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See attached Los Angeles Times article:

L.A. City Councilman Joe Buscaino runs an aggressive campaign 
despite little opposition

By Seema Mehta
March 4, 2017

quote from Councilman Joe Buscaino:

“Oftentimes I feel like I’m playing real estate agent because I’m in the 
car with developers showing and showcasing opportunities,” he said.

Buscaino’s relationship with developers, however, has created his 
greatest vulnerability. A Times investigation in October found that the 
councilman was among several Los Angeles-area politicians who 
collectively received more than $600,000 in campaign donations from 
contributors with direct or indirect ties to Samuel Leung, a Torrance-
based developer.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - 

The Councilmember is required to be “neutral and unbiased”

“[W]hen functioning in such an adjudicatory capacity, the city council must 
be ‘neutral and unbiased.’ ” ((Woody’s Group, Inc. v. City of Newport Beach 
(2015) 233 Cal.App.4th 1012 at p. 1021, quoting BreakZone Billiards v. City 
of Torrance (2000) 81 Cal.App.4th 1205, 1234; see also Asimow et al., Cal. 
Practice Guide: Administrative Law (The Rutter Group 2019) ¶ 3:426, at p. 
3-70 [“A decisionmaker must be unbiased (meaning that the decisionmaker 
has no conflict of interest, has not prejudged the specific facts of the case, 
and is free of prejudice against or in favor of any party)”].)
Petrovich Dev. Co., LLC v. City of Sacramento, 48 Cal. App. 5th 963, 973 
(2020)

https://1.next.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=Y&serNum=2035349547&pubNum=0004041&originatingDoc=If9087170917611ea8cb395d22c142a61&refType=RP&fi=co_pp_sp_4041_1021&originationContext=document&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.Default)#co_pp_sp_4041_1021
https://1.next.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=Y&serNum=2035349547&pubNum=0004041&originatingDoc=If9087170917611ea8cb395d22c142a61&refType=RP&fi=co_pp_sp_4041_1021&originationContext=document&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.Default)#co_pp_sp_4041_1021


































































































































































Re: CPC-2019-4908-DB-SPR/CF 20-0680

The Project description is required to be stable. 

In light of the inconsistencies in the project description, indicated with evidence in both 
documents from the appellants’ representative and in communications from the public, 
including but not limited to:

• the listing of the project as BOTH a “Multifamily Residential apartment” and also as a 
“Mixed-Use development”

and

• the lack of inclusion of the Redevelopment Plan (RDP) in the Project’s Case Number 
and description in public notices and City Planning Documents - and the subsequent 
filing of an application for 1309-1331 South Pacific Avenue Pacific Corridor 
Redevelopment Plan Project Compliance (including the Administrative Review and 
Referral form) - and then the withdrawal of Pacific Corridor Redevelopment Plan 
compliance application for 1309-1331 South Pacific Avenue

The Applicant’s project description has given conflicting signals to decision makers and 
the public about the nature and scope of the project.

Citations:

A project description that gives conflicting signals to decision makers and the public 
about the nature and scope of the project is fundamentally inadequate and misleading – 
Citizens for a Sustainable Treasure Island v. City and County of San Francisco (2014) 
227 Cal.App.4th 1036, 1052. 

The Guidelines specify that every EIR must set forth a project description that is 
sufficient to allow an adequate evaluation and review of the environmental impact.
San Joaquin Raptor Rescue Center v. County of Merced (2007) 149 Cal.App.4th 645, 
654. 

Recent case law confirms that an “accurate, stable, and finite project description as the 
sine qua non of an informative and legally sufficient EIR…” 
Stopthemillenniumhollywood.com v. City of Los Angeles (2019) 39 Cal.App.5th 1 at 308.
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