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May 19, 2025 

Los Angeles City Council 
City Hall 
200 N. Spring St. 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 

RE: CF 16-1104-S3 - City Council Rules/Council Rule 7/Council Rule 63/N-Word and C-Word 
Epithets/Amendments 

Empowerment Congress West Area Neighborhood Development Council (ECWA) supports 
council file CF-1104-S3, which changes the Los Angeles City Council Rules 7 and 63 to prohibit 
the use of the N-word or the C-word.   

Use of the N-word and C-word is harmful. The harm only increases in a formal public meeting 
where some members of the public receive the false impression that the City of Los Angeles 
condones the use of these words. Use of these epithets is also disruptive. Besides inciting, or 
threatening to incite, verbal and even physical altercations, these slurs disrupt Council and 
Committee meetings and make it intolerable for many members of the public to attend and 
participate in meetings. This denies elected officials the benefit of hearing from constituents 
and subverts the function of the public comment period. It also suppresses the constitutional 
right of many members of the public to freely petition their government. 

We request that the prohibition of the use of the N-word and the C-word be extended to 
neighborhood council meetings and all city meetings. 

ECWA thanks the City Council for your attention to this matter and we appreciate your 
commitment to strengthening our community. 

Respectfully, 

Empowerment Congress West Area Neighborhood Development Council (ECWA) 
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