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procedures and fees for consideration by the DRB and 
appeals from the Director's determination are set forth in 
the Los Angeles Municipal Code Section 16.50. 

B. Exceptions to Height Requirements. 

1. Measurement of structures 

a. When the elevation of the highest adjoining public 
sidewalk within a five-foot horizontal distance of an 
exterior wall of a building exceeds grade by more than five 
feet, a building or structure may exceed the height 
permitted under Subsection A of this Section in number of 
feet by not more than the difference between the elevation 
of the highest adjoining public sidewalk and grade. 
However, no such additional height shall cause any 
portion of the building or structure to exceed a height of 45 
feet, as measured from the highest point of the roof 
structure or parapet wall to the elevation of the ground 
surface which is vertically below that point of 
measurement. 

b. Notwithstanding Paragraph a above, for Projects located 
in Subarea 2, on sites which total one acre or more, the 
height of the structure, excluding roofs, roof structures, 
parapets and Unoccupied Towers, shall not exceed a 
height of 55 feet as measured from the highest point of 
the structure to the ground surface vertically below the 
point of measurement. 

c. For Projects located in Subarea 2, on sites which total one 
acre or more, the height of the structure including 
elements as specified in Section 12.21.1 B 3 of the Los 
Angeles Municipal Code shall not exceed 65 feet as 
measured from the highest point of any roof, roof structure 
or parapet wall, to the ground surface vertically below the 
point of measurement, except for Unoccupied Towers as 
specified in Subdivision 3 below. Roof structures are to be 
screened from view at street level. 

2. Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 12.21.1 B 3 of the 
Los Angeles Municipal Code, except for sites which total one 
acre or more in Subarea 2, roofs, and roof structures for the 
purposes specified in Section 12.21.1 B 3 of the Los Angeles 
Municipal Code may be erected up to ten feet above the 
prescribed height limit, provided that any roof structures are 
screened from view at street level. 

3. Unoccupied towers shall be permitted as follows: 

a. If located at a corner on the frontage of the building, the 
tower may not exceed an additional 40 feet above the 
permitted building height. 

b. If located elsewhere on a lot, the tower may not exceed an 
additional 20 feet above the permitted building height. 
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C. Height and Setbacks along Building Frontage. 

1. The height of a building, including roofs, roof structures, but 
excluding Unoccupied Towers, shall not exceed 40 feet within a 
five-foot horizontal distance of any building line or any lot line 
parallel to a public street if there is no building line. Above 
40 feet, the building, roof and roof structures shall be set back 
from the building line or lot line at a 45-degree angle. 

2. The height of a building adjacent to one or more Cultural 
Resources shall not exceed a height that is within five feet of the 
average height of the adjacent Cultural Resources or 30 feet, 
whichever is greater. Above this height, the building shall be set 
back from the building line or lot line at a 45-degree angle. 

3. Except on Broxton Avenue, at least 80 percent of the exterior 
wall along the Building Frontage shall be located no more than 
five feet from any building line or any lot line parallel to a public 
street if there is no building line, up to a height of 30 feet or the 
top story, whichever is less. 

4. On Broxton Avenue, not more than 65 percent of the exterior 
wall area along the Building Frontage on a lot must be located 
within five feet of the lot line on that frontage. 

PARKING AND MOBILITY 

A. Number of Spaces Required. 

The number of parking spaces required for each use shall be 
determined by the requirements set forth in LAMC 12.21 A 4. 

B. Subsurface Parking. 

If a Cultural Resource is demolished or relocated, subsurface parking 
in conjunction with any replacement structure may not extend into 
the public right-of-way. 

C. Location of Parking. 

Notwithstanding Section 12.21 A 4 (g) of the Los Angeles Municipal 
Code to the contrary and except as otherwise specified in 
Subsection G below, parking shall be provided either (1) on site, (2) 
outside the Village Center but within the Specific Plan Area, or (3) 
within 1,000 feet of the Project, if outside of the Specific Plan Area. 

