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1. Declare the subject property a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los Ange!es 
Administf:ative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171. 7. 

2. Adopt the staff report and findings. 
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FINDINGS 

• The property ''reflects the broad cultural, economic, or social' history of the nation, State 
or community,p as the long-term location of Norm's, the [ocally-based coffee shop chain 
that contributed to the commercial and social identity of Los Angeles. 

• The property embodies .. the distinguishing characteristics of .an architectural type 
specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style or method of construction" as 
an example of the Googie style. 

• The property is •a notable work of a master builder, designer or archi!ect whose 
individual genius influenced his age, fl due to its design by the architects Armet and 
Davis. 

CRJTERIA 

The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cuUural monument 
as any site (including significant trees or other pfant life located thereon) building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles . such as historic structures 
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community 
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important 
events in the main currents of national , State or local history or which embody the distinguishing 
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style 
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose 
individual genius influenced his age. 

SUMMARY 

Built in 1956, Norm's La Cienega Coffee Shop is a Googie style structure designed that has 
remained in continuous operation since its opening. The structure has a rectangular plan, 
incorporating a kitchen on the northeast side and a dining area wrapped around the south and 
west sides. The l~shaped counter separates the exposed kitchen area from the customers. The 
interior floor is terrazzo with chips of cotor that match the architectural palette. 

The exterior of the building exhibits many character-defin ing features of the Googie style, 
including: 

• Cantilevered roofHne 
• Building forms display sharp angles and sweeping curves 
• Custom designed neon signage integrated within the architecture 
• large glass window wills connect interior and exterior 
• Use of natural materials contrasting with modern technological materials 
• "Garden-like" landscaping surrounding brick walls connect modem structure to the earth. 
• An exhibition kitchen that makes the function of the kitchen on display as part of the 

architecture of the restaurant. 

The subject property was designed by architects Louis Armet and Eldon Davis, earfy and 
significant practitioners of the Googie style. Other designs by these architects include: 

• Kerry's Coffee Shop (now Mel's) (1953), Sherman Oaks, CA. 
• Johnie's Coffee Shop (1956), Los Angeles . CA. HCM #1045 
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• Ship's Restaurant (1956), demolished 1fJ96t Los Angeles, CA 
• Holiday Bowl (1958). partially demolished 2007, Los Angeles, CA. HCM #688 
• Panr~'s Coffee Shop (1958), Los Angeles, CA 
• Penguin Coffee Shop {now Westem Dental) (1959), Santa Monica. CA, 

DISCUSSION 

Norm's La Cienega Coffee Shop successfully meets three of the specified Historic-Cultural 
Monument criteria: 1) wreftects the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, 
State or community,• 2} embodies "the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type 
specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style or method of construction,~ and 3) is 
"a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose individual genius influenced his 
age." As the long~term location of the Los Angeles-based coffee shop chain, Norm's, and as its 
oldest shop still in operation, the subject property reflects the region's cultural h!story by 
representing a significant commercial identity within Southern California. Also, the design of the 
property reflects the changing aesthetic qualities of popular art and architecture as preferences 
changed to demand more modern forms and materials in the Post-World War n era. The 
subject property is an architectural specimen of the Googie style due to its character defining 
features and period of significance. The original architectural firm, Armet and Davis, is 
recognized as a master architectural firm in Los Angeles for its contribution of designs which 
are overwhelmingly identified as architectural type specimens in the Googie style. 

CAU.fORNfA ENVIRONMENTALQUAUTY ACT {"CE.QA"l FINDINGS 

State of California CEQA Guidelines, Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 "consists of actions 
taken by regulatory agencies~ as authorized by state or local ordinance, to assure the 
maintenance, restoration, enhancement, or protection of the environment where the regulatory 
process involves procedures for protection of the environment." 

State of Cafifomia CEQA Guidelines Article 19, Section 15331 , Class 31 "consists of projects 
limited to maintenance, repair, stabilization, rehabilitation, restoration, preservation, 
conservation or reconstruction of historicaJ resources in a manner consistent with the Secretary 
of the Interior's Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for 
Preserving, Rehabilitating, Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic buildings. fl 

The designation of Norm's La Cienega Coffee Shop as a Historic~Coltural Monument in 
accordance with Chapter 9, Article 1, of The City of Los Angeles Administrative Code ('"lAAC~) 
will ensure that future construction activities involving the subject property are regulated in 
accordance with Section 22.171.14 of the LAAC. The purpose of the designation is to prevent 
significant impacts to a Historic-Cultural Monument through the application of the standards set 
forth in the LAAC. Without the regulation imposed by way of the pending designation, the 
historic significance and integrity of the subject property could be lost through incompatible 
alterations and new construction and the demolition of irreplaceable historic structures. The 
Secretary of the Interior's Standards of Rehabilitation are expressly incorporated into the LMC 
and provide standards concerning the historically appropriate construction activities which wiU 
ensure the continued preservation of the subject property. 

The use of Categorical Exemption Class 8 in connection with the proposed designation is 
consistent with the goals of maintaining, restoring, enhancing, and protecting the environment 
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through the imposition of regulations designed to prevent the degradation of Historic-Cultural 
Monuments. 

The use of Categorical Exemption Class 31 fn -connection with the proposed designation is 
consistent with the goals relating to the preservation, rehabilitation, restoration and 
reconstruction of Historic buildings in a manner consistent with the Secretary of the Interior's 
Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for Preserving Rehabilitating, 
Restoring. and Reconstructing Historic Buildings, 

BACKGROUND 

On January 15tn, 2015 the Cultural Heritage Commission took the property under consideration 
with a Commission~lnitiated Motion_ On January 29th, a subcommittee of the Commission 
consisting of Commissioners Barron and Irvine toured the property accompanied by a staff 
person from the Office of Historic Resources. 
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HISTC RIC -(ULTURAL MONUfVlENT 
NOMINATION FORM 

1. PltOPERTV IDENT.FICATION 

Ptoposed Monu~ru Name Norm's La, Cienega Coffee !:~hop 

1 Other A$SQ(iated Names: 
I 
j--

Street Addre~s 470 La Cienega 

R<tnge of Addresse~ on f'ropeny: 

Tr<~cto TR 4353 

I ldentificalio rl cont'd: 

Ztp: 90048 Coun,. OMrtct 5 

~ Commun•tv Na~ : Mid City West 

~-~- --1 81ock:-;·~ - T Lot·--2- ---~--; 

I Pwposed Monument · I 
Propeny Type: • !l-ulldtnf Structure Object 

t Describe any addl.bonOtl resoun:es- loeated on the pmpenv to bi! wcru.ned In the nomination, here: 

Site/Open s~ce Natural 
rce.lrure 

[--- --- ____ j 
2. CONSTRUCTION HISTORY & CURRENT STATUS 

e Factual Th~atened? P!lvate ~lopment 

ArchltectJDesigner: Armet and Davis (Helen fon&l; Staii ~ram~ Contractor~ 

Ortgmal Use: Coffee shop _____________ ! Present Use: Coffe-e shop 

h the Propos-ed Monumt!nt on ItS Or!clna! ~? • Yes :N:11 tuplaln in .section 7) Unknown (apldlll •rnectlon 7) 

3. :5'1"VLE & M:lTEfUAlS 

I Stories: 1 I Plan Shape: Rl!ctangUia.r 
-------------~------~--~--

PRIMAfi.Y SECONDARY' 

[ A t:hlt:e ural Style: Googi~ 
L FEATURE 

CONSTRUCTION 1ype: wooo --~1 
ClA:001NG Mil terli!-1: Gfa~s skin 

[ ly~: Comblnation I 
ROOF I Material : 

- ..__,_'"'"-_ 

I J 
Rolled a spha It 

r ---------
I I Type : FIO<Jf'·to·Celli~g 

r 
NDOW~ 

I ' Material: Aluminum 

I Typt· 

t · rial; Sele<t 1 
l 

ENTRY Style; Corner 

DOOR ' Tvpoe , Gla.~s 
I 

fype : Select J 
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OMINATION FORM 

4. ALTERATION HISTORY 

Us! date .lnd wut~ a brief oescnption of any maJor alterartons or addlnon~ nus sec non mily <~ls;o oe completed on a separate document 
Include copies of permits tn the nommation packeL Make sure to li~t any major alterations. fot" whlcll there Me no pe-r~t~. a~ well 

See "Proposed Monument Description" and "Statement of Significance" pages 

S. EltltSTING HtSTORIC RESOURCE IOENTinCATION (If known) 

L 
formaUyc determ~ned ehg!ble lor th ~ NanonaJ and/or Cahfornta Rell•Ste~ 

~oated .n an Histor•c Presear~tion Overlay Zona (HPOZ) 

Determined eligible for national, uate, or Jocal landmark 
status. by a11 h•stollc res.ource.s survey(:s) 

5v 

I 

Co11tributing feilture 

Non-contributing feature 

6. APPLICA8LE HtSTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT CRmRIA 

../ Reilects the broad <ultural, economtc, or s.otral htstory or tht ~non, state or commLmity 

Js Identified with hlstonc personages or wi~h lftlp.Drtam E'llr.mts in 111! m;un Cllfr~tnll al national, s-tate. or loc-a l o~r:ory 

fmbod)U 1~ d istinguisrng ~haractenstic~ of an archttecturaJ.ty~re specimen. lnberentl'!' V)lllabl!!- for study of 
a ~nod, style . or metnod of constructiOn 
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J1, WRmEN STATEMENTS 

This se,tion allows you to discuss ot lengrll the significance of the proposed monument and why it shoula be 
designated on Historic-Cultural Monument. Type your response on separate documents and ottech them to this 
form. 

A. PtoposH Monument Desc;riptk>n- Describe the propo$ed monument's physical ch.;racteristics and 
relationship to its sunounding environment EK.pand on sections 2 and 3 with a more detailed descrip­
tion of the site. Expand on section 4 and discur.!i the com;tru<;tion/alteratlon history in detail lf that is 
necessary to explain tl'le proposed monument's current form. Identify and describe any c:naractet· 
defining elements, structures, ·interior spaces, or lancls.cape feat-ures. 

