
a8 large bullding slte and whe fx now
having plam drawn for a handsome
home; F. T Ciarke, Jr., vica-prosi-
dent of the Lucey Ol Well Supply
Company of Xew Tork City, who
bought 129 feet on Buckingham road,
and whe expecis to build this sum-
mer: Williamm Wright, formerly of
Winnepeg, Can., who bought a twelve-
room ville at No. 40 Virginin road.
and Joseph H. Smailes, president of
tha Atlas Bualiding Company. who ex-
pects to dbuilld 2 large colonial house
on Tellington road.
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NEGLECTED ACREAGE OF DECADE AGO NOW VAST AREA OF HOMES.

Counéry. £725 Fart
Fanp@lavr
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Glimpses of La-Fagette Square and Country Clob T ark. tiro of the finest of the sightly subdivisions of West Los Anpeles,
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Last of High Ground.

({Continued From First Page.)

of Adams, Washington, Pico and the
intervening streets crept farther and
farther westward., New tracls were
glwayye springing up to beckon the
buliders nearer to the far-out rim ot
the hills,

Oxford Sguare, Victoria Park, AT~
lington Helghty, the Crenshaw-boule-
vard tract. Crenshaw Helzghis, Arling-
ton Heights Terrace, the Hillcrest
tract and the Arlngton Heights
bounlevard tract have all sprung into
being within a few years and., with
other subdivisions of the district,
have filled in the vacant spaces of
the old wvinevard 2acres.

Already the subdivisionists Thave
pounced upon the closest-in of the
lower pround berond the mmesas.
West Adams Parlk. the Washington-
boulevard and West Adams tract and
tiie Pico-boulevard tract all three
infant subdivisions of great promise,
mark the advance guard of a further
weatward invazxion of the home
builders, an invasion which expert
observers believe will not end until
all the vast acres along the maliln
geaward boulevards from the limits
of Los Angeles to the citiss of the
Creseant Bay have been clalmed for
intensive residential development.
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Public Service: City Hall, Courts.

At tho Clty TIafl,

LAN VIADUCE
FOR WEST SIDE,

TTICITIES BOARD FAVORS TUHE
OVERILIEAD CROSSIXG,
. e

Petter to Counell Urges Grantng
the Petition of Lafayetio Sguoare
Ttesidents  for  Comnection  with
Bustness  Distmet Over  Faclile
Elevirlo Tracks.

T 1 085 AR 0 11

Flans for o vinduct aver the Faclfic
Eleetrie  truckds to  connect Wost
boulevard und Sherman diive, pre- ;
pured by Chief Troafle Engineer E
Howell, were anbroved by the Public :
Uihties Doard yesterday, and ¢ letter §
wos forwarded to the Council urgang i
earty axlon, The questien  was g
brought up by & petitlon signcad oy ;
many resldents of  the Latayette H
Byuure disttict, who pointed out thal :
without & cronslng at Blateenth sireel L
thot Wi connedt Sherman drive with
West houlouwrd, they have ny direct
compancation with the central part
of tho city. In somwa Instunces, bLe- I3
(enuse there 9 no way o oross the I
trachs, chil?fren have to waik tdo
yoiles to schoul and another reason
urged Ly the cluzens ls the refusal
of many stores Lo inake deliveries H
becpuse of the distanee, j

The petithpners nsked for a grade .
erowslng, with an order that all Pa- i
eific Klectric trnins stop belore cross- . H
mg.  This, Bnpineer llowell says, is . £
impractucat for the rexgon thot the 4
Pacific Llectric approaches the eross- 3
ing at o & per cent grade, The tracks
are about {welve feet lower than the
level of Sherman diive at that point
and Mr, luivell's recommendation ig
for n viaduct which can he hullt at o
cost ol anproxomately §40,000, The
Paofle Bleetric, he savs, w willng to
pay F20.000 of the eost and Alr
Howell gurmgests, that the ety pry
£10,000 and an assessment  district
ray the remainime £14,600, The ten-
tntive asressment district 1s such that
the assessment need be only (wenty
conts a frant foot., An alternative
plan sttbmtted Ly the Utihties Beard
engineer provides for o new street
parallel with  the Paclfic Eleetric - ]
right of way custward from Shepmnn i
drive to the next grade cresdmg. Thils, - :
Liowever, 1s not faveored bvecnuse It
wonld ba madequate to meet the
needs of the disirier,

The Utilitles Roard recommended
that tha Council grant n {ranchise to
the Pacific Blectrle across the Pocifle
Coast Stenmship Comypany’a addition
at the harbor. Thiy will cover
changes in routing proposed by the . .
raflway to avowd erossing  Hurbor
boulevard at a new grade which Is
forty-five feet below the old tracks

Presldent Lane reported that Paclfle
[Blectric oficinly having agreed to
label properly the Avenue Sixty.four
and Ttose HI cars, the official order
proposed by the board will not be
necessnry.
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At'the City MallL

O INVESTIGATE
DEATH-TRAP SITE

i b

COUNCIL TALTS PLANS TOR A
NEW GRADE CROSSING.

