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Dear Mr. President and Councilmembers: On behalf of the Los
Angeles County Business Federation, known as BizFed, a
grassroots alliance of 240 business organizations representing
420,000 employers with 5 million employees throughout Southern
California, we write to express our concerns regarding recent
reports in RealClearPolitics and the California Post describing
taxpayer and City funds being directed to contractors that have
publicly advocated positions contrary to stated City policies and
interests. City contractors are entrusted with public resources to
carry out the City’s objectives. That responsibility requires
transparency, accountability, and the avoidance of actual or
perceived conflicts of interest. When organizations receiving City
funds also engage in political advocacy, particularly on issues
directly related to the scope of their contracts, it raises legitimate
concerns about alignment with City priorities and the appropriate
use of public dollars. We respectfully urge the City to review its
contracts and oversight practices to ensure they are fully
consistent with advancing adopted City policies and free from
conflicts of interest or political agendas. At a minimum,
contractors that engage in lobbying activities should comply with
the Los Angeles Municipal Lobbying Ordinance (LAMLO) and
disclose their advocacy efforts accordingly. Council File 22-0560,
currently pending before the Rules, Elections and
Intergovernmental Relations Committee, provides an appropriate
opportunity to reaffirm these standards. Organizations that devote
resources to influencing legislation affecting City residents should
not be exempt from applicable lobbying requirements,
particularly when they receive public funds. The lobbying
ordinance should apply equally to all entities seeking to influence
decision making. If there are compliance or administrative issues
to address, they should be resolved through refinements applied
uniformly, rather than through broad exemptions for entire
categories of organizations. We respectfully ask the Council to
ensure City contracts remain free from conflicts of interest and to
uphold the principle that all lobbying entities are subject to the
same transparent and equitable rules. If you have any questions,
please don’t hesitate to contact our Director of Advocacy, Chris
Wilson, at chris.wilson@bizfed.org.
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February 23, 2026

President Harris-Dawson and City Councilmembers
City of Los Angeles

200 N. Spring St.

Los Angeles, CA 90012

RE: Item #31 - Contracts Between the City and Various Contractors
Dear Mr. President and Councilmembers:

On behalf of the Los Angeles County Business Federation, known as BizFed, a grassroots
alliance of 240 business organizations representing 420,000 employers with 5 million
employees throughout Southern California, we write to express our concerns regarding
recent reports in RealClearPolitics and the California Post describing taxpayer and City funds
being directed to contractors that have publicly advocated positions contrary to stated City
policies and interests.

City contractors are entrusted with public resources to carry out the City’s objectives.
That responsibility requires transparency, accountability, and the avoidance of actual or
perceived conflicts of interest. When organizations receiving City funds also engage in
political advocacy, particularly on issues directly related to the scope of their contracts, it
raises legitimate concerns about alignment with City priorities and the appropriate use
of public dollars.

We respectfully urge the City to review its contracts and oversight practices to ensure
they are fully consistent with advancing adopted City policies and free from conflicts of
interest or political agendas. At a minimum, contractors that engage in lobbying
activities should comply with the Los Angeles Municipal Lobbying Ordinance (LAMLO)
and disclose their advocacy efforts accordingly. Council File 22-0560, currently pending
before the Rules, Elections and Intergovernmental Relations Committee, provides an
appropriate opportunity to reaffirm these standards.

Organizations that devote resources to influencing legislation affecting City residents
should not be exempt from applicable lobbying requirements, particularly when they
receive public funds. The lobbying ordinance should apply equally to all entities seeking
to influence decision making. If there are compliance or administrative issues to
address, they should be resolved through refinements applied uniformly, rather than
through broad exemptions for entire categories of organizations.

We respectfully ask the Council to ensure City contracts remain free from conflicts of
interest and to uphold the principle that all lobbying entities are subject to the same
transparent and equitable rules.

If you have any questions, please don't hesitate to contact our Director of Advocacy, Chris
Wilson, at chris.wilson@bizfed.org.

