Name:

Date Submitted:

Council File No:

Comments for Public Posting:

Communication from Public

Janine Watkins
11/04/2020 12:41 PM
20-1202

FILE NO. 20-1202 ITEM 21 Historically, throughout the entire
history of Watts, official representation has been inadequate.
Discrimination continues through today to undermine the hopes
and dreams of the people of Watts. Council actions lack
transparency and comprehensive information. Complex budgets
and matters that impact Watts are presented ambiguously when
millions upon millions of dollars are passed with little conjecture
by the people of Watts. Routine communication with DONE and
other City Agencies is impeded by an antiquated and inadequate
internet system. Therefore, the Watts Area Residents hereby
OPPOSE the following: In regards to amendment No. 4, the fiscal
impact statement reads: The Board of Police Commissioners
(Board) reports that the HACLA will provide the LAPD an
additional reimbursement sum up to $875,000.00 to continue to
operate the CSP Program during the extension period of July 1,
2020 through December 31, 2020. The total reimbursement sum
under the MOA, Amendment Nos. 1 through 4, shall not exceed
$8,957,000. Amendments 1-3 have not been included for review
in order to make an informed decision on the total 8,957,000
million dollar allocation. The issue of Police harassment, with
threats of eviction, especially towards African Americans and
people of color in the Nickerson Gardens, Jordan Downs, Imperial
Courts, and Gonzaque Village housing projects needs to be
addressed by HACLA, CSP, and LAPD with the Watts Area
Residents.
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Item 21 Council File 20-1202:PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE
REPORT relative to proposed Amendment No. 4 to Memorandum
of Agreement (MOA) with the Housing Authority of the City of
Los Angeles (HACLA) in connection with the Community Safety
Partnership (CSP) Program. In this climate of racial and
socioeconomic injustice and discriminatory practices the people
are galvanizing towards justice during this election and era of
COVID, where the City of LA is responsible for it's long history
of systematic brutality for the African American, people of color
and poor population which must be considered and adhered prior
to the item for consideration. A repetition of ambiguous budgets is
not fair to the people and demands clarity with justifiable metrics.
Historically, the City of Los Angeles' misuse of power must be
rectified with this opportunity to make constituents proud by
comprehensively representing the peoples interests of equity and
assess this prior to proceeding with this vital community issue/
agenda item. With a cruel history of police brutality,
discrimination, social engineering, and poverty pimping, the
Watts Neighborhood Council opposes (per their special meeting)
the execution of Amendment NO. 4 due to lack of budget
transparency and poor history of oppresive community
engagement executed at the Watts sites, which was the pilot for
the CSP program. I recommend that Sense.LA approach is
utilized to capture the true voice of issues relative to this item and
not engendered by researchers and City partners and departments.
The people count and must be included to be inclusive of this
process or the UCLA research becomes invalid to represent
program effectiveness.
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Item 21 Council File 20-1202:PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE
REPORT relative to proposed Amendment No. 4 to Memorandum
of Agreement (MOA) with the Housing Authority of the City of
Los Angeles (HACLA) in connection with the Community Safety
Partnership (CSP) Program. In this climate of racial and
socioeconomic injustice and discriminatory practices the people
are galvanizing towards justice during this election and era of
COVID, where the City of LA is responsible for it's long history
of systematic brutality for the African American, people of color
and poor population which must be considered and adhered prior
to the item for consideration. A repetition of ambiguous budgets is
not fair to the people and demands clarity with justifiable metrics.
Historically, the City of Los Angeles' misuse of power must be
rectified with this opportunity to make constituents proud by
comprehensively representing the peoples interests of equity and
assess this prior to proceeding with this vital community issue/
agenda item. With a cruel history of police brutality,
discrimination, social engineering, and poverty pimping, the
Watts Neighborhood Council opposes (per their special meeting)
the execution of Amendment NO. 4 due to lack of budget
transparency and poor history of oppresive community
engagement executed at the Watts sites, which was the pilot for
the CSP program. I recommend that Sense.LA approach is
utilized to capture the true voice of issues relative to this item and
not engendered by researchers and City partners and departments.
The people count and must be included to be inclusive of this
process or the UCLA research becomes invalid to represent
program effectiveness. The Mayor has called upon us all to do our
part and let us not build a bike while riding, for it is not possible,
but truly design a interconnected public safety modle which does
not harm innocent people like the surrounding communities who
now have a closed Southeast princient from 11 PM- 7 AM daily
due to CSP (a program for the city and not the peoples best
interest).
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