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Name: Ann O'Connor
Date Submitted: 10/30/2021 04:40 PM
Council File No: 20-0668-S7 
Comments for Public Posting:  Testimony for the City Council 10/30/21 Meeting My name is

Ann O’Connor and I live in the northern Part of Sherman Oaks
called POSO, about 6900 residents. Our boundaries are
approximately Oxnard on the north, Burbank on the south, 405
Fwy on the west and Hazeltine on the east. We won our
Renaming to Sherman Oaks in 2009 LA Council File 08-2758 and
the 2010 Commission made a “de facto policy decision to
maintain and respect communities that had been identified by the
Los Angeles Community Renaming Policy.” We were then
grandfathered into the Sherman Oaks City maps and kept whole
with Greater Sherman Oaks, even though we are in Van Nuys
Neighborhood Council. We have sent a certified letter dated
7/21/21 and gave testimony on and 8/4/21 and 9/20/21. Our
Sherman Oaks Homeowners Association, Bob Anderson, also
submitted letters and gave testimony to the Commission with our
concerns. Please keep us united with Greater Sherman Oaks in the
same Council District. We worked very hard on our Renaming
and it took a couple of years to attain. We hope the City Council
listens to us. Thank you. Ann O'Connor 818-730-2113 



 
 
July 21, 2021 
 
Los Angeles City Council 2021 Redistricting Commission 
Los Angeles City Hall 
200 North Spring Street, Room 275 
Los Angeles, CA   90012 
redistricting.lacity@lacity.org 
 
Dear Commissioners: 
 
Reference 1: SOHA July 5, 2021 Letter to Los Angeles City Council 2021 Redistricting Commission, Sherman Oaks 

Homeowners Association 2021 Redistricting Recommendations (updated) 
 
As POSO Team Leaders, we represent a neighborhood in North Sherman Oaks (in Los 
Angeles) referred to as Part of Sherman Oaks (“POSO”). POSO’s boundaries are 
Burbank Blvd (south) to Califa/Tiara (north) and the Fwy 405 (west) to Hazeltine 
(east).  POSO’s population is approximately 6900 residents, as shown in the map at 
the right.  We prevailed on July 14, 2009 to have the Los Angeles City Council include 
POSO in the community of Sherman Oaks.  This is documented in Los Angeles City 
Council File 08-2758 (included as Attachment 1).  After our Renaming, we were able 
to attend the LA City Redistricting Commission meetings in 2010 and 2011 and 
advocate successfully to be kept whole with Greater Sherman Oaks within Los 
Angeles City Council District 4.   
 
POSO has been kept whole with Greater Sherman Oaks in four of the five districts that were redistricted in 2010-2011: 
(1) California Senate District 18; (2) California Assembly District 46; (3) Los Angeles County Supervisorial District 3; and 
(4) Los Angeles City Council District 4.  Therefore, we request to continue to be kept whole with Greater Sherman Oaks 
during City Council Redistricting.  We are also concurrently asking the CA Citizens Redistricting Commission to be united 
with Greater Sherman Oaks in a single Congressional District.  The Valley Industry and Commerce Association (VICA) 
supports this request to keep us whole with Greater Sherman Oaks.   
 
We further support the redistricting recommendations and goals of the Sherman Oaks Homeowners Association 
(Reference 1) to keep all of Sherman Oaks in a single “over-the-Pass” Valley district. 
 
We share a community of Interest with Greater Sherman Oaks in many areas, as we highlighted during POSO’s 2009 
Renaming to Sherman Oaks and those interests remain constant today, as detailed below.   
 

- Geographical Proximity  -  We share our southern border of Burbank Blvd with Greater Sherman Oaks.  Our most 
frequented businesses are all in Sherman Oaks and many within walking distance, and our closest grocery stores 
and gas stations are in Sherman Oaks. 
 

- Similarity of Residential Dwellings and Landmarks  -  POSO is primarily single-story residential dwellings of similar 
lot acreage and square footage to homes south of Burbank Blvd.  POSO has a low propensity of townhomes and 
apartments in the neighborhoods on both sides of Burbank Blvd.  Our neighborhood north of Burbank was built 
by the same paving company as south of Burbank Blvd (Malcom Paving 1950 stamped into our sidewalks/curbs).   



