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Please protect the RHNA process
1 message

From: Judy Saunders <judysaund@everyactionadvocacy.com>
To: cityclerk@lacity.org
At: Mon, Aug 24, 2020 at 7:03 PM

Dear City Clerk Holly L. Wolcott,

I am writing to express my serious concerns about proposed revisions to the Southern California Association of Governments’
(SCAG) Sustainable Communities Strategy (SCS) that would have a severe negative impact on the Regional Housing Needs
Assessment (RHNA) process.

In particular, I ask you to reject efforts to prevent a timely completion of the RHNA process, and urge you to oppose further
changes to Connect SoCal. Additional changes to Connect SoCal would slow down the already-delayed RHNA process, fuel
more sprawl development in exurbs, and perpetuate exclusionary housing policies in high-income cities near major urban
centers.  This delay to Connect SoCal has also delayed the finalization of jurisdictions’ RHNA targets.

Some organizations are still pushing for more changes to Connect SoCal that would result in the unraveling of the RHNA
process. Specifically, they have found fault with SCAG’s projections of future land use patterns within cities, which generally
assume denser housing development near transit and jobs. A departure from the SCAG-recommended methodology would
be ill-advised for two reasons: 

1: this would risk further delays to the finalization of the Connect SoCal plan, as well as to the RHNA process. Major revisions
to Connect SoCal at this late stage could take years to complete, not least because they could necessitate new environmental
impact analysis. This would further slow down the finalization of RHNA targets and create further confusion around an
already-delayed process that has lacked transparency. For local governments, it could lead to an untenable situation where
housing element updates are due before RHNA targets are finalized.

2: the proposed alternate land use projections in Connect SoCal assume a higher proportion of dispersed single-family
housing production within cities, relative to the SCAG-recommended within-city projections. This would lead to more
development of environmentally unsustainable sprawl, and continued housing scarcity and exclusionary zoning in high-
opportunity cities with strong job and transit access. 

This change would have serious consequences for Southern California’s future, including rising traffic, greenhouse gas
emissions, and acceleration of climate change. Housing costs near high-opportunity job centers will continue to rise, pricing
more and more of our neighbors out of these areas. Historically marginalized communities will continue to be excluded from
the region’s high-opportunity cities and neighborhoods, which perpetuates segregation and prevents equitable access to
public resources. 

Therefore, we respectfully ask that the Regional Council vote to approve the latest SCAG-recommended version of Connect
SoCal for the purposes of the SCS, and to instruct SCAG staff to begin the RHNA appeals process without delay.
Finally, we wish to address the likelihood that as cities update their housing elements over the coming year, they will introduce
zoning and other policy changes designed to achieve the Coastal Plan-based housing growth targets, which will cause cities’
actual populations and number of households to diverge from the Connect SoCal demographic and growth forecasts over
time. For this reason, we additionally request that the Regional Council instruct SCAG staff to begin the process of amending
the RTP/SCS to reflect the household and population growth patterns that are implied by the Coastal Plan RHNA
methodology. This will allow the RHNA process to proceed without further delay.

By approving the Coastal Plan in November 2019, you and your colleagues took a courageous vote in favor of a healthier,
more sustainable, and more equitable future for Southern Californians. We are counting on you to be courageous again today.

Personally sent by Judy Saunders using Abundant Housing LA's Advocacy Tool. Abundant Housing LA is a grassroots pro-
housing organization.

Sincerely,
Judy Saunders
3343 Bagley Ave  Los Angeles, CA 90034-2859
judysaund@gmail.com

mailto:judysaund@gmail.com
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Please protect the RHNA process
1 message

From: Tami Kagan-Abrams <tami@everyactionadvocacy.com>
To: cityclerk@lacity.org
At: Mon, Aug 24, 2020 at 4:53 PM

Dear City Clerk Holly L. Wolcott,

I am writing to express my serious concerns about proposed revisions to the Southern California Association of Governments’
(SCAG) Sustainable Communities Strategy (SCS) that would have a severe negative impact on the Regional Housing Needs
Assessment (RHNA) process.

In particular, I ask you to reject efforts to prevent a timely completion of the RHNA process, and urge you to oppose further
changes to Connect SoCal. Additional changes to Connect SoCal would slow down the already-delayed RHNA process, fuel
more sprawl development in exurbs, and perpetuate exclusionary housing policies in high-income cities near major urban
centers.  This delay to Connect SoCal has also delayed the finalization of jurisdictions’ RHNA targets.

Some organizations are still pushing for more changes to Connect SoCal that would result in the unraveling of the RHNA
process. Specifically, they have found fault with SCAG’s projections of future land use patterns within cities, which generally
assume denser housing development near transit and jobs. A departure from the SCAG-recommended methodology would
be ill-advised for two reasons: 

1: this would risk further delays to the finalization of the Connect SoCal plan, as well as to the RHNA process. Major revisions
to Connect SoCal at this late stage could take years to complete, not least because they could necessitate new environmental
impact analysis. This would further slow down the finalization of RHNA targets and create further confusion around an
already-delayed process that has lacked transparency. For local governments, it could lead to an untenable situation where
housing element updates are due before RHNA targets are finalized.

2: the proposed alternate land use projections in Connect SoCal assume a higher proportion of dispersed single-family
housing production within cities, relative to the SCAG-recommended within-city projections. This would lead to more
development of environmentally unsustainable sprawl, and continued housing scarcity and exclusionary zoning in high-
opportunity cities with strong job and transit access. 

This change would have serious consequences for Southern California’s future, including rising traffic, greenhouse gas
emissions, and acceleration of climate change. Housing costs near high-opportunity job centers will continue to rise, pricing
more and more of our neighbors out of these areas. Historically marginalized communities will continue to be excluded from
the region’s high-opportunity cities and neighborhoods, which perpetuates segregation and prevents equitable access to
public resources. 

Therefore, we respectfully ask that the Regional Council vote to approve the latest SCAG-recommended version of Connect
SoCal for the purposes of the SCS, and to instruct SCAG staff to begin the RHNA appeals process without delay.
Finally, we wish to address the likelihood that as cities update their housing elements over the coming year, they will introduce
zoning and other policy changes designed to achieve the Coastal Plan-based housing growth targets, which will cause cities’
actual populations and number of households to diverge from the Connect SoCal demographic and growth forecasts over
time. For this reason, we additionally request that the Regional Council instruct SCAG staff to begin the process of amending
the RTP/SCS to reflect the household and population growth patterns that are implied by the Coastal Plan RHNA
methodology. This will allow the RHNA process to proceed without further delay.

By approving the Coastal Plan in November 2019, you and your colleagues took a courageous vote in favor of a healthier,
more sustainable, and more equitable future for Southern Californians. We are counting on you to be courageous again today.

Personally sent by Tami Kagan-Abrams using Abundant Housing LA's Advocacy Tool. Abundant Housing LA is a grassroots
pro-housing organization.

Sincerely,
Tami Kagan-Abrams
2430 Hercules Dr  Los Angeles, CA 90046-1634
tami@abramsgroup.org

mailto:tami@abramsgroup.org
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Please protect the RHNA process
1 message

From: Andrew Silver <asilverins@everyactionadvocacy.com>
To: cityclerk@lacity.org
At: Mon, Aug 24, 2020 at 3:51 PM

Dear City Clerk Holly L. Wolcott,

I am writing to express my serious concerns about proposed revisions to the Southern California Association of Governments’
(SCAG) Sustainable Communities Strategy (SCS) that would have a severe negative impact on the Regional Housing Needs
Assessment (RHNA) process.

In particular, I ask you to reject efforts to prevent a timely completion of the RHNA process, and urge you to oppose further
changes to Connect SoCal. Additional changes to Connect SoCal would slow down the already-delayed RHNA process, fuel
more sprawl development in exurbs, and perpetuate exclusionary housing policies in high-income cities near major urban
centers.  This delay to Connect SoCal has also delayed the finalization of jurisdictions’ RHNA targets.

Some organizations are still pushing for more changes to Connect SoCal that would result in the unraveling of the RHNA
process. Specifically, they have found fault with SCAG’s projections of future land use patterns within cities, which generally
assume denser housing development near transit and jobs. A departure from the SCAG-recommended methodology would
be ill-advised for two reasons: 

1: this would risk further delays to the finalization of the Connect SoCal plan, as well as to the RHNA process. Major revisions
to Connect SoCal at this late stage could take years to complete, not least because they could necessitate new environmental
impact analysis. This would further slow down the finalization of RHNA targets and create further confusion around an
already-delayed process that has lacked transparency. For local governments, it could lead to an untenable situation where
housing element updates are due before RHNA targets are finalized.

2: the proposed alternate land use projections in Connect SoCal assume a higher proportion of dispersed single-family
housing production within cities, relative to the SCAG-recommended within-city projections. This would lead to more
development of environmentally unsustainable sprawl, and continued housing scarcity and exclusionary zoning in high-
opportunity cities with strong job and transit access. 

This change would have serious consequences for Southern California’s future, including rising traffic, greenhouse gas
emissions, and acceleration of climate change. Housing costs near high-opportunity job centers will continue to rise, pricing
more and more of our neighbors out of these areas. Historically marginalized communities will continue to be excluded from
the region’s high-opportunity cities and neighborhoods, which perpetuates segregation and prevents equitable access to
public resources. 

Therefore, we respectfully ask that the Regional Council vote to approve the latest SCAG-recommended version of Connect
SoCal for the purposes of the SCS, and to instruct SCAG staff to begin the RHNA appeals process without delay.
Finally, we wish to address the likelihood that as cities update their housing elements over the coming year, they will introduce
zoning and other policy changes designed to achieve the Coastal Plan-based housing growth targets, which will cause cities’
actual populations and number of households to diverge from the Connect SoCal demographic and growth forecasts over
time. For this reason, we additionally request that the Regional Council instruct SCAG staff to begin the process of amending
the RTP/SCS to reflect the household and population growth patterns that are implied by the Coastal Plan RHNA
methodology. This will allow the RHNA process to proceed without further delay.

By approving the Coastal Plan in November 2019, you and your colleagues took a courageous vote in favor of a healthier,
more sustainable, and more equitable future for Southern Californians. We are counting on you to be courageous again today.

Personally sent by Andrew Silver using Abundant Housing LA's Advocacy Tool. Abundant Housing LA is a grassroots pro-
housing organization.

Sincerely,
Andrew Silver
4328 Bellingham Ave  Studio City, CA 91604-1605
asilverins@gmail.com

mailto:asilverins@gmail.com
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Please protect the RHNA process
1 message

From: Brad Foley <brfoley76@everyactionadvocacy.com>
To: cityclerk@lacity.org
At: Mon, Aug 24, 2020 at 3:38 PM

Dear City Clerk Holly L. Wolcott,

I am writing to express my serious concerns about proposed revisions to the Southern California Association of Governments’
(SCAG) Sustainable Communities Strategy (SCS) that would have a severe negative impact on the Regional Housing Needs
Assessment (RHNA) process.

