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FINDINGS

e Corky’s Restaurant and Sign “exemplifies significant contributions to the broad cultural,
economic or social history of the nation, state, city or community” for its association with
the evolution of the neighborhood restaurant in response to the growing car-oriented
lifestyle in post-World War Il San Fernando Valley.

e Corky’s Restaurant and Sign “embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type,
period, or method of construction” as a rare example of a purpose-built 1950s diner on a
major commercial corridor in Sherman Oaks; and an excellent example of the Googie
architectural style.

CRITERIA

The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon), building or structure of
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles if it meets at least one of the
following criteria:

1. Is identified with important events of national, state, or local history, or exemplifies
significant contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation,
state, city or community;

2. |s associated with the lives of historic personages important to national, state, city, or local
history; or

3. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction;
or represents a notable work of a master designer, builder, or architect whose individual
genius influenced his or her age.

SUMMARY

Corky’s Restaurant and Sign is a one-story commercial building and freestanding pole sign
located on the northwest corner of North Van Nuys Boulevard and West Hesby Street in Sherman
Oaks. Constructed in 1958, the subject property was designed as a coffee shop in the Googie
architectural style by master architects Louis Armet (1914-1981) and Eldon Davis (1917-2011).
Originally the home of Stanley Burke’s Restaurant, in 1964 it became Corky’s, and it continued in
operation under this name, albeit briefly being renamed the Lamplighter from 1975 to 1980, until
2019.

Irregular in plan, the subject property is of concrete block, steel, and wood-frame construction
with stone veneer cladding. The roof is generally flat with a parapet, but on the primary, east-
facing elevation, the roof is sloped and has wide eaves supported by slanting steel |-beams. The
primary elevation is characterized by a tripartite composition: the prominent central portion
defined by a curved roof and glass wall, and two flanking wings with natural stone veneer cladding.
An outdoor seating area overlooks Van Nuys Boulevard. The interior features cantilevered stools
and counter facing the kitchen, a curved ceiling, and a central semi-exhibition kitchen area. There
is a freestanding 36’ sign with two columns at the building’s northeast corner.

The architecture firm of Louis Armet (1914-1981) and Eldon Davis (1917-2011) influenced the
development and dissemination of the modernist Googie style, which combined futuristic and
energetic designs with modern engineering, functional spaces, and an emphasis on advertising.
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Armet (born in St. Louis, Missouri) and Davis (born in Anaconda, Washington) met as students at
the USC School of Architecture. After forming a firm in 1947, they designed a wide variety of
buildings, including schools, churches, banks, custom residences, apartments, motels, shopping
centers, and bowling alleys. Other works by Armet & Davis include the Holiday Bowl (1958, HCM
#688), Johnie’s Coffee Shop (1956, HCM #1045), and Norm’s La Cienega Coffee Shop (1956,
HCM #1090).

The subject property has experienced several alterations that include a 1,321-square foot addition
at the northwest corner of the building in 1960; the addition of a 1,888 square-foot banquet room
and the removal of five steel I-beam columns in 1965; an 80-square foot addition to the rear of
the building for toilet vestibules in 1965; a 696-square foot addition to expand the dining room in
1969; and the replacement of pole sign face with plastic, an interior remodel, and the addition of
a door to the west elevation in 1981.

SurveylLA, the citywide historic resources survey, identified the subject property as individually
eligible for listing under the national, state, and local designation programs as an excellent
example of Googie commercial architecture in Sherman Oaks, designed by Armet and Davis, and
as a purpose-built 1950s diner on a major commercial corridor in Sherman Oaks.

DISCUSSION
Corky’s Restaurant and Sign meets two of the Historic-Cultural Monument criteria.

The subject property “exemplifies significant contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social
history of the nation, state, city or community” for its association with the evolution of the
neighborhood restaurant in response to the growing car-oriented lifestyle in post-World War I
San Fernando Valley. The neighborhood restaurant emerged in the decades after the Civil War
as an offshoot of a tavern, hotel, or grocery. By the early 1900s, such businesses had developed
into neighborhood cafés that served as the social gathering place for neighborhoods until the
1940s. Following World War |lI, neighborhood commercial development, and particularly
neighborhood restaurants, began to evolve in response to the rapid increase in ownership of
automobiles. As the region had an abundance of undeveloped land, the San Fernando Valley
became the center for such new development, and Van Nuys Boulevard, where the subject
property is located, became a central commercial strip that included restaurants, shopping
centers, movie theaters, and banks. Similar to other auto-oriented neighborhood restaurants that
developed in the post-World War |l era, the subject property featured a large parking lot at the
rear, and offered both counter and booth seating to its customers. In addition, as meeting halls
were scarce at the time, the subject property served as an important location for meetings, talks,
art exhibits, and official business occasions for political and cultural organizations. As such, the
subject property not only represents the adaptation of the neighborhood restaurant to the car
culture that defined Los Angeles in the 1950s, but also illustrates how neighborhood restaurants
functioned as important and well-known places to gather and socialize within their communities.

Corky’s Restaurant and Sign also “embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period,
or method of construction” as a rare example of a purpose-built 1950s diner on a major
commercial corridor in Sherman Oaks; and an excellent example of the Googie architectural style.
After World War |l, storefront-based neighborhood cafés were replaced by auto-oriented coffee
shops, and in Los Angeles, they were often designed in the Googie architectural style. As
illustrated by the subject property, these often had a parking lot reflecting the shift toward
neighborhood commerce based on widespread ownership of automobiles, as well as a
combination of counter and table and booth service. The subject property was historically
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