" Twport of the Pullle Works Come
mitice is Sent Back and Councli-

4 men will Visit Vineyard Junctlon
Before Taklug: Aclen on the
Pettions,

Plans for a grade crossing at Sixe
teenth strset, to connect West boule-
‘vard and Sherman drive und thereby
rereate what the Uliilitles Boayd styles
“the worst death trap In Los Angeles”
were balked in the Councll yesterday
when the report of the Publie Works
Committes was referred baek, and
ths Councll dectded to wvisit the site
this morning.

soveral membera of the Councll
who heretofore huve oppozed any ad-
ditlon to the ligt of grodo crossings
,within the city, said they nare not
ifamitiar with the loenlity where the
““gepth trap” wug to be located and
when Councilman Wheeler, presiding,
suggested that the matter be roterred
back fo the committee, pending in-
vestigation, Acting Chalrmen Wright
offered no protest,

, Tax Agent Hill of the Pacific Eloes
trie Hailway snid he agreedy with the
Pubile Utilitles Board that the pro-
posed crossing would he the most dan-
gerous In Los Angeles, Thera Is a
grade of 3 per cent. at that paoint, he
satd, and more than 200 trains a day
padg the crossing. _
ftesldents of tha neighborhood swho
gesls & crossing st that poini called
ot thes Publia Tltliities Board yester-
day and after Jearning that tha pro-
posed gpecial assessment for the via-
duct recommended by the Public Ttil-
{tles Board would amount fo not more
than 37 to 310 =& lot, snnounced
that they wiil start a petition for &

viaduet Immediately.
Tha Counell wiil leave the Hill street f

statton at 10 o'clock this morning to
viait the crossing. }

dizcharges wasg Heogal and hiz conten-

tien !s supported by the Clty Attorney
to the extent of advising the Firs Com.
mnission that ft should grant ancthe:r
hearing. In case the deelsion i3 in hiz
favor, Mr. Welty will have a years
salary coming at the tims of rein-
Statement. The fact that another
‘heartng f3 granted, however, does nof
mean that he I8 now & member of tha
department and on the pay roll, the
City Attorney says. '

Lighting Taxes Pue,

Taxes for Bghting the Serrano-sve-
nue gnd the Victorifn Park thti:g
distrlets will become «dclinquent Sep-
tember 20, nccording to a statement
Issued by A, R, Conrad, city tax and
lleenss collector, yesterday, A penalty
of 10 per ceat. will be ndded when the
gxﬁghilmﬁatzge ;leunquent and property

C a taves are
sold October 18, topaid will be
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PO iR

At the City Yok

i« N\ EATH-TRAP” IS
" L) STILL FAVORED,

WONKS COMMITTEE REMAINS OF
THE SAME BIND,

s e

Necentiyamadn Nocommendntion
that Bhoermen Drive Crossing be
Ordored 8t Graide ' Goes Baock 1o
Councll Tnckpngoed After fts Mo
Jeotion and Retuss,

The Peblls Works Commlttes of
the Counydl yesterday reaffirmad fis
repart favering a “death-trap® grade
cragsing at the junction of Bherman
drive and Weat boulevard, over the
Pacific Electric Raflway tracks. This
action wag taken on consideration of
ihé former rejort of tha committes
which was rejected by the Council
fast week afior all of the members
visitedl the cragsing slte nt Vineyard
Btatlon. Tho motfon to reafirm the
Bruvieus report was made by Couh-
cilmian ‘Wright and sumnr{ed by
Councllman Brala, Councliman
Langdon, who i ncting on the vom-
mittes in the absence of Chalrman
Toepham, war not pressnt wher the
guestion wag ocosaidersd,

This erosaing, according to the re-
port of the Puablic Utllitley Board, ts
8o situated thet It will ba the worst
denth-trap within (he Nmits of tha
city. Tha Tilltles Board pressnted
Mane for o viaduet that would cost
540,000, and suggestod that the cost
be borna B0 per cent. by tha Paclfic
Eleotrie, 26 per cont, by tha olty at
large and 2§ per cent by an nssess-
ment #latrlet that hag a frontege of
84,000 fect, The Pocific Blectmo
agread to put up  $RL000 for ita
share of the cost and 10 advance the
city's 310,000 ahere {f the sasésgment
gl!iu-ol;tﬁ would pey the remalning

Rexsidents of the nelghborhood whe
told the Counell lnst week that they
would withdraw thelr petition for a
grade crowsing nnd get busy Imme-
dintely te provide for carrving out
the pians for s viaduct, eppeared be-
fora the committes yeatorday tnd sajd
that they believe it will be impoasibis
to raise the $10,000 in the asseszment
distrlet.