In particular, I ask you to reject efforts to prevent a timely completion of the RHNA process, and urge you to oppose further
changes to Connect SoCal. Additional changes to Connect SoCal would slow down the already-delayed RHNA process, fuel
more sprawl development in exurbs, and perpetuate exclusionary housing policies in high-income cities near major urban
centers.  This delay to Connect SoCal has also delayed the finalization of jurisdictions’ RHNA targets.

Some organizations are still pushing for more changes to Connect SoCal that would result in the unraveling of the RHNA
process. Specifically, they have found fault with SCAG’s projections of future land use patterns within cities, which generally
assume denser housing development near transit and jobs. A departure from the SCAG-recommended methodology would
be ill-advised for two reasons: 

1: this would risk further delays to the finalization of the Connect SoCal plan, as well as to the RHNA process. Major revisions
to Connect SoCal at this late stage could take years to complete, not least because they could necessitate new environmental
impact analysis. This would further slow down the finalization of RHNA targets and create further confusion around an
already-delayed process that has lacked transparency. For local governments, it could lead to an untenable situation where
housing element updates are due before RHNA targets are finalized.

2: the proposed alternate land use projections in Connect SoCal assume a higher proportion of dispersed single-family
housing production within cities, relative to the SCAG-recommended within-city projections. This would lead to more
development of environmentally unsustainable sprawl, and continued housing scarcity and exclusionary zoning in high-
opportunity cities with strong job and transit access. 

This change would have serious consequences for Southern California’s future, including rising traffic, greenhouse gas
emissions, and acceleration of climate change. Housing costs near high-opportunity job centers will continue to rise, pricing
more and more of our neighbors out of these areas. Historically marginalized communities will continue to be excluded from
the region’s high-opportunity cities and neighborhoods, which perpetuates segregation and prevents equitable access to
public resources. 

Therefore, we respectfully ask that the Regional Council vote to approve the latest SCAG-recommended version of Connect
SoCal for the purposes of the SCS, and to instruct SCAG staff to begin the RHNA appeals process without delay.
Finally, we wish to address the likelihood that as cities update their housing elements over the coming year, they will introduce
zoning and other policy changes designed to achieve the Coastal Plan-based housing growth targets, which will cause cities’
actual populations and number of households to diverge from the Connect SoCal demographic and growth forecasts over
time. For this reason, we additionally request that the Regional Council instruct SCAG staff to begin the process of amending
the RTP/SCS to reflect the household and population growth patterns that are implied by the Coastal Plan RHNA
methodology. This will allow the RHNA process to proceed without further delay.

By approving the Coastal Plan in November 2019, you and your colleagues took a courageous vote in favor of a healthier,
more sustainable, and more equitable future for Southern Californians. We are counting on you to be courageous again today.

Personally sent by Brad Foley using Abundant Housing LA's Advocacy Tool. Abundant Housing LA is a grassroots pro-
housing organization.

Sincerely,
Brad Foley
2702 S Normandie Ave  Los Angeles, CA 90007-2114
brfoley76@gmail.com

mailto:brfoley76@gmail.com
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Please protect the RHNA process
1 message

From: Emily Skehan <emske88@everyactionadvocacy.com>
To: cityclerk@lacity.org
At: Mon, Aug 24, 2020 at 3:27 PM

Dear City Clerk Holly L. Wolcott,

I am writing to express my serious concerns about proposed revisions to the Southern California Association of Governments’
(SCAG) Sustainable Communities Strategy (SCS) that would have a severe negative impact on the Regional Housing Needs
Assessment (RHNA) process.

In particular, I ask you to reject efforts to prevent a timely completion of the RHNA process, and urge you to oppose further
changes to Connect SoCal. Additional changes to Connect SoCal would slow down the already-delayed RHNA process, fuel
more sprawl development in exurbs, and perpetuate exclusionary housing policies in high-income cities near major urban
centers.  This delay to Connect SoCal has also delayed the finalization of jurisdictions’ RHNA targets.

Some organizations are still pushing for more changes to Connect SoCal that would result in the unraveling of the RHNA
process. Specifically, they have found fault with SCAG’s projections of future land use patterns within cities, which generally
assume denser housing development near transit and jobs. A departure from the SCAG-recommended methodology would
be ill-advised for two reasons: 

1: this would risk further delays to the finalization of the Connect SoCal plan, as well as to the RHNA process. Major revisions
to Connect SoCal at this late stage could take years to complete, not least because they could necessitate new environmental
impact analysis. This would further slow down the finalization of RHNA targets and create further confusion around an
already-delayed process that has lacked transparency. For local governments, it could lead to an untenable situation where
housing element updates are due before RHNA targets are finalized.

2: the proposed alternate land use projections in Connect SoCal assume a higher proportion of dispersed single-family
housing production within cities, relative to the SCAG-recommended within-city projections. This would lead to more
development of environmentally unsustainable sprawl, and continued housing scarcity and exclusionary zoning in high-
opportunity cities with strong job and transit access. 

This change would have serious consequences for Southern California’s future, including rising traffic, greenhouse gas
emissions, and acceleration of climate change. Housing costs near high-opportunity job centers will continue to rise, pricing
more and more of our neighbors out of these areas. Historically marginalized communities will continue to be excluded from
the region’s high-opportunity cities and neighborhoods, which perpetuates segregation and prevents equitable access to
public resources. 

Therefore, we respectfully ask that the Regional Council vote to approve the latest SCAG-recommended version of Connect
SoCal for the purposes of the SCS, and to instruct SCAG staff to begin the RHNA appeals process without delay.
Finally, we wish to address the likelihood that as cities update their housing elements over the coming year, they will introduce
zoning and other policy changes designed to achieve the Coastal Plan-based housing growth targets, which will cause cities’
actual populations and number of households to diverge from the Connect SoCal demographic and growth forecasts over
time. For this reason, we additionally request that the Regional Council instruct SCAG staff to begin the process of amending
the RTP/SCS to reflect the household and population growth patterns that are implied by the Coastal Plan RHNA
methodology. This will allow the RHNA process to proceed without further delay.

By approving the Coastal Plan in November 2019, you and your colleagues took a courageous vote in favor of a healthier,
more sustainable, and more equitable future for Southern Californians. We are counting on you to be courageous again today.

Personally sent by Emily Skehan using Abundant Housing LA's Advocacy Tool. Abundant Housing LA is a grassroots pro-
housing organization.

Sincerely,
Emily Skehan
14537 Addison St  Sherman Oaks, CA 91403-1708
emske88@gmail.com

mailto:emske88@gmail.com
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Please protect the RHNA process
1 message

From: Lauren Borchard <laurenborchard@everyactionadvocacy.com>
To: cityclerk@lacity.org
At: Mon, Aug 24, 2020 at 3:25 PM

Dear City Clerk Holly L. Wolcott,

I am writing to express my serious concerns about proposed revisions to the Southern California Association of Governments’
(SCAG) Sustainable Communities Strategy (SCS) that would have a severe negative impact on the Regional Housing Needs
Assessment (RHNA) process.

In particular, I ask you to reject efforts to prevent a timely completion of the RHNA process, and urge you to oppose further
changes to Connect SoCal. Additional changes to Connect SoCal would slow down the already-delayed RHNA process, fuel
more sprawl development in exurbs, and perpetuate exclusionary housing policies in high-income cities near major urban
centers.  This delay to Connect SoCal has also delayed the finalization of jurisdictions’ RHNA targets.

Some organizations are still pushing for more changes to Connect SoCal that would result in the unraveling of the RHNA
process. Specifically, they have found fault with SCAG’s projections of future land use patterns within cities, which generally
assume denser housing development near transit and jobs. A departure from the SCAG-recommended methodology would
be ill-advised for two reasons: 

1: this would risk further delays to the finalization of the Connect SoCal plan, as well as to the RHNA process. Major revisions
to Connect SoCal at this late stage could take years to complete, not least because they could necessitate new environmental
impact analysis. This would further slow down the finalization of RHNA targets and create further confusion around an
already-delayed process that has lacked transparency. For local governments, it could lead to an untenable situation where
housing element updates are due before RHNA targets are finalized.

2: the proposed alternate land use projections in Connect SoCal assume a higher proportion of dispersed single-family
housing production within cities, relative to the SCAG-recommended within-city projections. This would lead to more
development of environmentally unsustainable sprawl, and continued housing scarcity and exclusionary zoning in high-
opportunity cities with strong job and transit access. 

This change would have serious consequences for Southern California’s future, including rising traffic, greenhouse gas
emissions, and acceleration of climate change. Housing costs near high-opportunity job centers will continue to rise, pricing
more and more of our neighbors out of these areas. Historically marginalized communities will continue to be excluded from
the region’s high-opportunity cities and neighborhoods, which perpetuates segregation and prevents equitable access to
public resources. 

Therefore, we respectfully ask that the Regional Council vote to approve the latest SCAG-recommended version of Connect
SoCal for the purposes of the SCS, and to instruct SCAG staff to begin the RHNA appeals process without delay.
Finally, we wish to address the likelihood that as cities update their housing elements over the coming year, they will introduce
zoning and other policy changes designed to achieve the Coastal Plan-based housing growth targets, which will cause cities’
actual populations and number of households to diverge from the Connect SoCal demographic and growth forecasts over
time. For this reason, we additionally request that the Regional Council instruct SCAG staff to begin the process of amending
the RTP/SCS to reflect the household and population growth patterns that are implied by the Coastal Plan RHNA
methodology. This will allow the RHNA process to proceed without further delay.

By approving the Coastal Plan in November 2019, you and your colleagues took a courageous vote in favor of a healthier,
more sustainable, and more equitable future for Southern Californians. We are counting on you to be courageous again today.

Personally sent by Lauren Borchard using Abundant Housing LA's Advocacy Tool. Abundant Housing LA is a grassroots pro-
housing organization.

Sincerely,
Lauren Borchard
535 1/2 N Orange Dr  Los Angeles, CA 90036-2066
laurenborchard@gmail.com

mailto:laurenborchard@gmail.com
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Please protect the RHNA process
1 message

From: Brent Gaisford <brentgaisford@everyactionadvocacy.com>
To: cityclerk@lacity.org
At: Mon, Aug 24, 2020 at 3:11 PM

Dear City Clerk Holly L. Wolcott,

I am writing to express my serious concerns about proposed revisions to the Southern California Association of Governments’
(SCAG) Sustainable Communities Strategy (SCS) that would have a severe negative impact on the Regional Housing Needs
Assessment (RHNA) process.

In particular, I ask you to reject efforts to prevent a timely completion of the RHNA process, and urge you to oppose further
changes to Connect SoCal. Additional changes to Connect SoCal would slow down the already-delayed RHNA process, fuel
more sprawl development in exurbs, and perpetuate exclusionary housing policies in high-income cities near major urban
centers.  This delay to Connect SoCal has also delayed the finalization of jurisdictions’ RHNA targets.

