
File No. 20-1575

PERSONNEL, AUDITS, AND ANIMAL WELFARE COMMITTEE REPORT relative to
prohibiting electric prods or shocking devices, flank or bucking straps, wire tiedowns, and
sharpened or fixed spurs or rowels at all rodeo or rodeo related events in the City of Los
Angeles.
 
Recommendation for Council action, pursuant to Motion (Blumenfield - O'Farrell):
 
REQUEST the City Attorney to prepare and present an Ordinance to prohibit electric prods or
shocking devices, flank or bucking straps, wire tiedowns, and sharpened or fixed spurs or rowels
at all rodeo or rodeo related events in the City of Los Angeles, modeled after the City of
Pittsburgh's 1992 ordinance banning the aforementioned implements.
 
Fiscal Impact Statement:  Neither the City Administrative Officer nor the Chief Legislative Analyst
has completed a financial analysis of this report.
 
Community Impact Statement:  Yes
 
For:
Eagle Rock Neighborhood Council
 
Summary:
 
On February 17, 2021, your Committee considered a Motion (Blumenfield - O'Farrell) relative to
prohibiting electric prods or shocking devices, flank or bucking straps, wire tiedowns, and
sharpened or fixed spurs or rowels at all rodeo or rodeo related events in the City of Los
Angeles.  According to the Motion, numerous American cities have rodeo prohibitions or
restrictions in place, including Pasadena, Irvine, and Napa County in California; Fort Wayne,
Indiana; St Petersburg, Florida; Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania; Southampton, New York; and others. 
In 1992, Pittsburgh passed an ordinance that prohibited any rodeo or rodeo related event in
which animals are induced or encouraged to perform through the use of any practice or
technique, or any mechanical, electrical, or manual device that will cause, or is likely to cause
physical injury, torment or suffering.
 
Rodeos often use a number of inhumane implements, including electric prods, flank straps, and
spurs to encourage aggressive behavior in animals to produce an entertainment product. 
Animals suffer significant injuries during common rodeo events such as bull and bronco riding,
steer wrestling, and calf roping.  Many animals are put down as a result of injuries sustained
during these events.  After consideration and having provided an opportunity for public comment,
the Committee moved to recommend approval of the Motion.  This matter is now submitted to
Council for its consideration.

Respectfully Submitted,

PERSONNEL, AUDITS, AND ANIMAL WELFARE COMMITTEE
 
 

https://cityclerk.lacity.org/lacityclerkconnect/index.cfm?fa=ccfi.viewrecord&cfnumber=20-1575


 
 
 
MEMBER VOTE
KORETZ: YES
HARRIS-DAWSON: ABSENT
BONIN: YES
ARL  
2/17/21  
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