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Honorable Paul Koretz, Chair 
Honorable John Lee, Vice Chair 
Honorable Curren D. Price Jr., Member 
Personnel and Animal Welfare Committee Members

TO:

Enrique C. Zaldivar, Director and General Manager 
LA Sanitation and Environment

FROM:

SUBJECT: LA SANITATION AND ENVIRONMENT AND DEPARTMENT OF 
ANIMAL SERVICES - REPORT BACK ON POLICY AND PROCEDURE FOR DEAD 
ANIMAL REMOVAL SERVICE REQUEST WITH MICROCHIP (COUNCIL FILE 19­
1197)

This report back is in response to the motion in Council File No. 19-1197 that instructs Los 
Angeles Sanitation and Environment (LASAN) to prepare and present a department policy 
describing our procedure for scanning for a microchip when picking up a dead animal and 
notifying the registered owner.

POLICY:

LASAN is responsible for the Dead Animal Removal (DAR) from City streets, alleys, vacant 
lots, etc. within the City boundaries. LASAN staff will make every attempt to scan every animal 
retrieved to determine if a microchip is present. In addition, LASAN will make every attempt to 
recover any identifiable tags attached to a collar that may be still present.

PROCEDURE:

LASAN will scan any animal for the presence of a microchip and will report to Animal Services 
the information obtained from the microchip. This information will be logged into a shared 
Google Doc titled “LASAN/LAAS Microchip Log,” by LASAN staff.

This document (log) will serve as a centralized location for information for all microchipped 
DARs serviced by LASAN. Animal Services will complete the relevant information in this log 
with regards to the owner(s) name, addresses, phone number, etc.

Animal Services will provide proper notification to the owner(s) and complete the information 
log. Animal Services will provide a centralized location for the collection of collars with tags 
recovered when LASAN services a DAR. Animal Services will seek ownership of animals 
through the tags collected by LASAN staff.



Council File No 19-1197 
December 27, 2019 
Page 2 of 2

In the interest of protecting public health and safety, LASAN will not return any DARs to the 
owners or to Animal Services.

Thank you in advance for your continued support of LASAN. If you have any questions or 
would like to discuss any of these items further, please feel free to contact me or Jose P. Garcia, 
Assistant Director, at (213) 485-2210.
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