Some organizations are still pushing for more changes to Connect SoCal that would result in the unraveling of the RHNA
process. Specifically, they have found fault with SCAG’s projections of future land use patterns within cities, which generally
assume denser housing development near transit and jobs. A departure from the SCAG-recommended methodology would
be ill-advised for two reasons: 

1: this would risk further delays to the finalization of the Connect SoCal plan, as well as to the RHNA process. Major revisions
to Connect SoCal at this late stage could take years to complete, not least because they could necessitate new environmental
impact analysis. This would further slow down the finalization of RHNA targets and create further confusion around an
already-delayed process that has lacked transparency. For local governments, it could lead to an untenable situation where
housing element updates are due before RHNA targets are finalized.

2: the proposed alternate land use projections in Connect SoCal assume a higher proportion of dispersed single-family
housing production within cities, relative to the SCAG-recommended within-city projections. This would lead to more
development of environmentally unsustainable sprawl, and continued housing scarcity and exclusionary zoning in high-
opportunity cities with strong job and transit access. 

This change would have serious consequences for Southern California’s future, including rising traffic, greenhouse gas
emissions, and acceleration of climate change. Housing costs near high-opportunity job centers will continue to rise, pricing
more and more of our neighbors out of these areas. Historically marginalized communities will continue to be excluded from
the region’s high-opportunity cities and neighborhoods, which perpetuates segregation and prevents equitable access to
public resources. 

Therefore, we respectfully ask that the Regional Council vote to approve the latest SCAG-recommended version of Connect
SoCal for the purposes of the SCS, and to instruct SCAG staff to begin the RHNA appeals process without delay.
Finally, we wish to address the likelihood that as cities update their housing elements over the coming year, they will introduce
zoning and other policy changes designed to achieve the Coastal Plan-based housing growth targets, which will cause cities’
actual populations and number of households to diverge from the Connect SoCal demographic and growth forecasts over
time. For this reason, we additionally request that the Regional Council instruct SCAG staff to begin the process of amending
the RTP/SCS to reflect the household and population growth patterns that are implied by the Coastal Plan RHNA
methodology. This will allow the RHNA process to proceed without further delay.

By approving the Coastal Plan in November 2019, you and your colleagues took a courageous vote in favor of a healthier,
more sustainable, and more equitable future for Southern Californians. We are counting on you to be courageous again today.

Personally sent by Brent Gaisford using Abundant Housing LA's Advocacy Tool. Abundant Housing LA is a grassroots pro-
housing organization.

Sincerely,
Brent Gaisford
4447 Lockwood Ave  Los Angeles, CA 90029-2706
brentgaisford@gmail.com

mailto:brentgaisford@gmail.com
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Please protect the RHNA process
1 message

From: Marcos Rodriguez MacIel <marcosrm14@everyactionadvocacy.com>
To: cityclerk@lacity.org
At: Mon, Aug 24, 2020 at 3:07 PM

Dear City Clerk Holly L. Wolcott,

I am writing to express my serious concerns about proposed revisions to the Southern California Association of Governments’
(SCAG) Sustainable Communities Strategy (SCS) that would have a severe negative impact on the Regional Housing Needs
Assessment (RHNA) process.

In particular, I ask you to reject efforts to prevent a timely completion of the RHNA process, and urge you to oppose further
changes to Connect SoCal. Additional changes to Connect SoCal would slow down the already-delayed RHNA process, fuel
more sprawl development in exurbs, and perpetuate exclusionary housing policies in high-income cities near major urban
centers.  This delay to Connect SoCal has also delayed the finalization of jurisdictions’ RHNA targets.

Some organizations are still pushing for more changes to Connect SoCal that would result in the unraveling of the RHNA
process. Specifically, they have found fault with SCAG’s projections of future land use patterns within cities, which generally
assume denser housing development near transit and jobs. A departure from the SCAG-recommended methodology would
be ill-advised for two reasons: 

1: this would risk further delays to the finalization of the Connect SoCal plan, as well as to the RHNA process. Major revisions
to Connect SoCal at this late stage could take years to complete, not least because they could necessitate new environmental
impact analysis. This would further slow down the finalization of RHNA targets and create further confusion around an
already-delayed process that has lacked transparency. For local governments, it could lead to an untenable situation where
housing element updates are due before RHNA targets are finalized.

2: the proposed alternate land use projections in Connect SoCal assume a higher proportion of dispersed single-family
housing production within cities, relative to the SCAG-recommended within-city projections. This would lead to more
development of environmentally unsustainable sprawl, and continued housing scarcity and exclusionary zoning in high-
opportunity cities with strong job and transit access. 

This change would have serious consequences for Southern California’s future, including rising traffic, greenhouse gas
emissions, and acceleration of climate change. Housing costs near high-opportunity job centers will continue to rise, pricing
more and more of our neighbors out of these areas. Historically marginalized communities will continue to be excluded from
the region’s high-opportunity cities and neighborhoods, which perpetuates segregation and prevents equitable access to
public resources. 

Therefore, we respectfully ask that the Regional Council vote to approve the latest SCAG-recommended version of Connect
SoCal for the purposes of the SCS, and to instruct SCAG staff to begin the RHNA appeals process without delay.
Finally, we wish to address the likelihood that as cities update their housing elements over the coming year, they will introduce
zoning and other policy changes designed to achieve the Coastal Plan-based housing growth targets, which will cause cities’
actual populations and number of households to diverge from the Connect SoCal demographic and growth forecasts over
time. For this reason, we additionally request that the Regional Council instruct SCAG staff to begin the process of amending
the RTP/SCS to reflect the household and population growth patterns that are implied by the Coastal Plan RHNA
methodology. This will allow the RHNA process to proceed without further delay.

By approving the Coastal Plan in November 2019, you and your colleagues took a courageous vote in favor of a healthier,
more sustainable, and more equitable future for Southern Californians. We are counting on you to be courageous again today.

Personally sent by Marcos Rodriguez MacIel using Abundant Housing LA's Advocacy Tool. Abundant Housing LA is a
grassroots pro-housing organization.

Sincerely,
Marcos Rodriguez MacIel
7560 Hollywood Blvd Apt 301 Los Angeles, CA 90046-2851
marcosrm14@yahoo.com

mailto:marcosrm14@yahoo.com
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Please protect the RHNA process
1 message

From: David Kitani <dkitani@everyactionadvocacy.com>
To: cityclerk@lacity.org
At: Mon, Aug 24, 2020 at 2:52 PM

Dear City Clerk Holly L. Wolcott,

I am writing to express my serious concerns about proposed revisions to the Southern California Association of Governments’
(SCAG) Sustainable Communities Strategy (SCS) that would have a severe negative impact on the Regional Housing Needs
Assessment (RHNA) process.

In particular, I ask you to reject efforts to prevent a timely completion of the RHNA process, and urge you to oppose further
changes to Connect SoCal. Additional changes to Connect SoCal would slow down the already-delayed RHNA process, fuel
more sprawl development in exurbs, and perpetuate exclusionary housing policies in high-income cities near major urban
centers.  This delay to Connect SoCal has also delayed the finalization of jurisdictions’ RHNA targets.

Some organizations are still pushing for more changes to Connect SoCal that would result in the unraveling of the RHNA
process. Specifically, they have found fault with SCAG’s projections of future land use patterns within cities, which generally
assume denser housing development near transit and jobs. A departure from the SCAG-recommended methodology would
be ill-advised for two reasons: 

1: this would risk further delays to the finalization of the Connect SoCal plan, as well as to the RHNA process. Major revisions
to Connect SoCal at this late stage could take years to complete, not least because they could necessitate new environmental
impact analysis. This would further slow down the finalization of RHNA targets and create further confusion around an
already-delayed process that has lacked transparency. For local governments, it could lead to an untenable situation where
housing element updates are due before RHNA targets are finalized.

2: the proposed alternate land use projections in Connect SoCal assume a higher proportion of dispersed single-family
housing production within cities, relative to the SCAG-recommended within-city projections. This would lead to more
development of environmentally unsustainable sprawl, and continued housing scarcity and exclusionary zoning in high-
opportunity cities with strong job and transit access. 

This change would have serious consequences for Southern California’s future, including rising traffic, greenhouse gas
emissions, and acceleration of climate change. Housing costs near high-opportunity job centers will continue to rise, pricing
more and more of our neighbors out of these areas. Historically marginalized communities will continue to be excluded from
the region’s high-opportunity cities and neighborhoods, which perpetuates segregation and prevents equitable access to
public resources. 

Therefore, we respectfully ask that the Regional Council vote to approve the latest SCAG-recommended version of Connect
SoCal for the purposes of the SCS, and to instruct SCAG staff to begin the RHNA appeals process without delay.
Finally, we wish to address the likelihood that as cities update their housing elements over the coming year, they will introduce
zoning and other policy changes designed to achieve the Coastal Plan-based housing growth targets, which will cause cities’
actual populations and number of households to diverge from the Connect SoCal demographic and growth forecasts over
time. For this reason, we additionally request that the Regional Council instruct SCAG staff to begin the process of amending
the RTP/SCS to reflect the household and population growth patterns that are implied by the Coastal Plan RHNA
methodology. This will allow the RHNA process to proceed without further delay.

By approving the Coastal Plan in November 2019, you and your colleagues took a courageous vote in favor of a healthier,
more sustainable, and more equitable future for Southern Californians. We are counting on you to be courageous again today.

Personally sent by David Kitani using Abundant Housing LA's Advocacy Tool. Abundant Housing LA is a grassroots pro-
housing organization.

Sincerely,
David Kitani
2724 Cincinnati St  Los Angeles, CA 90033-3116
dkitani@gmail.com

mailto:dkitani@gmail.com
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Please protect the RHNA process
1 message

From: Gabrielle Seiwert <gseiwert@everyactionadvocacy.com>
To: cityclerk@lacity.org
At: Mon, Aug 24, 2020 at 2:46 PM

Dear City Clerk Holly L. Wolcott,

I am writing to express my serious concerns about proposed revisions to the Southern California Association of Governments’
(SCAG) Sustainable Communities Strategy (SCS) that would have a severe negative impact on the Regional Housing Needs
Assessment (RHNA) process.

In particular, I ask you to reject efforts to prevent a timely completion of the RHNA process, and urge you to oppose further
changes to Connect SoCal. Additional changes to Connect SoCal would slow down the already-delayed RHNA process, fuel
more sprawl development in exurbs, and perpetuate exclusionary housing policies in high-income cities near major urban
centers.  This delay to Connect SoCal has also delayed the finalization of jurisdictions’ RHNA targets.

Some organizations are still pushing for more changes to Connect SoCal that would result in the unraveling of the RHNA
process. Specifically, they have found fault with SCAG’s projections of future land use patterns within cities, which generally
assume denser housing development near transit and jobs. A departure from the SCAG-recommended methodology would
be ill-advised for two reasons: 

1: this would risk further delays to the finalization of the Connect SoCal plan, as well as to the RHNA process. Major revisions
to Connect SoCal at this late stage could take years to complete, not least because they could necessitate new environmental
impact analysis. This would further slow down the finalization of RHNA targets and create further confusion around an
already-delayed process that has lacked transparency. For local governments, it could lead to an untenable situation where
housing element updates are due before RHNA targets are finalized.

