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RECOMMENDATION That the Cultural Heritage Commission:

1. Declare the subject property a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los Angeles

Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.7.
2. Adopt the staff report and findings.

MICHAEL J. LOGRANDE
Director of Planning
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FINDINGS

+ The property "reflects the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State
or community,” as the long-term location of Norm's, the locally-based coffee shop chain
that contributed to the commercial and social identity of Los Angeles.

e The property' embodies “the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural iype
specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style or method of construction” as
an example of the Googie style.

¢« The property is “a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose
individual genius influenced his age,” due to its design by the architects Armet and
Davis.

CRITERIA

The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose
individual genius influenced his age.

SUMMARY

Built in 1956, Norm's La Cienega Coffee Shop is a Googie style structure designed that has
remained in continuous operation since its opening. The structure has a rectangular plan,
incorporating a kitchen on the northeast side and a dining area wrapped around the south and
west sides. The L-shaped counter separates the exposed kitchen area from the customers. The
interior floor is terrazzo with chips of colar that match the architectural palette.

The exterior of the building exhibits many character-defining features of the Googie style,
including:

Cantilevered roofline

Building forms display sharp angles and sweeping curves

Custom designed neon signage integrated within the architecture

Large glass window wills connect interior and exterior

Use of natural materials contrasting with modern technological materials

“Garden-like" landscaping surrounding brick walls connect modemn structure to the earth.
An exhibition kitchen that makes the function of the kitchen on display as part of the
architecture of the restaurant.
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The subject property was designed by architects Louis Armet and Eidon Davis, early and
significant practitioners of the Googie style. Other designs by these architects include:

» Kerry's Coffee Shop (now Mel's) (1953}, Sherman Qaks, CA.
-+ Johnie's Coffee Shop (1956}, Los Angeles, CA. HCM #1045
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« Ship's Restaurant (1986), demolished 1996, Los Angeles, CA.
» Holiday Bowl (1958), partially demolished 2007, Los Angeles, CA. HCM #688
« Pann's Coffee Shop (1958), Los Angeles, CA.
¢ Penguin Coffee Shop (now Westem Dental) (1959}, Santa Monica, CA.
DISCUSSION

Norm's La Cienega Coffee Shop successfully meets three of the specified Historic-Cultural
Monument criteria: 1) “reflects the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation,
State or community,” 2} embodies "the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural fype
specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style or method of construction,” and 3) is
“a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose individual genius influenced his
age.” As the long-term location of the Los Angeles-based coffee shop chain, Norm's, and as its
oldest shop still in operation, the subject property refiects the region's cultural history by
representing a significant commercial identity within Southern California. Also, the design of the
property reflects the changing aesthetic qualities of popular art and architecture as preferences
changed to demand more modern forms and materials in the Post-World War Il era. The
subject property is an architectural specimen of the Googie style due to its character defining
features and period of significance. The original architectural firm, Armet and Davis, is
recognized as a master architectural firm in Los Angeles for its contribution of designs which
are overwhelmingly identified as architectural type specimens in the Googie style.

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT {“CEQA") FINDINGS

State of California CEQA Guidelines, Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 “consists of actions
taken by regulatory agencies, as authorized by state or Jocal ordinance, to assure the
maintenance, restoration, enhancement, or protection of the environment where the regulatory
process involves procedures for protection of the environment.”

State of California CEQA Guidelines Article 19, Section 15331, Class 31 “consists of projects
limited to maintenance, repair, stabilization, rehabilitation, restoration, preservation,
conservation or reconstruction of historical resources in a manner consistent with the Secretary
of the Interior's Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for
Preserving, Rehabilitating, Restoring, and Reconstructing Histeric buildings.”

The designation of Norm's La Cienega Coffee Shop as a Historic-Cultural Monument in
accordance with Chapter 9, Article 1, of The City of Los Angeles Adminisirative Code {("LAAC")
will ensure that future construction activities involving the subject property are regulated in
accordance with Section 22.171.14 of the LAAC. The purpose of the designation is to prevent
significant impacts to a Historic-Cultural Monument through the application of the standards set
forth in the LAAC. Without the regulation imposed by way of the pending designation, the
historic significance and integrity of the subject property could be lost through incompatible
alterations and new construction and the demuolition of irreplaceable historic structures. The
Secretary of the Interior's Standards of Rehabilitation are expressly incorporated into the LAAC
and provide standards concerning the historically appropriate construction activities which will
ensure the continued preservation of the subject property.

The use of Categorical Exemption Class 8 in connection with the proposed designation is
consistent with the goals of maintaining, restoring, enhancing, and protecting the environment



CHC-2015-5-HCM
470 N. La Cienega Bivd.
Page 4 of 4

through the imposition of regulations designed to prevent the degradation of Historic-Cultural
Monuments.

The use of Calegorical Exemplion Class 31 in-connection with the proposed designation is
consistent with the goals relating to the preservation, rehabilitation, restoration and
reconstruction of Historic buildings in a manner consistent with the Secretary of the Interior's
Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for Preserving Rehabilitating,
Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic Buildings.

BACKGROUND

On January 15", 2015 the Cultural Heritage Commission took the property under consideration
with a Commission-Initiated Motion. On January 29th, a subcommittee of the Commission
consisting of Commissioners Barron and Irvine toured the property accompanied by a staff
person from the Office of Historic Resources.
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&. ALTERATION HISTORY

List date and wnite a brief deseri'mivon of any major alterations or addinans. This section may also be completed on a separate document
Include copies of permits in the nomination packet. Make sure to list any major alterations for which thece are no permits, as well.

See "Proposed Monument Description” and "Statement of Significance" pages

5. EIIST IH‘G HISTORIC &ESOURCE IDENTIFICATION (if known)
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‘ . . Contributing feature
Located in an Mistoric Preservation Overlay Zone (HPOZ)
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|

Nan-contributing feature [
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}

Dther histarical or cuttural resource designations:

6. APPLICABLE HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT CRITERIA

xThe pmposad monumeant exemplaﬁes the Folicwmg Cul'rural Hen:age Ordinance Critera {Secton 22.171.7):

v Reflects the broad cultural, econemic, or social history of the nabon, state, or commmsstv

is identified with historic petsonages or with important events in the main currents of national, state, or local m:sm:v

Ermbodies the distinguising characteristics of an architectural-type specimen, inherently valuable for study of
a periad, style, or method of construction

v 2 notable work of 3 master builder, designer, or architect whose indwidus!t gersus influenged his or her age
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7. WRITTEN STATEMENTS

This section allows you to discuss at length the significance of the proposed monument and why it should be
designated an Historic-Cultural Monument. Type your response on separate documents and attech them to this

farm.

A. Proposed Monument Description - Describe the proposed monumaent’s physical characteristics and
relationship to its surrounding environment. Expand on sections 2 and 3 with a more detailed descrip-
tion of the site. Expand on section 4 and discuss the construction/alteration history in detail if that is
necessary to xplain the proposed monument’s current form, Identify and describe any character-
defining elements, structures, interior spaces, or landscape features.

B. Statement of Significance - Address the proposed monument’s historic, cultural, and/or architec-
tural significance by discussing how it satisfies the HOM criteria you selected in Section 6. You must
support your argument with substantial evidence and analysis. The Statement of Significance is your
main argument for designation so it is important to substantiate any claims you make with supporting
documentation and research,

8. CONTACT INFORMATION

Applicant

Name: Adran Scotf Fine

Company:  Los Angeles Conservancy, Modern Committee Mg

Street Address: 523 West 6th Street, Suite 826 | City: Los Angeles | State: CA
Zip: 90014 Phone Number: 213-430-4203 j Email; afine@laconservancy.org
Property Owner I5 the owner in suppont of the nomination? Yes No @ Unknown
Name: Believed to be Jason loulian | Company:
A IS et o=t S L 3 s
| Street Address: | City: | State:
- Zips Phone Number: I Email
Nomination Freparer/Applicant’s Representotive
Name: Alan Hess l Company:
Street Address: l

i

Phone Number:

City: Irvine | Stage: CA

Email: alhess@ aol.com
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9, SUBMITTAL

When you have completed preparing your nomination, tampile all materials in the order specified below. Although the entire
packet must not exceed 100 pages, you may send additional material on a CD or flash drive.

APPLICATION CHECKLIST
1. Nomnation form 5 " Copies of Primacy/Secondary Documentabon
1. f Wrnten Statements A and B 6. / Copses of Building Permits for Major Alterabions
linclude furst construction permits)
i  Bibliography
7 Addinonal, Contemporary Photos
4, o Two Primary Photos of Exterior/Main Facade
(810, the main photo of the proposed monument. Alse 8 Historical Photos
ematl 2 digital copy of the main photo to:
planning ohr@lacity.org) 8. # ZmasParcef Report for all Nominated Parcels
lincluding map)
10. RELEASE

Please read each statement and check the corresponding boxes to indicate that you agree with the statement, then sign below in the
| provided space Enhm the app!icam of prep;nfer may st:n

y/ ‘ taekmwledge that all documents submitted wm ber.u me publlc recards under tne Calf(omla pubnc Rccor&s Acx amﬂ undemand
that the dacuments will be made available upon request to membe:s of the pubhc for mspecﬂnn and copying.

| n&.kﬁavdedge rfm al! phatagra phs and images submitted as pm of Lrus. apglication will become the property of the City of Los
| '/ Angeles, and understand that permission is granted for use of the photographs and images by the City without any expectaban
of compensation.

