
Your Community Impact Statement has been successfully submitted to City Council and
Committees. 

If you have questions and/or concerns, please contact the Department of Neighborhood
Empowerment at NCSupport@lacity.org. 

This is an automated response, please do not reply to this email. 

Contact Information 
Neighborhood Council: Mid City WEST Neighborhood Council 
Name: Valerie Washburn 
Phone Number: 510-926-5344 
Email: vwashburn@midcitywest.org 
The Board approved this CIS by a vote of: Yea(28) Nay(0) Abstain(0) Ineligible(0) Recusal(0) 
Date of NC Board Action: 10/12/2021 
Type of NC Board Action: For 

Impact Information
Date: 10/19/2021 
Update to a Previous Input: No 
Directed To: City Council and Committees 
Council File Number: 19-0781 
Agenda Date: 
Item Number: 
Summary: The Mid City West Neighborhood Council is disappointed to see that Council File
19-0781 expired on September 3, 2021. We strongly urge our Councilmembers to bring and pass a
new motion encouraging exploration of a Legacy Business Program for Los Angeles. 
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October 12, 2021

Los Angeles City Council
President Nury Martinez, District 6
Gil Cedillo, District 1
Paul Krekorian, District 2
Bob Blumenfield, District 3
Nithya Raman, District 4
Paul Koretz, District 5
Monica Rodriguez, District 7
Marqueece Harris-Dawson, District 8
Curren D. Price, Jr., District 9
Mark Ridley-Thomas, District 10
Mike Bonin, District 11
John Lee, District 12
Mitch O’Farrell, District 13
Kevin de Leon, District 14
Joe Buscaino, District 15

200 N. Spring St.
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Dear Councilmembers:

The Mid City West Neighborhood Council is disappointed to see that Council File
19-0781 expired on September 3, 2021.

The original July 6, 2019 motion by Councilmembers Price and Krekorian called
upon the Economic and Workforce Development Department to analyze legacy
business programs in place in San Francisco and other cities and issue
recommendations for how to establish such a program in Los Angeles.

San Francisco’s Legacy Business Program assists legacy businesses that meet the
program’s criteria through both a legacy business registry and a legacy business
fund. The latter provides both 1) an annual grant per employee to each such
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business, and 2) an annual per-square-foot grant to landlords who extend ten-year
leases to legacy business tenants.

These long-standing businesses tend to be anchors for neighborhoods, contributing
to a sense of community that reduces crime and increases well-being in the
neighborhoods they serve.

Many are family-owned and are drivers of local employment. They are often
pedestrian-oriented and contribute to thriving multimodal streetscapes. Some legacy
businesses lead to more local shopping due to the strong community connections
they foster. For others, their storied past attracts tourist spending, often to
neighborhoods that otherwise would not draw tourists.

The need for a Legacy Business Program is far greater now than when the motion
was introduced. The COVID-19 pandemic has posed innumerable difficulties for
small businesses, many of which have been forced to close their doors or radically
scale back  operations. It is especially tragic when legacy businesses are forced to
close. Given the blows dealt to many such businesses by the pandemic, the next
few years will be a crucial period for their long-term viability.

We strongly urge our Councilmembers to bring and pass a new motion encouraging
exploration of a Legacy Business Program for Los Angeles. We also urge the
Councilmembers to expedite the research and exploration process to the greatest
extent possible so that this motion does not meet its predecessor’s fate.

Sincerely,

Mid City West Neighborhood Council
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