They told the committea that <he
Crewshaw Really Comppny will op-
pose the assessment an all fta prop-
arty on ¢ne sids of the tracks end tha
VYictoriz Prrk Company will eppose it
on the other aide, B

Counellman Wright argied that ths
Pacific Electrle shontd be compalied
ts pay the entire cost of a visdunt,
showid cne be hollt, and nefther the
clty ner the property awners in that
vioinity should ha catled upon to pay
& ceht for the improverment,

Tn case the Counclt agrees to the
Publle Watks Committes report pro.
viding for the grade crosaing, the Pa.
clfic Electric wil) undonbtediy appeal
the matter to the State Rellrord Com-
miesion ond this aetlon wHI precipl-
tate o legal bottle wherein the urks-:
diction over tha crassing will ba es--
tabilshed either in the Siata Ratlread’

© Commisslon or the Public Utllitles
Borrd,

President ' Lane of tha Uthitles
Toard suld yesterduy that in case of
an sppeal, the Utilitles Board will
Rppear befera the Stnte Rallrond
Cotmisslon and  contend (hat tho
matter s one In  whinh tho Btate
bogrd hee nothing to say,

*T belleva that in this case the only
chanee thri the State Raflrond Com-
miesicn to estyblisk Jurisdiction wiil

state travelets are endangersd by
the grade erossing,' miald President
Lane. "I beMeve It wili take at least
two ye£rs ip settle the matter and Tots
of things may happen . in that time*

The report of the Pukic Works

Committes will vome bafore the
Catnel! thiy mormlug and membera of
the Counell whc ara secking lo eliml-
nate rather then Incrense o number
of grade crossings, hre propored ta
fight the proposition,

I ———

FIGHTING 1OT.
FSROTERT WILL BE HEARD.
Rezldents of tho Aadison-Viegh

storm drain sewer ssgessment Ois-
teict, 100 tsrong, Invaded the Coun-
¢l chambar yestordey with their coals
off apd ready to fight ot tha drop of
the hat, Thelr compinint, as out~
Hned by Councliman Whesler,'ls that
they say the City Engineer told them
thelr amsessments, adeording fo the
Zone fn which thelr property ia Jo+
cated, would,.range ot $11, $17, 334
and ¥57 g Jot, while the bills ren-
dered wers juat about 100 pet cent.
higher, Iesldents of the neighbor-
hood, Mr. Whesler said, htive accofed
tise Covnell of pocketing anywhers
from 320,080 to $40,000 and “aplits
ting 1t up'” The shustlon as out~
tined by Mr, Whasler in that wwhen the
contract for the sewer woa first Jet
the contractor refosed to slgn up
and, when the work was readvertised,
tho lowest bid was $40,600 over the
firet bid, BSinee then the protests have
been meny snd vigorous., At recenpt
mestings, Mr, Wheelar said, n cor-
tain siinrpey has told the protestunts
that for n few thousand dollara he
will'gat the matter straightonad ogut so
the proparty ownera will have =&
squars deal

*Don't you pecpls let any nifotney
feed any of that bunk to you,” sutd
My, Whealer, “Tou appoint o good
committes to work with the Coun-
cll and you wif get an absolutely
squara deal and it will not cost you
a goant either”

Time for nling protests onxgainst tho
azaenstent exitres Ostober 4 and the
Counci] get October 13 as the tenine
five date when the whole mntter wiil
bs reviewed.

e ——
- Ne Francldsa for Spur,

fhe question of the Bimons Brick
Company spur track at Sants Monkea
boulevard mnd: Tamarind street cams
up agein yvesterday before the Pub-
Na Ttilities Beard nand o Tepart wan
made 1o the Councll to the effect that
the Paciflc Electric Rallnay hag no
franchise or other right to operate
the spur traak. Tie board alse ascer
tained that the brick yords are not
within any industrial district and the
Ioeation kaa nevar heen sxcopted from
the residenca district. The bbard In-
forms the Councll, however, that the
question of whather or not the briek
yards ars a public nolsancs 18 ene for
the Council to declde.