1 acknowledge that | have the right 1o submit or have obtained the appropriate permission to submit all informaton contained
\/ in this application.

Mail your Histonic-Cultural Manument Submittal to the Office of Hislonc Resources

Office of Historic Resources
Department of City Planning
200 N. Spring Street, Room 620
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Fhone: 213-978-1200
Website: preservation.lacity.org



NORM'S LA CIEEGA COFFEE SHOP
Historic-Cultural Monument {HCM} Application
Submitted by: Los Angeles Conservancy and its Modern Committee

A. Proposed Monument Description:

NORM'S LA CIENEGA RETAINS THE ORIGINAL CHARACTER-DEFINING FEATURES OF GOOGIE
STYLE CALIFORNIA COFFEE SHOPS: A PROMINENT ROOF, THE EXPRESSION OF THE STRUCTURE
IN THE SHAPE OF THE ROOF, THE USE OF NATURAL STONE WALLS, INTEGRAL NEON SIGNAGE,
GLASS EXTERIOR WALLS, INTERIOR COUNTER AND SEATING CONFIGURATION, AN UPSWEPT
CEILING, AND EXPOSED KITCHEN EQUIPMENT BEHIND THE COUNTER.

NORM'S LA CIENEGA HAS A RECTANGULAR PLAN ORIGINALLY 4640 SQ. FT., INCORPORATING A
KITCHEN CORE ON THE NORTHEAST SIDE, WITH A DINING AREA WRAPPING AROUND THE
SOUTH AND WEST SIDES OF THE CORE. THE KITCHEN CORE {INCLUDING BATHROOMS) (S BRICK
CONSTRUCTION; GLASS WALLS ENCLOSE THE DINING AREAS FACING LA CIENEGA, AND THE
PARKING LOT ON THE SOUTH, THE ENTRY IS ON THE PARKING LOT. THE RESTAURANT
ORIGINALLY SEATED 25 AT THE COUNTER AND 110 AT TABLES. ACCORDING TO THE
ARCHITECT'S RECORDS, IT WAS BUILT FOR $150,000.

THE ROOF IS THE MOST PROMINENT FEATURE OF THE DESIGN. THE PORTION EXTENDING
ALONG THE FRONT (WESTERN) PORTION OF THE BUILDING IS AN ELONGATED WEDGE-SHAPED
DIAMOND FORM REFLECTING THE SHAPE OF A CANTILEVERED STRUCTURAL TRUSS; IT FORMS
A LONG CANTILEVER THAT STRETCHES PAST THE GLASS LINE TO CREATE A WIDE EAVE. THE
TRUSS IS SUPPORTED ON ONE SIDE BY THE CENTRAL BRICK STRUCTURE AND ON THE OTHER
SIDE BY FIVE DIAMOND-SHAPED COLUMNS CLAD IN 1X2-INCH CERAMIC TILES IN TWO COLORS,
CHOCOLATE AND TAN. EACH COLUMN DISPLAYS A DECORATIVE MOSAIC LOWER CASE "N" IN
DIFFERENT COLORS AND PLACED ON A DIFFERENT POSITION ON EACH COLUMN, CREATING AN
IRREGULAR DECORATIVE RHYTHM. THE PORTION OF THE ROOF ALONG THE SOUTH SIDE
FACING THE PARKING LOT TILTS DOWN TO ACT AS A SUNSHADE.

THE ROOF TRUSSES ARE EXPRESSED ON THE CEILING BY 51X WIDE, RAISED DECORATIVE
STRIPES ORIGINALLY PAINTED ORANGE, THESE CREATE "BEAM ENDS" ALONG THE THIN EDGE
OF THE ROOF EAVE. THE EXTERIOR STUCCO FINISH ON THESE ROOF/TRUSS FORMS WERE
EMBEDDED WITH GLITTER TO SPARKLE IN THE SUNLIGHT.

THE CANTILEVERED TRUSS ROOF CREATES A STRUCTURE THAT APPEARS VISUALLY LIGHT, AND
UNITES INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR B8Y ALLOWING LARGE AMOUNTS OF GLASS WALL SET IN THIN
ALUMINUM FRAMES. THEY FORM A MINIMAL SCREEN TO ENCLOSE THE AIR-CONDITIONED
INTERIOR AND TO PERMIT NATURAL LIGHT AND VIEWS TO PERMEATE THE BUILDING. THERE ARE
NO SOLID OR STRUCTURAL WALL PLANES ON THE PERIMETER OF THE PUBLIC DINING AREAS.

NEON SIGNAGE FOR ADVERTISING IS INTEGRATED INTO THE ARCHITECTURE. THE SIGN PYLON
(A STEEL I-BEAM WHOSE WEB 15 PUNCTURED WITH CIRCULAR, WEB-LIGHTENING HOLES) RISES

1



THROUGH THE ROOF EAVE. THE SIGN ITSELF HAS FIVE ELONGATED DIAMOND OR PENNANT
SHAPES, REPEATING THE SHAPE OF THE ROOF, SPELLING OUT “N-O-R-M-§" IN ANIMATED
NEON TUBING. NEON TUBE SCRIPT LETTERING ON THE SIDE OF THE TRUSS SAID "OPEN 24
HOURS."

INTEGRATED ARTIFICIAL LIGHTING WAS DESIGNED TO MAKE THE BUILDING AS VISIBLE BY
NIGHT AS BY DAY. THE SIDES OF THE ROOF'S STRUCTURAL TRUSS FORMS WERE SPOTLIGHTED
AT NIGHT, AND CAN LIGHTS IN THE EAVE SOFFITS ILLUMINATE THE STRUCTURAL COLUMNS
AND THE LANDSCAPING BENEATH. RIMS FIXED BELOW THESE CAN LIGHTS WERE PUNCTURED
WITH HOLES, CREATING A SPARKLE EFFECT, THE LARGE GLASS WALLS ALONG THE WEST AND
SOUTH SIDES (AND PARTIALLY ON THE EAST AND NORTH SIDES) ALLOWED PDTENTIAL
CUSTOMERS DRIVING BY TO SEE THE WELL-ILLUMINATED INTERIOR. REFLECTED LIGHT ON THE
UPSWEPT ACOUSTIC TILE CEILING MADE THIS PLANE VERY NOTICEABLE TO MOTORISTS.
DECORATIVE HANGING LIGHTS (A DIAMOND SHAPE IN THREE DIMENSIONS) AND HOUR-GLASS
SHAPED SCONCES FIXED TO THE TILED COLUMNS ADDED LIGHT AND DECORATION.
ILLUMINATED BUILT-IN PIE DISPLAY CABINETS PROVIDED ANOTHER VISUAL MAGNET.

LANDSCAPING WAS ALSO INTEGRAL TO THIS MODERN CALIFORNIA DESIGN. SUBTROPICAL
PLANTING AT THE BUILDING'S PERIMETER, EASILY VISIBLE TO DINERS [NSIDE THROUGH THE
GLASS WALLS, CREATED THE EFFECT OF DINING ON AN OUTDOOR PATIO.

INSIDE, BANQUETTES, BOOTHS, TABLES, AND COUNTERS WITH STOOLS PROVIDED SEATING.
BANQUETTES WITH FIXED TABLES LINE THE PERIMETER GLASS WALL. EAMES WIRE CHAIRS ALSO
PROVIDED SEATING. AT THE EAST END OF THE DINING AREA , A WIDER SEATING AREA WAS
MARKED ON ONE SIDE BY A DRIFTWOQOD STONE WALL TOPPED BY A STAINLESS STEEL PIE
CASE, AND ON THE OTHER BY A LOW PARTITION WALL WITH AN ABSTRACT SCREEN WITH A
THIN METAL FRAME WITH COLORFUL PLASTIC FORMS ATTACHED TO IT. THIS AREA FEATURED
WALL BOOTHS AND TABLES IN ADDITION TO THE BANQUETTES. WITH AN EXIT DOOR, THIS
DINING AREA ALSO LOOKS OUT TO A SMALL GARDEN. A DECORATIVE, ABSTRACT MURAL BY
HANCOCK-WERNER {BETSY HANCOCK AND HANS WERNER) WAS FIXED TO THE WALL IN THIS
AREA. IT DEPICTED A NIGHTTIME VIEW OF LA CIENEGA BUILDINGS AND LIGHTS, INCLUDING
PALM TREES, MOON, STARS, AND NORM'S AT ITS CENTER.

THE COUNTER STOOLS, UPHOLSTERED IN PERSIMMON LEATHERETTE MATERIAL, ARE
CANTILEVERED FROM THE RAISED TERRAZZO CURB WHICH SERVES AS A FOOTREST.