2: the proposed alternate land use projections in Connect SoCal assume a higher proportion of dispersed single-family
housing production within cities, relative to the SCAG-recommended within-city projections. This would lead to more
development of environmentally unsustainable sprawl, and continued housing scarcity and exclusionary zoning in high-
opportunity cities with strong job and transit access. 

This change would have serious consequences for Southern California’s future, including rising traffic, greenhouse gas
emissions, and acceleration of climate change. Housing costs near high-opportunity job centers will continue to rise, pricing
more and more of our neighbors out of these areas. Historically marginalized communities will continue to be excluded from
the region’s high-opportunity cities and neighborhoods, which perpetuates segregation and prevents equitable access to
public resources. 

Therefore, we respectfully ask that the Regional Council vote to approve the latest SCAG-recommended version of Connect
SoCal for the purposes of the SCS, and to instruct SCAG staff to begin the RHNA appeals process without delay.
Finally, we wish to address the likelihood that as cities update their housing elements over the coming year, they will introduce
zoning and other policy changes designed to achieve the Coastal Plan-based housing growth targets, which will cause cities’
actual populations and number of households to diverge from the Connect SoCal demographic and growth forecasts over
time. For this reason, we additionally request that the Regional Council instruct SCAG staff to begin the process of amending
the RTP/SCS to reflect the household and population growth patterns that are implied by the Coastal Plan RHNA
methodology. This will allow the RHNA process to proceed without further delay.

By approving the Coastal Plan in November 2019, you and your colleagues took a courageous vote in favor of a healthier,
more sustainable, and more equitable future for Southern Californians. We are counting on you to be courageous again today.

Personally sent by Gabrielle Seiwert using Abundant Housing LA's Advocacy Tool. Abundant Housing LA is a grassroots pro-
housing organization.

Sincerely,
Gabrielle Seiwert
3436 Madera Ave Apt 1 Los Angeles, CA 90039-1957
gseiwert@unitedparentsandstudents.org

mailto:gseiwert@unitedparentsandstudents.org
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Please protect the RHNA process
1 message

From: Caleb Balbera <c.balbera@everyactionadvocacy.com>
To: cityclerk@lacity.org
At: Mon, Aug 24, 2020 at 2:44 PM

Dear City Clerk Holly L. Wolcott,

I am writing to express my serious concerns about proposed revisions to the Southern California Association of Governments’
(SCAG) Sustainable Communities Strategy (SCS) that would have a severe negative impact on the Regional Housing Needs
Assessment (RHNA) process.

In particular, I ask you to reject efforts to prevent a timely completion of the RHNA process, and urge you to oppose further
changes to Connect SoCal. Additional changes to Connect SoCal would slow down the already-delayed RHNA process, fuel
more sprawl development in exurbs, and perpetuate exclusionary housing policies in high-income cities near major urban
centers.  This delay to Connect SoCal has also delayed the finalization of jurisdictions’ RHNA targets.

Some organizations are still pushing for more changes to Connect SoCal that would result in the unraveling of the RHNA
process. Specifically, they have found fault with SCAG’s projections of future land use patterns within cities, which generally
assume denser housing development near transit and jobs. A departure from the SCAG-recommended methodology would
be ill-advised for two reasons: 

1: this would risk further delays to the finalization of the Connect SoCal plan, as well as to the RHNA process. Major revisions
to Connect SoCal at this late stage could take years to complete, not least because they could necessitate new environmental
impact analysis. This would further slow down the finalization of RHNA targets and create further confusion around an
already-delayed process that has lacked transparency. For local governments, it could lead to an untenable situation where
housing element updates are due before RHNA targets are finalized.

2: the proposed alternate land use projections in Connect SoCal assume a higher proportion of dispersed single-family
housing production within cities, relative to the SCAG-recommended within-city projections. This would lead to more
development of environmentally unsustainable sprawl, and continued housing scarcity and exclusionary zoning in high-
opportunity cities with strong job and transit access. 

This change would have serious consequences for Southern California’s future, including rising traffic, greenhouse gas
emissions, and acceleration of climate change. Housing costs near high-opportunity job centers will continue to rise, pricing
more and more of our neighbors out of these areas. Historically marginalized communities will continue to be excluded from
the region’s high-opportunity cities and neighborhoods, which perpetuates segregation and prevents equitable access to
public resources. 

Therefore, we respectfully ask that the Regional Council vote to approve the latest SCAG-recommended version of Connect
SoCal for the purposes of the SCS, and to instruct SCAG staff to begin the RHNA appeals process without delay.
Finally, we wish to address the likelihood that as cities update their housing elements over the coming year, they will introduce
zoning and other policy changes designed to achieve the Coastal Plan-based housing growth targets, which will cause cities’
actual populations and number of households to diverge from the Connect SoCal demographic and growth forecasts over
time. For this reason, we additionally request that the Regional Council instruct SCAG staff to begin the process of amending
the RTP/SCS to reflect the household and population growth patterns that are implied by the Coastal Plan RHNA
methodology. This will allow the RHNA process to proceed without further delay.

By approving the Coastal Plan in November 2019, you and your colleagues took a courageous vote in favor of a healthier,
more sustainable, and more equitable future for Southern Californians. We are counting on you to be courageous again today.

Personally sent by Caleb Balbera using Abundant Housing LA's Advocacy Tool. Abundant Housing LA is a grassroots pro-
housing organization.

Sincerely,
Caleb Balbera
8542 Alcott St  Los Angeles, CA 90035-3664
c.balbera@yahoo.com

mailto:c.balbera@yahoo.com
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Please protect the RHNA process
1 message

From: Matthew Luery <matthew.luery@everyactionadvocacy.com>
To: cityclerk@lacity.org
At: Mon, Aug 24, 2020 at 2:39 PM

Dear City Clerk Holly L. Wolcott,

I am writing to express my serious concerns about proposed revisions to the Southern California Association of Governments’
(SCAG) Sustainable Communities Strategy (SCS) that would have a severe negative impact on the Regional Housing Needs
Assessment (RHNA) process.

In particular, I ask you to reject efforts to prevent a timely completion of the RHNA process, and urge you to oppose further
changes to Connect SoCal. Additional changes to Connect SoCal would slow down the already-delayed RHNA process, fuel
more sprawl development in exurbs, and perpetuate exclusionary housing policies in high-income cities near major urban
centers.  This delay to Connect SoCal has also delayed the finalization of jurisdictions’ RHNA targets.

Some organizations are still pushing for more changes to Connect SoCal that would result in the unraveling of the RHNA
process. Specifically, they have found fault with SCAG’s projections of future land use patterns within cities, which generally
assume denser housing development near transit and jobs. A departure from the SCAG-recommended methodology would
be ill-advised for two reasons: 

1: this would risk further delays to the finalization of the Connect SoCal plan, as well as to the RHNA process. Major revisions
to Connect SoCal at this late stage could take years to complete, not least because they could necessitate new environmental
impact analysis. This would further slow down the finalization of RHNA targets and create further confusion around an
already-delayed process that has lacked transparency. For local governments, it could lead to an untenable situation where
housing element updates are due before RHNA targets are finalized.

2: the proposed alternate land use projections in Connect SoCal assume a higher proportion of dispersed single-family
housing production within cities, relative to the SCAG-recommended within-city projections. This would lead to more
development of environmentally unsustainable sprawl, and continued housing scarcity and exclusionary zoning in high-
opportunity cities with strong job and transit access. 

This change would have serious consequences for Southern California’s future, including rising traffic, greenhouse gas
emissions, and acceleration of climate change. Housing costs near high-opportunity job centers will continue to rise, pricing
more and more of our neighbors out of these areas. Historically marginalized communities will continue to be excluded from
the region’s high-opportunity cities and neighborhoods, which perpetuates segregation and prevents equitable access to
public resources. 

Therefore, we respectfully ask that the Regional Council vote to approve the latest SCAG-recommended version of Connect
SoCal for the purposes of the SCS, and to instruct SCAG staff to begin the RHNA appeals process without delay.
Finally, we wish to address the likelihood that as cities update their housing elements over the coming year, they will introduce
zoning and other policy changes designed to achieve the Coastal Plan-based housing growth targets, which will cause cities’
actual populations and number of households to diverge from the Connect SoCal demographic and growth forecasts over
time. For this reason, we additionally request that the Regional Council instruct SCAG staff to begin the process of amending
the RTP/SCS to reflect the household and population growth patterns that are implied by the Coastal Plan RHNA
methodology. This will allow the RHNA process to proceed without further delay.

By approving the Coastal Plan in November 2019, you and your colleagues took a courageous vote in favor of a healthier,
more sustainable, and more equitable future for Southern Californians. We are counting on you to be courageous again today.

Personally sent by Matthew Luery using Abundant Housing LA's Advocacy Tool. Abundant Housing LA is a grassroots pro-
housing organization.

Sincerely,
Matthew Luery
1840 N Kenmore Ave  Los Angeles, CA 90027-4063
matthew.luery@gmail.com

mailto:matthew.luery@gmail.com
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Please protect the RHNA process
1 message

From: Terry Luedecke <terryluedecke@everyactionadvocacy.com>
To: cityclerk@lacity.org
At: Mon, Aug 24, 2020 at 2:39 PM

Dear City Clerk Holly L. Wolcott,

I am writing to express my serious concerns about proposed revisions to the Southern California Association of Governments’
(SCAG) Sustainable Communities Strategy (SCS) that would have a severe negative impact on the Regional Housing Needs
Assessment (RHNA) process.

In particular, I ask you to reject efforts to prevent a timely completion of the RHNA process, and urge you to oppose further
changes to Connect SoCal. Additional changes to Connect SoCal would slow down the already-delayed RHNA process, fuel
more sprawl development in exurbs, and perpetuate exclusionary housing policies in high-income cities near major urban
centers.  This delay to Connect SoCal has also delayed the finalization of jurisdictions’ RHNA targets.

Some organizations are still pushing for more changes to Connect SoCal that would result in the unraveling of the RHNA
process. Specifically, they have found fault with SCAG’s projections of future land use patterns within cities, which generally
assume denser housing development near transit and jobs. A departure from the SCAG-recommended methodology would
be ill-advised for two reasons: 

1: this would risk further delays to the finalization of the Connect SoCal plan, as well as to the RHNA process. Major revisions
to Connect SoCal at this late stage could take years to complete, not least because they could necessitate new environmental
impact analysis. This would further slow down the finalization of RHNA targets and create further confusion around an
already-delayed process that has lacked transparency. For local governments, it could lead to an untenable situation where
housing element updates are due before RHNA targets are finalized.

2: the proposed alternate land use projections in Connect SoCal assume a higher proportion of dispersed single-family
housing production within cities, relative to the SCAG-recommended within-city projections. This would lead to more
development of environmentally unsustainable sprawl, and continued housing scarcity and exclusionary zoning in high-
opportunity cities with strong job and transit access. 

