
Your Community Impact Statement has been successfully submitted to City Council and
Committees. 

If you have questions and/or concerns, please contact the Department of Neighborhood
Empowerment at NCSupport@lacity.org. 

This is an automated response, please do not reply to this email. 

Contact Information 
Neighborhood Council: Hollywood United Neighborhood Council 
Name: Jim Van Dusen 
Phone Number: (213) 304-7410 
Email: jim@myhunc.org 
The Board approved this CIS by a vote of: Yea(10) Nay(0) Abstain(0) Ineligible(0) Recusal(0) 
Date of NC Board Action: 02/13/2023 
Type of NC Board Action: For if Amended 

Impact Information
Date: 02/19/2023 
Update to a Previous Input: No 
Directed To: City Council and Committees 
Council File Number: 20-1074 
Agenda Date: 
Item Number: 
Summary: The Hollywood United Neighborhood Council (HUNC) supports efforts by the City of
LA to streamline its disjointed planning process and plans such as the potential Al Fresco (AF)
ordinance appear to be an attempt to do so. Because the AF proposal is so specialized, HUNC has
concerns and recommendations regarding the program and process: 1. The original AF program was
implemented in response to the COVID emergency to aid restaurants during the severe downturn of
business, a program that HUNC has supported as a temporary measure during the pandemic. With
the emergency now being lifted, it is unclear why there is a need for a permanent AF ordinance as
procedures to implement outdoor dining currently exist. 2. The AF ordinance will be another layer of
bureaucracy, further complicating the planning system due to the specialized nature of this program.
The City’s efforts at streamlining planning approval processes should be for the entire process and
not for specialized, redundant programs. 3. HUNC recognizes that there is a value in AF dining but
this proposed ordinance assumes that all outdoor dining areas are the same which is not the case.
Each outdoor dining project should be separately reviewed and the Conditional Use Permit (CUP)
process remain in effect. 4. Existing CUP’s should remain in effect and not overridden by a new AF
ordinance. 5. There is sense that this program has been forced through the system with minimum
transparency and that Neighborhood Councils and stakeholders will be excluded from the input
process now and for any future AF approvals. Doing so will subvert the program and could lead to
abuses. 6. HUNC supports the letter and questions posed from LA PLUM of March 1, 2022
(attached). 

mailto:NCSupport@lacity.org