. Regulations sye Delnyed,
Service repulatiops affecting publle
utility ecompantes fnrnishing gas and
electricity, ne prenared by the Roard
of Publie Ttlitles, were held up lu-
definitely by the hoard Veaterday, It
had beon proposad to adopt them im-
mediately, ‘but the beard recelved
word that the State Rallroad Com-
misalon has deferred action untll a
new set of regulations iz compiled o
agred with the regulatlons of the
other Coast States, When the Rail-
rond Commiesion fnally adopls its
regulations appl¥ing to territory under
Its jurisdiction, Loz Anpeles will joln
with the other Isrge Coant citles of
Calfornln, Washington and Oragon
and sdopt unifoerm regulntions for the
territory within the clty.

be to show that the tivem of intra-:
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" Fine Residence Properties Sold Last Week Through Local Real Estate Offices.
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Visible ev of for well-locnted hames, as reported by Liny Angeles denlers.
Tha Bl Corrito TToce hofding was sold through Gllon & Tnack; tha Tuckinkhom Tord hanna, through the Crepsliaw Rocurlty Company! tha Senil Kenmetra P, hi r 5 "
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IN BAPAYETTE 6QUAILD

Owricrn ot Attenctiva Wost Side Sol-
dirislon Ttport Many Baloen

The Qrerhaw Gecurity Compuny,
ewhier ond subdividor of Lafnyoltel
Bquure, raporta tho foilowing reeent

safes b that trnck:
¥ar G, Herb Palin to Dr, 1L W
Beodback, remdanes nt No. 1761
Huckingham road, §14,000; 1o Nor-
No. 1849

of Jnckronvilte, ¥ rosldance nL
No, 1603 Viegisia ronf, $17.601; for
J. & sinnford to W, A, Toylor, fati=
deades ai Npo 1742 Virginle 3
$16,000; 1o . Olver, sixiy-foat loi
an Vivginla tond; to Jomes ¥, Por-
ier of Devenport, lown. 180 foot of
ernntngs ao Weiliomen rood.
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RESIDENCE SALES

Fine I.atn;em Squure Houwe Sold
Conptry Clab Park Homvo

Changes Hands,

Salas of residence properly are
reported by E. A. Weber, manager
]oz ths houss and Iot departinent of
W. L. Hollingerorth & Co, ax fol-
lows:

For J. H, Wagner to Thomas ¢
Job, twelve-room residence at No
1809 Virgin!a road, Lafayette Squade,
$22,500. The exterior i3 of white
cement and the intertor it In ma-
hogany, with slaborate Jdecorations,
The lot 18 30xI50 feel.

For A. IL Cuenod to M. & Fhil-
lUpa. two-story, nine-room coloninl
residencs at No. 5950 South Wiltom
Ploce, in Couptry Club Park, $3400.
The-dot g 504155 feel

To Mx, M. A, Roval for EBen
Gubser, saTen-room cojonial bungna-
low, M. 244 St Andrown Place, ot
527135 feat, 36200; for Alay Averil]
to J. G. Hendernon, eight-rosm hotsn
1t No. 2892 Dorchesier aventa lot

to J..R. Verder, asven-room colonial
bungslow at -No. 23¢  Gramercy
Place, lot SIxXI3S feer, 36150; for
R. Harrils to I . Latham, eighi-
toom residence, No. 200 Narth D.l-
lot: Ztrwat, =0x135 foet. $5009 carh.

THEATER CONTRACT

Gicnlale Firm® to_ Erect Picturo
Pilajhouso on South Broadway
.for §. A Quinn.

“To Charles W. Kent & Son of
Glendals hax been awnrded the con-
tract for the construction and re-
modeling work in connection with
the alteration of the present Hamp-
ehire Hote! "at Nos $14-18 South

Eroidway into a motion-pleture the-
ater for J, A, Quinn. A perspactive
of the new playhouse was published
exclusively in Tho Times Just Sun-
day.

Ilans for the projeet huiva been
prepared by A, R Walker. The
hotel . interlor 18 fa bes gutted to
make ypacs for the thexter andl-
tonum, and tha front of the bulld-
infy will be campletaly changed. The
property !s ownrd by the Katherine
fiooker ostate and has been gectred
:w Mr. Quinn under i loug-term
[ e

SUxI46 fest. 53000: for Ben Gubse-
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Tewo Attractive Residential Additions.
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ryodle Spirrre Pesrdesrce Hollyniood” Fooffrl! Horme,

Resldence bolpg ercetsd at 1821 Buckingham road, Lafayeits Sguor
s, for Ed de Moulln: Charles I Wa
home to be bullt for J. A. Tayler nt Whitley Helghts; bontgomery & Nibechar, amﬁ?&xgeﬁfﬁ? e";:i::m!;ulidar. Spanizh-atvl
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LAFAYETTE SQUARE
VIADUCT UNDER WAY.

