Your Community Impact Statement has been successfully submitted to City Council and
Committees.

If you have questions and/or concerns, please contact the Department of Neighborhood

Empowerment at NCSupport@lacity.org.

This i1s an automated response, please do not reply to this email.

Contact Information

Neighborhood Council: Mid City WEST Neighborhood Council

Name: Lauren M Nichols

Phone Number: 7148652002

Email: Inichols@midcitywest.org

The Board approved this CIS by a vote of: Yea(24) Nay(2) Abstain(0) Ineligible(0) Recusal(0)
Date of NC Board Action: 02/09/2021

Type of NC Board Action: Against

Impact Information

Date: 02/12/2021

Update to a Previous Input: No

Directed To: City Council and Committees

Council File Number: 20-0190

Agenda Date:

[tem Number:

Summary: While Mid City West Community Council (MCWCC) strongly supports the safety of our
public rangers, we do not believe that arming them with guns is prudent to public safety. In fact,
MCMWCC believes that arming park rangers and introducing more guns into our community will
increase the likelihood that more Angelenos, especially those from marginalized groups (such as
people experiencing homelessness), will face an increased threat of being shot by law enforcement.
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MID CITY WEST

543 N. Fairfax Avenue, Suite 106
Los Angeles, California 90036
Telephone (323) 285-3540
www.midcitywest.org

February 9, 2021

The Honorable Members of the Arts, Park, Health, Education and
Neighborhoods Committee

The Honorable Members of the Public Safety Committee

% Office of the City Clerk

Los Angeles City Hill

200 N Spring Street

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Re: Arming Park Rangers
Dear Councilmembers,

Last February, Councilmember Buscaino introduced a motion to allow
Los Angeles’ park rangers to carry guns while on duty. While Mid City
West Community Council (MCWCC) strongly supports the safety of our
public rangers, we do not believe that arming them with guns is
prudent to public safety. In fact, MCWCC believes that arming park
rangers and introducing more guns into our community will increase
the likelihood that more Angelenos, especially those from marginalized
groups (such as people experiencing homelessness), will face an
increased threat of being shot by law enforcement.

According to the Washington Post’'s Fatal Force database, 995
Americans were killed by law enforcement in 2020.1 Further the data
shows that although half of the people shot and killed by police are
White, Black Americans are shot at a disproportionate rate. They
account for less than 13 percent of the U.S. population, but are killed
by police at more than twice the rate of White Americans. Hispanic
Americans are also killed by police at a disproportionate rate’. We
believe park rangers — and all law enforcement — should be trained in
non-lethal use of force, de-escalation tactics and community policing
principles, whenever possible.

According to the Ranger’s own union,no rangers have died in the line
of duty. Park Rangers are already equipped with batons, pepper spray,
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COMMUNITY COUNCIL

543 N. Fairfax Avenue, Suite 106
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handcuffs and work closely with LAPD. Arming park rangers is a big
step in the wrong direction. Further arming law enforcement and
increasing the potential for lethal force increases the gulf between law
enforcement and the community. Please do not support this misguided
motion that could lead to another death at the hands of law
enforcement.

Sincerely,

Mid City West Community Council
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