B. Statement of Slaniflcance ·Address the propos~d monument's histOfic, cultural, ~nd/or ~rchitec· 

tural significam:e by discussing how llsatisfies the HCM .criteria you selected in S-ectlon £ . You must 
support your argument with substantial evidence and anatySls. The Statement of Signific,gnce ts your 
main argument for designation so It is important to substannate anv claims you make witl'l supporting 
documentation and research-. 

Ill. tO :ACT J,NFQRMAtiON 

Applir:tmt 

Name: Atimm Scott ffne Compiny· Los Anseres conservancy, Modern Committe;; !Mtj 
-r-

Sttee!Addres$: 523 West 6th Street, Suite 826 C•ty: Los An&tles 1 5tirte: CA 
---~------- - ~-- - --·---- -

Zip; 90014 Phone Number 2[3-430·4203 Email; ~ftne@}laconservaocy .oq; 

Property Owner ls the -.vner 1n svpport ol thE.' nomif}at\on? Yes 

comp11n.y: 

Street Address: City; 

Zip: hone Number. 

NominatiOII P~.pore_rfAppllcant 's Rt!pteuntotiw 

Name: Al<tn Hess 

j C1tv INln ~taw. CA 

P bn.e Nu-mtl~r: Em~ l ;~ lhe ss@aol.com 
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r11 • 

9. SUBMITTAL 

I 1111 .) 

When you have completed prepartng your nominanon. cump•le all materials In the order spec•fted below Although the enhre 

packet must not exceed 100 pages. vou mav send additional material M a CO or flash drive. 

APPLrCATION CHECKLIST 

1. ../ Nom111lltion form 

2 .,/ Wrmen Statements A and B 

.,/ Bibliogfilphy 

.: . ./ TwoPnmary Photos of Exten or/Main Facade 

10. REUASE 

(8d0. the main photo <lf the proposed mon.ume nL Al~p 

enlill il' d11itiitl copy of the main photo to; 
plannin&.ohr@llacJty.ota> 

~ 

6. 

1 

& . 

!.1-

../ Copies of Primary{Seromlary Oocumemtaoon 

../ Cop!llS of Bu1ldmg Permits fur MaJor Alteriltl!On:s 
(i(l(lude first col'IStfuCtlon perm•ts) 

../ Add;tlonal, Conlftrn&H>!ary Photo~ 

../ Histonut Ph()to~ 

.../ llmas Parcel Report tor all Nommated Parl:els 
(1nc:ludmg map) 

Plea~e rud caw ~Utemeot and chec~ llle co~w'Onding boxes to IndiCate th<ll you agree w1tl1 the ~tatement, then stgn below bn the 
provided spac:e. ~lthcf the nppi1Car\t or preP"tl!r may $1;gn 

. -- ·-·-· --- ·-- ·-- ..... ~ ~·»·-·--~"- ----

. 
./ 1 acknowledge ttl !\It all documents submitted will bec.ome publ1c record~ un<fer the Califo'n'a Publ1c ~ecou:ls Ac:t, and lJndemand 

V that tile documents wllf be made iillililabte U!)Ot1 request to membef:s of the publiC for ans.pettlon and cop~~og 

1 ;Kknowledte th;n all photographs and image~ wbmlttecl as part of this illpplicotlon w;ll b>!come tile propert)l of tne City ot los 

.../ Angeles, and understand th~t permission is granted for use of the photographs iind •mages by the City wit~ovt any e•pectatlon 
of c~mpMunon. - __ _.__ ---

/ 1 acl<nowledge that I ~lie' th11 right tO sul:lwt Of ~ve obtained the app.wpriate permi5-:;•on to $Ubrmt iillmlormatlon rontained 
V '" this applicanon. 

liftl!l s . 11/t 

Mail your Histone-Cultural Monument Subm1tta11o the Office of H1slot 1C Resource; 

Office of Historic Resources 

Department of City Planning 

200 N. Spring Street, Room 620 

LO$ Angeles. CA 900 12 

Phone: 213-978-1200 
Website: prese-rvaticm.lacity.org 



NORM'S LA CSEEGA COFfEE SHOP 
Historic,.C.uhural Monument (HCM) Application 

Submitted! by: Los Angeles Conservancy and its Modern Committee 

A. Prop-osed onument Description: 

NORM'S LA CfENEGA RETAINS THE ORIGINAL CHARACTER-DEFINING FEATURES OF GOOGIE 
STYLE CALIFORNIA COFfEE SHOPS: A PROMINENT ROOF, THE EXPRESSION OF THE STRUCTURE 
IN THE SHAPE OF THE ROOF, THE USE OF NATURAL STONE WALLS, INTEGRAL NEON SIGNAGt, 
GLASS EXTERIOR WALLS,. INTERIOR COUNTER AND SEATING CONFIGURATION, AN UPSWEPT 
CEILING, AND EXPOSED KITCHEN EQUIPMENT BEHIND THE COUNTER. 

NORM'S LA CIENEGA HAS A RECTANGULAR PLAN ORlGINALl Y 4640 SQ. FT., INCORPORATING A 
KITCHEN COR.E ON THE NORTHEAST SIDE, WITH A DINING AREA WRAPPING AROUND THE 
SOUTH AND WEST SIDES OF THE CORE. THE KITCHEN CORE (INCLUDING BATHROOMS) tS BRICK 
CONSTRUCTION; GlASS WALLS ENCLOSE THE DINING AREAS FACING iA CIENEGA .• AND THE 
PARKING lOT ON THE SOUTH. THE ENTRY IS ON THE PARKING LOT. THE RESTAURANT 
ORlGINAU Y SEATED 25 AT THE COUNTER AND 110 AT TABlES. ACCORDING TO THE 
ARCHiTECT'S RECORDS, IT WAS BUILT FOR $150,000. 

THE ROOF IS THE MOST PROMINENT FEATURE Of THE DESIGN. THE PORTION EXTENDING 
ALONG THE FRONT (WESTERN) PORTION OF THE BUILDING IS AN ELONGATED WEDGE~SHAPED 
D*AMONO FORM REFLECTING THE SHAPE OF A CANTILEVERED STRUCTURAL TRUSS; IT FORMS 
A LONG CANTILEVER !HAT STRETCHES PAST THE GLASS UNE TO CREATE A WIDE EAVE. THE 
TRUSS IS SUPPORTED ON ONE SIDE BY THE CENTRAl BRICK STRUCTURE AND ON THE 0111ER 
SIDE BY FIVE DIAMOND-SHAPED COlUMNS CLAD IN 1X2~1NCH CERAMIC nu:s IN TWO COLORS; 
CHOCOLATE AND TAN. EACH COLUMN DISPLAYS A DECORATIVE MOSAIC LOWER CASE "N" IN 
DIFFERENT COLORS AND PLACED ON A DIFFERENT POSITION ON EACH COlUMN, CREATING AN 
IRREGULAR DECORATIVE RHYTHM. THE PORTION OF THE ROOF ALONG THE SOUTH SlOE 
FACING THE PARKING LOT TILTS DOWN TO ACT AS A SUNSHADE. 

THE ROOF TRUSSES ARE EXPRESSED ON THE CEIUNG BY SIX WIDE, RAISED DECORATIVE 
STRIPES ORIGINALLY PAINTED ORANGE. THESE CREATE "BEAM ENDS" .ALONG THE THIN EDGE 
OF THE ROOf EAVE. THE EXTERIOR STUCCO FINISH ON THESE ROOF/TRUSS FORMS WERE 
EMBEDDED WITH GLITTER TO SPARKLE IN THE SUNLIGHT. 

THE CANTILEVERED TRUSS ROOf CREATES A STRUCTURE THAT APPEARS VISUAllY LIGHT, AND 
UNITES INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR BY ALLOWING LARGE AMOUNTS OF GLASS WALL SET IN TH~N 
ALUMINUM fRAMES. THEY FORM A MINIMAL SCREEN TO ENCLOSE THE AIR-CONDITIONED 
INTERIOR AND TO PERMIT NATURAL liGHT AND VIEWS TO PERMEATE THE BUILDING. THERE ARE 
NO SOLID OR STRUCTURAl WALL PLANES ON THE PERIMETER OF THE Puauc DINING AREAS. 

NEON SlGNAGE fOR ADVERTISING IS INTEGRATED INTO THE ARCHITECTURE. THE SIGN PYLON 
(A STEEL I-BEAM WHOSE WEB IS PUNCTURED WITH CIRCULAR, WEB-LIGHTENING HOLES) RISES 
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THROUGH THE ROOF EAVE. THE SIGN ITSELF HAS FIVE ELONGATED DIAMOND OR PENNANT 
SHAPES, REPEATING THE SHAPE OF THE ROOF, SPELliNG OUT "N~O·R.·M-$" IN ANIMATED 
NEON TUBING. NEON TUBE SCRIPT LETTERING ON THE SlOE Of THE TRUSS SAID "OPEN 24 
HOURS." 

INTEGRATED ARTIFICIAt LIGHTiNG WAS DESIGNED TO MAKE THE BUflDING AS VISIBLE BY 
NIGHT AS BY' DAY. THE SIDES OF THE ROOF'S STRUCTURAL TRUSS FORMS WERE SPOTliGHTED 
AT NIGHT, AND CAN LIGHTS IN THE EAVE SOFFITS ILlUMINATE THE STRUCTURAL COLUMNS 
AND THE LANDSCAPING BENEATH. RIMS FIXED BELOW THESE CAN tiGHTS WERE PUNCTURED 
WITH HOLES, CREATING A SPARKLE EFFECT. THE LARGE GLASS WALLS AlONG THE WESTANO 
SOUTH SIDES (AND PARTfAU YON THE EAST AND NORTIH SIDES) ALLOWED POTENTIAL 
CUSTOMERS DRIVING BY TO SEE THE WEll-IllUMINATED INTERIOR. REFLECTED LIGHT ON THE 
UPSWEPT ACOUSTIC Tl LE CEILING MADE THIS PLANE VERY NOTICEABLE TO MOTORISTS. 
DECORATIVE HANGING liGHTS (A DIAMOND SHAPE IN THREE DIMENSIONS} AND HOUR-6lASS 
SHAPED SCONCES FIXED TO THE TILED COLUMNS ADDED UGHT AND DECORATION. 
ILLUMINATED BUilT-IN PIE DISPLAY CABINETS PROVIDED .ANOTHER VtSUAL MAGNET. 

lANDSCAPING WAS ALSO INTEGRAL TO THIS MODERN CALIFORNIA DESIGN. SUBTROPICAL 
PLANTING AT THE BUILDING'S PERIMETER, EASILY VISIBLE TO DINERS INSIDE THROUGH THE 
GLASS WALLS, CREATED THE EFFECT OF DINING ON AN OUTDOOR PATIO. 

