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Wood is a combustible 
Wood is a combustible material that contributes 

material that contributes fuel to a fire.fuel to a fire. 

Type IV and V 
construction 

expose Angelenos 
to expensive 

damage or total 
loss of their home 

due to fire.

On average, fire 
in a mid-rise 

residential building 
constructed 

using combustible 
framing material 

costs the Los 
Angeles County a 
total of $141.81 

in economic impact 
and $2.38 in lost 
tax revenues, per 

square foot.
https://bit.https://bit.
ly/2yx2Qrrly/2yx2Qrr

Misleading!Misleading!Ordinance will not affect single family or townhomes.

See RS Means cost data.
https://bit.ly/2yx2Qrr
https://bit.ly/2yx2Qrr

200 years of 
 historical evidence indicates 

that these areas are 

at risk for conflagration at risk for conflagration 
level fireslevel fires.

The cost of noncombustible 

construction is virtually the 

same as building with wood.

https://bit.ly/2yx2Qrr
https://bit.ly/2yx2Qrr
https://bit.ly/2yx2Qrr


Strength loss for concreteStrength loss for concrete 

and steel DOES NOTand steel DOES NOT begin begin 
until exposure to 300°Cuntil exposure to 300°C, 

while decline of strength in wood 
can occur beginning at 65°C.

“Properties of Concrete at Elevated Temperatures,”  
https://bit.ly/3aQ7mzc

“Wood Products: Thermal Degradation and Fire,” 
https://bit.ly/2JM1gnP

ConcreteConcrete
& Steel& Steel WoodWood

Get the Facts:Get the Facts:

These are 
reference 

times based 
on test 

conditions 
and don’t 
represent 
actual fire 
resistance.

Codes do not list materials as safe. Listing 
agencies are responsible for approval of 

materials. Codification is not an endorsement 
of construction materials.

The strength 
of wood 

decreases decreases 
immediately 

upon charring.

Correction:Correction:

FALSE!FALSE!FALSE!FALSE!
While the tests are reproducible, the fires 

aren’t real fire scenarios. The ASTM E119 

is a test fire curve and does not represent 

real fire conditions.

https://bit.ly/3aQ7mzc 
https://bit.ly/2JM1gnP


This claim 
was made by 
The American 
Wood Council, 
not the 
insurance 
industry. 

For more 
information 
on losses due 
to fires in wood 
structures:
bit.ly/2WQWltCbit.ly/2WQWltC

That article 
references the 

need to increase 
and expand “very 
high fire hazard” 
zones over the 
state, much like 
the Expansion of 
Fire District 1. It’s clear from the recent wildfire damage this is not enough to protect Angelenos.

OVERLY 
SIMPLISTIC:

Embers from burning 
wood can travel  

over miles!

The information 
does not list a 

source. A recent 
lawsuit reports 

that several 
Walmart stores 

with solar panels 
have experienced 

fires.
VIEW THEVIEW THE
LEGAL DOC:LEGAL DOC:
https://bit.

ly/2R8AXwd

This overgeneralization DOES NOTDOES NOT 

consider the overall building cycle. 

Less trees cannot sequester more carbon. Deforestation and forest 

degradation have turned some forests into carbon emitters. 

https://bit.ly/2R83AJN 

Due to a combination of materials 

‘concrete generally provides the 

best fire resistance properties 

of any building material.’ 

 
-Venkotesh Kodur, Ph.D., P.E., F.CAE, F.INAE, 

F.ASCE, F.ACI, F.SEI

Homes built 
after 2008 
were required  
to have  
roofs roofs NOT NOT 
made of made of 
combustible combustible 
timber or timber or 
wood shakeswood shakes. . 

Seriously?!Get the factsGet the facts

https://buildwithstrength.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/insurance.pdf
https://bit.ly/2R8AXwd
https://bit.ly/2R8AXwd
https://bit.ly/2R83AJN 
https://www.egr.msu.edu/people/profile/kodur


Information 
is irrelevant 
as the 
motion 
will not 
affect the 
construction 
of single 
family 
homes. 

Continuing 
to sacrifice 

fire-resilient 
construction 

for cheap 
combustible 
construction 

costs Angelenos 
extensive fire 
damages and 
potentially 

human lives.

This fails to mention the percentage of CO2 emissions 
that the Timber industry is responsible for. Industrial 
logging across large areas can be a major source of CO2 
emissions. In Oregon, clearcutting over millions of acres 
since 2000 generated 16% to 32% of total emissions 
from all industrial sectors, making logging one of the 
state’s biggest carbon polluters.

– Sierra Club

However, the claimed benefit of such (wood) 

substitution is highly misleading when the 

impact of logging on forests and forest 

carbon is left out of the emissions equation.

FALSE!

FALSE 
Reference!

Focusing only on initial costs ignores the longer-term costs to the building owner and the 
community. Mayor Eric Garcetti said that “Resilience is a value that guides everything we do 
in Los Angeles, because we know that the decisions we make today will shape the future our 
children and grandchildren will inherit.” By ignoring the fire threat and choosing to focus only 

on erroneous first costs, the BIA is ignoring the future effects of their current decisions.

“This study is 
in a document 

labeled as 
“Educational-

Advertisement” 
with no real 
cost data.”

https://on.nrdc.org/3bZoBP1Get the facts
Get the facts

https://on.nrdc.org/3bZoBP1


Housing Angelenos in wood 
construction opens them up to 
the risk of large loss fires.

Continuing with mass wood 
construction will lead to a future of 

heightened fire risk in Los Angeles

We are potentially facing the same  
risks caused by the building facade revolution  
over the past decade.
- Brian Meacham, PhD, PE, CEng, EUR ING, FIFireE, FSFPE. “The Past, Present, and Future 
of Performance-Based Design.” Presentation delivered at the 2020 Performance-Based 
Design Conference, Auckland, New Zealand, 11 March 2020

Wood buildings are not designed to  Wood buildings are not designed to  
withstand the full duration of a fire –withstand the full duration of a fire –    

only a short period of minimum specified fire resistance. 
Concrete buildings are inherently designed to sustain burnout  

of the structure and allow maximum time for evacuation.