D. Employee Parking and Village Validation System. 

Of the total required parking spaces for commercial uses, no more 
than one space per 1,000 square feet of floor area may be reserved 
for employee use; however, this restriction shall not apply to parking 
for office, medical office and hotel uses. The remaining spaces shall 
be made available for public use in connection with a Village-wide 
validation system, which system exists at the time the required 
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parking is provided, or which may be subsequently created. Such 
availability shall be guaranteed by Covenant. After the Covenant is 
recorded, a copy of the Covenant bearing the Recorder's number 
and date shall be furnished to the City Planning Department for its 
records. 

E. Bicycle Parking and Shower Facilities. 

Off-street parking spaces for bicycles and facilities for employee 
showers and lockers shall be provided as follows: 

1. For any building, portion thereof or addition thereto used for 
non-residential purposes, bicycle parking shall be provided at 
a ratio of 5 percent of the number of required automobile 
parking spaces for non-residential uses; if the calculation of the 
number of required spaces under this paragraph results in a 
number including a faction, the next highest whole number 
shall be the number required. 

2. All bicycle parking spaces required by this subdivision shall 
include a stationary-parking device, which adequately supports 
the bicycle. In addition, at least half of the bicycle parking 
spaces shall include a stationary parking devise which securely 
locks the bicycle without the use of a user supplied cable or 
chain. Devices which hold the bicycle upright by wheel contact 
must hold at least 180 degrees of wheel arc. 

3. Each bicycle parking space shall be a minimum of two-feet in 
width and six-feet in length and shall have a minimum of six 
feet of overhead clearance. 

4. Bicycle parking spaces shall be separated from automobile 
parking spaces or aisles by a wall, fence, or curb or at least five 
feet of open space marked to prohibit parking. 

5. Aisles providing access to bicycle parking spaces shall be at 
least five feet in width. 

6. Signage which is clearly legible upon approach to every 
automobile entrance to the parking facility shall be displayed 
indicating the availability and location of bicycle parking. 

F. Designation of Parking Facility Site as a Donor Site. 

1. Any site in the Specific Plan Area providing at least 500 new 
public parking spaces may be designated as a Donor Site and 
the owner of that site may transfer all or any portion of its Base 
Permitted Floor Area to any Receiver Site if it complies with the 
requirements of Subdivision 2 of this Subsection. 

2. In order to qualify as a Donor Site, the Project containing the 
parking facility must comply with the following requirements: 

a. Floor area to a depth of 30 feet along at least 70 percent 
of the ground floor Building Frontage, excluding the 
frontage along parking and pedestrian access to the 
parking structure, shall be devoted to retail, Restaurant or 
other food service uses. Half of the total of any such retail 
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uses shall be devoted to Neighborhood Retail uses. 

b. The Project shall contain a public restroom facility; 

c. Vehicular access to the parking facility shall be located 
outside of the Village Center, unless the Department of 
Transportation determines that such would not be 
feasible; 

d. No Cultural Resource may be demolished or significantly 
altered in order to construct any such parking facility. 

e. The parking facility shall provide bicycle parking at the 
ratio specified in Section 10 E of this Specific Plan. 

3. No more than 1,250 new parking spaces within the entire 
Specific Plan Area may be used to qualify for the transferability 
privileges of this Subsection. 

G. Automobile Parking Relief. 

1. Changes of Use. Notwithstanding Sections 12.21 A.4, or any 
other Code section, ordinance, or specific plan to the contrary, 
a change of use, when plans are submitted and accepted by 
the Department of Building and Safety, shall not be required to 
increase automobile parking beyond that required by the 
existing approved use and for the duration of the changed use, 
if the following criteria is met: 

a. Only changes of use to an allowed nonresidential use in 
the respective zone are eligible. 

b. The building wherein the change of use is occurring shall 
have a valid certificate of occupancy, temporary certificate 
of occupancy, or a building permit if the building was 
constructed prior to when a certificate of occupancy was 
required. 

c. The change of use is limited to 15,000 square feet of floor 
area or less. 

d. Any additions resulting in an increase of Floor Area shall 
be within the existing walls and existing roofline of the 
tenant space and building, not inclusive of outdoor space. 
At no time shall the addition result in a total floor area for 
the entire tenant space and/or building of more than 
15,000 square feet. 

e. At no time shall tenant spaces utilizing this Section be 
allowed to aggregate or combine spaces that would result 
in a floor area greater than 15,000 square feet. If this 
occurs, then the parking for the whole tenant space shall 
conform with the provisions in Section 12.21 A.4. 

f. No net loss of Guest Rooms and/or dwelling units result 
from the change of use. 
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2. Application. An application shall be filed, in accordance with 
the procedures set forth by the Department of Building and 
Safety. 