INSIDE, BANQUETIES, BOOTHS, TABLES,ANDCOUNTERS WITH STOOLS PROVIDED SEATING. 
BANQUEITES WITH FIXED TABLES liNE THE PERIMETER GlASS WALL. EAMES WIRE CHAIRS ALSO 
PROVIDED SEATING. AT THE EAST END OF THE DINING AREA, A WIDER SEATING AREA WAS 
MARKED ON ONE SIDE BY A DRU=TWOOO STONE WAll TOPPED BY A STAtNLESS STEEL PIE 
CASE, AND ON THE OTHER BY A LOW PARTITION WALl WITH AN ABSTRACT SCREEN WITH A 
THIN METAL FRAME WITH COLORFUL PLASTIC FORMS ATIAC~ED TO If. THIS AREA FEATURED 
WALL BOOTHS AND TASLES IN ADDrTION TO THE BANQUETIES. WITH AN EXIT DOOR., THIS 
OIMNG AREA AlSO LOOKS OUT TO A SMALL GARDEN. A DECORATIVE, ABSTRACT MURAL BY 
HANCOCK-WERNER (BElSY HANCOCK AND HANS WERNER) WAS FIXED TO THE WALliN THIS 
AREA. lT DEPtcTED A NIGHTIIME VIEW OF LA CIENEGA BUILDINGS AND liGHTS, INCLUDING 
PALM TREES, MOON, STARS, AND NORM'S AT ITS CENTER. 

THE COUNTER STOOLS, UPHOLSTERED IN PERSIMMON lEATHERETIE MATERIAL, ARE 
CANTILEVERED FROM THE RAISED TERRAZZO CURB WH \CH SERVES AS A FOOTREST. 

A GEOMETRICAL MOTIF OF OBLIQUE ANGLES IS REPEATED THROUGHOUT THE BUILDING. THE 
UPSWEPT ROOFUNE ESTABLISHES THE THEME; THE DIAMOND SHAPED COLUMNS ECHO THE 
SAME GEOMETRY. BETWEEN THE COLUMNS, THE LARGE GLASS WINDOW WALLS, EXTENDING 
FROM THE TOP Of THE SEATING BANQUETIES TO THE CEILING, ARE CONFIGURED IN A ZIG· 
'lAG, ACCORDION-FOLD PATIERN. THE LOW BRICK WALlS ON WHICH THE GlASS SITS 
CONHNUE THE ZIG-ZAG PATIERN TO THE GROUND. INSIDE, THE SHAPE OF THE SEATING 
B.ANQUETTES AND THE FIXED TABLES REPEAT THE SAME GEOMETRY. 
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INSIDE THE FRONT DOOR THE GLASS WAllS ARE PUSHED OUT PAST THE COLUMN LINE TO 
PROVIDE A WAITING AREA WITH CHAIRS. ACCENT WALLS OF IRREGULAR DRtFTWOOD STONE 
ARE PLACED AT THE FAR NORTHERN END OF THE COUNTER, AND AT THE FAR EASTERN END OF 
THE EXHIBITION I<IICHEN. OTHER FUNCTIONAL SPACES, INCLUDING OFFICES AND STORAGE, 
ARE HIDDEN FROM CUSTOMERS' VIEW BEHIND THE EXHIBITION COOKING AREA. 

THE t~S!-iAPED COUNTER FACES THE EXPOSED KITCHEN AREA IN THE CENTER OF THE BUILDING. 
THIS IS AN EXHIBITION COOKING CONFIGURATION, A TYPE OF SERVICE WHICH ALLOWED 
CUSTOMERS SITTING AT THE COUNTER TO DIRECTLY OBSERVE THE COOKS WORKING AT THE 
GRIDDLES AND COUNTERS. THIS WASA DISTINCTIVE FEATURE OF CALIFORNIA COFFEE SHOPS TO 
ASSURE CUSTOMERS OF THE CLEANLINESS OF FOOD PREPARATION. THE STAINLESS STEEl 
FIXTURES INCLUDE PREPARATION COUNTERS, "FLOATING" GRILLS THAT COULD BE EASilY 
SCRAPED AND CLEANED, AND FOOD DISPLAY CASES MOUNTED HIGH SO DESSERTS COULD BE 
EAS!l Y SEEN BY CUSTOMERS, SPRING-LOADED PlATE STORAGE, WASTE DISPOSAL RECEPTACLES, AND 
STORAGE CABINETS. THfS HFictENTLY ORGANIZED FOOD PREPARATION EQUlPMENT WAS 
CUSTOM-DESIGNED BY KITCHEN SUPPLY DESIGNER STAN ABRAMS WITH ARMET AND DAVIS TO 
BE BOTH EFFICIENT AND VISUALLY ATTRACTIVE AS INTEGRAl ElEMENTS OF THE 
ARCHITECTURAl DESIGN. ABOVE THE FOOD DISPLAY CASES, REDDISH-BROWN CERAMIC TILES 
{APPROXIMATElY 2X5 INCHES) EXTEND TO THE CEILING. 

THE fLOOR WAS TERRAZZO, A LONG LASTING AND EASILY MAINTAINED MATERIAl EMBEDDED 
WiTH CHIPS Of COLOR TO COORDINATE WITH THE ARCHITECTURAL PALETTE. 

Character·Defining features of Googie seen in Norm's:: 
A. THE STRUCTURAU Y..fXPRESSIVE CANTILEVERED ROOFLINE 
B. CUSTOM DESIGNED NEON SIGNAGE INTEGRATED WITH THE ARCHITECTURE 
C. LARGE GLASS WINDOW WALLS CONNECT INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR 
D. USE OF NATURAL MATERIALS (NATURAL STONE VENEER, LANDSCAPING) CONTRASTING WITH 

MODERN TECHNOLOGICAL MATERIAlS (NEON, FORMKA COUNTERS, STAINLESS STEEt 
KITCHEN CABINETRY) 

E. "GARDENUKE" LANDSCAPING SURROUNDING BR.ICK WALLS CONNECT MODERN 
STRUCTURE TO THE EARTH. 

F. MODERN IMAGERY OF CLEAN UNES REFLECTlNG THE BUILDING'S FUNCTION WITHOUT 
HISTORICAl REFERENCES 

G. EXHIBinON KITCHEN PUTS THE FUNCT10N OF THE RESTAURANT ON DISPLAY AS PART OF THE 
ARCHITECTURE 

4. Alteration History 
NORM'S lA CIENEGA COFFEE SHOP DISPLAYS A HIGH DEGREE OF ARCHITECTURAL INTEGRITY AS 
AN EARLY AND REPRESENTATIVE EXAMPLE OF THE GOOGIE STYLE, THE CAliFORNIA COFFEE 
SHOP 1YPE, AND ARMET & DAVIS' WORK. IT RETAINS ITS ORIGINAL USE, PLAN, MATERIALS, 
AND SPA.CES. THE ALTERATIONS AS LISTED BELOW ARE PRIMARILY COSMETIC. 



EXTERIOR: 
A. NEON TUBING SIGN SPELliNG OUT "OPEN 24: HOURS'' ON SOUTH SIDE OF TRUSS-ROOF HAS 

BEEN REMOVED. 
B. LOW BRICK WALLS BETWEEN COLUMNS (THE BASE FOR THE GLASS WALLS) ARE NOW 

PAINTED 
C. ORIGINAL SUBTROPICAL PLANTING IN FRONT AND AlONG S1DE OF BUilDING REPLACED 

WITH GRASS AND SHRUBS. 
D. FRAMELESS GLASS DOORS AT ENTRY REPLACED WtTH ALUMtNUM FRAME GLASS DOORS. 
E. ORIGINAl PAINT COLORS HAVE BEEN CHANGED: ORANGE PAtNTED ACCENTS ON CEitlNG 

TRUSS FORMS ARE NOW BEIGE, GLITIER STUCCO ON EXTERIOR HAS BEEN PAINTED OVER 
WITH STANDARD PAINT, DIAMOND-SHAPED TRUSS FORM HAS BEEN PAINTED GREEN. 

f. RIMS BELOW CEILING CAN liGHTS HAVE BEEN REMOVED, LEAVIN-G THEM FtUSH WITH THE 
.SURFACE. 

INTERIOR: 
A. ORIGINAL. HOUR-GLASS-SHAPED SCONCE UGHTS ON COLUMNS REPlACED WITH 

RECTANGULAR LIGHTS. 
B. THE ORfGlNAL DIAMOND-VOLUME HANGING LAMPS HAVE BEEN RE.Pt.ACED. 
C. ORIGINAL TERRAZZO FLOORING HAS BEEN COVERED IN MOST PlACES WITH CARPETING. 
D. BOOTHS AT EAST END OF DINING AREA HAVE BEEN REMOVED AND REPLACED WITH 

TABLES, 
£. CHAfRS JN WAITING AREA BY FRONT DOOR HAVE BEEN REPLACED BY FIXED BENCHES. 
F. MURAl AT E.ASI END OF DINING AREA NO LONGER VISIBLE. 

8. Statement of Significance 

NORM'S lA CIENEGA COFFEE SHOP IS IMPORTANT fN THE DEVELOPMENT Of LOS ANGELES 
BECAUSE: 

A. IT EXPRESSES THE CULTURAL, ECONOMIC, AND SOCIAL HISTORY Of LOS ANGHE$ AND THE 
NATION WHEN SUBURBANIZATtON AND THE AUTOMOBILE RESHAPED THE NATURE OF 
AMERICAN CITY .PLANNING AND ARCHITECTURE IN THE POST-WORLD WAR II DECADES. 

B. IT IS AN EXCELLENT EXAMPLE OF THE CALIFORNIA COFFEE SHOP ARCHITECTURAL n'PE, 
AND OF THE GOOGIE ARCHITECTURAL STYLE, EXPRESSING SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 
MODERN DESIGN. 

