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Please see attached public comment in support of Councilmember
David Ryu's Motion re: Banning Housing Loss Through
Mansionization and Capping the Size of Single Family Homes.
The Baseline and Hillside Ordinances were intended to curtail
oversized dwellings. Unfortunately, through unintended loopholes
in the current law, rogue developers have already rushed
massively oversized and inappropriate projects through LADBS
to secure ‘by-right’ permits. These loopholes must be closed.
Thank you.



FRANKLIN-COLDWATER
CANYON NEIGHBORS

OcTOBER |, 2020

RE : Subject: Council File 20-1098

Support for Councilmember David Ryu’s Motion re: Banning Housing Loss Through
Mansionization and Capping the Size of Single Family Homes

To Honorable Chair Harris-Dawson and Councilmembers:

| write in support of Councilmember David Ryu’s Motion to Banning Housing Loss Through
Mansionization and Capping the Size of Single Family Homes

I am a member of Franklin-Coldwater Canyon Neighbors and founder of Hillsides Against Hadid.org. We
are approximately three hundred households who live in or adjacent to Coldwater Canyon and Franklin
Canyon Park. Our neighborhood is now under attack by predatory developers who have begun
destroying hillsides, decimating wildlife habitats and threatening public safety by building massively out
of scale homes.

The Baseline and Hillside Ordinances were intended to curtail such oversized dwellings. Unfortunately,
through unintended loopholes, rogue developers have already rushed massively oversized and
inappropriate projects through LADBS to secure ‘by-right’ permits.

By way of one example, Mohamed Hadid, a known criminal mega-mansion developer (recently
convicted of numerous misdemeanor violations of LA Building Code at Strada Vecchia, including building
without permits and violating stop-work orders

and responsible for a torrent of litigation) was

summarily given permits to build a 78,000 sq. ft.

mega-mansion at 9650 Cedarbrook. This hotel-

sized monster house includes a 2000 foot

elevated driveway (supported by hundreds of

massive concrete columns) and several 30’ high

so-called retaining walls.

To the right are “before” and “after” images
showing the environmental disaster caused by
the grading and initial concrete forming work at
Hadid’s Cedarbrook building site, as of June
2020.



To further appreciate the enormous size and scope of Hadid’s Cedarbrook project, please see the
following attached exhibits:

A : Drone aerial images of the Cedarbrook construction site in context of surrounding
neighborhoods and canyon areas (as of August 2020);

B : Operative Cedarbrook dwelling and grading permits; and
C : Previously published artist renderings of finished Cedarbrook house.

Please also see 360 degree drone footage of the Cedarbrook site in progress as of August 30, 2020 and
the resulting decimation of the hillsides and surrounding open space and wildlife habitat.
https://vimeo.com/453127256

Apart from the environmental devastation, the construction of this single Hadid project has damaged
and blocked narrow canyon streets never intended for hundreds of heavy vehicles and equipment,
including an endless brigade of cement trucks. Our homes are bombarded constantly by earth shaking,
vibrations, noise and dust. Workers and contractors have sped through stop signs, clogged narrow
canyon streets with limited street parking, and created traffic hazards. They have caused an influx of
transient traffic, constant noise, and compromised security. The neighborhood has even been
compelled to pool its resources, time and money to engage professionals (e.g., architects, engineers,
surveyors and land use counsel) to scrutinize the issued permits and analyze its recourse in
contemplation of litigation. In short, this massively out-of -scale construction has caused the public
health & safety hazards (and neighborhood chaos) to be expected from construction of a hotel-sized
property in a residential neighborhood.

But this is just the beginning. Builders like Hadid have already planned to destroy the other hillsides
here, including the site at 9650 Royalton which is just a few blocks up Coldwater from Cedarbrook. The
Royalton construction project is slated to be another 75,000+ sq. ft. monster house and apart from
destroying the entire natural ridgeline (shown below), it would effectively end public access to a
considerable portion of the famed Hastain Trail in Franklin Canyon Park enjoyed by thousands of LA
residents and park visitors annually.




The current Baseline and Hillside Ordinances generally limit the size of new dwellings by way of a
mathematical ratio comparing the size of the intended new dwelling versus the total size of the lot.
Hadid was able to skirt the Ordinances and obtain permits for a 78,000 square foot monster house at
Cedarbrook (and potentially Royalton) because he owns approximately 100 acres in Franklin Canyon.
For someone like Hadid, the ratio limitations are meaningless. This unintended loophole in the
Ordinances must be closed.

The Baseline and Hillside Ordinances have been otherwise successful and highly effective and have
protected homeowners from overdevelopment, massive construction sites and overburdened haul
routes. At the same time, it is narrowly tailored to fully allow homeowners to renovate and builders to
construct appropriate homes in scale with the existing homes. We are simply asking for extension of an
existing law which is already helping others similarly situated.

Time is of the essence, however. The longer Planning and City Council wait to act, the more likely it is
that the remaining undeveloped hillsides of Coldwater Canyon (including the beloved Hastain Trail) will

disappear.
Thank you very much for your prompt and thoughtful consideration.

Sincerely,

Steven L. Weinberg
Franklin — Coldwater Canyon Neighbors
Founder of Hillsides Against Hadid.org
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Comments for Public Posting: This Motion is some start to STOP MANSIONS, period! in LA
neighborhoods disgraced with that invasion of speculators for

faaaar too long!
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