This change would have serious consequences for Southern California’s future, including rising traffic, greenhouse gas
emissions, and acceleration of climate change. Housing costs near high-opportunity job centers will continue to rise, pricing
more and more of our neighbors out of these areas. Historically marginalized communities will continue to be excluded from
the region’s high-opportunity cities and neighborhoods, which perpetuates segregation and prevents equitable access to
public resources. 

Therefore, we respectfully ask that the Regional Council vote to approve the latest SCAG-recommended version of Connect
SoCal for the purposes of the SCS, and to instruct SCAG staff to begin the RHNA appeals process without delay.
Finally, we wish to address the likelihood that as cities update their housing elements over the coming year, they will introduce
zoning and other policy changes designed to achieve the Coastal Plan-based housing growth targets, which will cause cities’
actual populations and number of households to diverge from the Connect SoCal demographic and growth forecasts over
time. For this reason, we additionally request that the Regional Council instruct SCAG staff to begin the process of amending
the RTP/SCS to reflect the household and population growth patterns that are implied by the Coastal Plan RHNA
methodology. This will allow the RHNA process to proceed without further delay.

By approving the Coastal Plan in November 2019, you and your colleagues took a courageous vote in favor of a healthier,
more sustainable, and more equitable future for Southern Californians. We are counting on you to be courageous again today.

Personally sent by Terry Luedecke, using Abundant Housing LA's Advocacy Tool. Abundant Housing LA is a grassroots pro-
housing organization.

Sincerely,
Terry Luedecke
5427 Hermitage Ave  Valley Village, CA 91607-2015
terryluedecke@yahoo.com

mailto:terryluedecke@yahoo.com
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Please protect the RHNA process
1 message

From: Brooks Dunn <brooksdunn51@everyactionadvocacy.com>
To: cityclerk@lacity.org
At: Mon, Aug 24, 2020 at 2:36 PM

Dear City Clerk Holly L. Wolcott,

I am writing to express my serious concerns about proposed revisions to the Southern California Association of Governments’
(SCAG) Sustainable Communities Strategy (SCS) that would have a severe negative impact on the Regional Housing Needs
Assessment (RHNA) process.

In particular, I ask you to reject efforts to prevent a timely completion of the RHNA process, and urge you to oppose further
changes to Connect SoCal. Additional changes to Connect SoCal would slow down the already-delayed RHNA process, fuel
more sprawl development in exurbs, and perpetuate exclusionary housing policies in high-income cities near major urban
centers.  This delay to Connect SoCal has also delayed the finalization of jurisdictions’ RHNA targets.

Some organizations are still pushing for more changes to Connect SoCal that would result in the unraveling of the RHNA
process. Specifically, they have found fault with SCAG’s projections of future land use patterns within cities, which generally
assume denser housing development near transit and jobs. A departure from the SCAG-recommended methodology would
be ill-advised for two reasons: 

1: this would risk further delays to the finalization of the Connect SoCal plan, as well as to the RHNA process. Major revisions
to Connect SoCal at this late stage could take years to complete, not least because they could necessitate new environmental
impact analysis. This would further slow down the finalization of RHNA targets and create further confusion around an
already-delayed process that has lacked transparency. For local governments, it could lead to an untenable situation where
housing element updates are due before RHNA targets are finalized.

2: the proposed alternate land use projections in Connect SoCal assume a higher proportion of dispersed single-family
housing production within cities, relative to the SCAG-recommended within-city projections. This would lead to more
development of environmentally unsustainable sprawl, and continued housing scarcity and exclusionary zoning in high-
opportunity cities with strong job and transit access. 

This change would have serious consequences for Southern California’s future, including rising traffic, greenhouse gas
emissions, and acceleration of climate change. Housing costs near high-opportunity job centers will continue to rise, pricing
more and more of our neighbors out of these areas. Historically marginalized communities will continue to be excluded from
the region’s high-opportunity cities and neighborhoods, which perpetuates segregation and prevents equitable access to
public resources. 

Therefore, we respectfully ask that the Regional Council vote to approve the latest SCAG-recommended version of Connect
SoCal for the purposes of the SCS, and to instruct SCAG staff to begin the RHNA appeals process without delay.
Finally, we wish to address the likelihood that as cities update their housing elements over the coming year, they will introduce
zoning and other policy changes designed to achieve the Coastal Plan-based housing growth targets, which will cause cities’
actual populations and number of households to diverge from the Connect SoCal demographic and growth forecasts over
time. For this reason, we additionally request that the Regional Council instruct SCAG staff to begin the process of amending
the RTP/SCS to reflect the household and population growth patterns that are implied by the Coastal Plan RHNA
methodology. This will allow the RHNA process to proceed without further delay.

By approving the Coastal Plan in November 2019, you and your colleagues took a courageous vote in favor of a healthier,
more sustainable, and more equitable future for Southern Californians. We are counting on you to be courageous again today.

Personally sent by Brooks Dunn using Abundant Housing LA's Advocacy Tool. Abundant Housing LA is a grassroots pro-
housing organization.

Sincerely,
Brooks Dunn
2000 Alberta Ave Apt 10 Venice, CA 90291-4565
brooksdunn51@gmail.com

mailto:brooksdunn51@gmail.com
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Please protect the RHNA process
1 message

From: Ellen Riotto <ellenriotto@everyactionadvocacy.com>
To: cityclerk@lacity.org
At: Mon, Aug 24, 2020 at 2:33 PM

Dear City Clerk Holly L. Wolcott,

I am writing to express my serious concerns about proposed revisions to the Southern California Association of Governments’
(SCAG) Sustainable Communities Strategy (SCS) that would have a severe negative impact on the Regional Housing Needs
Assessment (RHNA) process.

In particular, I ask you to reject efforts to prevent a timely completion of the RHNA process, and urge you to oppose further
changes to Connect SoCal. Additional changes to Connect SoCal would slow down the already-delayed RHNA process, fuel
more sprawl development in exurbs, and perpetuate exclusionary housing policies in high-income cities near major urban
centers.  This delay to Connect SoCal has also delayed the finalization of jurisdictions’ RHNA targets.

Some organizations are still pushing for more changes to Connect SoCal that would result in the unraveling of the RHNA
process. Specifically, they have found fault with SCAG’s projections of future land use patterns within cities, which generally
assume denser housing development near transit and jobs. A departure from the SCAG-recommended methodology would
be ill-advised for two reasons: 

1: this would risk further delays to the finalization of the Connect SoCal plan, as well as to the RHNA process. Major revisions
to Connect SoCal at this late stage could take years to complete, not least because they could necessitate new environmental
impact analysis. This would further slow down the finalization of RHNA targets and create further confusion around an
already-delayed process that has lacked transparency. For local governments, it could lead to an untenable situation where
housing element updates are due before RHNA targets are finalized.

2: the proposed alternate land use projections in Connect SoCal assume a higher proportion of dispersed single-family
housing production within cities, relative to the SCAG-recommended within-city projections. This would lead to more
development of environmentally unsustainable sprawl, and continued housing scarcity and exclusionary zoning in high-
opportunity cities with strong job and transit access. 

This change would have serious consequences for Southern California’s future, including rising traffic, greenhouse gas
emissions, and acceleration of climate change. Housing costs near high-opportunity job centers will continue to rise, pricing
more and more of our neighbors out of these areas. Historically marginalized communities will continue to be excluded from
the region’s high-opportunity cities and neighborhoods, which perpetuates segregation and prevents equitable access to
public resources. 

Therefore, we respectfully ask that the Regional Council vote to approve the latest SCAG-recommended version of Connect
SoCal for the purposes of the SCS, and to instruct SCAG staff to begin the RHNA appeals process without delay.
Finally, we wish to address the likelihood that as cities update their housing elements over the coming year, they will introduce
zoning and other policy changes designed to achieve the Coastal Plan-based housing growth targets, which will cause cities’
actual populations and number of households to diverge from the Connect SoCal demographic and growth forecasts over
time. For this reason, we additionally request that the Regional Council instruct SCAG staff to begin the process of amending
the RTP/SCS to reflect the household and population growth patterns that are implied by the Coastal Plan RHNA
methodology. This will allow the RHNA process to proceed without further delay.

By approving the Coastal Plan in November 2019, you and your colleagues took a courageous vote in favor of a healthier,
more sustainable, and more equitable future for Southern Californians. We are counting on you to be courageous again today.

Personally sent by Ellen Riotto using Abundant Housing LA's Advocacy Tool. Abundant Housing LA is a grassroots pro-
housing organization.

Sincerely,
Ellen Riotto
1721 Rodney Dr  Los Angeles, CA 90027-4333
ellenriotto@gmail.com

mailto:ellenriotto@gmail.com
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Please protect the RHNA process
1 message

From: Jonathan Hersh <jonathanhersh@everyactionadvocacy.com>
To: cityclerk@lacity.org
At: Mon, Aug 24, 2020 at 2:31 PM

Dear City Clerk Holly L. Wolcott,

I am writing to express my serious concerns about proposed revisions to the Southern California Association of Governments’
(SCAG) Sustainable Communities Strategy (SCS) that would have a severe negative impact on the Regional Housing Needs
Assessment (RHNA) process.

In particular, I ask you to reject efforts to prevent a timely completion of the RHNA process, and urge you to oppose further
changes to Connect SoCal. Additional changes to Connect SoCal would slow down the already-delayed RHNA process, fuel
more sprawl development in exurbs, and perpetuate exclusionary housing policies in high-income cities near major urban
centers.  This delay to Connect SoCal has also delayed the finalization of jurisdictions’ RHNA targets.

Some organizations are still pushing for more changes to Connect SoCal that would result in the unraveling of the RHNA
process. Specifically, they have found fault with SCAG’s projections of future land use patterns within cities, which generally
assume denser housing development near transit and jobs. A departure from the SCAG-recommended methodology would
be ill-advised for two reasons: 

1: this would risk further delays to the finalization of the Connect SoCal plan, as well as to the RHNA process. Major revisions
to Connect SoCal at this late stage could take years to complete, not least because they could necessitate new environmental
impact analysis. This would further slow down the finalization of RHNA targets and create further confusion around an
already-delayed process that has lacked transparency. For local governments, it could lead to an untenable situation where
housing element updates are due before RHNA targets are finalized.

2: the proposed alternate land use projections in Connect SoCal assume a higher proportion of dispersed single-family
housing production within cities, relative to the SCAG-recommended within-city projections. This would lead to more
development of environmentally unsustainable sprawl, and continued housing scarcity and exclusionary zoning in high-
opportunity cities with strong job and transit access. 

This change would have serious consequences for Southern California’s future, including rising traffic, greenhouse gas
emissions, and acceleration of climate change. Housing costs near high-opportunity job centers will continue to rise, pricing
more and more of our neighbors out of these areas. Historically marginalized communities will continue to be excluded from
the region’s high-opportunity cities and neighborhoods, which perpetuates segregation and prevents equitable access to
public resources. 