C. IT IS THE OLDEST REMAINING EXAMPLE OF THE NORM'S DESIGN, ARMET AND DAVIS' FIRST 
APPLICATION OF THE CONCEPT Of ESTABLISHING BRANDING THROUGH ARCHITECTURE1 

WHICH BECAME A STANDARD Of THE RESTAURANT INDUSTRY. 
D. AS A MAJOR EXAMPLE OF A MASTER ARCHITECT, ARMET & DAVIS, WHO HELPED TO 

DEFINE AND PROMULGATE ,THIS IMPORTANT SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA ARCHITECTURAL 
TYPE THROUGHOUT THE NAilON. 

NORM'S LA CIENEGA COHEE SHOP IS AN EXCElLENT AND NOW RARE EXAMPLE OF THE 
CALIFORNIA COFFEE SHOP TYPE, AND OF THE GOOGI E STYl E, AND OF THE ARCHITECTURE OF 
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ARMET AND DAVIS, MASTER ARCHITECTS WHO PLAYED A MAJOR ROL£ IN DEVELOPING AND 
DISSEMINATING THAT STYLE ANDTYP£ THROUGHOUT NORTH AMERICA. NORM'S CAR­
ORIENTED DESIGN AND ITS MODERN ARCHITECTURE REPRESENT A PERIOD IN LOS ANGELES 
HISTORY O.F GROWTH AND TECHNOLOGICAL OPTIMISM, WHEN THE ADVANTAGES AND LOOK 
OF MODERNISM WERE MADE AVAilABlE TO THE AVERAGE CITIZEN 1N THE BUilDINGS OF 
EVERYDAY UFt.IT WAS BUILT IN 1956 AND OPENED IN 1957. ITS STRUCTURAL ENGINEER 
WAS RICHARD BRADSHAW, WHO ALSO ENGINEERED THE THEME BUILDiNG AT LAX AND 
MANY OTHER NOTEWORTHY STRUCTURES. 

FROM 1945~1965, THE CAUFORN~A COFFEE SHOP, A NEW RESTAURANT TYPE AND A NEW 
ARCHITECTURAL STYlE, DEVElOPED IN SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA IN RESPONSE TO THE 
RETURN OF PROSPERITY, THE GROWTH OF POPULATION, AND THE SPREAD OF SUBURBIA AS 
IT BECAME A DOMINANT URBAN TREND FOlLOWING WORLD WAR It 

COMPARED \1\/ITH THE DINERS AND DRlVE-~NS Of THE PRE-WAR PERIOD, THE CAliFORNIA 
COFFEE SHOP WAS A LARGER, MORE COMFORTABLE YET STilL REASONABLY PRICED 
RESTAURANT WITH INDOOR SEATING, LARGER MENU, AND A STYLISH CONTEMPORARY 
DESIGN. 

ARMET & DAV~S WERE MAJOR FIGURES IN DEFINING THE CALIFORNIA COFFEE SHOPS IN THIS 
PERIOD, AND CONTRfBUTEO SIGNIFICANTLY TO DEVELOPING THE GOOGIE SlYLE OF 
ARCHITECTURE. GOOGIE WASA MODERN STYLE EMPHASIZING NEW MATERIALS AND OPEN 
SPATIAL CONFIGURATIONS, MODERN ENGINEERING, IMAGERY, AND LANDSCAPING. ns 
FORMS ALSO REFLECTED THE FUNCTIONS OF COMMERCE AND ADVERTISING. THE INFLUENCE 
OF THE ORGANIC MODERN CONCEPTS OF FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT ARE SEEN IN ASPECTS OF 
GOOGIE DESIGN, iNCLUDING THE CONTRASTS OF RUGGED NATURAL MATE1RIALS {BRICK, 
STONE) WHH SLEEK TECHNOLOGICAL MATERIALS (PLASTICS, STAINLESS STEEL, FORMICA), 
AND THE SPACES AND LANDSCAPING Tf-lAT FLOW EASILY FROM INTERIOR TO EXTERIOR. 

THE GOOGIE STYLE DEVElOPED AFTER WORLD WAR II FROM LOS ANGELES' DRIVE-lN 
ARCHITECTURE OF THE 19205 AND 19'305. MANY ARCHiTECTS CONTRIBUTED TO ITS 
EVOlUTION, INCLUDING JOHN lAUTN'ER, MARTIN STERN, JR., WAYNE MCALLISTER, SMITH 
AND WILLIAMS, DOUGLAS HONNOLD, AND A. QUINCY JONES. ARMET AND DAVIS WERE THE 
MOST PROLIFIC IN USING THE STYlE. 

THE SiYLE'S COMMON ELEMENTS, AS ENUMERATED ABOVE, BEGAN TO EMERGE, ESPECIALLY 
IN THE WORK OF ARMET &. DAVIS. THE FIRST BUILD!NG TO INCORPORATE All THESE 
ELEMENfS 'iS GENERAlLY RECOGNIZED TO BE ARMET AND DAVIS' FIRST NORMS (1955} AT 
8511 FIGUEROA (NOW DEMOLISHED), WHICH WAS SIMILAR TO THE SECOND, AT 470 LA 
CIENEGA. 

THESE ELEMENTS REFLECTED THE STRONGLY INNOVATIVE MODERN ARCHITECTURE 
CULTURE OF LOS ANGElES IN THE MtDCENTURY. THE OPEN, FLOWING PLAIN AND LARGE 
GLASS WINDOW WALLS REFLECT MODERNISM'S REJECTION OF THE TRADITIONAL BOX AND 
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ITS BLENDING OF tNDOORS AND OUTDOORS; NORM'S lA CIENEGA HAS A DISTINCT FEELING 
OF SPACIOUSNESS BECAUSE Of THIS. TH~ FUNCTION OF ADVERTISING WAS INTEGRATED 
INTO THE ARCHITECTURE WITH THE NEON SIGN ECit101NG THE SHAPE Of THE ROOf, AND 
THE GLASS WALLS THAT PUT THE APPEALlNG COLOR, LIGHT AND ACTIVITY OF THE 
RESTAURANT ON VIEW TO PASSING MOTORISTS. THE ARCH ITECTURE ALSO MAXIMIZED THE 
VIS!SILITY Of THE BUit.DfNG AT NIGHT THROUGH INTEGRATED UGHTJNG, AND TH-E 
INCLUSION OF THE BROAD TILTED CEILING PLANE, ILLUMINATED BY REFLECiED LIGHT, 
WHICH CAUGHT THE EYE OF MOTORISTS. THESE FORMS AND SPACES ARE All UNIFIED AS A 
DESIGN BY THE COORDINATED COMPOSITION OF OBLIQUE LINES AND PlANES LN FORM AND 
DETAIL ARCHITECT HELEN FONG, A MEMBER Of ARMEr AND DAVIS' STAfF, DESIGNED 
MANY Of THE INTERIOR ELEMENTS, INClUDING SEATING AND COORDINATING DESIGN 
ELEMENTS. 

lHE CHAIN OF NORM'S COFFEE SHOPS WAS STARtED BY RESTAURATEUR NORMAN 
ROYBARK. H£ OPERAT£0 A NORM'S RESTAURANT ON SUNSET WEST OF VINE WHEN HE 
DECIDED TO EXPAND. RESTAURANT KITCHEN EQUIPMENT DESIGNER STAN ABRAMS 
RECOMMENDED ARMET AND DAVIS BECAUSE OF THEIR EXPERTISE; SI'NCE 1950 THEY HAD 
DESIGNED A NUMBER OF SUCCESSFUL COHEE SHOPS/ INCLUDING CLOCKS AND HUDDLES. 
ABRAMS WORKED CLOSELY WITH ARMETAND DAVIS ON MOST OF THESE, INTEGRATING THE 
DESIGN OF THE KITCHEN EQUIPMENT WITH THE ARCHITECTURE IN ONE UNifiED DESIGN. AS 
A DEALER OF MODERN FURNITURE, ABRAMS ALSO RECOMMENDED THE USE OF THE WIRE 
CHAIRS DESIGNED BY CHARLES AND RAY EAMES. BECAUSE ROYBARK ENVISIONED A CHAIN 
OF RESTAURANTS, HE WANTED A DESIGN WITH A DISTINCTIVE IMAGE, OR BRAND, THAT 
COULD BE REPEATED IN EACH RESTAURANT sm: TO HELP ADVERTISE THE CHAIN. 

THE lOEA OF SRAND!NG A CHAIN IN THIS WAY HAD BEEN PIONEERED BY SMALLER DINERS 
AND HAMBURGERS STANDS SINCE THE 1920$, SUCH AS THE WHITE CASTLE AND WHITE 
TOWER CHAINS. ROADSIDE RESTAURANTS, INCLUDING HOWARD JOHNSON'S, USED A 
SIMILAR APPROACH SINCE THE 19305. AFTER WORLD WAR HJ THE SlFF'S CHAIN OF DINERS 
USED A DISTtNCTIVE MODERN PROTOTYPE DESIGN BY AHCHITECT DOUGLAS HONNOlD; THIS 
IDEA BECAME POPUlAR, AND INFLUENCED ROYBARK, AS WELt AS THE MCDONALD 
BROTH£RS IN THEIR CHAIN OF SMALL HAMBURGER STANDS {THEIR FIRST PROTOTYPE WAS 
BUILT IN 1953}, AND ROBERT PETERSON FOR HIS JACI< IN THE BOX CHAIN· AT THE SAME 
TIME. 