 

 
- Lack of Similarity to the area north of Califa and Tiara  -  The area north of Califa/Tiara is in a commercial and 

industrial zone.  The Orange Bus Line continues along the commercial and industrial corridor and dissects our 
neighborhood from the community north of the Orange Line.   

 
- Educational Community - The children of residents of our neighborhood attend the same public schools 

(elementary/middle school) as residents from the community south of Burbank (Kester Avenue Elementary & Van 
Nuys Middle School).  The Sherman Oaks Library is our community library.   
 

- Property Values  -  Comps for homes north and south of Burbank Blvd are within 5% - 10% of each other.   
 

- Property Deeds  -  Many deeds in POSO showed Sherman Oaks as the city even before the 2009 Renaming.   

- Sherman Oaks Hospital/Emergency Room  -  This is our closest Emergency Hospital and we share this community 
of interest with Greater Sherman Oaks, including the many medical offices around the hospital.     
 

- Recreation Activities - Sherman Oaks Park is our beautiful community Park for children and adults’ 
school/community athletic teams (i.e., baseball, soccer, jogging, exercise equipment, swimming pool, tennis 
courts, basketball courts, and Movies in the Park during the summer, etc.).  It is our closest park and within walking 
distance to POSO.   

 
- The Annual Sherman Oaks Fair  -  POSO supports and looks forward each year to the Annual Fair on Ventura Blvd. 

in October where we commune with neighbors, families and business owners.  It is part of our community.   Local 
schools (elementary, middle & high school) put on musical and dance stage performances.  Professional music 
groups perform on the big stage next to the tented food/refreshment gardens.  Shop owners, tented vendors and 
amusement rides available all day.   
 

- Sherman Oaks Senior Center  -  Located in the park, the Center serves as a hub for activities/lunches for seniors 
as well as an auditorium for presentations by Sherman Oaks Homeowners Association (“SOHA”) on issues affecting 
our community (i.e., housing and retail developments, metro plans, legislation, etc.) 
 

- Economic Impact  -  The Sherman Oaks Chamber of Commerce acknowledges our neighborhood’s positive 
economic impact on Sherman Oaks.  Through patronage of grocery stores, restaurants, banks, shopping malls, dry 
cleaners, florists and theatres, POSO adds value to the economic vitality and job creation in Sherman Oaks.   
 

- Local Police Dept National Nite Out  -  Every year, neighborhoods host our Local Police and the Senior Lead 
Officers (“SLOs”) on a rotating basis between streets in POSO and Greater Sherman Oaks.  The event nurtures a 
closer relationship with our Sherman Oaks’ SLOs and local representatives; and families enjoy the evening of fun, 
food and music.   
 

- Community Challenges  -  Metro’s Sepulveda Transit Corridor Project “STCP” and airplane noise are both 
community interests which unite us with Greater Sherman Oaks in our opposition to any elevated tracks above 
Sepulveda Boulevard.  Elevated, noisy, heavy rail trains 20 feet or more above Sepulveda will be devastating and 
severely damaging to the Sherman Oaks community.  We want the STCP to succeed and enhance the future of 
our community and we have been working with Greater Sherman Oaks and the Sherman Oaks Homeowners 
Association (“SOHA”) towards that goal.  Reducing airplane noise from both Van Nuys and Burbank Airports is also 
a share interest.   
 

- The Sherman Oaks Homeowners Association (“SOHA”)  -  We are proud to say Sherman Oaks enjoys a very strong 
SOHA which is politically active in all issues affecting our community:  real estate development, metro and 
transportation issues, redistricting issues, beautification, vision plans and much more.  SOHA works closely with 
the Chamber of Commerce and Neighborhood Councils.  The monthly SOHA meetings are well attended and 
introduce new local restaurants for dinner.  They also have had a very successful Annual Toy Drive for 21 years at 



 

Christmastime that benefits the Dept of Children and Family Services.  SOHA publishes a very helpful and 
informative monthly newsletter detailing issues of concern.  They have been holding monthly zoom meetings with 
residents during the pandemic with our elected officials as guest speakers.   

