
��������	�
��������
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PASSED 11-0-2 on June 11, 2025 
 
Council File: 20-1376-S4 
 
Title: Los Angeles Municipal Code Section 41.18 / Implementation / Comprehensive Outreach / 
Unlawful Camping 
 
Position: Oppose 
 
Summary: 

On June 11, 2025, the NoHo NC voted to oppose Council File 20-1376-S4. 

The NoHo Neighborhood Council opposes the 41.18 policy in place and urges its repeal. We 
oppose efforts to criminalize our unhoused neighbors and reiterate our past opposition. In 
particular, we oppose expansion of 41.18, including this proposed action to criminalize 
homeless individuals for ostensibly refusing shelter. 

Surveys in LA show the vast majority of homeless individuals desire, if not actively seek, 
housing. While the City's offers of shelter are in fact often woefully inadequate, made under 
deep duress, or not made at all. This is simply another tool to arrest people instead of housing 
them.  

It is not our goal to force individuals into housing, and certainly not to criminalize their existence. 
While it is advisable to encourage individuals experiencing homelessness to seek and move into 
temporary and permanent housing, the wording of this council file fails to take multiple factors 
into account. What exactly do these offers of housing look like? Who is making them? The very 
same study linked in paragraph 3 highlights the infrequency of housing offers made to unhoused 
individuals. Furthermore, why are these individuals refusing shelter? Where is their agency? 
These questions are totally ignored. Our unhoused neighbors in North Hollywood may choose 
not to take an offer of shelter miles away from their community, their friends, their significant 
others, and/or their pets.  

https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RRA1890-4.html
https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RRA1890-4.html


Human Rights Watch highlights the multifaceted failure of the City to solve the homelessness 
crisis. Housing offers are made at an incredibly low rate to individuals on the street while interim 
housing and shelters fail to place people in permanent housing given the woeful lack thereof – 
all this as the City seeks to expand anti-homeless legislation like 41.18, as is exactly the case 
here and now. 

If 41.18 worked, there would not have been a 12% increase in homelessness since its 
enactment. Until we have robust options of available and affordable housing, we cannot 
criminalize people for being poor. NoHo NC urges a rethinking of City homelessness policy and 
a new approach founded on services, housing, and listening to the unhoused. 

 

https://www.hrw.org/report/2024/08/14/you-have-move/cruel-and-ineffective-criminalization-unhoused-people-los-angeles