Therefore, we respectfully ask that the Regional Council vote to approve the latest SCAG-recommended version of Connect
SoCal for the purposes of the SCS, and to instruct SCAG staff to begin the RHNA appeals process without delay.
Finally, we wish to address the likelihood that as cities update their housing elements over the coming year, they will introduce
zoning and other policy changes designed to achieve the Coastal Plan-based housing growth targets, which will cause cities’
actual populations and number of households to diverge from the Connect SoCal demographic and growth forecasts over
time. For this reason, we additionally request that the Regional Council instruct SCAG staff to begin the process of amending
the RTP/SCS to reflect the household and population growth patterns that are implied by the Coastal Plan RHNA
methodology. This will allow the RHNA process to proceed without further delay.

By approving the Coastal Plan in November 2019, you and your colleagues took a courageous vote in favor of a healthier,
more sustainable, and more equitable future for Southern Californians. We are counting on you to be courageous again today.

Personally sent by Jonathan Hersh using Abundant Housing LA's Advocacy Tool. Abundant Housing LA is a grassroots pro-
housing organization.

Sincerely,
Jonathan Hersh
629 Traction Ave Apt 505 Los Angeles, CA 90013-2507
jonathanhersh@gmail.com

mailto:jonathanhersh@gmail.com
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Please protect the RHNA process
1 message

From: Chase Engelhardt <cengelh1@everyactionadvocacy.com>
To: cityclerk@lacity.org
At: Mon, Aug 24, 2020 at 2:30 PM

Dear City Clerk Holly L. Wolcott,

I am writing to express my serious concerns about proposed revisions to the Southern California Association of Governments’
(SCAG) Sustainable Communities Strategy (SCS) that would have a severe negative impact on the Regional Housing Needs
Assessment (RHNA) process.

In particular, I ask you to reject efforts to prevent a timely completion of the RHNA process, and urge you to oppose further
changes to Connect SoCal. Additional changes to Connect SoCal would slow down the already-delayed RHNA process, fuel
more sprawl development in exurbs, and perpetuate exclusionary housing policies in high-income cities near major urban
centers.  This delay to Connect SoCal has also delayed the finalization of jurisdictions’ RHNA targets.

Some organizations are still pushing for more changes to Connect SoCal that would result in the unraveling of the RHNA
process. Specifically, they have found fault with SCAG’s projections of future land use patterns within cities, which generally
assume denser housing development near transit and jobs. A departure from the SCAG-recommended methodology would
be ill-advised for two reasons: 

1: this would risk further delays to the finalization of the Connect SoCal plan, as well as to the RHNA process. Major revisions
to Connect SoCal at this late stage could take years to complete, not least because they could necessitate new environmental
impact analysis. This would further slow down the finalization of RHNA targets and create further confusion around an
already-delayed process that has lacked transparency. For local governments, it could lead to an untenable situation where
housing element updates are due before RHNA targets are finalized.

2: the proposed alternate land use projections in Connect SoCal assume a higher proportion of dispersed single-family
housing production within cities, relative to the SCAG-recommended within-city projections. This would lead to more
development of environmentally unsustainable sprawl, and continued housing scarcity and exclusionary zoning in high-
opportunity cities with strong job and transit access. 

This change would have serious consequences for Southern California’s future, including rising traffic, greenhouse gas
emissions, and acceleration of climate change. Housing costs near high-opportunity job centers will continue to rise, pricing
more and more of our neighbors out of these areas. Historically marginalized communities will continue to be excluded from
the region’s high-opportunity cities and neighborhoods, which perpetuates segregation and prevents equitable access to
public resources. 

Therefore, we respectfully ask that the Regional Council vote to approve the latest SCAG-recommended version of Connect
SoCal for the purposes of the SCS, and to instruct SCAG staff to begin the RHNA appeals process without delay.
Finally, we wish to address the likelihood that as cities update their housing elements over the coming year, they will introduce
zoning and other policy changes designed to achieve the Coastal Plan-based housing growth targets, which will cause cities’
actual populations and number of households to diverge from the Connect SoCal demographic and growth forecasts over
time. For this reason, we additionally request that the Regional Council instruct SCAG staff to begin the process of amending
the RTP/SCS to reflect the household and population growth patterns that are implied by the Coastal Plan RHNA
methodology. This will allow the RHNA process to proceed without further delay.

By approving the Coastal Plan in November 2019, you and your colleagues took a courageous vote in favor of a healthier,
more sustainable, and more equitable future for Southern Californians. We are counting on you to be courageous again today.

Personally sent by Chase Engelhardt using Abundant Housing LA's Advocacy Tool. Abundant Housing LA is a grassroots pro-
housing organization.

Sincerely,
Chase Engelhardt
1635 Stoner Ave  Los Angeles, CA 90025-1863
cengelh1@gmail.com

mailto:cengelh1@gmail.com
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Please protect the RHNA process
1 message

From: Brian Trautman <dynamique@everyactionadvocacy.com>
To: cityclerk@lacity.org
At: Mon, Aug 24, 2020 at 2:29 PM

Dear City Clerk Holly L. Wolcott,

I am writing to express my serious concerns about proposed revisions to the Southern California Association of Governments’
(SCAG) Sustainable Communities Strategy (SCS) that would have a severe negative impact on the Regional Housing Needs
Assessment (RHNA) process.

In particular, I ask you to reject efforts to prevent a timely completion of the RHNA process, and urge you to oppose further
changes to Connect SoCal. Additional changes to Connect SoCal would slow down the already-delayed RHNA process, fuel
more sprawl development in exurbs, and perpetuate exclusionary housing policies in high-income cities near major urban
centers.  This delay to Connect SoCal has also delayed the finalization of jurisdictions’ RHNA targets.

Some organizations are still pushing for more changes to Connect SoCal that would result in the unraveling of the RHNA
process. Specifically, they have found fault with SCAG’s projections of future land use patterns within cities, which generally
assume denser housing development near transit and jobs. A departure from the SCAG-recommended methodology would
be ill-advised for two reasons: 

1: this would risk further delays to the finalization of the Connect SoCal plan, as well as to the RHNA process. Major revisions
to Connect SoCal at this late stage could take years to complete, not least because they could necessitate new environmental
impact analysis. This would further slow down the finalization of RHNA targets and create further confusion around an
already-delayed process that has lacked transparency. For local governments, it could lead to an untenable situation where
housing element updates are due before RHNA targets are finalized.

2: the proposed alternate land use projections in Connect SoCal assume a higher proportion of dispersed single-family
housing production within cities, relative to the SCAG-recommended within-city projections. This would lead to more
development of environmentally unsustainable sprawl, and continued housing scarcity and exclusionary zoning in high-
opportunity cities with strong job and transit access. 

This change would have serious consequences for Southern California’s future, including rising traffic, greenhouse gas
emissions, and acceleration of climate change. Housing costs near high-opportunity job centers will continue to rise, pricing
more and more of our neighbors out of these areas. Historically marginalized communities will continue to be excluded from
the region’s high-opportunity cities and neighborhoods, which perpetuates segregation and prevents equitable access to
public resources. 

Therefore, we respectfully ask that the Regional Council vote to approve the latest SCAG-recommended version of Connect
SoCal for the purposes of the SCS, and to instruct SCAG staff to begin the RHNA appeals process without delay.
Finally, we wish to address the likelihood that as cities update their housing elements over the coming year, they will introduce
zoning and other policy changes designed to achieve the Coastal Plan-based housing growth targets, which will cause cities’
actual populations and number of households to diverge from the Connect SoCal demographic and growth forecasts over
time. For this reason, we additionally request that the Regional Council instruct SCAG staff to begin the process of amending
the RTP/SCS to reflect the household and population growth patterns that are implied by the Coastal Plan RHNA
methodology. This will allow the RHNA process to proceed without further delay.

By approving the Coastal Plan in November 2019, you and your colleagues took a courageous vote in favor of a healthier,
more sustainable, and more equitable future for Southern Californians. We are counting on you to be courageous again today.

Personally sent by Brian Trautman using Abundant Housing LA's Advocacy Tool. Abundant Housing LA is a grassroots pro-
housing organization.

Sincerely,
Brian Trautman
6355 De Soto Ave Apt B130 Woodland Hills, CA 91367-2634
dynamique@gmail.com

mailto:dynamique@gmail.com
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Please protect the RHNA process
1 message

From: Eddie Isaacs <isaacs_e@everyactionadvocacy.com>
To: cityclerk@lacity.org
At: Mon, Aug 24, 2020 at 2:27 PM

Dear City Clerk Holly L. Wolcott,

I am writing to express my serious concerns about proposed revisions to the Southern California Association of Governments’
(SCAG) Sustainable Communities Strategy (SCS) that would have a severe negative impact on the Regional Housing Needs
Assessment (RHNA) process.

In particular, I ask you to reject efforts to prevent a timely completion of the RHNA process, and urge you to oppose further
changes to Connect SoCal. Additional changes to Connect SoCal would slow down the already-delayed RHNA process, fuel
more sprawl development in exurbs, and perpetuate exclusionary housing policies in high-income cities near major urban
centers.  This delay to Connect SoCal has also delayed the finalization of jurisdictions’ RHNA targets.

Some organizations are still pushing for more changes to Connect SoCal that would result in the unraveling of the RHNA
process. Specifically, they have found fault with SCAG’s projections of future land use patterns within cities, which generally
assume denser housing development near transit and jobs. A departure from the SCAG-recommended methodology would
be ill-advised for two reasons: 

1: this would risk further delays to the finalization of the Connect SoCal plan, as well as to the RHNA process. Major revisions
to Connect SoCal at this late stage could take years to complete, not least because they could necessitate new environmental
impact analysis. This would further slow down the finalization of RHNA targets and create further confusion around an
already-delayed process that has lacked transparency. For local governments, it could lead to an untenable situation where
housing element updates are due before RHNA targets are finalized.

2: the proposed alternate land use projections in Connect SoCal assume a higher proportion of dispersed single-family
housing production within cities, relative to the SCAG-recommended within-city projections. This would lead to more
development of environmentally unsustainable sprawl, and continued housing scarcity and exclusionary zoning in high-
opportunity cities with strong job and transit access. 

This change would have serious consequences for Southern California’s future, including rising traffic, greenhouse gas
emissions, and acceleration of climate change. Housing costs near high-opportunity job centers will continue to rise, pricing
more and more of our neighbors out of these areas. Historically marginalized communities will continue to be excluded from
the region’s high-opportunity cities and neighborhoods, which perpetuates segregation and prevents equitable access to
public resources. 

Therefore, we respectfully ask that the Regional Council vote to approve the latest SCAG-recommended version of Connect
SoCal for the purposes of the SCS, and to instruct SCAG staff to begin the RHNA appeals process without delay.
Finally, we wish to address the likelihood that as cities update their housing elements over the coming year, they will introduce
zoning and other policy changes designed to achieve the Coastal Plan-based housing growth targets, which will cause cities’
actual populations and number of households to diverge from the Connect SoCal demographic and growth forecasts over
time. For this reason, we additionally request that the Regional Council instruct SCAG staff to begin the process of amending
the RTP/SCS to reflect the household and population growth patterns that are implied by the Coastal Plan RHNA
methodology. This will allow the RHNA process to proceed without further delay.