Sincerely,
e - .
7 _ Vaf/g/' /@nfﬂp
Mitchell Vigyra Trinidimenez David Flemi,
BizFed Executive Vice President 2026 Board Chair BizFed Founding Chair

Watson Land Company

Los Angeles County Business Federation / 1150 South Olive Street, Floor 10, Los Angeles, CA 90015 / T: 323.889.4348 / www.bizfed.org
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Action Apartment Association

Advanced Medical Technology Association
Alhambra Chamber

American Beverage Association

Antelope Valley Chamber formerly Lancaster
Chamber of Commerce

Apartment Association of Greater Los Angeles
Apartment Association of Orange County
Apartment Association, CA Southern Cities, Inc.
Apartment Association of California

Arcadia Association of Realtors

AREAA North Los Angeles SFV SCV

Armenian American Business Association
Armenian Trade & Labor Association

Arts District Los Angeles

ASCM Inland Empire Chapter

Associated Builders & Contractors SoCal (ABC
SocCal)

Associated General Contractors

Association of Independent Commercial
Producers

AV Edge California

Azusa Chamber

Bell Chamber

Beverly Hills Chamber

BioCom

Black Business Association

Black Professional Network

Boyle Heights Chamber of Commerce
Bridge Compton Org

Building Industry Association - LA/Ventura
Counties

Building Industry Association of Southern
California

ing Industry Association- Baldyview

Building Owners & Managers Association of
Greater Los Angeles

Burbank Association of Realtors
Burbank Chamber of Commerce

Business and Industry Council for Emergency
Planning and Preparedness

Business Resource Group
CalAsian Chamber
CalChamber

California African American Chamber of
Commerce

California Apartment Association- Los Angeles
California Asphalt Pavement Association
California Bankers Association

California Black Chamber of Commerce
California Business Properties

California Business Roundtable

California Cleaners Association

California Contract Cities Association

California Council for Enviornmental & Economic
Balance (CCEEB)

California Fuels & Convenience Alliance- Formerly
California Independent Oil Marketers Association
(CIOMA)

California Gaming Association

California Grocers Association

California Hispanic Chamber

California Hotel & Lodging Association
California Independent Petroleum Association
California Infrastructure Delivery Coalition
California Life Sciences Association

California Manufacturers & Technology
Association

California Metals Coalition

California Natural Gas Producers Association
California Restaurant Association

California Retailers Association

California Self Storage Association
California Small Business Alliance

California Travel Association (CalTravel)
California Trucking Association

Californians For Smarter Sustainability
Carson Chamber of Commerce

Carson Dominguez Employers Alliance
Central City Association

Century City Chamber of Commerce
Chatsworth Porter Ranch Chamber of Commerce
Citrus Valley Association of Realtors

Civil Justice Association of California CJAC
Claremont Chamber of Commerce

Commerce Business Council formerly Commercial
Industrial Council/Chamber of Commerce

Compton Chamber of Commerce

Compton Community Development Corporation
Compton Entertainment Chamber of Commerce
Construction Industry Air Quality Coalition
Construction Industry Coalition on Water Quality
Council of Infill Builders

Crensh Chamber of C ce

Culver City Chamber of Commerce

Downey Chamber of Commerce

Downtown Alliance

Downtown Long Beach Alliance

DTLA Chamber of Commerce

El Monte/South El Monte Chamber

El Salvador Corridor Association

El Segundo Chamber of Commerce

Employers Group

Energy Independence Now EIN

Engineering Contractor's Association

EXP The Opportunity Engine

FastLink DTLA

Filipino American Chamber of Commerce
Friends of Hollywood Central Park
FuturePorts

Gardena Valley Chamber

Gateway to LA

Glendale Association of Realtors

Glendale Chamber

Glendora Chamber

Greater Antelope Valley AOR

Greater Bakersfield Chamber of Commerce
Greater C hella Valley Ch ber of Commerce
Greater Downey Association of REALTORS
Greater Lakewood Chamber of Commerce
Greater Leimert Park Crenshaw Corridor BID
Greater Los Angeles African American Chamber
Greater Los Angeles Association of Realtors
Greater Los Angeles New Car Dealers Association
Greater San Fernando Valley Chamber

Harbor Association of Industry and Commerce
Harbor Trucking Association

Historic Core BID of Downtown Los Angeles
Hollywood Chamber

Hospital Association of Southern California
Hotel Association of Los Angeles

ICBWA- International Cannabis Women Business
Association

Independent Cities Association
Independent Hospitality Coalition
Industrial Environmental Association
Industry Business Council
Inglewood Board of Realtors