LIIMINATION OF  CROSSING
GIVES RESIDENTIAL PARK
MNOW OUTLLT,

After nuinerous delays Ineldent to
the war and other calises, canstruc-
tlon fa under way on the ‘iaduct
gpaaning the Paeiflo Electric’s West
Sixteenth-strest iracks and linking

up Lafayeite Square with West
boulevard.

Compilotion of the viaduct will
eliminate tho present dangerous
grade crossing and open # new out-
let for ithe Lafayetle Square district
to the north and west.

This improiement {8 of special
voncern to the resldents of Lafay-
cite Square, as it will atterd a safe
route of only four blocks to the mil-

ljon-dolinr Los Angelea 1ligh School,
and give direct nocess fo the West
1lollywood und Beverly iIjlls district
Py ;my of I'lco and Wliishire boule-
vard. :

uwners of this restdentinal park re-
'cently dedicated to the city the nec-
|essary lend required in connection
with the bullding of the rvladuel.
When this projact fs completed, la-
farelle Squiare wiil be completely
surrounded by lmportant autemoblle
am! intorurban roads—\Wushington
boulevard op the south, Sixteenth
street gnd Venice short line on the
noerth, Crenshaw boulovard on the
cast and the noew West boulevard
viaduct on the wesat,

C. R. L. Crenshaw, who hna been
fdentifled with the development of
thia distriet for many years, and
who hns recontly eorganlzed the
South Wilshire Company for the
purpose of condbacting the liquida.
tion sajo of Lafayetta Square lots,i
states that the paving and streot tme|
provements now bolng Inatalleg fn
Washilngton Loulevard, neyr the city!
ihnits, together with the West Six-
teenth-street visdonet Is nlready hav.
ing & marlted influence on this por.
tlon of thoe west-and territory He
reporty thot during thoe last five
weeky hiy campany has seld in La-
farette Bquare alons upwards of
$100.000 worth of lols, practlcally
all of which will be Improved In the
near futuro.
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FINE WEST END TRAET
IS BEING IMPROVED.

PAVING WOREK ON WASHAINGEDR
BOULEVARD ABOUT DONE;
TO INSTALL LIGHTS.

Among the fine residences which
figured In the realty transactionsof
the week was the home of Henry

Boos, at 1651 Weilington Read, La
Fayette Nquare., The residence was

sold to James McClure Johnson by
Crenshaw & Smalles, reality brokers,
gtoa. consideration reported at 3560,
06.

Rapid progress In the fmprove-
ments which are being made In La
Fayette Square i3 reported by Cran-
shaw & Smailes. Although the pav-
ing of Washington DBoulevard hdg
progresged somewhat slowly on ace
count of unavaldable delays, the
worle is npearing completion, with
the exception of the portion occupled
by the raliroad tracks in the center
of the &street. The south sida of
the street has been finished, and
opened tp the publie, and the north
gida of the thoroughfars will bo
opened within thirty days, it 18 esti-
mated. A new lighting syastem for
L.a Fayette Bquare ia also planned
hy the developers of this subdiviatan,
and instaliation of this asystem,
which will extend along Washington
Boulevard to Culver Clty, will bhe
started In the near future ‘he
Sixteenth street viaduct, which spans
tha Venice Bhort Line tracks at
West Boulevard, s nearing comple-
tion, and when opened will give di-
rect access o West Hollywood and
Bevorly HIills by way of Pico and
Wilahire boulevarda

Crenshaw & Smalles are at the
preaent time conducting o ligulda-
tion snle of unsold lots In the dis-
trict for the owners, and a large
number of recent sales Is réported,
Practically all of the new owners, 1t
{s stated, will build in the near fu-
turae,
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. The Board of mmm Works ves-
terday awarded to the Lyneh-Can-
" non E’agmvgrmg Company for $58.-
‘086778 the mm“act for construct-

ing the West Boulevard bridze
acress Venice Boulevard and the

- Pacific Electric {racks. |
+ Plans call for a reinforced con~
crete structure with a2  Aflv-foot
*maé’a ay which will replace a woGd~
ien bridze erceted in 1919 and now
Ezrquaate to handle the traffic.




LOS ANGELES TIMES, MARCH 6, 1933

Boulevard

ridge Finished

Complete except for the ap-

proaches, which will be finished
within several days, the West Bou-
levard bridge spanning Venice Bou-
levard and the Pacific Electric Rail-
way tracks is scheduled to be opened
to traffic on the 25th inst, & is
announced by the Board of Pudlic
Works.