NORM'S WAS ONE OF THE Fl FIST CALIFORNIA CHAINS TO APPLY THE BRANDING CONCEPT TO 
A LARGER,, SIT-DOWN RESTAURANT. PREViOUSLY1 COFFEE SHOP CHAINS SUCH AS BOB'S BIG 
BOY TYPICALLY COMMISSIONED CUSTOM DE.StGNS FOR EACH RESTAURANT IN ITS CHAIN; 
THE CUSTOM DESIGNS (OFTEN BY ARCHITECTS WHO ALSO DESIGNED UPSCALE 
RESTAURANTS} HELPED TO CONVEY THAT THE QUALITY OF THE COFFEE SHOP HAD MORE IN 
COMMON WITH! A FANCY RESTAURANT THAN WITH A SMALL DlNER. THE CONCEPT OF 
USING PROTOTYPES, HOWEVER, PROVIDED GOOD ADVERTISJNG, AND REDUCED DESIGN 
AND CONSTRUCTION COSTS; ARMCT AND DAVIS WOULD GO ON TO DESJGN GOOGIE-STYLE 
PROTOTYPES FOR DENNY'S AND BOB'S SIG BOY. THE PROTOTYPE BECAME AN INDUSTRY 
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STANDARD 

ARMET AND DAVIS DESIGNED A TOTAL OF EIGHT NORM'S: 8511 S. FIGUEROA (1955); 470 LA 
CiENEGA AT ROSEWOOD (1957); LA CIENEGA AND WASHINGTON, CUlVER CITY {1956}; EL 
SEGUNDO AND CRENSHAW, HAWTHORNE (1957); SUNSET AND VERMONT {1957); 2500 ·E. 
SLAUSON, HUNTINGTON PARK (1959}; PACIFIC COAST HIGHWAY AND LONG BEACH BLVD., LONG 
BEACH {1959); AND 4410W. CENTURY BlVD, INGLEWOOD (1960.) 

ONCE WIDESPREAD lN lOS ANGELES, APPROXIMATELY EIGHT GOOGIE RESTAURANTS REMAIN 
TODAY tN THE CfTY OF LOS ANGELES, MOST ALTERED IN SOME WAY: NORM'S LA CIENEGA, 
JOHN IE'S AT WILSHIRE AND FAIRFAX, PANN'S ON LA TUERA, ASTRO'S ON FLETCHER, CORKY'S 
ON VAN NUYS, HOliDAY BOWL ON CRENSHAW, KERRY'S ON VENTURA, AND THE WICH 
STAND ON SLAUSON, OF THESE, NORM'S LA CIENEGA AND PANN'S RETAIN THE HJGHEST 
INTEGRITY. 

OF THE ORIGINAL EIGHT NORM'S BY ARMET AND DAVIS BUILT BETWEEN 1955 AND 1960, 
ONLY THE LA CIENEGA AND HUNTINGtON PARK RESTAURANTS ARE INTACT TODAY; BOTH 
REMAiN IN OPERATION AS NORM1S. 

Architect 

THE ARCHITECTURE FIRM OF LOUISARMET (1914·1981) AND ElDON DAVIS (1917-2011) WAS 
HI1GHLY INFLUENTIAL IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE GOOGIE STYLE AND THE CALIFORNIA 
COFFEE SHOP. FROM 1950 INTO THE 1960Sf ARMH & DAVIS BUILT MORE THAN TWENTY­
FIVE CUSTOM DESIGNED GOOGtE-STYlE COFFEE SHOPS IN LOS ANGELES. THEY AlSO 
DESIGNED SEVERAL PROTOTYPE COFFEE SHOPS WHICH WERE REPEATED IN MULTIPLE SITES. 

ARMET (BORN IN ST. LOUIS, MO) AND DAVIS (BORN JN ANACONDA, WA} MET AS STUDENTS 
AT THE USC SCHOOL OF ARCHITECTURE; ARMET GRADUATED IN 1939, DAVIS IN 1942. USC 
HAD A STRONG MODERNIST CURRtCUlUM AT THIS TIME; WELLKNOWN MODERNISTS SUCH 
AS RICHARD NEUTRA., CAlVIN STRAUB, AND WHITNEY SMITH TAUGHT THERE. 

AFTERWORLD WAR 11 .. BOTH ARCHITECTS WORKED WITH SPAULDING AND REX, A NOTABlE 
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA FIRM, AS WELL AS WITH OTHER ARCHITECTS. THEY FORMED THEIR 
PARTNERSHIP IN 1947. THE FIRM (TODAY KNOWN ASARMET. DAVIS & NEWLOVE) DESIGNED 
A WIDE VARIETY OF BUILDINGS, INCLUDING SCHOOLS, CHURCHES, SANKS, CUSTOM 
RESIDENCES, APARTMENTS, MOTELS, SHOPPING CENTERS, AND BOWUNG AllEYS. THtY 
PUBliCIZED THEIR WORK lN INSTITUTIONAL AND PROFESSIONAL MAGAZtNES, AND THIS 
ATIENTION HElPED THfM BECOME WELL ESTABLiSHED. THE fiRM BECAME WIDt.lY 
IDENTIFIED WITH THE CAUFORNlA COFFEE SHOP TYPE THROUGH SUCH ARTICLES IN THE 
JOURNALS OF THE RESTAURANT INDUSTRY. 

THE TWO PARTNERS DIVIDED DESIGN AND SUPERVISION O.F THEIR PROJECTS BETWEEN 
THEMSElVES, AND HIRED A LARGE AND TALENTED STAFF TO DESIGN THEtR PROJECTS. 
AMONG THEIR LONG· TIME EMPLOYEES WERE HELEN UU FONG (WHO WORKED ON NORM'S 
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LA CIENEGA), LEE liNTON, AND VICTOR NEW LOVE. 

ARMET & DAVIS' FrRST COFFEE SHOP IN THIS MOD!:RN STYLE WAS CLOCKS IN INGLEWOOD IN 
1951. THEY HAD BEEN TRAINED IN MODERN DESIGN AT USC ARCHITECTURE SCHOOL; NOW 
THEY APPLIED THOSE CONCEPTS TO TH DEMANDS OF COMMERCIAL RESTAURANTS. THEIR 
CLIENTS INCLUDED MANY OF THE MEMBERS OF THE ClOSE-KNIT FRATERNITYO:IJ..'5~ 
16TAl.RA~ liKE THEIR FlRST NORM'S ON FIGUEROA, ROMEO'S TIMES SQUARE {lAT£R 
RENAMED JOHN IE'S) AT WILSHIRE AND FAIRFAX WAS BUILT IN 1955, FOll OWED BY HOltY'S 
{1956), STANLEY BURKE'S (LATER CORKY'S AND THE LAMPLIGHTER, 19Sn PANN'S (1958)t 
WtCHSTAND (1958), CONRAD'S (NOW ASTRO'S,1958), PENGUIN (1959), SHIPS LAC!ENEGA 
{1967), SEVERAL HUDDLE RESTAURANTS, THE OTHER NORM'S, AND OTHER COFFEE SHOPS. BY 
19601 THE SUCCESS OF SUCH COFFEE SHOPS AC~OSS THE NATION ENCOURAGED TWO 
GROWING REST AU RANT CHAINS, DENNY'S AND BOB'S BIG BOY, TO HIRE ARMET & DAVIS TO 
OtVElOP PROTOTYPE RESTAURANT DESIGNS WHICH COULD BE BUILT, WITH M INIMAL 
CHANGES TO THE PLAN, IN MANY LOCATIONS AT A COST SAVINGS. THESE TWO CHAINS 
HElPED SPREAD ARMET & DAVIS' ARCHITECTURE ACROSS THE COUNTRY. 

Recognition 

CRITIC/HISTORIAN REYNER BANHAM SPECIFICAlLY DISCUSSED THE GOOGIE SlYLE AND 
CALIFORNIA COFFEE SHOPS tN HIS SEMINAL BOOK LOS ANGELES: THE ARCHITECTURE OF 
FOUR ECOLOGIES (1971, P 118). NORM'S l A C I E N EGA WAS INClUDED AS A NOTABLE 
EXAMPLE Of TKE SiYLE IN GOOGIE: FIFTIES COFFEE" SHOP ARCHIT£CTURf (CHRONICLe 
BOOKS, 1985) BY ALAN HESS, A BOOK WHICH HELPED LAUNCH A REASSIESSMIENT OF THE 
ROLE OF THE CALIFORNIA COFfEE SHOP IN THE HISTORY OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 
MODERN ARCHITECTURE. EXAMPLES OF ARMET & DAVIS' AND JOHN LAUTNER'S GOOGIE 
COFFEE SHOPS WERE INCLUDED IN THE GETTY MUSEUM'S EXHlBIT "LOS ANGELES 
ARCHITECTURE 1940-1990" IN 2013. 

NORM'S lA C!ENEGA ALSO PlAYED A ROLE IN THE DEVELOPMENT O.F LOS ANGELES' ART IN 
THE 19605, WHEN POP ART (DRAWING SUBJECTS FROM POPULAR CULTURE) WAS 
EMERGING. NORM'$ LA CIENEGA IS DEPICTED IN ARTIST ED RUSCHA'.S PAINTING "NORM'S, 
lA OENEGA, ON FIRE'' (1964.) RUSCHA'S USE OF A RECOGNIZABLE GOOGIE CAR-ORIENTED 
BUILDING DEMONSTRATES THE WAY IN WHICH NORM'S ARCHITECTURE EMBOOJED 
CENTRAL ELEMENTS IN THE CUlTURE OF LOS ANGELES IN THAT PERIOD. 

Bibliography: 

ARMT AND DAVIS PROJECT LIST 
BAN HAM, REYNER, LOS ANGELES; THE ARCHITECTURE OF FOUR ECOLOGIES (PENGUIN, 1971) 
HESS, ALAN, GOOGIE REDUX: ULTRAMODERN ROAOSIDE ARCHITECTURE (CHRONICLE BOOKS, 

2004) 
HESS, ALAN, GQOGIE: FIFTJESCOFFEE SHOP ARCHITECTURE (CHRONIClE BOOKS, 1985) 
LACHER, IRENE, "NEON RHAPSODY: A '50S CLASSIC IS FLASHING LA. AGAIN" LA TIMES 
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CASE SUMMARIES 
Note; lntormaltoo for case summaries Js retrleveo lrom lhe Planning O~paJ1ment's Pi'!n C<l$S Tr<K;l<ins System (PCTS} dalabase. 