 
 
The 2011 LA City Council Redistricting Commission said Sherman Oaks is a powerful, unified community of interest that 
should be in a single Council District (see Attachment 2).  The 2011 City Redistricting Commission noted that preserving 
Sherman Oaks whole as a community of interest was one of four major commission accomplishments. A critical goal for 
2021 redistricting is keeping Sherman Oaks, including POSO, whole in a single Council District, as quoted below.   

“The Recommended Plan identifies and preserves “whole” the following communities as identified by the 
City of Los Angeles’ Community Renaming Policy, or grandfathered in from previous policies and actions 
of the City Council: Historic Filipinotown, Koreatown, Little Armenia, Little Bangladesh, Little Ethiopia, 
Little Tokyo, Rose Hill, Sherman Oaks, and Thai Town.” 
[Andrew Westall, Executive Director, Report and Recommendations of the Los Angeles City Council 
Redistricting Commission, March 1, 2012, page 2] 

 
In conclusion, we ask that the Commission keep our POSO neighborhood “whole and united” with Greater Sherman Oaks 
and maintain our contiguity and combined voting strength with Greater Sherman Oaks within a single “over-the-Pass” 
Valley district.  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Ann O’Connor, P. O. Box 57773, Sherman Oaks, 91413 
or call 818-730-2113 or email ann@annoconnor.com 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Ann O’Connor Jason Popeski Gail Salem 
POSO Team Leader POSO Team Leader  POSO Team Leader 
 
 
 
Mel Liberatore Kathy Gardner Jason Walley 
POSO Team Leader  POSO Team Leader POSO Team Leader 
 
Attachment 1: Los Angeles City Council File 08-2758, Renaming POSO within Greater Sherman Oaks 
Attachment 2: Excerpt from Report and Recommendations of the Los Angeles City Council Redistricting Commission, 

March 2012 
 
cc: Councilmember Nithya Raman (CD4), Najeeba Syeed (CD4 Chief of Staff), Andrea Conant 
(CD4 Deputy Chief of Staff & District Director), Councilmember Paul Koretz (CD5), Joan Pelico 
(CD5 Chief of Staff), David Hersch (CD5 Deputy Chief of Staff), Councilmember Paul Krekorian 
(CD2), Karo Torossian (CD2 Chief of Staff), Jeffrey Hartsough (President, Sherman Oaks 
Neighborhood Council), Tammy Scher (Chair, Sherman Oaks Chamber of Commerce), Leslie Elkan 
(President, Village at Sherman Oaks Business Improvement District), Arianna Jukes (Commission), Betty Butler 
(Commission) 
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Part of Sherman Oaks (POSO) to Sherman Oaks Community
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Excerpt from Report and Recommendations 

of the Los Angeles City Council 
Redistricting Commission, March 2012
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$GGLWLRQDOO\�� WKH�5HFRPPHQGHG� 3ODQ�DFFRPSOLVKHV� WKH�IROORZLQJ��

�
� 1HLJKERUKRRG�&RXQFLOV�DUH�PRUH�XQLILHG��� 2I�WKH�&LW\
V����1HLJKERUKRRG�&RXQFLOV��

WKH�QXPEHU� WKDW� DUH� GLYLGHG� EHWZHHQ� &RXQFLO� GLVWULFWV� LV� UHGXFHG� IURP� ���WR�����
ZKLOH�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�1HLJKERUKRRG�&RXQFLOV�VSOLW�EHWZHHQ�WKUHH�&RXQFLO�GLVWULFWV� LV�
UHGXFHG� IURP� WKLUWHHQ� WR� RQO\� WKUHH��:KHUHDV� (QFLQR��3DOPV��DQG�/DNH�%DOERD�DUH�
HDFK� FXUUHQWO\� VSOLW� EHWZHHQ� WKUHH� &RXQFLO� GLVWULFWV�� HDFK� LV� XQLWHG� ZLWKLQ� VLQJOH�
GLVWULFWV� XQGHU� WKH� 5HFRPPHQGHG� 3ODQ�� 2YHUDOO�� D� WRWDO� RI� ��� 1HLJKERUKRRG�
&RXQFLOV� WKDW� DUH� FXUUHQWO\� VSOLW� DFURVV� PXOWLSOH� GLVWULFWV� DUH� XQLWHG� ZLWKLQ� VLQJOH�
GLVWULFWV��

�
� 3UHVHUYHV� FRPPXQLWLHV� DV� HVWDEOLVKHG� E\� WKH� /RV� $QJHOHV� &LW\� &RXQFLO�� 7KH�

5HFRPPHQGHG� 3ODQ� LGHQWLILHV� DQG� SUHVHUYHV� ZKROH� WKH� IROORZLQJ� FRPPXQLWLHV� DV�
LGHQWLILHG�E\�WKH�&LW\�RI�/RV�$QJHOHV¶�FRPPXQLW\�UHQDPLQJ�SROLF\��RU�JUDQGIDWKHUHG�
LQ�IURP�SUHYLRXV�SROLFLHV�DQG�DFWLRQV�RI�WKH�&LW\�&RXQFLO�>6HH�$SSHQGL[�-@��+LVWRULF�
)LOLSLQRWRZQ��.RUHDWRZQ�� /LWWOH�$UPHQLD�� /LWWOH�%DQJODGHVK�� /LWWOH�(WKLRSLD�� /LWWOH�
7RN\R��5RVH�+LOO��6KHUPDQ�2DNV��DQG�7KDL�7RZQ���

�
� 7KH� � RSSRUWXQLWLHV� � RI� � DOO� � YRWHUV� � WR� � HOHFW� � FDQGLGDWHV� � RI� � WKHLU� � FKRLFH� � LV�

PDLQWDLQHG�� 7KH� QXPEHU� RI� GLVWULFWV� IURP� ZKLFK� /DWLQR� FRPPXQLWLHV� KDYH� DQ�
HTXDO� � RSSRUWXQLW\� � WR� HOHFW� /DWLQR� FDQGLGDWHV� � LV�PDLQWDLQHG� WKURXJKRXW� WKH�&LW\�
ZLWK�ILYH�PDMRULW\�/DWLQR�&LWL]HQ�9RWLQJ�$JH�3RSXODWLRQ�GLVWULFWV�DQG�RQH�FRDOLWLRQ�
GLVWULFW�� 7KH� YRWLQJ� VWUHQJWK� RI� $IULFDQ�$PHULFDQV� KDV� DOVR� EHHQ� PDLQWDLQHG� LQ�
&RXQFLO� 'LVWULFWV� ��� ��� DQG� ���� ZLWK� RQH� PDMRULW\� %ODFN� &LWL]HQ� 9RWLQJ� $JH�
3RSXODWLRQ�GLVWULFW�DQG�WZR�FRDOLWLRQ�GLVWULFWV��
�

� 0DLQWDLQV�DQ�RYHUDOO�GHYLDWLRQ�RI� OHVV�WKDQ���SHUFHQW��%DVHG�RQ�WKH�SROLF\�GHFLVLRQ�
PDGH�E\�WKH�&RPPLVVLRQ�RQ�)HEUXDU\����WR�PDLQWDLQ�D���SHUFHQW�RYHUDOO�GHYLDWLRQ�
���������SHUFHQW��RU� ORZHU�DFURVV� WKH�&LW\�� WKH�5HFRPPHQGHG�3ODQ��ZLWK�DQ�RYHUDOO�
GHYLDWLRQ�RI������SHUFHQW��JRHV�IXUWKHU�WKDQ�WKH�FXUUHQW�&RXQFLO�'LVWULFW�ERXQGDULHV�
HQDFWHG� LQ������ZKLFK� WROHUDWHG�DQ�RYHUDOO� GHYLDWLRQ�RI����SHUFHQW�� D� UHGXFWLRQ�RI�
PRUH�WKDW�KDOI�LQ�NHHSLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�RQH�SHUVRQ��RQH�YRWH�SULQFLSOH��
�

�
%DVHG�RQ�WKH�&RPPLVVLRQ
V�FRQFOXVLRQV�� LW�QRZ�UHFRPPHQGV� WKDW� WKH�&RXQFLO� WDNH�WKH�

IROORZLQJ�DFWLRQV��
�
���� $SSURYH� DQG�DGRSW�WKLV��5HSRUW� DQG�5HFRPPHQGDWLRQV� RI�WKH�/RV�$QJHOHV�
&LW\�&RXQFLO�5HGLVWULFWLQJ� &RPPLVVLRQ�� �WKH��5HSRUW����
�
�����$GRSW� DV�WKH�&LW\
V� 'HFHQQLDO�5HGLVWULFWLQJ� 3ODQ��WKH�&RPPLVVLRQ
V�
5HFRPPHQGHG� 3ODQ�GLVFXVVHG� LQ�WKLV�5HSRUW��
�
��� � � $GRSW� DQ� RUGLQDQFH�� DV� DSSURYHG� E\� WKH� &LW\� $WWRUQH\�� ZKLFK� HVWDEOLVKHV� &RXQFLO�
'LVWULFW�ERXQGDULHV� LQ�DFFRUGDQFH�ZLWK�WKLV�5HSRUW��
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7KH� 5HFRPPHQGHG� 3ODQ� 6DWLVILHV� WKH� (TXDO� 3RSXODWLRQ� 3ULQFLSOH� DV� (PERGLHG� LQ� WKH�
8QLWHG�6WDWHV�&RQVWLWXWLRQ�
�
� 7KH� WRWDO� SRSXODWLRQ� RI� WKH� &LW\�� DFFRUGLQJ� WR� WKH� ����� &HQVXV�� LV� �����������
'LYLGHG� DPRQJ� WKH� ��� &RXQFLO� GLVWULFWV�� WKH� LGHDO� SRSXODWLRQ� IRU� HDFK� GLVWULFW� EHFRPHV�
����������� ,Q�WKH� 5HFRPPHQGHG�3ODQ�� &RXQFLO� 'LVWULFW� ��� KDV� D� SRSXODWLRQ� RI� ��������
���������DQG�&RXQFLO�'LVWULFW����KDV�D�SRSXODWLRQ�RI��������� ����������PDNLQJ�WKH� WRWDO�
SRSXODWLRQ� GHYLDWLRQ� IRU� WKH� &LW\� ������� %DVHG� RQ� WKH� SROLF\� GHFLVLRQ� PDGH� E\� WKH�
&RPPLVVLRQ�RQ�)HEUXDU\����WR�PDLQWDLQ�D���SHUFHQW�RYHUDOO�GHYLDWLRQ����������SHUFHQW��RU�
ORZHU�DFURVV�WKH�&LW\��WKH�5HFRPPHQGHG�3ODQ�JRHV�IXUWKHU�WKDQ�WKH�FXUUHQW�&RXQFLO�'LVWULFW�
ERXQGDULHV�HQDFWHG�LQ������ZKLFK�WROHUDWHG�DQ�RYHUDOO�GHYLDWLRQ�RI����SHUFHQW��D�UHGXFWLRQ�
RI� PRUH� WKDQ� KDOI� LQ� NHHSLQJ� ZLWK� WKH� RQH� SHUVRQ�� RQH� YRWH� SULQFLSOH�� 7KH� )LQDO� 0DS�
5HFRPPHQGDWLRQ� KDV�PDGH� JRRG� IDLWK� HIIRUWV� WR� GUDZ� HTXLSRSXORXV� GLVWULFWV�ZLWK� VOLJKW�
GHYLDWLRQV� EDVHG� RQ� WKH� SXEOLF� SROLF\� UDWLRQDOHV� RI�� NHHSLQJ� DW� OHDVW� WZR�WKLUGV� RI� WKH�
1HLJKERUKRRG�&RXQFLOV�ZKROH�� LQFOXGLQJ�PLQLPL]LQJ� VSOLWV� EHWZHHQ�&RXQFLO�'LVWULFWV� WR�
WKH�H[WHQW�SRVVLEOH��PDLQWDLQLQJ�DQG�UHVSHFW�FRPPXQLWLHV�DQG�QHLJKERUKRRGV�WKDW�KDG�EHHQ�
LGHQWLILHG� E\� WKH�&LW\� RI� /RV�$QJHOHV¶� FRPPXQLW\� UHQDPLQJ� SROLF\�� RU� JUDQGIDWKHUHG� LQ�
IURP�SUHYLRXV�SROLFLHV�DQG�DFWLRQV�RI�WKH�&LW\�&RXQFLO��DQG�FRPSOLDQFH�ZLWK�IHGHUDO��VWDWH��
DQG�PXQLFLSDO�ODZ���
�
&RPPXQLWLHV�DUH�0RUH�,QWDFW�DQG�8QLILHG�
�
� 7KH� 5HFRPPHQGHG� 3ODQ� LV� DQ� LPSRUWDQW� LPSURYHPHQW� RQ� WKH� H[LVWLQJ� &RXQFLO�
ERXQGDULHV�E\� VLJQLILFDQWO\� UHGXFLQJ� WKH�QXPEHU�RI� /RV�$QJHOHV�1HLJKERUKRRG�&RXQFLOV�
WKDW� DUH�GLYLGHG�EHWZHHQ�PXOWLSOH�&RXQFLO�GLVWULFWV����7KH�&RPPLVVLRQ
V� DGRSWHG�GDWDEDVH�
LGHQWLILHV� ��� FXUUHQWO\� FHUWLILHG� 1HLJKERUKRRG� &RXQFLOV� DFURVV� WKH� &LW\�� � 2I� WKHVH� ���
1HLJKERUKRRG� &RXQFLOV�� ��� DUH� FXUUHQWO\� GLYLGHG� DFURVV� PXOWLSOH� &RXQFLO� GLVWULFWV�� ���
VSOLW� EHWZHHQ� WZR� GLVWULFWV�� DQG� ��� VSOLW� EHWZHHQ� WKUHH� GLVWULFWV�� 7KH� )LQDO� 0DS�
5HFRPPHQGDWLRQ�UHGXFHV�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�VSOLW�1HLJKERUKRRG�&RXQFLOV�IURP����WR������7KH�
QXPEHU�RI�1HLJKERUKRRG�&RXQFLOV� VSOLW� EHWZHHQ� WZR�GLVWULFWV� LV� UHGXFHG� IURP� ��� WR� ����
DQG�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�1HLJKERUKRRG�&RXQFLOV�GLYLGHG�EHWZHHQ�WKUHH�GLVWULFWV�LV� UHGXFHG� IURP�
WKLUWHHQ� WR� WKUHH�� � � 7KUHH� FRPPXQLWLHV� WKDW� DUH� FXUUHQWO\� VSOLW� DPRQJ� WKUHH� GLVWULFWV� ��
(QFLQR��3DOPV��DQG�/DNH�%DOERD� ��DUH� FRPSOHWHO\� XQLWHG�ZLWKLQ�VLQJOH�GLVWULFWV�XQGHU�WKH�
5HFRPPHQGHG�3ODQ��
�
� 7KURXJK�LWV�DFWLRQV�RQ�)HEUXDU\����DQG�)HEUXDU\�����WKH�&RPPLVVLRQ�DOVR�PDGH�WKH�
GH�IDFWR�SROLF\�GHFLVLRQ�WR�PDLQWDLQ�DQG�UHVSHFW�FRPPXQLWLHV�DQG�QHLJKERUKRRGV�WKDW�KDG�
EHHQ�LGHQWLILHG�E\�WKH�&LW\�RI�/RV�$QJHOHV¶�FRPPXQLW\�UHQDPLQJ�SROLF\��RU�JUDQGIDWKHUHG�
LQ� IURP� SUHYLRXV� SROLFLHV� DQG� DFWLRQV� RI� WKH� &LW\� &RXQFLO�� +LVWRULF� )LOLSLQRWRZQ��
.RUHDWRZQ�� /LWWOH� $UPHQLD�� /LWWOH� %DQJODGHVK�� /LWWOH� (WKLRSLD�� /LWWOH� 7RN\R�� 5RVH� +LOO��
6KHUPDQ�2DNV��DQG�7KDL�7RZQ��>VHH�$SSHQGL[�-@�
�
1HLJKERUKRRG�&RXQFLOV�&RPSHOV�5HVSHFW�IRU�D�1HZ�&RPPXQLW\�RI�,QWHUHVW�
�

7KH�IRUPDWLRQ�DQG�FHUWLILFDWLRQ�RI����1HLJKERUKRRG�&RXQFLOV�VLQFH�WKH�DGRSWLRQ�RI�
WKH� /RV� $QJHOHV� &LW\� &KDUWHU� LQ� ����� FUHDWHG� D� QHZ� RSSRUWXQLW\� DQG� FKDOOHQJH� IRU� WKH�
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