program.

Contact Information

Neighborhood Council: Greater Echo Park Elysian Neighborhood Council

Name: Darcy Harris

Phone Number: (213) 595-8350

Email: darcy.harris.epnc@gmail.com

The Board approved this CIS by a vote of: Yea(17) Nay(0) Abstain(0) Ineligible(0) Recusal(0)
Date of NC Board Action: 07/24/2018

Type of NC Board Action: For

Impact Information

Date: 08/03/2018

Update to a Previous Input: No

Directed To: City Council and Committees

Council File Number: 18-0610

Agenda Date: 08/08/2018

Item Number:

Summary: The Echo Park Neighborhood Council supports the proposed Tenants' Rightto Counsel

Many tenants who have been served an eviction notice to terminate tenancy have limited access to legal
representation. This program serves to provide apartment renters faced with eviction or landlord harassment
with legal assistance they might not otherwise be able to obtain. The proposal calls for City staff to develop
recommendations on developing the Tenants Right to Counsel program including prospective costs and
funding sources and report back to the City Council within 120 days.

A Right to Counsel law was approved by voters in San Francisco in June 2018, and New York City adopted
such a law in 2017. The City of Los Angeles should act to provide the right to counsel as soon as possible for
the 60% plus of its residents who are renters.


mailto:darcy.harris.epnc@gmail.com

ECHO PARK NEIGHBORHOOD
COUNCIL

1226 Alvarado St., L.A. CA 90026

ECHO PARK
NEIGHBORHOOD
COUNCIL
Community Impact Statement (CIS) )
Council File Number: 18-0610 tl
Tenants' Right to Counsel Ordinance/Program \\ p ;
July 24, 2018 CERTIFIED NEIGHBORHOOD
COUNCIL

APRIL 16, 2002

To: Honorable City Council, Los Angeles City Hall, 200 N. Spring Street, room 395, Los Angeles, CA
90012 c/o Office ofthe City Clerk.

The Echo Park Neighborhood Council (EPNC) is requesting that the aforesaid CIS be attached to
Council File No. 18-0610. On July 24, 2018, with a quorum of 17, the EPNC Board of Governors
held a Brown Act-noticed meeting and with a vote of 17 yeas, 0 nays, and 0 abstentions, the EPNC
voted to submit this CIS.

The Echo Park Neighborhood Council supports the Tenants’ Right to Counsel program proposed by
Councilmember Paul Koretz, and seconded by Councilmember Herb Wesson.

With the 2018 Los Angeles Homeless Count showing nearly 10,000 people experiencing homelessness
for the first time, it can be reasonably concluded that the combined impacts of evictions and rental
housing unaffordability are contributing substantially to the homelessness crisis in Los Angeles. Many
of those receiving eviction notices were among the approximately 30,000 L.A. renters who received
Unlawful Detainers (final evictions notices) in 2017.

Many tenants who have been served an eviction notice to terminate tenancy have limited access to
legal representation. This program serves to provide apartment renters faced with eviction or landlord
harassment with legal assistance they might not otherwise be able to obtain. The proposal calls for
City staffto develop recommendations on developing the Tenants Right to Counsel program including
prospective costs and funding sources and report back to the City Council within 120 days.

A Right to Counsel law was approved by voters in San Francisco in June 2018, and New York City
adopted such a law in 2017. The City of Los Angeles should act to provide the right to counsel as soon
as possible for the 60% plus of its residents who are renters.

Respectfully,

Tad-Aenawi
Chair, Echo Park Neighborhood Council