Case Number; ND-83·13·HD 

Required Acli(Nfl{s): H[)..HEIGHT DISTRICT 

t='tOJSC:t Descnptio~s(s) : Data Nol Avaifallle 

DATA NOT AVAILABLE 
CPC-30642 

CPC-23814 

ORO-,S3505 

OR0-1427B7'·0DU·1i'O 

This report is sub~ io til(! lerms ood candllions ~s s(;t !arth oolhe websl4e. For mor~ details.. pieao;e :rerer io the tet'M$1lnd condii»M et ~sJ~c::Hy.¢rg 
('l· .APN Area is provided "II$ is• from the tO& Angtklr> Count)'-. Public Worla;, Flood Cootrol. Benefit Ass.er.&menL 

sJacity.org dtyplannin gJacity. org 



Address: 470 N LA CIENEGA BLVD 

APN: 551 4001001 

PtN #; 1416173 1158 

Tract: TR 4353 
Block: 1 
Lot 2 

Arb: None 
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Zoning: C2-1VL-0 

GE;!oerat Plan: Neighborhood Office Commercial 

Ci~ty of Los Ang,eles 
Department of City Planning 



APN: 5514001001 General Plan: Neighborhood OffiCe Commercial 

PlN #: 1418173 1136 lot: 1 
Arb: None 







Breakfast 
24 HOURS 

CHILLED JUICES AND FRUITS 
Or&n9e Juice 
GrapefrLit Juice 
'f omato Juice (Slice o+ Lemon) 
Apple Scuce 20 Melba Peache!t 
Sti;wad Prune\ 20 KadoN: Fi9~ 

Crc-,;m 5c. txlra 

CERE. A LS Sened wi;b Cream jOe 

STEAK AND EGGS 

1~· Our 

ICH 
3 Goldon Srowr> Hoi Cak.c&, 2 R.,n,h Eggs 

witn M«pl!! or Boy$tmb£!try Syrup Dl'ld Buttllr 

65~ 

.s, I otat~"· Toa•~ ond Jdh· . 

15-30 
15-25 
i 5-25 

20 
20 

1.25 

HOT CAKES ................ 40 
wiin Hot t-.hple or Boy~f"ttbero y Syrup <"nd Buttor 

BLUEBERRY HOT CAKES 50 

Order of Bacon or Saus.dge PaHics 
Order j:?) Fried Eggs 40 Ordt· Fried Ham 
Ordti!r Hamburger Patty (Our Own Grind) 
r-oast and Jelly 10 Oo.1ghnut 
~ :>~st d En9lim M~.:ffin, Jah> 
~Ott!'e Care s, +'- r 

45 
55 
40 
10 
20 
20 

Specialti 
OLD FASHIO'·.ED SOUP OF THE DAY 

CLAM CHO ·'-'OER Friday Only) 

N £"7 YORK STEAKS .. 1\1D 
S •«~ • •· fnm:h Frind Pota.loa~ 

S~ial Treat ... AT .a !tty French 
POllK TENDERLOIN ... .--.~ 
:) ' "'~"' - · :- · ... . ;PP"d wiih Col!! Slaw 

.tnd Sljced T 
·French Fried VEAL 

S ~ ..-i!h French 

c Be.iiUts5f1 

Lond a 

Fre 

Se.a l' 

OP SIRLOI . . STEAK ... 
'5-v. - • - • - &-ccn Sal11d. Po•at~;; 

~.Ell' YORK ST£AI( ..... . 
~ _- - C - Gre,. 

POR.TERHOL"SC. STEAK 
s..-- ~ ... ::::.- ; btNI'I s~l~d. Potato 

. 
&1 



lR 
Cup I 5; Bowl 25 

Cup 15: Bowl 25 

• •• I ' • • • • • + 95 
ma10e\ 

'JCH .... . 65 
- FT\od ?c•.ttota 

.. ....... tt. 76 

J.c eel Beans 85 

tur,;er .Size 75 

. .... 95 
•• ,.n:l 

. .... . 1.Z5 
-- ~~ oe!> ;u·.-l 

. ... . 1.25 
~: ~!1 ilf\d 

.. . • . I .:J"' 

l .. ZO 
~ vt1 • 

.... I 50 

... I~~ 

' . • 1 ,.!}tJ 

.. ~ . 

Sandwiches 
NorDl."s HaJnbu,.~er Sandwich .. 45 

Full Onl•-Quorltr Pound, Freshly Ground, 
Gov~rnfl'l.(!nt Grolldad Beal' 

Servr.d 10tlth Our Own 9ar.B-Q S.tuc:e, lcttuc.(), T or.-1~to. 
Pjckfe~ and Curet Curl~ on b T ollrlecl Bun 

Wid, Cht'ur 55 

Grilled Nippy Chee:r.e 35 
with Bacon or Ham 60 

Ham or Bacon and Eg9~ bO 
Peanut Butter a-nd Jdly 30 

T 11"'-' Salad 50 Bar-B-O Beef 65 
&6con and Tomato 55 Bar~B·O Ham 65 
Lettuce and Tomato 35 Fried f:gg 35 
Fried Ham 55 American Cheese 35 

A TRUE TASTE DELIGHT I 
RARRf.CUE SANDWICH •...... 96 
(G,illecl in Purt> Cre11mery Buitef'} 

(.hoic~ of 81:.~1· or H.~ M. Strvc:d witl~ 
IH~~~ry Smok~d 1\earu and 

french Fried Porator• 

SIDE ORDERS 
Shoedrim,; Potatoe1 Z5 
H,uh.ed Browned f'ot&tot>$ 1!) 

Hl~~ory Smo~ed Sous 
Col!!' Slaw 

Salads 
with T 04&t or Roll 

Choice of Dani•h 81e.u at Frenc;h Dreninc;; 
Fruit Salad Bowl with Whipped Cream Of Sherbet 
Pineopple or Pe.cch and Cotta9e Cheese 
Tuna Salad, Slieed lemon 
Mixed Green Salad with Shrimp 
Small Mixed Green Dinner Saled 

Desserts 

30 
2'5 

75 
65 
70 
80 
lO 

Cheese Cake 35 Shawbtmy Shortcake S 
Del1ciou$ Assorted Pies 25; with Ice Cream 36 
Deticious L.,yer Ca~e 25 

Beverages 
Goffetl 
Tea, Hot or ked 

10 
15 

t.Ailk or Buttermilk 
Hot Chocolate 

15 
20 

Fountain 
Malted Milt 35 
Milk Shake 35 
Ice Cream Sodt1 30 

Hot Fud9e or 
Strawberry Sundae 40 

Ice Cream {Dishj 20 
Chocolate or Pineapple 

Sundae 35 
Coca-Cola 10 
Root Beer 10 



INSTITUTION$ 
lOt~ .IUIHUAL fOOD SlRVIC£ 
CONHH 

y<.w!urn;"'reu f,g 
D.(~A.R!MEMT 0~ NAH!l I. POW HI 

• • • ... r .-nQn RoybQrL:. , Pres. 

LOS ANGELES, CAUFORNlA 

Arc iteds -----~ Armef & Ot:lvi<; 

Kitchen Oesiqn _ St"n Abr~ms 

Equipment West Coast Fi:.:ture Co. 



.... ~ 

!;NTRANC( 
PROM STAU:l 

(8S CARS) 



f..nt.rr for lC:.!-. Annua: Food Scrvi=;: Contr:s:. 
S~onsored by "lns:ltutions" Magaz lnP 

~0!t" 1 ... RESTA lR ~K 
851 1 So. F1~ueroa St . 

Los Angeles, California 

r r e 5 ~w t. e-d b " : 
DE-parur.ent of Water · aml f ower 

City of Los An~eleg 

A.. GEf\E~AL Pt'RPOSE 

"W·· want ed a :::n.n ::..c:H r.g w1 th an f?Xterior that 1.\'ouHi 
be an advtrtise~n~t ~nd an invitation Lo custo~ers, 
and an :int if::rior t.hat. \'ioulrl b<£" an 1r:v1tat.lon to dine 
in cr.mgenial 3t4r-our.din.:::s. In o""r opinion these 
req ... ~renamts ha r: be-er. mor~ t.hat. sa"C. is!'ac torily 
achieved. In adcitlon we tave an efficient, worki~~ 
op(~ration of whir'h we are very rrouo, and wht ch is 
further pro ven b.,. being t.ighl~' .rori:.able ," s«Hd 
~r. l~ orltll n Royb.&:-Y., Pre !dent o·· ~:orm ' s Res t.aurant, . 

F'or th~ patron, an att.r.'l<:t.ive o.t .. oosphert;, both 
ext~rior and interior, has b~e~ prcvid~d . Excellent 
1 i ght.in~. co!".fCt '.ab.l.! a.r~d !'lcxiol~ setH ing or U1ro:·e 
types, and fast. serTic art- f,..o~.!..n-es which br:r.a• 
back customers. 

For the: OWTlEH"S, .rch.i • ect.s lrmet & Davis, to,-~ ther 
with Kitchen Oes!~er Stan Abraos. ~rov~ded a 
st.rikir.g: ~nd a t. t.r.:acti YP. a rchlt ect.ura 1 des i r:r. with 
open vi ew glass rron:. nd excd 1 ent. 1i ~h tin ;; to 
a~tr·a.ct. patrons. Th>? (quipment. was selecte-d am! 
in:>talled to provide u.aa in:: ... n: 3a:dt.ation and ~ase of 
c le.anir, ;:; . with sr.ep-3avin& f~el.u.re-s l c arran,:::. ~""'er.!. 
and use of equ 1p~ent to speed servi~e for low ope:~­
lional expens e and Ion~ life . 

ihi rt.y ye-ar.s of restaurant Oj:'tration -:::q:~erl.l!'rJC:.e by 
;:,r . Royba.rt.:, p!u;; idNlS of the Architt•Ct ond Kitch -a 
DcsiF~ne?r· . Wt:H'!.' inco.r po:rated in the design of t.his 
!"estata•artt tc ~.ak~ po!1sible 3 hi3:hly nrofitublt: 
ore:atictt . 



S Dec ial Features: 

Speed of service is made possible by a simple menu 
and an efficient layout. Time and motion studies 
were used as the basis for placement of equipment 
to save steps and eliminate cross traffic. 

Flexible Seating: 

2. 

!3ooths and tables provide seating for 69 patrons, 
and the counter accommodates 21 patrons. giving a 
total of 90 seats . The dining room is easily closed 
off during slack periods. 

;) . SELECTION OF EQUIPf·~Er.:T 

As this is the third unit operated by this firm, 
many year.s of actual operating experience have gone 
into the selection of each item of equipment. Work­
ability, operation~ ease of cleaning and repair were 
given consideration. A simplified menu; and the use 
of frozen and other prepared foods minimize the amount 
of equipment required. This eliminates most prepara­
tory work. reduces the amount of working area needed 
in the kitchen, and adds to the profit area. 