The contract was awarded July 6,
last, for $£59,886.75, sallocated from
public funds, The construction s
of concreta with double arch ap-
proaches on either side and includes
ornamental lights.

The length of the bridge & 525
feet, extending from Sixteenth
Place to Victoria Park Drive. The
roadway is thirty feet wide and
thers is a five-foot sidewalk in addi-

Emuevam and venice Boulevard
area are expected to have charge of
the dedication, the date for which
has not yet heen set.




LOS ANGELES TIMES, MARCH 27, 1933

| The West Baulevard bridge, span-

ning Venice Boulevard and the Pa-
ciiic Flectric tracks, has been com-

‘pleted and paved and will e
opened for traffic about the middle
of  April, accordging to the an-
novacement of the Board of Public
Vrorss. |

Plans are peing made for a cele-
bration by civic erganizations of the
community,

-7 The bridge was built on a con-
trect price of $59.986.72, It was
financed by public fonds. It re-
plazes an old wooden structure. The
eonstruction is of concrete, with a
decukle archk and auvproaches. 1ts
total length Is 325 feet, extending
from Sixtecnth Place to Victoria
Park Drive, The roadway is thirty
feet wide,
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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION.

-

REPORT OF THE CHIEF INSPECTOR OF SAFETY APPLIANCES IN
RE INVESTIGATION OF ACCIDENT ON THE PACIFIC ELECTRIC
BAILWAY, NEAR LOS ANGELES, CAL, ON JULY 13, 1913,

Avocusr 6, 1913

On July 13, 1913, there was a rear-end collision between two pag-
senger trains on the Paafic Electric Raillway, near Los Angeles,

Cal , resulting 1n the death of 14 passengers and the wmnjury of about .
200 passengeis

A fter investigation of this accident, I beg to submit the following
lepoit

Thas colhston occurred on what 1s known as the Venice Short Lipe,

extending from I.os Angeles to Venice and other seaside resorts west
of Los Angeles. The diviston on which the aceident occurred 1s a
double-track hne, opeiated by time card, without signals or orders
and with no means of spacing trains except by vismion Train crews
ure checked out of car bains at Venice and handled by starters at
Venice and at Hill Street Statron, Los Angeles, the tune that regula:
trains are scheduled to pass stations 1s enteled on the tume card, but
no record 1s kept of the time extra trains pass any of the stations,
exfra trains being expected to make the runming time of regular
trams . .
On this line trams are operated under the mulfiple unit system,
the motors on all cars being of equal power and bemng controlled
by a motorman on the head car of each traim Al the cars are
equipped with avtomatic air brakes, which are operated by the motor-
man on each train ' . )

The trains involved in this collision were extra 532, which left
Venice at 855 p m, and extra 874, which left North Beach, Santa
Monica, at 853 p m, and 18 supposed to have passed Venice about
12 minutes later There 15 no record of the time these trains passed
eny of the stations hetween their terminals and the point where the
collision occurred Each train consisted of three cars

At about 9 p m on the day of this accident east-bound trams on
the Venice Short Lane wete stopped on account of a broken over-
head trolley wire about 50 feet east of Vimeyard, m junction pomnt
55 mles from Los Angeles On the Pacific Electric Railway the
trolley wires are fed in sections, and this break resulted i the
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2 INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION

putting out of service only one section of trolley wire about 50 feet
m jength Some hittle time was consumed 1n securing and tying np
the brolen trolley wire, and a number of trams were stopped at
that pornt When the loose end of the wire was secured where 1t
would not endanger passengers, the trains began to move forward
starting some distance away and gathering sufficient mementum to
coast past the broken section of trolley At this pownt there was an
ascending grade of 17 per cent for eastbound trains, and conside:-

able space was required for a tram to gain sufficient momentum to
carry 1t beyond the break in the trolley wire

The track 1s straight for a distance of about 180 feet west of the
point where the accident occurred, and then there 1s a curve of about
23°, 639 feet m length, diverging toward the south A slow boaid
15 located on this curve, 609 feet from the point where the collision
occurred and 1,000 feet from the junction at Vineyard Approaching
trom the west the view of the track at the point of collision was
obstructed by the bank of a cut and bv poles lining the tracl

When extra 532 approached Vineyard, at about 915 p m, 1t was
flagged by the flagman of the preceding fram Extra 532 stopped
to piek up the flagman and then moved up until within about 15
feet of the preceding train, when 1t stopped Whale standing at this
point 1t was struck by extra 874, at about 920 p m At the fime
of the colhision the weather was clear,

Motorman Claik, of extra 539, stated thal as soon as he brought
his tiam fo a stop at the place where the collision oceurred, he
sounded a whastle signal for the dagman to go back and protect the
trarn  When the tram ahead began to move he sounded a signal re-
calling the flagman, but as the train ahead moved only a short dis-
tance he 1mmediafely sounded the signal for the flagman to go back
2EAITN

