


EXHIBIT “A” 



Ronald Cleveland’s Association with the Superior Market is Tenuous  

The Nomination Application incorrectly asserts that “the architect, Ronald Cleveland, is listed alone as 
the building’s designer, not his firm.  Cleveland…must have felt this design was a significant one to 
take full credit for it.”  The documentation of Superior Market’s construction does not support this 
conclusion. 

Documentation from the building owner’s estate does not show any evidence that Mr. Cleveland was 
personally involved in the design or construction of the building; there is no evidence that Mr. 
Cleveland as much as signed a letter.  Instead, it appears that the building was designed by John 
Sturgis of the Leach & Cleveland firm. (See Exhibit B.)  Mr. Sturgis is best known for his design of a 
few JC Penney locations. (See Exhibit C.)  In addition, of the documents that remain in the building 
owner’s estate, the only named partner that signed any documents for Leach & Cleveland was Sterling 
Leach. (See Exhibit D.)  This documentation makes it clear that there is absolutely no reason to 
assume that Mr. Cleveland was particularly involved, if at all, in the design and construction of the 
Superior Market.   

Superior Market is a Poor Example of Mid-Century, not Googie, Architecture, and the City has 
Determined the Building is Not Historically Significant on Three Separate Occasions 

The Historic-Cultural Monument application for Superior Market identifies the building as an example 
of Googie architecture.  However, the building appears to embody the characteristics of Mid-Century 
Modern, not Googie style.  Googie style is characterized by abstract, geometric forms that seem to 
ignore gravity, two or three structural systems, and new technological materials.  These characteristics 
are identifiable by location on a commercial strip with an eye-catching roofline, and often with an 
integrated sign.  Modern materials, such as glass curtain walls, were also used to connect interior and 
exterior spaces.1  Googie style brings these features, materials, and structural systems of Modern 
architecture to their flamboyant, flashy, and commercial extreme.  

Superior Market instead represents a pared down Mid-Century Modern style.  While Googie and Mid-
Century Modern are contemporary styles that share many of the same characteristics, such as the use 
of new materials, expression of structural framing, and clear communication between interior and 
exterior spaces, it is how these characteristics are utilized that distinguishes these two styles.  In her 
book, American Glamour and the Evolution of Modern Architecture, Alice Friedman, architectural 
historian and professor of American art history, explains the range of post-war architectural responses 
on a spectrum, with “high-art” experiments by Corbusier and Frederick Kiesler on one end, and the 
“thin concrete arches of Googie coffee shops and resort hotels in Southern California,” on the other 
end.2  Mid-Century Modern rests in the middle of this spectrum, somewhere between playful, 
flamboyant, and commercial Googie, and serious, restrained, and “high-art” Modern.  If Modern 
architecture can be defined as the removal of ornamentation to reveal the pure structure of modern 
materials, Mid-Century Modern represents a more creative application of this ideal – without going to 
the playful extreme that characterizes Googie style.3  Mid-Century Modern makes real structural 

                                                           
1 Alan Hess, Googie Redux; Ultramodern Roadside Architecture (San Francisco: Chronicle Books, 2004), 71. 
2 Alice Friedman, American Glamour and the Evolution of Modern Architecture (New Haven: Yale University Press, 
2010), 145. 
3 Denise Scott Brown and Robert Venturi provide a concise definition of Modern architecture as shunning, “symbolism of 
form as an expression or reinforcement of content: meaning was to be communicated, not through allusion to previously 



systems visible in a decorative manner, but does not exaggerate their proportions in a flamboyant or 
flashy manner.  Use of modern materials is about expressing the plasticity of forms rather than a 
negation of gravity or an attempt to attract drivers passing by in their cars. 

The character-defining features of Superior Market are not utilized in an exaggerated manner that 
would make the building Googie.  Although it has a playful diamond-shaped roofline, this architectural 
detail is not exaggerated to the extent that it appears to defy gravity or give the roof a sense of 
weightlessness.  There are not a variety of expressed structural systems that generally characterize 
Googie style.  And although Superior Market features a glass curtain wall, it is interrupted midway 
thus breaking the transition from exterior to interior.  While decorative block walls provide some 
variety in materials on the main elevation, they are not exaggerated in a manner that reflects the 
Googie style.  These elements reflect the Mid-Century Modern approach to architecture - one that 
takes modern materials and treats them in a somewhat creative manner without going to an extreme. 

The Superior Market Building has Not Been Previously Designated as Googie 

We acknowledge that Alan Hess, who testified at the apparent request of the nominator, has written on 
two books on Googie architecture.  However, it is telling that Mr. Hess did not include the Superior 
Market building in his books.  If the Superior Market building was a true Googie masterpiece, 
wouldn’t it have been included in Mr. Hess’ detailed writings?  

Several Better Examples of Mid-Century Markets Exist in Los Angeles, are Comparable to 
Superior Market in Design, and are Not Designated as Historic-Cultural Monuments 

A quick informal survey reveals there are a number of Mid-Century Modern supermarkets intact in 
Los Angeles, including Vicente Foods, also designed by Ronald Cleveland’s architecture firm.  Each 
of these Mid-Century Markets exhibits many of the same features demonstrated in the Superior Market 
design, further evidencing the fact that the Superior Market is Mid-Century, and not Googie.   

