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- COMMUNITY IMPACT STATEMENT -

Council File: 19-1020

Title: Commission on Lived Experience with Homelessness

Position: For

Summary:

It is of the utmost importance in our current homelessness emergency to treat
the unhoused currently experiencing homelessness in the City of Los Angeles as
experts of the systems that are supposed to address their housing and shelter needs.
Those who are experiencing homelessness need a venue to provide feedback when
programs fail to work as advertised, when resources and staff are misaligned, to
provide an understanding of how new ordinances impact people who are unhoused,
or how sexism, homophobia, and institutional racism impact services.

A Commission for Lived Experiences in Homelessness, as proposed in this
Council File, would serve as an official forum of unhoused advisors, allowing them to
offer feedback to policymakers. It will be a start on the long-overdue process of
reversing displacement on our streets.

We would not trust an LGBTQ+ committee that was not being legitimately
advised by people who identify as LGBTQ+, a body convening on racial justice that was
not informed by lived experiences of people of color, nor an accessibility task force
that did not include feedback from a wide range of people living with various
disabilities. The same applies for the City’s homelessness programs.

Unhoused people can best discuss real-life gaps in the current systems and
policies and provide insights into the opportunities to improve the coordination of
resources, care, and housing.

The North Westwood Neighborhood Council supports the creation, funding,
and staffing of a Commission for Lived Experiences in Homelessness. We implore the
City Council to take immediate action to establish it and to keep this Council File alive
before the Council File expires. It will be a start on the long overdue process of



reversing displacement on our streets and making progress towards our city reaching
its very best potential.

Finally, we encourage the commission, when established, to collaborate with
the lived experience advisory boards and similar advisory bodies of the Los Angeles
Homeless Services Authority, Los Angeles County, and the Los Angeles County
Homeless Initiative.


