MOTION

The Police Department’s (LAPD) Mental Evaluation Unit (MEU) is one of the first and largest
law enforcement-mental health co-response operations in the nation. The LAPD deploys MEU resources
to the field to assist officers on calls where mental health issues are suspected, in order to ensure that
police officers respond to these calls for services appropriately. However, the demand for these services
means that these resources are not always available to officers in the field who need them.

The MEU has a number of subunits, including its Systematic Mental Assessment Response Teams
(SMART). SMART is co-supported by the Los Angeles County Department of Mental Health
(LACDMH), and helps uniformed officers effectively respond to and link people in crisis to appropriate
mental health services. While the City has made a significant investment in these resources, more can be
done. Mental health is a factor in a number of calls fielded by LAPD, and officers responding to these
calls should always have assistance from specialized units trained for these instances.

| THEREFORE MOVE that the Police Department be directed to report on the resources needed

to expand the Department’s Mental Evaluation Unit (MEU) and its System wide Mental Assessment
Response Teams (SMART), in order to ensure that police officers in the field can call SMART or other

MEU resources anytime there may be a need.
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