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Resolution/CIS Regarding CF 19-1020 1 

Resolution/Community Impact Statement 

Council File 19-1020: It is long overdue that the City of LA 
reauthorize, create, fill and learn from a Commission on Lived 
Experience with Homelessness 
 
To our Los Angeles Councilmembers, 
 
Council File 19-1020 was unanimously passed in 2019 to create a 
commission comprised of vetted individuals with the lived 
experience of homelessness. The commission would advise on 
policies on the housing crisis in Los Angeles specifically with our 
unhoused neighbors. The council file that was introduced by 
former President Mike Bonin and seconded by Councilmember 
Harris-Dawson has since been abandoned and now has a quickly 
approaching expiration date of November 18, 2024.  
 
Conversations have arisen among Neighborhood Councils that the 
City must act to extend the authorization time for this commission, 
staff it, and then listen to the people who have actual lived 
experience with homelessness.  
 
Within the last month, Reseda, Mid City, North Hollywood 
Northeast, Winnetka, North Westwood, Palms, Hollywood United, 
and Sherman Oaks NCs have all filed CI-Statements supporting 
the need for this commission. These filings are in addition to a 
previous letter of support from LAHSA, who has its own 
successful advisory board. 
 
With Mayor Karen Bass and our county Board of Supervisors 
declaring the homeless crisis a state of emergency, it’s blatant that 
we no longer have the time to not include those most impacted by 
the decisions we’re making.  
 
The term “lived experience” can be interchanged with any group 
of people. Parents of lived experience, LGBTQ+ people of lived 
experience, the live experience of African Americans, or the lived 
experience of women. As a society, we cannot continue to treat 
unhoused people as subhuman. We are all interconnected on this 
issue, and we all need to work together to see results and who 
better to ask than the people we are serving.  
 
The work has already been done to pass the Council File. We 
encourage you to bring this commission into fruition immediately. 
It’s time we listen to the people experiencing the problem firsthand 
to strategize and get the results we’re looking for.  
  
As this sorely needed commission approaches its sunshine date, 
with no action on the part of the City it’s imperative the 
commission’s life be extended so our homeless Angelenos can 
have a seat at the table We must put people first before politics. 
 

Board 
President Dena Weiss, Area 4 CB Org. 
Vice Pres. Tracey Rosen, Area 3 Res. 
Treasurer Heath Kline, Area 6 Bus. 

Secretary Karen DiBiase, Area 1 Bus. 
Parliamentarian Don Patterson, Area 4 Res. 

 
Karen DiBiase, Area 1 Res. 

Geoffrey Hobson, Area 1 Bus. 
Shelly Swartz, Area 1 CB Org 

Reina Cerros McCaughey, Area 1 Alt. 
 

Julian Tu, Area 2 Res. 
Masha Dowell, Area 2 Bus. 

Peter Haber, Area 2 CB Org. 
 

Tracey Rosen Area 3 Res 
Dean Matthews, Area 3 Bus. 

Harout Aristakessian, Area 3 CBO 
Jayce Baron, Area 3 Alt. 

 

Don Patterson, Area 4 Res. 
Martin Lipkin, Area 4 Bus. 
Dena Weiss, Area 4 CBO. 

 

Steve Sommers, Area 5 Res. 
Julie Waltrip, Area 5 Bus. 

 
Bill Barnett, Area 6 Res. 
Heath Kline, Area 6 Bus. 

 

Kate Kennedy, Area 7 Res. 
Rosaleen O'Sullivan, Area 7 Bus. 
Joyce Fletcher, Area 7 CB Org. 

 

August Steurer, At-Large 
 

Board Authorized Submittal  
by Heath Kline 

 for 
Dena Weiss, President 

d.weiss@whcouncil.org 
 

Action Passed on 10/09/2024 
 

Members Present: 21 
Quorum:13 

 
Members voting Aye: 18 
Members voting Nay: 0 
Members Abstaining: 1  

 
Members Ineligible: 02 
Members Recused: 0 

 
Contact Person: 

Jayce Baron  
J.Baron@whcouncil.org 



      
  

Resolution/CIS Regarding CF 19-1020 2 

Resolution/Community Impact Statement 

On October 9, 2024, The Woodland Hills – Warner Center Neighborhood Council upon the 
recommendation of our Homeless & Social Justice Advocacy Committee adopts this position and asks 
you act with alacrity to effectuate this long-needed commission. 
 


