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Dear Chairman Huizar and Councilmembers Blumenfield, Price, Harris-Dawson and Englander,

As a Rabbi and as a resident of Los Angeles, J know how challenging the rental market in Los Angeles is, 
for pretty much anybody living below the top percent of earners. This is an expensive city, and for 
families, the elderly, the disabled and other. Often just making rent is a significant stress every month. 
This has been severely compounded by the short-term rental industry, which has taken entire units off the 
market, and has made the pricing even more competitive. In the Jewish communities all over Los 
Angeles, it is a religious imperative that one try to live near your house of worship. In many cases that is 
now impossible.

In the Pico-Robertson, where I live and so many of my congregants live, it’s nearly impossible to find a 
two-bedroom apartment for under $3000.00. And there are entire units on the short-term market, at a rate 
that yields over $3500 per month for a studio. I am not against a individual making a fair living or business 
making a profit. But this is different, we have a unregulated market that you as stewards of this city you 
must do something NOW.

This is not a tough decision, all the key leaders and stakeholders in the city have come together and 
presented to you viable options that you can vote on today.

I urge you to move forward with a decision. And to make that decision the best decision for the residents 
of Los Angeles, not the short-term rental industry. You will hear voices claiming that AirBnB has saved 
their mortgage, but those loud voices cannot diminish the reality of property owners converting entire 
buildings into short-term rentals, making a killing and driving people out of communities they can no 
longer afford to rent in.

Setting the CAP at or below 90 days is essential, and regulating the type of property that can be used is 
also critical. Making sure that those renting space through AirBnB actually live in the space they are 
renting, at least for most of the year, will take away the incentive for property owners to rent entire units 
on the short-term. This will bring back the correct priorities to our housing stock. This will save people 
from eviction and homelessness.

I urge this Committee to make the best decision and to make it as soon as possible.

Most Sincerely,

f. ■—

Rabbi Israel Barouk, Da’at Torah, Los Angeles
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