A GEOMETRICAL MOTIF OF OBLIQUE ANGLES IS REPEATED THROUGHOUT THE BUILDING. THE
UPSWEPT ROOFLINE ESTABLISHES THE THEME; THE DIAMOND SHAPED COLUMNS ECHO THE
SAME GEOMETRY. BETWEEN THE COLUMNS, THE LARGE GLASS WINDOW WALLS, EXTENDING
FROM THE TOP OF THE SEATING BANQUETTES TO THE CEILING, ARE CONFIGURED IN A ZIG-
ZAG, ACCORDION-FOLD PATTERN. THE LOW BRICK WALLS ON WHICH THE GLASS SITS
CONTINUE THE ZIG-ZAG PATTERN TO THE GROUND. INSIDE, THE SHAPE OF THE SEATING.
BANQUETTES AND THE FIXED TABLES REPEAT THE SAME GEOMETRY.



INSIDE THE FRONT DOOR THE GLASS WALLS ARE PUSHED OUT PAST THE COLUMN LINE TO
PROVIDE A WAITING AREA WITH CHAIRS. ACCENT WALLS OF IRREGULAR DRIFTWOOD STONE
ARE PLACED AT THE FAR NORTHERN END OF THE COUNTER, AND AT THE FAR EASTERN END OF
THE EXHIBITION KITCHEN. OTHER FUNCTIONAL SPACES, INCLUDING OFFICES AND STORAGE,
ARE HIDDEN FROM CUSTOMERS' VIEW BEHIND THE EXHIBITION COOKING AREA.

THE L-SHAPED COUNTER FACES THE EXPOSED KITCHEN AREA IN THE CENTER OF THE BUILDING.
THIS IS AN EXHIBITION COOKING CONFIGURATION, A TYPE OF SERVICE WHICH ALLOWED
CUSTOMERS SITTING AT THE COUNTER TO DIRECTLY OBSERVE THE COOKS WORKING AT THE
GRIDDLES AND COUNTERS. THIS WAS A DISTINCTIVE FEATURE OF CALIFORNIA COFFEE SHOPS TO
ASSURE CUSTOMERS OF THE CLEANLINESS OF FOOD PREPARATION. THE STAINLESS STEEL
FIXTURES INCLUDE PREPARATION COUNTERS, "FLOATING™ GRILLS THAT COULD BE EASILY
SCRAPED AND CLEANED, AND FOQD DISPLAY CASES MOUNTED HIGH 50 DESSERTS COULD BE
EASILY SEEN BY CUSTOMERS, SPRING-LOADED PLATE STORAGE, WASTE DISPOSAL RECEPTACLES, AND
STORAGE CABINETS. THIS EFFICIENTLY ORGANIZED FOOD PREPARATION EQUIPMENT WAS
CUSTOM-DESIGNED BY KITCHEN SUPPLY DESIGNER STAN ABRAMS WITH ARMET AND DAVISTO
BE BOTH EFFICIENT AND VISUALLY ATTRACTIVE AS INTEGRAL ELEMENTS OF THE
ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN. ABOVE THE FOOD DISPLAY CASES, REDDISH-BROWN CERAMIC TILES
(APPROXIMATELY 2X5 INCHES) EXTEND TO THE CEILING.

THE FLOOR WAS TERRAZZO, A LONG LASTING AND EASILY MAINTAINED MATERIAL EMBEDDED
WITH CHIPS OF COLOR TO COORDINATE WITH THE ARCHITECTURAL PALETTE.

Character-Defining features of Googie seen in Norm's::

A. THE STRUCTURALLY-EXPRESSIVE CANTILEVERED ROOFLINE

B. CUSTOM DESIGNED NEON SIGNAGE INTEGRATED WITH THE ARCHITECTURE

C. LARGE GLASS WINDOW WALLS CONNECT INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR

D. USE OF NATURAL MATERIALS (NATURAL STONE VENEER, LANDSCAPING] CONTRASTING WITH
MODERN TECHNOLOGICAL MATERIALS {NEON, FORMICA COUNTERS, STAINLESS STEEL
KITCHEN CABINETRY)

E. “GARDENLIKE” LANDSCAPING SURROUNDING BRICK WALLS CONNECT MODERN
STRUCTURE TO THE EARTH.

F. MODERN IMAGERY OF CLEAN LINES REFLECTING THE BUILDING'S FUNCTION WITHOUT
HISTORICAL REFERENCES

G. EXHIBITION KITCHEN PUTS THE FUNCTION OF THE RESTAURANT ON DISPLAY AS PART OF THE
ARCHITECTURE

4. Alteration History

NORM'S LA CIENEGA COFFEE SHOP DISPLAYS A HIGH DEGREE OF ARCHITECTURAL INTEGRITY AS
AN EARLY AND REPRESENTATIVE EXAMPLE OF THE GOOGIE STYLE, THE CALIFORNIA COFFEE
SHOP TYPE, AND ARMET & DAVIS' WORK. IT RETAINS ITS ORIGINAL USE, PLAN, MATERIALS,
AND SPACES, THE ALTERATIONS AS LISTED BELOW ARE PRIMARILY COSMETIC.



EXTERIOR:

A. NEON TUBING SIGN SPELLING OQUT "OPEN 24 HOURS" ON SOUTH SIDE OF TRUSS-ROOF HAS
BEEN REMOVED.

B. LOW BRICK WALLS BETWEEN COLUMNS (THE BASE FOR THE GLASS WALLS) ARE NOW
PAINTED -

C. ORIGINAL SUBTROPICAL PLANTING IN FRONT AND ALONG SIDE OF BUILDING REPLACED
WITH GRASS AND SHRUBS.

D. FRAMELESS GLASS DOORS AT ENTRY REPLACED WITH ALUMINUM FRAME GLASS DOORS.

ORIGINAL PAINT COLORS HAVE BEEN CHANGED: ORANGE PAINTED ACCENTS ON CEILING

TRUSS FORMS ARE NOW BEIGE, GLITTER STUCCO ON EXTERIOR HAS BEEN PAINTED OVER

WITH STANDARD PAINT, DIAMOND-SHAPED TRUSS FORM HAS BEEN PAINTED GREEN.

F. RIMS BELOW CEILING CAN LIGHTS HAVE BEEN REMOVED, LEAVING THEM FLUSH WITH THE
SURFACE.

tn

INTERIOR:

A. ORIGINAL HOUR-GLASS-SHAPED SCONCE LIGHTS ON COLUMNS REPLACED WITH
RECTANGULAR LIGHTS.

THE ORIGINAL DIAMOND-VOLUME HANGING LAMPS HAVE BEEN REPLACED.

ORIGINAL TERRAZZO FLOORING HAS BEEN COVERED IN MOST PLACES WITH CARPETING.
BOOTHS AT EAST END OF DINING AREA HAVE BEEN REMOVED AND REPLACED WITH
TABLES.

E. CHAIRS IN WAITING AREA BY FRONT DOOR HAVE BEEN REPLACED BY FIXED BENCHES.

F. MURAL AT EAST END OF DINING AREA NO LONGER VISIBLE.
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B. Statement of Significance

NORM'S LA CIENEGA COFFEE SHOP IS IMPORTANT IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF LOS ANGELES
BECAUSE:

A. IT EXPRESSES THE CULTURAL, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL HISTORY OF LOS ANGELES AND THE
NATION WHEN SUBURBANIZATION AND THE AUTOMOBILE RESHAPED THE NATURE OF
AMERICAN CITY PLANNING AND ARCHITECTURE IN THE POST-WORLD WAR 11 DECADES.

B. ITIS AN EXCELLENT EXAMPLE OF THE CALIFORNIA COFFEE SHOP ARCHITECTURAL TYPE,
AND OF THE GOOGIE ARCHITECTURAL STYLE, EXPRESSING SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
MODERN DESIGN.

C. IT IS THE OLDEST REMAINING EXAMPLE OF THE NORM'S DESIGN, ARMET AND DAVIS' FIRST
APPLICATION OF THE CONCEPT OF ESTABLISHING BRANDING THROUGH ARCHITECTURE,
WHICH BECAME A STANDARD OF THE RESTAURANT INDUSTRY.

D. ASA MAIJOR EXAMPLE OF A MASTER ARCHITECT, ARMET & DAVIS, WHO HELPED TO
DEFINE AND PROMULGATE THIS IMPORTANT SOQUTHERN CALIFORNIA ARCHITECTURAL
TYPE THROUGHOUT THE NATION.

NORM'S LA CIENEGA COFFEE SHOP IS AN EXCELLENT AND NOW RARE EXAMPLE OF THE
CALIFORNIA COFFEE SHOP TYPE, AND OF THE GOOGIE STYLE, AND OF THE ARCHITECTURE OF



ARMET AND DAVIS, MASTER ARCHITECTS WHO PLAYED A MAJOR ROLE IN DEVELOPING AND
DISSEMINATING THAT STYLE AND TYPE THROUGHOUT NORTH AMERICA. NORM'S CAR-
ORIENTED DESIGN AND ITS MODERN ARCHITECTURE REPRESENT A PERIOD IN LOS ANGELES
HISTORY OF GROWTH AND TECHNOLOGICAL OPTIMISM, WHEN THE ADVANTAGES AND LOOK
OF MODERNISM WERE MADE AVAILABLE TO THE AVERAGE CITIZEN IN THE BUILDINGS OF
EVERYDAY LIFE. IT WAS BUILT IN 1956 AND OPENED IN 1957, ITS STRUCTURAL ENGINEER
WAS RICHARD BRADSHAW, WHO ALSO ENGINEERED THE THEME BUILDING AT LAX AND
MANY OTHER NOTEWORTHY STRUCTURES.