An example of the equipment installed may be noted in 
photograph /184 s.howing the back-bar. The stainless 
steel back-bar is mounted on coved terrazo base. The 
spl'ayed apron provides knee clearance. 

Soecial Features: 

1. Refrigerated display case above. 

2. Rounded corners, seamless constructior., 
recessed door handles. 

). Automat ic beverage dispenser. 

4~ Milk dispenser . 

5. Lowerator dish dispenser pre-heats dishes, 
cups, and bowls. 

6. Built-in, heated. roll warmer. 

7. Iced tea, hot water for tea, and hot syrup. 

8. Automatic coffee maker. 
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~pecial Featur~s : 

1 . Al l trimmings are dis pas ed of ir1 a heavy­
duty waste disposer . 

2. Empty cans are was hed over a foot - operated, 
hot water spray to remove all food . Cans 
are then flattened and stored ou~ of sight 
until removed from prPr.iises. 

;. The ent;_ir~ fl oor is terrazo covered . 

The kitchen ·walls are tiled,. 

~- lll equipment is installed on terrazo 
islands, where poss ible . Where this isn 't 
coss:o1e th~ installation is secured to 
ihe wall , ana Lhe legs are removed to 
faciljtate cleanin~ . 

6 . All st.ain:ess st.eel equipment. with caved 
and seamless construction and nc prot.rudin'"· 
handles . 

7. Terrazo .!':oors ar.d s:.a1r.:ess st.eel qu·pm"'nt. 
make steam c:ear.ing a simple rr.atter . 

6 . Constant.l:· o~era•!rg ele:~rlc fans create 
down dra~~s o:e~ al: doors and entrances to 
keep o~~ irsee:s. 

9 . Use of e:e:·~!= cooking eliminates co~bustion 
fumes and greasy by-products . 

10 .. Ei ~h effi c:er:cy exhaust sys te!T removes cook­
ing odors. Grease filters on this system 
are instal:ed out of patrons' vision. 

11. The p;rease filters, in addition to beinv out 
of sight, are installed in the wall so that 
they can be removed from the rear for service , 
with no interference to cooks and no uns ightly 
appearance to diners as this is a 24-hour 
operation .. The fi)ters are removed and cleaned 
by running t herr. through the dish ... :ashi ne machine 
daily. 



§eecial Features [cont•d.) 

12. Complete air conditioning provides the 
diner with comfort and eliminates cooking 
odors. The air is exhausted by high 
velocity hoods over cooking centers. 

13. Dishwashing area has many sanitation features: 

(a) Stainless steel tables with rounded 
corners and seamless construction. 

(b) Tables are supported from the wall 
to eliminate legs. 

(c) Other equipment is mounted on terrazo 
islands. 

{d) Tiled walls, terrazo floor, acoustic 
ceiling. 

(e) Special exhaust hood for steam over 
dishwashing ~~chine. 

(f) Note bus box shelf under cable for 
extra storage of loaded boxes during 
rush r;eriods. 

(g) Garbage waste disposal and raised 
scrap block for par;ers. etc. 

(h) Pre-rinse. 

(i} Rinse-dry-injector for spot free, 
fast drying of dishes. 

(j) 180° F. temperature water for sanitizing 
final rinse. 

(k) Space for bus carts. 

(l) Depressed floor boards with special 
drain. 

(m} Excellent, high intensity lighting. 



E . 3A.F"TY 

Careful planning to eli~i~ate all hazards. 

1. Vinyl floor rr.at at cook's station is 
recessed into floor to rrevent tripping . 

2. Wood floor boards in dishwashing area are 
recessed flush with floor . 

). Use of bus carts and bus boxes. 

6 . 

4 . Fire extinguishers at co;wenient loca tions . 

5 . Automatic shut-down of ventilation systen1 
in case of fire . 

6 . Elimination of protruding door handles by 
use of recessed drawer pulls, etc. 

1 . Storage of detergent.s and cleaning supplies 
in janitor's closet. 

F. ECONOMIC SOUJ\'UNESS 

Seven months of actual operation have ser-ved to 
prove the many factors which were given careful 
consideration in p.:anning.. Soma of these important 

. factors are: 

Exhibition Cook ng: 

Attracts patrons and increases amount of checks. 
Ease of cleaning made possible by the absence of 
combustion fumes wi th electric cooking~ 

Emp1oxee ~~orale: 

Highest employee morale because of excellent working 
conditions made possible by having air conditioning 
and excellent equipment with whi ch to work. Employee 
meals are unlimited in choice or quantity! Separate 
employee dining area. 



Limited ::enu: 

Specializinf: in a few items has quiC'kly built a 
reputation for qual i ty and fast service. Of course 
this is reflected in menu prices. 

rrofitable Operation : 

Sound design and management is - fl r ted in the 
exceptional ope rating statemen~: 

Low labor cost 

Food Cos t 

Profit 

... • ij- • • • • 

!I! " • • II I • 

• iii .. • • .. .. -· 

29.2 ;.' 

41 .. 7"0 

7 . 51 

Proof of soundness in this t150,000 restaurant is 
further eviden~ea by the fact that plans are now 
nearly ~ompleted fo~ another unit incorporating the 
same features existing in this operation . 

Ci- OTHER FACTORS 

Lighting, color . air conditioning, a~~usL As . a~d 
musi c were ca r efully p:an::ed . 

Light ing : 

There i s a co1 orful, moving, electric: sign at the 
front of this oui!.di.ng. General illumination in the 
restaurant is from three rows of recessed R-40 floods 
spaced on 6 ft. centers .. There are also two rows of 
recessed ligh t fixtures on 24" centers over counters .. 
Ornamental lighting fixtures are used for- decor ative 
purposes i n the dining area. 

Following are actual readings of Ught intensity and 
glare-factor taken after 6 month's ope ration: 



Dining Room 
Counter 
Tables 
Entry 

Average Intensity 
in Foot Gandl es 

Back·bar Cook:ng Area 
Kitchen 

40 
55 
40 
55 
35 

35--50 
50--60 Dishwashing 

Columns 
Plantings 

Color: 

- -------

8. 

Brightness 
in Foot Lambe:rts 

5 
6 
6 
6 

7 
20 
3·5 
1.5 

Color pattern was given special attention by the 
archjtect. and a nlively" theme was developed, ranging 
from light brown to burnt orange for relief. Liberal 
use of glass , planter·s, etc., with the harmonious color 
scheme, makes fa~ pleasant dining surroundings. 

Music: 

Soft background n:usic is provided not only in the dining 
areas but in the kitchen as we:l, for the benefit of 
employees. 

AJr Conditioning: 

Complete comfort air condit.ioning is provided by an 
electric, refrigerated system. High velocity, exhaust 
hoods are provided over the cooking and dishwashing 
areas to remove steaffi and odors. 

3oundrroofing: 

An acoustic ·ei ng adds to dining comfort. 



E,.,n, bd,on cook,,_, 

ATTRACTIV E ATMOSPHERE 

provtdes pleosont dinmq backqround 

Wi.-.(! u!>C of COlOr ighf ntq,, mu<>i' .:Artd dir condit K>nn"'g 
F!e•1ble seattn9- ti'IIJ/py; IJ~I.,I~ tmo' cou,;t't<.r 

F "celfent liq hfir1q dt>s•qned to 
t:>nhance food colms 

Seating capacity rnc reose-d by 
booths olon9 V.sh(:IJWd qloss wall 
Md qives diner feeltnq ol privaty 

A<ous1 ic ce il in(_! 

Booth!> and c.ounterl'; em ro~sed 
coved boses 

Ter n:u:o floor 



STAINLESS STEEl BA K·8AR, ROUNOW CORNERS, 
SEAMLESS C.ONSl RUC1JON, MOUNTED ON TEAAA10 BASE 

':<ri:Jyed ~pron con-:.hucfion 1novid.:o~ 
l,r\e<!' deatdtl(~ tlli hondles rece~~ed. 

ru:>1~rl food c~bmet below fry!t!> 

Air <"..>h.oust ~b~vo cook:inq Qreq; 
qreos.e fiheu 1mtl!lled out of 
~iqht 1211d f>en'ic:ed from reor 

Rt- ro~('m+ed t11<.pla'( Hl'>C obO\IC 

~aJtor d!'Sh dlspen-.tr~ are pre-heoled 
Tl)d~ff!JS on ek:Yoied shelf to 
lfl<.feG!ooe wm k area 

Hedoc tt•iddl!!~ .:md fryers 
built-i n for sani tofiort 

t('}Wf;fafor Pre.:~d d <iopen-;er 

Rr.'•~Dt mt:Mncl at'\11 dtt~wt!'r~ 
ul'ldoi!r -~ W) tQ~ Ol'll1 q riddle 

Terrcuo floor- hos rec:essed 
.,hr1y! pllld {of moldu'nf l'lf/t1,-j 
at cooks s.h:dior1 

UNDER COUNTER 
WAITR ESS SERVfCE STATION 

R~hiqeroted 5torage for salads , 
Sc:l lod d1essin9 on tap . 
E I ed ttc hot soup conto iner 

Vinyl eave r lnq on she~ves cov_ecl 
nnd bulr-nosed for ei!Se ll'i c.leantn9 
Sfanted de!>igr'l to provide easier 
access fo r "''oitre<:.s 
(Qun-!ers on t o rsed b1;1:;.e s 

lerrtl zo floor, 



DIS HWASHING AREA 
Designed for Effi ciency and Sanitat ion 

Stan ess S~ee! fables ond shelves .. coved 
corners seamless 

Secured to ... o s io elm-.•note legs 

Rll sea co.ed rena:w n()ses tor equipment 
(l so • '-'' emr+ tt~ cks 

,., ec: 1or • nse 

[xha shelf fm loaded bus boxes during rush 

t oor moi reu:ssed tn 41oor for SClfe1 y 

lii~h 1rden~lty l,qhlinq 

Acoustic cetl1nq - l lied walls ~ terrcn o floor 

Space for bus cads 
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Metropolis 

Neon Rhapsody 

~u,.-,"" """.:l~·n Galii<=U. on.~b<d,;;u 
"'lil<<'mJ>'r .... .....a.. "Tho ""'tho<"""' ful'~ll' 
..., ..... .J..,I. ~ ................ Ilk""""' ir· -'.d 
ap>l.lll! ,...u, ldUliJ hi"""l'"-1:M' uo ~ t'-"'1' ~~"'"' 
""-"',;If" ~wml!'" laul!"' oo lhl' ._, om-d"l'-

f"' .... ols.oc.J)5oM:s< P'~ ~~.; ... )"' 
a.~ ~IOIIl< .-,. IJ:r N01nt ~ He -11.- ;;.,..,.. J 

- -~'anili. roil"' ~hops.. ami his f»m<" l"" bf:om l~Jbins: "1> 
~l;cro CloliiOitlllo ~ l<>f ..... \h.lll EiO ~-·ll:r.il. 
untiJ~tfr.ona~r~~-

:-.~, _ _,,~..._~.Jd~_.d ........ ....,.~. 
~·hm~cme lD~fM!: ~·He~ tat.al.1. 