Conductor Van Dorn, who was 1 charge of the first em of extra
332, stated that the signal for the flagman to go back was sounded
as soon as his train stopped, and he saw the flagman start fo run
back, and also saw him signal exira 874 to stop He thought the
flagman had gone back a distance of between 600 and 700 feet when
the tram passed him  Conduetor Vaa Dorn sard he heard the motor-
man answer the flagman’s signal after the train reached the flagman

Conductor Hart, who was 1 charge of the second car of extra 532,
stated that as soon as this tran came to a stop the flagman was sig-
naled to go back, and he started mmmedately, carrying one red and
one white lantern Hpo stated that the flagman went bacl as far as
the begmning of the curve, and that when the motorman sounded
the signal recalling him he did not start to return toward the train

Conductor Bartholomar, who was in charge of the rear car and
acted a¢ flagman for train extra 532, stated that when his tinin came
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to a stop near Vineyard he was mignaled out nnmediately, and he

<tarted to run back between the tracks. About two minutes later,

when he had gone about 500 feet from the rea1 end of s tramn,
he saw extra 874 approaching more than half a mile away Hae heaid
the signal recalling him, but continued walling and 1unn ng back
loward the approaching train. The moterman of that tiam did not
answer his signal until after the train had passed him He had
tusees and tox pedoes with him, but he did not use either, as he wanted
to get back as far as possible before the train reached hym He
thonght he had gone a short distance beyond the slow board befoire
the train passed him, and he estumated fthe speed of extin 874 at 30
or 35 miles per hour

Motorman Forster, of extra 874, stated that the flagman was near -
the slow board He had shut off the current and whastled for the

Junction just as the train passed the slow board, and he then saw the
flagman, who was only » sbort distance away and was signaling him
to stop, he aclnowledged the flagman’s signal and made an apphica-
l1on of the brakes, he thought hig train was runmng at & speed of 50
miles per hour at that tirme When he saw extra 532 ahead of him
he made an emergency application of the brakes He thought the
speed of his train at the time of the collision was between 10 and 15
miles per hour He stated that the bralkes were in good condition and
working properly

Conductor Shafer, who was 1n charge of the head car of extra 874
stated that three or four stops were made between Venice and the
pomt where the collision occurred, and the biakes appeared to be 1
good worlang order  He stated that the motorman had not been
running the tram at an unusually high rate of speed, as the train
apploached the slow board he thought 1t was 1unning at about 80
miles per hour, and he did not notice that the speed had been reducerl
before the collision occurred '

Conductor Sexton, who was 1n charge of the rear car of extia 874
stated that on s car there were passengers who weile bound for
Vineyard, and as the frain approached that station he gave the
motorman 2 signal to stop, he did not hear the moforman acknowl-
edge the signal, but as the train approached Vineyard the speed was
1educed )

At the time of the collision four passengers were riding 1n the front
vestibule of the leading car of train extra 874 One of them stated
{hat as the train approached the scene of the accident he saw the
flagman runmng toward extra 874 and giving a stop signal, the
power had slready been shut off and the motorman made an applica-
tion of the brakes He thought the flagman was about haifway be-
tween the slow board and the pownt where the accident occurred, and
that the speed at the time of the collision was abount 20 males per hour

v
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The speed of trains when approaching junchions on this 1oad was
Imuted by rule to 10 mules per hour, and a bulletin order directed
that trams be operated under complete control around sharp curves

The flagging rule mn force on the Pacific Electric Railway required
the flagman to go back 500=fget from the rear end of his tram and

Jace one torpedo on the railgxthen go back 500 feet farther and place
t%g‘% torpedoes on the rail 60 feet apart, should an approaching train
L& heard or seen before the flagman has gone the required distance he
piust at once place one torpedo on the rall  If conditions require 1f,
a 1ed fusee must be displayed

-In this case 1t 18 believed that the flagman did not go back the
required distance, the evidence mdicatmg that he had not reached the
slow board which was only 609 feet from the rear end of the standing
train, and although he had both fusees and torpedoes with him he did
not use erther