FROM 1945-1965, THE CALIFORNIA COFFEE SHOP, A NEW RESTAURANT TYPE AND A NEW
ARCHITECTURAL STYLE, DEVELOPED IN SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA IN RESPONSE TO THE
RETURN OF PROSPERITY, THE GROWTH OF POPULATION, AND THE SPREAD OF SUBURBIA AS
IT BECAME A DOMINANT URBAN TREND FOLLOWING WORLD WAR 1.

COMPARED WITH THE DINERS AND DRIVE-INS OF THE PRE-WAR PERIOD, THE CALIFORNIA
COFFEE SHOP WAS A LARGER, MORE COMFORTABLE YET STILL REASONABLY PRICED
RESTAURANT WITH INDOOR SEATING, LARGER MENU, AND A STYLISH CONTEMPORARY
DESIGHN.

ARMET & DAVIS WERE MAJOR FIGURES IN DEFINING THE CALIFORNIA COFFEE SHOPS IN THIS
PERIOD, AND CONTRIBUTED SIGNIFICANTLY TO DEVELOPING THE GOOGIE STYLE OF
ARCHITECTURE. GOOGIE WAS AMODERN STYLE EMPHASIZING NEW MATERIALS AND OPEN
SPATIAL CONFIGURATIONS, MODERN ENGINEERING, IMAGERY, AND LANDSCAPING. ITS
FORMS ALSQO REFLECTED THE FUNCTIONS OF COMMERCE AND ADVERTISING. THE INFLUENCE
OF THE ORGANIC MODERN CONCEPTS OF FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT ARE SEEN IN ASPECTS OF
GOOGIE DESIGN, INCLUDING THE CONTRASTS OF RUGGED NATURAL MATERIALS (BRICK,
STONE) WITH SLEEK TECHNOLOGICAL MATERIALS {PLASTICS, STAINLESS STEEL, FORMICA),
AND THE SPACES AND LANDSCAPING THAT FLOW EASILY FROM INTERICOR TO EXTERIOR.

THE GOOGIE STYLE DEVELOPED AFTER WORLD WAR Il FROM LOS ANGELES' DRIVE-IN
ARCHITECTURE OF THE 19205 AND 1930S. MANY ARCHITECTS CONTRIBUTED TO ITS
EVOLUTION, INCLUDING JOHN LAUTNER, MARTIN STERM, JR., WAYNE MCALLISTER, SMITH
AND WILLIAMS, DOUGLAS HONNOLD, AND A. QUINCY JONES. ARMET AND DAVIS WERE THE
MOST PROUIFIC IN USING THE STYLE.

THE STYLE'S COMMON ELEMENTS, AS ENUMERATED ABOVE, BEGAN TO EMERGE, ESPECIALLY
IN THE WORK OF ARMET & DAVIS. THE FIRST BUILDING TO INCORPORATE ALL THESE
ELEMENTS IS GENERALLY RECOGNIZED TO BE ARMET AND DAVIS' FIRST NORMS {1955) AT
8511 FIGUEROA (NOW DEMOLISHED), WHICH WAS SIMILAR TO THE SECOND, AT 470 LA
CIENEGA,

THESE ELEMENTS REFLECTED THE STRONGLY INNOVATIVE MODERN ARCHITECTURE
CULTURE OF LOS ANGELES IN THE MIDCENTURY. THE OPEN, FLOWING PLAN AND LARGE
GLASS WINDOW WALLS REFLECT MODERNISM'S REIECTION OF THE TRADITIONAL BOX AND



ITS BLENDING OF INDOORS AND QUTDOORS; NORM'S LA CIENEGA HAS A DISTINCT FEELING
OF SPACIDUSNESS BECAUSE OF THIS, THE FUNCTION OF ADVERTISING WAS INTEGRATED
INTQ THE ARCHITECTURE WITH THE NEON SIGN ECHOING THE SHAPE OF THE ROOF, AND
THE GLASS WALLS THAT PUT THE APPEALING COLOR, LIGHT AND ACTIVITY OF THE
RESTAURANT ON VIEW TO PASSING MOTORISTS. THE ARCHITECTURE ALSC MAXIMIZED THE
VISIBILITY OF THE BUILDING AT NIGHT THROUGH INTEGRATED LIGHTING, AND THE
INCLUSION OF THE BROAD TILTED CEILING PLANE, ILLUMINATED BY REFLECTED LIGHT,
WHICH CAUGHT THE EYE OF MOTORISTS. THESE FORMS AND SPACES ARE ALL UNIFIED AS A
DESIGN BY THE COORDINATED COMPOSITION OF OBLIQUE LINES AND PLANES IN FORM AND
DETAIL. ARCHITECT HELEN FONG, A MEMBER OF ARMET AND DAVIS' STAFF, DESIGNED
MANY OF THE INTERIOR ELEMENTS, INCLUDING SEATING AND COORDINATING DESIGN
ELEMENTS.

THE CHAIN OF NORM'S COFFEE SHOPS WAS STARTED BY RESTAURATEUR NORMAN
ROYBARK. HE OPERATED A NORM'S RESTAURANT ON SUNSET WEST OF VINE WHEN HE
DECIDED TO EXPAND. RESTAURANT KITCHEN EQUIPMENT DESIGNER STAN ABRAMS
RECOMMENDED ARMET AND DAVIS BECAUSE OF THEIR EXPERTISE; SINCE 1950 THEY HAD
DESIGNED A NUMBER OF SUCCESSFUL COFFEE SHOPS, INCLUDING CLOCKS AND HUDDLES.
ABRAMS WORKED CLOSELY WITH ARMET AND DAVIS ON MOST OF THESE, INTEGRATING THE
DESIGN OF THE KITCHEN EQUIPMENT WITH THE ARCHITECTURE IN ONE UNIFIED DESIGN. AS
A DEALER OF MODERN FURNITURE, ABRAMS ALSO RECOMMENDED THE USE OF THE WIRE
CHAIRS DESIGNED BY CHARLES AND RAY EAMES. BECAUSE ROYBARK ENVISIONED A CHAIN
OF RESTAURANTS, HE WANTED A DESIGN WITH A DISTINCTIVE IMAGE, OR BRAND, THAT
COULD BE REPEATED IN EACH RESTAURANT SITE TO HELP ADVERTISE THE CHAIN.

THE IDEA OF BRANDING A CHAIN IN THIS WAY HAD BEEN PIONEERED BY SMALLER DINERS
AND HAMBURGERS STANDS SINCE THE 19208, SUCH AS THE WHITE CASTLE AND WHITE
TOWER CHAINS. ROADSIDE RESTAURANTS, INCLUDING HOWARD JOHNSON'S, USED A
SIMILAR APPROACH SINCE THE 1930S. AFTER WORLD WAR If, THE BIFF'S CHAIN OF DINERS
USED A DISTINCTIVE MODERN PROTOTYPE DESIGN BY ARCHITECT DOUGLAS HONNOLD; THIS
IDEA BECAME POPULAR, AND INFLUENCED ROYBARK, AS WELL AS THE MCDONALD
BROTHERS IN THEIR CHAIN OF SMALL HAMBURGER STANDS {THEIR FIRST PROTOTYPE WAS
BUILT IN 1953}, AND ROBERT PETERSON FOR HIS JACK IN THE BOX CHAIN AT THE SAME
TIME.

NORM'S WAS ONE OF THE FIRST CALIFORNIA CHAINS TO APPLY THE BRANDING CONCEPT TO
A LARGER, SIT-DOWN RESTAURANT. PREVIOUSLY, COFFEE SHOP CHAINS SUCH AS BOB'S BIG
BOY TYPICALLY COMMISSIONED CUSTOM DESIGNS FOR EACH RESTAURANT IN ITS CHAIN;
THE CUSTOM DESIGNS {OFTEN BY ARCHITECTS WHO ALSO DESIGNED UPSCALE
RESTAURANTS) HELPED TO CONVEY THAT THE QUALITY OF THE COFFEE SHOP HAD MORE IN
COMMON WITH A FANCY RESTAURANT THAN WITH A SMALL DINER. THE CONCEPT OF
USING PROTOTYPES, HOWEVER, PROVIDED GOOD ADVERTISING, AND REDUCED DESIGN
AND CONSTRUCTION COSTS; ARMET AND DAVIS WOULD GO ON TO DESIGN GOOGIE-STYLE
PROTOTYPES FOR DENNY'S AND BOB'S BIG BOY. THE PROTOTYPE BECAME AN INDUSTRY



STANDARD

ARMET AND DAVIS DESIGNED A TOTAL OF EIGHT NORM'S: 8511 S. FIGUEROA (1955); 470 LA
CIENEGA AT ROSEWOOD (1957); LA CIENEGA AND WASHINGTON, CULVER CITY {1956); EL
SEGUNDO AND CRENSHAW, HAWTHORNE (1957); SUNSET AND VERMONT (1957); 2500 E.
SLAUSON, HUNTINGTON PARK (1959); PACIFIC COAST HIGHWAY AND LONG BEACH BLVD., LONG
BEACH (1959); AND 4410 W. CENTURY BLVD, INGLEWOOD (1960.)