Inland Empire Economic Partnership
Irwindale Chamber of Commerce
Kombucha Brewers International

La Caiada Flintridge Chamber

LA County Medical Association

LA Fashion District BID

LA South Chamber of Commerce
Larchmont Boulevard Association
Latin Business Association

Latino Food Industry Association
Latino Golfers Association

Latino Restaurant Association

LAX Coastal Area Chamber

Licensed Adult Residential Care Association-
LARCA

Long Beach Area Chamber

Long Beach Economic Partnership

Long Beach Major Arts Consortium

Los Angeles Area Chamber

Los Angeles Economic Development Center
Los Angeles y Chamber of C ce
Los Angeles Latino Chamber

Los Angeles LGBTQ Chamber of Commerce
Los Angeles Parking Association

Los Angeles Regional Food Bank

MADIA Tech Launch

Malibu Chamber of Commerce

Manhattan Beach Chamber of Commerce

Manhattan Beach Downtown Business &
Professional Association

Marina Del Rey Lessees Association

Marketplace Industry Association

Monrovia Chamber

Motion Picture Association of America, Inc.
MoveLA

MultiCultural Business Alliance

NAIOP Southern California Chapter

NAREIT

National Association of Minority Contractors
National Association of Theatre Owners
CA/Nevada

National Association of Women Business Owners
E:tional Association of Women Business Owners -

National Association of Women Business Owners-
California

National Federation of Independent Business
Owners California

National Hookah

National Latina Business Women's Association
Norweigian American Chamber of Commerce
Ofiso Community Foundation

BizFed Association Members

Orange County Business Council

Orange County Hispanic Chamber of Commerce
Pacific Merchant Shipping Association
Panorama City Chamber of Commerce
Paramount Chamber of Commerce
Pasadena Chamber

Pasadena Foothills Association of Realtors
PGA

Pharmaceutical Care Management Association
PhRMA

Pico Rivera Chamber of Commerce

Pomona Chamber

Rancho Southeast REALTORS

ReadyNation California

Recording Industry Association of America
Regional CAL Black Chamber, SVF

| Hispanic Chambers

San Gabriel Valley Economic Partnership
San Pedro Peninsula Chamber of Commerce
Santa Clarita Valley Chamber

Santa Clarita Valley Economic Development Corp.
Santa Monica Chamber of Commerce
Secure Water Alliance

Sherman Oaks Chamber

Signal Hill Chamber

South Bay Association of Chambers

South Bay Association of Realtors

South Gate Chamber of Commerce
Southern California Contractors Association
Southern California Golf Association
Southern California Grantmakers

Southern California KFC Franchise
Southern California Leadership Council

Southern California Minority Suppliers
Development Council Inc.

Southern California Water Coalition
Southland Regional Association of Realtors
Specialty Equipment Market Association

Structural Engineers Association of Southern
California

Sunland/Tujunga Chamber

Sunset Strip Business Improvement District
Swiss American Chamber of Commerce
Thai American Chamber of Commerce

The Bridge Network

The LA Coalition for the Economy & Jobs
The Los Angeles Taxpayers Association

The Two Hundred for Homeownership
Torrance Area Chamber

Tri-Counties Association of Realtors

United Chambers - San Fernando Valley & Region
United Contractors

United States-Mexico Chamber

Unmanned Autonomous Vehicle Systems
Association

Urban Business Council

US Green Building Council

US Resiliency Council

Valley Economic Alliance, The

Valley Industry & Commerce Association
Venice Chamber of Commerce

Vermont Slauson Economic Development
Corporation

Veterans in Business

Vietnamese American Chamber

Village of Sherman Oaks BID

Warner Center Association

West Covina Chamber

West Hollywood Chamber

West Hollywood Design District

West Los Angeles Chamber

West San Gabriel Valley Association of Realtors
West Valley/Warner Center Chamber
Westchester BID

Western Electrical Contractors Association
Western Manufactured Housing Association
Western Propane Gas Association
Western States Petroleum Association
Westside Council of Chambers

Westwood Community Council

Whittier Chamber of Commerce
Wilmington Chamber

World Trade Center

Yes in My Backyard

7-Eleven Franchise Owners Association of
Southern California
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