By approving the Coastal Plan in November 2019, you and your colleagues took a courageous vote in favor of a healthier,
more sustainable, and more equitable future for Southern Californians. We are counting on you to be courageous again today.

Personally sent by Eddie Isaacs using Abundant Housing LA's Advocacy Tool. Abundant Housing LA is a grassroots pro-
housing organization.

Sincerely,
Eddie Isaacs
375 E 2nd St Apt 603 Los Angeles, CA 90012-4157
isaacs_e@yahoo.com

mailto:isaacs_e@yahoo.com
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Please protect the RHNA process
1 message

From: Will Wright <willrobwright@everyactionadvocacy.com>
To: cityclerk@lacity.org
At: Mon, Aug 24, 2020 at 2:27 PM

Dear City Clerk Holly L. Wolcott,

I am writing to express my serious concerns about proposed revisions to the Southern California Association of Governments’
(SCAG) Sustainable Communities Strategy (SCS) that would have a severe negative impact on the Regional Housing Needs
Assessment (RHNA) process.

In particular, I ask you to reject efforts to prevent a timely completion of the RHNA process, and urge you to oppose further
changes to Connect SoCal. Additional changes to Connect SoCal would slow down the already-delayed RHNA process, fuel
more sprawl development in exurbs, and perpetuate exclusionary housing policies in high-income cities near major urban
centers.  This delay to Connect SoCal has also delayed the finalization of jurisdictions’ RHNA targets.

Some organizations are still pushing for more changes to Connect SoCal that would result in the unraveling of the RHNA
process. Specifically, they have found fault with SCAG’s projections of future land use patterns within cities, which generally
assume denser housing development near transit and jobs. A departure from the SCAG-recommended methodology would
be ill-advised for two reasons: 

1: this would risk further delays to the finalization of the Connect SoCal plan, as well as to the RHNA process. Major revisions
to Connect SoCal at this late stage could take years to complete, not least because they could necessitate new environmental
impact analysis. This would further slow down the finalization of RHNA targets and create further confusion around an
already-delayed process that has lacked transparency. For local governments, it could lead to an untenable situation where
housing element updates are due before RHNA targets are finalized.

2: the proposed alternate land use projections in Connect SoCal assume a higher proportion of dispersed single-family
housing production within cities, relative to the SCAG-recommended within-city projections. This would lead to more
development of environmentally unsustainable sprawl, and continued housing scarcity and exclusionary zoning in high-
opportunity cities with strong job and transit access. 

This change would have serious consequences for Southern California’s future, including rising traffic, greenhouse gas
emissions, and acceleration of climate change. Housing costs near high-opportunity job centers will continue to rise, pricing
more and more of our neighbors out of these areas. Historically marginalized communities will continue to be excluded from
the region’s high-opportunity cities and neighborhoods, which perpetuates segregation and prevents equitable access to
public resources. 

Therefore, we respectfully ask that the Regional Council vote to approve the latest SCAG-recommended version of Connect
SoCal for the purposes of the SCS, and to instruct SCAG staff to begin the RHNA appeals process without delay.
Finally, we wish to address the likelihood that as cities update their housing elements over the coming year, they will introduce
zoning and other policy changes designed to achieve the Coastal Plan-based housing growth targets, which will cause cities’
actual populations and number of households to diverge from the Connect SoCal demographic and growth forecasts over
time. For this reason, we additionally request that the Regional Council instruct SCAG staff to begin the process of amending
the RTP/SCS to reflect the household and population growth patterns that are implied by the Coastal Plan RHNA
methodology. This will allow the RHNA process to proceed without further delay.

By approving the Coastal Plan in November 2019, you and your colleagues took a courageous vote in favor of a healthier,
more sustainable, and more equitable future for Southern Californians. We are counting on you to be courageous again today.

Personally sent by Will Wright using Abundant Housing LA's Advocacy Tool. Abundant Housing LA is a grassroots pro-
housing organization.

Sincerely,
Will Wright
734 E Kensington Rd  Los Angeles, CA 90026-4427
willrobwright@gmail.com

mailto:willrobwright@gmail.com
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Please protect the RHNA process
1 message

From: Alexander Booth <alexanderbooth@everyactionadvocacy.com>
To: cityclerk@lacity.org
At: Mon, Aug 24, 2020 at 2:25 PM

Dear City Clerk Holly L. Wolcott,

I am writing to express my serious concerns about proposed revisions to the Southern California Association of Governments’
(SCAG) Sustainable Communities Strategy (SCS) that would have a severe negative impact on the Regional Housing Needs
Assessment (RHNA) process.

In particular, I ask you to reject efforts to prevent a timely completion of the RHNA process, and urge you to oppose further
changes to Connect SoCal. Additional changes to Connect SoCal would slow down the already-delayed RHNA process, fuel
more sprawl development in exurbs, and perpetuate exclusionary housing policies in high-income cities near major urban
centers.  This delay to Connect SoCal has also delayed the finalization of jurisdictions’ RHNA targets.

Some organizations are still pushing for more changes to Connect SoCal that would result in the unraveling of the RHNA
process. Specifically, they have found fault with SCAG’s projections of future land use patterns within cities, which generally
assume denser housing development near transit and jobs. A departure from the SCAG-recommended methodology would
be ill-advised for two reasons: 

1: this would risk further delays to the finalization of the Connect SoCal plan, as well as to the RHNA process. Major revisions
to Connect SoCal at this late stage could take years to complete, not least because they could necessitate new environmental
impact analysis. This would further slow down the finalization of RHNA targets and create further confusion around an
already-delayed process that has lacked transparency. For local governments, it could lead to an untenable situation where
housing element updates are due before RHNA targets are finalized.

2: the proposed alternate land use projections in Connect SoCal assume a higher proportion of dispersed single-family
housing production within cities, relative to the SCAG-recommended within-city projections. This would lead to more
development of environmentally unsustainable sprawl, and continued housing scarcity and exclusionary zoning in high-
opportunity cities with strong job and transit access. 

This change would have serious consequences for Southern California’s future, including rising traffic, greenhouse gas
emissions, and acceleration of climate change. Housing costs near high-opportunity job centers will continue to rise, pricing
more and more of our neighbors out of these areas. Historically marginalized communities will continue to be excluded from
the region’s high-opportunity cities and neighborhoods, which perpetuates segregation and prevents equitable access to
public resources. 

Therefore, we respectfully ask that the Regional Council vote to approve the latest SCAG-recommended version of Connect
SoCal for the purposes of the SCS, and to instruct SCAG staff to begin the RHNA appeals process without delay.
Finally, we wish to address the likelihood that as cities update their housing elements over the coming year, they will introduce
zoning and other policy changes designed to achieve the Coastal Plan-based housing growth targets, which will cause cities’
actual populations and number of households to diverge from the Connect SoCal demographic and growth forecasts over
time. For this reason, we additionally request that the Regional Council instruct SCAG staff to begin the process of amending
the RTP/SCS to reflect the household and population growth patterns that are implied by the Coastal Plan RHNA
methodology. This will allow the RHNA process to proceed without further delay.

By approving the Coastal Plan in November 2019, you and your colleagues took a courageous vote in favor of a healthier,
more sustainable, and more equitable future for Southern Californians. We are counting on you to be courageous again today.

Personally sent by Alex Booth using Abundant Housing LA's Advocacy Tool. Abundant Housing LA is a grassroots pro-
housing organization.

Sincerely,
Alexander Booth
225 S Olive St Apt 1511 Los Angeles, CA 90012-4906
alexanderbooth@kfalosangeles.com

mailto:alexanderbooth@kfalosangeles.com
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Please protect the RHNA process
1 message

From: Joshua Gray-Emmer <josh@everyactionadvocacy.com>
To: cityclerk@lacity.org
At: Mon, Aug 24, 2020 at 2:25 PM

Dear City Clerk Holly L. Wolcott,

I am writing to express my serious concerns about proposed revisions to the Southern California Association of Governments’
(SCAG) Sustainable Communities Strategy (SCS) that would have a severe negative impact on the Regional Housing Needs
Assessment (RHNA) process.

In particular, I ask you to reject efforts to prevent a timely completion of the RHNA process, and urge you to oppose further
changes to Connect SoCal. Additional changes to Connect SoCal would slow down the already-delayed RHNA process, fuel
more sprawl development in exurbs, and perpetuate exclusionary housing policies in high-income cities near major urban
centers.  This delay to Connect SoCal has also delayed the finalization of jurisdictions’ RHNA targets.

Some organizations are still pushing for more changes to Connect SoCal that would result in the unraveling of the RHNA
process. Specifically, they have found fault with SCAG’s projections of future land use patterns within cities, which generally
assume denser housing development near transit and jobs. A departure from the SCAG-recommended methodology would
be ill-advised for two reasons: 

1: this would risk further delays to the finalization of the Connect SoCal plan, as well as to the RHNA process. Major revisions
to Connect SoCal at this late stage could take years to complete, not least because they could necessitate new environmental
impact analysis. This would further slow down the finalization of RHNA targets and create further confusion around an
already-delayed process that has lacked transparency. For local governments, it could lead to an untenable situation where
housing element updates are due before RHNA targets are finalized.

2: the proposed alternate land use projections in Connect SoCal assume a higher proportion of dispersed single-family
housing production within cities, relative to the SCAG-recommended within-city projections. This would lead to more
development of environmentally unsustainable sprawl, and continued housing scarcity and exclusionary zoning in high-
opportunity cities with strong job and transit access. 

This change would have serious consequences for Southern California’s future, including rising traffic, greenhouse gas
emissions, and acceleration of climate change. Housing costs near high-opportunity job centers will continue to rise, pricing
more and more of our neighbors out of these areas. Historically marginalized communities will continue to be excluded from
the region’s high-opportunity cities and neighborhoods, which perpetuates segregation and prevents equitable access to
public resources. 

Therefore, we respectfully ask that the Regional Council vote to approve the latest SCAG-recommended version of Connect
SoCal for the purposes of the SCS, and to instruct SCAG staff to begin the RHNA appeals process without delay.
Finally, we wish to address the likelihood that as cities update their housing elements over the coming year, they will introduce
zoning and other policy changes designed to achieve the Coastal Plan-based housing growth targets, which will cause cities’
actual populations and number of households to diverge from the Connect SoCal demographic and growth forecasts over
time. For this reason, we additionally request that the Regional Council instruct SCAG staff to begin the process of amending
the RTP/SCS to reflect the household and population growth patterns that are implied by the Coastal Plan RHNA
methodology. This will allow the RHNA process to proceed without further delay.