3. Consistency. Except as specified in this Subsection, the 
Project shall comply with the applicable provisions of the 
Municipal Code and be consistent with the General Plan. 

H. Traffic Demand Management Strategies. 

The City shall not issue a building permit or a Certificate of 
Occupancy for a Project that is not in compliance with the 
requirements set forth in LAMC 12.26 J and the Citywide Traffic 
Demand Management (TOM) Program Guidelines. 

DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS 

A. Any exterior wall abutting a public right-of-way shall not extend more 
than 40 feet horizontally without containing architectural features 
which will adequately protect against featureless, uninterrupted, 
large wall planes. 

B. The primary entrance to any business located on the ground floor 
along the Building Frontage shall be located on that frontage and 
substantially at ground level. 

C. To the extent that the Department of Transportation determines that 
it would be feasible, driveway access to parking in the Village Center 
shall be provided from alleys. 

D. To the extent that the Department of Transportation determines that 
it would be feasible, driveway access to parking spaces located on 
lots that front on the following streets, which may be closed on 
weekends, shall not be located on those streets: 1. Westwood 
Boulevard between. Lindbrook Drive and Le Conte Avenue. 2. 
Broxton Avenue between Kinross and Le Conte Avenue. 3. Glendon 
Avenue within 300 feet of Weyburn Avenue. 4. Weyburn Avenue 
between Broxton and Glendon Avenue. 5. Kinross Avenue between 
Gayley and Glendon Avenue. 

A 15-foot wide, landscaped setback shall be provided from the 
building line along Tiverton Avenue within Subareas 1 and 2. 
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SIGNS 

A. Approval. 

No building permit for an exterior sign shall be issued, nor shall any 
exterior sign be installed, unless the proposed sign has been 
considered by the Director of Planning and either approved or 
determined eligible for Administrative Review. Any deviation from 
Section 11, shall require a recommendation from the ORB. Each 
review process shall consider the type, area, height, shape, and 
projection of the proposed sign. 

B. Prohibited Signs. 

The following signs are prohibited: 

1. Roof signs, effective January 4, 1979. 

2. Monument Signs and pole signs, except as permitted in 
Subsection C, Subdivision 1 and Subsection G, Subdivision 4 
below, effective January 4, 1979. 

3. Off-site commercial signs. 

4. Signs having flashing, mechanical, strobe or blinking lights or 
moving parts, except that theater marquees may have blinking 
lights, effective January 4, 1979. 

5. Mural signs. 

6. Projecting signs, except that Village Pedestrian Signs shall be 
permitted. 

7. Sandwich signs. 

8. Cabinet Signs. 

C. Temporary Signs. 

Temporary signs shall be permitted pursuant to Section 91.6215 of 
the Los Angeles Municipal Code, except that such signs may not be 
installed on any single premise for a cumulative period in excess of 
60 days per calendar year. 

D. Number of Signs. 

No more than one wall sign or awning sign, and one Village 
Pedestrian Sign or window sign, shall be constructed, placed, created 
or maintained for each premise, except that: 
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1. Automobile service stations may have one additional pole sign. 

2. Theaters may have additional wall signs, not to exceed a total 
of 100 square feet in sign area. Theaters may also have 
marquee signs. 

3. Premises located above the ground floor, which do not take 
their primary access directly from an exterior walkway open to 
the public, may have only a Building or Business Identification 
Sign adjacent to each exterior entrance which provides access 
to those Premises. 

4. Premises with at least 60 feet of Store Frontage may have an 
additional sign for each 30 feet of Store Frontage in excess of 30 
feet. 

5. Ground floor Premises that have an entrance on an alley, may 
have one additional sign on the exterior wall which abuts the 
alley. 

6. Premises that take their primary access from an exterior 
walkway open to the public and that are located on a street 
corner may have one wall sign or awning sign and one Village 
Pedestrian Sign or window sign on each exterior wall of the 
premise which abuts a street. 

7. Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 91.6205 K of the Los 
Angeles Municipal Code, pennants, banners, and flags that do 
not contain written advertising, are permitted, subject to the 
review and approval of the Department City Planning. 

E. Sign Area. 

1. Wall or Awning Signs. 

a. The combined sign area of all wall and awning signs on a 
single-story building or structure that abuts a public street 
shall not exceed three square feet for each foot of street 
frontage. For buildings that are more than one story in 
height, the combined sign area of all wall and awning 
signs may exceed that permitted for a single-story building 
or structure by 10 percent. 

b. Theaters shall be permitted three and a half square feet 
of sign area for each foot of street frontage. 

c. For all buildings occupied by more than one premise, the 
size of signs pertaining to each premise shall not exceed 
one and a half square feet of combined sign area for each 
foot of Store Frontage of the premise. 

d. The sign area permitted for each additional sign allowed 
for Premises located on an alley, shall not exceed one 
square foot for each lineal foot of building wall occupied 
by the premise on the alley on which the sign is located. 
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e. Sign area shall be calculated separately for each street or 
alley that the building abuts and may not be accumulated. 

f. No sign shall exceed a maximum of 75 square feet, 
except that signs attached to theaters shall not exceed a 
maximum of 320 square feet, and a sign which abuts an 
alley shall not exceed a maximum of 50 square feet. 

2. Building or Business Identification Signs. 

No Building or Business Identification Sign shall exceed four 
square feet. 

3. Village Pedestrian Signs. 

a. No Village Pedestrian Sign shall exceed four square feet 
or a vertical or horizontal dimension of 30 inches. 

b. Lettering shall be limited to a maximum of 30 percent of 
the sign area. 

4. Window Signs. 

No window sign shall exceed four square feet or 15 percent of 
the window area, whichever is less. 

F. Height. 

The height to the top of any sign shall be limited to a maximum of 20 
feet above the elevation of the sidewalk or edge of the roadway 
nearest the sign, except that: 

1. Premises that take their primary access from an exterior 
walkway open to the public may measure from the highest level 
of such exterior walkway directly under the sign. 

2. Signs that are located on an Unoccupied Tower of a theater 
may extend above 20 feet. 

G. Projection of Signs. 

1. No wall sign shall project more than 18 inches from the face of 
the building to which it is attached, effective January 4, 1979. 

2. When a Village Pedestrian Sign is attached to a wall, the sign 
shall project no more than 30 inches from the wall to which it is 
attached. 

H. Exceptions. 

The provisions of this Section shall not apply to: 
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1. Any sign required by law or by a governmental agency. 

2. Real estate signs that pertain to rent, lease or sale of an 
existing premise and have a sign area that does not exceed 18 
inches by 25 inches. 

3. Signs advertising the sale or lease of a vacant lot provided they 
comply with the following conditions: 

a. Signs shall not be illuminated. 

b. Total sign area shall not exceed nine square feet. 

c. Signs shall not exceed a height to the top of the sign of six 
feet above the elevation of the sidewalk or edge of the 
roadway nearest the sign. 

d. Signs shall be located not less than ten feet from the 
property line. 

4. Directory Signs that have been approved by the Director of 
Planning. A Directory Sign may be a Monument Sign and shall 
be permitted only as part of a Village-wide streetscape 
improvement. 

5. Traffic direction and parking information signs that have been 
approved by the Director of Planning. 

6. Temporary construction signs located on a lot where a building 
or structure is being erected or remodeled and that identifies the 
owner, architects, engineers, financing agent and/or 
contractors involved in the Project; provided there shall be no 
more than one such sign along each street on which a Project 
fronts, and provided that such sign shall not be more than 40 
square feet in total sign area and shall not exceed a height to 
the top of the sign of eight feet above the elevation of the 
sidewalk or edge of the roadway nearest the sign. Such sign 
shall be removed within 15 days following completion of the 
construction or remodeling. 

7. Temporary political or other ideological signs, provided such 
signs shall not be roof signs, shall not exceed 20 square feet in 
sign area, shall not exceed a height to the top of the sign of 
eight feet above the elevation of the sidewalk or edge of the 
roadway nearest the sign, and, if they relate to an election or 
other event, shall be removed within 15 days following the 
election or event to which they relate. 

