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1.0 Introduction

1.1 Project Description

The Belmont Village - Westwood Presbyterian project involves the development of a new 12-story
eldercare facility over three levels of subterranean parking, a new two-story church preschool and
administrative offices, and associated site improvements (Project) on a 1.6-acre site that currently includes
a surface parking lot, church sanctuary, church fellowship hall, church preschool buildings, and single-
family residence. The existing church sanctuary building would be retained, and all other existing
improvements would be removed to allow development of the project. The development site is located at
10822 Wilshire Boulevard and 10812 Ashton Avenue (Project Site), and is bounded by Wilshire Boulevard
on the north, existing residential buildings to the east and south, and commercial buildings and a cemetery
to the west.

1.2 Scope of Work

This report provides a description of the existing surface water hydrology, and water quality at the Project
Site and an analysis ofthe Project's potential impacts related to surface water hydrology and water quality.

SKA Consulting, L.P. (SKA) was retained by Belmont Village, L.P. to perform a Phase | Environmental Site
Assessment for the Project. Part of their scope was to assess groundwater characteristics. No
contamination was mentioned in conjunction with soils evaluation. A Soils Report was performed by Wood
for the Project. Groundwater was not encountered in the borings within the soils reports to a maximum
depth of 61.5 feet below existing grade. According to the California Geological Survey (CGS), the historic-
high groundwater level is about 25 feet below the existing grade.

2.0 Regulatory Framework

2.1 Surface Water Hydrology

Per the City ofLos Angeles (City)'s Special Order No. 007-1299, December 3, 1999, the City has adopted the
Los Angeles County (County) Department of Public Works Hydrology Manual as its basis of design for
storm drainage facilities. The Hydrology Manual requires that a storm drain conveyance system be designed
for a 25-year storm event and that the combined capacity of a storm drain, and street flow system
accommodate flow from a 50-year storm event. Areas with sump conditions are required to have a storm drain
conveyance system capable of conveying flow front a 50-year storm event. The County also limits the
allowable discharge into existing storm drain facilities based on the MS4 Permit which is enforced on all
new developments that discharge directly into the County's storm drain system. Any proposed drainage
improvements of County owned storm drain facilities such as catch basins and storm drain lines requires
the approval/review from the County Flood Control District department.

Any proposed drainage improvements within the street right of way or any other property owned by, to be
owned by or under the control of the City requires the approval of a B-permit (Section 62.105, LAMC).
Under the B-permit process, storm drain installation plans are subject to review and approval by the City of
Los Angeles Department of Public Works Bureau of Engineering. Additionally, any connections to the City's
storm drain system from a property line to a catch basin or a storm drain pipe requires a storm drain permit
from the City of Los Angeles Department of Public Works, Bureau of Engineering.
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The General Permit

SWRCB Order No. 2009-0009-DWQ known as “The General Permit’ was adopted on September 2, 2009.
This NPDES permit establishes a risk-based approach to stormwater control requirements for construction
projects by identifying three project risk levels. The main objectives ofthe General Permit are to:

1. Reduce erosion

Minimize or eliminate sediment in stormwater discharges

Prevent materials used at a construction site from contacting stormwater
Implement a sampling and analysis program

Eliminate unauthorized non-stormwater- discharges from construction sites
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Implement appropriate measures to reduce potential impacts on waterways both during
and after construction of projects

7. Establish maintenance commitments on post-construction pollution control measures

California mandates requirements for all construction activities disturbing more than one acre of land to
develop and implement Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plans (SWPPP). The SWPPP documents the
selection and implementation of Best Management Practices for a specific construction project, charging
Owners with stormwater quality management responsibilities. A construction site subject to the General
Permit must prepare and implement a SWPPP that meets the requirements of the General Permit.

LosAngeles CountyMunicipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) Permit

As described above, USEPA regulations require that MS4 permittees implement a program to monitor and
control pollutants being discharged to the municipal system from both industrial and commercial projects that
contribute a substantial pollutant load to the MS4.

On December 13, 2001, the LARWQCB adopted Order No. 01-182 under the CWA and the Porter-Cologne
Act. This Order is the NPDES Permit or MS4 permit for municipal stormwater and urban runoff discharges
within Los Angeles County. The requirements of this Order (the “Permit”) cover 84 cities and most of the
unincorporated areas of Los Angeles County. Under the Permit, the Los Angeles County Flood Control
District (LACFCD) is designated as the Principal Permittee. The Permittees are the 84 Los Angeles County
cities (including the City of Los Angeles) and Los Angeles County. Collectively, these are the “Co-
Permittees”. The Principal Permittee helps to facilitate activities necessary to comply with the requirements
outlined in the Permit but is not responsible for ensuring compliance of any of the Permittees.

Stormwater Quality Management Program (SQMP)

In compliance with the Los Angeles County MS4 Permit, the Co-Permittees are required to implement a
stormwater quality management program (SQMP) with the goal of accomplishing the requirements of the
Permit and reducing the amount of pollutants in stormwater runoff. The SQMP requires the County of Los
Angeles and the 84 incorporated cities to:

Implement a public information and participation program to conduct outreach on storm
water pollution;

Control discharges at commercial/industrial facilities through tracking, inspecting, and
ensuring compliance at facilities that are critical sources of pollutants;

Implement a development planning program for specified development projects;
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Implement a program to control construction runoff from construction activity at all
construction sites within the relevantjurisdictions;

Implement a public agency activities program to minimize storm water pollution impacts
from public agency activities; and

Implement a program to document, track, and report illicit connections and discharges to
the storm drain system.

The MS4 Permit contains the following provisions for implementation of the SQMP by the Co-Permittees:

1. General Requirements:

e [Each permittee is required to implement the SQMP in order to comply with
applicable stormwater program requirements.

e« The SQMP shall be implemented and each permittee shall implement additional
controls so that discharge of pollutants is reduced.

2. Best Management Practice Implementation:

» Permittees are required to implement the most effective combination of BMPs for
stormwater/urban runoff pollution control. This should result in the reduction of
storm water runoff.

3. Revision of the SQMP:

» Permittees are required to revise the SQMP in order to comply with requirements
of the RWQCB while complying with regional watershed requirements and/or
waste load allocations for implementation of TMDLs for impaired waterbodies.

4. Designation and Responsibilities of the Principal Permittee:

The Los Angeles County Flood Control District is designated as the Principal Permittee
who is responsible for:

» Coordinating activities that comply with requirements outlined in the NPDES
Permit;

« Coordinating activities among Permittees;
» Providing personnel and fiscal resources for necessary updates to the SQMP;
» Providing technical support for committees required to implement the SQMP; and

e Implementing the Countywide Monitoring Program required under this Order and
assessing the results of the monitoring program,

5. Responsibilities of Co-Permittees:

Each co-permittee is required to comply with the requirements of the SQMP as applicable
to the discharges within its geographical boundaries. These requirements include:

« Coordinating among internal departments to facilitate the implementation of the
SQMP requirements in an efficient way;

e Participating in coordination with other internal agencies as necessary to
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Sims Pond 180701040702  P* P E E
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