ONCE WIDESPREAD IN LOS ANGELES, APPROXIMATELY EIGHT GOOGIE RESTAURANTS REMAIN
TODAY IN THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES, MOST ALTERED IN SOME WAY: NORM'S LA CIENEGA,
JOHNIE'S AT WILSHIRE AND FAIRFAX, PANN'S ON LA TIJERA, ASTRO'S ON FLETCHER, CORKY'S
ON VAN NUYS, HOLIDAY BOWL ON CRENSHAW, KERRY'S ON VENTURA, AND THE WICH
STAND ON SLAUSON, OF THESE, NORM'S LA CIENEGA AND PANN'S RETAIN THE HIGHEST
INTEGRITY.

OF THE ORIGINAL EIGHT NORM'S BY ARMET AND DAVIS BUILT BETWEEN 1955 AND 1960,
ONLY THE LA CIENEGA AND HUNTINGTON PARK RESTAURANTS ARE INTACT TODAY; BOTH
REMAIN IN OPERATION AS NORM'S.

Architect

THE ARCHITECTURE FIRM OF LOUIS ARMET (1914-1981) AND ELDON DAVIS (1917-2011) WAS
HIGHLY INFLUENTIAL IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE GOOGIE STYLE AND THE CALIFOBNIA
COFFEE SHOP. FROM 1950 INTO THE 19608, ARMET & DAVIS BUILT MORE THAN TWENTY-
FIVE CUSTOM DESIGNED GOQGIE-STYLE COFFEE SHOPS IN LOS ANGELES. THEY ALSO
DESIGNED SEVERAL PROTOTYPE COFFEE SHOPS WHICH WERE REPEATED IN MULTIPLE SITES.

ARMET (BORN IN 5T. LOUIS, MO} AND DAVIS (BORN IN ANACONDA, WA} METAS STUDENTS
AT THE USC SCHOOL OF ARCHITECTURE; ARMET GRADUATED IN 1939, DAVIS IN 1942, USC
HAD A STRONG MODERNIST CURRICULUM AT THIS TIME; WELL KNOWN MODERNISTS SUCH
AS RICHARD NEUTRA, CALVIN STRAUB, AND WHITNEY SMITH TAUGHT THERE.

AFTER WORLD WAR 11, BOTH ARCHITECTS WORKED WITH SPAULDING AND REX, A NOTABLE
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA FIRM, AS WELL AS WITH OTHER ARCHITECTS. THEY FORMED THEIR
PARTNERSHIP IN 1947. THE FIRM [TODAY KNOWN AS ARMET, DAVIS & NEWLOVE) DESIGNED
A WIDE VARIETY OF BUILDINGS, INCLUDING SCHOOLS, CHURCHES, BANKS, CUSTOM
RESIDENCES, APARTMENTS, MOTELS, SHOPPING CENTERS, AND BOWLING ALLEYS. THEY
PUBLICIZED THEIR WORK IN INSTITUTIONAL AND PROFESSIONAL MAGAZINES, AND THIS
ATTENTION HELPED THEM BECOME WELL ESTABLISHED. THE FIRM BECAME WIDELY
IDENTIFIED WITH THE CALIFORNIA COFFEE SHOP TYPE THROUGH SUCH ARTICLES IN THE
JOURNALS OF THE RESTAURANT INDUSTRY.

THE TWO PARTNERS DIVIDED DESIGN AND SUPERVISION OF THEIR PROJECTS BETWEEN
THEMSELVES, AND HIRED A LARGE AND TALENTED STAFF TO DESIGN THEIR PROJECTS.
AMONG THEIR LONG-TIME EMPLOYEES WERE HELEN LIU FONG (WHO WORKED ON NORM'S



LA CIENEGA), LEE LINTON, AND VICTOR NEWLOVE.

ARMET & DAVIS' FIRST COFFEE SHOP IN THIS MODERN STYLE WAS CLOCKS IN INGLEWQOD IN
1951. THEY HAD BEEN TRAINED IN MODERN DESIGN AT USC ARCHITECTURE SCHOOL; NOW
THEY APPLIED THOSE CONCEPTS TO TH DEMANDS OF COMMERCIAL RESTAURANTS. THEIR
CLIENTS INCLUDED MANY OF THE MEMBERS OF THE CLOSE-KNIT FRATERNITYOFLOSANGELES
RESTALRATEURS. LIKE THEIR FIRST NORM'S ON FIGUEROA, ROMEQ'S TIMES SQUARE (LATER
RENAMED JOHNIE'S) AT WILSHIRE AND FAIRFAX WAS BUILT IN 1955, FOLLOWED BY HOLLY'S
{1956), STANLEY BURKE'S {LATER CORKY'S AND THE LAMPLIGHTER, 1957}, PANN'S {1958},
WICHSTAND {1958), CONRAD'S (NOW ASTROQ'S, 1958), PENGUIN (1953), SHIPS LA CIENEGA
{1967), SEVERAL HUDDLE RESTAURANTS, THE OTHER NORM'S, AND OTHER COFFEE SHOPS. BY
1960, THE SUCCESS OF SUCH COFFEE SHOPS ACROSS THE NATION ENCOQURAGED TWO
GROWING RESTAURANT CHAINS, DENNY'S AND BOB'S BIG BQY, TO HIRE ARMET & DAVIS TO
DEVELOP PROTOTYPE RESTAURANT DESIGNS WHICH COULD BE BUILT, WITH MINIMAL
CHANGES TO THE PLAN, IN MANY LOCATIONS AT A COST SAVINGS. THESE TWO CHAINS
HELPED SPREAD ARMET & DAVIS' ARCHITECTURE ACROSS THE COUNTRY.

Recognition

CRITIC/HISTORIAN REYNER BANHAM SPECIFICALLY DISCUSSED THE GOOGIE STYLE AND
CALIFORNIA COFFEE SHOPS IN HIS SEMINAL BOOK LOS ANGELES: THE ARCHITECTURE OF
FOUR ECOLOGIES (1971, P 118). NORM'S LA CIENEGA WASINCLUDED AS ANOTABLE
EXAMPLE OF THE STYLE IN GOOGIE: FIFTIES COFFEE SHOP ARCHITECTURE (CHRONICLE
BOOKS, 1985) BY ALAN HESS, ABOOK WHICH HELPED LAUNCH A REASSESSMENT OF THE
ROLE OF THE CALIFORNIA COFFEE SHOP IN THE HISTORY OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
MODERN ARCHITECTURE. EXAMPLES OF ARMET & DAVIS’ AND JOHN LAUTNER'S GOOGIE
COFFEE SHOPS WERE INCLUDED IN THE GETTY MUSEUM’S EXHIBIT "LOS ANGELES
ARCHITECTURE 1940-1990" IN 2013.

NORM'S LA CIENEGA ALSO PLAYED A ROLE IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF LOS ANGELES' ART IN
THE 19605, WHEN POP ART (DRAWING SUBJECTS FROM POPULAR CULTURE) WAS
EMERGING. NORM'S LA CIENEGA IS DEPICTED IN ARTIST ED RUSCHA'S PAINTING “"NORM’S,
LA CIENEGA, ON FIRE" (1964.} RUSCHA'S USE OF A RECOGNIZABLE GOOGIE CAR-ORIENTED
BUILDING DEMONSTRATES THE WAY IN WHICH NORM'S ARCHITECTURE EMBODIED
CENTRAL ELEMENTS IN THE CULTURE OF LOS ANGELES IN THAT PERIOD.

Bibliography:

ARMT AND DAVIS PROJECT LIST

BANHAM, REYNER, LOS ANGELES: THE ARCHITECTURE OF FOUR ECOLOGIES (PENGUIN, 1971)

HESS, ALAN, GOOGIE REDUX: ULTRAMODERN ROADSIDE ARCHITECTURE (CHRONICLE BOOKS,
2004)

HESS, ALAN, GOOGIE: FIFTIES COFFEE SHOP ARCHITECTURE (CHRONICLE BOOKS, 1985}

LACHER, IRENE, “NEON RHAPSODY: A ‘508 CLASSIC IS FLASHING L.A. AGAIN” LA TIMES
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West Fagade. Photographer: Hunter Kerhart, taken December 2014




South and East Facades. Photographer: Hunter Kerhart, taken December 2014
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North and West Facade. Photographer: Hunter Kerhart, tait€n De mber 2014
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Detail of West Facade., Ph JGEIEBLITSE TN CId Gl Brt, taken December 2014




Photographer: Hunter Kerhart, taken December 2014




d “uSIS s,WIoN jo [iejag




P e s
2 S, PIRSENIES
. Lo 1 R e el

d9juny i1aydesdoloyd ‘aauesjuy ulely pue apeded yinos jo jie1aqg




)
=

A '%‘"
PT0Z 12quaiaq ua)e} ‘eysa)y iajuny :2aydessdoloyd 1ousu)




#102Z 12quuanag uajes ‘Jeyla) Jaauny aydessoloyd 1oliajuj




107 19quianag uayel ‘weysay Jajunyiaydesdoloyd "usis s,WUON Jo |18




A TR ELINERERIEVISESVENFE MR un i uaydei8ojoyd "sapedey 3sap pue y :_nmwa_, |te13g




F‘ v
-
7 e
=
TS

> F A i
% X
| A
y 1 ) 1
I !E

pI0Z 13GLUIAdaq Uy e} ‘Leyiay 133un LAl éiﬁoloqd “apede4 qmds?o i;e';aq‘

.




