
September 4, 2018 

We, the Sierra Club, continue to oppose the tree removal permit in the case of 11580 Sunshine 

Terrace: ENV 2016- 3230 MND.   

This project, as planned, would remove 9 coast live oaks, and 1 black walnut.  The need to 

address climate change at the source leads us to take a position that protecting all trees, especially trees 

legally protected in the City should be truly protected.  

Furthermore, it has been reported that other black walnut stumps on the property are there 

because of potentially illegal removal of more protected trees.  This alleged illegal tree removal should 

be investigated and the tree permit process for this case should be stopped until the investigation is 

completed.   

 The Tree removal permitting process at its heart needs to be reevaluated.  It has come to our 

attention time and time again that communities want the trees in their neighborhood protected.  The 

protected tree ordinance should have changed the continual removal of trees that make communities 

more pleasant.  I hope that you will investigate the removal of protected walnuts that has already 

occurred.  I understand that this developer has returned to the drawing board and drafted a plan that 

may allow for human habitation while leaving the protected trees intact.  This new plan should be given 

review following the investigation of the missing trees. 

 
We requested that you deny the permit to remove trees at address 11580 Sunshine Terrace, BPW -
2017-0726, ENV -2016-3230-MND in 2017 and we still have this position. The removal of protected trees 
should not be done lightly.  Many of them are healthy according to protected tree report. Furthermore 
the change in the project requires that you review the environmental impact on the changed project. 
This has not been done. 
 

Further the mitigation stated for the trees:   that removal of these trees is a significant impact, 
but it is mitigated by planting trees close together on one end of the property and issuing a bond to the 
city if they die. This is not effective mitigation for the loss of carbon sequestration or habitat.   

 
 The impact on wildlife section IV of the mitigated negative declaration was identified as 

potentially significant, for wildlife on site and migratory wildlife.  No statement has been included in the 
report to this board about how that impact was mitigated.  There was a section IV 10 in the MND 



indicating that the developer should monitor for nesting birds, and have a biologist on hand. Why was 
this not mentioned in the staff report as a requirement during construction? 
 

I urge that a subsequent MND be circulated to address both the omissions of mitigation to 
effects on wildlife and climate change will be addressed, as well as the change in the impact due to 
changes in the footprint of the project.  I urge that you allow the public full access to the process of 
review on this revised MND.  
 

Sincerely,  

 
Barry Katzen 
Chair of San Fernando Valley Group of  
The Sierra Club Angeles Chapter 
 
and 
 
  Theresa Brady 
 Conservation Chair for the San Fernando Valley Group  
 The Sierra Club Angeles Chapter 
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