8. Store hour signs, provided such signs shall be placed in the 
front door or window closest to that door and shall not exceed 
64 square inches in sign area. 

9. Signs which identify security protection systems, provided such 
signs shall not exceed 59 square inches in area. 
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Section 13. 

I. Sign Programs. 

All Sign Programs, with plans fully delineating the size, number, 
location, color, material finish for all exterior signage (including 
identity, retail, parking, etc.), shall be submitted to and reviewed by 
the ORB to make a recommendation prior to the Director of Planning 
issuing an approval. 

Notwithstanding the above, the ORB and the Director shall not 
consider the content of the sign(s) in their review or recommendation 
and approval. Content shall include color unless it is solely related 
to the structure of the sign (framing, support brackets, edging). 

BROXTON AVENUE AND VILLAGE-WIDE IMPROVEMENTS 
ASSESSMENT DISTRICT 

The proposed Broxton Avenue streetscape improvements and the Village­
wide sidewalk improvements and signage program will be financed 
through an assessment district. The Bureau of Engineering of the 
Department of Public Works is the lead agency with the responsibility for 
implementing these improvements, including the preparation of a detailed 
streetscape plan and construction drawings. The Planning Department 
and Department of Transportation will also participate in conceptual 
development and evaluation of the streetscape design proposal. 

DESIGN REVIEW PROCEDURES 

A. Jurisdiction. 

No building permit shall be issued for any building or structure, 
signage, Village-wide public improvements, or other development of 
property, unless the Project has been reviewed and approved in 
accordance with the design review . board procedures of Section 
16.50 and the Specific Plan Procedures of Section 11.5.7 of the 
Los Angeles Municipal Code. Projects eligible for Administrative 
Review which comply with Section 3 A of this Specific Plan shall be 
exempt from the ORB process. 

B. Design Review Criteria.· 

Pursuant to LAMC Section 16.50, the ORB shall make a 
recommendation to the Director of Planning concerning a proposed 
Project on the basis of the following criteria: 

1. The Project shall conform to all applicable provisions of the 
Specific Plan. 

2. The Project shall be consistent with the Westwood Village 
Design Guidelines. 

3. The colors and types of building materials shall be reasonably 
consistent with the character of Cultural Resources in the area. 

4. The Project shall not cast shadows onto adjacent residential 
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buildings outside the Specific Plan Area for more than two 
hours between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. on December 21 or between 
10 a.m. and 4 p.m. on March 21. 

5. All open areas not used for buildings, walkways, or driveways 
shall be landscaped. 

6. The massing of the building shall relate in scale to surrounding 
Cultural Resources and shall be appropriate to the pedestrian­
oriented character of Westwood Village. 

7. The architectural style of the building shall relate to surrounding 
Cultural Resources. 

8. All mechanical equipment and other appurtenances shall be 
screened from public view. 

9. Any exterior treatment, including color, texture, and other 
architectural features, shall be applied to all exterior walls in a 
similar manner. 
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Sec. 4. The City Clerk shall certify to the passage of this ordinance and have it 
published in accordance with Council policy, either in a daily newspaper circulated in 
the City of Los Angeles or by posting for ten days in three public places in the City of 
Los Angeles: one copy on the bulletin board located at the Main Street entrance to the 
Los Angeles City Hall; one copy on the bulletin board located at the Main Street 
entrance to the Los Angeles City Hall East; and one copy on the bulletin board located 
at the Temple Street entrance to the Los Angeles County Hall of Records. 

Approved as to Form and Legality 

MICHAEL N. FEUER, City Attorney 

By_�-+J'>"->J ....... oH;..=.N�W---�-F-�%......................... -. -=--

Deputy City Attorney 
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J��P�2_2,. ___ _ 

File No. ------'-1
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8-""""'1....:..10=-1.,___ __ _ 

CITY CLERK 

Ordinance Passed 
____ ____,. 

Pursuant to Charter Section 559, I 
approve this ordinance on behalf 
of the City Planning Commission and 
recommend that it be adopted. 

· · Shana Bonstin ··
Deputy Director of Planning 

Date ____ 91_1_4/_2_2 ____ _ 

MAYOR 

Approved _______ _ 
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