By approving the Coastal Plan in November 2019, you and your colleagues took a courageous vote in favor of a healthier,
more sustainable, and more equitable future for Southern Californians. We are counting on you to be courageous again today.

Personally sent by Joshua Gray-Emmer using Abundant Housing LA's Advocacy Tool. Abundant Housing LA is a grassroots
pro-housing organization.

Sincerely,
Joshua Gray-Emmer
416 S Spring St  Los Angeles, CA 90013-1991
josh@Bridgedtla.com
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Please protect the RHNA process
1 message

From: Nicholas Burns III <nkburns3@everyactionadvocacy.com>
To: cityclerk@lacity.org
At: Mon, Aug 24, 2020 at 2:25 PM

Dear City Clerk Holly L. Wolcott,

I am writing to express my serious concerns about proposed revisions to the Southern California Association of Governments’
(SCAG) Sustainable Communities Strategy (SCS) that would have a severe negative impact on the Regional Housing Needs
Assessment (RHNA) process.

In particular, I ask you to reject efforts to prevent a timely completion of the RHNA process, and urge you to oppose further
changes to Connect SoCal. Additional changes to Connect SoCal would slow down the already-delayed RHNA process, fuel
more sprawl development in exurbs, and perpetuate exclusionary housing policies in high-income cities near major urban
centers.  This delay to Connect SoCal has also delayed the finalization of jurisdictions’ RHNA targets.

Some organizations are still pushing for more changes to Connect SoCal that would result in the unraveling of the RHNA
process. Specifically, they have found fault with SCAG’s projections of future land use patterns within cities, which generally
assume denser housing development near transit and jobs. A departure from the SCAG-recommended methodology would
be ill-advised for two reasons: 

1: this would risk further delays to the finalization of the Connect SoCal plan, as well as to the RHNA process. Major revisions
to Connect SoCal at this late stage could take years to complete, not least because they could necessitate new environmental
impact analysis. This would further slow down the finalization of RHNA targets and create further confusion around an
already-delayed process that has lacked transparency. For local governments, it could lead to an untenable situation where
housing element updates are due before RHNA targets are finalized.

2: the proposed alternate land use projections in Connect SoCal assume a higher proportion of dispersed single-family
housing production within cities, relative to the SCAG-recommended within-city projections. This would lead to more
development of environmentally unsustainable sprawl, and continued housing scarcity and exclusionary zoning in high-
opportunity cities with strong job and transit access. 

This change would have serious consequences for Southern California’s future, including rising traffic, greenhouse gas
emissions, and acceleration of climate change. Housing costs near high-opportunity job centers will continue to rise, pricing
more and more of our neighbors out of these areas. Historically marginalized communities will continue to be excluded from
the region’s high-opportunity cities and neighborhoods, which perpetuates segregation and prevents equitable access to
public resources. 

Therefore, we respectfully ask that the Regional Council vote to approve the latest SCAG-recommended version of Connect
SoCal for the purposes of the SCS, and to instruct SCAG staff to begin the RHNA appeals process without delay.
Finally, we wish to address the likelihood that as cities update their housing elements over the coming year, they will introduce
zoning and other policy changes designed to achieve the Coastal Plan-based housing growth targets, which will cause cities’
actual populations and number of households to diverge from the Connect SoCal demographic and growth forecasts over
time. For this reason, we additionally request that the Regional Council instruct SCAG staff to begin the process of amending
the RTP/SCS to reflect the household and population growth patterns that are implied by the Coastal Plan RHNA
methodology. This will allow the RHNA process to proceed without further delay.

By approving the Coastal Plan in November 2019, you and your colleagues took a courageous vote in favor of a healthier,
more sustainable, and more equitable future for Southern Californians. We are counting on you to be courageous again today.

Personally sent by Nicholas Burns III using Abundant Housing LA's Advocacy Tool. Abundant Housing LA is a grassroots pro-
housing organization.

Sincerely,
Nicholas Burns III
11574 Ohio Ave Apt 103 Los Angeles, CA 90025-3022
nkburns3@gmail.com

mailto:nkburns3@gmail.com
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Please protect the RHNA process
1 message

From: Arjun Kolachalam <arjunk@everyactionadvocacy.com>
To: cityclerk@lacity.org
At: Mon, Aug 24, 2020 at 2:24 PM

Dear City Clerk Holly L. Wolcott,

I am writing to express my serious concerns about proposed revisions to the Southern California Association of Governments’
(SCAG) Sustainable Communities Strategy (SCS) that would have a severe negative impact on the Regional Housing Needs
Assessment (RHNA) process.

In particular, I ask you to reject efforts to prevent a timely completion of the RHNA process, and urge you to oppose further
changes to Connect SoCal. Additional changes to Connect SoCal would slow down the already-delayed RHNA process, fuel
more sprawl development in exurbs, and perpetuate exclusionary housing policies in high-income cities near major urban
centers.  This delay to Connect SoCal has also delayed the finalization of jurisdictions’ RHNA targets.

Some organizations are still pushing for more changes to Connect SoCal that would result in the unraveling of the RHNA
process. Specifically, they have found fault with SCAG’s projections of future land use patterns within cities, which generally
assume denser housing development near transit and jobs. A departure from the SCAG-recommended methodology would
be ill-advised for two reasons: 

1: this would risk further delays to the finalization of the Connect SoCal plan, as well as to the RHNA process. Major revisions
to Connect SoCal at this late stage could take years to complete, not least because they could necessitate new environmental
impact analysis. This would further slow down the finalization of RHNA targets and create further confusion around an
already-delayed process that has lacked transparency. For local governments, it could lead to an untenable situation where
housing element updates are due before RHNA targets are finalized.

2: the proposed alternate land use projections in Connect SoCal assume a higher proportion of dispersed single-family
housing production within cities, relative to the SCAG-recommended within-city projections. This would lead to more
development of environmentally unsustainable sprawl, and continued housing scarcity and exclusionary zoning in high-
opportunity cities with strong job and transit access. 

This change would have serious consequences for Southern California’s future, including rising traffic, greenhouse gas
emissions, and acceleration of climate change. Housing costs near high-opportunity job centers will continue to rise, pricing
more and more of our neighbors out of these areas. Historically marginalized communities will continue to be excluded from
the region’s high-opportunity cities and neighborhoods, which perpetuates segregation and prevents equitable access to
public resources. 

Therefore, we respectfully ask that the Regional Council vote to approve the latest SCAG-recommended version of Connect
SoCal for the purposes of the SCS, and to instruct SCAG staff to begin the RHNA appeals process without delay.
Finally, we wish to address the likelihood that as cities update their housing elements over the coming year, they will introduce
zoning and other policy changes designed to achieve the Coastal Plan-based housing growth targets, which will cause cities’
actual populations and number of households to diverge from the Connect SoCal demographic and growth forecasts over
time. For this reason, we additionally request that the Regional Council instruct SCAG staff to begin the process of amending
the RTP/SCS to reflect the household and population growth patterns that are implied by the Coastal Plan RHNA
methodology. This will allow the RHNA process to proceed without further delay.

By approving the Coastal Plan in November 2019, you and your colleagues took a courageous vote in favor of a healthier,
more sustainable, and more equitable future for Southern Californians. We are counting on you to be courageous again today.

Personally sent by Arjun Kolachalam using Abundant Housing LA's Advocacy Tool. Abundant Housing LA is a grassroots pro-
housing organization.

Sincerely,
Arjun Kolachalam
1514 N Avenue 55  Los Angeles, CA 90042-1812
arjunk@hey.com

mailto:arjunk@hey.com
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Please protect the RHNA process
1 message

From: Anthony Dedousis <anthonypdedousis@everyactionadvocacy.com>
To: cityclerk@lacity.org
At: Mon, Aug 24, 2020 at 2:23 PM

Dear City Clerk Holly L. Wolcott,

I am writing to express my serious concerns about proposed revisions to the Southern California Association of Governments’
(SCAG) Sustainable Communities Strategy (SCS) that would have a severe negative impact on the Regional Housing Needs
Assessment (RHNA) process.

In particular, I ask you to reject efforts to prevent a timely completion of the RHNA process, and urge you to oppose further
changes to Connect SoCal. Additional changes to Connect SoCal would slow down the already-delayed RHNA process, fuel
more sprawl development in exurbs, and perpetuate exclusionary housing policies in high-income cities near major urban
centers.  This delay to Connect SoCal has also delayed the finalization of jurisdictions’ RHNA targets.

Some organizations are still pushing for more changes to Connect SoCal that would result in the unraveling of the RHNA
process. Specifically, they have found fault with SCAG’s projections of future land use patterns within cities, which generally
assume denser housing development near transit and jobs. A departure from the SCAG-recommended methodology would
be ill-advised for two reasons: 

1: this would risk further delays to the finalization of the Connect SoCal plan, as well as to the RHNA process. Major revisions
to Connect SoCal at this late stage could take years to complete, not least because they could necessitate new environmental
impact analysis. This would further slow down the finalization of RHNA targets and create further confusion around an
already-delayed process that has lacked transparency. For local governments, it could lead to an untenable situation where
housing element updates are due before RHNA targets are finalized.

2: the proposed alternate land use projections in Connect SoCal assume a higher proportion of dispersed single-family
housing production within cities, relative to the SCAG-recommended within-city projections. This would lead to more
development of environmentally unsustainable sprawl, and continued housing scarcity and exclusionary zoning in high-
opportunity cities with strong job and transit access. 

This change would have serious consequences for Southern California’s future, including rising traffic, greenhouse gas
emissions, and acceleration of climate change. Housing costs near high-opportunity job centers will continue to rise, pricing
more and more of our neighbors out of these areas. Historically marginalized communities will continue to be excluded from
the region’s high-opportunity cities and neighborhoods, which perpetuates segregation and prevents equitable access to
public resources. 

Therefore, we respectfully ask that the Regional Council vote to approve the latest SCAG-recommended version of Connect
SoCal for the purposes of the SCS, and to instruct SCAG staff to begin the RHNA appeals process without delay.
Finally, we wish to address the likelihood that as cities update their housing elements over the coming year, they will introduce
zoning and other policy changes designed to achieve the Coastal Plan-based housing growth targets, which will cause cities’
actual populations and number of households to diverge from the Connect SoCal demographic and growth forecasts over
time. For this reason, we additionally request that the Regional Council instruct SCAG staff to begin the process of amending
the RTP/SCS to reflect the household and population growth patterns that are implied by the Coastal Plan RHNA
methodology. This will allow the RHNA process to proceed without further delay.

By approving the Coastal Plan in November 2019, you and your colleagues took a courageous vote in favor of a healthier,
more sustainable, and more equitable future for Southern Californians. We are counting on you to be courageous again today.

Personally sent by Anthony Dedousis using Abundant Housing LA's Advocacy Tool. Abundant Housing LA is a grassroots
pro-housing organization.

Sincerely,
Anthony Dedousis
1942 Rodney Dr Apt 17 Los Angeles, CA 90027-3136
anthonypdedousis@gmail.com

mailto:anthonypdedousis@gmail.com
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