...,.j <Of ......... """'n. ~ ""'"""b:f'"' ""'"1"' 
~.a...,wl.~ ... ~~l!!l"'*llk 
•'~!18M~"' """""'*"" - .... - •<Nth l""'f'" .. ~ r:l 
""' b<!w.d a-n-"8!:~~ H< hm:d iU"Jiii<a~~~: ,..;... ...., oo.1 
flllic'llrtf ttl!!:'" \ottl)' Coaltrl't.~t.lo <~ t.hop {.or clt:~tM 
W(h Jl lli<" ClOt:k. .1:\d Ht:dd~c r!':.u»ur.utn.. AI. I tiJ'n.c' 
""hen . .w~n ..,..," Ul to~" ~~Jo~~~tl1 •e~nJK ~p. 
!'l:M•a• .... .,..~-. m .... bi. ~ .. ··~lit>< ><!!If Wltl! J 

rt><lltb.a,lllt<"<l""""'""""'d'"""'""k. 
But d'le JX«to de· rt:\t'IU.l'Y~ ~'U die slp1, a ~pkly 

,!W>;j, 1<1 'Non~\1 on<~gc.' u ~~ a:c~ Q!~, P>< 
olo6., !'-'1m>-~ 11'1<' <ill'l to daott Iii.< ih< "•IOU)' 
~Hi~ La.t. Ytop.i.. .-.·nd t.: ftOt hit Willl. ~t ttr•wkd 
Ill< doil!" 1.01 • ,...,.,., Mpi\!Q l;n l~ a ~.t.ll:>l< 
lie~>• '"-' ...... <lie· leu<n N 0.11-U-li flll<.lo:d ,......, • 
...U, ~ "''l t(> boo=. <'l>d1 l<t.-, l>b.tt"''l r,..,., r., 
- pttll101lC.·I·;! bacl(!OO>ll<J "'lh ~g• 
white neon ~'&ftoog lingo fy •ltor.itollUl e.Te\.,), 
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Wilshire I (ARGJ 

Individual Resources- 10/15/14 

Contextl: 

Conte>:t: 

SI.Jbconteid: 

Theme: 

Subtheme; 

Pro~rty type: 

Property sub type: 

Criteria : 

Stat.us code: 

Reason: 

Context2: 

COntext: 

Sub cont.e:rt: 

Theme: 

SUbtheme: 

Property type: 

Property sub type: 

Criteria: 

Stat,us code: 

Reason: 

Conbtxt.l: 

Context; 

SUb context: 

The.f'l'!le: 

Subtheme~ 

Property type: 

Address: 

N;~me: 

Year bullt: 

Architectural style: 

460 LA CISNEGI'l. BLVO 

No1111U 

1956 

Googre 

Architecture and Engineering. 1850--1980 

LA. Modernism, 1919·1980 

Post-War Modernfsm. 1946·1976 

Googte, 1935·1969 

ca merda l 

No SUb-Type 

C/3/3 
3S;3CS;SS3 

Excellent example of a Googll! style c;offee shop in the area. Designed by architect$ Armet and Davis, 
early and ootoble pr~tlctioners of the Googie style. 

Cofllnl(j,rtia l Development, 18S.Q..1980 

No Slilb-C(,lnttlt 

Comll'lt'rcial ldentity, 18StH980 

No SubTheme 

Commercial 

No Sub-Type 

A/'111 
3S;3CS;SS3 

Significant as the long-term locatioo of the Los Angeles-based coffee shop cllalo and as the oklest 
Norms still in ope<ation. As. the business has been in continuous use here since 1956, the PeriOd of 
Sign !flea nee is left open-ended, 

Address: 

Name: 

Year built: 

Architectural style: 

1479 S I..A OENEGA BlVD 

Motel Grand 

1947 

Commercial, Vernacular; Moderne, Streamline 

Commercial Development. 1850-1980 

1'10 Su.b-cont~ 

Motels, 1'925·1970 

No SubTheme 

. Comrrn:rc:lal · Lodgtng 
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Commerciat Development; 1850-1980 

CONTEXT: Commercial Development, 1S50·1980 

SUB CONTEXT: No Sub-contexL 

THEME: Commercial Identity, 1850·191:10 

SUBTHEME: No SubTheme 

. PROPERTY TYPE~ Commercial 

PROPERTY SUB TYPE: No Sub-Type 

GEOGRAPHIC lOCATION Cttywide 
AREA OF SIGNIFICANCE Comm erce; E.thnk Hln o'l; Social History 
CIHTERIA A/1/ l 

PERIOD OF SIGNIFICANCe 1850- 19$() 

I'S associated wit!n a business that made important CGnl ributions to commercial growth 

EUGIBiliTY STANDARDS: and development 

M ore research needed 

No Eligibility Standards checked 

Resource does not meet EligibWty Standards 

Was the found ing location ot or the fong·term location at a business significant .in 

commercial history 

CHARACTER 
!For t he National Register, property must possess exceptiona ~ importance if less than SO DEFINING/ASSOCIATiVE 

FEATURES: years ofage 

May also contribute tD the social and cultural f":tistory of Los Angeles 
May be assocmt~d wit h a b~JSine ss/corporatic:m tflat has gained regional or national 

importance 

!May be as.'Siod ated ~~ith ethnl.:, .:u lwral, women's or LGBT groups 
May feature iconic corporate designs, logos and signs 

May have particular significance for its association with a neighborhood or community 

in Los Angeles 

M ay have served as a prototype for oth er buildings and loc.atioru 

More research needed 

No CDFs/As.sociative rrea~ures check~d 

Resource does not reta in sufficien~ CDFs/Associative features 

Retains most of the essential physical featur~ 5 from the period of significance 

Was the founding location of a business sigJJ rflcant i1n commercia l history 
' 

,Was the long-term location of a business signlfitafl t in commerical history 

INTEGRITY 
CONSrDERATIONS; Setting may have changed (surrounding buildings and land uses! 

Should reta in integrity of location, Design, Feeling, Matertals and Association 
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Arehitectur& and Engineering, 1850·1980 
------------------------

_CO_NT_· _EXT~~: __________ -+A~r~ch~i~te=ct~u~r~e-=a~n~d~E~ng~i~n~ee~r~in~&~18=5~~~1=9~8~0 ______________________________ ~· 

SUB CONTEXT: 
THEME: 
SUB THEME: 

LA. Modernism, 1919-1980 

I Post-War ModernJsr:n,l946:~.9.?Ei 
:Googie, 1935-1969 

.Pf!_(JPERTY TYPE: j Commercial 

PROPERTY SUB TYPE: I No Sub· Type 

----L---
GEOGRAPHlC lOCATION jCttywide, typicaHy occur along commercial corridors, particularly those developed in 

!the post WWII·era 
AREA Of SIGNiftCANC£ .

1
1.,;.;A;.;.;rc~h;;.;it:..;;;e=.;ct:..;;;u:.;.;re;;_,. _________________ ______ _ 

_ CRrfER.!B_ C/}/3 _ --------------------------, 
PERIOD OF SIGNIFICANCE 1935 ~ 1969 

-------------------r-------------------------------------------------------~ 
, ELIGIBIUTY STANDARDS: Exhib its quality of design through distinctive features 

tiS &ood exampl~ the GoQ ie archlt:..-:e.;:.ct;;.;:IJ:.:.t'.=.e.;::;:.~c.:;;e::;._ ___________ _____ 

Was const ructed during the eriod of si nificance - ---- --- --
i More research needed 
j R~ou~e d~es not me~-eJigit;;it;Sta~~_c!L ____ _ 
1No Eligibi lity Standards checked 
I 

OIARACTER More research needed 
DEFlNING/AS$0CIATIVE 
FEATURES: 

---------------1-'-'N.::..._o f;_D!Jj_ Associative.Features checke""'d;;__ _______________________ . 
----------r-:R~,~ce do!S:..(l·~t retain sufficient COFs/Ass.oclative Features,_• ________ _ 

~~lding_ig_~_fl2<!.Y.~.i!PJ.~~harpj!ng~ and sweepiDJL~!"'e~ . _____________ ... 

Common building types include coffee shops, car washes, service stations, motels, 
drive-ins, and bowling alleys --------------- ---------------
Dramatic rooflines, including butterfly, folded plate (zig, zag), dome and cant1iever 

---------------f-- ---
-------------f--"'-)(t'-'"e.;.;n.:;.s.i..:..ve=~. se of glass1 such as_flo~r·to~ceilin late lass w indows 

INTEGRITY 
CONSIDfRATIONS: 

Fer he National Register, property must possess exceptional importance if less than 

SO years of age 

Often incorporates applied details, induding neon signage and geometric 
ornamentation 

Retains most of the essentjal character-defining features from the period of 
significance 

Vi'l~iety of ~ate ria~, including st:~cco, brick, .stone, wo~d 

Extant examples of Googie are relativefy rare, therefore a greater degree of 
. alterations or~ fewer character-defini ng feature.s may b_e _a_cc_e..;..p_ta_b_te ______ ___, 

~~~-~-~--1 _0.;..~ ;....ri ot;i;..;naf land!Jca il)_g may ~31ve bee!J..~Itered :;!f remo~d 
_ Orfginat use m~y nave chan ed 
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thould retain integrity of location, Design, Materials, Wor-kmanship, and Feeling 

l signage may have been alte red 
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