Had the motorman of extra 874 observed the speed restriction mn
effect at this pomt the accident probably would have been averted, in
spite of shoit flagging  The evidence indicaies that the speed of the
tiain when 1t passed”the slow board was in excess of 30 miles pex
howr and 1t was undoubtedly more than 10 miles per hour when the
collision occurred On July 16 tests were made with a train of thiee
ca1s of the 800 class to determme the distance within whach a fram
of this character could be brought to a stop  During these tests there
were about 30 people m the train, and the speed in each case was
41 miles per hour Tn the first test the current was shut off at the
slow board and mmmediately 2 10-pound reduction was made, result-
g 1n a service apphication of the brakes, and the train was brought
to a full stop 1n 425 feet In the second test an emergency applica-
tion of the bralkes was made at the slow board and the tram was
brought to a full stop 2 400 feet As a result of these tests, it 1s
believed that had the motorman of extra 874 applied the brakes at
the slow board the tram would have been stopped m time to avert
the collismion, the distance between the stow board and the point where
the accident oceurred being sufficient to allow for the greater distance
required for stopping the loaded train as compared with the train
used 1n thege fests

This investigation disclosed the fact that Flagman Bartholoma:
had entered the service of the Pacific Electiic Company on June 20,
1913, only 24 days before the accident cceuired He had had no
previous electric or steam railroad experience, nor had he been
examined, yet he was holding the position of greatest responsimlity
on this train  Motormen Clark and Forster each had had several
vears’ experience Of the other employees on these trains only one
was an expertenced man He had had about three and one-half
vears’ experience on other hnes and had been emploved bv this com-
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pany for about ome month Of the others, one had been empleyed
by this compeny for five months, twe for four months each, and
one for one month, none of these men having had any previous
railroad experience

In the evemng, when the traffic from beach resorts to the citv 1s
heavy, 1t 15 the usual practice on the Pacific Iiectric Railway to give
trains a five-minute headway out of Vemce 'The distance between
Venlce and Vineyard 1s 8} mules, and there are two stations and a
junction betweenr these two points The number of trains over tlus
hine 18 increased east of Tvy Junchion, 3 6 miles west of Vineyaid,
as trains from Redondo Beach also use this linck  The records <hovs
that on Sunday, July 13, between 9 a. m and 920 p m, the time of
the accident, 123 trains passed over the eastbound frack befween
Ivy Junction and Vineyard, or an average of 1 train every 6 minutes
for more than 12 hours

This aceident was caused by failure of Flagman Ba:rtholomar of
extra 532, properly to protect his tram, fallure of Motorman Forster,
of extra 874, properly to control the speed o1 his train and falwme
of the railway company to provide an adequate method of operation
to insure the safety of trains runming on 1ts hines

To preveni the recurrence of accidents of this character certain
operating conditions disclosed by this investigation should be mate-
rielly 1mproved TFlagman Bartholomai had been employed less
than four weeks and was still classed as a “ student conductor ” not
having been examined on the rules or for the position of conductor
It 15 noted that only one of the six conductors on the two timns
mvolved in this aceadent had had any considerable experience
Train crews shonld not be made up entirely of new men, at least one
experienced conductor should be assigned to each frain on this 10ad
and a proper regard for the safety of passengers should not permt
the assignment of an inexperienced man to the responsible posttion
of conductor of the rear car and flagman of the tram

The 1ules restricting the speed of trains af dangerous pomnts along
the 10ad should be strictly adhered to and rigidly enforced On a
road of this character, where traing run from terminal to teinmunal
without direct supervision of superior officers, signalmen, or opera-
tors, train employees should be 1mpressed with the absolute necessity
of obeying rules and orders 1ssued and established for the safetv of
train operation

But even 1f, by careful selection, training, and supervision of em-
ployees, accidents resulting from recllessness or willful disregard of
1ules could be entirely eliminated, errois of judgment may be
expected to occur frequently under the existing method of operation
on this line, where the operation of trains 1s left almost entnely to
the train employees, and 1n view of the density of traffic the 1nstalla-
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ACCIDERT ON THE PACIFIC ELECTRIC RAILWAY 7

tron of an adequate block system 18 urgently, required The mexper:-
ence of a Iarge proportion of the men employed, 1f the records of the
emplovees involved in thns accident furpmish any criferion, increases

and emphasizes the need of a block system, under which the oppor-

tumties for errors Itkely fo lead to disastrous results are materially

diminished
In this connection attention 1s called to the fact that automatic

* tram-control systems are installed on a number of electric railroads

1n this country and m seme cases have been successfully operated for
a considerable period of time The application of a device of this
character to electrme railways 15 comparatively simple, as the pro-
pulsion current furmishes a reachly available source of power, and
the operating conditions on electric roads are materially different
from the operatmg conditions on steam roads The advisability of
mstalling an aytomatic train-control system on the Pacific Electric
Ralway should be given serious consideration

None of the employees involved 1n this aceident was on duty con-
trazy to the howis-of-service law

Respectfully submiited

: H W Brunar,
Cheef Inspegtor of Safety Applances
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