Collection, Circa1980s
Y el

bl




‘1 |
[ 11
|

SRR !,ll._.ti IORRRRIR T .

i o

2o J L"h, =

f dei8ojoyd ‘udig s ulion




Q
L)
S
o
| X
3
|
. 4
=)
3
o
b
o
£
o
(]
A
ab
]
i
Q
~ =
o




PERTY ADRRESOES

City of Los Angeles
Department of City Planning

12/23/2014

PARCEL PROFILE REPORT

AddressiLegal information

470 W LA CIENEGA BLVD PiN Number 14481473 1188
[ottParcel Area {Calculated) 5,356.4 (sqft)
ZIP CODES Thomas Brothers Grid FAGE 592 - GRID J7
80048 Assassor Parcel No, (APN) 5514001001
Teact TR 4353
RECENT ACTIVITY Map Relerence M B 74-25(26
None Biock 1
Lot 2
CASE HUMBERS Arbs (Lot Cut Refarence) Mone
CPC-30642 Map Sheet 1418173
CPC-23814 Jurisdictional Infarmation
ORD-1635805 Commurity Plan Area Wilghire
ORD-142787-00U-170 Arga Planning Commission Cenlral
NO-8§3-13-HD Heighborhood Coungll Mid Oy Wesl
Council District CD 5« Paul Korelz
Census Tract # 1945.00
LADBS District Office Los Angeles Metro
Planning and Zoning Information
Special Notes Mone
Zoning C2-1VL-O
Zoning Information (21} Noene

General Plan Land Uss
Genersl Plan Foolnate(s)

Neighborhood Office Commercial
Yes

Hillzide Area (Zoning Coda} Na
Baseline Hillside Ordinance Mo
Baseline Mansionization Ordinance bo
Specific Plan Area None
Spacial Land Use { Zoning Mo
Design Review Board Na
Historic Preservation Rewview He
Historic Preservation Qverlay Zone Mane
Other Historic Designations None
Dther Historic Survey Informatior: Hone
bilis Act Contract None
POD - Pedestrian Orented Districts None
COQO - Communily Design Overioy None
NSO - Neighborhood Stabilization Overlay Mo
Streetscape Mo
Sign District Mo
Adaptive Reuse Incentive Amea None
CRA - Community Redevelopmernt Agency None
Central City Parking No
Downtown Parking heo
Building Line Mone
500 Ft School Zone Active: Rosewond Elementary School
500 Ft Park 2Zone Na

This seport is subject 1o the ferms aad conditions Bs set Torth on the website. For more details, please refer to the terms and condilions al 2imas lacity.org
{*» APN Area is provided "5 is” from 1he Los Angeles County's Public Werks. Flood Contrel, Benefit Assessment,

zimas.lacity.org | cityplanning.lacity.org



Assessor Information
Assassor Parcel No. (APN)
APN Area {Co. Public Works)'
Use Code

5514001001
0.042 {ac}

2100 - Restaurant Lounge Tavern

Assessed Land Val. $803,729
Assessed Improvement Val, $232,546
Last Owner Change /D809
Last Sale Amoum $0
Tax Rate Area 398
Deed Ref No. (Cily Clerk) 7-488
493557
373232
2075010
2026128
1541120
132825860
1023
Bisliding 1

Year Bullt 1956

Number of Unils 4]

Humber of Bedrooms [¢]

Number of Bathrooms (4]

Building Square Foatage 5,200.0 (sq f}
Building 2

Year Built 1956

Number of Units Q

Mumber of Bedrooms 0

Nurmber of Bathrooms 0

Building Snuare Footage 5,200.0 {55 01}
Building 3

Year Built 1956

Building Ciass CX

Humber of Uniis (]

Number of Bedrooms Q

Humber of Bathrooms 1]

Building Square Foolage 4.817.0 (sq ft)
Building 4 Np data for bullding 4
Building 5 No data for building 5
Additional Information
Airport Hazard None
Coastal Zone None
Farmiand Arga Mot Mappad
Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone Ne
Fire Districi No. 1 No
Flood Zone Mane
Watercoursa MNes
Hazardous Waste / Border Zone Properties No
Methane Hazard Sile Methane Buffer Zone
High Wind Vedocily Areas Ne
Special Grading Area (BOE Basic Grid Map A- No
13372}
Ol Welis None
Seismic Hazards
Agtive Faull Near-3Saurce Zone

Nearast Fault {Distance in km) 1.64665152

This report is sutject 1 tha terms and conditions as sat fortn on the website. For more details, please refer 1o the termss and conditions at 2mas. laaity.amg
"} « APN Area Is provided “os is” from the Los Angales County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment,

zimaslacity.org | cityplanning.lacity.org



Nearest Fauilt {(Name)
Region
Fault Type
Slip Rate (mmyysar}
Ship Geomelry
Slip Type
Down Dip Width (km)
Ruptura Top
Rupture Baltomn
Dip Angie (degreas)
Maximum Magnitude
Alquist-Priolo Faull Zone
Landslide
Liguefaclion
Tsunami inundation Zane
Ecoromic Development Areas
Business Improvement District
RKRenewal Cornmunity
Revitalization Zone
Siate Enterprise Zone
Slate Enterprise Zone Adjacency
Targeted Neighborhood Initiative
* Public Safety
Police Information
Buraau
Division / Station
Reposting District
. Fire Information
Dwvision
Barallion
[hstrict f Fire Station
Red Flag Restricted Parking

Hollywaood Faull

Transverse Ranges and Los Angeles Basin
8

1.000D00G0

Lef Lateral - Reverse - Obligue
Poarly Constramned
1400000000

0.00000000

13.00000000

70.000000G00

6.40000002

No

(i

Yes

No

Nona
Na
Mone
Nore
No
Mone

Wast
Wilshire
M

18
i1

This report is subject 1o tha lerms and sondibons as gef {onh on the website, For mone details, please refor (o the lerms and conditions 88 Zinas. lacity org

(")« APN Area is provided "85 13" fram e Los Angeles County's Public Warks, Fiood Control, Banefit Assassment.

zimas lacity.org | cityplanning lacity.org



CASE SUMMARIES

Note: liformation for case summaries is relieved from the Planning Depaniment's Pian Case Tracking System (PCTS) database.
Case Number: ND-83-13-HD

Requifed Action{s}: HD-HEIGHT DISTRICY

Projact Descriptions(s)  Data Not Available

DATA NOT AVAILABLE
CPC-30842

CPC-23814

ORD-183505
ORD-142787-0DU170

This report is subject o the lerms and conditions as set farth on the websde, For mora details, plesse refer o the temns and condibong st Zmas. lacity.ang.
{1« APN Acéa is peoided "as is” from the Log Angeles County's Public Works, Fiood Conirol, Benefit Assessment.

zimas lacity.org | cityplanning.lacity.org
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City of Los Angeles
Department of City Planning

APN: 5514001001
PIN # 141B173 1188

Tract: TR 4353

Zoning: C2-1VL-0O
Block: 1 General Plan: Neighborhood Office Commercial
Lot: 2
Arb: None

Birests Copynght (c) Thomas Brothers Maps, e,
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Address: 478 N LA CIENEGA BLVD Tract: TR 4353 Zoning: C2-1VL-O
APN: 5514001001 Block: 1 General Plan: Neighborhood Office Commercial
PIN #: 1418173 1136 Lot: 1

Arh: None

Streats Copyright (¢} Thomas Brothers Maps, inc.










Breakfast

24 HOURS
CHILLED JUICES AND FRUITS

Orange Juice

Grapefruit Juice

Tomateo Juice (Slice of Leman)

Apple Seauce 20 Melba Peaches
Stewad Prunes 20 Kadota Figs

Cream be Extra

CEREALS Served with Creem 30c¢

i5-30
15-25
15-25
20
20

HAM AND EGGS

BACON AND EGGS Tba;f
SAUSAGE AND EGGS fo-d

or
HAMBURGER PATTY
AND EGGS
$1.05

Potatoes

(Lzgs Fried in Pure Cresmery Butter)

L ]
with or without
Hashed Browned

STEAK AND EGGS

1.25

NORM SAYS:
Yry CGuor

PANCAKE SANDWICH

3 Golden Brown Hot Cakes, 2 Ranch Eggs
with Maple or Boysenberry Syrup ond Butter

65¢
(2) EGGS, Potatocs, Toast and Jelly ... .. .. .55
i R
| HOT CAKES ......ccoconnnnn 40
with Hoi Maple or Boysenberiy Syrup and Butter |
|
OLD FASHIONED
BLUEBERRY HOT CAKES 50
wilh Mol Maple or Boysenbeery Syrup and Butier
Order of Bacon or Sausage Patties 45
Ocder (2) Fried Eqgs 40 Order Fried Ham 55
Order Hamburger Petty {Our Own Grind) 40
Toast and Jelly 20 Doughnut 10
Toasted English Muffin, Jelly 20
—oftee Cake, Butter 20

speciall

OLD FASHIOED SOUP OF THE DAY
CLAM CHOWDER 'Friday Only}

NEW YORK STEAK SANDWE
Served « 70 French Friod Potatoes

Special Treat - A Tasty French
PORK TENDERLOIN §

O 2 Tazwres B Topped with Cole Slaw,
and Shced Tomat

A Tasty French Fried VEAL (
C= s Topsied Ben. T2 with Cele Slaw, |
and Sliced Toma