In addition, this quick and informal survey includes a number of markets in Community Plan areas that 
do not yet have published SurveyLA results, contradicting the assertion in the Nomination Application 
that Superior is “one of the last remaining examples” of anything.  While we do not yet have a 
comprehensive survey of supermarket types in Los Angeles, the fact that a cursory survey can produce 
a number of examples demonstrates that there is little urgency to protect a last remaining property 
type. 

The character-defining features of these Mid-Century supermarkets, such as the use of glass curtain 
walls, creative rooflines, and a variety of materials, all reflect the more restrained style of Mid-Century 
Modern, rather than the flamboyant Googie style, and also reflect far better samples of this style of 
architecture for the purposes of the Cultural Heritage Ordinance.  These character-defining features 
also match the character-defining features that remain on the Superior Market building. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                       
known forms, but through the inherent, physiognomic characteristics of form.” Denise Scott Brown and Robert Venturi, 
Learning from Las Vegas: The Forgotten Symbolism of Architectural Form (Cambridge, Mass: MIT Press, 1977), 7. 



 
Vicente Foods, 12027 San Vicente Boulevard 

Designed by Ronald Cleveland in 1962, Vicente Foods, features a low-pitched front-gabled roof and a 
glass curtain wall interspersed with tile mosaic panels.  Described by the Los Angeles Conservancy as 
the archetype of Mid-Century Modern supermarkets, this supermarket takes the form of a suburban 
post-war Ranch house. 

    
Marina Safeway Imitations, 5610 York Boulevard (now El Super) and 17360 Sunset Boulevard 
(now Vons) 

There are a number of supermarkets that mimic the curved roofline of the iconic Marina Safeway 
designed by Wurster Bernardi & Edmonds in 1959, located at 15 Marina Blvd., San Francisco.  There 
are at least two extant examples in Los Angeles, one in Highland Park constructed in 19674, and 
another in Pacific Palisades constructed in 1968.  These supermarkets feature a wide expanse of glass 
curtain wall flanked by textured panels.  A swooping curved roofline extends along the entirety of the 
main elevation.  For a number of decades, this roofline was the Mid-Century Modern icon of Safeway. 

                                                           
4 This Highland Park Safeway was nominated as a Historic-Cultural Monument but the application was denied. 



 

Hughes (now Ralphs), 12842 Ventura Boulevard  

Hughes Market was designed by Lester Paley in 1972.5  This supermarket features a glass curtain wall 
that extends almost the entire length of the main elevation, and a prominent overhanging roof that 
connects seamlessly with the walls on the side elevations.  A low rock wall runs along the bottom of 
the glass curtain wall.  The prominent roofline unifies the look of this late Mid-Century Modern 
supermarket. 

 

Seafood City Supermarket, 8231 Woodman Avenue 

Constructed in 1960 and designed by an unknown architect, Seafood City Supermarket has a zigzag 
shaped awning extending out from the main elevation, supported by decorative steel posts that are each 
topped with globe lights.  This supermarket also features mosaic tile panels on both ends of the main 
elevation that mimic the color and shape of the awning.  The colorful palette and zigzag shapes reflect 
the more creative spectrum of Mid-Century Modern. 

                                                           
5 Although the Los Angeles Conservancy’s website lists the architect of this building as R. Leon Edgar, the SurveyLA 
Historic Resources Survey Report for the Sherman Oaks, Studio City, Toluca Lake, Cahuenga Pass Community Plan area 
lists the architect as Lester Paley. 



 

Alpha Beta (now Fresh and Easy), 15230 Vanowen Street  

Constructed in 1966, this market has a glass curtain wall underneath a low-pitched front-gable roof 
with wide eaves and a prominent bargeboard.  The shape and roofline of this Mid-Century Modern 
building reflects the post-war suburban Ranch houses found in the San Fernando Valley. 

 

Jons, 12122 Magnolia Boulevard 

Constructed in 1969 and designed by an unknown architect, this building has a very simple main 
elevation, with an asymmetrically placed glass curtain wall and arcade supported by simple square 
columns, offset to the right by a flat stone brick wall.  This Mid-Century Modern supermarket takes the 
idiom of the style down to its most simple form. 



 

Food Giant Market (formerly Big Lots), 1341 Vine Street 

Designed by Maxwell Starkman in 1962, this Food Giant Market takes a neo-formalist approach to 
Mid-Century Modern.  Slender concrete columns support the flat roof as well as form an arcade that 
wraps the entire building. 

In the context of these other supermarkets, Superior Market reflects the Mid-Century Modern style.  
Unique roof forms and glass curtain walls feature prominently in all of these supermarkets, revealing 
the possibilities of modern materials.  However, while these roof forms demonstrate a creative 
approach to expressing structure, they do not appear to defy gravity.  Other common elements include 
a variety of textured rock panels on the main elevations.  While the texture of these panels is purely 
decorative in nature, it is never applied in a manner that would be described as exaggerated or 
flamboyant.  These Mid-Century Modern supermarkets navigate the middle of the spectrum identified 
by Alice Friedman.  With their creative roof forms and multiple materials, they are not the pure “high-
art” Modern style that attempted elimination of all ornamentation, but they also do not contain the 
multiple structural systems and “gravity-defying” rooflines that represent the fantastical extremes of 
Googie.  Superior Market should be evaluated in the context of other Mid-Century Modern 
supermarkets that it closely resembles. 
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