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- COMMUNITY IMPACT STATEMENT -

Council File: 20-1469-S1

Title: Temporary Closures / Active Transportation Facilities / Transportation Network
Improvement / Public Right-of-Way Reservation System / Proposed Policies and
Procedures

Position: For

Summary:

The North Westwood Neighborhood Council supports this motion and efforts
to inform about and mitigate closures of sidewalks, bike lanes, bike paths, and bike
routes.

Whether for construction in the public right-of-way, private construction,
events, or other reasons, closures of active transportation facilities are disruptive and
potentially dangerous. Mapping applications do not usually report pedestrian and
bicycle closures like they do road closures for cars. Detours, if planned at all, can be
poorly signed or not signed at all and can lead vulnerable road users onto less safe
routes. Meanwhile, pedestrians and bikers passing through construction zones may
have to dangerously divert into car lanes. Even when there is signage, the signs
themselves often further block sidewalks and bike lanes.

With the Olympics, World Cup, and other large events coming to the region,
these notifications and protocols are more needed than ever.

For these reasons, we support more advance notice of closures and wider
distribution thereof, including publicly accessible online maps; informing community
groups, the Pedestrian and Bicycle Advisory Committees, and Neighborhood
Councils; and online communications. We also support protocols for ample, safely
placed signage and temporary, well-protected bicycle and pedestrian routes to avoid
or detour around closures, even if that reallocates more road space than under
current practice.