Londontewn HALIBUT FINC

[Farser Seuce Sucved with Cole Slaw, F
Hot Roll and Bud

French Fried JUMBO SHRI
Our Spmcied Seczs Sarve;i wi:lhd(l:ole:j Sé :
ot an

French Fried EASTERN SC!
R e e e e
o ail and Bu

Sea Food COMBINATION P
SHRAG — HALIBUT FINGE

e Spwciel Swsce. Served with Cole Slaw

Het Roll and B
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Cup 15; Bowl 25
Cup 15; Bowl 25

WEICE | .o 65

3 s s .45

% ud Potatoes
ked Beans 85

“harger Size 75

o 1.20

c== Butter

#STFAK .1.30

. 1.50
.70

.1.95

BEERS

Sandwiches

Norm’s Hamburger Sandwich . .48

Full One-Querter Pound, Freshly Sround,
Governmant Graded Beef
Served with Oue Own Bar-8-OQ Sauce, Lettuce, Tormato,
Pickles and Carrot Curls on & Toasted Bun

With Cheese 55

Grilled Nippy Cheese 35
with Bacon or Ham 60

Tuna Salad 50
Bacon and Tomato 55
Lettuce and Tomato 35
Fried Ham . BS

Ham or Bacon and Eggs 60
Peanut Butter and Jelly 30

Bar-B-Q Beef 65
Bar-B-© Ham 65
Fried Egg ) 4 nsis D
American Cheese 35

& TRUE TASTE DELIGHT |
SPECIAL BARBECUE SANDWICH ....... 98
{Grilled in Pure Creamery Butter]
Choice of BEVF or HAM, Served with
Hickory Smeoked Beans and
French Fried Potatoes

SIDE ORDERS

Shoestring Potatoss 25
Hashed Browned Potatoes 25

Hickory Smoked Beans ki
Cole Slaw . 5

Salads

with Toast or Roll
Choice of Danish Bleu or Freach Dressing

Fruit Salsd Bowl with Whipped Cream or Sherbet 75

Pineapple or Peach and Cottage Cheese 65
Tuna Salad, Sliced Lemon 70
Mixed Green Salad with Shrimp 80
Small Mixed Green Dinner Salad 30

Desserts

Cheese Cake 35 Strawberry Shortcake 45
Delicious Assarted Pies 25; with lce Cream 15
Delicious Layer Cake : 25
Colfee 10 Milk or Buttermilk I8
Teas, Hot or lced 15 Heot Chocolate 20

Fountain

mMalted Milk 35
Milk Shake 15
lece Cream Soda 30

Chocolate or Pineapple

Sundae 35

Hot Fudge or

Strawberry Sundae 40
lee Cream (Dish) 20
Coca-Cola 10
Root Beer 19
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Entry for 1Cth Annual Food Servie
Sponsored by ®"Institutions™ Magazine

EORNM*S RESTAULRAGSIT
B511 So. Fipueroa 3t.
Los Angeles, Californis

Fresenied by
Department of Water and Fower
City of Los Angeles

LR A

GERERAL PURPOSE

We wanted a building with an exterior that would
be an advertisement and an invitation to customers,
and an interior that would be an invitation to dine
in congenial surroundinzs. In our opinion these
requirements have beer more than savisfactorily
achieved. In addition we have an 2fficient, working
operation of which we are very proud, and which is
further proven by being highly profitable,” said

Mr. Korman Rovbark, Presldent of Xorm's Restaurant.

For the patron, an attractive atmosphere, both
exterior and interior, has been provided, Excellent
lighting, comfortable arnd flexible seating of three
types, and fast service are Teatures which bdring
back customers.

For the owners, Architects Armet & Davis, topether
with Kitchen Dasigner Stan Abraams, gprovided a
striking and attractive architectural desipgr with
open view glass Tront and excellent lighting to
attract patrons. The equipment was sclected and
installed vo provide maxigun sanitaticn and ease of
cleaning, with step-saving features iy arrangement
and use of equipment to speed service lor low opera-
Lional expense and long life.

Thirty years of restaurant operation sxperience oy
Yr. Roybarx, plus ideas of the Architect and Kitchen
Desipner, were incorporated in the design of this
restaurant tc wmake possible a highly profitable
gperation.




Svecial Features:

Speed of service is made possible by a simple menu
and an efficient layout. Time and motion studies
were used as the basis for placement of egquipment
to save steps and eliminate cross traffic.

Flexible Seating?

Booths and tables provide seating for 69 patrons,
and the counter accommodates 21 patrons, giving a
total of 90 seats. The dining room is easily closed
off during slack periods.

5. SELECTION OF EQUIPMEKRT

As this is the third unit operated by this firm,

many years of actual operating experience have gone
into the selection of each item of equipment. Work-
ability, operation, ease of cleaning and repair were
given consideraticn. A simplified menu, and the use
of frozen and other prepared foods minimize the amount
of equipment required. This eliminates most prepara-
tory work, reduces the amount of working area needed
in the kitchen, and adds to the profit area.

An example of the equipment installed may be noted in
photograph #84 showing the back-bar. The stainless
steel back-bar is mounted on coved terrazo base. The
splayed apron provides knee clearance.

Special Features:

1. Ttefrigerated display case above,

2. PRounded corners, Seamless construction,
recessed door handles.

3. Automatic beverage dispenser.
L. Milk dispenser.

5. Lowerator dish dispenser pre-heats dishes,
cups, and howls.

6. Built-in, heated, roll warmer.

7. Iced tea, hot water for tea, and hot syrup.

8. Automatic coffee maker.
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Jd. SAKITATION

Sanitation was given a great deal of attention in
Lthe designing of this restaurant., To preseni ar
inviting aprearance to diners, speclial attention was
given to e.iminating odors, unsightly rarpase cans,
gnd rubble heaps.




Special

Features:?

1.

™
-

10.

1l.

All trimmings are disposed of in a heavy-
duty waste disposer.

Empty cans are washed over a foot-operated,
hot water spray to remove all food. Cans
are then flattened and stored out of sight
until removed {rom premises.

The entire floor is terrazo covered.
The kitchen walls are tiled,

All equipment is installed on terrazo
islands, where possible. Wheare this isn't
rossible the installation is secured to
the wall, and vLhe legs are removed to
facilitate cleaning.

All stain.ess steel equipment, with coved
and seamless construction and nc protruding
handles.

Terrazo floors ard stainless steel equipment
make steam clearing a simple matter.

Constantls oreratirng eleciric fans create
down drafts oser ail doors and entrances to
keep oul irsects.

lise of elecs"ric cooking eliminates combustion
fumes and greasv by-products.

High efficiercy exhaust system removes cook-
ing odors. UGrease filters on this system
are installed out of patrons' vision,

The grease filters, in addition to being out

of sight, are installed in the wall so that
they can be removed from the rear for service,
with no interference to cooks and no unsightly
appearance to diners as this is a 24-hour
operation. The filters are removed and cleaned
by running them through the dishwashing machine
daily.




Special Features (cont'd.)

12. Complete air conditioning provides the
diner with comfort and eliminates cooking

odors .

The air is exhausted by high

velocity hoods over cooking centers.

13, Dishwashing area has many sanitation features:

(gl

{h)
{i)

Stainless steel tables with rounded
corners and seamless construction.

Tables are supported from the wall
to eliminate legs.

Other equipment is mounted on terrazo
islands. :

Tiled walls, terrazo floor, acoustic
ceiling.

Special exhaust hood for steam over
dishwashing machine.

Note bus box shelf under table for
extra storage of loaded boxes during
rush periods.

Garbage waste disposal and raised
scrap block for parpers, etc.

Fre-rinse,

Rinse-dry~-injector for spot free,
fast drying of dishes.

. 180° F. temperature water for sanitizing

final rinse.

Space for bus carts.

Depressed floor boards with special
drain.

Excellent, high intensicty lighting.




&,

Careful planning to eliminate all hazards.

l. Vinyl floor mat at cook's station is
recessed into floor to prevent tripping.

2. Wood floor boards in dishwashing area are
recessed flush with floor.

3. Use of bus carts and bus boxes.
L. Fire extinguishers at convenient locations.

5. Automatic shut-down of ventilation systen
in case of fire. '

6, Elimination of protruding door handles by
use of recessed drawer pulls, etc.

7. Storage of detergents and cleaning supplies
in janitor's rloset.

F. [ECONOMIC SOUKDNESS

Seven months of actual operation have served to
prove the many factors which were given careful
consideration in planning. Some of these important
factors are:

Exhibition Cocking:

Attracts patrons and increases amount of checks.
Ease of cleaning made possible by the absence of
compustion fumes with electric cooking.

Employee Morale:

Highest employee morale because of excellent working
conditions made possible by having air cenditioning
and excellent equipment with which to work. Employee
meals are unlimited in choice or quantity! Separate
employee dining area.




Limited Menu:

Specializing in a few items has quickly built a
reputation for quality and fast service. Of course
this is reflected in menu prices.

Profitable Operation:

S5ound design and management is refllected in the
exceptional operating statement:

Low labor 208t « + + « » « « 29.2%
FQOd Cost L - - - » ] - - - 1&1 C?:‘g
?I‘Dfib & & & % W ® = W x » % ?aﬁlf?

Proof of soundness in this 150,000 restaurant is
further evidenred by the fact that plans are now
nearly completed for another unit incorporating the
same features existing in this operation.

OTHER FACTORS

Lighting, color, air conditioning, acoustics, and
music were carefully planzed.

Lighting:

There is a colorful, moving, electric sign at the

front of this puilding. General illumination in the
restaurant is from three rows of recessed R-4LU floods
spaced on 6 ft. centers. There are also two rows of
recessed light fixtures on 24™ centers over counters.
Ornamental lighting fixtures are used for decorative

purposes in the dining area.

Following are actual readings of light intensity and
glare-factor taken after & month's operation:




o
»

Average Intensity  Brightness
in Foot Candles in Foot lLamberts

Dining Room L0 2
Counter 5 6
Tables LO &
Entry 55 6
Back-bar Cooking Area 35

Kitchen 35==50 7
Dishwashing 50--60 20
Columns F:58
Plantings 1.5
Color:

Color pattern was given special attention by the
architect, and a "lively" theme was developed, ranging
from light brown to burnt orange for relief. Liberal
use of glass, planters, etc., with the harmonious color
scheme, makes for pleasant dining surroundings.

Music:

Soft background music is provided not only in the dining
areas but in the kitchen as well, for the benefit of
employees.

Air Conditioning:

Complete comfort air conditioning is provided by an
electric, refrigerated system. iHigh velocity, exhaust
hoods are provided over the cooking and dishwashing
areas to remove steam and odors.

Soundproofing:

An acoustic ceiling adds to dining comfort.




ATTRACTIVE ATMOSPHERE
provides pleasant dining backqround
Wise use of color ighting, music and air conditioning

Herible seating - Fables bourfhs pras’ copeerdior

Euhibition cook irg

Excellent lighting designed to
enhance food colors

Seating capacity incrensed by
booths along V-shaped glass woll
and gives diner feeling of privacy
Acoustic ceiling

Booths and counters or raised
coved bases

Terrazo fleor




STAINLESS STEEL BACK-BAR, ROUNDED CORNERS.
SEAMLESS CONSTRUCTION, MOUNTED ON TERRAZO BASE

Splayed apron coustruction pravides Froten food cabinet below Tryers
Im{m ur_"-.]?.?nté all handles recessed. Ajr exhiaust above mokim; areq,
Retiigesated display cose shave qrease fillers installed out of
lomeratar dish dispensers are preheoteg  #7* and serviced from ceor
Toasters on elevated shelf to Electric griddles and fryers
(Rernois wiielk v built-in for sanitation
lowerator bread dspenser Terrazo flocr- has recessed

; g viryl pad {of maiching color)
Rehriqevated whbinet and drowers at cooks siation

under mare up table amt griddie

UNDER COUNTER

WAITRESS SERVICE STATION
Reirigerated storage for salads,
salod dressing on tap.
Electric hot soup confainer
Vinyl covering on shelves coved
and bull-nosed for ease in cleaning
Slanted design fo provide easter
access for woilress
Counters on toised hasses
Terrazo floor.




DISHWASHING AREA
Designed for Efficiency and Sanitation

Stain'ess steel tables and shelves . coved
corngrs Seamless

Secured 1o wa 5 to elirmnate legs

Ra sed co.ed terrazo nases tor equipment
g s ror emsty racks

X gLST ooa over machine

Pre-- mge woaste disposal unit

“ 2L1Or r mgé

Extra shelf for loaded bus boxes during rush

r cor mot recessed in tloor for safety

ﬁ.iq%; intensity 'i;qhimc}

Acoustic ceiling - tiled walls-terraio floor
Space for bus carts
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Wilshire I (ARG)

Individual Resources - 10/15/14 L

Address: 460 N LA CIENEGA BLVD
Name: Norms

Year buiit: 1856

Architectural style: Googie

Context 1:

Context: Architecture and Engineering, 1850-1980

Sub context: LA, Modernism, 1919-1980

Theme: Post-War Modernism, 1946-1976 v

Sub theme: Googie, 1935-1969

Property type: Commercial

Property sub type: HNo Sub-Type

Criteria: c/3/3

Status code: 35:3£5;553

Reason: Excellent example of a Googie style coffee shop in the area. Designed by architects Armet and Daxis,
early and notable practictioners of the Googie style.

Context 2:

Context: Commaercial Development, 1850-1580

Sub context: No Sub-context

Theme: Commercial Identity, 1850-1580

Sub theme: No SubTheme

Property type: Commercial

Property sub type: No Sub-Type

Criteria: Afl/1

Status code: 35;3C5;553

Reason: Significant as the long-term location of the Los Angeles-based coffee shop chain and as the oldest
Norms still in operation. As the business has been in continugus use here since 1956, the Period of
Significance Is left open-ended.

Address: 1479 5 LA CIENEGA BLVD

Name: Motel Grand

Year built: 1947

Architectural style: Commercial, Vernacular, Moderne, Streamline

Context 1:

Context: Commercial Development, 1850-1580
Sub context: No Sub-context

Theme: Motels, 1925-1970

Sub theme: No SubTheme

Property type: Commercial - Lodging

ot bagntas '. =
= ¢
o v Page 29 0of 93 Copyright € 2011



Commercial Development, 1850-1980

CONTEXT: Commercial Development, 1850-1980
SUB CONTEXT: No Sub-context

THEME: Commercial identity, 1850-1980

SUB THEME: No SubTheme

PROPERTY TYPE: Cornmercial

PROPERTY SUB TYPE: Mo Sub-Type

GEOGRAPHIC LOCATION  |[Citywide

AREA OF SIGNIFICANCE Commerce: Ethnic History; Social History
CRITERIA Af1/1

PERIOD OF SIGNIFICAMCE |1850 - 1980

ELIGIBILITY STANDARDS:

Is associated with a business that made important contributions to commercial growth
and development

More research needed

No Eligibility Standards checked

|Resource does not meet Eligibility Standards

Was the founding location of, or the long-term location of, a business significant in

|commercial history

CHARACTER
DEFINING/ASSQCIATIVE
FEATURES:

For the National Register, property must possess exceptional importance if less than 50
years of age

May also contribute to the social and cultural history of Los Angeles

May be associated with a business/corporation that has gained regional or national
importance

May be associated with ethnic, cultural, women's or LGBT groups

May feature iconic corporate designs, logos and signs

May have particular significance for its association with a neighborhood or community
in Los Angeles

May have served as a prototype for other buildings and locations

More research needed

No CDFs/Associative Features checked

Resource does not retain sufficient COFs/Associative Features

Retains most of the essential physical features from the period of significance

Was the founding location of a business significant in commercial history

Was the long-term location of a business significant in commerical history

INTEGRITY
CONSIDERATIONS:

Setting may have changed (surrounding buildings and land uses)

Should retain integrity of Location, Design, Feeling, Materials and Association

4 of 85 Printed: 12/31/2013




Architecture and Engineering, 1850-1980

CONTEXT: Architecture and Engineering, 1850-1980
SUB CONTEXT: LA Modernism, 1919-1980

THEME: Post-War Maodernism, 1946-1976

SUB THEME: [Googie, 1935-1968

'PROPERTY TYPE: Commercial

PROPERTY SUB TYPE: | No Sub-Type

GEOGRAPHIC LOCATION | Citywide, typically occur along commercial corridors, particularly those developed in
the post WW!i-era

'AREA OF SIGNIFICANCE | Architecture

CRITERIA B T O R e b e T )
PERIOD OF SIGNIFICANCE [1935 - 1969

ELIGIBILITY STANDARDS: |Exhibits quality of design through distinctive features

L. : ___|ls a good example of the Googie architecture style
Was constructed during the period of significance
_|Mare research needed ,
|Resource does not meet Eligibility Standards
No Eligibility Standards checked

CHARACTER More research needed
DEFINING/ASSOCIATIVE
FEATURES:

No COFs/Associative Features checked
Resource does not retain sufficient CDFs/Associative Features
Building forms may display sharp angles and sweeping curves
Commaon building types include coffee shops, car washes, service stations, motels,
”c‘irive—ins, and bowling alleys
Dramatic rooflines, including butterfly, folded plate {zig-zag), dome and cantilever

Extensive use of glass, such as floor-to-ceiling plate glass windows

For the National Register, property must possess exceptional importance if lass than
50 years of age

May include natural features such as rocks, palm trees and other plantings

Often incorporates applied details, including neon signage and geometric
ornamentation

Retains most of the essential character-defining featuras from the period of
significance ,

Variety of materials, including stucco, brick, stone, wood

INTEGRITY Extant examples of Googie are relatively rare, therefore a greater degree of
CONSIDERATIONS: |alteratians or fewer cha racte r«dgfinivgg‘fgg!g{gs_ ‘may be accept @?ngww }

Qriginal quw@scapinﬁ may have been altered or removed
Original use may have changed
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Architecture and Engineering, 1850-1980

§Should retain integrity of Location, Design, Materials, Workmanship, and Feeling

E
F

Signage may have been altered
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